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Editorial

B
ill 40 sounded like a good 

idea at fi rst.

By taking the tuition debate 

out of legislature and into Tory-dic-

tated regulation, students will see a 

new tuition policy for the fall  more 

fl exible than anything created in leg-

islation. It can also be continually 

improved upon, at least according to 

Advanced Education Minister Denis 

Herard. Herard claims Bill 40, which 

was introduced to legislature May 8 

and is expected to pass this week, is 

not only a good idea, but a necessity 

to pass policy while legislature is still 

in session. 

The move to regulation will have 

a favourable outcome for students 

this year, but the new policy comes 

at the cost of democracy. It will 

allow the Tories to forgo demo-

cratic processes presently neces-

sary in dictating new policy simply 

because it’s more convenient for 

them. It may look good now, but 

ten years down the road when the 

government decides post-secondary 

education is no longer a priority, a 

regulated policy will mean students’ 

needs can be quickly de-prioritized 

without legislative debate. 

Herard says students and oppo-

sition shouldn’t be concerned 

because the new policy comes with 

his personal guarantee that students 

will be satisfi ed. With a politician’s 

satisfaction guarantee as the only 

check on government power, it’s 

obvious why students should be 

concerned.

Herard’s insistence that regulation 

is required to get a policy in place 

for fall 2006 shows a lack of foresight 

and commitment to students. 

When the Tories launched their 

post-secondary education review 

in June 2005—almost an entire 

year ago—it was no secret that 

accessibility was on the agenda. 

The government then formally 

committed to a new tuition policy 

in their 2006 budget, released in 

March. The resignation of Advanced 

Education Minister David Hancock 

undoubtedly threw a wrench into the 

process, but if education is a priority, 

this timeline should have been ample 

to create a policy in legislature.

But now, after a couple months 

of procrastination, the Tories are 

exploring extreme measures to 

keep their initial promise. It’s like 

a student promising to get a paper 

in on time, but with the stipulation 

that the paper may or may not be on 

material discussed in class. Since the 

professor may be reasonably con-

cerned, this paper also comes with a 

personal guarantee that the professor 

will really like it, even if it differs from 

the original assignment.

Bill 40 will be good for students 

next year, and even in the next fi ve 

years. But down the road when pri-

orities change, or when the oil sands 

prove a little less profi table for the 

Alberta government, this tuition 

policy will hurt students.

Emily Senger

News Editor

Tories: Would we lie to you?
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S
tudents will see a new tuition 

policy in place by fall 2006, but 

the details will not be open for 

debate in the legislature. 

Bill 40, which was introduced 

to legislature Mon., May 8, aims to 

take tuition policy out of legislation 

and into regulation. The provincial 

government says the move is nec-

essary to keep their promise of a 

new tuition policy for the fall, but 

opposition members and student 

leaders say regulation allows the 

Tories to push their new policy 

through unchecked.

“This is scary because it elimi-

nates the system of checks and bal-

ances,” said University of Calgary 

Students’ Union president Emily 

Wyatt. “The government is com-

mitted to it right now, but we could 

be going from free tuition to a large 

increase in a very short period 

of time.”

Wyatt is concerned the move will 

allow the government to take action, 

including the deregulation of tuition, 

without consulting students fi rst. She 

said tuition policy should remain 

open to debate in legislature.

Advanced Education Minister 

Denis Herard said student and 

opposition concerns are unfounded. 

Herard believes regulation allows for 

more fl exibility and it will benefi t 

students more than a policy created 

through legislation.

“The fi rst thing we do when we 

pass this bill is have a consultation 

with those it affects,” assured Herard. 

“When you have something in legis-

lature, it’s very infl exible. You don’t 

have the opportunity to fi x the little 

things like you do in regulation. I 

think it’s the better option because 

of the continual improvement por-

tion.”   

With a Conservative leadership 

race looming, legislature is unlikely 

to sit in the fall session, and critics 

argue the Tories are using regulation 

to push their policy through while 

they still can. Since universities begin 

the budgeting process in January for 

the following year, a tuition policy 

passed now will not affect students 

until fall 2007. 

Herard admitted a time crunch 

is partially the case for the move to 

regulation.

“The calendars for universities and 

colleges have to be ready in January,” 

said Herard. “If there isn’t a fall sit-

ting we may not be able to pass a 

new policy until fall 2008.”

When he was asked whether 

the move means deregulation of 

tuition, Herard had a fi rm message 

for students.

“Absolutely not,” he said.

Liberal advanced education 

critic Dave Taylor is worried about 

long-term implications of a tuition 

policy which is not open to debate 

in legislature.

“I’m confi dent that you’re going 

to end up with a tuition policy that 

looks pretty good for next year, but 

I’m concerned for future years,” said 

Taylor. “For example if you change 

the policy so that the university 

can recoup the full cost of educa-

tion [through tuition], you’re never 

going to get that genie back into the 

bottle.”

Taylor said the government could 

let post-secondary institutions know 

of their plans now so they are able 

to budget for the 2007⁄08 year, and 

then pass the actual legislation next 

time legislature sits. This would still 

allow the new tuition policy to take 

effect in fall 2007.   

“It is not necessary that this 

legislation be passed now—no 

matter what they tell you,” said 

Taylor.

On Mon., Apr. 13, the Council 

of Alberta University Students 

joined Liberal and ndp opposi-

tion members in Edmonton to 

protest Bill 40.

Regulated tuition policy by fall
Opposition says closed-door policy threatens democracy

Jon Roe
Sports Editor

The completion date of the 

MacEwan Student Centre third 

floor redevelopment has been 

pushed back, again. 

Originally, the project was to 

fi nish Mon., May 1, however due to 

contaractor delays, the renovations 

won’t be completed until the end of 

the month.

“May 26 will be the opening 

date for the [second fl oor] wash-

rooms, nutv and the multi-faith 

centre,” said Students’ Union vice-

president operations and finance 

Cody Wagner. “By June 1, every-

one should be all moved in and 

ready to go.”

Wagner cited several reasons for 

the delay.

“Specifi cally the delay was with 

the glazier—someone who installs 

and fi ts all types of glass—installing 

panels in the stairwell,” said Wagner. 

“We’ve had the glass on-site for a 

couple of weeks now and the glazier 

will start working [Tues., May 16]. 

This delay will affect the completion 

of the outer common area and the 

fi nal sprinkler work.”

The glazier got off to a smashing  

start on Tuesday  by breaking a large 

panel of glass over the stairs, restrict-

ing traffi c to the third fl oor.

Wagner also noted one delay 

affects all other work to be done on 

such a large project, exacerbating 

any problems.

The third floor redevelop-

ment, with the exception of 

the new space for cjsw, will open 

Fri., May 26.

Mac Hall 
renos 
delayed 
again

Geoff Macintosh/the Gauntlet 

SU VP external Julie Labonte and president Emily Wyatt check out the provincial govern-
ment’s proposed Bill 40. They are less than impressed.
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The Conservative government’s 

inaugural federal budget is lacking, 

according to student leaders.

The May 2 budget includes tax 

breaks for textbooks and scholar-

ships over $3,000, and $1 billion 

earmarked for urgent post-second-

ary education infrastructure repairs, 

but failed to address student leaders’ 

top priorities.

“It doesn’t drastically change our 

education system,” said University of 

Calgary Students’ Union president 

Rebecca Pfl iger
Gauntlet News

S
pring courses have begun, but 

30 students are being encour-

aged not to attend class. 

The University of Calgary is 

offering communication studies 201
via podcast this coming semester, 

renaming it iCOMS 201. 

This is a trial run that the univer-

sity hopes to expand. Podcasting is a 

technology that allows individuals to 

download video or audio fi les onto 

their computers or mp3 players.

If iCOMS 201 is successful the 

university may expand podcasting 

to all faculties.

“We’re hoping it improves both 

the learning and teaching experi-

ence,” said David Johnston of the 

Registrars Offi ce. 

iCOMS 201 will offer a weekly 

face to face tutorial along with the 

podcast feature.

For this trial course, students 

have been offered a free iPod if they 

participate in the extra studies being 

used to determine the success of the 

course. Johnston expects all of the 

students registered in the course to 

Better than a Happy Meal toy

Chris Raes
Gauntlet News

Without fail, April brings the 

fl owering of tulips, broken dreams 

for Maple Leafs fans and a fresh 

batch of Students’ Union Teaching 

Excellence Awards.

The 21st installment of the awards 

took place Apr. 30 to honour the 27 

professors chosen from over 500 

student nominations. This year, 

the su awarded cash prizes for the 

fi rst time.

“The awards give students a great 

outlet to show how they appreci-

ate their good professors,” said

su vice-president academic Shannon  

O’Connor. “I think it encourages 

teachers to perform, it gives them 

that little boost.”

The su awarded $500 for each 

excellence award winner and $250 for 

take advantage of the incentive. 

Johnston said the university 

is purchasing the iPods and 

it is a one-time offer, but he 

would not elaborate as to where 

the money came from. 

iCOMS 201 offers up free iPod with registration

Different aspects of the 

course will be evaluated closely, 

including whether or not the 

portability is benefi tial.  

Students’ Union vice-president 

academic Shannon O’Connor isn’t 

convinced the iPod classes will ben-

efi t all students. 

“Professors can decide how [the 

podcasts] are implemented, whether 

they’re in addition to their lectures, 

or replacing them,” said O’Connor. 

“My concern is if they are used as a 

replacement to lectures.” 

O’Connor also noted the uni-

versity is trying to expand learning 

opportunities for students.

“The university is trying to be 

really innovative by making infor-

mation as accessible as possible to 

students,” she said. “The university 

has good intentions.” 

Along with podcasting lectures, 

faculty can now record lectures, or 

portions of them and post them on 

blackboard as study aides. 

Johnston stressed that podcasting 

won’t be useful for all courses, but 

thinks it could be helpful for 

many.

If all goes well with iCOMS 201, 

three other “iCourses” will be added 

to the calendar, including iENGL 231, 

iCHEM 351 and iSOCI 201. 

Federal budget falls short SU honours profs. for 
excellence

photo illustration: Chris Tait/the Gauntlet

honourable mentions. Winners and 

honourable mentions recieved an 

additional $1,000 and $500 towards 

their faculties, respectively.

“We wanted to reward professors 

and give them something more sub-

stantial than a plaque and a coffee 

cup,” said O’Connor. 

This year marks the third excel-

lence award for Dr. Allison Dube, and 

the second in two years. He says his 

third award is still an honour.

“The fi rst word I felt was shocked 

and humbled,” said Dube. “It’s a 

strange feeling to get the third.”

He added that during his youth he 

yearned to teach at the university he 

once attended. 

“The connection to the students 

means everything to me,” added 

Dube. “Of all the things I can do 

in my life, becoming a university 

lecturer is it.”

Emily Wyatt. “I would have pre-

ferred to see a dedicated transfer 

and a pan-Canadian student 

accord.”

In conjunction with their federal 

lobby group, the Canadian Alliance 

of Student Associations, the su has 

been calling for a pan-Canadian 

accord on pse where stakeholders 

could meet to discuss solutions to 

student issues. 

The su also wants the federal 

government to change its system 

of transfer payments. Currently, 

dedicated transfer payments for 

health care and education are com-

bined, which means pse often takes 

a backseat to health care, according 

to Wyatt.

 “Health care sucks up a lot 

of it, and we don’t know how 

much is going to education,” said 

Wyatt. “There are still challenges 

when you get the money to the 

provincial level, but it would be a 

great fi rst step.”

casa National Director Phillippe 

Ouellette echoed Wyatt’s senti-

ments.

“I’m dissappointed because 

this government really had the 

opportunity to hit the ground 

running,” said Ouellette. “It’s quite 

apparent that they’ve missed the 

mark in post-secondary educa-

tion. What students are looking 

for is at least $4 billion in a total

transfer to the provinces just for 

infrastructure.”

Ouellette was also concerned 

the tax-credit-heavy budget pro-

vides marginal benefi t to current 

students only.

“Tax credits only help those 

students already in the system,” 

said Ouellette. “I know that 

the Conservative government 

was interested in tax credits, 

but this is not doing anything for 

access.”

Both Wyatt and Ouellette said 

they need more details about 

the textbook tax credit, like 

whether it will apply to part-time 

and international students, or full-

time students only. Both said they 

would prefer removal of gst on 

textbooks altogether, rather than a 

more complicated income tax 

credit.

Prof. Allison Dube: honoured for general awesomeness.
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This poor student actually shelled out the cash to buy his iPod before he heard the University 
was doling them out for free.
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W
atch out University of 

Toronto and University 

of British Columbia. The 

University of Calgary plans to meet 

and then surpass other top-ranked 

public universities within the next 

40 years.

U of C President Dr. Harvey 

Weingarten spoke to members of the 

business community at the Calgary 

Chamber of Commerce Tue., May 

9 to stress the U of C will become a 

leader amongst public post-second-

ary institutions by adhering to three 

core values. 

“Successful universities in the 

future will be those that are thor-

oughly enmeshed with their commu-

nities, are student focused, and are 

socially responsive and progressive,” 

said Weingarten. 

Weingarten made a commitment 

to the value of community involve-

ment by reaffi rming his support for 

a downtown campus.

The urban campus project was 

fi rst announced in February 2004. 

To date, the project has yet to secure 

funding, which is estimated at $205 

million. The university plans to 

build the urban campus in the 

downtown  area known as East 

Village, but the exact location is yet to

be determined, and a design is not 

complete.

Despite these setbacks, recent 

City of Calgary legislation has 

Weingarten optimistic the project 

will move forward. 

“Yesterday, we took another 

Chris Beauchamp
Editor-in-Chief

The University of Calgary is 

$1.7 million richer thanks to a 

recent donation from U of C alum-

nus Graeme Bell. The donation 

includes money for the faculties 

of science and fine arts, as well 

as new student awards and new 

student space.

“The idea was to benefi t students 

as much as possible,” said Bell, who is 

currently the Louis Block Professor 

of Medicine and Human Genetics at 

the University of Chicago. 

Urban campus... eventually

giant step forward when the City 

of Calgary unanimously passed a 

resolution directing administra-

tion to begin discussions with the 

partners to identify and secure the 

location of the lands for the down-

town campus,” said Weingarten.

Weingarten asserted that despite 

slow progress on the urban campus 

project, the U of C is committed to 

begin construction within the next 

two years.

“We’ve been planning this urban 

campus for over two years now—it 

ship project between the U of C, 

the Calgary Board of Education, 

Athabasca University, Bow Valley 

College, sait and the University 

of Lethbridge. It will include both 

shared and institution-specific 

spaces.

will happen, we are committed 

to it,” said Weingarten. “If we’re 

going to serve the community we 

need to do it. It also adds a lot of 

strength to the revitalization of 

East Village.”

The urban campus is a partner-

“I was a [U of C student] , I think 

it’s just payback,” he said.

The donation will fund a number 

of initiatives in the faculty of fi ne arts 

in the name of Bell’s grandmother 

Elsie Mary Bell, including a $1 million 

endowment to fund visiting artists 

and teachers, $200,000 to establish 

a $10,000 yearly scholarship in the 

faculty and $26,000 for the depart-

ment of music.

Bell stressed the endowment 

for visiting artists was an idea he 

got from his brother, U of C music 

professor Allan Bell.

“If you’re in the sciences there 

are always folks coming in giving 

seminars,” he said. “There’s not the 

same tradition in fi ne arts.”

Bell’s donation also includes 

$300,000 to fund two sets of under-

graduate and graduate scholarships 

in biology, $100,000 to create a new 

student study area and lounge in the 

MacKimmie Library and $100,000 

to fund student travel outside of 

Calgary for students to present 

their research.

“They wanted me to focus on grad 

students, but I was pretty adamant it 

include undergrads,” said Bell. 

Weingarten shows off his public relations skills to members of the press at the Calgary Chamber of Commerce.
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U of C alumnus gives to undergrads

Downtown project to make U of C a Canadian leader
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M
ost people assume that 

any kind of film classi-

fied as ‘Asian’ must be 

subtitled, include at least one back 

fl ip, and be laden in extra campy, 

ham-fi sted dialogue. It’s exactly this 

type of generalization Ben Tsui hopes 

to overcome with the annual Calgary 

ImaginAsian Film Festival. Screening 

over 20 fi lms in three venues over 

the course of seven days, the ciaff 

attempts to show what it means to 

be a pan-Asian fi lmmaker, whether 

that’s Chinese, Korean, Indian or 

Taiwanese. 

“We are the bridge between Asian 

and non-Asian communities [in 

Calgary],” says Tsui, the festival’s 

coordinator. “We don’t have to have 

subtitles and stuff. Some of the fi lms 

screened this year are ethnically Asian 

fi lms, but you won’t see one Asian 

on screen.”

To be classified as ‘ethnically 

Asian,’ at least one half of the fi lm’s 

production team must be of Asian 

descent. While this may seem to 

ostracize other filmmakers, Tsui 

insists that the ciaff is just try-

ing to give a chance to fi lmmakers 

who may have otherwise been

 overlooked. 

“First and foremost, we support 

all fi lmmakers,” says Tsui. 

While the ciaff has been around 

for many years in one form or 

another, it has only been offi cially 

named for the last two. In the last 

year alone, the festival has expanded 

from one venue to three, and has 

begun attracting the attention of 

some “names” in the Asian film 

community. Mia Riverton, who 

plays one of the leading roles in the 

festival’s opening fi lm, Red Doors, 

was fl own in from Los Angeles to 

attend the opening night gala. 

“I think the festival’s amazing, 

and the fact Calgary can support it is 

great,” comments Riverton, who also 

co-produced the fi lm. “I think fi lm-

makers should tell the stories they’re 

excited about. If that’s an indepen-

dent Asian fi lm, great. If it’s more 

mainstream, that’s great too.”

The festival continues to grow 

every year, and with luck, so will its 

ImaginAsian Film Festival diary 2006ImaginAsian Film Festival diary 2006

Ben Tsui takes a break from his hectic schedule to examine some melon. Ændrew Rininsland/the Gauntlet

ImaginAsian’s Sunday lineup 

included six short, family-oriented 

fi lms from a variety of different direc-

tors and infl uences. For no particular 

reason, here are six reviews comprising 

of six lines each. 

A Fish With a SmileA Fish With a Smile
A Taiwanese short about a guy who buys 

a fi sh, goes on an adventure with it, and in so 

doing asks a number of deep, probing ques-

tions about our commoditization of life and 

the nature of existence. Or not. Philosophy 

or no, A Fish With a Smile is a well-executed 

mix of 2d animation and 3d backgrounds. 

No dialogue. Good music. Go watch.

Raju & IRaju & I
Follows the exploits of a bunch of Indian 

schoolchildren who reach the startling con-

clusion that child labour is wrong.

About halfway through it turns into an abc 

after-school special on the un Convention 

on the Rights of the Child. Pretty well done 

despite its soapbox attitude. Good anima-

tion, decent music, passable plot-line. Gets a 

little long, especially during “did you know?” 

segments. Coming to a development studies 

class near you. 

KameaKamea
The only fi lm in the line up that’s not 

animated. Native Hawaiian girl is depressed 

because guys don’t hit on her. She fi nds a 

magical surfboard, and guys start hitting on 

her. Stupid premise. Horrendous acting and 

god-awful writing make this excruciating to 

watch. Stay away.

The Gates of HeavenThe Gates of Heaven
Part of a collection of really short fi lms 

by Lucy Lee. The film retells a Chinese 

fable about Koi jumping up a waterfall and 

becoming dragons. I think there’s a moral in 

there somewhere. It’s really short, only two 

minutes long.  The animation is well-done 

and stylized to resemble a water-colour 

painting. Awesome.

Safe (Dihangol)Safe (Dihangol)
Another fi lm in Lucy Lee’s collection of 

really short fi lms. And by short, I mean very 

short—it’s just over a minute long. A dog is 

chased by a wolf, so he locks himself in a cage 

but can’t get out, so he starves to death. The 

cage opens on its own afterwards. Hilarity 

ensues. Animation style is totally different 

from The Gates of Heaven. 

MAA-Aa-aa!!MAA-Aa-aa!!
An Indian short in which a goat goes 

on an adventure in a jungle, is joined by 

a blackbird and is captured by a bunch of 

criminals. The goat decides he isn’t going 

to take this, so he busts out and beats up 

the criminals. This isn’t nearly as cool as it 

sounds. Didn’t Hanna-Barbera do this in 

the 60s? The animation isn’t horrendous, 

but the inexplicable sound effects will drive 

you insane. The longest 15 minute cartoon 

ever made.

..Ændrew Rininsland

connection to the community—

Asian and otherwise. While more 

screens and semi-star exposure 

certainly have their benefi ts, Tsui 

now has to run back and forth 

between shows in his track gear, 

sweat on his brow and fever in his 

eyes. Finding some time to change 

into formal wear and thank everyone 

for coming out to the opening night, 

Tsui radiates satisfaction. 

“The bigger you get, the more 

people you need to run it, the more 

headaches you get,” he smiles, 

kneading his hands. “It’s worth it, 

though. It’s worth every bit of sweat, 

every tear.”

red doors reviewedred doors reviewed
Ben Hoffman

Gauntlet Birthday Boy

I am surrounded by the over-

bearing traditional Chinese 

family.

Let me back up. If you couldn’t 

tell by my byline, I’m not Chinese. 

How could an overbearing tradi-

tional Chinese family possibly 

surround me? Well, that’s not 

what I said. Simply, I have either 

had the misfortune to only meet 

people of Chinese descent with the 

worst parents ever, or the weight 

of coming from a traditional 

household is really as bad 

as it’s said to be. Even if the 

trope holds true, that doesn’t 

mean it hasn’t been done 

before.

That’s where indie darling and 

Calgary ImaginAsian Film Festival 

headliner Red Doors finds itself at 

its outset. Certainly that is nei-

ther a bad nor clichéd set point 

per se for a story, particularly 

one espousing Asian culture at 

a film festival aimed at doing so. 

The biggest problem is borne from 

the fact that the portions of the 

movie spent whining about com-

ing from a traditional family are 

just plain boring.

The story opens with and centers 

on the dysfunctional Wong family, 

complete with suicidal father Ed, 

unbearably strict mother May-

Li and distressed, rebellious 

daughters Samantha, Julie and 

Katie. It’s in the first dinnertime 

conversation that most of the 

significant plot points are exposed 

and wacky family antics ensue. 

As the movie rolls, we get a 

better sense of some of the char-

acters, the stories of Ed and Katie 

being particularly interesting. 

Ed has an existential dilemma 

like every father in every dys-

functional family flick ever, but 

the manner in which he tries to 

resolve it is refreshing. Katie, the 

hip-hop teen angst element, has 

a prank war with a crush that is 

arguably the best material in the 

film.

Unfortunately for the rest of 

the family, you could pull out 

the Chinese tradition v. Zeitgeist 

handbook and make a checklist: 

shy, underwhelming closeted 

homosexual has trouble com-

ing to grips with sexuality and 

family role, check; successful 

child scans big empty apart-

ment and realizes success isn’t 

everything in life and has trouble 

coming to grips with family role, 

check; staunch mother has trouble 

defining family roles for everyone, 

check.

It’s hard to accuse a quasi-

autobiographical piece (such as 

writer-director Georgia Lee has 

admitted Red Doors to be) of lack-

ing substance, but with it’s broad 

focus, this is exactly what the film 

does. Despite it’s flaws, Red Doors 

is still a watchable movie. After all, 

even the borderline cliché sub-

narratives are well shot and well 

thought-out; they’re just kind of, 

well, boring. 

Six short reviews Six short reviews 
for six short fi lmsfor six short fi lms

The ImaginAsian Film Festival runs from 
May 13–19. See www.cpacs.ca for more 

information.
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not to drink too long before the 

show. When [opening act] Subb 

starts playing, that’s when I’ll start 

drinking,” laughs Lazor. 

Given the band’s history, 

Lazor’s choice of soda while wait-

ing on his meal is a surprising one. 

With song titles like Drinking for 

11, alcohol-induced antics are 

pretty much expected. Is this a 

new turn for the Mad Caddies? 

Have they abandoned groupies 

and substance abuse in favour of 

bowties and Sprite? According to 

Lazor, not so.

“I was up until about 6:30 a.m. 

this morning,” Lazor defends. 

“Chuck [Robertson, lead singer] 

pissed his pants last night and 

vomited, so we’re not really mel-

lowing out. We’re just trying to be 

a little more responsible.”

In the case of the Caddies, abstain-

ing from the hooch would in itself 

be an irresponsible move. As evi-

denced by the packed beer garden 

at the show, the band’s fanbase is of 

the swill-swigging variety. Despite 

their recently matured outlook, 

Lazor is quick to defend his band’s 

benders. In fact, the polka-inspired 

crowd favorite All American Badass 

would not exist without them.

“We were drunk at practice and 

we just started playing something 

that sounded like polka, so it just 

kinda came out that way,” says 

Lazor. “I think [drinking] is con-

ducive to writing songs. You have 

less inhibitions.” 

Alcohol-induced or otherwise, 

the Caddies rarely come across as 

musically inhibited. Stereotyped as 

a ska band early in their career due 

to the presence of horns, the band has 

fought hard against the typecast by 

delving into diverse musical inspira-

tion ranging from reggae to Dixieland 

to dancehall. 

“Right from the get-go, our 

number one goal was to try to 

sound different and incorporate 

infl uences that many bands weren’t 

doing,” says Lazor. “Especially in 

California, there were so many of 

the same kind of ska bands, and it 

was just really boring. It’s the same 

with any kind of genre—hardcore, 

punk rock, or emo—it starts to get 

popular, so everyone does it and 

they all start to sound the same. 

As far as our records go, we just 

want to make every song sound 

different.”

Kate Foote
Opinions Editor

H
ave a good time, all the 

time.” 

The quote is from Spinal 

Tap, but according to Mad Caddies 

guitarist/banjo player Sascha Lazor, 

it’s an adage to live by.

“I love that quote. That would 

be the best advice I could give any-

one,” he explains, sipping gingerly 

from a glass of Sprite at the Den. 

Upstairs in the MacEwan Hall 

Ballroom, roadies are performing 

sound checks, preparing the venue 

for the skanking, moshing and 

pirate-jigging soon to commence. 

Getting ready for the show, Lazor’s 

goal is to avoid hitting the sauce 

too soon. 

“This is the fi rst tour where I’ve 

ever made a conscious decision 

“

The Mad Caddies rocked the MacEwan 
Ballroom May 10. Their latest album, 
Songs in the key of eh, is available 

wherever drunk guys jamming on polka 
melodies on compact disc are sold. 

Like an aggravated CaddieLike an aggravated Caddie

Sascha Lazor (left) rocks out in Mac Hall. Star Trek reference doesn’t make it into photo cutline. Chris Tait/the Gauntlet
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The Lady Cupcake does it Doggy Style 
cabaret takes place May 20 at 

103 1215 13th Street SE. Doors are at 
9:00 p.m. and performances begin at 

11:00 p.m. Tickets are $20 at the door.  

Dean Bareham wishes he was as foxy as his mask.  Joyce Wong/the Gauntlet

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Green Fool’s errandA Green Fool’s errand




