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KRISTOFFERSON
with Special Guests

Plays Folk Fest
Salt, Matt Good, Ani DiFranco, Dan Bern, Luke 
Doucet, Kris Demeanor and His Crack Band, D.Rangers, 
That 1 Guy, Melissa McClelland, Niyaz, John Boutte, Feist, Madrigaia, Savoy-Doucet Cajun Band, Photo by Chris Tait/ theGauntlet
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Lions and belugas and polar bears (oh my!)

Over the course of its 75-year 
history, the Calgary Zoo has 
become a respected, world-

class facility, deemed as such due to 
its commitment to conservation and 
public education. Recently, it was 
even voted Attractions Canada’s 
top outdoor site in the country. 
Calgarians should be proud, boast-
ing their hometown is host to such a 
revered facility. However, the pro-
posed Arctic Shores exhibit—which 
plans to bring polar bears and beluga 
whales to Calgary—threatens to tar-
nish the zoo’s reputation. 

For Calgarians who can remem-
ber the zoo’s last attempt at polar 
bear husbandry, the new proposal 
is downright ludicrous. 

In 1973, the Calgary Zoo opened 
their fi rst polar bear enclosure to 
house Snowball and Misty. Both 
were eventually prescribed Prozac 
after their incessant pacing indicated 
severe psychological problems 

caused by confi nement. Snowball 
was euthanised in 1996, with Misty 
following her to the great glacier in 
the sky in 1999. After their deaths, 
the zoo decided to take a break from 
polar bear care.

Now zoo offi cials fi gure that by 
increasing the size of the polar bear 
enclosure, they won’t have to pump 
them full of happy pills. 

Arctic Shores is slated to cover 
one square kilometer—approxi-
mately the size of the playing fi eld 
at McMahon Stadium. While this 
may seem like a vast area, it will be 
home not just to polar bears, but  to 
seals and arctic foxes as well, and 
will include a saltwater aquarium 
for large marine animals. Whatever 
the zoo proposes to replicate the 
animals’ natural environment, 
it will be severely limited given 
such size constraints. 

Polar bears wander thousands of 
kilometers in the wild. Unless the 

zoo plans to turn the greater Calgary 
area into a polar bear habitat, the 
bears will likely suffer the same psy-
chological damage as last time.

The notion that beluga whales will 
thrive at the zoo is similarly prepos-
terous. Marine mammals have had 
a rocky past in land-locked Alberta. 
Controversy surrounded the dol-
phin exhibit in West Edmonton 
Mall until Howard, the sole sur-
viving dolphin, was transported 
to a saltwater lagoon in Florida in 
2004. While some would suggest 
that the Calgary Zoo would be 
better equipped to handle marine 
life than a suburban mega-mall, no 
matter how well-designed the facili-
ties may be, they will not provide 
the animals with an environment 
capable of satisfying their biologi-
cal and behavioural needs. 

Furthermore, the Calgary Zoo 
lacks experience in caring for 
large marine mammals. Last year 

the Vancouver Aquarium lost a 
three-year-old beluga whale unex-
pectedly, despite boasting a crack 
team of zoologists and veterinarians 
well-versed in marine science. If the 
Vancouver Aquarium has diffi culties 
with these animals despite decades 
of experience, Calgary’s chance for 
success is slim. 

Consider too that tax dollars will 
fund $65 million of this ill-conceived 
project. Apparently risk asses-
ment is unnecessary when public 
funds are involved. 

Acquiring such problematic, 
wide-ranging species will do little 
to educate the public or help to 
conserve the natural environment of 
these animals. It’s an irresponsible—
and expensive—move that stands to 
potentially destroy the Calgary Zoo’s 
reputation within the community 
and across the country.

Kate Foote
Opinions Editor
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CAMPUS QUIPS What do you think of the Calgary Zoo’s proposal to add polar bears and beluga whales?
“I’m against it, con-
sidering what hap-
pened last time.”
– Lesley Hinger,
music graduate

“If they are to add 
these arctic animals, 
they need to fi nd a 
way to sustain their 
environment.”
– Brett Parker,  
English literature 
PhD

Interviews: Emily Senger  Photographs: Ændrew Rininsland

“I would like to see 
polar bears and beluga 
whales, but not in the 
same exhibit—they 
wouldn’t get along.”
– Nolan Sontage,  
fourth-year business

“They’re going to be 
taking in orphaned 
animals that would 
die anyways.”
– Ben Voun,
chemical 
engineering PhD

Kris Schmidt
Gauntlet News

University of Calgary student 
Emil Dulguerov is set to leave on 
an economic mission to China this 
month. 

The international business and 
social sciences student was one 
of just 32 delegates chosen from 
over 800 applicants for Junior 
Team Canada, a group of young 
Canadians sent abroad to identify 
and develop business interests on 
behalf of Canada.

Dulguerov heard about the oppor-
tunity through a friend, attended a 
global leaders centre and prepared 
an application which included a 
video, a self-authored book detail-
ing his international experiences, 
and a collage using over 200 pho-
tographs.  The book included tales of 
Dulguerov’s previous two exchanges 
at Nanjing and Jing-Yi Universities 
in China. Dulguerov is also produc-
ing a marketing video to take on the 
mission.

“I applied, just went full-throttle,” 
said Dulguerov.

Dulguerov will explore the foreign 

Haskayne student goes to China

Student aid a “time-bomb”

Shelsea Willett
Gauntlet News

High gas prices aren’t the only 
thing Albertans should be worried 
about. A much more serious crisis 
exists in the form of an acute short-
age of heath-care workers, especially 
nurses.

To help meet this shortage, Grant 
MacEwan College in Edmonton will 
implement a four-year bachelor of 
science in nursing program begin-
ning in fall 2007. 

This is the third degree program 
in a college approved by the Alberta 
government since 2003.

“The Alberta Government 
was motivated to implement this 
program due to the shortages of 
registered nurses at the rural and 
urban levels and because of the 
stress that the aging population 
of Alberta will place on an already 
taxed Alberta health-care system,” 
said Advanced Education spokes-
person Erica McDonald. 

New 
northern 
nurses 

Emily Senger
News Editor

Student lobby groups need to 
stop focusing on lowering 
tuition, according to a report 

recently released by the Educational 
Policy Institute.

The report, Student Aid Time-
Bomb: The Coming Crisis in Student 
Financial Aid, says student groups 
and the government focus too much 
on tuition and too little on targeted 
grants. Focusing only on tuition, the 
report claims, aids only upper- and 
middle-income students, and does 
nothing to help lower-income 
students attend post-secondary 
education. 

“The current tuition policies 
seem to be fairly slanted towards 
upper- and middle-class students,” 
said report co-author Sean Junor. 
“Tuition policies are universal, but 
at the university level, there’s still a 
wide disparity.”

According to the report, univer-
sal benefi ts, like tuition freezes or 
tuition reductions, over-simplify 
access issues.This wastes govern-
ment money by benefi ting wealthier 
students. The 
report goes 
on to say: 
“a tuition 
freeze is an 
e x t r e m e l y 
w a s t e f u l 
and ineffi-
cient way of 
helping the 
needy.”

The report 
also claims student groups’ over-
emphasis on high tuition means 
the public gets a skewed message 
that tuition is the only problem.

“Their concern, for the most 
part, is the here and now,” said 
Junor of student lobby groups. 
“Fundamentally, students have 
done a good job of hammering 

home one message, but they look 
at the issue through one lens and 
one lens only.”

Canadian Alliance of Student 
Associations president Phillippe 

Ouellette said 
the report’s 
cr i t ic isms 
of student 
g r o u p s
largely miss 
the mark 
by failing 
to mention 
s t u d e n t
debt incurred 
as a result of 

high tuition.
“The report misses a huge part 

of what casa advocates for—it’s 
an overall goal, that tuition is too 
high,” said Ouellette. “At the end of 
the day average student debt is over 
$30,000. This is a reality targeted 
assistance isn’t going to address. 
Because the cost of education is 

so high, students leave pse with an
insurmountable amount of debt.”

Ouellette said the report has 
its positive aspects, noting it 
brings to light the difficulties
lower-income students face attend-
ing pse.

“Students from low income 
families are 2.5 times less likely to 
attend pse,” said Ouellette. “The 
government has been using a lot of 
resources to target this need.”

But, said Ouellette, merely 
increasing targeted grants, as the 
report advocates, will not necessarily 
mean more lower-income students 
make it to university. 

U of C Students’ Union president 
Emily Wyatt agreed, noting that the 
tuition price tag is enough to scare 
away students from lower income-
brackets.

“We call it the ‘sticker-shock,’” 
said Wyatt. “A heavy emphasis 
on targeted assistance is great, but 
there needs to be a balance. A high 

Current system faces “looming crisis”: Educational Policy Institute 
percentage of students say high 
tuition costs alone are intimidat-
ing and scary.”

In addition to universal ben-
efi ts, the report draws attention to 
the rising costs of federal student 
loans, the end of the Canadian 
Millennium Scholarship in 2010 
and the reduced role of the 
federal government in favour 
of increased provincial control of 
pse.

These four factors need to be 
addressed, says the report, or the 
current system of student aid cannot 
be sustained.

“[T]he system which has been 
improving may now be headed 
for deep trouble, and this trouble  
could mean the reversal of nearly 
a decade’s progress on access to 
post-secondary education,” warns 
the report.

market in China by meeting with 
government offi cials and business 
and education leaders. He will use 

these meetings to develop oppor-
tunities for his sponsors, including 
Haskayne dean Vern Jones, social 

sciences dean Stephen Randall,
Dr. Julie Rowney, and corporate 
sponsors the Calgary Airport 
Authority, and Gen Oil.

“Haskayne has provided him 
some support,” said Haskayne 
marketing and communications 
coordinator Lynzey MacRae. “We 
gave him some cash sponsorship for 
going over there.”

Upon his return, Dulguerov will 
present his fi ndings to his sponsors 
and describe the available oppor-
tunities.

“It’s all about developing relation-
ships,” said Dulguerov. “In China, 
it is probably the most critical facet 
of any attempt to do business in this 
country. It’s important to know the 
right people. We’re meeting with 
these people and promoting our 
sponsors. We’re representing them, 
and doing primary and secondary 
research to give them ways to enter 
the market.”

Dulguerov, who already 
speaks Mandarin, said he hopes 
to use this experience as a way 
to prepare for work in China,
where he hopes to one day have his 
own business.

“A tuition freeze is an 
extremely wasteful 
and ineffi cient way of 
helping the needy.”

-Educational Policy Institute 
in Student Aid Time-Bomb 

Emil Dulguerov shakes the hand of Lu Shumin, the Chinese 
ambassador to Canada. First China, then the world.

see grant macewan
nurses, page 5 

courtesty Emil Dulguerov

To read the full Student-Aid Time Bomb 
report, go to www.educationalpolicy.org.
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Emily Senger
News Editor

In the split second it took for an 
off-balance landing and a single 
‘pop,’ the volleyball career of Jill 

Beveridge ended. Beveridge, then a 
varsity player for Acadia University, 
tore her anterior cruciate ligament—
a debilitating and often career-end-
ing knee injury, which female ath-
letes are between fi ve and 15 times 
more likely to sustain than their male 
counterparts. 

A team of 
University of 
Calgary research-
ers are beginning a 
large-scale project 
to discover just 
why women are 
more suscep-
tible to both knee 
injuries and osteo-
arthritis, which 
they hope will lead 
to better training and treatment for 
all female athletes.

Dr. Barbara Loitz-Ramage works 
at the U of C faculty of medicine 
McCaig Centre for Joint Injury 
and Arthritis Research, and is con-
ducting the osteoarthritis portion of 
the study. She hopes to determine 
whether double jointedness in 
females is a factor in sports injuries 
and early-onset osteoarthritis. 

“In 10-year-old boys and girls, the 
risk of injury is the same, but this 

What’s sex got to do with it?
changes dramatically at 16 years, 
where we see a dramatic increase 
in girls’ injuries,” explained Loitz-
Ramage. “Something about hor-
mone changes in girls increases 
the risks of muscular-skeletal 
injuries.”

Loitz-Ramage stressed she
 doesn’t want to dissuade girls from 
sports.

“We’re not trying to tell girls not 
to play soccer, but maybe we can 
change the way they train,” she 

said.
U of C Bio-

mechanics PhD 
student Sang-
Kyoong Park 
will take female 
hormones into 
account in his 
study, which 
measures the hor-
mone fl uctuations 
during women’s 
menstrual cycles 

and the resulting changes in joint 
laxity, or how loose the joints are. 
He will also measure the knee angles 
and movements of female soccer, 
basketball and volleyball players, 
since these are the three sports 
in which knee injuries are most 
common.

Park explained that research-
ers already know various factors 
may lead to more female knee 
injuries, including a wider pelvis, 
smaller bone size, more use of 

quadricep muscles as opposed
to hamstrings, and more foot turn, 
or pronation.

“Previous studies are looking at 
only one side, only at joint laxity or 
acl injury,” said Park. “My study 
integrates all three factors, including 
biomechanical factors.”

According to Loitz-Ramage, joint 
injuries are a great public heath con-
cern warranting further study.

“We think of cancer and heart 
disease as the two major burdens 
on the health-care system,” said 
Loitz-Ramage. “Joint injuries and 
arthritis are also consuming a huge 
amount of money.”

Beveridge—who now studies 
bone and joint injuries herself—said 
she hopes the research will help other 
female athletes prevent injuries like 
hers.

“Hopefully we can tease out some 
of the risk factors and see which 
factors can best predict an acl 
injury,” said Beveridge. “Maybe 
this can help young girls choose a
sport where they can have the least 
injuries.”

Park is looking for approxi-
mately 100 femal athletes between 
the ages of 18‒30 with no previ-
ous joint injuries to participate in 
his study. Subjects cannot have
been pregnant or taking oral con-
traceptives. 

Daniel Pagan
Gauntlet News

This isn’t your average finger 
painting. 

Be prepared for a surprise 
when you visit the Hundred 
Languages of Children exhibit in 
the faculty of education, because 
your opinion about children’s 

More than just fi nger paint

“At 16 years... we 
see a dramatic 
increase in girls’ 
injuries.”

-Dr. Barbara Loitz-Ramage, 
McCaig Centre for Joint 

Injury and Arthritis 

Research

Go-go Gadget Robo-Leg! First-year kinesiology student and 
Dinos volleyballer Kathryn Moncks is biometrically tested.

Grant MacEwan nurses, cont’d 
from page 3 

The Hundred Languages of Children is 
on display until Aug. 11 at the Doucette 

Library, Education Block 370, from
9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Admission is free.

C
hr

is
 B

ea
uc

ha
m

p
/t

he
 G

au
nt

le
t

Registered nurses constitute the 
largest health-care occupation and 
are responsible for treating patients, 
public education, patient follow-up 
and rehabilitation. 

The Grant McEwan program 
will be phased in over a four-
year period reaching a full-time
enrollment capacity of 960 students 
by 2011.

The program was developed with 
the intention of making the BScN 
program more fl exible and easier 
to access, said McDonald.

“The new bachelor of science 
in nursing program will improve 
access for students who benefi t from 
smaller classes and increase the edu-
cational options for future nursing 
students,” said McDonald.

artwork is about to be challenged. 
The exhibit—on display in 

the Doucette Library—shows 
the results of the Reggio Emilia 
approach to preschool education, 
which encourages children to use 
their own hands-on experiences 
to learn. 

Dr. Patricia Tarr, associate 
education professor and project 
coordinator, noted that instead 
of children being needy, defi cient 
or empty vehicles to be fi lled with 
knowledge, they are active agents
participating in their education. 

“It is not a method, but a chal-
lenging  philosophy that we can be 
inspired by,” said Tarr. “We must 
find our inspiration for our own 
contexts. We look at ourselves 
and reflect on what we believe 
about children and how they 
learn. In the exhibit, we see and 
hear how children make meaning
and construct theories about the 
world.”

Tarr cited the example of Laura, 
a one-year-old who tested a theory 
by experimentation. After seeing a 
picture of a watch in a magazine 
and listening to the beeps of her 
teacher’s watch, Laura put her ear 
to the magazine, expecting to hear 
it beep. 

The exhibit originated in 1980, 

when Loris Malaguzzi, an inno-
vative Italian educator, opened 
an exhibit in Reggio Emilia, 
Italy. The exhibit demonstrates 
the results of Malaguzzi’s education 
philosophy.

“Children have the right to be 
recognized as subjects of individual, 
legal, civil, and social rights, as both 
the source and constructors of their 
own experience, and thus active par-
ticipants in the organization of their 
identities, abilities, and autonomy, 
through relationships and interac-
tion with their peers, with adults, 
with ideas, with objects, and with 
the real and imaginary events of 
inter-communicating worlds,” 
wrote Malaguzzi  in his A Charter 
of Rights. 

The exhibit coincided with the 
second annual North American 
Reggio Emilia Alliance conference 
hosted July 27–30 at the University 
of Calgary. The conference  hosted 
200 educators from Canada, the 
U.S., Mexico, Peru, Dubai and 
Jordan. The exhibit helped them 
share and build on their experiences
teaching infants and toddlers, said 
Tarr. 

For more information, or to participate 
in the study, contact Park at 

spark@kin.ucalgary.ca or 220-3853. 
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Isrealis are 
people too

Editor, the Gauntlet,
[Re: “Escalation not the answer,” 
editorial,  July 27, 2006]

I found your article “Escalation 
not the answer” in the course of a 
Google search and was pleasantly 
surprised. Don’t misinterpret this as 
a patronising statement, please! The 
fact is that I expect North American 
media—including those linked to 
academic institutions—to follow 
uncritically the Zionist line which, 
alas, is also that of the government 
of Canada.

Palestinians are 
people too

Hezbollah 
raising hell
Editor, the Gauntlet,
[Re: “Escalation not the answer,” 
editorial,  July 27, 2006]

I did not find your editorial 
entirely unreasonable, at least the 
part that calls for international inter-
vention to help cease hostilities so 
that civilians in both Lebanon and 
Israel can get back to their normal 
lives. What troubles me, however, 
is that you seem to be hostage to 
a lot of misinformation about this 
confl ict.

First, you talk about Israel’s 
“determination to bomb the entire 
country.” This is not true. There has 
been a lot of fi ghting in southern 
Lebanon where Hezbollah has its 
Maginot Line of fi ghters and weap-
ons. But if you look at aerial photos, 
95 per cent of Beirut has not been 
touched; restaurants, shops and 
offi ces are open. And even much of 
the Hezbollah stronghold of South 
Beirut has been little affected. You 
only see massive destruction because 
that is where the Hezbollah minders 
take western television crews.

You also completely neglect to 
mention the enormous damage in 
northern Israel where 1,000,000 
people are living in bomb shelters 
and over 300,000 have fl ed their 
homes to locate in the south. That 
is the equivalent of 20 per cent of 
the population of Canada—Metro 
Toronto—displaced by warfare.

You are also mistaken about what 
proportionality means. Using your 
defi nition, the Allied D-Day inva-
sion should have been limited to only 
the number of German troops and 
equipment waiting for them on the 
beaches of Normandy. I think you 
will admit this is silly reasoning. In 
international law, one important 
principle that was established in 
the Yugoslavian conflict is that 
the proportionality of response 
is not measured by a single act of 
aggression, but in regard to the 
overall threat. As stated by Rosalyn 
Higgins when she was President of 
the International Court of Justice, 
“proportionality cannot be in rela-
tion to any specifi c prior injury—it 
has to be in relation to the overall 
legitimate objective of ending the 
aggression.”

I also dispute your contention that 
Israel is guilty of war crimes. The idf 
may have made some bad mistakes, 
but its doctrine is to avoid civilian 

‘Escalation not the answer,’ not the answer

Editor, the Gauntlet,
[Re: “Escalation not the answer,” 
editorial,  July 27, 2006]

The confl ict now raging between 
Israel and Lebanon is a tragedy, one 
that should have never happened in 
the fi rst place. Here we are in agree-
ment. Nevertheless, the university 
is a place where issues should be 
debated, with both sides analyzed 
and examined. The article in ques-
tion failed to do any of that.

From reading this article, one 
comes to the conclusion that 
Lebanon, Lebanese, and Muslims are 
the main sufferers, and that the vio-
lence has a root Israeli cause. Israel is 
literally compared to by all but name 
to a rampant Mongolian horde, and 
that if Israel were to somehow stop, 
with a United Nations’ sponsored 
ceasefi re, all problems would some-
how “disappear”. The article fails 
to mention that with un observers 
already on the ground in Lebanon, 
thousands of rockets have hit Israeli 
cities, towns, and villages, causing 
billions of dollars in damage, and 
that for the fi rst time in fi fty years, 
two million Israelis who live in the 
north of their country are living in 
bomb shelters in a state of perpetual 
fear (equivalent in proportion to 
about ten million Canadians). 

The article fails to mention the 
state of complete uncertainty that 
many Israelis live in, where often 
enough they cannot go to school 
without fear of being rocketed, go 
to work or visit family due to the 
threat of the air-raid siren, and enter 
public places without wondering 
whether they will ever live to see 
home again. Indeed, close to half 
a million Israelis have fl ed south, 
becoming war refugees in their own 
country. Hezbollah started the cur-
rent confl ict, with most international 
law experts certifying the kidnapping 
of soldiers as an “act of w ar.” Israel 
withdrew from Lebanon six years 
ago as a hope to gain one more 
peaceful border. 

Israelis, like any other people in 
the world, deserve to live in peace. 
While any civilian killed in war is a 
tragedy, the plight of the Israeli is 
completely ignored in this article. 
I hope future articles will provide 
a clearer and less openly one-sided 
perspective of the situation.

Gil L.,
Israeli Canadian Students’ Association

casualties. Hezbollah, on the other 
hand, appears to be in violation of 
Article 28 of the Fourth Geneva 
Convention, which clearly states 
that the deliberate placing of military 
targets in the heart of civilian areas is 
a serious violation of humanitarian 
law and the ultimate responsibility 
lies with the belligerent placing 
innocent civilians at risk.

While you give a cursory nod in 
the direction of Hezbollah’s terror-
ist tactics, you seem to excuse them 
because of the group’s humanitarian 
efforts among the Shiite community 
in Lebanon. What you don’t seem 
to understand is that Lebanon, ever 
since its independence in 1943, has 
been run entirely on confessional 
lines with each religious group pro-
viding services to its own popula-
tion, so what Hezbollah does is not 
unique.

What makes Hezbollah unique 
is that it was entirely created by 
Iranian Revolutionary guards, that 
it brought a foreign ideology into 
Lebanon, and that it has emerged 
as one of the most heavily armed 
military forces in the entire Middle 
East. Hezbollah has over 10,000 
missiles, sophisticated technology 
and tons of heavy military equip-

Indeed the deaths of Canadian 
citizens recently in Lebanon have 
done nothing to mitigate your prime 
minister’s shamefully unconditional 
support for the state of Israel.

My one qualifi cation would be 
your phrase “trying to trace the 
blame can go on ad infinitum, 
right back to the creation of the 
state of Israel.” This is by no 
means an infinite regression! To 
grit one’s teeth and concede that 
the foundation of that state was a 
crime perpetrated by western colo-
nialism in order to expiate its own 
guilt towards the Jews—on the backs 
of the Palestinians—is not neces-
sarily to deny Israel’s right to go on 
existing, nor can it justly be 
construed as anti-Semitism. 
However, the nature of the state 
must change radically, as must 
the West’s unconditional backing 
for it. Only by rectifying the wrong 
done to the Palestinians can the 
ground be laid for the peaceful 
cohabitation of Jews, Muslims, 
Christians, and people of any or 
no faith in the Middle East.

Dr. Raymond Deane,
executive member of the Ireland/

Palestine Solidarity Campaign
Dublin, Ireland

ment. What other political party 
anywhere in the world is allowed 
to run a private army on this scale? 
And it was built up right under the 
noses of the national government of 
Lebanon and unifil peacekeepers 
who have been there for 28 years.*

Richard Bronstein
Publisher

Jewish Free Press Newspaper, Calgary
*Editor’s note:  Edited for length. To view this letter in 
its entirety, visit gauntlet.ucalgary.ca/topic/letter. The 

Gauntlet’s letters policy indicates letters in excess of 250 
words may be edited for brevity.
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these old dusty boots

Rachel Betts-Wilmott
Gauntlet Entertainment

There’s a certain romanticism 
to country music, though it 
may be hard to believe with 

acts like Shania Twain and Kenny 
Chesney making a farce of denim 
and cowboy hats. There was a time 
when playing country music meant 
something more than showing your 
midriff. Kris Kristofferson is living evi-
dence of this classic era, when country 
music was rugged, dressed all in black 
with dusty, worn cowboy boots.

“They’ve been with me a long time,” 
smiles Kristofferson before his whop-
ping Calgary Folk Music Festival set 
on a sunny saturday evening. “I’m 
kind of superstitious. I heard there 
were 10,000 to 12,000 people here. I 
don’t know if it makes you nervous, 
but it does for me.”

The singer, songwriter and actor 
appeared at this year’s Folk Fest to the 
glee of the sold-out crowd. Bashful as 
he is, sold out crowds aren’t new for 
the country legend. Kristofferson has 
not only crooned many-a-tune over 
his 40–year career, but has written 
them for others too. The writing in 
songs like Janis Joplin’s “Me and 
Bobby McGee” and Johnny Cash’s 

“Sunday Morning Comin’ Down” 
generated a name for Kristofferson, 
but his early years writing in Nashville 
were not wildly successful. In a city 
built on country music, it took more 
than a guitar strapped to your back to 
make your way.

Legend has it that Kristofferson 
was fi rst noticed after an assault on 
Cash’s home. The story has mutated 
over the years, but it is certain there 
was a helicopter, some beer and a tape 
recording involved.

“I’m not going to step on John’s ver-
sion of the story,” says Kristofferson. 
“He’s got a very creative imagination. 
Well, I thought maybe it would catch 
his attention—really, I was lucky he 
didn’t shoot me out of the sky.”

From landing a helicopter in 
Cash’s backyard to touring with 
him, Waylon Jennings and Willie 
Nelson as The Highwaymen, there’s 
something about Kristofferson that 
makes him an evident pioneer of 
“outlaw country.”

Saturday’s crowd wasn’t just old 
Highwaymen fans, but a more eclec-
tic mix. The diversity represents a 
new generation discovering his work, 
though some of his popularity is cer-
tainly due to his acting career.

“I was over in Sweden and the guy 
interviewing me said there were a 
bunch of kids outside saying: ‘Whistler 
sings?’” recounts Kristofferson of  his 
role in the Blade fi lms.

As the 80–plus roles to his name 
suggest, acting is more than a pass-
ing interest for Kristofferson. He is, 
however, fi nding it hard to fi nd the 
right role for an old man—which he 
stresses he is.

“I’m not going to say I feel so 
young,” says Kristofferson. “My 
daddy always looked young, it might 
be genetic.”

Age suits Kristofferson. As he 
mounts the stage, his salt and pepper 
hair glows against his tanned skin. 
There’s character etched throughout 
every line of his face and each rasp in 
his voice. With a “hello Calgary,” the 
crowd erupts and it’s not long before 
his voice is joined by the hum of the 
audience. His songs come steadily, 
with only occasional interruptions. 
Sometimes a false start, sometimes 
the beginning of a story, but still just 
as you’ve always known them.

“I don’t tweak songs too much 
when I’m touring because I’m pretty 
limited in my skills,” he smiles. “The 
best thing I can do is come as close as 
possible to telling the truth.”

None who’ve heard him play would 
argue his integrity, though he admits 
that at times he’s less than perfect. 
But perfection is not what country is 
about, and Kristofferson is all about 
country.

Visit www.kriskristofferson.com to sate your 
voracious country appetite. Kristofferson’s 

many albums are available everywhere.

m u s i c i n t e r v i e w
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Kyle Francis
Entertainment Editor

The first time I heard that 
music, it did something to 
me,” Marc Savoy recalls. “It 

really confused me. I was about fi ve 
or six years old, and when I heard
 those instruments together—the 
accordion, the fi ddle—it did some-
thing to my head. If I had experienced 
it as an older person, as a teenager, I 
would have thought it was something 
very erotic, very sensual.”

Though trying desperately to 
reclaim the feelings of his fi rst musi-
cal experience, Louisiana native 
Marc Savoy confesses that he’s never 
been able to relive that life-changing 

moment. Playing their set at the 
Calgary Folk Music Festival, the Savoy-
Doucet Cajun Band projected every 
note with a relatable warmness that’s 
sometimes lost in a scene dominated 
by whiney thriftstore-clad indie-pop 
wankers and aging patchouli-scented 
layabouts. Simply put, when Savoy’s 
wife Ann croons in French against a 
medley of fi ddle scrapes, accordian 
wails and guitar strumming, you 
understand her—even if you don’t 
speak the language. 

“It’s all about the rhythm, the lyrics 
are always about sad things, believe it 
or not,” Anne laughs. 

“Man, [it’s about] all kinds of stuff,” 
Micheal Doucet, the group’s fi ddler 
chimes in. “It’s mostly love, loss and 
separation, but you can two-step to 
it and have a good time.” 

The universal themes might not 

be exclusive to Cajun music, but the 
soul behind the sounds and effortless 
emotional communication speak to its 
effectiveness. Their fi rm defense of the 
traditional Cajun style and emphasis 
on honesty defi nes this refreshingly 
uncomplicated mindset.

“The appeal to me is the simplicity 
of it,” says Marc. “The fact that it’s 
music of the people. Simple music 
from a simple people. That doesn’t 
mean it isn’t well played. It just doesn’t 
have any electric sounds, no drums, 
no gimmicks.”

This simplification of musical 
stylings is characteristic of the group 
as a whole. Roots-of-the-earth in 
appearance, dead honest and without 
pretense in speech, the Savoy-Doucet 
Cajun Band is everything anyone 
could hope for from a Louisiana 
fairytale. As such, the way Doucet 
conceives of music represents the 
same modest intelligence. 

“I used to have an uncle who played 
fi ddle, who also owned a racetrack,” 
recalls Doucet. “My parents told me 
not to hang around him, so of course 
he was the person I hung around most. 
The land was divided up between fi ve 
sisters and three brothers. Now my 
fi rst cousin lived about three or four 
houses down the road, and he played 
electric guitar and trumpet. I would 
sit on my porch and play a little piece 
[on the fi ddle] and he would sit on his 
porch and play a little piece back. Of 
course we couldn’t see each other, but 
we would talk like that.” 

Gauntlet:Gauntlet: Folk musicians are traditionally 

struggling. I hear when you were really struggling, 

you had some very dubious employment. 

Dan Bern: Yeah, when I fi rst moved to 

L.A. for eight hours a day I had to wear 

headphones and in each ear was a different 

all-news radio station. I had to write briefs 

for every story that came up. It was pretty 

damaging, but good because I learned a lot 

about L.A. quickly. Then I landed a job where 

I would have been calling hospitals imper-

sonating a physician, trying to sell chlamydia 

medication. But I took a job teaching tennis 

instead.

G: G: What, to you, is the defi ning factor of 

folk music?

DB: There’s a really wide feel to it. 

Something about the Canadian festivals 

captures it better than the American ones. 

Here there’s a broader conception that binds 

people whether they’re from Texas or Africa. I 

guess there’s a real home-made quality, down-

home-by-the-fi re kind of vibe that you don’t 

have to train to get. You can ride on a little bit 

of knowledge and a whole lot of feeling.

G: G: In the spirit of folk music, what advice 

or wisdom do you have to pass on?

DB: Don’t put too much faith in old dusty 

books. I know we’re supposed to revere old 

dusty books, but I think if they could talk 

they’d tell us to write new stories. But no, I 

don’t have any Kris Kristofferson-type wis-

dom. Give me a few years, maybe.

..Rachel Betts-Wilmott

A Dan Bern of all trades

Gauntlet:Gauntlet: What is your favourite folk festival 

memory?

Awna Teixeira: The workshop with the D. 

Rangers and That 1 Guy, it was amazing. 

Ana Egge: And Kris Kristofferson, he just 

broke my heart.

Alli Russell: It was so inspiring. 

G:G: What is folk music and how do you fi t 

into the genre?

AE: Folk, to me, shouldn’t be any more 

of a definition. It’s for the people and, 

whatever the people connect to, it brings 

all of us together.

AR: When you’re on the road it’s just 

yourself or your group, but here there’s all 

this exchange between musicians.

AT: It’s like adult band camp.

G: G: What folk wisdom would you pass 

down to folkies?

AT: Be honest with yourself, being 

able to tap into parts of yourself that 

scare you.

AE: That really resonates with people. 

I’m doing it for other women that have gone 

before and couldn’t speak for themselves, 

who have been oppressed. Accept yourself, 

there is this continual media onslaught not 

to accept yourself.

 ..Emily Senger

Salty 
feminism

Home-cooked Cajun music

m u s i c i n t e r v i e w

Savoy-DoucetCajunBand

m u s i c i n t e r v i e w
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T h e M e m b e r s O f S a l t

o n l i n e i n f o r m a t i o n
Visit www.rosebudus.com for more 

information on the Savoy-Doucet Cajun 
Band, www.saltworship.com for some salty 
morsels and www.danbern.com for a how-
to guide on how to be an odd-job jack. Also, 

check out gauntlet.ucalgary.ca for even 
more folking than you can handle.
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a t  a  g l a n c e

To “win” passes for an 
August 10 screening of Fox 
Searchlight’s Little Miss 
Sunshine, Come up to the 
Gauntlet offi ces (Room 319, 
3rd fl oor old Mac Hall) and 
claim them. First come, fi rst 
served. 

Win Passes!
Please note that  Fox Searchlight’s Little Miss Sunshine 
is released in theatres August 18th, and the rating is 
still subject to classifi cation.  This advertisement is a 
product of the Gauntlet publications society, though 
all artwork and promotional material remains the 

property of Fox Searchlight studios.   

c a l g a r y  f o l k  m u s i c  f e s t i v a l

Bedouin Soundclash
Just like the Paul Frank popped-collar douchebags trying to fi t in at the Hop-in-Brew, 

Bedouin Sounclash stuck out like two hobos snogging in the daytime when they played the 

mainstage at the Calgary Folk Music Festival. 

Both guitarist/vocalist Jay Malinowski and bassist Eon Sinclair seemed as though they 

knew they didn’t fi t in, and were just really, really hoping that no one noticed. Unfortunately, 

their Zellers-commercial infl ated egos had them playing a long set relative to other perform-

ers. Most people in the audience just politely waited for it to end until they played When the 

night feels my song—the only part of their set that didn’t induce yawning. 

If the show had one saving grace, it was drummer Pat Pengelly. Unlike Malinowski and 

Sinclair, there was no overcompensation or frills in his performance, all while exhibiting 

a vastly superior talent. Though he certainly deserves better than his current bandmates, 

Pengelly sadly wasn’t enough to save the show. 

Unlike hobos greasily sliding all over each other on a sunny park bench, Bedouin Soundclash 

didn’t even possess the car-accident horror factor that can sometimes turn heads and inad-

vertantly capture interest. Like a former jock-socialite popping up his collar as he hits on 

hipster girls, Bedouin Soundclash just sadly failed to be interesting enough.

..Kyle Francis

After three hours huddled under clammy tarps to avoid a downpour, God smiled down 

upon Folk Fest goers. The sky cleared, the sun (almost) came out, and those brave enough 

to stick out the nasty weather were rewarded during Sunday’s fi nal performance brought 

to them by the awesomeness that is Ani DiFranco.

Feminist hero, political activist, lesbian icon, talented poet, record label owner and 

damn good performer, DiFranco wowed die-hard fans and made some new converts with 

her politically-charged lyrics and solid guitar riffs. Backed by only a stand-up bass and a 

percussionist who alternated between bongos and vibraphone, DiFranco did what she does 

best—folked out to thousands of fans chanting “Ani, Ani, Ani!”

The only thing better than DiFranco’s performance was the intense energy of true Ani 

fans enveloping the stage. Two teenaged girls stood hugging each other as they belted out 

every word and were moved to tears when Ani played her encore set. A 40-something woman 

declared, “I’m so happy I could shit,” and a skinny teenaged boy with dark rimmed glasses 

pretended he didn’t know all the words, all the while swaying to the music and proudly 

displaying his “Righteous Babe Records” t-shirt. 

..Emily Senger

Every year, the folk fest offers a wide variety of musicians, offering up new experiences to 

those attending. This year 12,000 music fans were exposed to Tanya Tagaq, an Inuit throat 

singer who is anything but conventional.

Performing on a variety of stages—a quick spot on the mainstage; sessions with a variety 

of artists like Iran’s Niyaz and Australia’s That 1 Guy—Tagaq proved she’s at the top of 

her game.

For those who have yet to experience Tagaq’s skill, or throat singing at all, her other-

worldly, ethereal growl really must be heard to be appreciated. Her stage presence is not 

so rough. In a variety of short skirts that showed off a great pair of legs, Tagaq conveyed a 

feeling of unfl inching sensuality.

Her performances were powerful, but to the untrained ear, her solo work—all impro-

vised—could be a little daunting. In workshops, supported by instruments like the tabla, 

Tagaq’s work was much more accessible, all the while maintaining it’s originality.

..Rachel Betts-Wilmott

Ani DiFranco

Tanya Tagaq

p h o t o s  b y  k e n  c l a r k e


