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Students’ Union Weekly Schedule of Events, December 4 to 9, 2006
Monday, Dec. 4 Tuesday, Dec. 5 Wednesday, Dec. 6 Thursday, Dec. 7 Friday, Dec. 8 Saturday, Dec. 9

Engineers Without
Borders

Poverty Sucks
Cabaret

Feeling
unappreciated?

Every Thursday is

Student
Appreciation

Night



c o n t e n t s

photo     to          the  editor
“Living water” by Stefania Strusievicz

This photo is dedicated to that one 
moment in each of our lives when 

we fi nally fi nd peace. 
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Anyone can submit an original photo to the editor. 
Drop off your high resolution photo along with your 
name, contact information and a brief description 
including type of camera (not exceeding 30 words) 
to room 319 MacEwan Student Centre or email 
photo@gauntlet.ucalgary.ca

Trudeau-Nobel-laureate-mania 
n e w s  p a g e  5

News interviewed all kinds of interesting people this week, including a Nobel 
laureate chemist, an Afghan journalist and documentary fi lmmaker and the 
son of Canada’s sexiest prime minister. Read on in pages fi ve through ten.

The juicy climax
o p i n i o n s  p a g e  1 1

In this week’s Carnal Knowledge, Fiona McLay explores the myth and sci-
ence behind the female ejaculation. Also, more letters than we knew what to 
do with.  So many, actually, that some are online!

The anticlimax
e n t e r t a i n m e n t  p a g e  1 3

Turn to entertainment for... a painfully adequate entertainment section! 
There’s some theatre, some dance, some fi lm and some music. But nothing 
you wouldn’t expect. 

o n l i n e  e x t r a s
Opinions: Letters, letters, letters!

Sports: I’ll have something for here when drunkie Jon comes back from 
the Den. (He never did... shame.)

For crazies, try-hards and suck-ups  

f e a t u r e s  p a g e  2 2

For whatever reason, a small percentage of U of C students will seek admis-
sion to graduate studies, making this week’s feature applicable to all of about 
four lunatics on campus. 

Assaulted!
s p o r t s  p a g e  2 4

The University of Lethbridge pronghorned their way into a split with the 
men’s hockeysaurs; the men’s and women’s volleyball teams were speared by 
the Bisons; and the basketball teams were mauled by bears and pandas. Read 
all about the carnage in sports.
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Editor, the Gauntlet

And runner-up 
for premier is...
If the first ballot of the 

Progressive Conservative lead-
ership race is any indication, 

Alberta may soon have a surprising 
new premier. After a month-long 
campaign to replace Ralph Klein, the 
ballots were cast Sat., Nov. 25 with 
unexpected results: instead of the 
slam-dunk win for Jim Dinning, he 
wound up with only a narrow 4,000 
vote lead over Ted Morton for the 
party leadership. Pundits were left 
with one nagging question: how the 
hell did Ted Morton end up with 
25,000 votes?

With the conservative govern-
ment well into its 35-year stretch 
as the ruling party in Edmonton, 
nobody would expect anything to 
change. Indeed, nearly all of the 
candidates touted the same policies 
and priorities, essentially presenting 
different versions of the same plat-
form. Ted Morton, with his frank 
endorsement of change within the 
party, stood out like a sore thumb. 
With the race for King Ralph’s 
vacant throne inevitably heating up, 
Dinning and Morton have readied 
themselves for an ideological clash 
of the titans. The only problem is 
Dinning doesn’t have much of an 
ideology, while Morton has too 
much of one.

While Morton has gone on record 
supporting all sorts of surpris-
ing things—creating a provincial 
police force and pension plan, sav-
ing royalty revenues, overhauling 
the healthcare system, cutting taxes 
and a general move towards more 
provincial power—Dinning has sat 
on the fence, something Morton has 
called him on during interviews. 
And while most other candidates 
lavished attention upon Alberta’s 
populous urban centres, Morton 
actually paid attention to the rural 
populations, garnering a massive 
number of votes as a result.

More importantly, for students at 
least, Morton was one of the only 
candidates the Gauntlet interviewed 
that outlined a very specifi c plan to 
improve post-secondary educa-
tion beyond the generic “increase 
spaces and spend more money” 
approach advocated by the other 
conservatives. Perhaps Morton 
had an unfair advantage due to his 
experience as a University of Calgary 
professor, but he detailed a plan 
that involved increasing the avail-

ability of student loans and using 
provincial money to match private 
university endowments, with the 
aim to create a sustainable, afford-
able plan for the long-term.

Despite being a key to his success, 
Morton’s honesty may well be his 
Achilles’ heel. A self-described “true, 
blue Tory,” Morton is an unabashed 
social conservative who vows to 
protect the traditional definition 
of marriage, or at least protect the 
rights of clergy and teachers who 
don’t support same-sex marriage. 
While economic conservatism is 
an easy sell in such a money-lov-
ing province, social conservatism 
can be diffi cult for people to swal-
low when you have to spend too 
much time spelling it out for them. 
Ralph Klein’s wacky off-the-cuff 
antics often distracted from his 
social leanings, while Morton’s 
have provided for hours of debate 
on local talk radio.

With the second ballot looming, 
the battle lines have been drawn: 
Morton has gained the backing 
of the federal Conservatives and 
accused Dinning of being part of 
a party establishment run by big 
business. Dinning hasn’t gained any 
large endorsements and has spent 
his time fear-mongering, speculat-
ing that a Morton-run party would 
not represent Albertans’ interests. 
Meanwhile, third-place finisher 
Ed Stelmach has gained the back-
ing of former leadership contenders 
Mark Norris, Lyle Oberg and Dave 
Hancock, and is the man Morton 
has singled out as his biggest threat. 
Political observers have noted that 
Stelmach’s supporters—15,000 on 
the fi rst ballot—will likely deter-
mine who becomes Alberta’s next 
premier.

With the leadership of the 
party—and of Canada’s richest 
province—at stake, it’s up to Morton 
either to say the wrong thing or rise 
to the occasion. This dilemma isn’t 
uncommon in recent years: the fed-
eral Conservatives won power in part 
because Stephen Harper was able to 
put a muzzle on some of the more 
vocal right-wing mps. The problem is 
that the only person who can win (or 
lose) the leadership for Ted Morton 
is Ted Morton.

Ryan Pike
E&P Editor

Muslim feature 
one-sided

Editor, the Gauntlet,
[Re: “U of C student contracts 

meningitis,” Emily Senger, 
Oct., 26, 2006]

Bacterial meningitis is not as 
rare as you are led to believe! 
Our very precious daughter 
MacKenzie died of meningococ-
cal septicaemia on Feb. 26, 2005 
while she was attending Fleming 
College in Peterborough, Ontario. 
MacKenzie was 19!  We didn’t know 
what meningitis was or that there 
was a vaccine that could have pre-
vented it. We lost our beautiful 
daughter to this disease! Get 
vaccinated!

Mary Clough
Muskoka, Ontario

Get thee to a 
clinic!

Editor, the Gauntlet,
[Re: “The Muslim,” Sarah Malik, 

Nov. 9, 16, and 23, 2006]
I began to read Sarah Malik’s 

three-part feature on Muslims with 
great interest. I wanted to under-
stand “the world’s most misunder-
stood religion,” and “the history of 
Islam.” But I fi nd almost nothing 
on the Islamic religion, and the his-
tory of Islam is in fact an account of 
the oppression of the Middle East 
Muslims by the (Christian) West 
since the 19th century. 

Ms. Malik seems to think that 
oppression went exclusively in one 
direction. Islam’s expansion into 
Spain was, I suppose, refreshing, not 
oppressive. If we must restrict dis-
cussion to the past two centuries, see 
Elizabeth Kolbert’s article on the 20th 
century genocide against Armenian 
Christians by Turkish Muslims in the 
Nov. 6, 2006 New Yorker.

At the end of part one Ms. Malik 
makes a comment that I think gets 

In Sarah Malik’s feature, The Muslim, 
it should be noted that Islamic expansion 
occurred in the 7th century, not the 17th 
century, as was stated in the article.

correction

see letters, page 11

Editor, the Gauntlet
Recently I was waiting for the 

bus at the west bus loop on campus. 
Due to the bitterly cold weather, other 
students waiting for the bus and I 
were either huddled in the small bus 
shelter provided by Calgary Transit, 
or waiting inside Craigie Hall, pre-
pared to dash out across the pathway 
when the right bus came.

I would like to suggest to the 
U of C that the next time they 
have some extra money to spend 
that they commission some nice, 
heated bus shelters around campus 
rather than making the study area 
in Social Sciences look like some-
thing out of 2010: A Space Odyssey. 
It would be nice to have somewhere 
to wait when the temperature 
drops. 

Gareth Williams

Students stuck 
out in the cold

to the crux of the matter: “Under 
Western state microscopes, all 
Muslims are suspect.” If Westerners 
think that every Muslim is a terrorist, 
and if every Muslim thinks that all 
Muslims are innocent victims who 
never do anything bad—and as I 
understand, a large percentage of 
Muslims still think that 9⁄11 was a 
cia/Mossad plot—then we are in for 
a very long and costly siege of mutual 
suspicion, hatred and violence.

It need not be so. I recently read 
about the rise of Muslim gangs in 
northeast Calgary. The source of 
this information was a concerned 
Muslim leader. That is helpful and 
encouraging. We must all face real-
ity, especially when unpleasant. 
Sarah Malik’s one-sided account is, 
in my opinion, utterly unhelpful and 
discouraging.

Robert Schmiel
professor emeritus

department of Greek and Roman 
studies
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c a m p u s  q u i p s
 Who would win in a fi ght, Justin Trudeau or Brian Mulroney?  

 “Justin Trudeau. Brian 
Mulroney is old and 
wrinkly.”
- Becky Anderson, 
second-year kinesiology 

 “Justin Trudeau. He’s 
younger and smarter.”
 - Laura Ennis, fi rst-year 
business

  

Interviews: Katy Anderson  Photographs: Vivian Leung

 “JT. If he were to fi ght 
at all. He’s too smart to 
fi ght.”
- Jed Tomlinson,
actor, muscian , Boom 
Theatre Company member

 “Justin Trudeau. He’s 
younger. He’s smarter, 
actually... and good 
looking.”
- Breanne Duncan, 
fi rst-year communica-
tion and culture 

U of C announces nursing school in Qatar
Katy Anderson
News Assistant

The University of Calgary 
will have a satellite campus 
in the Middle East by next 

August. 
The U of C announced plans to 

open a nursing faculty in Qatar, an 
oil rich state in the Persian Gulf,
Fri. Nov. 25. The project is expected 
to top $1 billion, and will be funded 
by the Qatari government.

This fall 40 Qatari students are 
enrolled. The program will expand 
to 100 students annually and offer 
both master’s and doctorate pro-
grams within 10 years, with likely 
expansion to other faculties.

U of C president Dr. Harvey 
Weingarten admitted the interna-
tional branch will be an expensive 
undertaking but explained that Qatar 
will provide both the physical and 
fi nancial resources to do it.

“The funding that we’re providing 
is through the people who are going 
to go there,” said Weingarten. “The 
important thing is that this doesn’t 
distract from the nursing education 
we do here, or from the nursing grad-
uates. In fact, quite to the contrary, 
it allows us to graduate more nurses 
who have a certain kind of experi-
ence that they can get in Qatar and 
bring back and enhance the nursing 
profession here.”

Weingarten said Qatar is striving 
to bring both education and health-
care up to world-class standards, 
noting Qatar has had a partnership 
with the Texas A&M University for 
undergraduate engineering pro-
grams since 2003. Other partners 
of Qatar’s so-called ‘University City’ 
in the capital of Doha include Weill 
Cornell Medical College, Carnegie 
Mellon and Georgetown. 

“[Qatar] and several other places 
in the Middle East are going through 
this process,” said Weingarten. “They 
can’t develop a post-secondary sys-

tem as fast as their needs. So what 
they’ve been doing is partnering with 
universities around the world. In our 
case we were approached.”

Canadian and International edu-
cation standards will apply in Qatar, 
said Weingarten.

“The students who go through 
[the Qatar] program are getting 
essentially the same education as 
a student would here in Calgary,” 
he said.

Students will consist mainly of 
Qataris who have completed a two-
year English preparatory program, 
said nursing dean Dr. Michael 
Clinton.

Clinton said Qatari offi cials visited 
schools in the U.S. and Canada and 
offered favoured schools the oppor-
tunity to participate in a bid. The
U of C made their bid  and Clinton 
has worked on the agreement for the 
last two years. 

Clinton said that the exact cost 
of the program is still confiden-
tial, but the Qatar program will
have far more resources than the U of C.

“My guess is that the total spent by 
the state of Qatar is going to move 
into 10 fi gures,” said Clinton, noting 
the Qatar facility will have half the 
students in Calgary’s program, yet 10 
times the space. “I [will] have more 
money come in Qatar to support 100 
students than I’ve got at the U of C 
to support 1,000 students.” 

He said increased resources, differ-
ences in culture which vastly increase 
the amount of space required and the 
need to have smaller classes —both 
to ensure world-class quality and to 
teach students for whom English is 
a second language—all add to the 
discrepancy.

“Because of the cultural differences 
between Calgary and Qatar we need 
to make provision for such things 
as separate prayer rooms for male 
and female students,” said Clinton. 
“Separate restrooms, separate gym-
nasiums, separate swimming pools 

and wider corridors—all these 
things add to the space. Also, we 
will be teaching students in Qatar 
in groups no larger than 20.”

Clinton asserted the Qatar branch 
would not take away from the main 
U of C faculty. The Calgary campus  
is accepting nursing students in 
January for the fi rst time, rather than 
the current single September start-
date. There are also plans to expand 
the total number of students in the 
accelerated-track nursing program 
from 60 to 120.

He noted that although sending 
qualifi ed individuals out of prov-
ince to teach will not help Alberta’s 
nursing shortage in the short term, 
graduate students from Qatar can be 
encouraged to teach in Canada.

“We will be able to use the Qatar 
campus to do things that we can’t 
possibly do here,” said Clinton. “For 
example, we can recruit graduates 
with one or two years experience in 
clinical nursing. We can bring them 
out to Qatar. We can provide them 

with more clinical experience and at 
the same time we can induct them 
into instructing. We can actually pay 
for them to complete their master’s 
degrees, we can sponsor them to 
do their PhDs. We can increase 
their teaching experience and bring 
them back to Calgary so that they 
then become people who will be of 
interest to all Canadian universities 
to be recruited as faculty.”

He said Alberta lacks fund-
ing to pay nurses a salary while 
they are in school, and this may 
dissuade nurses from pursuing
their studies past the undergradu-
ate level.

 “Here we have our graduates 
[and] they have their families,” said 
Clinton. “They have their mort-
gage to pay. They struggle to pay 
their tuition. They’re not given the 
opportunity to receive 60 or 70 per 
cent of their salary while they come 
to study at the university and we just 
freak them out with the workload. 
In Qatar we can do it differently
because we have the resources to 
do it.”

Students’ Union nursing faculty 
representative Jenna Baumgartner 
said the satellite campus is an excel-
lent opportunity for both Calgarian 
and Qatari students.

_

courtesy U of C external relations

An architectural rendering of U of C, Qatar. Giant doctors in sky optional.
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Science is our saviour
Johanna Hung
Gauntlet News

Graphic artist, athlete, knight 
and Nobel Prize-winning 
chemist Sir Harry Kroto 

attracted an audience of 350 peo-
ple in the MacEwan Hall Ballroom 
Wed., Nov. 22 as he lectured for 
Alberta Ingenuity’s second annual 
road show. 

Despite his many titles, Kroto 
is best known for his discovery 
of buckminsterfullerene, C

60
, for 

which he shared the 1996 Nobel 
Prize in chemistry with colleagues 
Robert Curl and Richard Smalley. 
Fullerenes are extremely flexible 
forms of carbon that can form 
spherical and cylindrical networks 
and are important in nanotechnol-
ogy and materials development. 

“[This event is] something we put 
in front of Albertans, to give them 
someone to look up to, someone 
who has taken the human spirit of 
innovation and made it real,” said 
Alberta Ingenuity president and ceo 
Peter Hackett. 

It’s easy to imagine that the room 
might have been less full, the laugh-
ter less punctuated, the dress more 
casual and the feeling of privilege 
in the spectators less pronounced 
had the talk been given by a pre-
Nobelian Kroto. 

“The day that the Nobel Prize 
was announced, I certainly became 
infi nitely smarter than I had been 
the day before,” reflected Kroto. 
“Obviously not. [When] people 
ask my view, or ask me questions 
and think  my opinion might be of 
value, I fi nd that when  
my opinion conflicts 
with something they 
feel strongly about, it 
doesn’t make any differ-
ence. When something is 
very important it doesn’t 
make a scrap of differ-
ence who you are.”

Kroto is a self-pro-
fessed atheist with 
a perspective of life 
grounded on evidence. 
Despite his Nobel Prize, 
not everyone takes kindly to Kroto’s 
opinions on religion. 

“I don’t have a problem with the 
world as we know it,” he said. “It 
seems to be fairly straight forward, 
but some people, for some reason, 
have to have some meaning. I don’t 
think there’s any meaning to me. I 
just happen to be alive and when 
I’m dead that’s it.”

 “People say, ‘You destroy the 
mystery of life when you study sci-
ence.’ I reply, ‘Are you applauding 
ignorance?’ That being said, there 
are a lot of people to whom God or 
whatever is really important and it 
doesn’t makes a scrap of difference 
who you are, if you’re telling them 
otherwise. I don’t want to upset 
belief. On the other hand, if those 

people are then interfering with 
me and wanting to change the
laws of the country to fi t in with 
these beliefs, then I think it’s 
questionable and I start to worry.
This is the situation at the present 
time.” 

Even though his opinions are 
subject to individuals’ scrutiny, 
Kroto said he still feels a strong 
sense of liability when he tries to 
get a message across. 

“I do think that Nobel Prize win-
ners— because to some extent their 
opinions are sought—I think they 
have a responsibility to society to be 

honest and sensible about the things 
that they feel are important,” he said. 
“That’s why I give lectures like this 
and try to present my perspective on 
society and science and issues that I 
think are disturbing or exciting.”

Kroto’s lecture was themed 
‘Science, Society, Sustainability,’ 
and saw Kroto work the room with 
his English charm, accentuate his 
main points with explosive sound 
effects and read passages with the 
enthusiasm of a performer. 

Kroto focused on his environ-
mental concerns by displaying 
pictures of refrigerator landfills 
and citing his disgust with huge 
energy-consuming technologies and 
the rate at which we are depleting
the energy of fossil fuels.

“We’re using, in one year, fos-
sil fuels that took about a million 
years to make,” said Kroto. “As 
you open up that tank, just think 
of it, ‘Oh, I’m throwing in a ptero-
dactyl, I’m putting in a dinosaur.’ 
Just watch them go into the tank 
and drive away, burning it. I think 
this makes us acutely aware of what 
has happened before, and what we 
have to do.”

Without dung beetles and a 
place to dump our garbage, Kroto 
is certain we would be literally “up 
to our necks in our own shit” and 
“even deeper.” Thus, he argued 

sustainability is one 
of the most important 
issues confronting the 
world, noting we need 
to address sustainability 
through the fundamen-
tal sciences. 

“We can conserve 
and we have technol-
ogy that can buy some 
time, but I think we’ve 
still got some funda-
mental breakthroughs 
to make if we’re going 

to survive,” he said. “Chemistry, 
molecular physics, biochemis-
try—I think they’re the only show 
in town.”

One such revolution would be 
pollution-free, water-based fuels. 

“My primary core sustainability 
technology is splitting water into 
hydrogen and oxygen by sunlight,” 
said Kroto. “Somehow we have to 
take two photons and break the 
hydrogen-oxygen bond. We would 
then recombine [the hydrogen and 
oxygen] and get heat without carbon 
dioxide and all the other things.” 

Kroto did not say whether he 
was personally optimistic or pes-
simistic about humanity’s abil-
ity to thwart disaster, though he 
identified the only solution as

 society’s interaction with science. 
Kroto concluded his lecture 

with a time-tested public service 
announcement.

“Too much of this is going to pro-
duction and profi t,” he said. “For 
those of you interested in what we 
should do to solve problems in the 
future, its got to be educating young 
people.” 

As such, his current passion is 
the Vega Science Trust, a non-
profi t organization he co-founded 
in 1994 to produce science pro-
grams, capturing the thoughts and 
wisdom of the world’s most brilliant 
citizens. Besides creating televi-
sion programs and videos, Vega
broadcasts free of charge on its 
website.

Kroto made several recom-
mendations to improve science 
education, including recruitment 
of younger scientists in hopes of 
countering the media’s portrayal
of the typical scientist as old and 
unexciting. 

According to Kroto, the most 
frustrating elements of education 
and research today are the pres-
sure, competition and granting 
agencies that ask, ‘What are you 
going to discover?’ before they 
provide funding. 

“After all, if you’re looking for 
something that you think is already 
there, it’s not often a greater discov-
ery than something that you didn’t 
know was there,” Kroto pointed 
out. “By and large, we know that if 
we put 20 per cent of our research 
funds into young people that are
fascinated by the way things are 
and let them almost play, great 
things come of it. Advancing
knowledge is beneficial for the 
universe.”

Nobel laureate Sir Harry Kroto on dinosaurs in your gas tank

“People say, ‘You destroy 
the mystery of life when you 
study science.’ I reply, ‘Are 
you applauding ignorance?’”

-Sir Harry Kroto, 
Nobel laureate in chemisty

Sir Harry Kroto ponders the future of our planet.
Chris Tait/the Gauntlet

Instructor 
rating system 
revisited
Amanda Hu
Gauntlet News

The fall semester is coming to an 
end and with that comes invitations 
to complete the Universal Student 
Ratings of Instruction.

The usris were designed to give 
students a forum to provide feed-
back about professors’ quality of 
instruction. The surveys feature 
questions with statements that 
can be given ratings from ‘strongly 
agree’ to ‘strongly disagree’ as well 
as sections where specifi c comments 
can be made by the evaluating stu-
dent. 

A review of the usris was done 
in 2003 to change the format from a 
pre-designed, one-size-fi ts-all paper 
sheet administered in lectures to an 
online form that can be customized 
for each class. It was hoped the new 
system would be more accessible 
to students and provide better 
feedback, but when campus-wide 
application of the online system 
was made available in fall 2005, 
response rates were dismal.

“The online format appeals to 
technology savvy students,” said
Dr. Robert E. Woodrow, University 
of Calgary vice-president academic. 
“Many students resented using class 
time to complete the usris and the 
online system is much more fl ex-
ible.”

While the new format is conve-
nient for students, the response rates 
after fi rst implementing the system 
dropped from 60 to 35 per cent. To 
tackle apathy, administration is 
working with the Students’ Union 
to get students interested.

“We’re trying bright posters to 
grab students’ attention and to 
provide incentives for those who 
complete their usris,” said su
vp academic Shannon O’Connor. 

To encourage participation the 
faculty of nursing is holding a 
scholarship draw where a 50 per cent 
response rate will be rewarded with 
$1,000, 65 per cent with $2,500, and 
80 per cent with $5,000, explained 
su nursing representative Jenna 
Baumgartner.

Woodrow, O’Connor and 
Baumgartner all agree that getting 
students to complete their usris 
increases the validity of the data 
collected.

“Low response rates create 
many problems for reliability,” 
said Woodrow.

While the usris can act as a 
reward for professors who provide 
good instruction, they can also serve 
as a red fl ag for those who may need 
improvement. The usris play a part 
in annual  professor evaluations and 
can infl uence possible promotions 
and tenure within faculties.

“We want to do something 
about problems that may arise,” 
said Woodrow. “There are many 
seminars that professors can take 
to improve.”

To learn more about Vega Science Trust go to 
www.vega.org/uk.
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For more info about Women for Women in 
Afghanistan go to www.w4wafghan.ca.

A voice for Afghanistan

Emily Senger
News Editor

The images of Afghan 
women presented in west-
ern media paint a picture 

of silent, ghostly beings, floating 
in shrouds of blue burqas, faces 
hidden and mouths closed to the 
world. But one brave woman’s 
documentary is challenging these 
Western misconceptions to pro-
vide a face and a voice for the silent
struggles of millions of Afghan 
women.

Twenty-four-year-old film-
maker Mehria Azizi and Afghan
radio-journalist Najeeba Ayubi
came to the University of Calgary 
Thur., Nov. 23 to screen Azizi’s 
documentary Afghanistan Unveiled. 
The fi lm is the fi rst made by Afghan 
camerawomen, and the pair used 
it as an opportunity to speak out 
about the importance of free press 
in a nation marred by fi ve years of 
oppressive Taliban rule. 

“From my side, it’s more impor-
tant that Afghan women should 
come to other countries,” said Azizi. 
“If you see this movie you will fi nd 
that Afghan people, still they have 
diffi culties in the world. They are 
under the pressure of the culture, 
under the pressure of economic 

problems, under the pressure of 
educational problems. The men 
and women, both of them, but 
especially women. I do this for the 
poor people in hopes the interna-
tional community, the media, they 
should help Afghanistan because, 
still, we need them.” 

Under Islamic fundamentalist 
Taliban rule, which lasted from 
1996 to 2001, women were not per-
mitted to attend school or hold jobs. 
When they left the house, women 
were required to wear a chador, a 
long robe with only a mesh opening 
to see out of, and had to be escorted 
by a father, brother or husband. If 
women violated these Taliban 
decrees they faced public fl ogging 
or execution. 

“When the Taliban was here I 
was 13,” said Azizi. “When they 
left, I was 18. Before that I was in 
school, but when the Taliban came 
everything stopped. During five 
years all of the women were inside 
their houses. There were no jobs, 
nothing for them.”

In 2001, after the September 11 
attacks, the United States over-
threw the Taliban government for 
supporting Osama bin Laden and al-
Qaeda. Since the fall of the Taliban, 
Afghan women have been allowed
to return to public life. 

During her five years of isola-
tion under Taliban rule, Azizi had 
grown up. Now 18, she began a job 
as a children’s announcer at Kabul 
National Television and soon 
enrolled in an all-female course to 
train women in fi lm journalism at 
the Aina Media and Culture Centre, 
an Afghan ngo located in Kabul
dedicated to independent media 
projects. 

Despite these advancements, 
Azizi and the team of five other 
camerawomen making Afghanistan 
Unveiled came up against many dif-
fi culties while fi lming.

“In Afghanistan it’s the fi rst time 
we have camerawomen,” said Azizi. 
“Before that we had more journalists: 
writers, readers, announcers, some 
of the ladies work in radio and TV, 
but we had no camerawomen. That’s 
why it’s a little bit dangerous for us. 
The Afghan men, they think that it’s 
a job for men, not for women.”

To film Afghanistan Unveiled 
the team of six traveled outside of 
Kabul—the country’s capital and 
home to approximately 3 million 
people—to rural areas in four sur-
rounding provinces. For many of 
the women, it was their fi rst time 
out of the city and what they dis-
covered was a lot less promising 
than the slowly reforming attitudes 
towards women in Kabul.

The women discovered abject 
poverty and continued oppres-
sion. In one interview an old woman 
describes how her entire tribe 
was ravaged by Taliban soldiers, 
who killed all the men and many 
younger women, leaving her alone 
to water down the lentils that feed 
dozens of orphaned children. The 
fi lmmakers cried as they heard of a 
daughter not being sent to school 
for fear she would be kidnapped and 
killed and were shocked to discover 
that in many rural areas women were 
still not permitted in the streets, 
and forced to hide under a chador 

or face beatings or death. 
These were only the stories told. 

In many rural areas, local warlords 
continue to uphold the same laws 
the Taliban enforced, and would 
not allow the filmmakers to talk 
to anyone.

“It’s not important for freedom 
to be just in the city,” said Azizi. 
“I want freedom for women in the 
provinces. In these fi ve years, it has 
not changed for them. In fi ve years 
it’s gotten worse.” 

But Azizi’s work goes beyond 
the difficulty of just getting an 
interview, Afghanistan Unveiled 
can’t be screened in Afghanistan 
and both she and Ayubi are risk-
ing their safety, and that of their 
families, by talking to Canadians 
about their experiences. 

Such pressure was too great for 
many, and of 
the 24 original 
camerawomen 
trained at 
Aina, only two 
remain. While 
many of her 
friends have 
quit, Azizi 
presses on.

“We should 
stay and stay 
in more dif-
ficulties,” said 
Azizi. “Me and the other girl who 
is a camerawoman, we faced a lot of 
problems, we got a lot of threats, we 
got a lot of warning calls and still it 
continues, but we are staying.”

 Ayubi shares the same sentiment 
and said through a translator that
she will continue to work 16-hour 
days as the director of a women’s 
radio station in hopes of bringing 
light to the Afghan situation.

“I am a journalist myself, but 
unfortunately the media goes to 
the negative side,” said Ayubi. 
“The negative news is much more 
important than the positive news. 

That’s very important to me, to 
inform the Canadian people. On 
this side it’s a positive war. We are 
making progress.”

Still, Ayubi insisted the current 
progress is not enough. Both women 
agreed that if the plight of Afghan 
women is to improve the interna-
tional community has to reach out 
to Afghanistan and help rebuild the 
economy, which has been crippled 
by five years of Taliban rule and 
20-odd years of Soviet interven-
tion before that.

“Twenty-fi ve per cent of [Afghan] 
mps are women, that’s due to the 
hard work of the women,” said 
Ayubi. “Now the questions arise: 
is that enough? The answer to that 
is negative. Women in Afghanistan 
need more. Afghan women need to 
be educated. She needs to learn. She 

needs to learn to 
write. She needs 
to be fi nancially 
independent. 
Unfortunately, 
in some parts 
of Afghanistan 
they don’t look at 
women as human 
beings.” 

A l t h o u g h 
slow, progress 
is being made, 
according to 

Carolyn Reicher, vice-president of 
Women for Women in Afghanistan, 
a Calgary non-profi t organization 
that raises awareness and aids 
women and girls in Afghanistan.

“Back 10 years ago it was a struggle 
just to get accurate information,” 
said Reicher. “We have come a 
long way since then. We need to 
take a moment to celebrate that 
Mehria and Najeeba could be here 
tonight to discuss their experiences 
because 10 years ago this would not 
have been possible.”

Journalist Mehria Azizi is on the other end of the microphone. 

First Afghan camerawoman speaks up for 
silenced women  

Chris Beauchamp/the Gauntlet

“I want freedom for 
women in the provinces. 
In these fi ve years it has 
not changed for them. 
In fi ve years it’s gotten 
worse.”

-Mehria Azizi, 
Afghan fi lmmaker and journalist
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Studies in India

SafeWalk female shortage

Kendra Perry
Gauntlet News

Pack your bags! The faculty 
of communications and 
culture is offering its first 

development studies fi eld school 
in India.  

This May, students will have 
the opportunity to step outside 
the classroom and gain invaluable 
hands-on learning in South Asia. 
The India fi eld school was devel-
oped as a result of the University 
of Calgary’s mandate to interna-
tionalize degree programs, and is 
open to students of all faculties who
are interested in studying globaliza-
tion in India. 

U of C development studies and 
women’s studies student Sonya 
Hope has already participated in 
an India fi eld school and believes 
India has a lot to offer students. 

“India is a country of paradoxes,” 
she said. “On one side you have 
extreme modernization and on 
the other side you have extreme 
and rising poverty.”

India is currently one of the fast-
est growing economies in the world. 
Rising standards of living are pitted 
against escalating levels of poverty 
and environmental degradation. 
Consequently, India offers a unique 
perspective on development. 

Hope visited India to learn about 
women’s roles in developing coun-
tries. 

“Women [in India] are not only 
discriminated against because 
they are women but because they 

are coloured and poor,” said Hope. 
“I wanted to see how this impacted 
Indian women since I have been 
afforded so many privileges in 
Canada.”

U of C women’s studies profes-
sor Dr. Regina Cochrane encourages 
students to join her and develop-
ment studies professor Aradhana 
Parmar on the trip of a lifetime. 

“Every student needs to spend 
time living outside their own culture 
and doing so in a developing country 
is an enormous educational expe-
rience,” said Cochrane. “This kind 
of opportunity offers life-changing 
experiences.”

The India fi eld school will focus 
on development issues pertaining 
to the diverse lives of Indian people. 
Both professors have extensive 
knowledge of Indian life, environ-
ment and women’s issues and will 
offer unique feminist perspectives 
by emphasizing women’s roles. But 
this does not mean male students 
should divert their interest, noted 
Cochrane. 

“This will also be of interest to 
male students since women’s roles 
under globalization affect men as 
well,” said Cochrane. “The percent-
age of women in the workforce is 
rising, which will influence male 
roles in work and family.”

To help students fi nance the trip 
six travel bursaries of $1,000 will be 
offered for participating students. 
Student loans will also apply towards 
this trip.

For more info go to 
www.credittravelstudy.ucalgary.ca.

Women protesters during Dr. Cochrane’s last visit to India.
courtesy Regina Cochrane

Andrew Barbero
Gauntlet News

SafeWalk is looking for a few 
civic-minded women. 

The Campus Security-sponsored 
program, which provides students 
with safe escorts on campus, is facing 
a shortage of female volunteers. 

Though the SafeWalk service is 
still available at all times, it is being 
performed by Campus Security offi -
cers in addition to their other duties, 

rather than by volunteers.
“Our volunteer teams are com-

posed of one male, one female,” 
said SafeWalk coordinator Janice 
Gilliland. “We don’t walk male-
male. We don’t walk female-female. 
This year we’re just not getting as 
many female applicants, which is 
different than usual.” 

While the volunteers make the 
university safer, they are never in 
any danger themselves.

see safewalker perks, page 9
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Chris Raes
Gauntlet News

Between chairing the Can-
adian youth volunteer 
program Katimavik and 

working on a master of arts degree 
at McGill University, it’s a wonder 
Justin Trudeau has time to be in the 
spotlight anymore.

The 34-year-old son of former 
prime minister Pierre Trudeau 
visited Calgary last week as the 
keynote speaker at the 40th anni-
versary dinner for the faculty of 
social work, getting white-hatted 
in the process.

“Honourary Calgarian, my dad 
would be so proud,” joked Trudeau 
at the gala.

However, Trudeau is not to be 
taken lightly. Should he ever decide 
to run for Liberal leadership, he will 
be a serious contender for the job.

“There are a lot of things I want 
to achieve,” said Trudeau. “Some 
of them can be achieved through 
politics, but not all of them.”

For now though, Trudeau said he 
despises being asked when he will 
run, and only recently bought his 
fi rst Liberal party membership. 

“We each need to fi nd our own 
path,” he said. “Not take on a path 
because our father did.”

Despite his reluctance to live in 
his father’s Liberal shadow, Trudeau 
still treads into the political arena 
from time to time. He was recently 
involved in the Liberal party’s 
renewal commission to re-exam-
ine the state of the party. During 
the review he presented a report 

Getting personal with Justin Trudeau
with recommendations to engage 
youth in the political process.

“Young people in general care 
about issues,” Trudeau said of his 
report. “How can we make it not 
about a few people being the leaders, 
but empowering everyone to have 
their say?”

His contribution to Liberal poli-
tics did not end with the renewal 
commission. Trudeau has also 
received a fair amount of criticism 
for lending his opinion on the cur-
rent leadership race.

In an interview with the Globe 
and Mail, Trudeau endorsed the 
campaign of Gerard Kennedy for 
leadership, and had earlier come 
out against front-runners Bob Rae 
and Michael Ignatieff. 

“Instead of talking about the 
environment or the economy, we’re 
talking about defi nitions and pet-
tiness,” Trudeau said of Ignatieff’s 
comment that Canada should rec-
ognize Quebec as a nation. “That’s 
why I was so upset with [Ignatieff] 
when he chose to open this can of 
worms.”

But for now, Trudeau is content as 
the voice for a generation by trying 
to engage Canadian youth.

“We look at our young people and 
tell them that they are the leaders 
of tomorrow,” he said. “We don’t 
need our young people to be lead-
ers of tomorrow, we need them to 
be leaders today. We need every 
young person, not just the ones 
who get nineties in school and 
are going to be fi ne, but the aver-
age kids. Everyone has to feel that 
they have a role to play, that they

have things to contribute.”
As board chairman for Katimavik, 

Trudeau encourages students to join 
the national service program before 
starting university.

“Katimavik is Canada’s national 
service program.” said Trudeau. “If 
a young person wants to serve their 
country, Katimavik is the best way 
to do it.”

He would also like to see service 
programs diversifi ed to include dif-
ferent focuses.

“We need to reach out to young 
people to give them opportunities 
to get involved—a program like 
Katimavik, but 10 times bigger,” 
he added. “You have a Katimavik-
style program, you have a provincial 
program, you have a local program, 
you have an overseas program, you 
have a military option. All these ways 
a government can say to its young 
people, ‘Look, we want you to 
develop skills, here are the various 
options.’”

Trudeau’s own experience is 
as varied as the youth he seeks to 
engage. Before being an advocate for 
youth, he taught French and drama 
to grade fi ve students in Vancouver, 
but it was the moving and well-artic-
ulated eulogy at his father’s funeral 
in 2000 that once again thrust him 
onto the national stage.

“We knew that we were the lucki-
est kids in the world, and that we had 
done nothing to actually deserve it,” 
Trudeau said in his father’s eulogy. 
“It was instead something that we 
would have to spend the rest of 
our lives to work very hard to live 
up to.”

A glance at those three undone buttons is enough to incite 
Trudeaumania all over again.

Alex Ramadan/the Gauntlet

SafeWalker perks 

“They are connected to Campus 
Security at all times,” said Gilliland, 
noting she could not cite any inci-
dents where volunteers needed 
additional assistance. 

In addition to helping out 
on campus, there are a number 
of fringe benefits SafeWalkers 
enjoy, including social events 
and free concerts during their
shifts. There are monetary benefi ts 
as well.

“We have tuition credits available 
for our volunteers,” said Campus 
Security associate director Lanny 
Fritz. “Depending on the hours 
they work, students get $20–30 off 

their tuition for every shift.” 
There are also two $500 scholar-

ships available for volunteers who 
demonstrate the most commit-
ment. 

Female students looking for vol-
unteer experience are encouraged to 
apply. Applicants must be current 
students, pass a criminal record and 
Campus Security check, and com-
mit 12 hours a month. Interested 
volunteers can bring a cover letter 
and resume to MacEwan Student 
Centre 260.

Continued from page 8

SafeWalk is available to all students and staff 24 
hours a day, everyday by calling 220-5333. 
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Engineers think outside oil and gas
Betsy Chai
Gauntlet News

Typically, engineers are no-
torious for zany pranks 
and their keener-than-thou 

attitudes. It’s not every day that they 
try to save the world.

Well, maybe not so much save the 
world, but fi rst-year engineers are 
designing toys for disabled children 
and getting involved with the com-
munity.

The Schulich School of 
Engineering has teamed up with 
the Gordon Townsend School, 
which is located in the Alberta 
Children’s Hospital and houses 
programs designed to help children 

with disabilities. Over 750 fi rst-year 
engineers are designing the toys as 
part of their engg 251 course.

Each group consists of four mem-
bers who contribute $10 to their 
overall budget. They are given six 
weeks to design a toy for a specifi c 
disability. 

“Forty dollars is a fairly reason-
able budget, considering how spe-
cially-made toys go for around or 
over $50,” said Kara Chromistek, 
one of the coordinators of the 
project. “This project promotes 
adapting toys with materials
that are not as expensive but just 
as effective.”

The engineers are designing toys 
for specifi c disabilities such as cere-

bral palsy, quadriplegia, paraplegia, 
arthrogryposis, Guillain-Barres 
Syndrome and Schilders Disease. 

To aid students with their 
projects, guest speakers for each 
disability lectured in classes and 
the students will work with ortho-
pedists, occupational therapists 
and physiotherapists to get more 
information. 

“The engineers are given a range 
of motion that their child is lim-
ited to and then they fi gure out a 
design based on the information 
given,” said Graham Armitage, 
fellow project coordinator. “These 
descriptions are modeled after 
legitimate individuals.”

Abilitations Creations, an Am-

erican company which produces 
toys for disabled children, is going 
to select the fi ve best designs and 
manufacture them.

“This is a good project,” said 
Phil du Plessix, another project 
coordinator. “It shows engineers 
are into more than oil refinery. 
This is an application to help 
people. This is about bridges being
built from the university to the 
community.” 

First year-student Mike Bezooyen 
agreed.

“We’ve really enjoyed using what 
we’ve learned to help people,” he 
said.

First-year engineer Olivia 
Norton shows off her toy.

John McDonald/the Gauntlet

The toys are on display until Fri., Dec. 1 in ICT. 
Check out the posters in ICT for more info.
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Potties pointless

Spelunking for Grafenberg’s treasure

Letters, cont. from pg. 4

Fiona McLay
Carnal Knowledge

The curious idea that women, 
like their male counterparts, 
may too be capable of ejacu-

lation during intercourse is one 
that has fascinated researchers and 
couples alike. 

The highly controversial 
phenomenon of female ejacula-
tion—also referred to as female 
urethral expulsion—is an occur-
rence that has undoubtedly been 
experienced by many women. The 
concept of female ejaculation is 
cited as far back as ancient Greece 
and appears throughout history in 
publications such as The Pearl, a 

Victorian periodical, and in other 
pornographic literature during the 
period. Whether such mentions 
of female ejaculation were due to 
the belief in the phenomenon or 
whether they were pornographic 
fabrications is questionable, how-
ever, such fabrications seem unlikely 
to have been simulated for their 
erotic effect alone. 

 In a 1990 study, nearly half of 
all females who reported engag-
ing in sexual activity also reported 
experiencing some form of ejacula-
tion. Dr. Carol Anderson Darling 
of Florida State University, Dr. J. 
Kenneth Davidson of University 
of Wisconsin-Eau Claire and 
Dr. Colleen Conway-Welch of 
Vanderbilt University adminis-
tered anonymous surveys to 2,350 
women in Canada and the United 
States. They found that when cor-

rectly stimulated, the Grafenberg 
Spot—commonly referred to as 
the G-Spot—can result in orgasms 
that are more likely accompanied by 
a squirt of fl uid (ejaculate) compared 
to non-G-Spot orgasms.

Other experts such as Beverly 
Whipple, co-author of The G-spot, 
disagree. In the book, Whipple 
claims that the occurrence of female 
ejaculation is not restricted to G-
Spot orgasms at all and can be expe-
rienced through clitoral orgasms. 
Whipple explains female ejaculate 
as looking like watered-down skim 
milk, tasting sweet and usually about 
a teaspoon in volume. According to 
Whipple, many women refuse to 
acknowledge their ejaculations as 
they tend to associate the process 
of ejaculation as an exclusively male 
phenomenon. As a result of this false 
consciousness, women are led to 

believe that ejaculation—a physi-
cally induced process—should be 
considered a shameful experience. 
Many women are convinced that 
it is not a normal part of female 
sexuality. 

There are numerous physiological 
factors crucial in the occurrence and 
frequency of female ejaculation. The 
vast majority, interestingly enough, 
fi nd a way of funneling themselves 
towards the controversial theories 
surrounding the G-spot.

However, researchers do agree 
that the origin of the ejaculate is an 
area they call the female prostate. 
The female prostate is a system of 
ducts and glands encompassing 
the female urethra. It is considered 
homologous to the male pros-
tate as it develops from the same 
embryological tissue and also 
analogous to the male prostate in 

terms of secretion production. 
To dispel the idea that female ejac-

ulate was actually urine, researchers 
obtained urethral expulsions from 
case studies to analyze the chemi-
cal composition. In four out of six 
studies conditioned to chemical 
analysis, Whipple found the fl uid 
expelled from the urethra to be 
chemically different from urine,  
containing high levels of both glu-
cose and fructose. The fluid also 
contained prostate-specifi c antigen, 
or psa—the fl uid produced by the 
prostate gland which forms the base 
of male ejaculate.

The possibility of female ejacula-
tion at least offers justifi cation for 
some fun and  interesting research 
outside of your classes.

Got a burning question for Fiona? Email 
sexpert@gauntlet.ucalgary.ca. She’ll solve your 

sexual dilemmas in her column bi-weekly. 

Editor, the Gauntlet,
[Re: “Not every cookie 

fits the mold,” Emily Senger, 
Nov. 23, 2006]

Emily Senger’s editorial was 
shared on an intersex group web-
site and as an intersexed person I 
thought I’d add a comment. I live 
in Rochester, NY where there are 
very few handicapped/gender-
neutral public bathrooms. When 
they are available I don’t bother to 
use them and if they were available 
everywhere I still wouldn’t. I look 
like any other man until I take 
my pants off and all bathrooms 
are usable by any/every ana-
tomical variation there is. You 
see, gender-neutral bathrooms 
aren’t something that helps us, it 
doesn’t give us something we need, 
they’re not for us. It’s not convenient 
for me to search all over a building 
for a special bathroom when I can 
use the toilet stall in the men’s room.  
Gender-neutral bathrooms are for 
the benefi t of people who have deep 
prejudices and biases against people 
who look androgynous and don’t 
want to have to share a bathroom 
with people whose gender isn’t 
instantly obvious to them. I would 
suggest that seeing as they are 
the people with the problem that 
they use the handicapped/gender-
neutral bathrooms.

Intersexed, transsexual and 
transgendered people know who/
what we are. We know which gen-
der bathroom is right for us, and it 
makes no difference what is between 
our legs because we are in privacy 
in any bathroom stall. No one will 
actually see my micro penis or ever 
know that I also have a vagina in a 
public bathroom, and this is very 
true about everyone. We aren’t the 
ones who are confused, disturbed 
or shocked if we have an unusual 

Editor, the Gauntlet,
[Re: “Not every cookie 

fits the mold,” Emily Senger, 
Nov. 23, 2006]

After having read your article and 
similar ones from other concerned 
universities in Canada and as a 
former homosexual, I can honestly 
say that the washroom is not the 
problem or what needs to be changed 
to accommodate people who label 
themselves as transgendered or 

Check your gear

appearance. Frankly, I’ve seen 
plenty of ordinary males who look 
much more androgynous than I. 
There is something wrong with 
people setting themselves as gender 
police at the doors of bathrooms 
denying entrance to those who don’t 
pass their idea of who looks woman 
or man enough to enter. Let them go 
searching for the special bathroom 
and leave us alone, please.

Jim Costich

other. It is their symbolic confusion 
about their sexuality that needs to 
be addressed.

As a former homosexual, I can 
confi rm that change is possible, and 
that people are not born gay/lesbian/
bisexual/transgendered or other. 
We are either male or female. One 
needs only look at our physical make 
up to realize this truth and thus, one 
should act according to one’s bodily 
form. To be more specifi c, since it 
seems that this may be necessary, if 
someone was born with male physi-

ology, one is male, thus one should 
simply go to the men’s washroom. 
If someone was not born with a 
penis, then one should go to the 
women’s washroom. 

One thing that helped me in my 
recovery,  was to look at myself in a 
mirror without my clothes on, and 
thank God prayerfully for every part 
of me and especially for having cre-
ated me a woman. We need to accept 
our sexuality and not run from it. We 
are either male or female.

Adding a new washroom for 

people struggling with this issue is 
not the solution. I am truly disap-
pointed in the psychology, sociology, 
social work and other departments 
for their failure in addressing this 
need for people who are hurting in 
this way.

From a former homosexual and 
sex addict who abused her sexuality 
as a coping mechanism,

Sylvia Bertolini

Not enough letters here in print to satiate your 
thirst for opinion? Check out gauntlet.ucalgary.ca  

for more.
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Kyle Francis
Sad Editor

They populate department 
stores and wander through 
malls with a bell and plastic 

collection cup. Through the rush 
of colourful paper and tufts of 
tinsel, it’s easy to walk right by 
a mall Santa and his elves taking 
Christmas list orders, posing for 
photos and handing out candy 
canes. The symbol of com-
mercialized Christmas for gen-
erations, it’s their blighted lives 
that famous humourist David 
Sedaris captured with his essay, 
the Santaland Diaries, which was
later translated for the stage by Joe 
Mantello. Now, with the help of 
Lunchbox Theatre and local tele-
vision personality Dave Kelly, the 
anti-holiday play will be cynically 
gracing the Calgary theatre scene 
this holiday season. 

“I guess it’s an anti-fake holi-
day play,” says Dave Kelly, host 
of Breakfast Television on CityTV, 
who will be taking the principal 
role. “It’s not all death, mayhem 
and destruction either, though. I 
think it’s a very urban story. A lot 
of the Christmas tales we grew up 
with are sort of about when we all 
lived in 50-person rural communi-
ties, and that just doesn’t happen 
anymore.” 

Sedaris originally wrote the 
Santaland Diaries after taking a 
job as a Christmas elf at Macy’s 
when he was living in New York. 
In the theatrical version, Sedaris’ 
experiences with obnoxious par-
ents, quirky Santas and curly shoes 
are delivered in a witty monologue 
characteristic of his writing. What 
made the book so successful was 
the unflinching honesty and reli-
ability he presented the stories 
with, so one of the challenges of 
bringing them to the stage—espe-
cially with someone else delivering 
them—is keeping the personality 
of the text intact. 

“Well, I sort of have to bring my 

own experience to it,” says Kelly. 
“I mean, it’s me up there doing 
it, so if it’s no good, everyone’s 
going to look at me like the guy 
who ruined it. I’m from Edmonton, 
so Christmas to me is all about 
booking cars, booking flights 
and running around to the end 
of God’s green acres, so that’s 
what I associate with Christmas 
more than anything else. And 
rather than ignoring the stress of 
Christmas, I think this script dives 
right into it.” 

While the second half of the play 
presents Sedaris’ experiences as an 
elf, the first half is comprised of 
two monologues from fictional 
characters—a theatre critic and a 
television producer—who pad the 
show out to its full length. In pre-
vious performances of Santaland
the second act has almost always 
been well received, but the first 
has met criticism for a contrived 
or trite sense of humor. Despite 
the reviews of the show from other 
cities, Kelly remains confident the 
Lunchbox version has addressed 
the necessary problems. 

“Well it’s a challenge because 
[Sedaris’] writing is so bright 
and so very funny,” says Kelly. “I 
mean, I’m not a 33-year-old New 
Yorker, and I don’t think anyone 
would believe it if I pretended to 
be. So I guess this is a Western 
Canadian perspective on an East 
Coast American story—and the 
setting of the Lunchbox Theatre 
right downtown in the middle of 
a mall couldn’t be more perfect 
for it.” 

With an award-winning writer, 
a theatre company with a proven 
record and the pseudo-celebrity 
power of Dave Kelly, the Santaland 
Diaries looks to be where Calgary’s 
misanthropes can go this holiday 
season for a wry laugh and dram of 
dark humor. At the very least, it’ll 
be an evening’s distraction from 
their family’s criticism, alcoholism 
and inevitable shouting matches. 
Happy holidays. 

The Santaland Diaries plays in the Lunchbox 
Theatre from Tues., Dec. 5 to Fri., Dec. 22. 
www.lunchboxtheatre.com has more ticket 

information. 

t h e a t r e p r e v i e w

T h e S a n t a l a n d D i a r i e s

Curly shoes andCurly shoes and dark comedy
Play by famous humourist David Sedaris 
comes to the Lunchbox Theatre

courtesy Lunchbox theatre

Dave Kelly’s socks are rediculous.
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Kendra Kusick
Gauntlet Entertainment

Any event that happens 37 
times over 37 consecutive 
years deserves some ample 

respect, and the annual University 
of Calgary Dance Montage is no 
exception. Exuberant dancers of 
various skill levels chasséed across 
the University Theatre stage this 
weekend with flair, flamboyance 
and fun aplenty. Tickets were 
near sold out opening night and 
the theatre was packed—not sur-
prisingly—with friends and family 
of the 100 some dancers featured 
in Montage.  

Ten different choreographers 
also provided the program with 
more than conventional eclecti-
cism. The pieces ranged from 
an African tribal celebration, 
enacted by a troupe of enthusias-
tic and mostly-white dancers, to 
slinky-armed automatons bounc-
ing to techno beats and beyond. 
A dark, brooding piece flirting 
with the avant garde might eas-
ily be followed by Sesame Street 
in drag. This diversity gave all 
styles a second in the spotlight 
as well as the dancers attached 

A capable A capable 
montagemontage

d a n c e r e v i e w

D a n c e M o n t a g e to them. The resulting ensemble 
is a melange of dancers ranging 
from beginner to internation-
ally acclaimed, all performing 
under similarily credentialed 
choreographers.

The diversity of the perfor-
mance, while often acting as a 
strength, proved to be a double-
edged sword. At times, the show 
doesn’t cohere, partly due to a lack 
of any kind of overarching narra-
tive or theme.  Individual pieces 
often stylistically and thematically 
clash with one another, produc-
ing a jarring effect. The execution 
of five children’s TV ditties, for 
example, added more frustration 
than finesse to the program, rein-
forcing the amateur elements and 
undercutting the skill of many of 
the dancers. 

Nevertheless, a $10 ticket price 
is more than reasonable for the 
energetic entertainment to be had 
in the annual show, and though 
it may seem a bit hefty for those 
who have no connection to the 
performers themselves, more 
than die-hard campus culture 
junkies can appreciate Dance 
Montage.  It is hard not to be 
in awe of the human form in 
motion. 

Dance Montage runs in the University Theatre 
every year. Read the Gauntlet regularly to be 

warned in advance of such goings-on. 

Vivian Leung/the Gauntlet

Mad bling and wicked props

t h e a t r e t h i n g

M a r t h a C o h e n A w a r d s

Recognizing local theatre since 1985

Ryan Pike
Gauntlet Entertainment

Over the past 20 years, Calgary 
has grown from a Podunk fron-
tier town into a bustling cultural 
metropolis and the local theatre 
community has grown with it. 
Appropriately, Alberta Theatre 
Projects celebrates that growth 
with the Harry and Martha 
Cohen Award, given to those 
who have made a sustained and 
substantial contribution to theatre 
in Calgary.

“The award was set up by the 

Cohen family as a celebration of 
the 40th wedding anniversary of 
Harry and Martha Cohen, who are 
and were two great philanthropists 
in the Calgary theatre community,” 
says atp artistic director and 2001 
winner Bob White. “They gave a 
lot of dough to the construction 
of what is now the epcor Centre 
for the Performing Arts and the 
theatre that we work in, the Martha 
Cohen Theatre, is named after one 
of them.”

Established in 1985, the award 
winner receives a $1,400 cash prize 
and has their name inscribed on 
a scroll that hangs in the lobby 
of the Martha Cohen Theatre. 
Recent winners have included 
stage manager Dianne Goodman, 

playwright John Murrell, former 
Alberta Foundation for the Arts 
chairman Jock Osler and actresses 
Clarice Evans and Valerie Ann 
Pearson. White believes that the 
award is integral to recognizing 
the evolution of the Calgary the-
atre scene.

“An awful lot of people were sort 
of toiling in the wilderness over 
many, many years,” notes White. 
“Now that the theatre community 
is as vital as it is, there’re lots of 
people who have made major 
contributions and it’s just great 
to see this kind of celebration of 
some of those people that helped 
build it all.”

With a thriving industry chock 
see atp, page 17 
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s p u n A L B U M  R E V I E W S

Krall’s latest release, From This Moment On fi nds 

her in top form. Her always-sultry vocal delivery 

seems even more sensual and relaxed as she 

delves into the Great American Songbook and 

reworks 12 of her favourite jazz standards.

Krall’s piano playing remains as skilful as ever. 

This woman truly shines on her instrument, 

combining technical dexterity with heart-felt 

emotion. She’s accompanied by her regular 

top-notch quartet which features Anthony 

Wilsons’ elegant guitar touches and a super-

smooth rhythm section. The all-star crew is 

joined by the Clayton/Hamilton Jazz Orches-

tra, who add their polished big-band touch to 

seven of the tracks.

Rocking out harder than something that only 

rocks out with moderate intensity, Tencacious 

D have done it once again, perfectly balanc-

ing humour, talent and an unadulterated 

horns-up rock attitude. Irony is about to 

get punched in the balls. 

All 15 tracks were written as a chronicle of The 

D’s rise to rock stardom, and follow the jour-

ney of  “J Bo” from young boy in a religious 

home, to hooker-slapping rock star.  With 

famous rockers Dio and Meatloaf appearing 

on the album, Tenacious D adds some old-

school fl ava’ to their ultimate rock sound as 

well as borrowing some legitimacy.  Famous 

Nirvana drummer and Foo Fighters front man 

Jay-Z often claims to be the greatest person to have ever existed. Given his 

incredible success as a rapper/producer, dating Beyonce Knowles and being 

critically regarded as one of the greatest emcees of all time, his narcissism is 

actually pretty justifi ed. While his arrogance usually seeps into his music as 

well, it’s forgivable, as he often is as great a rapper as he claims. On Kingdom 

Come however, he fails to back it up. 

There are a number of single-worthy tracks where he rhymes about how awe-

some he is, how rich he is, or how lucky the music industry is to have him back 

after his long hiatus—sometimes he even manages to squeeze it all into a single 

hook. As a whole, though, the album achieves about the same lyrical complexity 

as a drunk yelling, “Do you have any idea who I am!?” at a cop. 

While Kingdom Come doesn’t even begin to approach the greatness of The 

Blueprint or even The Black Album, it does attempt to keep up with current 

trends in production. Moving away from the electro-pop club cuts popular 

before Jay-Z “went into retirement,” it embraces the now-more-popular Kanye 

West faux-live sound. It’s hard to fault an artist for trying to keep up with the 

times, but the sometimes-clumsy mixing makes it painfully clear that he hasn’t 

been in the game for quite a while. 

Flaws of the disc aside, Jay-Z is right that many fans will appreciate his return—

even if it is lackluster. The promise of another Blueprint after he gets back into 

practice is a little too appealing to dismiss him as a washup just yet. With any 

luck, it won’t be long before Jay-Z is once again running this rap shit.

..Kyle Francis

Cattle Decapitation’s Karma, Bloody Karma

is an absolutely amazing piece of art. 

Take, for example, the vocals and lyrics of 

singer/songwriter Travis Ryan. The sheer 

range of Ryan’s talent recalls opera singer 

Josh Groban, and indeed, Grobanites can 

fi nd common ground with metalheads on 

many fronts while listening to the beauti-

ful words. 

The musical prowess of the rest of the band 

is of equal quality, with the exception of the 

drummer, who doesn’t stop pounding the 

double kicks for the entire fucking album. 

This is a small caveat, however, given the 

unbridled talent the rest of the band exhib-

Tenacious D

The Pick of Destiny

(Columbia Records)

Dave Grohl also gives an extremely strong 

backing as the Tenacious D drummer—and 

also as Satan—in the ultimate rock-off.

The Pick of Destiny is all about pure balls-out 

rock—from classic rock power ballads, to a 

less conventional kind of rocking set to the 

classical work of Mozart, it succeeds in provid-

ing a good deal of unbridled, unpretentious 

entertainment, as well as showcasing some 

not-inconsiderable musical talent. As a Spinal 

Tap for a new generation, The Pick of Destiny

is not only a fantastic soundtrack but also an 

album that can stand on its own. 

…Erla Low

Among the numerous highlights is the high-

spirited Cole Porter title track, which includes 

impressive horns and a guest appearance from 

piano virtuoso Gerald Clayton. In contrast is 

the pleasantly laid-back rendition of Irving 

Berlin’s “Isn’t This A Lovely Day,” in which 

Krall’s warm voice paints the perfect picture 

of a rainy day.

It won’t take a team of psychologists to fi gure out 

From This Moment On. It’s simply an enjoyable 

hour of music from a woman who knows and 

loves what she’s doing.

..Ken Clarke

Cattle Decapitation

Karma, Bloody Karma

(Metal Blade)

its. One listen will have even the staunchest 

unbeliever, uh, believing Josh Elmore is the 

next Frederic Chopin —except with  guitars 

distorted to the point where they sound like 

dying animals. The bass is similarily spot-on, 

though this may be due entirely to not being 

able to hear anything over the fetal alcholol 

syndrome baby smashing away on the drums 

like they had candy in them.

Like a single cherry tree blossom silently 

falling to the snow, Cattle Decapitation’s 

latest is delicate, subtle, and, most defi nitely 

haiku-worthy. 

..Ændrew Rininsland

Jay Z

Kingdom Come

(Rockafella)

Diana Krall

From this moment on

(Verve)
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full of talent, White notes that 
the jury faces a yearly challenge 
in choosing just one. He believes 
the open-ended nature of the 
award ensures that no matter 
who gets chosen, a deserv-
ing individual will always be 
honoured.

“One of the things about the 
award is that it can include any-
body,” White says. “It could be an 
actor, an educator, someone who’s 
worked as a volunteer, a techni-
cian, right across the board. As 
time passes, you’re looking at a 
bunch of people who have made 
significant contributions, so it’s a 

bit of a struggle for the jury every 
year to select one.”

As a former Cohen Award recipi-
ent, White has a unique perspective 
on the whole process. He shares 
that while it’s nice to be rewarded, 
he’s not in it for the allocades.

“It’s going to sound like a cliché, 
but the work itself is enough of a 
reward.” White reflects, “But to 
realize that people in the com-
munity think that it merits special 
attention is quite cool.”

Nomination forms and more information is 
available at www.atplive.com. Nominations for 
the Harry and Martha Cohen Award are open 

until Fri., Dec. 15. 

ATP’s innovators 
cont’d from page 15

Partial growth

f i l m r e v i e w
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Rachel Betts-Wilmott
Gauntlet Entertainment

There’s something about biop-
ics that just scream “Oscar!” 
From Ray to Walk the Line, 

there’s something the Academy can’t 
resist about seeing the real lives of 
famous people played out on the 
screen. Fur: An Imaginary Portrait 
of Diane Arbus snubs the conven-
tion of sticking more or less to the 
facts, attempting to build a psychic 
portrait of the famous 20th century 
photographer, while sticking only 
to the most basic atributes of the 
eccentric, real-life woman.

The story starts off at a good pace, 
setting up the sense of both Arbus’ 
(Nicole Kidman) voyeurism and 
anxiety. By all accounts, she is a good 
mother and talented assistant and 
stylist to her photographer husband 
Allan Arbus (Ty Burrell). When the 
mystery of a new neighbour presents 
itself, she’s enraptured by Lionel 
(Robert Downey Jr.), a masked 
man who moves in upstairs. Diane 
becomes captivated with this man 
who clogs drains and keeps weird 
hours and acquaintances. Lionel, 
a side-show-attraction-turned-
wig-maker, suffers from hypertri-
chosis, or “wolf-man syndrome,” 
and introduces Arbus to trannies, 
midgets and undertakers.

The story is far from true. There 
was no wolf-man. Diane was not self-
taught—she studied photography 

with the likes of Richard Avedon. 
Diane Arbus, a rather short, dark, 
upper-class jewish girl, was by 
no means a Nicole Kidman. The 
decision to take such liberties with 
Patricia Bosworth’s biography was 
a ballsy move from director Steven 
Shainberg and screenwriter Erin 
Cressida Wilson, who teamed 
up to create 2002’s Secretary. 
Unfortunately, by creating such 
fi ctitious circumstances, Fur creates 
an equally fi ctitious vision of Arbus, 
one that denies her dedication to her 
art and totally dislocates this stage 
of her life from the rest of it.

That said, Kidman’s performance 
as a pseudo-Arbus is enchanting. She 
creates a character who is not only 
sympathetic, but at times enigmatic, 
and is a lovely addition to a very 
charming set. Burrell provides a 
well-grounded counterpart to 
Kidman’s waifi sh and impression-
able protagonist. Robert Downey 
Jr.’s take on Lionel is perhaps 
overly-theatrical and put-on, even 
for a character who grew up the star 
of a freak-show, standing out as the 
weakest of the embellishments.

Instead of even the most imaginary 
of biographies, Fur offers a dizzying 
1950s fairy tale including the pretty 
princess, the gentle beast and the 
oppressive parents. Unfortunately 
for fans of Arbus, knowing her life’s 
story is a hindrance to enjoying this 
work of fi ction. For insight into the 
real-life Arbus, those interested are 
better off looking at her work.

Fur: an imaginary portrait of Diane Arbus opens 
in theatres everywhere Fri., Dec. 1. Critics will be 

shaved at the door. 

courtesy Alliance/Atlantis
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Kyle Francis
Entertainment Editor

Smorgasbord-style collabora-
tions in the theatre all tend to 
share a few of the same char-

acteristics. On one hand, the diverse 
range of material offers a number of 
unique perspectives on a common 
theme, and the small, digestible 
chunks are appealing to a culture 
raised largely on Chinese food and 
television. On the other, the qual-
ity of the individual pieces is often 
marked by the same diversity. 8-0-8
Productions’ Now and Fornever
meets these expectations to a tee, 
though the quality—far from refl ect-
ing the show’s amateur roots—only 
ever moves between the merely com-
petent and the sublime.

As a series of vignettes written 

on the common theme of loss, it 
would be easy to expect Now and 
Fornever to fall into a crying-in-the-
rain, emo-kid cliché. Fortunately, 
the worst flaws it has are a few 
confused messages, some rough 
pacing and one piece whose ending 
can only be described as a bat-shit 
insane version of a shaggy dog joke. 
Considering that the young men and 
women behind the production were 
working with a semi-avant garde
presentation and scripts rife with 
pain, misery and death, the small 
imperfections it has are a relief, and 
far easier to overlook than they may 
have been. 

Oddly, the show’s two stron-
gest components, Quantum 
Entanglement and Apple, Mine, 
are the two that edge the closest to 
the love-song stereotype. The former 
tells the ancient story of a guy, a girl 
and an epic love ruined by a single 
misunderstanding with a charm that 
will leave even the most jaded with 

a tiny smile and tingly fi ngertips. As 
adorable as the coffee-spoon poetry 
can be, the purple language could 
have easily collapsed on itself if not 
for the charisma of the performers. 
The script’s remarkable honesty and 
attention to detail is assisted by 
the overt chemistry between Tim 
Nguyen and Anastasia St. Amand, 
who take the principal roles. While 
Entanglement may still have been 
written while listening to Celine 
Dion, it’s the playfulness with 
which the clichés are approached 
that makes it great.  

Conversely, if Apple, Mine was 
inspired by a love song, it wasn’t 
a sappy one. The heart-wrenching 
story of a life itemized and packed 
away into shoeboxes is illustrated 
with enough bitter irony, provoca-
tive imagery and clever metaphor to 
bring its simple plot well out of the 
pedestrian and into the outstand-
ing. Though the writing shines as the 
high-point of the piece, the subtle 

use of actors as set-pieces—an idea 
attempted, but never fully realized 
in a few of the others—does a great 
deal toward painting a picture of 
an acerbic world glossed over and 
gussied up by pretense.

The additions of Entanglement 
and Apple, though raising the mean 
quality of the performance, have an 
aftertaste that overpowers many of 
the other pieces entirely. Like going 
back to plain rice after special-fried, 
it’s hard not to wish the whole effort 
lived up to the high-standards set by 
the two excellent parts, or at least 
that the gap in quality wasn’t as wide. 
While Now and Fornever would be 
cute, fun and still worth checking 
out without them, Entanglement 
and Apple are what make it truly 
worthwhile. The rest are just sort 
of padding out the order so you 
can get the free fortune cookies.  

Now and Fornever runs untill Sat., Dec. 2 at the 
Birds and Stone theatre. Check out 

www.8-0-8productions.com for more info.

t h e a t r e r e v i e w
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New 8-0-8 offering greater 
than the sum of its many parts
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CONCERTSTHEATRE

MISC.
SPORTS

1. Despite the frosty weather, your Dinos play 
on. Curl up inside a relatively warm ice rink 
and watch one of the hockey teams play... for 
free!

2. It’s the holiday season, and that means the 
Santa Shuffl e is upon us. It’s sure to be cold 
and dreary, but at least a dozen people will be 
dressed up like Santa. Plus, the proceeds go 
to benefi t Calgary’s less fortunate.

3. Everyone loves ornaments. The fi ne arts 
faculty makes ornaments, and sells them at 
their annual Crafts and Bake Sale.

4. There is an insane amount of good theatre 
happening both on and off campus. You’re 
foolish not to go to something.

5. Study, dumbass.

T H I N G S  T O  D O

Witness the True Life Fiction of 
Mata Hari in Reeve Theatre Nov. 30 

to Dec. 2 and Wed., Dec. 6 at 

7:30 p.m and Sun., Dec. 3 at 2 p.m. 

Students $12, adults $15 at Campus 

Ticket Centre.

Nickle and Dime jumps the shark 

with Jumping the Shark in Reeve 

Theatre Thur. Nov. 30 and 

Fri., Dec. 1 at noon. Admission is $2.

Drunk on Mondays presents DSI: 
Drunk Scene Investigation in Reeve 

Secondary Theatre Thur., Nov. 30 at 

10:30 p.m. Admission is $2.

Theatre Calgary presents 

A Christmas Carol in Max Bell 

Theatre Nov. 30 to Dec. 3. Tickets 

are $18.20 to $76.50 at Ticketmaster.

You will believe a boy can fl y 

when ATP presents Peter Pan in 

Martha Cohen Theatre Nov. 30 to 

Dec. 3. Tickets are $15 to $79 at 

Ticketmaster.

Bret Hart wears puffy pants in a 

musical version of Aladdin in the 

Jubilee Auditorium Nov. 30 to 

Dec. 3. Tickets are $40 to $69 at 

Ticketmaster.

The Santaland Diaries are revealed 

at Lunchbox Theatre Dec. 4–6 at 

12:10 p.m. Students $13, adults $16 

at the door.

The Smokin’ 45s, Life Like Cobra

and Beija Flor spit venom inside 

Broken City Thur., Nov. 30 at 8 p.m. 

Tickets available at Megatunes, 

Melodiya and Sloth.

That 1 Guy and guests play the 

Liberty Lounge Fri., Dec. 1 at 8 p.m. 

Tickets are $15 at Ticketmaster.

The U of C Saxophone and Flute 

Ensemble perform in the Rozsa 

Centre Fri., Dec. 1 at 8 p.m. Students 

$7, adults $10 at the door.

Les Georges Leningrad and Duchess 

Says provide a musical break from 

the cold winter in Broken City 

Fri., Dec. 1 at 8 p.m. Tickets available 

at Megatunes, Melodiya and Sloth.

Fort Knox Five and the 9 to Fives

work for a living at the Hi-Fi Club 

Sat., Dec. 2.

Fear Factory delivers a heaping 

helping of rock to the Warehouse 

Sat., Dec. 2. Tickets are $25 at 

Ticketmaster.

Kaskade and Mikey Da Roza rush 

into the Whiskey Sun., Dec. 3. 

Tickets are $15 at Ticketmaster.

The Ukrainian Choir gets festive in 

MacEwan Ballroom Sun., Dec. 3 at 

8 p.m. Tickets available from 

Campus Ticket Centre.

It’s almost Christmas time, so Broken 

City presents a free concert from 

Blue Boy Mon., Dec. 4 at 8 p.m.

Davis Myles and the String Bridges

fortify Broken City Tues., Dec. 5 at 

8 p.m. Tickets available at 

Megatunes, Melodiya and Sloth.

Ron Sexsmith and Jill Barber solidify 

inside the Grand Wed., Dec. 6 at

8 p.m. Tickets are $28.50 by calling 

205-2922 or at www.atthegrand.ca.

Guns N’ Roses shoot up the 

Saddledome Wed., Dec. 6 at 

7 p.m. Tickets are $39.50 to $79.50 at 

Ticketmaster.

The Dinos hit the ice for cool hockey 

action! The women face Red Deer at 

the Oval Fri., Dec. 1 at 7 p.m. while 

the men face the U of A in Father 

David Bauer Arena Fri., Dec. 1 at 

7 p.m. Christmas comes early, 

because the games are free.

The Flames sting the Columbus Blue 

Jackets Fri., Dec. 1 at 7 p.m. and 

sandbag the Stanley Cup Champion 

Carolina Hurricanes Tues., Dec. 5 

at 7 p.m. Tickets are $35 to $125 at 

Ticketmaster.

The Hitmen tame the Medicine Hat 

Tigers Sat., Dec. 2 at 7 p.m. and dull 

the Saskatoon Blades Sun., Dec. 3

at 5 p.m. Tickets are $9 to $35 at 

Ticketmaster.

Find fancy ornaments and tasty 

baked goods at the Faculty of Fine 

Arts Christmas Crafts and Bake Sale

in Cragie Hall D100 Thur., Nov. 30 

from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Check out an exhibition of artist 

Marigold Santos’ works entitled 

Goodbye Seven Sisters in the Little 

Gallery Thur., Nov. 30 and 

Fri., Dec. 1. Free.

The Residence Students’ Association 

presents the Dressed Up to Get 

Down and Boogie Cabaret in the 

Den Sat., Dec. 2 at 8 p.m. Tickets are 

$5 in advance from an RSA member 

and $7 at the door.

Salvation Army’s Santa Shuffl e

takes place at Eau Claire Market 

Sat., Dec. 2 at 10 a.m. Register at 

www.santashuffl e.com.

Miami Vice is this week’s Cinemania 

offering in Science Theatres 148 

Mon., Dec. 4 at 6:30 p.m. and 9 p.m. 

Free for students.

Pauline Ngure and Laurie Middaugh

dicuss “Linking Poverty and 

Violence” in the Rozsa Centre 

Wed., Dec. 6 at noon.

Phillip McCoy chats about “the 

Female Image in Hollywood’s 

Golden Age” at the Big Rock Grill 

Wed., Dec. 6 at 6:30 p.m. Tickets are 

$35 at 720-3239.



If you’re relying on a TLF to find 
yourself someone to cuddle by the 
fi re with this holiday season, you’d 
better get on it. This is your last 
chance to submit a message before 
the Gauntlet’s Festivus hiatus , so bring 
your TLF to MSC 319 or e-mail them 
to tlfs@gauntlet.ucalgary.ca. All 
submissions must include your name, 
ID number, phone number and signa-
ture. Submissions judged to be sex-
ist, racist, homophobic or attacks of 
a personal nature will not be printed. 
Don’t forget to attach your THREE lines 
to a candy cane.

To the the girl who sits behind me 
in ARHI 201 I know about the erotica 
you’re writing and there better be a 
story about me coming my way.

YOU ARE ABSOLUTELY BEAUTIFUL
-that guy with the dreads
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Teach English
Overseas

www.oxfordseminars.com

Intensive 60-Hour Program

Classroom Management Techniques

Detailed Lesson Planning

Comprehensive Teaching Materials

Internationally Recognized Certificate

Teacher Placement Service

Money Back Guarantee Included

Thousands of Satisfied Students

 1-800-779-1779 / 780-428-8700 

To girl in ENGG 349, You should know 
what the heavyside function is you see 
it everyday in the mirror!

-math wiz

JonnyCyo: I prefer to take the moral 
high road. I don’t go down on anyone, 
no matter whom they think they are. 

[edited for length]

Ben Blumer says: Giving is stupid.

Serge gives his word to stop at third. 
Naughty or Nice?

To the Quiet Spanish girl in fi rst-year 
ENGG, block F: You are extremely 
cute!

-Lonely Engineer

Happy B-Day, Jax! You may not be big in 
size, but now you are in age. Luv 4 lyf!

-The Cougab Crew (K,K, & G)

Male seeking bright female with a 
future. Lack of motion sickness an 
asset.

-DownAndWelded@gmail.com

All suicidal organ donors should hang 
themselves, it’s better for the organs.

-Mr. Tips

LOST: If you found a black ipod named 
“henrys ipod” under settings, Please con-
tact me at henry.chim@mindplot.com

Bring back global warming!

To the brown guy in Year 1 ENGG 251 
that runs funny and has a perfect smile! 
You’re a hotpot!

-Hindustaniqueen

Bitches! You bettah... Recognize! 
Sexual... chocolate.

-Zyborg 432.

I’m looking for 2 or possibly 3 snow 
patrol tickets. Willing to pay reason-
ably high price.

-snowpatroltickets@hotmail.com

Anxious? Depressed in the past? For 
information on research project on mood 
states, contact Martin at 220-4971.

Isn’t it amazing that no one seemed to 
be suspicious of the two kids crushing 
the white powder and sniffi ng it with

[edited for length]

I brought my cat in today for show and 
tell and there are no species neutral 
washrooms.

-Seriously.

J.A - Happy 2 yr anniversary! I’ll miss 
you so much next semester. Love 
Poke.

Nogfest this friday! Nog and rum all day 
long!!! Wear your christmas sweaters 
(especially you Dr. Fattouche).

-Nogfest celebrators everywhere 
(including Austria)

[geeze, where’s the hot chocolate 
love? It’s the real seasonal drink.

-BagelEd]

Karalyn claims not to have any deep, 
dark secrets. Naughty or Nice?

To room 456 in Rundle, your singing 
SUCKS. 

-having a brain aneurism

Has anyone else noticed Gandalf is tak-
ing CHEM 201? I wonder when he’s 
gonna use his magic powers.

-Narnia_sucks

Interested in taking improv off the 
stages and into the halls? email 
improv_underground@hotmail.com

“Scottus Magnus!”
-the Triumvirate at the RHPS

Knowing someone gay or lesbian doesn’t 
absolve you from saying something 
homophobic or offensive. So, STFU.

-Lesbian GM

I see those fl irting eyes you give me. 
For the last time, I will not sleep with 
you, Dr. Weingarten.

-fi eldmouse
[We don’t print attacks of a per-
sonal nature, but it could be any

Dr. Weingarten, so hey.
-BaldEd]

Joel - you suck.

Has anyone considered the construc-
tion of a covered +15 between the LRT 
and the BioSci Building? That would be 
a good “space” to improve.

-UBST Major

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY!
Holiday Gift Wrappers Needed from
Dec. 4–24, Downtown. Contact Ginger 
at gss@ucalgary.ca

Naughty Or Nice? Christmas Party 
@ Tantra, Dec. 7. Tickets on sale in 
Scurfi eld Hall. $5 no line no cover, free 
drink before 9:30 p.m.

Lost my green toque Nov. 29 either 
ICT102 or ST55.  If found please contact 
me at lostmytouque@hotmail.com, I’ll 
love you forever!

-cold without my toque

Down with the New City Bylaw: Peti-
tions are for suckers. Real civil disobedi-
ence is spitting in a bucket.

Tall guy in ZOOL 375 - this is your last 
chance. Let your hair down and come 
get wild with me. Let me know.

-zoology_girl@hotmail.com

We cannot have a PARECON REVOLU-
TION without the college students and 
their newspapers.

-www.zmag.org

I can get very sick without my daily 
dose of the very special nutrients of 
Kennola oil. Thank god it’s a never 
ending supply.

-Cabana



• Instead of buying an item or object, consider giving an event or an opportunity for you and 
the recipient to spend time together. For example, tickets to a movie, a play or museum, or 
arrange to take a trip to Kananaskis, the Rothney Observatory or the Calgary Zoo.

• Try a homemade gift, such as a photo album or a gift basket filled with baked goods. These 
gifts are often less expensive, use fewer resources and are more meaningful than 
store-bought gifts.

• Make a donation to an organization that is important to your recipient. All major 
organizations from Greenpeace to the Red Cross have programs allowing you to make a 
donation another person’s name.

• Give a gift that will allow your recipient 
to become more environmentally 
friendly and socially conscious, such 
as a reusable travel mug and some fair 
trade coffee.

• When wrapping, either use a 
recyclable material like old 
newspapers or reuse an item, like a 
cloth bag.

Green Gift Giving

Quality Money for Students
How do you spend $1.5 million? It takes a lot of hard work and lots of consultation and cooperative
partnerships to make it work. This year’s Students’ Union executive is currently implementing the programs
and initiatives decided by last year’s 63rd Students’ Legislative Council quality money allocation committee,
who were guided by undergraduate responses in a plebiscite.

The quality fund decisions all fit within a series of guiding principles, including:

• universal – projects must benefit as many students as possible
• tangible – students must be able to feel and see the impact
• leverage – projects where possible are partnered with additional funds 
• short term impact – students must see the benefits pronto
• popular opinion – projects must have support among the general student population
• longevity – projects must have staying power and benefit students over a long period of time

Detailed program information will be available on the SU web over time, but
meanwhile, here is a brief snapshot of quality spending:

Student Commons – $350,000 – a public study/lounge space to be built in MSC

Social Science Student Lounge (“Take Your Space”) – $100,000 – renovation of the lounge

Information Commons Computers – $250,000 – to replace 350 computers in Information
Commons’ spaces in the Elbow Room, MacKimmie, Law and Medicine libraries

International Experiences – $175,000 – grants for students to enhance global education

Innovative Teaching Grants – $50,000 – individual grants of up to $5,000 offered to professors for
innovative teaching projects to improve quality in the classroom

Class Size Reduction – $200,000 – to create more sessions of upper level classes where demand is
greatest

Library Resources: Ebrary and Ref Works – $78,000 – to purchase annual research database
subscriptions

Peggy Patterson Scholarship – $21,000 – top’s up a previous gift of $110,000 for two $3,000 bursaries
to be awarded in perpetuity to deserving students 

Campus Involvement Awards – $154,000 – seven annual awards of $1,000 in perpetuity to deserving
students 

MSC South Courtyard Renovation – $71,953 – to redevelop our underutilized south courtyard

If you have questions about this or future quality money expenditures, contact
SU President Emily Wyatt at studun@ucalgary.ca



Midterms. Presentations. Term 
papers. Lab assignments. 
Required readings. Group proj-

ects. Cramming. 
During lazy summer months any one of 

these terms has the power to incite dread in 
vacationing students, reminding them of the 
upcoming onslaught of schoolwork the pas-
sage from summer to fall will produce. By 
the time things get to November though, the 
dread is replaced by grudging acceptance. The 
rigours of school still aren’t welcome, but they 
are too much a part of day-to-day reality to 
truly scorn. Professors try to squish as many 
course requirements into the dwindling fall 
semester as they can, and students are forced 
to wrap up another semester while prepar-
ing for exams. It’s not fun, but it’s the way 
things work.

Some students feel this isn’t enough and 
actively seek an added chunk of school-
related work around this time—applying for 
graduate studies. With Canadian universities 
requiring grad school applications sometime 
between December and February, the last 
few weeks of fall semester include an added 
pressure for those students with aspirations 
beyond a bachelor’s degree. This pressure is 
compounded when students realize apply-
ing for graduate studies is unlike anything 
else they’ve previously encountered. Much 
more comprehensive than applying for 
undergraduate studies, the process of grad 
school application is complex. Not surpris-
ingly, many students looking for a master’s 
degree don’t know where to begin. In his 
academic career, Concordia University 
professor Dr. Dave Mumby encounters this 
problem frequently. In an effort to dispel 
some of the myths about grad school and to 
make the application process simpler for stu-
dents, Mumby authored the book Graduate 
School: Winning Strategies for Getting in With 
or Without Excellent Grades.

Testing the waters
“Certainly the most important thing is to 

find out what you need to know to make the 
right choices about where to apply,” Mumby 
says. “A common mistake is assuming that 
all programs that offer a particular degree in 
a particular discipline are relatively equiva-
lent. All the differences start right after you 
get past the name of the degree and the dis-
cipline. Every graduate program in most 
disciplines is unique in itself even though
 there might be hundreds of programs 
that offer the same degree. That particular 
unique expertise a program offers is, of 
course, directly related to the expertise 

of the faculty members that supervise and 
administer the graduate programs. The 
professors’ specializations determine the 
range of specialization the students can 
get at particular programs.”

Before readying an application students 
should put in a good deal of research to 
determine their options and thereby lessen 
the chance of applying for something they 
aren’t suited for. When determining where 
to apply, students should consider more 
than just what city they would like to live 
in and the reputation of the school. Often 
less-reputable universities offer possibilities 
for study more suited to a particular student 
than they would be able to fi nd at the most 
distinguished schools.

“You really have to have a good idea 
of what you’re looking for, what kind of 
training you want and what kind of career 
you’re trying to get your training for,” 
Mumby explains. “You really have to have 
a long term view of your career and the rest 
of your life. It doesn’t mean you have to 
lock into something. For many students 
they just assume they’ll apply for graduate 
school at the same place they are doing their 
undergraduate studies, or maybe at a school 
at the other side of the city. Quite often you 
can’t get what you’re really looking for at 
that place. People don’t realize until they 
start to apply for graduate school that, ‘Hey, 
I’m supposed to indicate who I want as my 
supervisor and why would I want one over 
the other?’ That’s one of the most important 
aspects of choosing who’s going to get in, 
making sure they can be matched with the 
faculty member [they indicate].”

Students should start thinking about grad 
school at an early date in their undergraduate 
studies. The earlier a student starts to look 
into grad school, the easier it is for them 
to complete the necessary requirements 
when the time comes to apply. Students 
can still discover the possibilities of gradu-
ate school late in their undergrad degrees, 
but it certainly helps potential applicants to 
start thinking about what their options are 
at an early date.

“It does [help to have an early plan], even 
though the particular plan might change sev-
eral times along the way,” Mumby says. “If 
the student has a plan that he or she thinks 
is going to be their plan in three years they 
should still go about discovering the differ-
ent types of training that are available in that 
discipline so they can start to learn about the 
range of programs for that discipline. Even 
if they change their plans a few years later 
they’ll still be aware that the fi rst thing they 

have to do is fi nd out where people are and 
what they’re doing.”

What to put in
Once students have completed this prelimi-

nary research and know which schools they 
are interested in applying to, the real process 
begins. Like applying for a job, students need 
to gather a good deal of information about 
themselves and make sure it is all relevant 
to what they are applying for. In doing so, 
Mumby fi nds students often place too much 
importance on certain characteristics and 
neglect others. Most students share a com-
mon set of misconceptions about what is 
and isn’t important on an application. These 
misconceptions transcend programs, schools 
and faculties  and only serve to weaken appli-
cants’ chances.

“The [misconception] that ends up 
restricting the imagination or good judge-
ment of students during the grad school 
application process is the widespread idea 
that what really matters the most is what 
kinds of grades you get in your undergradu-
ate classes,” Mumby reveals. “It’s always 
been the case, it probably always will be 
the case and it should be the case that it’s 
just not enough to be smart. When you’re 
talking about taking a step into an area of 
advanced study people don’t really under-
stand that it doesn’t matter if they get all 
A-pluses. It’s not going to make them an 
ideal candidate for a graduate program in 
almost any field. There are probably a few 
where it’s a very good predictor of their suc-
cess in graduate school, but there’re many 
disciplines where after you get above the 
B-plus or A-minus range there’s no real 
correlation between the likelihood that 
someone’s going to do well in their gradu-
ate studies.”

Though he is quick to stress the importance 
of decent grades, he cautions students against 
thinking they are the be-all, end-all. Though a 
4.0 average as an undergrad will certainly look 
good on any application, it is not enough to 
ensure success. When applying for grad school 
students need to focus on many facets of their 
personality as well as their experiences.

“It’s really the overall package,” Mumby 
says. “Different programs and different dis-
ciplines within the program will have their 
own idiosyncrasies about what special things 
they might prioritize in the candidates, but in 
almost all cases the most important thing is 
the personal qualities and the character attri-
butes of the individuals. Academic abilities, 
to the extent that they might be able to tell 
you something about the suitability of an 

applicant, aren’t enough. You need to know 
about the person’s maturity, integrity, judge-
ment and their ability to deal with complex 
information.

The focus on grades leads students to 
pay too little attention to other important 
requirements in any application. One element 
Mumby emphasizes is letters of recommenda-
tion. Good letters of recommendation from 
professors are crucial to application commit-
tees as they demonstrate a student’s ability to 
work well in an academic situation and that 
the student possesses the necessary drive to 
succeed in graduate studies. Unfortunately, 
they can be hard to come by.

“Hopefully the person has taken some 
steps like giving themselves some exposure 
to faculty members in their department that 
in some capacity allow those members to learn 
about them and their strengths,” Mumby says. 
“That way that person can then be asked for 
a letter of recommendation later and they 
might be able to say something meaningful. 
Believe me those letters of recommendation 
are important. To some people they are the 
most important part of the package. Some of us 
would just like to get letters of recommendation 
and not much else, [except] a gpa maybe.”

The common mistake students make is 
assuming attending lectures and receiving 
a good mark in a class is enough to merit a 
decent letter of recommendation. This isn’t 
the case; acquiring a good recommenda-
tion involves a much more active role from 
students.

“Undergraduates don’t appreciate how 
much work and research is going on behind 
those doors that don’t have classes in them, 
and that work is being done by the same 
people who are teaching many of their 
classes,” Mumby points out. “You have to 
try to get involved in what they are doing to 
demonstrate your suitability to do that kind 
of thing yourself. You want to put yourself 
in a position to be evaluated along all those 
important personality and character dimen-
sions I mentioned earlier. If you aren’t able 
to put yourself in situations where professors 
can learn these things about you you’ll be hard 
pressed to come up with effective letters of 
recommendation and you might come up 
with letters that might actually hurt your 
application more than they help it.”

“No matter what your discipline is that you 
decide to pursue in graduate studies, getting 
involved in someone’s research program is 
important,” he continues. “It doesn’t really 
matter how directly their research matches 
with the area you’re planning on special-
izing in. In fact, it doesn’t even have to be 
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the same discipline because what’s 
really important here are all of these 
character attributes and they really 
transfer across disciplines.”

 Another thing admissions com-
mittees look at is extra-curricular 
activities, like volunteer work. These 
aren’t as important to the overall 
application as academic qualities but 
they can help set a candidate apart 
from the pack. Mumby cautions 
students about being over-zealous 
with what extra-curricular activities 
they include in their application. 
Only relevant activities should be 
included.

“[Extra-curricular activities] cer-
tainly can be an infl uence in many 
different ways, and in some cases 
they might not be relevant at all,” 
Mumby explains. “If the student is 
thinking about going into any fi eld 
where it really requires a certain set 
of clinical or social skills they would 
be most important. They might not 
be as important in other fi elds but 
there’s probably [an activity] in any 
fi eld that one could not help but 
give a positive impression [with]. 
Especially if a person has obviously 
been very generous in some volun-
teer capacity with their time and at 
the same time has received really 
good grades, which demonstrates 
that they’re able to handle a busy life. 
Those types of positive impressions 
can be helpful.”

The year off
A common thing for students to 

do after completing their under-
graduate degree is to take some 
time off before they dive back into 
the academic world. This time off 
is taken for a variety of reasons, 
ranging from exhaustion to eco-
nomic necessity. Many professors 
warn students about taking time off 
before their graduate studies, say-
ing it will only harm their chances. 
Mumby does not adopt this reason-
ing entirely. He believes time off can 
be benefi cial to a student’s applica-
tion if they use it effectively.

“It’s really a matter of why you’re 
taking a year, or more, off and what 
you’re going to do with that time,” 
Mumby points out. “It’s not a good 
idea if it ever becomes clear that 
you decided to take a year off after 
your undergraduate degree because 
you’ve been in school all these years 
and it’s time for a break and you 
just want the time for yourself. 
That doesn’t impress people that 
you’re really determined and that 
you have a passion for this career 
move you’re making. If it’s to really 
help you make the right decision it’s 
good to use that time, but during 
that time you have to be involved 
in whatever [your] discipline is. 
Maybe you have to use that time to
set up letters of recommendation. 
Those types of uses of that year off 
can make the difference between not 
getting in if [you] applied right out 
of undergraduate school and getting 
in because [you] took that year.”

A competitive future?
Another thing undergradu-

ate students often hear is talk of 
the value of a bachelor’s degree 
diminishing. The argument 
states that with more people 

entering university, a bachelor’s 
degree is no longer as strong of 
a factor in determining future suc-
cess as it once was. Completing 
graduate studies is starting to be 
seen as the only way to ensure a 
comfortable future. This has led 
some to fear that grad schools 
will not increase enrollment the 
number of people accepted each 
year to meet increased demand, 
leading to more competition for 
few spots. Some  believe the value 
of good grades will become even 
more important in such a scenario, 
resulting in graduate schools being 
effectively closed to all except those 
with impossibly high averages. 
Mumby disagrees.

“If you simply increase the num-
ber of people you have applying to 
graduate school it becomes even 
easier to find the right people,” 
he remarks. “Having more appli-
cants won’t really make it more 
competitive unless all we do is add 
really good applicants, but that 
really isn’t what happens. I think 
there is some reality to the idea that 
the value of the bachelor’s degree 
in ensuring one’s future career 
isn’t what it used to be, but it was 
never really the case that you got 
an automatic career from that. 
What is happening is we have 
a growing population of people 
that are in their most productive 
years of their lives and are trying 
to secure a good future. It can no 
longer be done as easily with just 
an undergraduate education, nor 
can it be done as easily with an 
advanced education, to be honest. 
The number of jobs hasn’t grown 
in proportion to the working 
age population. To be one of the 
people who ends up on top, or at 
least successful, you have a much 
better chance with an advanced 
degree. However, that’s really only 
true if you’re limiting your choices 
to a type of career that requires an 
advanced education.”

Midterms. Presentations. Term
papers. Lab assignments. Requ-
ired readings. Group projects. 
Cramming. 

For most students, going through 
the four to seven years of this it 
will take them to complete their 
undergraduate degree is more 
than enough. For others though, 
the academic life is appealing and 
a four-year bachelor’s sprint can 
easily become a 10-year marathon 
to a PhD. The only thing standing 
between them and their goal is the 
need to actually get into graduate 
studies—well, that and all the 
work, of course. To most under-
grads this is a daunting task often 
performed improperly. In reality, 
this is because most students don’t 
understand what they need to do to 
be successful in their application. 
Once they have the right infor-
mation and have abandoned the 
misconceptions surrounding grad 
school, applying should be a fairly 
painless process accomplished in 
those fl eeting moments of free time 
the busy semester allows.

Other sources of  information
Professors

Every prof has applied for grad school and many sit on admissions committees.
Teaching assistants

Being grad students themselves, tas  have all been recently successful in the application process.
www.mygraduateschool.com

The website for Dr. Mumby’s book provides a plethora of tips for free.
www.gradschooltips.com

Another good site offering comprehensive pointers for would-be grad students.
Political science grad school application workshop

Though targeted at poli-jocks, this workshop should provide useful information for any student. The work 
shop takes place Fri., Dec. 1 from 12–1:30 in Science A, room 147. 

Dr. Mumby’s book, Graduate School: Winning 
Strategies for Getting in With or Without Excellent 
Grades, is available at the U of C bookstore as well 

as online at www.mygraduateschool.com.
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Alyzée Sibtain
Gauntlet Sports

The University of Lethbridge 
Pronghorns froze in the 
frigid Calgary temperatures, 

as the University of Calgary men’s 
hockeysaurs ice-picked them apart in 
their home-and-home series fi nale. 

After suffering a tough 4–3 shootout 
loss in Lethbridge Friday night, the 
Dinos skated all over the lambs in a 
dominant 6–2 Saturday night victory 
to wrap up the series with strong spe-
cial teams, sharp-shooting offence and 
seemingly effortless goaltending.

The Dinos jumped out to an 
early lead Friday night, with Trevor 
Galan’s goal off of Barry Horman’s 
pass. But four quick penalties turned 
the Dinos’ lead into a one-goal defi cit 
heading into the second period. The 
hockeysaurs were not deterred, and 
put on an offensive barrage of shots, 
outshooting the Pronghorns 12–4. 
Alas, none of these shots managed 
to slip past Pronghorns netminder 
John Haggis, who turned away 26 
shots on the night.

The Pronghorns extended their 
lead to two goals in the second period, 

but it was not enough to hold off the 
charging Dinos. The hockeysaurs 
netted two goals in the fi nal frame, 
including a Luke Hunter rocket in 
the last minute of the game to send 
the contest to extra time. 

Overtime settled nothing, and the 
Dinos headed into the shootout hav-
ing won half of their two shootouts 
on the season. The Dinos missed 
all three of their shots, and it was 
Pronghorn Logan Lavorato who 
was the hero for the home team. 

men ’ smen ’ s  h o c k e y h o c k e y

Lethbridge a horn in the side

women’swomen’s b-ball b-ball

The hockeysaurs knew they had to 
step up their game if they wanted to 
salvage a series split.

“We’re learning a lesson,” com-
mented Dinos head coach Scott 
Atkinson. “Teams are up to play us, 
and we need to match their intensity 
and enthusiasm. The problem is that 
when we take the lead, we tend to get 
too confi dent.”

Saturday the Pronghorns quickly 
dug the Dinos a two-goal hole, 
but Dino Colin McRae trimmed 

the defi cit to one heading to the 
dressing room.

After the first intermission the 
Dinos dominated the ‘Horns on 
both the offensive and defensive ends. 
Dino Jarret Lukin proved again to be 
crucial to his team’s success, netting 
the winning goal late in the second 
period. 

The Dinos also managed to keep 
their penalty count down, tallying 
only six penalties over the course of 
the game. The Pronghorns skated 

Geoff MacIntosh/the Gauntlet

The frozen freeway to deadmonton

Todd Andre
Gauntlet Sports

It’s offi cial, icy temperatures killed 
the dinosaurs. 

Last weekend’s trip to Alberta’s 
arctic capital ended in the extinction 
of our b-ballin’ women’s winning 
streak, as the University of Calgary 
dropped both frosty matches to 
the University of Alberta Pandas 
Nov. 24–25. 

It was a disastrous weekend for 

off the ice with an embarrassing loss, 
and Dino netminder Scott Talbot 
notched his fi fth win of the season. 
But the Dinos weren’t satisfi ed with 
the series split.

“We keep letting teams hang 
around, and we gotta put them 
away,” explained Atkinson. “We 
need the killer instinct.”

Saturday’s win was especially 
memorable for sophomore Dino 
Barry Horman who scored his fi rst 
career goal in the dying seconds of 
the game. Horman, who played his 
fi rst series since undergoing shoulder 
surgery at the beginning of the season, 
played a pivotal role in the series with 
two points.

“It feels really great to get the mon-
key off my back,” laughed Horman. 
“More importantly, it feels good to get 
the win and get back on track.”

With the win, the Dinos improve 
to 9–4–2 and head into their Dec.1–2 
home-and-home series with their 
archnemesis the University of Alberta 
Golden Bears. The other Battle of 
Alberta will determine who will be 
in fi rst place in the division after the 
weekend.

the Dinos, as sub-par play guided 
the girls to a 90–82 loss on Friday 
and a 79–60 drubbing Saturday 
night. If that wasn’t enough, sub-
zero temperatures welcomed the 
team everywhere, including their 
hotel and bus.

“We didn’t have any heat [in the 
bus],” said second-year forward 
Courtney Coyle, recalling the fro-
zen trip home. Coyle said the bus 
driver announced the heater was 
broken soon after they departed 
the U of A, and then the tempera-
ture dropped steadily until they 
got home. 

“It was pretty terrible,” she said. 
There was also a report that 

the hotel they stayed in had 
problems with their heating 
system, forcing management to 
use block heaters in each room. Of 
course, anybody who has ever used 
a block heater has shorted out the 
electrical system, and it was no dif-
ferent at the Dino Hotel from Hell 
over the weekend. 

Despite accommodations drop-
ping below the standard of an igloo, 
Dino coach Shawnee Harle doesn’t 
think it affected her team.

“We’re still growing up,” said 

Harle, refusing to cite the frigid 
accommodations as a factor in the 
losses. “[We’re] still learning how 
to handle adversity, to be leaders 
and to be tough when we need to 
be tough. [This team] is kind of like 
wine, it needs to sit on the shelf for 
a bit before it tastes good. I have 
full faith that we’ll be good when 
it matters.”

Regrettably, that wasn’t the case 
for Calgary on Friday. The Dinos 
started strong, much to the dismay of  
the vociferous 800 screaming Panda 
fans, who dug themselves into the 
warm U of A bleachers. The Dinos 

pounded the Panda defence in the 
fi rst quarter, and were rewarded with 
an 18–15 lead over the fi fth-ranked 
team in the country. The Pandas 
responded by pouring in 22 points 
in the second quarter, taking a 37–34 
lead into the second half. That was 
it for the Dinos, as they never got 
within six points of the lead for the 
rest of the game, eventually losing 
by a score of 90–82.

“[We] just flat out didn’t play 
that well,” admitted Harle. “The 
score kind of flattered us to tell 
the truth.”

See b-ball, page 25

The series kicks off in front of the best fans hockey 
has to offer at Father David Bauer Arena at 7 p.m. 
Come cheer on your Dinos in their last home game 

of the year. Admission is free with student ID.

After the weekend, the Dinos are 1–2 this season in shootouts.
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2
PRONGHORNS

6
D I N O S

Jarret Lukin scored the game-win-
ning-goal as the Dinos avenged a 4–3 
shootout defeat in Lethbridge the 
previous night. See pg. 24

men’s  hockey

S C O R E B O A R D

The Dinos dropped two straight fi ve-
set decisions against the nationally 
top-ranked Bisons.2

D I N O S

3
B I S O N Swomen’s  vo l leyba l l

The lady b-ballasaurs dropped two 
straight to the Pandas by a combined 
27 points. See pg. 2460

D I N O S

79
P A N D A Swomen’s  basketba l l

The Dinos picked up their fi rst win of 
the season in an upset over the fi fth-
ranked Bisons. See pg. 263

D I N O S

2
B I S O N Smen’s  vo l leyba l l

Saturday night’s bout escalated 
into a beating, as our provincial 
rivals shut down the typically 
prolifi c Dino offence, resulting in 
a 79–60 Panda win. The number 
four offence in the league was held 
to a dreadful 60 points—17 points 
below their average.

“Our defence was probably the 

best it’s been this year, but we didn’t 
rebound,” said Coyle, whose aggres-
sive play over the weekend earned 
the attention of the coaching staff. 
“[The Pandas] got a lot of second 
shots on offence, and our offence 
wasn’t working. We need to be 
tougher than we were last week-
end. We got pushed around a lot 

last weekend; we need to do more 
of the pushing.”

At least they will know who to 
push next weekend. The Dinos 
are bussing it up to Saskatoon 
to take on the beastly University 
of Saskatchewan Huskies (11–2) 
Dec. 1–2. The prairie dogs’ roster 
boasts the current Canada West 

points leader Sarah Crooks, who also 
happens to be the reigning league 
mvp. Crooks is like the Shaquille 
O’Neal of Canadian Interuniversity 
Sport women’s basketball. She aver-
ages a double-double per game—
this year 21.8 points per game, 11.4 
rebounds per game—and her 2006
defensive player of the year trophy 

B-ball, continued from page 24

Jon Roe
Sports Editor

Unbeaten no longer, the 
Dinos women’s volleyball 
team dropped two straight 

fi ve-set games against the University 
of Manitoba Bisons. The Bisons 
came into the match ranked fi rst 
in Canadian Interuniversity Sport.

The Dinos were 6–0 coming into 
the Fri. Nov. 24 appointment with 
the Bisons. The match was close. 
Both teams won two sets, forc-
ing a fifth and final showdown. 
Typically fifth sets are decided 
when a team picks up their 15th 
point, but this fi fth set was atypi-
cal. With the score 14–10, the Dinos 
picked up four straight points to 
tie the score. The teams went back 
and forth, exchanging point for 
point until two Dino attack errors 
settled the fi fth set at 26–24 in favour 
of the Bisons.

Two-time cis player of the year 

Joanna Niemczewska led the match 
with 27 kills and 18 digs.

Saturday’s match did not begin in 
the Dinos’ favour as they dropped 
two close sets and were down 2–0 
early.

“Those first two sets we really 
felt like we were playing ter-
ribly,” said Dinos head coach 
Kevin Boyles. “We were right in [the 
games] without having any rhythm, 
without having our game fl owing. 
It’s just frustrating that we came out 
that fl at.”

Niemczewska had only four 
kills half-way through the second 
set, when Boyles subbed in Holly 
Harper, moving Niemczewska to the 
left. The change seemed to spark the 
Dinos, despite them going on to lose 
the second set 25–23.

“[Boyles] put [Harper] in, so 
that changed the focus,” said 
Niemczewska. “Everyone has, all 
of sudden, a different job. You’re 
in a different spot on the court, a 
different position, a different job. 
That helps a lot to have everyone 
in focus.”

With the change, the Dinos picked 
up their play, winning the third set 
25–20 and the fourth set 25–14. Like 
Friday’s match, this one would be 
decided in a fi fth set.

“We didn’t feel like we had it 
together until the fourth set,” said 
Boyles. “We made some changes, 
[putting Niemczewska] out on 
the left side and [subbing] Harper 
into the game. We started to spread 
them out on the net a little better. 
We started hitting the ball from 
both sides of the net. I think we’ll 
do that in the future since [Harper 
and Niemczewska] played really well 
in those positions.”

Niemczewska finished with 21
kills. Harper had eight.

The momentum from the two 
straight set wins didn’t carry over 
to the fifth set however, as the 
Bisons quickly built a 3–0 lead. Five 
unforced Bisons errors allowed the 
Dinos back into the game, but the 
Dinos could not fi nd the rhythm that 
made winning the fourth set look so 
easy. The Bisons sealed their fate and 
the fi fth set, 15–9.

women’swomen’s volleyball volleyball

Dinos drop two to tops in the nation

The next time the Dinos return to the Jack Simpson 
Gym is Jan. 12–13 against the University of 

Saskatchewan Huskies.

“This isn’t an end-of-the-world 
scenario,” said Boyles. “We were 
playing a match-up this weekend 
with the top team in the country, 
and we went fi ve sets both nights. 
Certainly we know we’re there, we’re 
close. We’ve just got to work harder 
towards nationals.”

“We knew before how they play, 
but now it’s drilled into our heads 
that we know they’re very good, and 
they stay that way the whole game,” 
said Niemczewska. “You can’t rely 
on them to start playing like crap. 
Now that it’s drilled into our heads, 
we’ll remember it better.”

Nothing gets easier for the 
Dinos from here, as they travel 
to Edmonton Dec. 1–2 to play the 
University of Alberta Pandas. The 
Pandas are 8–0, ranked third in 
the nation, and have only lost six 
sets all year. In the Dinos’ favour is 
the two pre-season match-ups they 
had against the Pandas, both Dinos 
victories.

Jon Roe/the Gauntlet

#15 Deanna Delisle.

is a hint she can smother opposing 
offences. 

The Dinos desperately need a win 
this weekend, and they know what 
they have to do to get it. 

“[We] need to do a job on [Crooks], 
and try to keep her off the board, even 
though she’s going to get her points 
no matter what,” said Coyle.  
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Jon Roe
Sports Editor

 Win, win, win

The Dinos women’s hockey 
team must’ve taken a cue 
from the chant used to 

inspire the evil Hawks in the clas-
sic Disney movie the Mighty Ducks, 
picking up their fourth win of the 
season Sun., Nov. 26. 

The Dinos were led by stel-
lar rookie goaltender Vanessa 
Frederick, who stopped 34 of 35 
shots fi red her way. 

Currently, the Dinos sit tied for 
fourth with the sait Trojans, a team 
they play in both games before the 
start of the winter break. Game one 
goes Thur., Nov. 30 at sait arena, 

and game two goes Fri., Dec. 1 at the 
Olympic Oval.

 Iceasaurus Rex
The basketball teams got a cold 

reception in Edmonton. Not only 
did the men’s team drop both 
games against the University of 
Alberta Golden Bears by a com-
bined score of 194–149, they did not 
have the benefi t of a heated bus for 
the long ride back to Calgary. The 
team now moves on to a weekend 
trip to Saskatoon to play the 
University of Saskatchewan Huskies 
Dec. 1–2. Hopefully the team will 
have heaters on the bus for this trip, 
or at least dress warmly enough so 
they don’t show up in Saskatoon as 
dinosicles. 

The Huskies are currently 4–4 in 
conference play, compared to the 
Dinos who are 3–5. Both teams are 
1–3 in their last four games.

                Rookie of the Year
Dinos quarterback Dalin Tolles-

trup won the Peter Gorman Trophy 
as the Canadian Interuniversity Sport 
rookie of the year at a ceremony in 
Saskatoon during the Vanier Cup 
festivities. The 18-year-old fresh-
man completed 147 of 280 passes 
for 1,941 yards, six touchdowns and 
11 interceptions while leading the 
team to a 2–6 record. 

Tollestrup was named cis offen-
sive player of the week for his part 
in the 39–7 whitewashing of the 
Simon Fraser University Clan 

Oct. 28. He completed 32 of 50 passes 
for 462 yards. 

Tollestrup’s Gorman win is the 
fi rst time a Dino has won a major cis 

football award since Lincoln Blumell 
won the Russ Jackson Award in 2002 
for athletics, academics, community 
service and leadership.

Alex Baron
Gauntlet Sports

The Dinos Volleysaurs got the 
proverbial monkey off their back by 
winning their fi rst game of the season, 
and head coach Rod Durrant’s fi rst 
in Canadian Interuniversity Sport, as 
they split the Nov. 24–25 set with the 
University of Manitoba Bisons.

A large energetic crowd was on 
hand as the men’s team started the 
weekend following an exciting fi ve 
set match by the women’s volleyball 
team. The volleyball was great as 
the Dinos battled hard with the cis 
fi fth-ranked Bisons. After winning 
the fi rst two sets  by identical 25–23 
scores the Dinos dropped the next 
two before winning impressively in 
game fi ve.

“When you win it’s sweet,” said 
Dino setter Glen Handley. “When 

you win after two and a half hours 
it’s even better.”

The Dinos quickly dominated 
Manitoba in the fi rst set, taking a 
16–5 lead before the Bisons stormed 
back. The set came right down to the 
wire, the Dinos taking it by a close 
25–23 score. The lead changed hands 
many times during the second game, 
a much tighter match from the start. 
Two ace serves for the Dinos resulted 
from fortunate bounces off the net 
onto enemy court. The Bisons 

demonstrated their high ranking 
as they ended up taking set three 
by a 25–18 score. The Bisons took 
set four 25–23, setting up a fi fth and 
deciding set.

The Dinos stormed out of the gate 
in the fi fth set as they got good blocks 
and a huge kill by David Egan to 
make the score 11–8. The Dinos won 
the set 15–8 on an air ball that found 
the back corner.

“Tonight [the team] had to work 
hard,” said Durrant. “That’s a good 

team over there and they had to earn 
every point.”

Saturday didn’t prove to be as 
successful as Manitoba defeated 
the Dinos 3–1. The Bisons, who 
were led by power hitter Josh Klassen 
and his 23 kills, outplayed the Dinos. 
Despite the last two sets being close, 
the Bisons squeaked out wins and 
took the match 3–1. 

It was good weekend to build 
upon for the Dinos, who are now 
1–5 on the season.

The brief world of sports

One upset, one defeat
men’smen’s volleyball volleyball

Geoff MacIntosh/the Gauntlet
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redefine yourself
www.sait.ca

Getting a job is
yesterday’s news.

Start a real career story with hands-on trades and technical
training in one of 99 career paths. 97% graduate employment
and a 99% satisfaction rating from businesses and employers
for SAIT graduates means it’s all good news. 




