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Students’ Union Weekly Schedule of Events, April 10 to 15, 2006
Monday, April 10 Tuesday, April 1 1 Wednesday, April 12 Thursday, April 13 Friday, April 14 Saturday, April 15

CALENDAR OF CURIOSITIESCALENDAR OF CURIOSITIES

FULL OF SELF-IMPORTANCE Since 1967STUDENTS’ UNIONSTUDENTS’ UNION

www.su.ucalgary.ca

EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES

Set-up & CateringCatering Staff Staff

Full-time and part-time positions, day and night shifts are available for Set-Up and Catering Staff  to 
work with our busy catering department. Catering and function set-up for private meetings, fundraisers 
and galas.

Previous experience working within a catering and events or banquets environment is preferred, but
if you believe you are a high energy person with uncommon dedication to fulfilling guest expectations
we could be interested in you!

If you are interested please submit your resume and cover e-mail stating the type of  position you 
are interested in, as well as what shifts or days you are available to work (days, evenings, weekends, 
part-time, full-time) to resumes@su.ucalgary.ca.
 

Good Friday

University
closed

Bermuda Shorts D
ay

wristbands are av
ailable April 10 to 12 in

the MSC North Courtyard, 9 am to 6 pm.

Age and student I
D are required

to obtain wristband.

THANK YOU
to the following businesses that

contributed great items to the auction
at our Volunteer Appreciation Party on
April 5th, 2006. Your generosity and

willingness to donate are
much appreciated:

Blockbuster Video
Crowfoot location
Blue House Cafe

Boston Pizza
Crowfoot location

Calgary Folk Music Festival
Calgary Philharmonic Orchestra

Calgary Roughnecks
Calgary Stampeder Football Club

Canada Olympic Park
Canada Safeway

Brentwood location
CKUA Radio Network

Calgary Co-Op
Brentwood location

Decidedly Jazz Danceworks
Fit Frog Adventures

Greyhound Canada Transportation Corp.
Hostelling International
Pacific Mountain Region

Ironwood Stage and Grill
Keg Restaurants Ltd.

Kilkenny Irish Pub
One Yellow Rabbit Performance Theatre

Plaza Theatre
Play Entertainment
Market Mall location

Swizzlesticks SalonSpa
The Yoga Gateway
The Yoga Studio

Crowchild Square location
Theatre Calgary

Health & Recreation Centre
University of Calgary
Nickle Arts Museum

The Den
Travel Cuts

University Health Services

University of Calgary Students’ Union (SU)

2006/2007 EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

FACULTY REPRESENTATIVE (SAA)
APPOINTED POSITION
Term: Starts immediately

Pay: Honoraria of up to $400/month

Faculty Reps are the main communication link between
the SU and the faculty in which they are registered.They
are responsible for representing and promoting the aca-
demic interests of the students in their faculty. Their role
involves staying up-to-date and briefing SAA on issues
and concerns related to students in their faculty and the
SU; and informing their faculty about SU policies, pro-
grams, and services.

Duties include preparing for, attending and participating in
SAA and General Faculties Council (GFC) meetings;
working with  the student clubs in their faculty; attending
Faculty Promotions Committee (FPC) meetings and act-
ing as the student member on the faculty Student Appeal
Committee; attending Faculty Council (FC) and any sub-
committee meetings; and assisting in administering
Teaching Excellence Awards in their faculty.

The following Faculty Rep positions are available:
Education, Communication & Culture, and Social
Work. Please send a letter of interest and resume to the
attention of the Executive Cabinet Administrator.

Deadline: Monday, April 17, 2006 at 4:30 pm.

CHIEF RETURNING OFFICER (CRO)
Term: Part-time, from August 2006 to March 2007

Pay: Honoraria of up to $2000 for the by-election and
up to $3000 for the general election.

The CRO is responsible for ensuring the smooth running
of the SU fall by-election and winter general election.
Duties include hiring all election officials; supervising nom-
inations and voting process; setting up voting stations; and
ensuring SU by-laws, policies and procedures are fol-

lowed. Your work will be concentrated in Sepember,
October, January, February and early March.

You must have completed one session of studies at U of
C. Preference will be given to those with expereince in
student, civic, provincial, or federal election. Please submit
a cover letter and resume to the attention of the
Executive Cabinet Administrator.

Deadline: Monday, April 17, 2006 at 4:30 pm.

FOOD COURT ATTENDANTS
Two positions are available in the Food Court.

Full-time hours for summer (May 1 to August 31).

One position is Wednesday to Sunday (12:00 pm - 8:00 pm)
and the other is Monday to Friday (10 am to 6 pm).

Please submit your resume to
resumes@su.ucalgary.ca



4 EDITORIAL/LETTERS

BS fucking D
An editorial about drinking to give you a break from the year-
end stupor. 

5 NEWS

Hancock as the new Ralph?!
It’s offi cial. The Alberta government has given the U of C $113 
million to build a digital library. Whatever that is. Good thing 
they aren’t getting $100 million to hire profs. That’d be weird.

15 OPINIONS

Letters and superheroes
Who knew that people cared so much about abortion? What 
with having to devote an extra page of the paper to all the let-
ters we’ve got about it, you’d think it was a contentious issue 
or something. 

PULL OUT FICTION SUPPLEMENT

Super Death Love Entropy
Read a collection of your peers’ fi ctive exploits, all across the 
panoramic backdrop of the eternal struggle between ponies 
and robots. Pulling out is not an effective means of contracep-
tion.

31 SPORTS

The night of the Dino
Some people were also inducted into the U of C Athletic 
Hall of Fame. The sports editor was supposed to present the 
awards but he, uh, couldn’t make it. 

38 FEATURE

Copywrite
Will anyone know the words to “Stairway to Heaven” in 2101? 
And how would a lead zeppelin work, anyway? Lead can’t 
fl oat. I don’t care what you put it in. That’s just fucking stupid.

40 ENTERTAINMENT

Bands are good, big bands are 
better
Or at least that’s the driving philosophy of the bands we’ve 
covered in this week’s entertainment section. Together they 
could probably overthrow China, or at least bust a rhinoc-
eros out of the zoo. The Calgary Zoo must know that without 
a steadfast rhino defense, the reds will win. So let’s all get 
behind this and make sure we have at least 45 rhinos in the 
city within the next fortnight. 

Shave your head for cancer 
Or be an asshole. Whatever. See if I care. 
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Editorial & Letters

Editor, the Gauntlet: Abort, retry, fail? 

To hell with politics, let’s get drunk

April 6, 2006

Editor-in-Chief: Dale Miller 
220-7752 eic@gauntlet.ucalgary.ca
News Editor: Chris Beauchamp 
220-4318 news@gauntlet.ucalgary.ca

Section Editors 220-4376
Entertainment: Garth Paulson
entertainment@gauntlet.ucalgary.ca 

Sports: Sean Nyilassy
sports@gauntlet.ucalgary.ca

Features: RG Scherf
features@gauntlet.ucalgary.ca

Photography: Nicola Waugh
photo@gauntlet.ucalgary.ca

Production: Ben Hoffman
production@gauntlet.ucalgary.ca

Opinions: Kyle Francis
opinions@gauntlet.ucalgary.ca

Illustrations: Nolan Lewis
illustrations@gauntlet.ucalgary.ca

News Assistant: Emily Senger, 
Stephanie Shewchuk
news@gauntlet.ucalgary.ca

TLFs: Kate Foote
tlfs@gauntlet.ucalgary.ca

Escapes and Pursuits: Chris Courtice
eandp@gauntlet.ucalgary.ca

Whipping Boy: Logan Niehaus
ap@gauntlet.ucalgary.ca

Business Staff
Business Manager: Evelyn Cone 220-7380
evelyn.cone@gauntlet.ucalgary.ca

Ad Manager: John Harbidge 220-7751 
john.harbidge@gauntlet.ucalgary.ca

Graphic Artist: Ken Clarke 220-7755
kdclarke@ucalgary.ca

Network Manager: Ben Li
Offi ce Assistant: Laura Gerhardt
Typesetters: Katy Anderson

Contributaries: Rachel Betts-Wilmott 
• Andrew Barbero • Hoang-Mai Hong • 
Simon Jackson • Sara Hanson • Kenzie 
Love • Geoff MacIntosh • Jason McKay 
• Fiona McLay • Ryan (smells like hay) May 
• Felicia Pacentrilli • Ryan Pike • Pogs • 
Adam Ramsay • Ændrew Rininsland • 
Joëlle Robichaud • Jon Roe • Trenton 
Shaw • Chris Tait • Janice Tran • The 
littlest tugboat • Eric Klotz •  Brian K. 
Vaughn • Gareth Williams • Crystal Wong  
and Darren Young
Golden Spatula: Ryan Pike, for perfecting 
the lost ninja art of theatre preview, 
and writing a last minute opinions 
piece on an unabashedly nerdy topic.   

The Gauntlet
Room 319, MacEwan Students’ Centre 
The University of Calgary, 
Calgary, Alberta T2N 1N4
General inquires: 220-7750 
e-mail: gauntlet@ucalgary.ca
http://gauntlet.ucalgary.ca

Furor Arma Ministrat
The Gauntlet is an of f icial student 
newspaper of the University of Calgary, 
published most Thursdays throughout 
the year by the Gauntlet Publications 
Society, an autonomous, incorporated 
body. Membership in the society is open 
to undergraduate students at the U of C, but 
all members of the university community 
are encouraged to contribute. Opinions 
contained herein are those of individual 
writers, and do not necessarily represent 
the views of the entire Gauntlet staff. 
Editorials are chosen by a majority of the 
editorial board.
The Gauntlet is a forum open to all U of C 
students but may refuse any submission 
judged to be racist, sexist, homophobic, 
libelous, or containing attacks of a strictly 
personal nature. We reserve the right to edit 
for brevity. Grievances regarding the Gauntlet 
follow a three-step process which requires 
written decisions from the Editors, the GPS 
Board of Directors, and the Ombudsboard. 
The complete Grievance Policy is online at: 
http://gauntlet.ucalgary.ca. The Gauntlet is 
printed on recycled paper and uses joke 
headline based ink. We urge you to recycle/
decontaminate the Gauntlet. 

Letters must be typed, double-spaced 
and received by Monday at 4 p.m., 

and must include the author’s name, 
student ID number, telephone number 
and signature. Letters will not be printed 
if they include attacks of a strictly personal 
nature, statements that discriminate on 
the basis of race, sex, or sexual orientation, 
or libellous or defamatory material. 

All letters should be addressed to 
“Editor, the Gauntlet,” and be no longer 
than 300 words. The Gauntlet retains the 
right to edit submissions. Letters can be 
delivered or mailed to the Gauntlet offi ce, 
Room 319 MacEwan Student Centre, or 
sent by e-mail to gauntlet@ucalgary.ca.

LETTERS POLICY

GAUNTLET

God loves 
babies

Editor, the Gauntlet, 
It is a sad day for justice and 

freedom in Canada when the 
barbarous murder of innocent 
babies is declared a right, but 
honestly showing the gruesome 
act for what it really is, is “going 
too far.”

Abortion rights advocates will 
some day be seen in the same light 
as selfish slave owners of the 1800s 
who dehumanized Africans in 
order to victimize them. The intel-
lectual dishonesty and tactics are 
the same today, only the victims 
are different. The reason many 
people can’t handle the pictures 

is because they are guilty, guilty, 
guilty! And they know it, buried 
deep below their lie callused con-
science!

The only remedy for that ail-
ment is repentance and forgive-
ness from God. But I guess most 
university educated proaborts 
are too “enlightened” to believe 
in Him. The Bible says, God just 
“sits on His throne and laughs” 
at such pride. He is amused at 
the arrogance coming from such 
tiny pip-squeaks who think they 
got here without Him and they can 
go out on their own terms without 
having to face Him and give an 
account in the end. Jesus said it 
best when He said, “they will not 
come to the light (Him) because 
their deeds are evil.”

Donald Spratt

So does science
Editor, the Gauntlet,
Recently there has been a vast 

debate regarding pro-life and 
pro-choice around campus. To 
be opinionated in relation to a 
particular issue is human nature. 
But to have rational reasoning as 
per your argument is what separates 
intellectuals from the remainder of 
society. The pro-life club, spon-
sored by the university administra-
tion demonstrated a strong lack of 
logic this past week. Many people 
on campus were offended by this 
graphic display, but for the wrong 
reasons. The offense comes not in 
the graphic display itself, but in 
the lack of sound arguments used 
by the pro-life club to justify their 

display. Comparing the slaughter 
of innocent civilians to an aborted 
fetus is a serious scientifi c misrep-
resentation. Being a biological sci-
ences student, I had to examine this 
from a scientifi c perspective. Pain 
sensory in humans is located in the 
cerebral cortex; this particular area 
of the brain isn’t matured until late 
in development. Similarly, a fetus 
is incapable of rational thought 
and does not respond to external 
stimuli. To claim that individuals 
subject to torture were in the same 
position is ludicrous. Not only is it 
disgraceful and derogatory, but it is 
an insult to anybody with a shred of 
intellectual ability. While the pro-
life club was allowed to put up this 
display, and had the right to imple-
ment the use of free-speech, it must 

See abort, abort!, pg 16

This week Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper opened the 
39th session of Parliament 

with his throne speech and the 
ndps responded by making a 
strange alliance with the Progressive 
Conservatives, Klein announced 
plans to abdicate his throne in six 
months time and fi ve mlas resigned 
from the Legislative Assembly.

Despite these recent politi-
cal developments, it’s safe to say 
students in their bleary-eyed, caf-
fi ne-supported fi nal weeks of the 
semester are concerned with matters 
much more pressing than the fate 
of our fair province and country. 
Even here at the Gauntlet, the edi-
torial board couldn’t stop talking 
about the Bermuda Shorts Day 
long enough to come up with bit-
ing political commentary. For fi rst 
year students and fifth year bsd 
veterans alike, the Gauntlet editors 
put their heads together to give a 
little advice for bsd revelers this
year.

It’s best to start pre-bsd prepa-
rations now. This means you have 
exactly one Thursday night to make 

a friend in rez. A rez-rat buddy 
means a place to take a mid-day 
nap, and also saves you valuable 
dollars by providing instant access 
to the one place on campus where 
it’s legal to drink your own alco-
hol. Thursday nights at the Den 
are always a good place to meet rez 
dwellers, and the $7 pitchers allow 
you to build up alcohol tolerance 
before the big day. 

When bsd morning arrives, begin 
drinking immediately. This is one 
of the only days of the year where 
drinking beer for breakfast is not 
only permissible, but encouraged. 
It’s best to crack the fi rst beer in 
the shower, where the combina-
tion of cold beer and warm water is 
refreshing and invigorating enough 
to start the day off right. Also, it’s 
like drinking two, and saves you 
bling. 

Breakfast choices are also very 
important. Pancakes always work 
well to provide a bready pillow for 
alcohol to be poured on. The engi-
neers, always on top of innovative 
new ways to drink, mix rum with 
their syrup in a 1:1 ratio. Pancakes 

should be followed by a second 
beer, preferably shotgun-style 
on your front porch. If you don’t 
have a porch, the hallway of your 
apartment or the C-train platform 
will do fi ne. 

At this point it’s probably time 
to get dressed. Remember you’re 
going to be outside all day so—as 
any good Boy Scout knows—the key 
to outdoor dress is layers. Bermuda 
shorts and loud Hawaiian shirts 
are required, but it could snow or 
it could be sunny so, like a boy scout, 
“be prepared.” 

Ladies, avoid those slinky sun-
dresses—not only do layers keep 
your warm in an Alberta April bliz-
zard, they also provide more pockets 
to stash a few “road pops” or a fl ask. 
Also, include a plastic bag in one of 
those pockets—it will serve you well 
as an emergency barf bag on the cab 
ride home later in the day. Even if 
you don’t need it you can pass it off 
to a less fortunate friend.

Another dressing tip: avoid fl ip-
fl ops at all cost. Yes, they’re trendy 
and fit with the whole Hawaiian 
theme, but nothing is worse than 

slogging through the piss-mud 
on the way to the Port-o-Potties 
wearing a pair of thongs. Rubber 
boots are the best bet for a bsd 
afi cionado. 

To go to class or to not go to class? 
That is the classic bsd question. If 
you choose to bear the slings and 
arrows of attending a lecture, make 
sure to bring refreshments. A degree 
doesn’t really count unless you’ve 
consumed a beer in class. Sit in the 
back row and try coughing while 
cracking one. Or, if you’re not 
willing to risk taking arms against 
a sea of troubles a vodka water looks 
oh-so-inconspicuous in a Nalgene 
bottle. 

As the day progresses remem-
ber to drink responsibly. This 
means writing your name, phone 
number and address on your arm 
with a Sharpie marker in case you 
get lost. This will allow you to bring 
any hook-ups home if you experi-
ence a case of alcohol-induced 
amnesia. Just be sure not to show 
it to the trench-coated man hand-
ing out cupcakes to children on the 
C-train. 



News Editor: Chris Beauchamp
news@gauntlet.ucalgary.caNEWS

CAMPUS QUIPS W
hat do you think about R

alph 
K

lein retiring?

Interviews: Katy Anderson, Stephanie Shewchuk    Photographs: Geoff MacIntosh

“It’s like when a clown 
dies, I don’t know how 
you feel about that...”
– Branko Lazarevic, 
fi fth-year biological 
sciences

“I’m kinda sad, but I 
don’t really know why.”
– Desirae Stepien, third-
year chemical engineer-
ing

“I think it’s awe-
some, he should retire 
sooner.”
– Brina Goyette, second/
third-year computer 
science

“We don’t have a mas-
cot anymore!”
–Ryan Slifka, second-
year English

Hancock resigns

Chris Beauchamp
News Editor

Alberta Advanced Education 
minister Dave Hancock 
resigned his cabinet post 

this week to pursue leadership 
aspirations for the Progressive 
Conservative Party. The move 
comes on the heels of Premier 
Ralph Klein’s announcement that 
he will step down in six months. It 
also comes while the post-secondary 
system is smack in the middle of a 
comprehensive review process. 

“This is unfortunate from a 
student perspective because it puts 
into question whether all the com-
mitments he’s made will be seen 
through,” said University of Calgary 
Students’ Union vice-president exter-
nal Jen Smith. 

Calgary Egmont mla Denis 
Herard will be sworn in as Advanced 
Education Minister Thu., Apr. 6. 
Herard was first elected in 1993 

and is one of five new cabinet 
ministers appointed by Klein to fi ll 
vacancies left by leadership hope-
fuls.

Smith was present at the 
Wed., Apr. 5 
a n nou nce -
ment, and 
said the focus 
was not on 
education, but 
health-care.

“ W e ’ r e 
afraid the 
third way is 
taking over,” 
said Smith, adding Klein barely 
mentioned education when reporters 
asked him about his priorities for the 
remainder of his term.

Smith is concerned the pse review 
process could be hurt by the cabi-
net shuffl e, but Advanced Education 
spokesperson Cam Traynor insisted 
the process is still on track.

“The A Learning Alberta review 

is coming to fruition this spring 
and summer and minister Herard 
has already said he’s excited about 
completing the process,” said 
Traynor. “He has quite a background 
in education issues.”

Traynor noted Herard chaired the 
education and employment stand-
ing committee and has also sat on a 
number of education boards. Herard 
also sponsored the motion to cre-
ate the Alberta centennial education 
savings plan. 

Traynor said the A Learning 
Alberta steering committee is cur-
rently preparing its fi nal report to the 
minister, and admitted there will be 
a transition process.

“With the change of minister we’ll 
have to review the situation,” he said. 
“But he brings a lot to the table in 
both his experience and passion for 
education.”

Both Hancock and Herard were 
unavailable for comment before 
press time.

Advanced Education Minister steps 
down to pursue leadership

Herard.

400 more drunks to invade BSD 
Chris Beauchamp

News Editor

There will be 400 more rowdy 
party-goers at Bermuda Shorts 
Day Thu., Apr. 13.

Capacity in the beer gardens at 
the annual year-end party has been 
increased 10 per cent over last year, 
bringing the total capacity to 4,400 
people, according to Students’ Union 
vice-president events and good times 
Alex Vyskocil. One thousand guest 
wristbands will be available.

“It’s my last bsd,” said Vyskocil, 
who graduates this year after a 
two-year term as vp events. “I 
think the acts are going to be rad. 

Hopefully your last bsd will be as 
good as mine.” 

The line up includes the rock-a-
billy band HorrorPops, Edmonton 
dance band Shout Out Out Out 
Out, ska-punksters Five Star Affair 
and bsd veterans Small Town djs. 
Vyskocil said there will also be a 
dance stage in the beer gardens 
and a student stage near the prairie 
chicken for campus bands. 

The price for beer will remain 
at $3.75, though the event will see 
a slightly increased security presence 
to account for the increased capacity. 
Vyskocil said the Alberta Gaming 
and Liquor Commission approved 
increasing capacity because the good 

times were tame times last year. 
Campus Security manager Lanny 

Fritz said two or three extra security 
offi cers will be on hand, as well as 
seven Calgary Police constables on 
paid duty and su events staff. 

He said last year was successful 
due to good management rather 
than good luck, noting the su has 
addressed problems from the past by 
increasing the number of washroom 
facilities, expanding the total area 
of the beer gardens and eliminat-
ing long line-ups. Fritz did caution 
against some common pitfalls, add-
ing some students inevitably drink 
too much every year.

“Alcohol consumption is still 

only legal in the beer gardens,” said 
Fritz, noting police will also have 
an active checkstop set up after 

the event to deter drunk driving.
Vyskocil said a decision will be 

Hancock could be premier, but I wouldn’t bet on it.
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Digital library gets big bucks
Chris Beauchamp

News Editor

The University of Calgary is 
on track to see a massive 
new digital library build-

ing by 2008 thanks to over $100 
million in funding announced last 
week.

Alberta Advanced Education 
Minister Dave Hancock was on 
campus Fri., March 31, on the eve 
of the U of C’s 40th anniversary, 
confi rming that $113 million dol-
lars will be allocated over the next 
three years for the Campus Calgary 
Digital Library.

In addition to a large new building 
beside the existing library, the project 
is a collaboration between Calgary 
area post-secondary institutions to 
allow students from each access to 
U of C’s collections.

U of C president Dr. Harvey 
Weingarten dedicated the build-
ing to the citizens of Calgary at 
the celebration event in a tent on 
the west side of MacKimmie Library 
Block. 

“Today we are marking the start 
of the construction of an informa-
tion complex that will signifi cantly 
change how our students and the 
community access information,” said 
Weingarten. “This is a facility that 
will support a learning community 
of over 35,000 students.”

The presidents of Mount Royal 
College, sait, acad, Bow Valley 
College, Red Crow College on the 
Blood Reserve, Old Sun College, 

St. Mary’s University College and 
Nazarene Alliance University 
College were also on hand. The 
event was open to all, and included 
a video conference presentation with 
staff and faculty at both Bow Valley 
and mrc. 

New building will alter the heart of campus forever 

Construction is expected to 
begin next fall, although architects 
have yet to be hired. The project will 
be complete in 2008, and will form 
the cornerstone of the province-wide 
Lois Hole Campus Alberta Digital 
Library, said Hancock.

“It’s not just about print resources 
being digitized,” said Hancock. “It 
really, truly is about the future of 
learning. Because the ccdl will be 
the fi rst of its kind in the country, it 
will serve as a model. This is bigger 
and broader than one institution.”

The digital library itself will be 
located on the site of the tent, and 
will free up approximately 10,000 
square metres of space on campus 
for other uses by housing a num-
ber of existing services in the new 

building. The Learning Commons, 
Information Commons, Student 
Academic Services, Nickle Arts 
Museum, Library Archives and 
Special Collections will all be housed 
in the new space. Plans also include 
500 new computer workstations, 18 
seminar rooms, 35 new collaborative 
work rooms, an internet café and a 
new lounge space. 

“The Alberta government is fi rmly 
committed to building a knowledge-
based society,” said Hancock. “Today 
is the epitome of that example.”

Dr. Ann Davis, acting director 
of Information Resources, stressed 
building plans are very prelimi-
nary.

“To be quite candid, we’re not 
even sure where it’s going to go,” 
said Davis, adding that major 
changes are being looked at includ-
ing moving the MacEwan Student 
Centre loading docks to the north 
side of the building and eliminating 
the road through the centre of 
campus.

 Davis stressed that although the 
design and construction will be 
accomplished on a heightened time-
table, the decision making process 
will be extremely thorough.

“Because we’re trying to fast-track 
it, we’ll lay the foundations before 
the top fl oor is designed,” she said. 
“We will have a very functional 
program.”

Davis said the planning commit-
tee is currently working through a 
100-page document in order to hand 
it over to the architectural team.

“I really believe the U of C will be 
a world leader in this type of initia-
tive,” she said.

The announcement culminated 
in a ground-breaking ceremony 
complete with fi reworks.

U of C president Dr. Harvey Weingarten checks his notes at the groundbreaking of the 
CCDL. That screen behind him is just one example of the new technology available —TV!

Geoff MacIntosh/the Gauntlet
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U of C dominates 
head shave

Get out by tommorrow
Policy forcing rez students to leave 24 hours 
after last exam to stay in place

Sara Hanson
Gauntlet News

No time to say goodbye—
students living in residence 
will be forced out within 24 

hours of their last exam again this 
year. 

The 24 hour policy was first 
introduced two years ago to prevent 
students from celebrating the end of 
fi nals and ruining the quiet study 
time of students who have exams 
until the last day. 

“This is a fairly common practice 
with residences across 
the country,” said resi-
dence services director 
Joel Lynn. “Our num-
ber one concern is that 
we protect the rights 
of those students who 
need to study until the 
last day.”

The hasty move 
out process presents 
obstacles for some 
students.

Kaitlyn Stangeland and Alissa 
Wilchynski, two fi rst year students 
living in Kananaskis Hall, had 
planned to make the journey to 
their hometown of Swift Current, 
Sask. together but due to the policy 
this is no longer possible. 

“Alissa’s last exam is on the 20th, 
but mine is on the 22nd so we can’t 
go home together because I can’t stay 
until she is done,” said Stangeland. 

“It doesn’t make plans easy,” said 
Wilchynski. “I’ve had to work around 

Emily Senger
News Assistant

Michelle Stiphout has a new do. 
It’s a little shorter than she may have 
liked, and though her buzz cut cost 
her eight inches of blond locks, it 
raised more than $2,400 for the 
Alberta Cancer Foundation.

Stiphout, a fourth year social sci-
ences major, was one of 73 University 
of Calgary students who shaved their 
heads to collectively raise over 
$50,000 for cancer research at the 
fourth annual Kick-off to Cancer 
Month Head-shave in MacEwan 
Student Centre Thu., Mar. 30.

“Since my mom was diagnosed 
[with breast cancer] again I’ve been 
sitting by and letting her battle by 
herself and now I decided to do 
something,” explained Stiphout of 
her motivation to lose her locks. 
“She’s really proud of me.”

Mount Royal College, nait, the 
University of Lethbridge and Red 
Deer College joined in the head-
shave this year for some friendly 
competition to see which school 
could raise the most money, but 
the U of C came out well ahead of 
its competitors.  

“Between all the campuses we’ve 
raised a total of $107,000,” said 
U of C event co-organizer Jamie 
Soulodre. “U of C raised almost 
double the amount of anyone else. 
The head-shave’s been running at 
this school for the past four years 
and I think the amount raised 
by U of C has a lot to do with the 
history.” 

For students who didn’t get to 
shave their head the last time around 
the U of C medical students are hold-
ing their own head-shave on Tue., 
Apr. 11. Email pmcantle@ucalgary.ca 
for more information. 
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Jade Jensen is among 70 students who cut it all off for 
cancer.

it a lot to make things work.” 
Lynn explained alternative policies 

are available for students whose plans 
confl ict with the 24 hour rule.

“We are working with the 
Residence Students’ Association to 
be sure that we have a fl exible policy 
in place that accommodates special 
needs,” said Lynn. 

If a student’s travel plans are 
500 km or further and they are not 
able to make the journey within 24 
hours of their last exam, they can 
provide Residence Services with a 
written explanation. Lynn stressed 

that extension requests will be 
assessed on a case by case basis. 

Lynn said a second alternative 
is available to those students who 
are fl ying home and have already 
purchased a ticket for a date they 
cannot change. These students can 
present a copy of their ticket for an 
exception to be made. 

The rsa proposed an additional 
policy for students who are staying 
in Calgary over the summer but have 
a lease beginning on May 1. rsa 
president Emily Wyatt explained 

that students in the past have had a 
lease for the summer but nowhere to 
go once their exams fi nished. These 
students often resorted to bunking 
with friends who were still writing 
exams, defeating Residence Services’ 
goal of maintaining an academic 
environment. 

Wyatt confi rmed rsa has received 
a letter approving their suggestion so 
students who have a lease beginning 
on May 1 will be allowed to remain in 
residence. To qualify for the exten-
sion, these students must provide a 
signed copy of their lease and agree 

to the conditions out-
lined by Residence 
Services. 

Despite these 
exceptions, students 
with a practicum 
are still concerned 
with the move-out 
process. 

“I think it’s ridicu-
lous because we pay 
per semester and the 

semester does not end until the 
end of April,” said fi rst year nurs-
ing student Heather Lefebvre.

Lefebvre has a two-week 
practicum after her last exam, but 
was unaware that students could 
apply for an extension. 

Lynn explained there is a special 
policy in place for nursing students 
who want to continue to live in rez 
during their practicum because 
it is an academic commitment. 
While they will be required to pay 

“It is extremely unfair 
and changes need to 
be made.”

-RSA president-elect Allan Bailey

see rez move-out, page 8
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for the extra two weeks, they will 
continue to be charged the student 
rate rather than the more expensive 
summer conference rate. 

rsa president-elect Allan 
Bailey agrees the policy adds 

extra stress for students. 
“It’s extremely unfair and changes 

need to be made,” he said. “Ideally 
I would like to see a 48 hour move 
out policy, along with strict conse-
quences for those who choose to 

violate the community standards.”
Residence students will receive a 

letter by the end of the week con-
fi rming the date of their last exam 
and outlining  steps to request an 
extension. 

Rez move-out cont’d from pg. 7

You better be ready to hoist your furniture right after you fi nish exams.
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Felicia Pacentrilli
Gauntlet News 

Joanne Cuthbertson  —University 
of Calgary graduate, long-time 
advocate of education, scholar-

ship donor, mother, wife, philanthro-
pist, and now, chancellor.

On March 24th, Cuthbertson 
was elected as the university’s 11th 
chancellor, the third female to ever 
hold this position.

“She is also the fi rst alumna of the 
U of C to be elected chancellor, which 
is especially fi tting in commemora-
tion of the university’s 40th anniver-
sary,” said U of C senator and chair 
of the joint committee for chancellor 
search Anast Demitt. “It’s phenom-
enal to see graduates coming back 
and becoming chancellors.” 

Officially, Cuthbertson will be 
responsible for representing the uni-
versity in the community, chairing 
the Senate—a group of 62 volunteers 
with interest in the U of C—and 
chairing the Chancellors Club—a 
group of generous Calgarians who 
support the university. She’ll also 
assist with entrance scholarships and 
sit on the Board of Governors and 
Executive Committee. Cuthbertson 
will help in determining who receives 
honourary doctorates, preside over 
convocation ceremonies and confer 
degrees.

“My goal is for everyone to be 
proud of their university experience 
and have a sense of ownership of 
their time here,” said Cuthbertson. 
“Students should all feel really good 
about what they’re studying and 
where they are. And the faculty also 
needs to feel that they are teaching 
in the best place possible.”

To achieve this, Cuthbertson plans 
on taking action. 

“I want to speak out to the public, 
be open to speaking to the media 
and talk to more students about their 
experiences,” she said. “I am going to 
narrow my focus, resign some of my 
other commitments and just be really 
dedicated to this position. I also want 
to increase public awareness of what 
a world-class establishment the
U of C is. We have internationally 
ranked medicine, kinesiology, cre-
ative writing, and education facul-
ties and I want the community to 
recognize that.” 

Demitt said he’s confident 
Cuthbertson will be excellent for 
the U of C and the senate. 

“She’s been an advocate of pub-
lic education for a number of years, 
and her track record really speaks 
for itself,” he said.

Cuthbertson will be present at 
the offi cial unveiling of the fi rst of 
the 40 new spaces on campus and 
would love to start speaking to stu-
dents about their education.

“Education really matters to me, 
it really is our tool to change the 
world,” she said.

made Friday or Monday to deter-
mine if the weather is expected to 
cooperate. If the weather doesn’t 
cooperate, the event will be moved 
into MacEwan Hall with capacity 
reduced to 3,000. 

Two years ago bsd faced a similar 
situation, leaving a number of stu-
dents upset that guests were allowed 
into the event while they were turned 
away. Vyskocil said any decision to 
reduce the number of guest bands 
handed out depends on an early 

weather prediction, but that nobody 
with a wristband—guest or stu-
dent—would be turned away until 
the venue reaches capacity.

Vyskocil is optimistic the event 
will be a success.

“It’s going to be awesome,” he 
said.

Wristbands will be available in the 
MacEwan Student Centre North Courtyard 

April 10-12. Wristbands are free with 
student ID and proof of age. Please drink 

as responsibly as your pathetic will-power 
allows.

New U of C 
chancellor 
elected 

BSD cont’d from pg. 5

Cuthbertson.
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Incompletoplex almost completo
Stephanie Shewchuk

News Assistant

After almost four years, the 
third fl oor development of 
MacEwan Student Centre 

is nearing completion. Due to 
ongoing negotiations, the new area 
for cjsw is still stalled, but spaces 
for a revitalized Chaplain’s Centre 
and nutv are to be finished by 
May 1.

“To be honest, it was very sur-
prising, pleasantly surprising to 
be able to see the end,” said nutv 
executive director Michelle Wong. 
“The concept of the new space 
is almost a one-eighty from the 
non-accessible, non-visible place we 
had before.”

Located for some time in Taco 
Time’s old kitchen, nutv will move 
into a 2,500 square foot studio space 
on the third fl oor. The concept of 
the new offi ce is based on transpar-
ency and will be more noticeable and 
available, allowing students to watch 
the station at work.

Wong described the office as 
basic, bright and open and it will 
be painted in a coloured television 
bar scheme.

nutv will also be introducing 
some new ideas to coincide with 
the new development.

“One major thing we’re doing is 
soliciting tv pilots this summer, 
seeing how it goes and then giving 
shows to different organizations,” 
she said.

The Chaplain’s Centre also sees the 
potential for increased programming 
in its new prayer space.

“The primary thing about the 
larger space is that we’ll have the 
ability to enable more people to 
affi rm their faith,” said Chaplain’s 
Centre director Kelly Johnson.“We 
have a very active Sikh group on 
campus, as well as active Muslims 
and Christians. We also see potential 
to connect with the Native Centre 
here on campus.” 

Johnson hopes the bigger area will 
make the Chaplain’s Centre more 
accessible to the student popula-
tion. The new washrooms on the 

fl oor will also include footbaths for 
Muslim students.

Students’ Union vice-presi-
dent operations and finance Joel 
Lockwood said the expansion is a 
good way to bring about increased 
activity and innovation at the uni-
versity.

“It’s not really a one-step pro-
cess, it’s a different way of think-
ing,” he said. “The new space 
certainly helps foster student par-
ticipation.”

Also in the works for the third 
floor development is a Women’s 
Centre, which is still undergoing 
negotiations with the su, but is slated 
to open in December 2006.

“We are currently in the process of 
meeting with different stakeholder 
groups in order to see what people 
want on campus,” said special advi-
sor to the president on student life 

Sheila O’Brien.“Our focus is sup-
porting the academic plan and 
providing a gathering place. We 
want it to be a place of kindness 
where people can feel welcome and 
valued.”

A donation of $100,000 has been 
provided for the space by a private 
donor, who will be revealed when 
the centre opens in the future. 
O’Brien explained this funding 
will cover infrastructure and also 
some programs.  

“We don’t want to deliver a bunch 
of services that are already available,” 
said advisor to the president on 
women’s issues Dr. Claudia Emes, 
who is spearheading the project 
with O’Brien. “It will be a bright 
and warm place that people can 
use as a central hub or contact point 
on campus. We will be meeting on 
Apr. 10 from 1‒3 p.m. in the Rozsa 

Centre where students can come and 
tell us what they want to see.”

Lockwood emphasized that the 
rest of the project on the third fl oor 
is very close to completion.

“We’re done 92 per cent of it,” he 
said. “We just need to do some more 

work on the ceiling, some painting, 
work on hardware, and then clean 
up, then we’re fi nished.”

In all, the total cost of the devel-
opment, excluding the Women’s 
Centre and cjsw’s agreement, was 
approximately $1.3 million.

The NUTV executive (Clockwise from left) Tinu Sinha, Michelle Wong, Tim Mooney and Sheryl Orr are pumped about their 
new space and awesome hardhats.
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PeopleSoft saves the day
Simon Jackson

Gauntlet News

A further potential conflict 
between University of 
Calgary support staff and 

administration  was narrowly averted 
this week after a new system rollout 
in the payroll department helped fi x 
a glitch that cost staff as much as 
$900 from their pay cheques. The 
error, caused by a programming 

miscalculation in the legacy payroll 
system had removed too much tax 
from the previous week’s salary and 
had left many staff members short of 
money and extremely frustrated.

The issue caused a fl urry of emails 

between staff members unhappy 
with the results. Several members 
demanded that their union represen-
tatives speak to the administration 
to seek a resolution. Alberta Union 
of Provincial Employees Local 52 
chair Shirley Maki stressed that 
the problems were purely software 
related.

“The issue was repaired as of 
[Mon., Apr. 10],” said Maki. “The 
shortage in pay was caused by an 
incorrect calculation in the old 
payroll system, not the fault of our 
brothers and sisters in the payroll 
department.”

Maki said several members of 
staff were charged excessive tax on 
their pay. The mistakes varied, with 
between $5 and $900 in excess tax 
being removed. 

“As far as I understand it, the 
rollout of the new PeopleSoft sys-
tem fi xed any glitches and any money 
was refunded,” she said. “The situa-
tion was made worse in the minds 
of many of our members because 
our newly negotiated pay raises had 
been affected. The pay deal was to 
provide extra pay retroactively for 
the previous 11 months and so the 
mistakes had cost staff more than 
usual.” 

Payroll manager Pat Aldridge, in 
charge of implementing the new 
PeopleSoft system, said staff were 
aware that there would likely be 
glitches, but didn’t expect the scope 
of the problems.

“The backdated pay was included 
in the last week’s salary so it caused 
extra frustration when things went 
wrong,” said Aldridge. “The func-
tions to analyze tax calculations 

were not working correctly. This 
was a symptom of our old system 
and one of the reasons we replaced it 
with PeopleSoft. Although we might 
have eventually discovered the rea-
sons for the errors, they would have 
cost a lot of time and money to fi x. 
With the rollout of PeopleSoft only a 
week away it was not worth the cost 
of attempting to alter the structure 
of the legacy system.”

Aldridge explained the rational 
behind switching to PeopleSoft, 
highlighting the university admin-
istrations rollout of the product.

“The use of PeopleSoft is strong 
in the public sector and the admin-
istration intends to utilize it’s func-
tionality across the campus in all 
administrative areas,” said Aldridge. 
“The system has been planned 
in payroll since February 2005, 
and fi nally went live this week on 
April 1. 

Reaction from employees was 
generally mixed, with many hop-
ing for improvement, but being 
wary of the reputation of the new 
system. Outdoor Centre operations 
manager Albi Sole is optimistic 
mistakes can be avoided in the 
future.

“It’s ironic really that this whole 
thing happened,” said Sole. “The 
rollout of PeopleSoft was delayed 
until the fi nal calculations for year 
end and taxes were done, and to 
allow the retroactive changes to pay 
to be made. In the end they needed 
PeopleSoft to fi x the situation.”

PeopleSoft was implemented 
as the key component of Project 
Emerge, a plan to overhaul the 
U of C’s administrative systems.

New software can beat up old software
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Ændrew Rininsland
Gauntlet News

Several hundred protesters 
gathered at Olympic Plaza 
Fri., Mar. 31 to rally against 

Alberta Premier Ralph Klein’s 
Third Way health-care reforms. 
Afterwards, the group mobilized 
and moved to protest in front of 
the Telus Convention Centre, site of 
this year’s Progressive Conservative 
Party general meeting. 

“Ralph’s future is in the balance, 
and we’re going to help him, to help 
the delegates, make the right choice,” 
said Calgary-Mountain View mla 
Dr. David Swann, who was the 
opening speaker at the event and 

one of the main organizers. 
The event was partially orga-

nized by the citizen-interest group 
Friends of Medicare and was used 
to drive awareness of what are seen 
as attempts to privatize health-care 
in Alberta by the Klein government. 
The group is critical of the plan and 
sees it as an attempt to further divide 
the rich and poor.

Several groups made speeches 
while the Raging Grannies sang 
songs throughout the event. 
Members from the provincial 
Liberal, New Democratic and Green 
parties spoke against the plan.

“We asked Ralph Klein during the 
[provincial election] debate if he had 
a secret plan for privatizing health-

care—he lied,” said Edmonton 
Highlands mla Brian Mason. “I’ve 
got a message for Ralph Klein: We’ve 
stopped you before and we’ll stop 
you again.”

Once the rally was fi nished, the 
protesters marched on the Telus 
Convention Centre. The delegates 
for the convention caught outside 
watched as nearly 700 people 
appeared out of nowhere to claim 
ownership of the street outside the 
building. The group chanted slogans 

such as “Third Way, no way” and 
“This is what democracy looks like” 
while Conservative Party members 
awaiting the results of Ralph Klein’s 
leadership review watched from the 
second fl oor. 

After a while, a group of protest-
ers splintered off from the main 
group gathered in the street to try 
and enter the main building via a 
+15 walkway attached to the Telus 
Convention Centre South build-
ing, directly across the street. They 

were quickly halted by police and 
some time later, moved back to the 
street where the group attempted 
to enter the main building en 
masse, only to be barred by a metal 
gate. 

Tory supporters caught on the out-
side had the diffi cult task of trying 
to get around the mob, which con-
tinued to protest for several hours. 
Police were called in to supervise the 
protest, which lasted until around 
8 p.m. that night.

Hundreds storm Ralph’s party
Health care more important to people than PCs thought
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Is this what democracy looks like? Huh?!?! Well is it??
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Is this what tyranny and exclusion look like? Yes.
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Islam defi es easy defi nition
Eric Klotz

Gauntlet News 

Islamic fundamentalism and 
terrorism reinforce negative 
stereotypes of Islam as a vio-

lent religion and fuels academic 
arguments for a clash of civiliza-
tions between the West and Islam. 
This week the Muslim Students 
Association is doing its part to 
reverse negative stereotyping with 
Islamic Awareness Week at the 
University of Calgary.

“The Muslim, Christian and Jewish 
religions have a common heritage,” 
said msa president Muhammad Al-
Murayri. “We need to sit at the same 
table and engage in dialogue.” 

Al-Murayri is organizing the 
April 3‒7 awareness campaign 
focused on inter-faith dialogue.

On Monday evening the msa 
brought together a Rabbi and an 
Islamic Scholar to discuss the vio-
lently controversial Danish cartoons 
fi rst published in September 2005 
and again in Canada in February 
2006—most notably by Calgary-
based news magazine, the Western 
Standard. 

Dr. Jamal Badawi introduced the 
Danish cartoons as a tragic event 
which introduced an important 
opportunity for interfaith-dia-
logue. 

“The silver lining in such a tragedy 
is that we can sit down and discuss 
such matters,” said Badawi, not-
ing the dialogue concerning the 
Danish caricatures of the Prophet 
Muhammad has been described as 
an example of a potential clash of 
civilizations between the U.S.-led 
West and Islam.  

Samuel P. Huntington spawned 
the clash of civilizations as a politi-
cal theory with an article in a 1993 
issue of the journal Foreign Affairs, 
which later became a book. The basic 
premise of Huntington’s thesis is 
that 21st century geopolitics will be 
dominated by culturally based civi-
lizations rather than the interests of 
nation-states.       

“This is not a clash of civilizations, 
it is a clash between the uncivilized 
on both sides [Muslim states and the 
West],” said Badawi. 

After the publications of the cari-
catures of the Prophet Mohammad 
by a Danish newspaper, the 
Danish Embassy in Beirut was 
burned down and approximately 
45 people were killed in violent
demonstrations throughout the 
Muslim world. 

“Under Islamic teaching there 
is no grounds to take such vio-
lent reprisals,” said Badawi. “This 
violates long-standing Islamic 
traditions.” 

Badawi stressed the lack of civility 
on both sides of the confl ict. 

“This is not an issue of car-
toons, this is an issue of depicting 
the Prophet as a terrorist,” said 
Badawi. “How is it in the West that 
a Holocaust denier be put in prison, 

Calgarian Muslims share their experiences of converting to Islam as part of Islamic Awareness Week.
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yet when the Prophet to one-fi fth of 
the world’s population is insulted  it 
is said to be a right of freedom of 
speech? The Muslim world felt they 
had been oppressed not only inter-
nally by tyrannical leaders, but also 
from the outside from the biggest 
power in the world.

Rabbi Dovid Weiss also felt the real 
issue has been misinterpreted. 

“Interfaith dialogue doesn’t have 
to mingle our faiths,” said Weiss. 
“The issue is that something has 
been misconstrued. The cartoons 

that were printed [are] something 
that has been bothering the Jewish 
religious community for some time. 
Political movements are the catalyst 
that brings about something like 
these cartoons. 

Weiss said he believed it is politi-
cal agendas on both sides that tend 
to antagonize issues out of propor-
tion.

Islamic Awareness Week runs until 
Fri., Apr. 7. The MSA will be in the 

MacEwan Student Centre North Courtyard 
with more info.

Islam, cont’d from pg 12

A trek to save the caribou
Katy Anderson

Gauntlet News

What would it take for you 
to follow thousands of 
caribou across barren, 

frozen tundra for fi ve months?
A husband and wife team did it to 

raise awareness about the issues fac-
ing the caribou. Last week, their story 
came to campus at a fi lm screening 
in Residence of Being Caribou. The 
fi lm chronicles the journey of fi lm-
maker Leanne Allison and wildlife 
biologist Karsten Heuer, as they trek 
1,500 kilometres on foot to highlight 
the plight of the caribou. The situ-
ation concerns both American and 
Canadian experts.

Drilling in the arctic is part of 
the U.S. Congress’ budget bill this 
week. If the bill goes through it will 
violate a 1987 treaty between the U.S. 
and Canada, affecting wildlife and 
the way of life for the Alaskan fi rst 
nations people, the Gwichin.

“The issue is that the [U.S.] 
government wants to drill for oil 
in the porcupine caribou’s calving 
grounds,” said Alaska Wilderness 
League national fi eld director Erik 
DuMont.

The caribou need the coastal 
plains for three reasons: they eat 
grass to build up their fat for the 
journey back, the ocean breeze keeps 
the mosquitoes away and there are 
less predators. If the caribou leave 
these things—and they will—they 
will be much less successful in raising 
their calves, explained DuMont. 

“Our own government scientists 
have estimated that drilling in their 
calving grounds would decrease the 

herd by 40 per cent,” said DuMont. 
“They wouldn’t be able to relocate 
to another suitable area. There just 
isn’t space for it, the coastal area is 
too small.”

Caribou are not the only form 
of wildlife that would suffer from 
drilling for oil on the coastal plains, 
explained Yukon’s only member of 
parliament, Larry Bagnell. There are 
many species of migrating birds and 
polar bears (also increasingly endan-

gered) that den there. The dozen 
villages of people who harvest the 
caribou on their journey will also 
be affected. 

“The Gwichin people can eat 
caribou one, two or three times a 
day, on occasion,” said Bagnell. “If the 
herd goes extinct it would basically 
be a cultural genocide of Gwichin 
people, who base their whole life 
around the caribou. They would 
be forced to migrate south, which 

would break up their community. 
It would bring an end to the equi-
librium the Gwichin have shared 
with the caribou for thousands of 
years.”

The Gwichin would not be able 
to sustain their way of life without 
the caribou because of the remote-
ness of the villages. It would be too 
expensive for most Gwichin to bring 
up supplies, explained Bagnell. Not 
only is caribou a major staple of the 

Gwichin diet but they also use them 
for clothing and artwork. 

“We can’t—in this increasingly 
complicated world—afford to 
cause any culture and their ideas 
to go extinct,” said Bagnell. “Every 
culture has some of the answers that 
we need to draw on—as we draw on 
all cultures—for the key to survival 
of us all.”

Check out www.beingcaribou.com for 
more info.

Stephanie Shewchuk
News Assistant

The University of Alberta has 
responded to the growing num-
ber of students pursuing science 
majors with a brand new build-
ing on campus, the Centennial 
Centre for Interdisciplinary 
Science.

In order to accommodate growth, 
the new centre will provide 1,200 
more spaces for undergraduate 
students and 478 more spaces 
for graduate students studying 
science. A total of 57 new faculty 

members will also be added.
In comparison, the U of C cur-

rently hosts 6,000 students in the 
faculty of science, at both the under-
graduate and graduate levels.

The U of A announced the 
development of the new facility at 
the end of March, asserting that it 
hopes to inject fresh perspectives 
into research and teaching through 
its creation.

Though the ccis isn’t slated to 
open until 2010, the Alberta govern-
ment has already committed $285 
million over the next three years 
towards its construction. In total, 

the project will cost an estimated 
$315 million and will be 52,227 
square metres.

U of A president Dr. Indira 
Samarasekera warmly received the 
announcement.

“This commitment clearly dem-
onstrates the province’s vision and 

leadership in innovation, learn-
ing and access to post-secondary 
education,” she said. “The ccis is 
a state-of-the-art facility that will 
enhance our research reputation 
and foster interdisciplinary col-
laboration. It is a brilliant and 
visionary investment by Albertans 

in the future of science and knowl-
edge.”

The new building will replace 
two older science facilities that are 
no longer functional and will become 
the fl agship of the faculty of science. 
Construction is expected to begin as 
early as June 2006.

New U of A centre bigger than ours

Karsten Heuer (l) and Leanne Allison spent fi ve months among 120,000 caribou to bring attention to their cause. What 
have you done lately?
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Next week will be the fi nal TLF section 
of the year. It seems as though you all 
enjoy humiliating me, judging by the 
overwhelming failure of last week’s 
contest—not one of you would just 
fucking humour me... assholes. So I’m 
going to try something new. For next 
week I propose a photo TLF section. 
You can make this happen. Participate, 
for fuck’s sake, or we will ban TLFs for-
ever. Yes, I wield that kind of power  —at 
least until the editorial changeover. 
You know the drill—bring your 
photo TLF to MSC 319 or email them 
to tlfs@gauntlet.ucalgary.ca. All 
submissions must include your name, 
ID number, phone number and signa-
ture. Submissions judged to be sexist, 
racist, homophobic or attacks of a per-
sonal nature will not be printed.

What’s behind the plywood in the 
Social Sciences hallway? I’ve got to 
know! Come and see (and get food!) 
on Wed., Apr. 12 at 3 p.m. 

-Taking my place

Play Aussie Rules Football this summer! 
New players welcome. Training is 
just starting. Email Gareth for details, 
williag@ucalgary.ca.

In need of slip n’ slides for awesome-
ness in near future, say BSD? Contact 
us at needslipnslides@hotmail.com.

Living as a hobo/student on campus 
this week. Check out my site:http:
//hobostudent.blogspot.com.

Next week is anti-douchebag week! If 
you have come to realize your prof is 
a douchebag, then don’t go to class. 
That’s what textbooks are for.

-Capt. Ratbeard, founder of the 
anti-douchebag movement

To the drunk/stoned fucktards in Castle 
Hall the night of Apr. 4: I think it’s great 
you have nothing better to do with 
your time than to go around ripping 
the message boards off of people’s 
doors at 3:30 a.m. I am comforted by 
imagining your looks of horror in early 
June while you gaze with dismay at 
your GPAs of 0.28 and wonder why 
you are on academic probation. This 
is the real world, fuckers. Go back to 
high school.

-Pissed off and sleepless

BSD Pub Crawl! Tickets are $30, email 
mjfl otta@ucalgary.ca.

I would like to apologize to all Gauntlet 
readers for all the substandard TLF’s I 
have produced over this past year. If 
you see me walking the halls, please 
give me a swift kick in the balls.

-thedrewskii

Looking for serious South Asian poets, 
writers, artists, and musicians who 
are interested in forming a forum 
to develop arts and literature in the 
S. Asian community and hope-
fully organize a festival toward 
that end. Please contact Sarah at 
sarahsmalik@yahoo.ca.
 

To the couple who oogles each other in 
wmst201: I get so horny when I see that. 
No really, it turns me on. My favourite 
part is when you wash the Tim Hortons 
down with each other’s saliva

To the idiots in cpsc203 TR 11 a.m. 
who have been talking through class 
the entire semester: Why do you even 
go to class? Next year, try having some 
fucking respect for your professor and 
fellow students or just don’t bother 
showing up. No one wants you there 
anyway.

(Wait, someone actually feels the 
need to pay attention in cpsc203? I 
wonder who the real idiot is here...

-PrediKate ed.)

Responsible and experienced bartender 
needed for fast-paced downtown bar. 
Hours are 4 p.m. to close, Monday 
through Friday. Please email resume 
to janicechenier@shaw.ca.

Intrigued Blue Eyed-Brunette: Come by 
the gym, I’m interested to check out 
your technique. I could always help you 
out with your form. Maybe you could 
show me how you “pump it.”

-Curious Red head.

For professional proofreading and edit-
ing (for organization, coherance[sic], 
etc.) of your papers by a veteran 
English teacher and author, email 
paper_editing@hotmail.com.

(Do I even need to say it?
-PrediKate)

Gender Bender Drag Show @ the Den, 
Sat., Apr. 8. Doors at 8 p.m., Shows 
at 9 p.m. and 10:30 p.m. Everyone 
welcome! Tickets $5 in advance or $7 
at the door. Email glass@ucalgary.ca 
for more info.

To the guy who sits it the back right 
corner in enel343: Are you George-
Michael?

-Anne

You: Shorts and blue medical clogs. 
Me: shaved head, glasses on Wed. 
morning standing at the front of the 
20 Heritage bus to the Foothills Hospital, 
we both got armpit face washes by the 
same weird dude and laughed in aston-
ishment before we got off... Lets get 
together and fi ght against these space 
invaders. Aphelia001@hotmail.com. 

Gregg is infantile in the crotchular 
region.

-Grady

Happy birthday Hilary! Damn grandma, 
you’re getting old.

-G-spot, Kdog, Darryl and Les

To the soft/muscley guy with blonde 
streaks and the perpetually bored look 
on his face who was doing work on his 
laptop in the library commons on Mar. 
30 and who always has a girl walking 
with him (I hope they’re your hags). I’m 
in love with you and have been since 
Sept. If you want to get in touch, I’ll 
be wearing my gay atheist awareness 
week t-shirt. Kisses.

I don’t love MB. Get a life, get a job, 
or get laid and for the love of God, 
stop vandalizing the home room you 
pathetic geeks.  There’s more to life than 
programming, the Den, and Starcraft. 
Oh wait, I forgot, you’re engineers, 
good luck with the getting laid part.

-Zoo Sucks
(Ironically enough, an engineer sent 

this in. I guess he’s got fi rst-hand 
knowledge when it comes to failing 

to get laid. Get it? Hand? 
-PrediKate ed.))

To the 5’9” brunette in hist529: Come 
to the 5th fl oor and get your sexual 
chocolate! Same place as last time.

-Hot, black, and strong (like coffee)

Why do I see these ads all around cam-
pus once a year: “For Sale: One slightly 
used couch, worn off fabric, duct tape 
on one cushion, smells like ass. $30 
O.B.O.” You think anyone wants to buy 
your sexually abused couch? 

-Sick

Wmst201 TR at11:00 a.m.: “Although 
some may see the inclusion of 
personal narrative as a strength of 
young feminism, others see it as a 
weakness, regarding it as self-indul-
gent, unchallengable, and theoreti-
cally weak.” Please read p 65 of the 
text and shut up.

-This is a class, not a 
counseling session

To the Canadian Troops and U.S. 
Marines: We support you. You guys 
are doing a good job, keep it up! RIP 
Private Robert Costall.

Dear Wednesday night girl: Thanks for 
the good times this year. You know 
how to keep a guy satisfi ed.

-Your Special Friend

School year end is nigh! Wanted: Pretty 
girl, preferably with blue eyes, blonde 
hair, freckles… But I am open to all 
lookers for a summer romance and 
maybe more. Maybe I can start that 
on BSD or as soon as you email me at 
desesperado88@hotmail.com. 

(Yeah. That’s sketchy.
-PrediKate ed.)

To the most gorgeous Asian girl I sort 
of met and traded wanting looks with 
a few weeks back at the Den: You 
probably don’t remember me, but I 
sure remember you... Hope to see 
you at BSD! 

-Wishful thinking

Secure, heated, underground parking. 
Great deal at $49/month! Phone 239-
0380 or 397-3020.

Look out women! A shoe thief is making 
her rounds in the women’s locker room.  
As if we don’t have enough to worry 
about during this time of year.

-Recycled Goodyear tire shoes rule

To the star wars guy in the basketball 
courts: You are ridiculous!

Dear ‘Prince of Persia’: You are going 
off on a tangent with your “apple 
story.”  This is not about apples, but 
about atomic weapons. If Iran wanted 
nuclear energy only, why didn’t they 
allow UN inspections? You are not 
supporting Persia, but an extremist 
totalitarian regime. If you like freedom, 
stop defending the axis of evil!

-Educated Muslim

BJH: Who’s going to be my Tues. 2 
p.m. coffee date now that you are 
graduating? I’m going to miss you. 
You’re irreplaceable. Good luck in 
everything... But don’t you go forget-
tin’ about me.

-Karma (Yeah, you know it)

Tired of the engineers not telling 
you the rules to hoedown?  Visit this 
website: http://ca.geocities.com/
rulestohoedown/rulestohoedown.html. 
The world must know!

-Hoedown wrecker
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Thanks to the recent wave of 
comic book movies like the 
upcoming Superman Returns 

and X-Men: The Last Stand, there’s 
never been more interest in comic 
books. Unfortunately, comics have 
only gotten increasingly inacces-
sible. Plenty of movie-goers have 
trotted into their local comic book 
store to grab a companion to their 
favourite superhero movie, only to 
come out frustrated and confused. 
The reason is simple: Spider-Man’s 
gone corporate, kids.

If you want to read all of Spider-
Man’s wacky adventures this month, 
put aside a lot of time and money. 
Marvel publishes seven monthly 
(and one annual), comics featuring 
the wall-crawler. That aloe would set 
you back $35, if you wanted them all. 
With a notebook and a lot of luck, 
you’ll understand what’s going on. 
But odds are you’ll need to find 
out the background for most of the 
character—which may prove a bit 
troublesome, considering Marvel’s 
been publishing at least one monthly 
Spider-Man comic since 1963.

What compels the publishers to 
crank out so many Spider-Man com-
ics each month? Money. Amazing 
Spider-Man averages 80,000 unit 
sales per month. Astonishing X-
Men, featuring the X-Men characters 
from the movies, sells 140,000 issues. 
New Avengers, featuring Spider-Man 
and Wolverine, manages to entice 
125,000 nerds out of their money. 
If Spider-Man and Wolverine sell 
lots while appearing in one issue 
per month, there’s no reason for 
the companies not to put them in 
more books. The two big comic book 
publishers, Marvel Comics and DC 
Comics, are both publicly traded 
companies that have a responsibil-
ity to maximize sales as much as 
they can, which easily explains the 
innumerable Batman, Superman, 
Spider-Man and X-Men stories.

While comic books have devel-
oped some mainstream appeal, 
the fl aw with the industry’s new-
found corporate responsibility is 
increased inaccessibility. Long-
time readers may have no trouble 
following their favourite characters 
after movies have doubled their 
monthly appearances, but it’s 
daunting for a new reader to pick 

up Amazing Spider-Man #532 and 
try to catch up. Marvel attempted 
to amend this problem when they 
launched the Ultimate Marvel 
line in 2000, re-writing their most 
popular characters in a more con-
temporary setting. Despite being 
designed for accessibility, Ultimate 
Marvel has become a victim of its 
own success, with sales dictating 
the expansion of the line from one 
book in 2000 to an unwieldily six 
monthly comics recently. It’s hard 
to write a cohesive universe and 
compelling continuity over six 
different titles—each with a dif-
ferent writer. 

At the other end of the accessi-
bility spectrum sits Archie Comics. 
While easily accessible, the stories 
are always the same and characters 
in stasis. Reggie never stops trying 
to steal Veronica away from Archie, 
who, in turn, will never be able to 
stop chasing two girls at once. The 
stories have no consequence, which 
can be just as frustrating to the reader 
as having to wade through decades 
of stories about clones, goblins and 
dead girlfriends. Appropriately, 
Archie’s sales are much lower than 
those of the superheroic —at a ratio 
of around 30 to 1.

Comic books are neat. They’re 

a great medium for visual story-
telling, and the publishers have 
come upon a veritable gold-mine 
of potential new readership thanks 
to the movies. Unfortunately, the 
serialized nature of the medium 
and the corporate nature of the 
publishers have conspired to make 
comic books a joy only for the patient 
and the rich. In time, hopefully the 
publishers will fi nd a balance between 
accessibility and consequence, and 
Little Billy will be able to walk into the 
comic store on the way home from 
the movies without being frightened 
and confused by what he finds 
inside. 
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be employed with caution. The use 
of false logic and non-comparable 
phenomena is an insult to the aca-
demia at this institute, and leads 
the thought process of the pro-life 
club, as well as the administration 
to be held in contempt. Regardless 
of the issue at hand, logic should 
always prevail, which sadly was not 
the case here.

Shahbaz Syed

Editor, the Gauntlet,
[Re: “Genocide Awareness 
Project,” March 30, 2006]

Regarding your article covering 
the pro-life Genocide Awareness 
Project, it is necessary to clear up 
some of the mistakes that you 
have made. Once again, while 
reading the Gauntlet, I felt like 
I was perusing the pages of the 
National Inquirer or the top 10
fiction list at Chapters.

I’d like to start by pointing out 
that several minds were changed 
as a direct result of this display. 
While this so-called “newspa-
per” claims that our arguments 

Editor, the Gauntlet,
[Re: “Pro life display offensive,” 
March 30, 2006]

I want to thank Sarah Laemon 
on behalf of my Oma and Opa, as 
well as my Aunt Greta, for her letter 
admonishing the pro-life display.  
I was personally hurt when I saw 
the pictures of genocide displayed.  
Did the pro-life protestors not stop 
to consider the feelings of those 
whose families were involved in 
these atrocities?  I realize that you 

Editor, the Gauntlet,
[Re: “Supporting the unborn could 
support the economy,” March 30, 
2006]

Kyle Francis, I am disappointed 
in you. Campus Pro-Life was not 
calling for criminalising abortion. 
You are blowing smoke.

Here’s the abortion debate in a 
nutshell: If one doesn’t want a baby 
the baby’s life has no intrinsic value. 
If one wants the baby the baby’s life 
has value; want=value. A human life 
is now a transaction to be voided 
at will.

The ‘right to choose’ implies 
respect for human dignity. How 
many creatures in nature wantonly 
kill their own offspring? We as west-
ern nations are behaving extremely 
questionably by killing our weakest 
and most voiceless.

Arthur Schmidt

Ctrl-Alt-Del

are “basic at best and wholly 
incorrect at worst” you in no way 
showed how they were incorrect or 
basic but rather resorted to insults 
and base humour. This is typical 
of pro-abortionists in general, 
who are brilliant at coming up 
with irrelevant and ad hominem
arguments such as “your cam-
paign stinks like manure” and 
“one, two, three, four, I declare 
a choice war.”  

In fact, it is not the pro-lifers 
but the other side who really have 
no argument to justify the killing 
of the most innocent of human 
beings. This is so evident, even 
to them, that we found nobody 
at the abortion clinic, Planned 
Parenthood, or even the univer-
sity willing to debate this issue in 
a formal setting.

I was also far from amused to 
read the article suggesting that the 
pro-life movement is based on eco-
nomic motivations. This is simply 
inappropriate, and while I realize it 
was written in order to poke fun at 
our message, it showed a clear lack 
of understanding about the issue.  
Since when does society make kill-
ing legal because those committing 
the act may get harmed in the pro-
cess? We don’t make bank robbery 
legal even though it is dangerous 
for the criminal, do we?  Despite 
your best efforts, we will not go 
away, we will not be silent, and 
our message will be heard.

Matthew Wilson

Seriously, 
they’re offensive

Kyle Francis is 
teh suck

are going for shock value to try to 
prove your point, and I applaud 
you for exercising your demo-
cratic rights, but you crossed a line 
between making a point and just 
being insensitive.

I cannot imagine what my Aunt 
Greta would say if she had seen that.  
Her entire family was murdered 
in Auschwitz. She only survived 
because my Oma and Opa risked 
their lives, and the lives of their four 
small children, to hide her and keep 
her safe throughout the Nazi occu-
pation of the Netherlands.

I don’t care if you are pro-life 
or pro-choice. I realize that not 
everyone is going to have the same 
point of view as I do. I accept that 
and respect that.  I think you would 
receive a much better reaction if you 
adopted a campaign that was infor-
mative and respectful.

I ask you, pro-life club, to stop 
exploiting a very painful time in my 
family’s history for the purpose of 
furthering your own agenda.  That 
is not what we are supposed to 
have learned from such atrocities 
in history.

Nicole van der Meulen

Super Death Lo
ve Entropy
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Adam R. Ramsay
Gauntlet Columnist

“The inherent vice of capitalism is 
the unequal sharing of blessings; the 
inherent virtue of socialism is the 
equal sharing of miseries.”

–Sir Winston Churchill 

During the last few months 
the lurking omen of two 
tier health-care did a 

vanishing act, and each time it 
reappeared the debate was more 
contentious. Without mincing any 
words, I must admit I was start-
ing to cheer for the away team. It 
wasn’t that I did not sympathize 
with the experts and the impas-
sioned monologues that carved the 
slopes of the alarmist mountains. 
Sure it may be slippery slope, but 
there were many risks in the desert 
of unknowns, and the debate over 
the matter of a two tier, privatized 
health-care system needed an injec-
tion of relativity. Who were they 
kidding anyway? A two tier health-
care system? We live in a two tier 
society. 

The sayings are so obvious they 
begged me to endure the hysteria 
and dare suggest that a health-
care system envisioned with the 
Hippocratic Oath at heart had 
long ago been replaced by Dom 
Perignon at the bedsides of the icu. 
Such is not the case, and some-
where in their own foggy reasoning 
lies an important realization. It’s 
comic that we’re up in arms over 
the inequity of the rich having 
access to greener pastures—this 
is the case in every other facet of 
society. Cars, vacations, defense 
lawyers, houses, interest rates, 
clothes, food and education are 
already available in their highest 
quality to the highest bidder. Being 
rich is advantageous in more than 
one arena, so why is health-care 
delivered at a premium any more 

abject than access to Johnny 
Cochrane or quadruple-ply toilet 
paper.  

Perhaps it’s the last refuge of 
the commoner. The Pollyanna 
notion that despite the best 
efforts of everyone, the wealthy 
have front row tickets to the 
crucifiction, fly first class to the 
Las Vegas recreation of Paris, and 
smoke cigars rolled on the supple 
thighs of virgin Cuban children. 
While the need for health-care is 
fundamental, there’s no reason 
why profit motive shouldn’t 
affect it as well. Going over the 
income statements of pharmaceu-
tical giants Bristol Myers Squibb 
and Pfizer (combined profits of 
$11 billion in 2005) I must 
say that if capitalism has not 

Two tiered health-care good

already invaded medicine then 
I am somewhere outside the 
loop.  

That said, the fears of the 
two tier system cannot be com-
pletely discounted, however, just 
because the rich will have access 
to better health-care does not 
necessarily mean the current 
system will violently implode.

The inherent problem is the cur-
rent system is oddly reminiscent of 

self-defeating protectionism. If the 
two tier system is lambasted by the 
notion that it will be unaffordable 
for almost everyone then I must 
say everyone needs to go back to 
first year economics. By the same 
means of competition the new
 providers prices will eventually 
come down and for those who 
place a premium on their health, 
with a little rearranging in the 
monthly budget (less Starbucks

 and Lu Lu Lemon), the superior 
system may just be affordable for 
the many. 

Universal health-care is a beaut-
iful concept, one that speaks 
to the hearts and minds of the 
deep rooted compassion of 
the average Canadian. But that 
same nationalistic makeup has 
never been one to deny the luxu-
ries to those willing to pay for 
them.
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Adam R. Ramsay
Gauntlet Columnist

“Buy land, they’re not making it 
anymore.”

–Mark Twain

As Calgary’s real estate 
market booms, earning a 
26 per cent average gain in 

2005, everyone should be grateful 
that the heavenly tar sand deposits 
formed where they did. Alberta’s 
resources wealth has bolstered 

our real estate to incredible 
proportions. But there is a dark 
side to real estate, not in the fine 
print nor in polluted land but in 
the agents that sell it. Real estate 
agents represent a useless and 
archaic enterprise that should 
be destroyed. Shakespeare once 
said that first we must kill all the 
lawyers. While I don’t disagree, we 
should also kill all the real estate 
agents while we’re at it.

Home buying can be intimidat-
ing. Significant money is involved 

and of course it is an experience 
one takes on with little to no expe-
rience. But nowhere does such an 
experience call for the surrender-
ing of six per cent or more of your 
home’s market value to a pimp 
that took a three month course. I 
don’t know about you, but when 
I think of integrity I don’t think 
of fridge magnets and bus stop 
advertising. Somewhere between 
the 895 million porn sites online 
there is a plethora of information 
to assist first time buyers. One 
such website, Welist.com, has 
quite successfully eliminated the 
need for any hands to be stuffed 

in the home equity cookie
 jar

Real estate agents continue to 
thrive in this city for two out-
landish reasons. Firstly, home 
appreciation is occurring at such 
a rate that no one cares about 
that six per cent, and secondly we 
somehow have been conditioned 
to think they’re necessary. If that 
six per cent seems insignificant, 
consider that on your suburban 
kingdom with a market value of 
about $500,000 that six per cent 
represents $30,000, or roughly 
the after-tax annual income of the 
majority of Canada’s population. 

The day I need a real estate agent 
is the day I need a professional ass 
wiper. It might be convenient, but 
I would never want to be involved 
in something so degrading.

At the current growth rate, your 
real estate investment—quite 
possibly the biggest investment 
you will ever have—will double 
roughly every three years. If you 
want to pass away those gains to 
someone in a short-sleeve suit from 
Wal-Mart who’s business card has 
their nickname in quotations, please 
contact me instead. Adam “the land 
pimp” Ramsay! Don’t forget to bend 
over.

Real estate? More like fake estate
Hey! Salespeople are slimy. Didn’t you know? 
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By Ben Hoffman

Against the setting sun behind the 
large Buddha head carved in the 
valley’s rock wall, Mr. Monday’s 

orange robes appear on fi re. The other 
monks’ robes glow a similar hue of twi-
light bright, but they still seem dull and 
simple juxtaposed with Mr. Monday. He 
reaches down to his right for the needle. 
“You don’t mind if I hit this while I 
answer?”

His next words fl oat unnaturally from a 
mouth crowned by rolled-up eyes. “There 
are moments when I don’t feel like I need 
to be saved—those really obtuse, happy 
moments. Par example, this one time, I sat 
in a café on a tribal reserve, you know, 
those shitty, poorly maintained ones—or 
they used to be. These kids, all about 12 
years old, in their clean little Dashikis, were 
laughing and pounding their Djembes. It 
wouldn’t have even stood out, but two 
of the kids were white, and their par-
ents—I think their parents, I was pretty 
stoned—were all laughing together at the 
table next to me. Nobody was complain-
ing about anybody else’s values eroding 
their own; nobody said anything about 
their superiority. 

“I bet you think that sounds flaky; 
someone like me should have a more 
controversial answer, right? Well, fuck 
that. I edged my way into their conver-
sation, and it turns out they ran a farm 
commune together. White African farmers 
were the most obstinate people before this 
all started, so that was a surprise. And, 
yeah, those kind of things make it worth 
it, no matter how much like Angelina Jolie 
that makes me sound. Anyway, I didn’t 
pursue that moment any further. What 
purpose would it serve to fi nd out they 
weren’t doing it because they saw the 
value of peace, but were they just afraid 
of Rex Monday? I just shut up and enjoyed 
it. Does that answer your question?”

Mr. Monday sucks his joint into his 
triumphant diaphragm. His eyes pierce 
me with knowing sadness, and coughs 
the next sentence out as a cloud in my 
direction.

“I can see I didn’t,” he gently places the 
roach on the ashtray beside him to fi ddles 
with his rings. “How’s this for a quote, 
then? And feel free to use either one of 
these on your goddamn record, although 
I’ll be mighty cold before you’d quote me 
about laughing children.” His voice turns 
overbearingly charismatic.

“Rex Monday fi nds many things worth 
it. Rex Monday loves money, women, 
power—all the fi ne things. There was 
never any question about Rex Monday 
ruling the world; he knew he had to since 
his fi fth birthday. Rex Monday will ride 
in on a white horse alight in mystical blue 
fl ames to pull mewling kittens from burn-

Monday’s on fi reMonday’s on fi re

“Rex Monday overshadows everybody 
and their achievements. Even me. Hell, 
especially me. I used to think that was 
a good thing, but it turns out it’s not.” 
Rex Monday looks straight into me, and 
a shudder rips through my nerves. His 
voice, as concentrated as I’ve ever heard 
it, sears words to match a battle-scarred 
face. “I can tell you’re confused about my 
use of third person.

“I am not Rex Monday. Rex Monday is a 
fi ction. When the war is over, and we are free 
from tyranny and subjugation, Rex Monday 
will be all that subjugates us. This nonsense 
has gone far enough that Rex Monday will 
even survive me. Rex Monday is the horse-
man Pestilence, freeing you from the pain 

fflfl icting you. When wee de by afflicting you. When we die, Rof life b ng you. Whe Rex of life you. W ex 
mmee Omega athe ainth n’t wiillay wi l eclda lipMond pse us,
”yet?”yn’ onothin’ on Himgot not Himgot n m

MonndaRex Mo dayRe
canistethe can

ing asbestos buildings. He will eat the 
asbestos so nobody gets cancer; he will 
stop wars with his glowing sword that 
cuts even shadows and he will disobey 
Heisenberg’s Uncertainty Principle. 
Nobody knows better where they are 
and where they are going.”

He fi ddles His ring off its fi nger, resting 
it gently on the cloth and moves his hand 
over to the last of his tea.

“Rex Monday is far too goddamn sure 
about himself, but whatever.”

A monk walks by to refi ll the teacup, 
and several minutes are spent staring out 
over the green Himalayan basin before 
Rex Monday talks again.

“You know, I hate you reporters. You 
used to want to listen to what I had to 
say, now you just want callouts to put 
in big fucking purple boxes on your 
wonderful magazine pages. No offence 
intended, I mean, but when did this stop 
being about the world and start being 
about Rex Monday?”

A million questions one could ask Rex 
uut He addresses onlyy ay, but He addresses only whada e addresses hatMond addresse

It is the endearing quallitants. It is the endearing qua ty, wan e endearingHe w endearin
y, thhat got Him where Hewould say, at got Him where Hwould t Him whi

to ask RRex Moneed to as Monday a que
the need to llisten to His ath d t lli t t Hithe nee to His ath Hi

ng aat HisLooking His freshly ry
sedd h, the used hypodermic anelry, th podermic aelry, dermi

hheeld them, he sighs disdhe he sighs dithat h e sighs 
thheing the cloth, He bunchebbin oth, He bunGrabb h, He b

ws His stuff off the cliff wthrows His stuff off the cliffand thr tuff off theand ff off t
His legs dangle.

No more today for Rex Mondaay. Re“No more today for Rex Mondaay RNo y for Rex M“No y for Rex M
ay stopped a fi ght three daays agMonday s ed a fi ght three ago

that’s gone on for decades. Surprising, 
how easy it really was to make the 
Israelis allow the Palestinians to live in 
their mutual holy city. There’s a statue 
to Rex Monday in Jerusalem now. So 
tell me, you little fucker: if it’s so easy 
for Him to stop wars, why can’t He stop 
doing this shit?” He rubs the track marks 
inside his elbow and sighs louder before 
silence overtakes him.

“You know, you guys always ask what 
l thhe fi ghting worth it, but ymakes all t fi ghting worth it, t youmakes ting wort

k anyboody ever asks about thhe badthink any ever asks abou bad
shit? No? Didn’t think so. I’ll tell yyou thh h hshit? No think so. I’ll th

art: DDo you think Rex MMondworst part o you think Rex Mwo s t k
cured SAIDSA ? Hell, no; allocating onne ? Hell, no; allocating onno; allocatio; alloc

eddth of my eastern fronundredth of my eastern frohun of my easternone-h my easte
arrds is ha dly fi nding a cure. Wplus finding a curesurplu ding a cu

hinnk tdo you thi k the papers saiddo you papers sad
morningg, thounext morn hough? Bullshi

that’s what.”
nk enngineA tank ineer light

mennt the mome t by deliverinthe m y deliver
annister to Mr. Mondge canister to Mr. Monarge er to Mr. Ma lar to Mr.
hhange greetings bbeexchange greetings befory e greetingThey greeti

s it up and the overppowopens up and the overpower-He op and the o r-He o nd the
ing stench of low-grade diesel wafts 
out.

his head and the diesel-stink multi-
plies tenfold. The fuel pours down 
his robes, their twilight glow fading. 
The runoff makes its way into his 
teacup, and he laughs as he sucks it 
down.

“There has always been a Rex Monday. 
I was just the fi rst person to be blessed 
with the name. It’s a stupid fucking 
name, isn’t it? And it’ll be better off 
without me.” He turns to me one last 
time, his soaked hair dripping into 
bizarrely satisfied eyes. “I’m afraid 
this will have to be the end of our 
interview Mr…”

Kent.
But he has already lit the book of 

Funkytown Bar & Grill matches I never 
saw him produce. The fl ame consumes 
the “call me” with a little heart scribbled 
on the inside, and any words left in the 
monastery.
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Ihad to work at a liquor store once 
distributing drops of acid amber rain to 

hardened mouths while hoarding haphazard histories
“You’ve got such yummy feet,” he says

my naked toes roll out of fl imsy fl ip fl ops
Nails painted a subtle shade of fl esh and protruding
He licks his lips and grins at the bare
and exposed gaps between them

“I don’t need a sample, I’d drink the whole thing”
“That’s not much of a hit, hey?”
Pools of drool clutter up the corners of their mouths
as ski runs solidify under their nose from the cold
“Now you got us started,”

Black mouths of thirsty backpacks open 
wide to swallow glass. They don’t bother to chew
Posing as studious weekend scholars
Some just pack a cooler, no illusions there
no hidden pockets or zip pouches

Another staggers over. “You’re cute.” Brown stain
on his front tooth makes his whole mouth look 
dirty. And bruised. “My daughter’s your age 
you know.” I hope he doesn’t look 
at his daughter that way

“How’s that for an old man?” he asks
as he wiggles his behind on his way to pay
leering over his shoulder
and winking ridiculously

He’ll charm the pants right off you, that one
Here comes Steve

Steve is coming
“I’m more of a hard liquor drinker myself.”

Lips glued together on one side
Suctioned shut, contributing to the stream of spittle and 
choppy cut off sentences, while I politely nod

Ravaged stubs of grubby
fi ngers grab then gulp. One toothed grins
Dropping skinny dimes, slices of silver and
clumps of copper into my hand

“Like I wouldn’t take a sample,”
Cheeks sucked back into her skull. Swipes her spare 
change back up and leaves a strand of 
spit clinging to the cup

“Bit thick, a bit malty,”
Head bobbing in and out like a sea turtle 
watery green eyes bulging
Ranting about good water for good beer and
Ontario, tomatoes and corn feed for cows

Trying to hold my breath
so I didn’t have to share theirs

Cashier with mouth full of swollen gums
appears to chew her cheeks or
a wad of cud. Her hair falls in sheets
and her pupils are drowning

Steve is back
My arms raise their bumps

fl esh fl ares as the chill
of the cooler climbs all over me

“I already know what that tastes like,”
retreating from eager bubbles and promiscuous 
foam fl aunting around the rim 
He had serious eyes, knowing mouth, 
dissolving brain

“Do you wanna go for a dance later? I’m strong Ron, 
dancing Ron.” Stumbling, swirling, moustache 
twirling. “I like your necklace,”
eyes not on the lace at my neck

“We’ll take a 12 pack we have an hour to dry up,”
Freckles forming constellations cluster

By Felicia Pacentrilli

‘bove the orbs of his nostrils and creeping
below the crescents of his cheeks

“Oh no, I don’t drink it dear
First, I pour the beer in a pan
and then I place in the ham and
let it boil ‘till it soaks up all the salt”

“Are you even old enough to be in here?”
asks the man with one eye stapled shut 
it’s seen enough and has retired

All have sunken faces
puckered, lined, fi sh heads
washed-up on land
useless, struggling gills

Steve passes out in the parking lot
Puddles of ruddy play on his face
granules of blood blotching together
forming patches of hot rashes

Wasted, a hazy rain starts and tries to
wash the sores from his mouth, 
the grime in his nails
and the glass on his lips.
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0505

Early in the day and the bar was without cus-

tomers except for a woman who sat alone. 

She pressed the rim of an empty rock glass  

against her shiny, pink bottom lip. An ashtray cradled 

a burning, neglected cigarette on the table in front of 

her. She alternated her stare from the shape shifting 

fi re that burned in the fi replace to out the large win-

dows at the city limply suffocated by cocaine-snow. 

Occasionally she glanced at the empty chair across 

from her. When a young man walked in the woman 

extinguished the cigarette and plucked another from 

her pack, but chose not to light it.

“Sorry,” said the young man as he unbuttoned his 

coat, “my class ran late.” 

She offered him a cigarette, which he took. He then took her lighter and used it to light her unlit cigarette and then his own, “It’s ok, I don’t think I’ll go back to work today anyway.” The server came up to the table and exchanged the old ashtray for a clean one. “Can I get you two anything?”“I’ll have another Glenlivet neat,” said the woman.“A Glenlivet on the rocks for me,” said the young man, interrupted from looking at the woman’s hands. Her nails were done in a French manicure and she wore a ring only on her right ring fi nger. She wore a sterling silver charm bracelet and matching choker.“I can’t come this weekend,” said the young man.The waiter came back and set the drinks on the table.The woman and the young man touched glasses. “You must like her,” said the woman.
“We haven’t been seeing each other for very long.”“It doesn’t matter.”
“I don’t think she likes me the same way I like her.”

“It’s rare. If she did then it might be love.”
The young man nodded in the way of people who do not understand what 

“What will you give her?”

“I don’t know.”

The woman took the last drag her cigarette had. “What about a choker like this?” The 

woman slid the backs of her thumbs along the front of her slim neck, under the sterling 

silver oval tag with “Tiffany & Co.” etched into it. “I’ll pay for it.”

“Actually I noticed she has the same one.”

The woman clasped her hand over his, “I like her.”

The waiter returned and the woman retracted her hand. “Anything more?” 

asked the waiter.

The woman nodded, “Another round.” 

“Of course,” said the waiter.

“I’m not going to give jewelry to a girl I just met. What about a book?” said the 

young man.

“Only if she likes books like you do. Where will you take her for dinner?” The woman 

took out two more cigarettes.

The waiter set the drinks down and left.

“Her last boyfriend was a lawyer and took her to expensive restaurants,” said the young 

man as he repeated the ritual of lighting the woman’s cigarette and then his own.

“I’ll make you reservations Saturday night at Il Sogno. It’s very nice and I’ll arrange 

something special for her. Let me pay.”

“I don’t want you to pay.”

The woman took the last sip from her glass, “I’ll pay for it.”

The young man said nothing. 

The woman set her barren glass next to the young man’s glass so they touched. 

She nodded, “I like her very much, your new girlfriend. I think she will be my 

new favourite thing.”
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The metallic staccato of items scan 
through, bar codes translating the 
prices to the till. The beeps sound 

reminiscent of a home alarm system’s 
warning octet, those opening bars of 
evenly spaced quarter notes before the 
sirens begin. Here, there is no grand fi nish, 
no crescendo, no release, no cacophony. 
Just, “That’ll be $36.63, please.”

In a corner grocery (a convenience store 
masquerading as a supermarket by virtue 
of a produce section) she stands behind 
a woman who reminds her of her aunt 
on her mother’s side. Auntie haggles the 
cashier about whether the Red Delicious 
are on special or if it is the McIntosh’s 
only. No matter that the cashier with 
the fl ier open on the counter top points 
to the price already highlighted in that 
sad almost-fl uorescent yellow of faded 
grocery fl iers.

Two feet behind the dispute, her head 
tilts, slight smile turning up the right hand 
corner of her mouth. Arm bent, holding 
the weight of her wallet at chest height 
so when her turn came her credit card 
would be quickly accessible, minimizing 
all inconvenience and cementing her role 
as the Considerate Shopper. She congratu-
lates herself on remaining so stalwart in 
the face of such unjustifi able waste of 
breath as Auntie’s fi ght for $0.42. In the 

midst of her mindful meditation, a twitch 
begins to creep up her jaw line, leaving 
a taut tendon in her neck and clenched 
molars in its wake.

“Jesus fucking Christ you sadistic, 
victimizing, screaming for attention, all 
juiced up on Trazodone sorry excuse for 
a well-adjusted recovering divorcee! Pay 
the extra $0.42 for your quarter pound 
of apples and get your complimentary 
package of Junior Mints for shopping at 
Sam’s and move along now, I have TV
dinners to purchase to go with the TV
show starting in 27 minutes that I must 
get home in time to watch!”

She stands bug eyed, waiting for the 
backlash. The fl abbergasted look from the 
shunted customer. The backwards step of 
whomever stood in line behind her. The 
raised eyebrow but ultimate approval 
(and appreciation) of the cashier. She 
gleefully awaits the repercussions of her 
public blasphemy in conjunction with her 
unmitigated disrespect for the elderly.

As ye old aunt continues to fl ip and 
cashier lady keeps placating, it takes her 
almost a full fi ve seconds to fully appre-
ciate it wasn’t that they ignored her, 
they hadn’t heard her. And they hadn’t 
heard her because… Because she hadn’t 
said anything. She hadn’t even moved. 
It seems the creeping twitch was a fi gment 

as well because she stands as dignifi ed as 
before, complete with head tilt.

Before she full processes this non-hap-
pening, she leans over the fl apping fl yer, 
slams her palm on the ruffl ed pages, point-
edly ignores the aunt, and says directly 
to the cashier, “Would it be possible for 
me to ask you ladies to suspend your 
conversation for a moment while I pay 
for my items?” She blinks, twice, waiting 
patiently for a response. Even politeness 
doesn’t make an impression. Of any kind. 
Or had she...

 Confounded. She had spoken clearly, 
succinctly… But no. She hadn’t spoken 
at all.  Again.  Her hands demurely settle, 
one holding her wallet, the other resting 
on the conveyor belt’s silver siding. The 
cashier now on the phone to her man-
ager, the old lady huffi ng and sighing and 
shifting weight, but at least had stopped 
yapping about apples.

She sees herself trapped in a bad B hor-
ror fl ick, an Ed Wood piece where the set 
changes from shot to shot, no continu-
ity, and appalling  dialogue. “Pay for my 
items?” Who uses the word “items” in a 
sentence?

The ruminating buzz of the fl uorescents. 
The ding ding ding of food stuffs running 
through the till. The tapping of the girl’s 
manicured nails on the keys. The rustling 

of the fl ier on the counter. And her. Frozen 
in mid head-tilt.

“I’m so sorry about the wait.” The words 
jerk her back, confi rm the time and space 
continuum of the present. The cashier 
looks pointedly at her, but ignores the 
script and in the next instant, she sees all 
reels instantaneously. In addition to her 
11 possible reactions in this moment, she 
sees the outcome of each, and then the 
chain reaction of each outcome, not only 
for her here, but for everyone everywhere. 
The camera pulls back and reveals the 
shot she’s watching to be a single square 
in a myriad of others, all fl ickering and 
shifting composites of the whole. For that 
moment, she peeks inside Schrodinger’s 
box without actually opening it, she 
understands chaos theory, she sees the 
heaven and the earth and it is good, she 
grasps that the answer is  unequivocally 
42, and then in the next… 

Everything collapses onto itself as she 
opens her mouth and out rolls, “Oh, it’s 
okay. No worries. I’m not in a rush.” And 
she seals the minute, form fi ts herself, rips 
the top off the box and fi nds the cat dead. 
She repeats the memorized script.

The walk home is predictably cold. The 
weight of the plastic straps dig into her 
palms. She trudges slowly; her television 
show ended four minutes ago.

Translucency: A CompromiseTranslucency: A Compromise
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wal-martwal-mart
december 22december 22

The poetry of Ty P. Hayden

i slouch through an elephant graveyard 
of SUVs
 a glazed behemoth snacks a 

yuppie, 
touches itself, farts gently, 
and dies
halos of fruit-fl ies screech overhead
neckerchiefs of chloroform  
wal-mart teeters choked by snow  

doors slide like mosquito 
foreskin

a wall of  perfume and 
mesquite

the check-outs are badgered by 
truckers 

brandishing tickle-me-al-gores:  
“but wait, we have to sort out this 

whole land, food, air deal 
before we reap the salty nectar of 

modern living!
hehehe…that tickles” 
towers of jewelry crackle with 

electricity
simply vanilla chinchillas 

scurrying over dental fl oss 
12:00 hipster in pin-stripe polyester 

slinks from eggnog panty section
his corndog leer tasers bo peep 

holes
 i shudder (will he spoon and buy 

dinner after?) 
he cackles 

 an anti-gravity 
nativity bass snarl 

“i was eyeing your scarf,
timid beef in the death rattle of 

a copper kettle, 
did you get it in 

manchester?” munches hipster  
conversation ebbs out by a pack of 

christmas carolers
 my ears steep cardinal house and i 

still haven’t spotted the kiosk 
where we pay palm leaves to 

sit in jesus’ lap and ask:
 “why do we have to 

orphan so many evergreens for your 
birthday?”

your eyes blush waryour eyes blush war
when the ice-ache avenue lays like 

lambs cocooned in saran…
when mist razors headlights into lines 

of coca-cola…
when evergreens grope each other like 

punch-drunk prom dates…
when cadillacs lurch past us hopping 

like heffalumps…
when chicken grizzle drizzles the 

mogwai dashboard… 
when herons peck peck our lychee 

cavities…
when snowflakes bullet the 

windshield… 
when my hamster heart rots peach 

fuzz…

instructions for instructions for 
urban sprawlurban sprawl
lie in the gutter
and make a dust angel
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By Katherine Fletcher
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I, being born a woman, have been made

A hardcover book which men are to peruse— 

Two have plucked me from the shelf, both 

dismayed
With such a plain cover, and therefore refuse— 

Will not even bother!—to take a further glance.

This man here—yes, him!—a potential reader, 

indeed—
Will he look at me and decide to take a chance?

“Stroke my delicate pages with your long fi ngers,” 

I plead
With him. “Breathe in the fragrance of my fresh 

ink,” I implore

 Him. “Place your bookmark between my leaves, 

or attach
A bookplate to indicate that I am yours.” But he 

ignores
My appeals. He searches the shelf and decides to 

snatch
The fancy book next to me—he  has chosen her 

instead,
And so I remain here on this shelf: unopened and 

unread.

Super Death Love EntropySuper Death Love Entropy
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The GameThe Game

The paper was strewn about like so many scattered 
dreams. 

The boy slapped himself mentally for thinking such 
a clichéd thought. Nevertheless, the messy happen-
stance of the table in front of him was all he could 
think clearly about. The girl slammed the Pochacco 
pencil case on the table, multicolored pens rolled to 
a stoåp. It looked to him like a scrambled Monopoly 
game board. Clearly, he wasn’t thinking clearly.

Then again, not a lot of the past few weeks were 
particularly clear to him. Sometimes, with a twinge 
of guilt, he hoped the girl was in as much of a con-
fused haze as he was. Aware of a quiet whimpering 
next to him something inside him decided to take 
action. He stood up slowly, almost unaware of the 
movement. 

He leaned over and whispered, “Let’s go.” The girl 
rapidly wiped her eyes and stood up from her chair. 
He tugged on her arm as they made their way towards 
the door. He didn’t even have to look to see if anyone 
was looking at them. He knew they were. He pushed 
open the door and they were in the stairwell. 

Slowly, he led her down the fl ights of stairs with a 
gentle grasp on her arm, just above the elbow. “That’s 
how I hold my grandma’s arm,” were the only words 
she said on the way down. He said nothing. 

Outside the boy led her around to the side of the 
building; the closest they would get to privacy on 
campus that day. 

“Okay,” he said, “we’re gonna’ play a game now.”
“What?” she replied.
“Just listen,” he cut her off. “We’re going to play a 

game.”
“What kind of game?” 
“The absolute worst game you or I will ever play,” he 

whispered. “Do you want to play?” Her eyes answered 
the question. 

“Okay,” said the boy, “this is how it works. 
For 15 minutes you and I will be together. For 15 min-
utes we will not be restricted by what other people say, 
think or want of us. The rules are that for 15 minutes, 
we will forget all that has happened between us, and 
all that will happen after this 15 minutes. We cannot 
talk about what happened or what will happen. We 
will be like what we should’ve been from the start. 
That’s the game. ”

“And after the 15 minutes are up?” 
“For 15 minutes we will be what we never will be 

ever again. The game is over when the 15 minutes are 
over.” 

“Let’s play,” choked the girl.
“Okay,” he said. The boy looked at his 

watch: 1:13 p.m. “Go.”
Immediately the girl grabbed the boy in a deep 

hug. Confused, the boy reached his arms up at the 
elbows and patted her back. “It’s a beautiful day isn’t 
it babe?” she said.

“It sure is.”
She looked up at him and frowned. 
“You’re not playing the game right,” she sighed.
“Sorry,” he said. He stepped and looked straight into 

her eyes. Slowly he reached down and drew her hand 
from her side. He brought it to his mouth and kissed it 
as an 18th century gentleman would. The girl smiled 
and mashed herself back into his chest. She seemed 
content for the time, so the boy put his arms back 
around her and rested his chin on her head. 

He drew breath through his nose, every time he 
caught the scent of her hair; the pleasant smell of a 
carefully formulated, focus group tested, well-marketed 

shampoo—and hair. He took a surreptitious look at his 
watch: 1:18 p.m. Five minutes already.

The boy looked around for the fi rst time since they 
had come outside. A rather secluded spot, the winter 
sun shone brightly a couple hand’s-widths off of the 
horizon it provided little warmth. The barren campus 
seemed dead to him. The scraggly claws of the tree 
branches reached into the sky to bring down as much 
warmth as the sun could provide. The ghost white of 
a lone cloud threatened to obliterate at the slightest 
gust of wind. 

As the boy was about to lose himself to another drawn 
out daydream narrated by verbose literary terms he 
heard the girl sniffl e. He withdrew his chin from her 
head and said, “Now you’re not playing the game 
right.”

“Sorry,” came her muffl ed reply. He looked at his 
watch again: 1:25 p.m. Time passed faster than he 
thought. He had trouble deciding whether that was 
a good thing or not. He debated it for another two 
minutes.

At 1:27 p.m, the girl pulled away from the boy. She 
looked up at him and asked the time. The boy had been 
afraid of this. He said it was 1:27 p.m. and 20 seconds. 
The girl’s countenance changed to desperation. 

“I uh,” she stammered.
“Yes?” he said.
“I want to tell you… but I don’t know if it’s right.” 
“We’re playing the game remember?”
“Oh. Okay… Umm…” she hesitated.
“Time’s almost up,”
“Okay… Umm. I love you,” the girl blurted, “Do 

you… Do you love me?”
The boy looked at his watch. 1:28 p.m. and four 

seconds. “I’m sorry,” he said, “the game is over.”
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By Greg Ramos
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In the middle of a field there sits a 
stone. 
Just an ordinary stone, a little larger 

than your fi st. Grey and cold from the 
Earth, a stubborn tuft of moss clings to 
one face.  Perhaps the only thing worth 
noticing is nothing at all. It was not placed 
in the middle of the fi eld by any grand 
design or supernatural intervention. 

It just is. 
A man happens along this particular 

fi eld on some given day.  The day doesn’t 
matter, nor does the colour of the sky.  The 
man has a name, but it does not describe 
his mind.  In his own opinion, he is a 
philosopher.  When his gaze catches on 
the stone, he is delighted. 

“Aha! Look at this stone!” he exclaims.  
Philosophers, he has decided, are at 
liberty to make such remarks aloud to 
themselves in the middle of empty fi elds.  
It’s practically a job requirement.

“This fine specimen of the natural 
world,” he continues with aplomb, “has 
been placed here for the purpose of my 
contemplation.” 

Sweeping away a tangle of cobweb and 
taking a quick check for thorns, the phi-
losopher sits down to focus deeply on 
the object of his contemplation.  He takes 
quiet pride in his ability to sit like this for 
hours. Although he knows he’s not one 
of the leading philosophers in his fi eld, 
he’s certainly the best in this fi eld.

When the sun begins to set, dragging 

long shadows over the ground with its 
descent, a second man stumbles into 
the fi eld.  He’s embracing bitterness, 
letting himself grow hot with the fl ush 
of insulted dignity, and there is alcohol 
on his breath.  He sees the philosopher 
sitting in the fi eld, his breath making 
visible clouds in the cool evening air, 
dew gathering on his clothing. He sees 
a lunatic. 

“What are you doing?” 
The seated man jumps slightly, 

pretending he’s been startled out of his 
deep contemplation, though he saw the 
second man coming minutes ago. 

“Why, I’m contemplating this stone. 
I am a philosopher, you see. The best 
in the fi eld.” 

“You’re what? There’s a spider 
crawling up your leg!”

“I’m one with nature.” 
“You’re out of your mind! You’re a 

freak.”
“A philosopher, sir.” 
The drunk does not appreciate the way 

the lunatic calls him “sir.”  In his ears, 
it’s an insult he cannot tolerate.  Not 
after the day he’s had.  Allowing the 
alcohol to steer him, the man hefts the 
stone with a growl and brings it down 
on the lunatic’s head, until blood runs 
hot over his hands. 

No more than a minute passes. 
The lunatic becomes a corpse at his 
feet, sprawling and undignified in 

death, and the stone he clutches in his 
shaking hands becomes a murder weapon. 
The moss is patched with crimson. The 
murderer drops the weapon, choking 
with guilt, and runs away. 

The next morning, the sun comes up 
on a third man walking across the fi eld.  
People tell him he’s a “tough old guy,” 
so he is.  When he fi nds the body, he 
refuses to panic.  He forces himself to 
think practically. 

If he were left lying in a field like 
this, he supposes he would like to be 
buried so he could be at peace.  Already 
nearby crows hop and caw with morbid 
hunger, so the tough old guy picks up 
the stone and begins to dig a shallow
 grave. 

With the body laid out and covered 
with earth, he uses the stone to mark 
the place. His mind is peaceful when he 
leaves the fi eld. 

Hours pass when a fourth man wan-
ders past the stone. He sings to himself, 
exorcising some popular tune stuck in 
his head since yesterday, and the stone 
catches his attention only because of the 
spider creeping over it. Picking it up 
gingerly and shaking the spider onto the 
ground, he picks up two other stones of 
roughly equal size and leaves the fi eld 
juggling. 

“To do is to be.” 
–Jean-Paul Sartre

By Megan Fennell

Ph
o

to
 b

y 
N

ic
o

la
 W

a
ug

h/
Illu

st
ra

tio
ns

 b
y 

C
o

no
r G

e
o

g
he

g
a

n 
a

nd
 K

yl
e

 F
ra

nc
is

Ph
o

to
 b

y 
N

ic
o

la
 W

a
ug

h/
Illu

st
ra

tio
ns

 b
y 

C
o

no
r G

e
o

g
he

g
a

n 
a

nd
 K

yl
e

 F
ra

nc
is  

A study in existentialismA study in existentialism



010

Super Death Love EntropySuper Death Love Entropy

011011 .G.Fic.SUP.06..G.Fic.SUP.06.

Its eyes were black its beak was black & its feathers were 
black. It had been dead for a long time & I thought that 
by now it must be black on the inside. 

I watched it from a safe distance. I had been watching it for 
some time. I had killed it & hung it on a cross but it had not 
come back & I was starting to believe it would never come 
back. I could still see it & when I looked away & looked back 
it was the same still the same black as the spaces in between 
the stars.

Its wings were black & its tail was black & its claws were 
black too. Everything was black. It could have been a crow 
or it could have been nothing.

Crow Cross

Crow Tears

Use of anaesthesia is recommended 
during dissection of live crows.

The human animal has a tendency to 
anthropomorphize other animals.

Anaesthesia is helpful in this regard it 
numbs you to the screaming.

Crow Rites

it is a little known fact that crows perform 
funerary rites.
rituals differ from group to group. 

the crows in my area croak lower tones, 
walk

& at night,
  

they sing.
& rot.
in the air.

The Poetry of Jonathan BallThe Poetry of Jonathan Ball
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Dinos athletes have their glory
Sean Nyilassy

Sports Editor

Oh the memories! While 
some of us have no hope 
of retaining any memories 

from the evening, others will cher-
ish them forever. The 39th Annual 
Night of the Dino took place 
Tue., Apr. 4, honouring many 
deserving athletes.

The big winners of the night 
were Dan Federkeil and Brittanee 
Laverdure, who took home the Dr. 
Dennis Kadatz Athlete of the Year 
trophies.

Federkeil, a football team mem-
ber, joined the Dinos in 2001 and 
has been a starting defensive end 
for four years. He played in this 
year’s east-west shrine game put 
on in the U.S.A. for outstanding 
college football players. He was 
also Canada West’s nominee for the 
J. P. Metras Trophy for Canadian 
Interuniversity Sport Lineman of 
the Year.

Laverdure has been wrestling for 
the Dinos for fi ve years and became 
the fi rst wrestler to be named the 
University of Calgary Female Athlete 
of the Year. She was undefeated this 
season, winning the cw and cis titles 
in her 55-kilogram weight class.

The finalists for the Athlete of 
the Year Award were given Athletic 
Awards of Merit. Joe Bentley, Chad 
Hankewich, Geoff Kerr and Chris 
Wright were the male recipi-
ents and Laura Grant, Shannon 
Popowich, Natalie Schwartz and 
Taryn Swiatek were the female 
recipients.

Bentley went undefeated in the 
68-kilogram division in cis wres-
tling this season. Hankewich was 
the gold medalist in the 100-metre 

freestyle at the cis Swimming 
Championship and won fi ve silvers. 
Wright threw down an average of 15 
points and 7.9 rebounds per game 
for the basketball Dinos this season 

and was the only fi fth year on the 
team.

Grant won her 50-metre free-
style event at the cis Swimming 
Championship this year along with 

three silvers. Popowich placed fourth 
in this season’s cis Cross-Counrty 
Championship and was a First-Team 
All-Canadian. She was also named 
Performer of the Meet at the cw 
Track and Field Championship, 
winning gold in the 1,500- and 
3,000-metre runs. Schwartz, the 
women’s volleyball team captain, 
led her squad to a national bronze 
this season. She has led cw in assists 
for the last three seasons. Swiatek 
stopped many goals on the Dinos 
women’s soccer team’s path to 
their fi rst cw Championship. For 
her efforts at the cis Championship, 
she earned a spot on the all-tourna-
ment team.

Kerr and Megan Gould received 
the Calgary Booster Club Scholar 
Athlete of the Year awards for 
outstanding athletic and academic 
achievements.

Kerr was a Second-Team All-
Canadian in both cross-country 
and track and field this year. He 
won the 1,500- and 3,000-metre 
runs at the cw Track and Field 
Championship and silver in 
the 3,000-metre run at the cis 
Track and Field Championship 
this season.

Along with his athletic successes, 
Kerr kept a 3.5 grade point average 
in the Haskayne School of Business 
this year.

Gould, a third-year women’s soc-
cer team member, is deeply involved 
on campus and in the community. 
Along with playing soccer, she 
coaches a youth team and volun-
teers at the Special Olympics.

Gould, who recently healed fol-
lowing a knee injury, managed to 
pull off a super-human 4.0 gpa 
despite her soccer team commit-
ments.

The winners of the Bill Popplewell 
Rookie of the Year Awards were 
Tanis Bartolome and Travis 
Friedley. Bartolome was named 
Canada West Field Hockey Rookie 
of the Year and Friedley was Canada 
West’s highest-scoring defenseman 
in hockey.

Runners up for the award were 
Leah Callahan of wrestling, Katelyn 
Murdoch of swimming, Ross 
Bekkering of basketball and Josh 
Ratzlaff of track and fi eld.

The Margaret Southern Award 
for the greatest contribution to 
Dinos athletics by a female went to 
Lindsay Minor. She has a fi ve-year 
history recording stats at basketball 
games.

The Dr. Lou Goodwin Award 
for the greatest contribution to the 
Dinos by a male went to Wayne 
Thomas, an assistant coach of the 
men’s basketball team. He sends out 
game reports to subscribers, founded 
the ball-boy program—allowing 
young basketball players to observe 
the Dinos on game day—and helped 
expand the mentoring program that 
many Dinos teams participate in. He 
played on the Dinos men’s basketball 
team in the 1960s.

The Murray Fraser Award for 
student-volunteers was given to 
Jessica Moser and Nick Comeau. 
Moser, an athletic therapist, has 
put in 600 hours for her schooling, 
but volunteered over 700 hours 
of her own time. Comeau was an 
integral part of the cis Women’s 
Volleyball Championship that 
took place here at the U of C 
Mar. 2–4.

Recipients of the Gauntlet Extra 
Effort Award were Brett Thurston 
and Deanna Delisle. See page 33 for 
details.

Federkeil and Laverdure strike a pose behind their big 
shiny trophy.

Chris Tait/the Gauntlet
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Sean Nyilassy
Sports Editor

Since its creation in 1995, the 
University of Calgary Athletic 
Hall of Fame has welcomed 

16 deserving athletes and build-
ers, including three inducted on 
Mon., Apr. 3. In the athlete cat-
egory, Michelle Conn and Randy 
Gingera were inducted while Dr. 
Roger Jackson was inducted as a 
builder.

Jackson’s impact on campus and 
Canada-wide has been ginormous. 
He served as the dean of the faculty 
of kinesiology for two five-year 
terms from 1978–88. This put him 
in position to mastermind many 
of the great improvements—such 
as the Jack Simpson Gymnasium 
and Olympic Oval—the U of C 
campus saw during this time, espe-
cially approaching the 1988 Winter 
Olympic Games.

Jackson has remained involved 
with many Olympic initiatives, 
including being a senior advisor 
to London’s Olympic bid and 
chief executive offi cer of Canada’s 
“Own the Podium” initiative aimed 
at placing Canada at the top of the 
2010 medal standings.

In naming him to their hall of 
fame, the U of C is somewhat behind 
the times. Jackson has already been 
recognized by Canada’s Sports Hall 
of Fame, the Canadian Olympic Hall 
of Fame, has received the Canadian 
Olympic Order and is an Offi cer of 
the Order of Canada.

During his terms as dean, Jackson 
built the U of C’s fi rst masters and 
doctorate programs in kinesiology 
and founded the Sport Medicine 

Centre, which is still operating at the 
U of C. The recent expansion built 
on top of the Sport Medicine Centre, 
opened July, 2005, was named the 
Roger Jackson Centre for Health and 
Wellness Research and his name can 
easily be seen from the MacEwan 
Students’ Centre north loop.

“It was very special. I had no 

idea,” Jackson said of his reaction 
to the centre in his name. “For the 
university to name a building after 
you is very extraordinary. For them 
to do it while you’re still around is 
an incredible honour. I’m very 
humbled.”

Before his time as dean, Jackson 
was an Olympic athlete himself, 

VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED

Students’ Union Volunteer Services 

“DR. SSEUSS
IN TTHE PPARK”

Experience the reward of a child’s face,
captivated by their own imagination. 

We’re looking for volunteers to read books to
children this summer at our Reading Tent in

Riley Park.

If you enjoy children and being outside, come
join our team. You must be 18 years of age or

older and a U of C student.

To volunteer, please contact Kate or Natalie at 220-2511 or email:sfl@su.ucalgary.ca

competing in rowing in the 1964, 
1968 and 1972 Olympics. He won a 
gold medal in 1964 in the coxless-
pair rowing event.

Jackson’s favourite part of his job 
was working with young people. He 
enjoyed the new crop of students 
each year that would learn and 
grow.

“The university environment 
is tremendously positive,” he 
explained. “It teaches you to think 
and work as a team.”

One athlete who saw his fair share 
of teamwork and success was Randy 
Gingera. He began playing for the 
Dinos men’s volleyball squad right 
after high school in the 1985–86 
season. He saw the Dinos win 
the bronze at the 1988 Canadian 
Interuniversity Athletic Union 
Men’s Volleyball Championship 
and the gold in 1989. He was 
named both U of C Male Athlete 
of the Year and ciau Male Volleyball 
Player of the Year in 1989 and was 
a ciau First-Team All-Canadian in 
1988 and 1989.

“We were arguably one of the 
best in North America,” Gingera 
said of the Dinos squad back then. 

“We accelerated through American 
as well as Canadian teams. Being 
part of that program was very 
important.”

After his time with the Dinos, 
Gingera continued playing vol-
leyball with the national team for 
almost 10 years. With games around 
the world under his belt, Gingera 
returned to the U of C in 2000 for a 
fi ne arts degree. He went on to obtain 
a masters degree in environmental 
design. Being inducted to the hall 
of fame turned out to be different 
than Gingera had expected.

“When I was coming, I thought it 
wouldn’t be a big deal. But it’s huge. 
It’s a big honour,” he said. “There 
are some great Olympic medalists 
here. Being recognized with them 
is fantastic.”

Michelle Conn started for five 
years on the Dinos fi eld hockey team 
from 1981–85. In her fi nal year, she 
became the fi rst Dino to receive ciau 
All-Canadian honours. But Conn’s 
fi eld hockey career didn’t end there; 
the Dinos program opened a win-
dow of opportunity for her.

“For me it was a chance to still 

The 1980s were full of great athletes

As the moon decended, Randy Gingera was ready to bump it back into orbit.
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Sean Nyilassy
Sports Editor

After just one year with the 
Dinos women’s volleyball 
team, Deanna Delisle has 

already made a mark. She started 
out on the bottom rung and 
climbed to the top by the time it 
really mattered. At the Canadian 
Interuniversity Sport Women’s 
Volleyball Championship at the 
University of Calgary in early 
March, she played an integral part 
in securing the bronze.

After graduating high school in 
Holbein, Saskatchewan, Delisle 
took some time off—from school 
and volleyball—before commencing 

Sean Nyilassy
Sports Editor

Brett Thurston, after just two 
years with the Dinos men’s 
hockey team, was chosen to 

lead the team as their captain in his 
third year. Although his fi ve years 
of experience in the whl with the 
Brandon Wheat Kings made him a 
stellar player, it is not the primary 
reason for him being chosen as 
captain.

He had proven himself a leader 
with three years as assistant captain 
on the Wheat Kings and showed 
improvements through his hard 
work each year as a Dino. This 

studies at Red Deer College. There, 
she played two years of volleyball 
with the Queens, making a name 
for herself in the Alberta Colleges 
Athletic Conference before joining 
the Dinos.

Her purpose on the Dinos would 
be to fi ll the middle position left open 
when three middles graduated the 
preceding year. At 25 years old—the 
oldest team member—and with no 
provincial or national team expe-
rience, no one expected Delisle to 
become one of the best middles in 
the conference.

“Her learning curve was ver-
tical,” exclaimed Dinos head 
coach Kevin Boyles without 
exaggeration.

And none of this came gift-
wrapped with a pretty bow. While 
Delisle did stand out in the acac, 
she lacked a lot of the skills and 
abilities of some more experienced 
Dinos when she arrived. However, 
not one to back down from a chal-
lenge, Delisle put forth every effort 
to improve, helping her to excel by 
the end of this season.

“She’s all about work,” explained 
Boyles. “She works harder than any-
one I’ve ever seen.”

It is for this hard work that she 
deserves the Gauntlet’s recogni-
tion. Hopefully, she will keep it 
up for her remaining years and 
help the team bring home another 
national title.

year the defenseman had a goal 
and nine assists during the regu-
lar season and two assists during 
playoffs.

According to Dinos head 
coach Scott Atkinson, Thurston 
has the variety of characteristics 
that are necessary to lead a team. 
He has provided better leader-
ship than the team has seen in 
the past.

“The players have a close affi nity 
to him,” Atkinson said of Thurston. 
“They respect him.”

This year, Thurston led the men 
into playoffs to be beaten in the 
Canada West mountain division 
fi nal by the University of Alberta 

Golden Bears—the same situation as 
the preceding eight years. Thurston, 
with two years of eligibility left, will 
hopefully lead the Dinos beyond the 
Bears soon.

“Thurston is an example of 
the values required for success,” 
said Atkinson. “He’s the shining 
example of what so many players 
on the team have.”

Along with being a great leader 
and player, Thurston always 
took the time to get back to the 
Gauntlet hockey writer whether 
he was busy with exams, training 
or even in the middle of an impor-
tant series. Now that’s dedication, 
no?

Deanna Delisle

Brett Thurson
The Gauntlet Extra Effort Award
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Gareth Williams
Gauntlet Rugby

If varsity teams were collectable 
baseball cards, the University 
of Calgary would have them 

all except for one. To complete the 
set we would have to elevate the 
Dinos women’s rugby club to the 
Canadian Interuniversity Sport level. 
That might prove to be as costly as 
that million-dollar Honus Wagner 
card from the 1909 Pittsburgh 
Pirates.

“The only way I’d consider a 
[varsity] rugby team is if they could 
raise a minimum $50,000 a year,” 
said Don Wilson, the director of 
athletics. He added that because 
cis rules limit teams to raising a 

maximum of fi ve per cent of their 
own budget per year, the women’s 
rugby team would need a million 
dollars to cover their operating 
costs without help from the athletic 
department.

cis tries to encourage Canadian 
universities to have equal numbers 
of male and female varsity athletes. 
With football teams boosting the 
number of male athletes, women’s 
rugby and fi eld hockey teams help 
restore the balance. Men’s rugby is 
not a cis sanctioned sport.

While you might wonder how the 
Dinos can afford to have a tennis 
and golf team—sports that the cis 
does not sanction—Wilson noted 
that these teams place no strain on 
the athletic department’s cheque 

book because they are self-suf-
ficient, use off-campus facilities 
and don’t require much athletic 
therapy.

However, the goal of getting 
varsity status isn’t a lost cause in 
the lady Dinos’ eyes.

“We are not convinced that the 
program would require $50,000 
per year, so there is work to be 
done,” said the rugby club’s presi-
dent Dean Kittleson. He hopes 
that interest in the club from the 
Dinos rugby alumni will help raise 
the money and support necessary 
to push the ladies to the varsity 
level.

Even with support from Calgary’s 
rugby community, the dream of a 
varsity team remains a hard sell for 

Wilson, who wants to concentrate 
the athletic department’s efforts on 
the existing varsity teams

“I’d rather do everything great 
fi rst, then add,” explained Wilson, 
noting that some Dinos teams—
such as women’s hockey—struggle 
every season.

Whichever side of the debate 
you stand on, the rugby Dinos 
hope to attract some atten-
tion with their fundraiser 
Mon., Apr. 10 at Shanks in Crowfoot 
Centre. The event will have a series of 
activities including a silent auction. 
If you happen to have one of those 
Honus Wagners lying around the 
house, that would be perfect. Email 
dkittleson@shaw.ca for tickets and 
information.

The one thing the Dinos lack
We’ve got 22 Dinos teams competing in every CIS sport except for rugby
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Jeoff Winkleberry
Sports Editor

Some sports are just totally 
extreme dude. Downhill running is 
one of them. The Alberta Provincial 
Downhill Running Championship 
was held Sat., Apr. 1 in Kananaskis 
Country.

In downhill running, contestants 
are sent barrelling down a wooded 
hill hoping to be the fastest to the 
bottom. At the apdr Championship, 
contestants started atop a 2,163 foot 
hill and picked their own way down 
to the fi nish line.

The day was fi lled with crashes, 
spills and tree collisions. Evidently, 
it becomes diffi cult to stay in control 
while running down a steep pitch.

While Richard Bergen had the 
third fastest time of the day with 
his bail-free run, there were much 
more exciting ways down. Lee Bogle 
posted the second-fastest time of the 
day. He rolled down a full third of the 
course, miraculously dodging trees 
for 700 vertical feet before fi nally 
connecting with one towards the end 
of his run. Bogle managed to survive 
the impact and run the remainder 
of the course.

However, it was Andrea Poupart 
who was victorious. She managed 
to run the course 30 seconds faster 
than any other competitor. Her 
secret: insanity. She hurled herself 
off a 58-foot cliff to secure the win.

While spectators were not sure 
whether she had intended to put 
herself atop the cliff or not, she didn’t 
back down from the challenge. Her 
prize for winning the event was a 
round-trip to Whitehorse. Sweet.

To get involved in downhill run-
ning, drink a 26 of rye while sitting 
on top of a massive hill.

X-treme

Statistics
Number of contestants: 52

Vertical drop of course: 2,163 feet
Average number of feet ran by 

contestants: 1,756 feet
Average number of feet rolled by 

contestants: 407
Number of trees hit: 67

Number of bones broken: 12
Number of stretchers used: 7
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Crystal Wong
Gauntlet Sports

Despite not winning a title dur-
ing their time on the Dinos men’s 
hockey team, this year’s graduating 
players have all enjoyed their stay. 
Travis George, Mike Lencucha, 
Wes Reid and Lonny Tetley will 
take their experience with them 
while they start their post-Dinos 
life.

“I had a lot of fun here and 
made some real good friends,” said 
George, a fi fth-year social sciences 
student. “I managed to accumulate 
some pretty good stories in my 
time.”

“It was great growing up with 
these guys,” Tetley agreed. “I 
am proud to have battled with 
them.”

Lencucha, backup to goalie Scott 
Talbot this year, is working towards 
an education degree while Reid is 
a student in the faculty of commu-

Sean Nyilassy
Sports Editor

By the time we are done 
university, most of us are 
thrilled just to get the hell 

out. Some students, however, enjoy 
their experience here so much they 
wish it wouldn’t end. One reason 
students may actually like being here 
is to take part in the Dinos athletics 
program.

Tanya Hautala and Katherine 
Adams have both spent a full fi ve 
years with the Dinos women’s bas-
ketball team and have made huge 
strides.

“The biggest thing the fi fth-year 
players bring is leadership and 
maturity,” head coach Shawnee 
Harle explained. “They come in as 
17-year-old rookies that are over 
their heads in every way shape 
or form and five years later, in 
many ways, they’re ready for the 
world.”

“It’s made me the person I am,” 
said Hautala of the Dinos program. 
“It’s changed my life, not just on the 
basketball court, but with life experi-
ences as well.”

Hautala joined the Dinos 
from Chilliwack, B.C. where she 
excelled both athletically and aca-
demically.

“My favourite part of Tanya’s 
story is that no one recruited her 
because she was too small,” Harle 
reminisced of the five-foot-four 

guard. “She had one dimension: a 
spot up three-point shot. Now the 
results speak for themselves. By the 
end of fi ve years she was the deadliest 
perimeter player in Canada West. 
She can kill you with her three-point 
shot, she can kill you off the dribble 
and she’s impossible to guard.”

With the Dinos, Hautala had her 
best season in her fourth year when 
she was the third-highest scorer in 
cw, averaging 18.7 points per game. 
This year, she scored a career-high 
41 points in one game against the 
University of Saskatchewan Huskies 
Feb. 25, 2006—the third consecu-
tive year she held the Canada West 
seasonal record for most points in 
a single game. She has also led the 
Dinos in fi eld goals, three-point fi eld 
goals and free throws made for three 
straight years and in steals for the 
last two years.

“This year was probably the most 
fulfi lling of my fi ve,” Hautala com-
mented. “It’s been the best group 
of girls.”

Hautala graduates with a 
kinesiology degree and hopes to 
get into personal training. She also 
wants to continue playing ball, 
hoping to play for a team when she 
travels to Australia in the fall.

Adams came to the Dinos after 
playing both basketball and volley-
ball at Sir Winston Churchill High 
School. She improved steadily over 
her fi ve years, fi nishing up with her 
best season this year, which is the 

nication and culture. The wealth 
of experience of each player has 
helped the relatively young Dinos 
team this season.

More importantly, head coach 
Scott Atkinson kept the team 
motivated and, as a result, they 
worked hard night-in and night-out, 
giving their opponents everything 
they had.

“He is the best coach I have ever 
played for,” Tetley said. “I have 
never seen someone so dedicated 
to achieving his goals. He puts 
himself second to team goals. He’s 
a real inspiration.”

Although these guys won’t be 
on the team next season, they will 
still be involved as cheerleaders for 
the team.

“[The program] was in a tran-
sitional phase,” George com-
mented. “Constantly bringing 
in better players over the years 
will be very rewarding in the 
future.”

George is not sure whether he 
will go down to the States or over 
to Europe, but is certain he will be 
playing hockey somewhere.

“Not winning a championship 
with the Dinos will probably go 
down as one of my biggest disap-
pointments in life thus far,” said 

Tetley, who will continue his stud-
ies in the faculty of law. “But I will 
be extremely happy when the team 
does win it all.” 

way she wanted it. She posted career 
highs in scoring and assists and a 
career low in turnovers.

Part of being a Dino is growing 
personally as well as athletically. 
Adams learned the values of team-
work, commitment and dedication 
during her years.

“It’s pretty much your life for 
fi ve years,” she explained of being 
a Dino. “It affects you in so many 
ways. They’re your second fam-
ily.”

Next year, Adams will be fi nishing 
up her science degree.

The ladies leave a huge hole in 
the team, but Harle is not wor-
ried. She feels Hautala and Adams’ 
leadership has worn off on the rest 
of the team.

“The two have set such great 
examples and taught teammates 
what it is to be great leaders,” 
Harle smiled. “And the team paid 
attention.”

Bring on the rookies
Hopefully the team has paid 

attention, as two recruits for 
next season have already been 
announced. Ashley Hill of Airdrie 
and Celeste Clark of Regina have 
both committed to the Dinos for 
the 2006–07 season.

Hill is quick up and down the 
court, gets great penetration and 
has a solid three-point shot. These 
traits will make her an essential part 
of the plug that will fi ll the scoring 
void that Hautala used to fi ll.

She scored almost 2,500 points 
as a starter with the Bert Church 
High School Chargers including 
928 points this season.

Clark, at fi ve-foot-11, will bring 
some height to the Dinos team. Harle 
is impressed with the well-rounded 
skill set Clark will bring to the team. 
After spending most of her high 
school days in Regina—and playing 
on Saskatchewan’s gold-medal-win-

ning Canada Summer Games team 
in August, 2005—Clark attended 
Dr. E. P. Scarlett High School this 
year.

Although admittedly large losses, 
the Dinos lose just two players to 
eligibility and have a young tal-
ented squad who should continue 
to improve. This season, they won 
19 of their last 24 games and were 
cw central division fi nalists.

A quadrafactor of hockeysaurs say goodbye

Duo of basketballers say au revoir
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Katherine Adams gets ready to take a free throw.
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Sean Nyilassy
Sports Editor

In recent times, the Dinos 
women’s volleyball team has 
been one of the most success-

ful varsity teams by any standard. 
As the season came to a close with 
the Canadian Interuniversity Sport 
Championship taking place here at 
the University of Calgary in early 
March, the team lost two players 
who have been around to experi-
ence many of the team’s richer 
years. Natalie Schwartz and Neda 
Boroumand both played their last 
games as Dinos, winning the bronze-
medal match against the Université 
de Montréal Carabins.

Schwartz was with the team for a 
full fi ve years, and has therefore been 
to fi ve cis championships—winning 
silver in 2002, fourth in 2003, gold 
in 2004 and bronze in 2005 and 
2006—won two Canada West cham-
pionships—in 2002 and 2005—and 
experienced an undefeated regular 
season in 2004–05. Boroumand 
joined the team from Mount Royal 
College for the 2003–04 season. Both 
players will be sorely missed by their 
teammates and coaches alike.

“You can’t replace people like 
that,” Boyles lamented. “You can 
replace the positions, but you 
can’t replace the people. I’ll miss 
the people more than the players.”

“I’ve made some of the best rela-
tionships of my life here,” Schwartz 
agreed. “Kevin Boyles has been like 
a father to me and will continue to 
be a close friend. I’ve made some 
of the best friends I’ll ever have in 
these girls.”

Schwartz displayed her skills 
from day one with the Dinos. She 
was named to the cw and cis 
All-Rookie teams and was named 
U of C Female Rookie Athlete of the 
Year in 2002. Since then she has been 
named to cis All-Canadian teams on 
multiple occasions and led the Dinos 
to uncountable victories.

“Nat has driven the team for fi ve 
years,” Boyles commented. “She’s 
provided attitude and aggression 
and character.”

Schwartz has posted the highest 
number of assists in Canada West 
for three years straight and this 
year had the most assists per game 
in conference play. But she wasn’t 
all business; Schwartz’s favourite 
memories of being a Dino weren’t 
the wins, but the fun—the themed 
practices, the crazy antics of the team 
and simply enjoying herself.

“It’s been such a big part of who I 
am and who I’m going to become,” 
Schwartz explained. “It’s equipped 
me for the future.”

But “the sky’s the limit” for the 
future according to Schwartz. The 
communications studies major 
could end up back in school or 
playing pro overseas next year. 
One thing she can see in the near 
future is getting involved in coach-
ing. Whatever the case, she’s left her 
mark here at the U of C.

“She’s leaving as one of the best 
people I’ve ever been associated 
with,” said Boyles. “My wife and 
I often tell her she’s the kind of 
person we want our kids to grow 
up to be like.”

Boroumand played two years with 
the rdc Queens before focusing on 

be included in school athletics,” 
she explained. “And the university 
league in fi eld hockey is like junior 
hockey to the nhl. I got the bug 
and wanted to be on the national 
team. The U of C was a great place 
to train.”

And she remained in control of 
her own destiny; after playing for 
the Dinos, Conn was consistently 
playing on the international stage. 
There, she conjured up goals as 
a starter with the 1988 and 1992 
Olympic team and alternate on the 
1984 team.

She was the co-captain of the 
national team from 1989–92 and a 

member of the 1986 team that won 
bronze at the World Championship. 
In 2001 she became the second fi eld-
hockey-playing member of the 
Alberta Sports Hall of Fame.

But Conn was not content with her 
fi eld hockey successes. After retiring 
from the national team, she concen-
trated on marathons and triathlons 
and now plays golf.

As athletes like these are hon-
oured, more are just breaking out 
of their moulds in the current Dinos 
programs. As long as great athletes 
keep coming to the U of C, there will 
be many more names added to the 
Hall of Fame over the years.

Hall o’ fame, cont’d 
from page 32

school for a year, then joining the 
Dinos. With the Queens she was 
named rdc and Alberta Colleges 
Athletic Conference Rookie of the 
Year in 2001 and was a conference 
all-star both her years there. Since 
joining the Dinos, Boroumand has 
played a key role in securing some 
big wins.

“When Neda came, she stabilized 

the team.” Boyles explained. “We felt 
we had lost national titles in previ-
ous years because the backcourt was 
inconsistent. What’s indicative of 
this is the year we won nationals 
was when she joined the team.”

“I entered the program knowing 
it would be successful,” Boroumand 
said. “I knew that if the team was suc-
cessful it would help me and if I was 
successful it would help the team. I 
was wanting to win and associated 
the Dinos with winning.”

Despite spending just three years 
with the Dinos rather than fi ve like 
many other players, Boroumand has 
still managed to squeeze everything 
she could out of it. She led cw in digs 
per game for the last three seasons 
and has grown off the volleyball 
court as well.

“You just have to take what you 
can get,” she said of her three-year 

reign. “Some things you learn in a 
short while can mean a lot. I’ve had 
enough time for me to get everything 
I could out of the program.”

“In three years here, she’s moved 
beyond being just a volleyball 
player,” agreed Boyles. “She’s real-
ized there’s a lot more out there.”

Boroumand graduates next year 
with a science degree in geophysics. 
She hopes to get some fi eld experi-
ence this summer. She will take a 
break from playing volleyball to get 
her degree fi nished but will resume 
playing if she can’t let go.

And as the team is forced to let 
go of both ladies, they will have to 
look for some solid new players 
if they hope to repeat this year’s 
successes. The Dinos host the cis 
Championship again next season 
and therefore have a secure spot in 
the tournament.

A pair of volleysaurs say adios

Neda Boroumand gets ready to make one of her famous digs.
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and U of C Women’s Choir 
will be presenting the 
Dr. Theodore Rozsa 
Memorial Concert Apr. 10 
at the Eckhardt-Gramatte 
Recital Hall. Tickets are $10 
for adults and $7 for students 
and seniors. Tickets are 
available at the Music Centre 
or at the door. The event 
begins at 8 p.m.

30 Seconds To Mars, Aiden, 
Keating and Retrograde play 
a little something 
Apr. 11 at The Whiskey. 
Tickets are available at 
Ticketmaster for $19. The 
doors open at 7 p.m. This is 
an 18+ show.

Horrorpops and Left Alone 
serenade the masses at the 
Liberty Lounge 
Apr. 12. Tickets are available 
at Ticketmaster for $12. The 
doors open at 8 p.m.

Uprise! will be taking 
place Apr. 14 and Apr. 15 
at the Hillhurst-Sunnyside 
Commuinty Hall. This 
gigantic show features 
36 bands and 6 DJs over 
the two days. Tickets 
available at Sloth records and 
Haymarket Books, $15 per 
day or an advanced 2-day 
pass for $25. For more info 
visit www.uprisefest.ca. The 
shows start 1 p.m. each day.

The Graduate, presented by 
Echo 37, begins this week 
and runs Apr. 7 to Apr. 22. 
You can fi nd them being all 
thespian at the Engineered 
Air Theatre. Tickets are 
available at Ticketmaster 
for $25. The shows start 
at various times, so check 
out www.ticketmaster.ca or 
www.echo37.com for more 
information.

Theatre Calgary presents 
Guys & Dolls at the Max Bell 
Theatre. The show runs from 

open to the public, so go 
check it out.

Calgary Flames take on the 
Minnesota Wild Apr. 7 at 
the Pengrowth Saddledome. 
Tickets might be available at 
Ticketmaster for $23.50-$175, 
but who really knows. The 
game starts at 7 p.m.

Calgary Roughnecks rock 
the Arizona Sting Apr. 8 at 
the Pengrowth Saddledome. 
Tickets are available at 
Ticketmaster for 
$25.46-$32.95. The game 
starts at 7:30 p.m.

Roughstock featuring Rodeo 
Royal 2006 takes Calgary by 

storm Apr. 9 at the Stampede 
Corral. Tickets are available 
at Ticketmaster for $27-$30. 
The fun starts at 1 p.m.

Calgary Flames take to 
the ice against Anaheim 
Mighty Ducks Apr. 11 at the 
Pengrowth Saddledome. The 
action can be caught around 
7 p.m.

WISE will be entertaining all 
interested at their Women in 
Science reception 
Apr. 10. The event will 
run from 6 p.m.-8 p.m. in 
the Cassio Room, and it’s 
also free. Sign up or RSVP 
womense@ucalgary.ca or in 
SA120 by Apr. 7.

CONCERTS

THEATRE

MISC.

SPORTS

E&P Editor: Chris Courtice
eandp@gauntlet.ucalgary.caESCAPES&PURSUITS

What year did that happen?

For healthy adults who wish to enhance memory & mental
alertness while reducing fatigue.

It’s a natural for your memory.

Available at leading pharmacies. remember-fx.com • 1 888 843-7239
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From the makers of COLD-fX®

Check out Hawksley 
Workman at the Knox United 
Church Apr. 6. Tickets are 
available at Ticketmaster for 
$22.50. The show starts at 
8 p.m.

Cuff the Duke and guests 
ponder the meaning of music 
Apr. 7 at The Gateway. 
Tickets are available at 
Ticketmaster for $15. The 
doors open at 8 p.m. No 
minors please.

Remote Kid and Hip City 
Blues Combo fi nish That 
Empty Space’s year off with 
a bang on Apr. 7. Tickets are 
imaginary as usual, just show 
up right at 3 p.m. to catch the 
entire show until 6 p.m.

Sarah Harmer and her 
acoustic band will turn many 
a head Apr. 7 and Apr. 8 at 
the Knox United Church. 
Tickets are available at 
Ticketmaster for $29.50. The 
show begins at 8 p.m.

The Ghost Cried Murder, 
Alivia, The Riviera Heist and 
Surrender The South rock 
some faces Apr. 7 at the 
Sunnyside Community Hall. 
Tickets will be at the doors 
for $8. The doors open at 
6 p.m. This is an all ages 
event.

Richard Humpy Vision 
and Chris Liberator show 
some talent Apr. 7 at The 
Warehouse. Tickets are 
available at Ticketmaster for 
$15. The doors open at 
9 p.m. This is an 18+ show.

Jello Biafra talks a bunch 
and goes crazy Apr. 10 at 
MacEwan Hall. Tickets are 
available at Ticketmaster for 
$15. The doors open at 
7 p.m. This is an all ages 
event.

The U of C Chamber Choir 

Mar. 28-Apr. 22. For 
ticket information visit 
www.ticketmaster.ca. 
For other information 
on the play check out 
www.theatrecalgary.com.

Alberta Theatre Projects 
presents The Clean House, 
running from Mar. 28-Apr. 15 
at the Martha Cohen Theatre. 
For ticket information check 
out www.ticketmaster.ca and 
for all other inquiries check 
www.atplive.com.

The U of C department of 
art will be conducting an 
open house Apr. 12 in the Art 
Building (sixth and seventh 
fl oors of the Art Parkade). 
The event will take place 
12 p.m.-7 p.m. It’s free and 
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In 1833, William Forster Lloyd, then a professor at Oxford 
University, wrote a book on overpopulation describing the 
“Tragedy of the Commons,” a metaphor where unbridled 

public access to a resource ultimately dooms that resource to 
overexploitation. In what’s now the classic example of this 
problem, a group of animal herders let their fl ocks graze on the 
same pasture. Each herder realizes that for every extra animal 
he brings along, he gets an extra full share of profi ts for himself 
at the expense of a tiny loss of quality in the pasture. Eventually, 
the pasture is ruined from overgrazing. By taking the rational 
steps, our herders have eliminated a critical resource.

What got me thinking about Lloyd’s parable is its application 
to copyright law in Duke University professor James Boyle’s 
paper, “The Second Enclosure Movement.” Boyle briefl y men-
tions the Tragedy as the perspective taken by media producers 
in our culture when considering the public—that if the public 
consumership were to have free access to media, that media 
might be steadily devalued to worthlessness, or more clearly, 
media is the pasture and we are the animals. Even though it was 
an offhanded comment in a dense, frustrating legal article, the 
reference struck me as remarkably lucid. Illuminating, even. 
By exposing the contempt that media holders show toward 
the consuming public through their overzealous protection 
of copyrights, Boyle has perfectly captured the character 
of the media climate in which we live. After some research 
into Boyle’s other work (notably the comic book/pamphlet 
Tales from the Public Domain) I was confronted with some 
unsettling trends in the interactions of copyright law and the 
public domain, encompassing the spheres of law, history and 
the medias. 

As a technology-savvy media consumer I’ve been running 
up against issues in copyright law for some time, starting with 
Napster and its derivatives, up until now when copyright hold-
ers actively seek to discourage the free consumption of their 
media through a combination of technology and awareness 
campaigns. But the debate about piracy is only a small part of 
the discussion about the tension between fair use and copyright 
protection. The real meat is far more subtle, and has far more 
important implications for the future of our culture.

Copyright law exists for two purposes: fi rst, to protect 
the work of media creators, so that they might receive fair 
compensation for their effort; and second, to encourage the 
creation of new works, perhaps using old works as a basis. 
Right away this sets up a delicate tension, which lawmakers 

was to participate in it by not only absorbing it as 
an individual, but also by remaking it—adding to it, 
removing from it, recombining it with other elements, 
reshaping it to our own tastes —and then redistribut-
ing the adjusted results ourselves. Virtually the whole 
history of human culture consisted of altering, reusing, 
and copying from the universal public domain in vari-
ous re-imagined ways.

The need for a public domain in our media-centric, post-
modern society is a given; we live in a time where nothing 
is new. But the issue of appropriation is at the heart of the 
public domain debate. Record, fi lm and television companies 
are empowered by an ever-intensifying set of copyright laws, 
aggressively pursuing media works which appear to appropri-

must work hard to balance correctly. Our second purpose is 
perhaps more important in the long-term: throughout his-
tory, the most creative societies have had a large base of writ-
ing, art and learning to draw upon. Consider that without a 
healthy public domain there would be no Andy Warhol, Walt 
Disney, Pulp Fiction, Hunter S. Thompson, Black Sabbath, or 
any number of media pieces and producers who appropriate 
the ideas and images of the past. Or, as the appropriationist 
art group Negativland beautifully put it in their essay “Two 
Relationships to a Cultural Public Domain”:

[T]he natural human approach to our own culture 

ate their intellectual property. Boyle’s Tales from the Public 
Domain describes myriad instances of copyright mongering, 
but two stand out as especially interesting. During the fi lming 
of a pivotal scene in the documentary Mad Hot Ballroom, a cell 
phone in the background rang to the tune of the Rocky theme 
song. emi, the rights-holder of the song, demanded $10,000
if that scene were to be included in the fi nal cut of the fi lm. 
In another documentary, The First Year, about the fi rst work 
experiences of public school teachers, a teacher was driving 
some students to an event when “Stairway to Heaven” came 
on the car’s radio. The teacher turned up the song while the 

“

“

Virtually the whole history of human culture con-
sisted of altering, reusing, and copying from the uni-
versal public domain in various re-imagined ways.
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kids squirmed and complained. The scene was an especially 
powerful portrait of the generation gap, but when the fi lm-
maker couldn’t afford the rights to use a snippet of the song, 
the whole thing had to be cut.

In both cases, a documentary—meant to record the facts 
of its time—is targeted by copyright holders looking for 
compensation. As well, both cases raise the same question 
of public domain: if these songs have become so ubiquitous 
as to be captured incidentally during daily life, don’t they, at 
least in small part, belong to the public?

To fully understand the answer to that question, we’ll have 
to take a look at America’s copyright laws—American because 
that country produces almost all of the media which forms 
the basis of our North American culture—and try to get a 
sense of their evolution.

Works produced before 1923, when the copyright has not 
been renewed, are clearly in the public domain and may be 
used in any way by anyone (this is why there are so many com-
peting editions of classic books on bookstore shelves). From 
there, copyrights become much more complicated. Works 
published from 1923-1963 are copyrighted only if they were 
originally published with a copyright notice, for a term last-
ing 95 years after the publication date—if the copyright was 
not renewed, that work is now in the public domain. Works 
published from 1964-1977 are copyrighted for a term of 95
years from publication. Works created before 1978, the date 
of the last major revision to American copyright law, but not 
published hold copyright for the author’s life plus 70 years. 
Works created before 1978 but published between then and 
2003 are copyrighted for the author’s life plus 70 years or 

until 2047, whichever is greater. Works created before 1978
and published after 2002 are protected for the author’s life 
plus 70 years. Finally, works created from 1978 forward begin 
their copyright terms when they are published, for a term of 
the author’s life plus 70 years (and in the case of corporate or 
anonymous authorship, the shorter of 95 years from the date 
of fi rst publication or 120 years from creation). 

As copyright law grows it becomes ever more byzantine. 
Worse, it is the creator’s responsibility to research the media 
they wish to appropriate and license. If simply fi nding out 

Diagramming the shell and its insides, a character says, 
“Traditionally, we had a thin layer of intellectual property 
protection surrounding a rich and large public domain. 
[Intellectual Property] didn’t cover very much, didn’t cover 
it for very long.” He then crushes the egg, explaining that the 
balance between protecting the original producer and pro-
moting new creative growth has been upset. Again, Boyle has 
created a simple, powerful image to explain copyrights.

A short survey of copyright law’s dangerous trajectory can-
not capture the depth or the severity of the problem. If we 

This essay was based almost entirely on Tales From the Public Domain: 
Bound by Law? by Keith Aoki, James Boyle and Jennifer Jenkins, 

retrieved from http://law.duke.edu/cspd/comics/index.html; and “Two 
Relationships to a Cultural Public Domain” by art group Negativland, 

found in Law and Contemporary Problems vol 66 issue 1.

“

“

if these songs have become so ubiquitous as to be cap-
tured incidentally during daily life, don’t they, at least 

in small part, belong to the public?
whether a work is copyrighted or not is this complicated, the 
process of contacting the rights holder, licensing the work, 
and payment for that licensing is infi nitely more complex. 
Copyright holders, then, are insulated from artists who wish 
to use their work by a system of laws which discourages the 
use of those appropriations at every turn, and then severely 
punishes those appropriating artists in cases of what should 
clearly be fair use. As more work enters the copyrighted 
sphere and new copyright laws are passed which lengthen 
the copyright term and shrink the public domain, artists fi nd 
themselves with fewer “raw materials” on which to base their 
works; especially true if those works are meant to faithfully 
represent our media- and corporate-attuned society.

In Tales from the Public Domain, Boyle uses the image of 
an egg to illustrate how copyright law has been perverted. 

are to avoid long-term damage to society’s arts, at the very 
least we can educate ourselves on how to avoid this cultural 
erosion; at the best, we can go forth and create new art which 
incorporates new content with old. Again, Negativland puts 
the situation most clearly:

Observing this now generally culture-wide acceptance 
of appropriation methodologies, one would think that 
sympathetic laws of allowance would also emerge to 
encourage the practice and assure that it is able to 
proceed legally. But that has not yet happened. What’s 
wrong with this picture?



Entertainment Editor: Garth Paulson
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Rachel Betts-Wilmott
Gauntlet Entertainment

Every day we’re getting older. We 
accept it because we have to, 
it’s as inevitable as it is unpleas-

ant. To make the idea palatable we 
disguise it as maturing, as if each day 
makes us wiser. When constantly in 
a university, the idea of maturing 
can be hard to believe—we’re still 
surrounded by the slutty girls and 
greasy-haired boys in baseball caps 
from high school—luckily there are 

people like local singer-songwriter and 
guitarist Jay Crocker to prove we will 
get better with age.

Some might know Crocker from 
his young care-free days with Recipe 
from a Small Planet, but his modus 
operandi has changed since then. 
Once a member of a precocious 
four-piece, Crocker took a year to 
write Melodies from the Outskirts, 
an album for himself and 10 piece 
band The Electric Apes.

“It’s just different than what I’ve 
done before,” he says. “I’m older 
now, using the experiences I’ve 
had in music. The ideas are more 
concise, cemented.”

This sentiment comes after a 
period of personal musical upheaval. 
Indeed the act of writing itself helped 
him fi nd a centre.

“Sometimes writing’s easy, 
sometimes it’s hard, at times quick 
or slow, but it’s something I really 
love to do,” Crocker explains. “Even 
if it does take a lot out of me, it’s 
really cathartic and so worth it.”

Despite the level musical ground 
he’s found to stand on, Crocker’s 
perception of the world becomes at 
times a little more fl uid. Whether 
it’s a side effect of aging or a reac-
tion to his new-found maturity, we 
may never know, though it may be 

a product of touring for so many 
years.

“The weirdest thing about touring 
is everybody gets a bit detached from 
reality,” Crocker reveals. “We’ll go 
in to eat while we’re on the road and 
not understand what other people 
are saying, we just speak our own 
weird little language. Everything 
just seems from a dream.”

This is what you can expect from 
his live show, surreal, fantasy-
inducing tunes, with just enough 
big band horns to keep your feet 
planted fi rmly on the ground and 
little details to keep your mind on 
the music. It’s a precarious balance, 

but it’s Crocker’s goal to walk just 
such a tightrope.

“The live show is very true to the 
album,” admits Crocker. “But big-
ger. There are lots different things, 
little intricacies, to pick up on, that 
I want people to experience. Really 
I just want everyone to have a good 
time then go have sex.”

It seems, despite being an old 
soul, Crocker is still young at 
heart; channeling at times the age-
old storyteller, but also the spirit of 
teenagers everywhere. 

JAY CROCKER....JAY CROCKER....

...matures with  style...matures with  style
MUSICINTERVIEW

Jay Crocker

Melodies From the Outskirts is available at 
fi ne record stores.
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Hoang-Mai Hong
Gauntlet Entertainment

The book The Remains of the Day 
should ring a few bells for quasi-
scholars. We know it’s a classic of 
sorts as the title trips so easily on 
the tongue, but when pried for any 
further info on the book, there is 
a bit of hesitation. In other words, 
when asked, “Have you read The 
Remains of the Day?” many of us 

will respond, “No, but I’ve heard 
of it.”

If you’ve read the Man Booker 
Prize winning novel by Kazuo 
Ishiguro or if you’ve seen the 
Oscar-nominated fi lm with Anthony 
Hopkins and Emma Thompson, 
good on you. If you haven’t, it’s 
better late than never, and a good 
start is to dig into the Japanese-born 
Englishman’s latest novel, Never Let 
Me Go. The book makes you want to 
read his past work, which for many 
of us was in its heyday before we 
could actually read. 

Never Let Me Go introduces us 
to Kathy H., a 31-year-old ‘carer.’ 
The book takes us through her 
memories, starting at her days 
at Hailsham, a boarding school 
encouraging art and creativity and 

discouraging smoking to a point 
where books with characters who 
smoke, like Sherlock Holmes, are 
banned. The kids are sheltered here 
and are being prepared for what is 
described to them as a vicious out-

side world. Their repression of any 
feelings at all is creepy at points, 
and you get the image of blonde 
and British Children of the Corn, as 
their teachers, or ‘guardians,’ cringe 

BOOKREVIEW
Never Let Me Go

Rachel Betts-Wilmott
Gauntlet Entertainment

The idea behind rock ‘n roll 
is to fight the establish-
ment and really stick it 

to the man with a side of drugs, 
alcohol and sex. But for Nathan’s 
Keri Latimer, the rebellious side 
of rock ‘n roll has been ruled out. 
Latimer is with child, giving up the 
usual indulgences of musicians, but 
still playing the regular bar shows 
and eagerly awaiting the summer 
festival circuit.

“We can’t complain about playing 
folk fests,” she says. “They treat us 
well, they feed us well and the audi-
ence is there to listen to music, not 
to get drunk and party.”

Nathan’s plans for the summer, 
however, have been put on hold 
due to the arrival of a new band 
member, scheduled right around 
the Edmonton Folk Festival, giving 

the band the summer off. Latimer 
plans to take the time to do some 
admittedly geeky pre-natal yoga 
and learn to knit baby booties like 
all pregnant women should.

“I haven’t started to knit yet,” 
she laughs. “But I’ve thought 
about it. I’m having some weird 
nesting issues. Plus, nobody both-
ers someone with knitting needles 
in their hands, but mostly we’ll be 
rehearsing.”

The band is working on new 
material, to be debuted on their 
current tour, before heading to the 
studio with it.

“We’re going to play as much 
new stuff as we can and hope for 
the best,” says Latimer. “It’s really 
exciting because we’ll be working 
with a new producer, and [accordion 
and banjo player] Shelley Marshall 
is writing more.”

Motherhood is usually enough 
to get anyone excited, but Latimer 
has more on her plate. The soon-
to-be-matriarch of Winnipeg’s 
premier country-folk band is soon 

to be inducted into her Lethbridge 
high school’s hall of fame.

“I don’t really know what to 
make of it,” Latimer giggles. “I was 
an excessive club joiner, a bit of a 
nerd. But I like being a nerd, I’ve 
got no longing to be a jock.”

The honour is probably due to her 

band’s quirky folk music, containing 
just as much pop and country as it 
does folk, rather than her extra-
curricular activities. Despite being 
on the track team, it’s more likely 
Nathan’s laid back and comfort-
able performance style, earned her 
the spot.

High school halls of fame aren’t the 
most obvious media for rebellion, and 
maybe Nathan’s left behind the clichés 
of rock, but Latimer will be the coolest 
mommy at Mommy and Me. 

Givin’ up rock ’n 
roll lifestyle for 
motherhood
MUSICINTERVIEW

Nathan

Never Let Me Go never lets readers go
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Nathan demonstrate the latest and greatest cowpoke fashion.

see never let me go page 46

Nathan plays the Ironwood Stage and Grill 
Sunday, April 9.



Darren Young
Gauntlet Entertainment

When routine becomes 
too comfortable and life 
starts feeling monoto-

nous, boredom is rather inescapable. 
Some may try to shake-up routine 
through acts of spontaneity like not 
going to work, getting evicted, living 
on the street for a while, et cetera. 
Jazz artist Johnny Summers leaves 
home to study with professional 
musicians.

“I find that I need to keep 
pushing myself and to just keep 
improving,” he claims. “Otherwise 
I get bored. As an artist, if you get 
bored you become stagnant. I’ve 
gone through periods of that, I’ll 
be honest, so I like doing self 
directed studies.”

Summers’ most recent self 
directed study took him to New 
York, where he studied with the 
likes of Wynton Marsalis, Wycliffe 
Gordon, and Laurie Frink. 
Now Summers has returned to 

Calgary to premier his brand new 
composition, a religious story 
known as Suite Jubilation.

“[Suite Jubilation] is a piece that 
kind of follows the Biblical story 
from creation until after the Old 
Testament, right into the New 
Testament,” explains Summers. 
“I wrote [the suite] when I was 
studying in New York. A lot of it 
was pulled from music that I was 
infl uenced by there.”

Besides the infl uence of his New 
York experience, Summers also cites 
inspiration from Duke Ellington’s 
sacred concerts and, of course, his 
religious background. Though 
his intentions in creating Suite 
Jubilation had a religious purpose, 
his thoughts are mostly guided 
towards creating powerful pieces 
of art to move audiences, whether 
they’re religious or not.

“Most art is for the artistic sake; 
for the sake of actually moving 
someone and not just a vanity proj-
ect,” says Summers. “My favourite 
thing about playing music is touch-
ing the audience.”

Summers will get his opportunity 
to captivate an audience on April 7, 

when he debuts three movements of 
Suite Jubilation: “The Birth,” “I See 
Him Walking” and “Praises to our 
God.” The movements are stylisti-
cally separate from one another and 
represent their own portion of the 
story of Suite Jubilation.

“The suite itself encompasses all 
the styles that jazz has to offer,” says 
Summers. “Or maybe not all, but 
most of them. ‘The Birth’ is a very 
gentle movement about the birth 
of Christ; ‘I See Him Walking’ is 
about the people looking on [as 
Christ carried the cross] and the 
different emotions and thoughts 
they had. It’s more of a modern 
type of jazz.”

Through experimenting with 
different styles of jazz, Johnny 
Summers hopes to move audiences 
with his Suite Jubilation, regard-
less of their musical background. 
Sometimes it only takes a bit of 
boredom to get the inspiration 
fl owing.

The suite sounds of Summers
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MUSICINTERVIEW
Johnny Summers

Get yer head crushed

Calgary hep cat returns home to jubilation

Jon Roe
Gauntlet Entertainment

Though the Berlin wall fell almost 
two decades ago, the effects of the 
Cold War are still felt in Eastern 
European countries who have yet 
to make serious strides towards 
matching their western counter-
parts’ economies. Straight out 
of Eastern Europe, Headcrusher 
puts readers in the perspective of 
Vadim, a Latvian bank worker who, 
disgusted with the system he sees 

around him, snaps and goes on a 
killing spree.

Headcrusher is the debut novel 
for the writing duo of Alexander 
Garros and Aleksei Evdokimov 
and like modern classics American 
Psycho and Fight Club, the novel 
excellently mixes dark humour 
with a critique of capitalism. Where 
Headcrusher differs from the two 
books-turned-fi lms is the perspec-
tive—American Psycho and Fight 
Club offer a look at the underside 
of society from the American side 
of the Iron Curtain.

In the book, Vadim, a former 

BOOKREVIEW
Headcrusher

see headcrusher page 46

Johnny Summers performs Suite 
Jubilation Friday, April 7 and Saturday, 

April 8 at the Grace Presbytarian Church. 
For tickets call 284-5100 ext. 239. 

Doors open at 7 p.m.Johnny Summers takes a break.
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Jon Roe
Gauntlet Entertainment

Paul Aucoin has been a busy 
man the last few years. 
Besides contributing to 

or producing such bands as The 
Old Soul, the Fembots, Cuff the 
Duke and the Golden Dogs, he 
somehow found the time to form 
the Hylozoists. The band’s first 
album, 2002’s entirely instrumen-
tal La Nouvelle Gauche, was mostly 
performed by Aucoin, but when it 
was time to form a band to tour 
in support of the album, Aucoin 
assembled himself an army of musi-
cians from other bands. 

Though some members weren’t 
available for their present tour, 
which stops in Calgary April 7, 
including the Weakerthan’s Jason 
Tait and Broken Social Scene’s Julie 
Penner, the list following Aucoin 
on his first West Coast trip with 
the Hylozoists is dizzying. Wayne 
Petti on piano, Paul Lowman on 
bass, Patrick Conan on vibra-
phone and Dale Murray on pedal 
steel and guitar from Cuff the Duke, 
Dave MacKinnon and Brian Poirier 
from the Fembots, Taylor Knox on 
drums from the Golden Dogs and 
Aucoin’s brother, Richard Aucoin 
also on vibraphone. Because of the 
size of the band and the nature 
of its assembly, the Hylozoists 
have drawn comparisons to indie 
supergroup Broken Social Scene, a 
comparison Aucoin doesn’t mind.

“I think people stop the com-
parison just on the involvement 
of many musicians,” says Aucoin, 
who plays vibraphones and drums 
in the Hylozoists. “They’re all our 
friends too. Julie Penner, our violin 
player, is off playing with them now. 
I played with them before. I don’t 
mind the comparisons; they’re all 
our friends.”

Though the cross over in mem-
bers causes some scheduling con-

fl icts, such as the current one with 
Penner, the Hylozoists’ violin player, 
Aucoin isn’t bothered. In fact, he 
enjoys the experience of meeting 
new musicians.

“Julie Penner has only recently 
started to miss some shows because 
of her involvement with Broken 
Social Scene,” he says.  “Jason Tait 
never missed any shows until this 
tour. Business people say to me, ‘oh 
this is going to be confusing.’ You 
know what? Don’t worry about it. 
Unless you think the band is just 
worse because of it musically, then tell 
me something. But otherwise, these 
are all great people [and] we all like 
doing it. I like it that way. I really like 
meeting new musicians. Sometimes 
it’s a bit of a bummer organizing this 
stuff, but ultimately I get to meet all 
these great people because of it. 
Having a set band is nice, [but] so 
is meeting new people.”

Aucoin has been lucky to meet 
not only great musicians through his 
bands, but also celebrities of other 
varieties. A fan of hockey, Aucoin 
recently got the opportunity to play 
a show at Phoenix Coyotes member 
Boyd Devereaux’s cottage before 
the start of the nhl regular season. 
The show also introduced Aucoin 
to some comparisons of the varying 
levels of success dividing musicians 
and hockey players.

“[The show at his cottage with 
Cuff the Duke] was a great time,” 
voices Aucoin. “At first, I was a 
little concerned whether everybody 
would love it or not, they seemed 
like they would be into other types 
of music, but they loved it. It was for 
all the hockey players he played with 
through the years, [and hockey play-
ers] from Stratford, Ontario, where 
he’s from. It was interesting to see. 
You know some of your friends 

have gold records; you know some 
of your friends who can’t get their 
records done. When you meet a 
lot of the hockey players, the same 
thing sort of happens. You see all 
the journeymen in the whl and ihl, 
they make $22,000 a year and they’re 
still playing even if they might not 
make the nhl. [There are] those of 
us that do it for the love of doing 
it fi rst, and hope the business end 
works out. Some of us it works out 
really well, [and then] some of us 
have a great time, but you move 
onto other things.”

So far, Aucoin has yet to be forced 
to move on from music, as he is 
involved in a multitude of projects. 
Besides producing and participating 
in bands, Aucoin has had the oppor-
tunity to score fi lms like the com-

posers he draws inspiration from, 
such as Danny Elfman, Bernard 
Herrman, and Ennio Morricone. 
Aucoin hopes his latest creation, 
the Hylozoist’s La Fin Du Monde, 
slated for an early June release, will 
fi nd some success. The album was 
already recorded before Aucoin 
assembled the current version of 
the band and wanted to re-record 
it with everyone participating, caus-
ing a delay in its release date. 

“We really wanted everyone on 
the record,” admits Aucoin. “[La 
Nouvelle Gauche] was mostly me 
by myself and it was just so nice 
to have that option this time. Re-
recording was a lot of fun. Some 
of the songs got way better from 
playing them so much as opposed 
to the nice but tentative aspect of 
recording songs when you don’t 
know them. Which most bands do 
anyway, because they write them, 
then record them [immediately 
after.] A year later they’re playing 
them great.”

One member currently tour-
ing with the band who wasn’t 
featured on La Fin Du Monde is 
Aucoin’s brother Richard Aucoin. 
The Hylozoist concert in Calgary 
will almost be a family reunion, 
because, in addition to his brother 
in the band, Aucoin has a sister 
who teaches at the University of 
Calgary and expects his parents 
to be in the audience for the first 
time.

“Actually, at the Calgary show my 
mother and father will fi nally see 
the band,” says Aucoin. “They’re 
the biggest Hylozoists fans in the 
world and they’ve never seen the 
band live. They’re going to see 
both of their sons head to head on 
vibraphones and I think they’re 
going to like it.”

A veritable horde of Hylozoists
MUSICINTERVIEW

The Hylozoists

The Hylozoists play the Gate Friday, 
April 7 alongside The Fembots and 

Cuff The Duke.
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Ændrew Rininsland
Gauntlet Entertainment

Lucky Number Slevin, a crime 
thriller directed by Paul 
McGuigan and starring Josh 

Hartnett, Bruce Willis, Lucy Liu, 
Morgan Freeman and Ben Kingsley, 
has everything a good crime movie 
could want, except, well, character 
development and a plot. 

Slevin (Hartnett) is a man who has 
had quite the run of bad luck. He not 
only gets evicted from his apartment, 
realizes his girlfriend is cheating on 
him and suffers a broken nose at the 
hands of a mugger, but two warring 
crime bosses wrongly believe he owes 
them a combined debt of $126,000. 
This case of mistaken identity leaves 
Slevin in a diffi cult place, only made 
worse considering one of the crime 

bosses, known merely as The Boss 
(Freeman), wants him to kill the 
son of the other boss, The Rabbi 
(Kingsley), in order to pay off the 
majority of his debt. 

It’s diffi cult to deny the artistic 
talent involved with the project. A 
big-name cast, witty writing, some 
stylish cinematography, yet the 
whole thing manages to fall fl at due 
to its utter lack of characterization 
and how ridiculously convoluted 
its plot becomes later on. Suffi ce 
to say, the last half attempts to be a 
psychological thriller as well as tie 
up all lose ends, leaving viewers dis-
gruntled at how pointlessly elaborate 
and unmotivated it becomes. 

By-and-large, the shallowness of 
the majority of the characters by-
and-large accounts for this. Bruce 
Willis plays—wait for it—an elite 
hitman named, of all things, Mr. 
Goodcat. Who could’ve guessed 
this incredibly unforeseen example 

of type-casting? Bruce Willis? A hit-
man? Didn’t see that coming! It’s like 
casting Adam Sandler as a dumbass! 
Brilliant! Despite his large amount 
of screen-time, he’s given less lines 
than Keanu Reeves, creating a char-
acter so woefully underdeveloped he 
almost exists entirely as a deus-ex 
machina, which is bad given how 
much of a pivotal role he plays in 
the progression of the plot. 

Freeman’s The Boss and 
Kingsley’s The Rabbi don’t appear 
to be crime bosses so much as wank-
ers who sit in tall buildings plotting 
things. The only elements of their 
supposedly-vast criminal empires 
you see are the goons who bring 
Slevin to them. The only semi-
developed characters in the entire 
story are Slevin—who’s likable in 
the fi rst half but laughable in the 
second—and Lucy Liu as Lindsey, 
who, despite being one of the more 
unique characters—and not type-

cast as some sort of sword-wielding 
assassin, to the movie’s credit—is 
added solely to introduce a pointless 
romantic sub-plot. 

There’s an urge when creating 
crime dramas for the writer to toss 
viewers a sudden curve-ball, making 
the plot appear more psychological 
than it really is. Sometimes this works, 
as can be seen in pretty much any 
episode of csi, but sometimes it fails 
miserably as in 1998’s Wild Things. 
Lucky Number Slevin falls into the lat-
ter category. The motivation simply 
isn’t there, leaving the story feeling 
like it was written in two parts, with 
the former being an enjoyable, nearly 
humourous take on fi lm noire and the 
latter feeling like a half-assed attempt 
at an action movie.

Let’s hope Slevin’s comment 
about bad luck coming in threes is 
untrue so as to spare the misfortune 
of two sequels to this rather-shoddy 
bit of storytelling.

Slevin isn’t lucky enough

THEATREPREVIEW
The Graduate

Oh my God, a rare appearance by Mr. Chuck, alo known as Josh Harnett’s left nipple.
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Ryan Pike
Gauntlet Entertainment

Whether they’ve actually 
read the book or seen 
the fi lm, nearly every-

body in the western world knows 
about The Graduate. A renewed 
interest in the tale has emerged 
thanks to last year’s release of 
Rumour Has It, inspired by the 
book and fi lm.This thirst is about 
to be quenched by echo37’s Calgary 
stage premier of The Graduate.

Based on the novel by Charles 
Webb and the fi lm directed by Mike 
Nichols, The Graduate tells the 
tale of college graduate Benjamin 
Braddock (Scott Roberts), whose 
lazy summer is turned upside-down 
when he gets entangled in an affair 
with the wife of his father’s busi-
ness partner, Mrs. Robinson (Barb 
Mitchell).

“[It’s about] somebody transition-
ing from the world of youth into an 
adult and suddenly being faced with 
a lot of the adult options that are out 
there in the world,” explains director 
Iam Coulter. “It is a comedy, but it 
has a lot of dramatic material.”

Coulter comes to the produc-
tion with a great wealth of experi-

ence adapting well-known works 
with the Shakespeare Company. 
She admits adapting something as 
well-known as The Graduate poses 
a bit of a challenge.

“When I work on Shakespeare, 
I’m sort of reinventing for the fi rst 
time,” Coulter details. “Whereas 
with this, people will come and a 
large degree of the audience will have 
their own sense of what they expect 
to see, what they want to see and 
they’ll be looking more specifi cally 
to see whether or not those wants 
have been met. In another pro-
duction, people come with more 
of a blank slate and what you give 
them is what they come to see, as 
opposed to something they’re really 
there expecting.”

The Graduate is notable not only 
because it’s the Calgary premier, but 
also because it features the stage 
debut of City TV’s Barb Mitchell. 
Mitchell has been delving into acting 
as of late and Coulter recalls being 
impressed with her audition.

“I was sitting in the auditions 
and I see ‘Barb Mitchell’ [listed] 
and I’m thinking, ‘Oh, okay, Barb 
Mitchell’ and she walked through the 
door and I was like ‘Oh, that Barb 
Mitchell!’” remembers Coulter. “So 
I had no idea what to expect and she 
absolutely blew me away right from 
the get-go.”

Those first impressions are 
accurate and Coulter doesn’t 
hesitate to lavish praise upon her 
leading lady.

“She just has so much to offer 
and so many layers to her person-
ality and character. And she has a 

beautiful sense of fun and incredible 
courage,” gushes Coulter. “To do 
your stage premier and to take on 
a role like Mrs. Robinson in a town 
where you are as well-known as she 
is, that is an extremely courageous 
thing for her to do and it shows the 

kind of character she has. She’s not 
a scaredy-cat. She has taken the bull 
by the horns and jumped in with 
both feet.”

THEATREPREVIEW
The Graduate

At least someone’s graduated

The Graduate runs April 7-22 at the 
Engineered Air Theatre.

Benjamin Braddock wishes he had some frat boys to high fi ve right now.
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column writer for a newspaper 
during the Soviet era, fi nds himself 
looking for new work after the fall of 
communism. He ends up working 
in the mindless press department of 
a major Latvian bank, where, rather 
than doing actual work, most of his 
time is committed to writing rants 
against his superiors. After a few 
chapters of setting the scene, the novel 
really begins when Vadim kills his 
boss by taking a statue to his head, 
causing Vadim to follow a path of 
death and destruction with some 
Russian mafi a involvement and ran-
dom killings thrown in for fl avour.

The book succeeds in every way, 

AMERICA IS LIVING IN SPIN.

Based on the best-selling novel

A hilarious and gloriously
POLITICALLY INCORRECT

sendup of Washington’s culture of shameless spin.
JONATHAN ALTER,

“

”

“

”

“A QUIRKY AND INTELLIGENT RARITY
that elicits wry smiles and hearty laughs alike.”

CLAUDIA PUIG,

Aaron
ECKHART

Maria
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BRODY
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STARTS TOMORROW!
Check tribute.ca for Showtimes

CRUDE SEXUAL 
LANGUAGE,
MATURE THEMES

maintaining a certain sense of grim 
horror while adding in humourous 
elements throughout. Garros and 
Evdokimov uphold a breathless 
pace, using a stream of conscious-
ness style to place the reader in the 
position of Vadim, rather than 
merely watching him do all his 
gruesome work. Headcrusher is 
never boring thanks to the assault 
of words with furious velocity, with 
the best parts being the most hectic 
and action-packed.

Defi nitely not for the faint of heart, 
Headcrusher contains a high level 
of detail in every scene, especially 
when describing the killing and 

dismantling of bodies. Garros and 
Evdokimov keep the same attention 
to details in the sex scenes, making 
them on par with what you would 
read in an erotic novel.  Combined, 
the sex and the violence accentu-
ate an already compelling story, 
surprising given this is the authors’ 
fi rst work.

Headcrusher is an excellent novel 
for our time and an intriguing look 
at the other side of the Iron Curtain. 
Following in the footsteps of con-
temporaries American Psycho and 
Fight Club, the book adds a critique 
of capitalism and greed to black 
comedy and shocking violence.

Kenzie Love
Gauntlet Entertainment

The Den’s cabarets always 
have a tough time compet-
ing for students’ attention 

this time of year, what with essays 
due, exams on the horizon, and the 
ever-popular Bermuda Shorts Day. 
Organizers of the annual Gender 
Bender, however, believe it’s a chal-
lenge they can meet. The structure 
of the event, sponsored by the Gay 
and Lesbian Academic Students and 
Staff, will be similar to past years, 
but longtime glass member and 
current chair Paul Sereda thinks 
distinctiveness from other caba-
rets will lure people in.

“[The Gender Bender] is a great 
chance to see something quite dif-

ferent from the norm for the Den,” 
he says. “Whether one’s interest is 
in participant observation or just 
partying it up.” 

Of course, the two go hand-in-
hand at the Gender Bender, an 
event that’s diffi cult to maintain a 
detached perspective towards. For 
those who thought Jon Stewart’s 
hosting of the Oscars was edgy, 
Gender Bender emcees Bruce Lee 
and Selma Body can be counted on 
to push the envelope even further. 
They’ll also be giving away some 
door prizes, including a Swizzle 
Sticks pedicure, gift baskets from 
Deva Dave’s and Izo Bizo, and an 
assortment of sex toys. But Sereda 
hopes Gender Bender goers will 
take more away from the experience 
than just dildos and butt plugs. 

“The Gender Bender is also about 
raising awareness and raising the 
profile of gays and lesbians on 
campus,” he says. 

The cabaret is glass’ major 
fundraiser of the year and Sereda 
wants a portion of the profits to go 
to Act Out! a leadership develop-
ment initiative for gay, lesbian, 
bisexual and trans-identified 
youth, to further its work in sup-
port of gay rights.

Sereda acknowledges the Gender 
Bender is a change from the usual 
for many who attend, but points 
out that it will be set in the safe 
and familiar environment of the 
Den, an ideal setting for an event 
encouraging both tolerance and 
fun, kind of like the university 
experience itself. 

Gender Bender!

Headcrusher, cont’d from p. 42

and are uncomfortable around 
them. Though the suspense of 
wondering what the hell is going 
on is ever present, driven by the 
innocuous terms these kids use, like 
‘career,’ ‘donations,’ ‘completing,’ 
and ‘students,’ it all takes a back-
seat to the relationship between the 
sensible and caring heroine Kathy 
H. and her friends Ruth, the bossy 
girl who is committed to fi tting in, 
and Tommy, the angry boy with the 
good heart. You see them grow up 
amidst what is gradually revealed as 
a reality set in a bleak sci-fi  future; 
and the emotions are frighten-
ingly familiar and the outcome 
heartbreaking.

It’s hard to give any solid syn-
opsis of the story without reveal-
ing too much, and the full picture 
isn’t revealed to us anyway, as we 
know just as much as Kathy and 
her friends gradually uncover. If 

there is any literary point of refer-
ence you could relate it to, it’s Lois 
Lowry’s The Giver, but aimed at 
an adult audience. Everything is 
uncertain, storylines trail off and 
there are holes everywhere, much 
like actual life. The whole thing 
seems so very seamless, though, as 
Ishiguro does a magnifi cent job of 
reeling you in, making you care, and 
moving you. 

What makes Never Let Me Go 
sort of sci-fi  is simply the backdrop, 
though an interesting one, to what 
is at the core a love story. Despite 
its heavy aspects, the focus is on the 
simple story we can understand 
and identify with. This story keeps 
us hooked and, when it is fi nished, 
causes the cathartic, satisfactory 
sigh that comes when you fi nish a 
damn good book. Never Let Me Go 
should qualify as another ‘classic’ 
for Ishiguro.

Never Let Me Go, 
cont’d from p. 41
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SPUN
this week • Ghostface Killah, Prince, POD and more

album reviews 

Prince
3121

(Universal)

When Prince was popular in the ’80s his 

music was innovative and impressive. The 

man played most, if not all the instruments 

Harland Williams
Har-Larious

(Comedy Central)

After 45 minutes of Harland Williams say-

ing fuck, making annoying noises, verbally 

harassing audience members and mispro-

nouncing “Al Queda” on Har-Larious, 

listeners will realize a lot of things would 

be a better use of their time. Here’s only a 

few examples:

 – Watching your grandparents have sex.

 – Getting hit by a car.

 – Getting hit by a car driven by your grand-

parents having sex.

 – Drinking all the chemicals under your 

sink for fun.

 – Starting a fi st fi ght with yourself.

 – Setting yourself on fire during a mid-

term.

 – Making your own, better, comedy album.

..Ryan Pike

Ghostface Killah 
Fishscale

(Def Jam) 

Back in 1993 everyone was going crazy for 

the Wu-Tang Clan. Their debut album, 

Enter The Wu-Tang (36 Chambers), shot 

up both the charts and critics best of 

lists, ushering in a new wave of hip-hop. 

A couple years later, members dove into 

the solo arena, further praise was heaped 

upon the likes of Raekwon and The gza 

while Method Man became a household 

name. Despite all this success, not every 

member became a mainstream smash or 

critical darling on their own.

Dennis Coles, aka Ghostface Killah, has 

been raging against this fate his entire career, 

steadily building a solid discography and loyal 

fanbase. His latest release, Fishscale, is further 

proof he  possesses the greatest staying power 

of any of his colleagues.

Fishscale is loaded with Ghost’s trademarked 

syllable-spewing, nigh incomprehensible 

delivery and the soulful beats he has made a 

living rhyming overtop. On the surface it’s 

nothing new, but the album is infused with 

an unavoidable desperation.

“The Champ” begins with a boxing trainer 

telling Ghostface he “hasn’t been hungry 

since [2000’s] Supreme Clientele.” A 

sampled crowd roars, a killer horn sec-

tion kicks and Coles starts spiting verses, 

proving without a doubt his hunger is 

insatiable now. 

“The Champ” is just one of the standout 

tracks on Fishscale, all of which, except for 

the few requisite skits, reach near unprec-

edented heights for a rapper closing in on 

40. Though Wu purists may cry foul, one 

of the reasons the album hits as hard as it 

does is the noticeable lack of The rza, who 

has held a monopoly over the producer’s 

chair on nearly any Wu-Tang related 

project. Instead, Fishscale boasts a who’s 

who of hot producers like Pete Rock, the 

late J Dilla, Just Blaze and MF Doom. No 

producer strays far from Ghostface’s niche 

but they instill their songs with a vibrancy 

no one can blame The rza for lacking after 

all these years.

Whether talking about a surreal undersea 

adventure, spanking or the album’s central 

theme, cocaine, Ghostface has created a 

masterpiece. Though Fishscale may not get 

the mainstream attention it deserves, it will 

go a long way towards finally cementing 

Ghostface Killah’s position at the top of the 

Wu-Tang Clan.

..Garth Paulson 

POD 
Testify

(Atlantic) 

Music can create three perceptions: over-

whelming joy, undeniable hate or a middle 

ground where the sounds  can be appreciated 

with time. pod’s new album Testify sort of 

falls in the latter. 

Widely known for their reggae-rock sound, 

with Testify pod take a different approach 

while trying to maintain some consistency. 

For three quarters of the album this holds 

true but for the other quarter you’re left 

wondering what to think. Songs like “Roots 

in Stereo” and “This Time” instill old pod 

ways, while songs like “Teachers” and “Say 

Hello” struggle to leave any mark. Some 

would argue these select songs are a way of 

exploring creativity but they come across 

as out of place. 

Quite simply, Testify is a decent album 

brought down by a few tracks feeling more 

like fi ller than anything else. With time you 

really start to appreciate the work put into 

most of the album but when it’s all said and 

done, a dry taste produced by inconsistency 

and laziness lingers. 

..Logan Niehaus

on his records, carving himself a good music 

career. He then he lost popularity in the ’90s 

and disappeared into near obscurity when he 

changed his name to a symbol. Now he’s back 

with his old name and a new disc, 3121.

After two name changes something has 

been lost. 3121 has some moments of great-

ness when Prince delves into the funk realm, 

such as the title track, “Lolita” and “Get on 

the Boat.” Unfortunately, the rest of the disc 

is uninspired standard r&b fare. Apparently 

it doesn’t matter how many instruments you 

play if the music you play is boring.

Getting name dropped on The Dave Chap-

pelle Show has done Lil’ Jon’s career wonders, 

but it’s doubtful it will have the same affect 

with Prince. This will prove especially true 

if he continues to release mediocre offerings 

such as 3121.

..Jon Roe

DJ Sammy
The Rise

(SPG)

The Rise takes a slow start before launching 

into a vicious dj Sammy circle of electronic 

music. True to his style, the tunes here con-

sist of the catchy lyrics laced into extremely 

synthesized music. 

The fi rst track, “Rise,” takes an extremely long 

time to start off, making you want to skip to 

something more exciting, unfortunately most 

of the songs have the same fl aw of starting off 

slowly instead of shoving the beats in your 

face. This isn’t out of character for dj Sammy, 

but may not be your cup of tea. The Rise will 

be better when someone else re-mixes it.

..Joëlle Robichaud

Yeah Yeah Yeahs
Show Your Bones

(Interscope)

Whether it’s not getting accepted to your 

grad program of choice or missing out on 

the last slice of cheese pizza because you 

were too slow, disappointments in life are 

many and varied.

For some fans, the Yeah Yeah Yeahs’ 

sophomore album, Show Your Bones will 

be a disappointment. On their new release, 

the Yeah Yeah Yeah’s lose some of their 

mystique, instead offering a compilation 

of tunes following in the footsteps of songs 

like “Date with a Night.” By looking less to 

fan favourites from their debut Fever to Tell 

like “Maps” and “Modern Romance,” the 

Yeah Yeah Yeahs have produced an album 

of dancier tracks including the harsh-but-

pleasant “Honeybear” and LL Cool J cover 

“Phenomena.”

The songs off Show Your Bones may not 

make you swoon the way the old stuff did, 

but, in the grand scheme of things, this cd 

isn’t as much of a disappointment as miss-

ing the last slice.

..Rachel Betts-Wilmott




