




c o n t e n t s
photo     by          the  editor
“More punk than you” by Chris Beauchamp

Sometimes the audience provides a
better subject than the band. Propa-
gandhi may have brought the thrash 
to the Mac Hall Ballroom, but they 
sure didn’t bring the photo ops. 
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Be happy you live in Canada
n e w s  p a g e  5

News speaks with a  soldier about his experiences in Afghanistan and a Falun 
Gong practitioner who was jailed and tortured for his beliefs. The Alberta gov-
ernment also made changes to student loans, so stop complaining about being 
broke and start being thankful you’re not tortured, oppressed and broke.

Meta-pinions
o p i n i o n s  p a g e  1 1

This week, news editor Emily Senger discusses women’s position in society 
approaching International Women’s Day and Paul Jarvey discusses a discus-
sion on controversial fi lm Obsession. That’s right, he discusses a discussion. 
It’s pretty meta.

More than just prostitutes 
f e a t u r e s  p a g e  1 3

The Dinos’ rugby teams went to Thailand over reading week. Intrepid reporter 
Nick Meehan was there to report on their dealings with dirty players, dirty 
toilets and, of course, dirty prostitutes.

o n l i n e  e x t r a s
News: Even more political action! 
Entertainment: Jeff Clemens reviews Empire in Africa.

Fisting the sky  

e n t e r t a i n m e n t  p a g e  1 5

This week in entertainment: Fuck the man. That’s right, fuck him. There are 
so many subversive political messages in here, you can scarcely count them 
all. Well, you could, but it would take you like 15 minutes, at least. And who 
has that kind of time?

It’s almost over
s p o r t s  p a g e  2 4

For the Dinos—except for track and fi eld—it’s over. The women’s wrestling 
team took some heavy medals home with them on their fi nal trip of the season 
to Saskatoon, the women’s volleyball team picked up some darker medals 
at home at the nationals, and the men’s hockey team were swept away in 
Saskatchewan. Check out the super sweet volleyball photo spread where the 
sports section is almost over.

Anyone can submit an original photo to the editor. 
Drop off your high resolution photo along with your 
name, contact information and a brief description 
including type of camera (not exceeding 30 words) 
to room 319 MacEwan Student Centre or email 
photo@gauntlet.ucalgary.ca.
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Kevin De Vlaming, for pulling it out at the last minute 
for Kyle. And by ‘it,’ I mean a killer interview with the 

director of Fido. Perv.
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Editor, the Gauntlet

Journalism lite

Time’s up, Switzerland
Pull out the old Axis of Evil 

checklist, because the world has 
a new boogeyman. That’s right, 
the bastion of neutrality known as 
Switzerland has joined the ranks of 
rogue states. The reality of the bur-
geoning evil empire recently became 
clear with an act of unbridled aggres-
sion as they invaded neighboring 
principality, Liechtenstein. 

What’s so disturbing about this 
situation is how shrewdly the incred-
ibly punctual country managed to 
cover it up. The offi cial Swiss take 
states that a small brigade of soldiers 
became disoriented by bad weather 
and “accidentally” stumbled into 
Liechtenstein, no doubt complete 
with rocket launchers, urban warfare 
gear and more than a couple mecha-
nized robot killing machines. The 
Swiss claim their weapons weren’t 
loaded and that they turned back 
towards sunny Swiss shores as soon 
as they realized where they were.

Unfortunately, anyone worth 
their salt as a conspiracy theorist 
should be able to see through this 
ruse easily. Clearly the Swiss were 
well aware of their actions, their 
only “accident” was forgetting an 
important rule of war: without an 
ample supply of bullets, guns are 
really only good for smacking people 

on badass police procedurals. 
It’s plain frightening to think of 

such an expansionist state existing 
in the heart of Western Europe. 
Historical precedent shows that 
once a European power successfully 
invades one of their neighbours, a 
wave of empire-building takes place, 
leaving the whole region a war-torn 
mess. This simply cannot happen. 
Switzerland might have bungled 
their first attempt at expansion, 
but their intentions are clear. The 
only logical solution is a pre-emp-
tive strike to take out the allegedly 
neutral Swiss government and 
incorporate the nations’ beauti-
ful ski resorts and philanthropic 
international organizations into the 
free world.

We watched when Switzerland 
refused to get its hands dirty in 
the World Wars; we watched when 
Switzerland voted down a proposal 
to outlaw the building of nuclear 
facilities; we even watched when they 
started charging $14 for a goddamn 
donair. Now it’s time for action. We 
can’t just sit and watch Switzerland 
play with the lives of the 34,000 
Liechtensteinians. Switzerland, 
your reign of terror ends now.

Garth Paulson
Features Editor

There is no doubt print media 
is in a time of upheaval and 
change. With Internet news,

film documentary, blogging and 
YouTube, people are getting 
their information in radically dif-
ferent ways than even a decade 
ago. The concept of journalism as a 
watchdog on traditional power cen-
ters has been all but washed away for a 
cynical citizenry to whom journalism 
scandals, plagiarism charges and the 
partisan politics of outlets like Fox 
News have become commonplace. 
But just because the lofty ideals of 
journalism have been weakened by 
shoddy practices and political goals 
doesn’t mean newspapers should 
abandon them outright.

Three new daily papers hit the 
streets of Calgary this month, and 
while each is published by a dif-
ferent media conglomerate, they 
share some strikingly similar char-
acteristics. The stories are short, the 
focus is primarily on mainstream 
entertainment and the advertising 
is invasive. The reasoning behind 
publications like these is simple: 
young urbanites aren’t interested 
in spending too much time engag-
ing with what’s happening in their 
world. To market products to them 
effectively involves a rethinking of the 
traditional print medium, especially 
the way advertising integrates with 
editorial content.

This premise is at least partially 
false, as witnessed by the booming 
online news expansion. Rather than 
looking for more succinct, dumbed-
down versions of news stories, mean-
ing-starved citizens are searching for 
context anywhere they can fi nd it. 
In the vacuum left by the failures of 

mainstream print, online news and 
blog communities are growing at a 
dizzying pace.

Unfortunately, launching pub-
lications like RushHour (CanWest 
Global), 24 Hours (Sun Media) and 
Metro (a Swedish company with 
distribution in over 100 cities) does 
not  address the shortcomings of 
print media, but exaggerates them. 
As Metro says on their website, 
“Metro is therefore not only deliver-
ing a new generation of newspaper 
readers but also the ‘premium TV 
audience’ that advertisers so prize.” 
24 Hours has already taken this 
maxim to its logical conclusion, 
printing a four-page advertising 
“wrap” around its March 5 cover. 
But this is old territory for Metro, 
which has printed whole issues 
devoted to promoting a single 
product in the past.

As the editor of a weekly pub-
lication, I intimately understand 
the types of issues that can lead to 
compromised editorial content. 
A blown deadline, late-breaking 
news, a story that falls through—all 
sorts of things can force editorial staff 
to make decisions that aren’t ideal. 
That’s the nature of any publication 
working on daily or weekly deadlines. 
And while the Gauntlet is as guilty 
as any paper or magazine of falling 
short of journalistic ideals at times, 
the student journalists learning and 
working in this offi ce at least aim for 
those ideals. We don’t sell them to the 
highest bidder and we don’t compro-
mise our editorial content as part of 
a business plan aimed at serving our 
advertisers over our readers.

Chris Beauchamp
Editor-in-chief

[Editor’s note: Seeing as you all 
are too content with the status quo 
to write  letters, we’ve decided to show 
you kids how it’s done with an excerpt 
from some insanity of days of yore. 
Evidently drug culture was still in full 
siwng in 1978]

Editor, the Gauntlet,
[“No sense in nonsense,” 

Fri., Mar. 17, 1978.]
I have once again fallen to the 

perils of letter writing without a 
person to write to. I could write 
the letter, and then fi nd someone 
to send it to, but then all I wrote 
would indeed have to remain 
quite neutral. I would have no 
diffi culty in rambling on for a while, 
I guess.

Must everything have a point, 
reason, or rhyme? Wit and riddles. 
Clarinets and fiddles. Is there a 
point? Mocking birds. Do we train 
to merely mimic in style? What 
is the error in mock? Mock and 
mimic. Here and now. Then and 
there. Where and why. What is the 
point, I ask you, my good friend? Is 
there a point, reason or rhyme?

Riddles. Riddles and fi ddles. All 
in a game, the rules the same. Why 
not stay and play a while. But, what 
is the point. Mimic, I say.

Is there an innate idea? Is there 
an original thought, act or riddle 
played by the fi ddle?

Where is the time? The endless 
playing of fi ddles, riddles, rhymes 
and clarinets by the mocking bird 
fi lls each moment of each day of 
each week of each month of each 
year. I asked my good friend: “Is 
there a point?”

He asked with a smile and said: 
“What troubles you?” The mocking 
bird perched on his shoulder. He 
could not fl y. The fi ddles could be 
heard from beyond the window, and 
the riddles fi lled the air. 

“It isn’t fair!” Riddles and 
rhyme. “ What is the point, reason 
or time?”

“The time, you ayh?” “Why, 
today. If it were yesterday today 
is tommorrow, and more ago 
yesterday, I say.” The mocking 
bird screamed. He could not fl y; 
hindered by time. Mimic, riddles 
and rhyme.

Rambling isn’t so very diffi cult, 
but it is there a point, my good 
friend? Without a purpose, a point 
is made. Without a point, a purpose 
is there. Without cause, the effect is 
there. Without an effect, a cause has 
no riddle, reason or rhyme...

The Bearer of the Spear
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c a m p u s  q u i p s In your opinion, what is the most important current global issue?

“Global warming. It’s 
pretty self-explani-
tory.”
– Patrick Taylor, 
second-year social 
sciences

“The Palestinian 
confl ict. My friends 
and family have suf-
fered a lot because 
it’s been going on so 
long.”
– Farah Hattab, fi rst-
year social sciences

Interviews: Kristina Lord  Photographs: Christian Louden

“Long-term care 
because people that 
need are the most 
vulnerable citizens.”
– Dawna Haslam, 
fi ftieth-year communi-
cation and culture

“I’d say interna-
tional war, the war 
on terror and civil 
war.”
– Andrew Nippard, 
fi rst-year 
engineering

Rez seeks property tax exemption

Student loan burden eased for select students

Sara Hanson
News Assistant

Three-hundred thousand 
dollars is  enough money 
to pay for 60 years of uni-

versity, a Ferrari, or a new house in 
the suburbs.

It is also the approximate amount 
of money Residence Services pays 
annually to the City of Calgary in 
property taxes for the residence 
buildings. However, for the second 
year in a row, Residence Services is 
fi ling a formal tax appeal in an effort 
to have the tax reduced.  

Residence Services director Joel 
Lynn explained the reasoning 
behind the appeal, which returned 
$40,000 last year. 

“Most [residences at] colleges 
and universities across Canada 
do not pay property taxes,” he 
said. “[The residences] serve a 
purpose in serving the university’s 
academic plans. We want to see the 
taxes either reduced or eliminated
so there are more opportunities for 
students.”

 Residence Students’ Association 
president Allan Bailey is also sup-
portive of the appeal. “It’s pretty 
important because all the money 
would go back into the facilities,” 
said Bailey. “The return would be a 
positive impact on student life.”

More specifi cally, Bailey stressed 
the money could be used to upgrade 

the residence buildings that are in 
desperate need of renovations. He 
noted that in a maintenance assess-
ment of the buildings conducted 
last year, facility conditions index 
scores were as high as 48 out of 100, 
where a score above 50 garners a 
recommendation to condemn the 
building. While Bailey blamed 

insuffi cient maintenance budgets 
for the buildings’ poor conditions, 
Lynn stressed that none of the resi-
dence buildings have been deemed 
unsafe. He did, however, note that 
the low scores have prompted the 
university to review the buildings. 

“The institution has made the 
decision that having residence 

spaces is a key part in recruiting 
students,” said Lynn. 

Bailey also noted plans for a 
complete renovation of Norquay, 
Brewster and Castle Halls during 
the summer are well underway, 
however Lynn stressed the three
 building projects have not yet been 
confi rmed.

If the tax appeal is successful 
again this year, Students’ Union 
vice-president external Julie 
Labonte would like to see the money
re-invested in residence infrastruc-
ture. 

“We need to manage the residence 
buildings that we have,” she said. 
“We need to improve them, we 
need to renovate them and bring 
them up to standard, but we also 
need new ones.”

In addition to the U of C, Labonte 
noted the University of Alberta and 
University of Lethbridge are also 
lobbying their municipal govern-
ments for a complete elimination 
of property taxes on residence 
buildings. 

City of Calgary director of 
customer relations Amy Enfield 
explained that property tax bills 
have not yet been issued, however 
the property value assessments 
which are used to determine the tax 
amount have been. She also stressed 
that any increases in property tax 
are strictly based on market value 
assessments of property and are not 
a cash grab for the city. 

Although the tax bill has not 
yet been received, Lynn explained 
tax-assessment experts are already 
preparing Residence Service’s appeal 
in hopes of a further reduction from 
last year. The appeal process could 
take anywhere from four to six 
months. 

Katy Anderson
News Assistant

After the let down of November’s 
tuition policy, the Alberta govern-
ment consoled students by prom-
ising big changes to student loans, 
grants and scholarships. They are 
now delivering some of these prom-
ises in a new affordability frame-
work, released Wed., Feb. 28.

Changes to the student loan pro-
gram will happen in two stages. As 
of Apr. 1, medical residence students 
will not have to pay interest or make 
tuition payments until they are fi n-
ished their training. Students with 
new family members have up to one 
year until they have to pay interest 
or make tuition payments. Effective 
Aug. 1, part-time students will be 

able to receive twice the amount 
of bursaries without affecting their 
student loans and students with dis-
abilities will go from being allowed 
$1,000 per semester to $3,000 in 
grants.

“To be perfectly honest these 
four changes are not big news,” 
said Students’ Union vice-president 
external Julie Labonte. “They do 
affect 2,000 students, and anything 
that affects any student is a positive 
thing, but with the affordability 
framework we expected more, and 
they said that they would provide 
more. This is such a small, small 
movement on successfully imple-
menting this framework.”

Changes to apprenticeship 
programs across Alberta were also 
announced Fri., Mar. 1. Spots for 

more than 3,600 apprentices will 
be added at a value of over $15 
million.

“When it comes to the skilled 
trades we certainly do need more 
spots, so that is a positive thing,” 
said Labonte.

The funding will go towards the 
costs of physical space, equipment 
and instructors.

“This is a far cry from what they 
need to be doing,” said Labonte. 
“These are positive movements. 
We need these things, but this isn’t 
something to get excited about. 
Although [the announcement] 
does care for people a little bit 
more, particularly medical resi-
dence [students], mature students 
or individuals who do get preg-
nant, we need more. We need to

see more students affected.”
Labonte said she was expecting 

a more holistic view of the student 

loan program and was looking 
forward to promised changes like 

A successful tax exemption could mean Ikea makeovers for all residence lounges. 
Chris Tait/the Gauntlet

Katy Anderson/the Gauntlet

Changes to student loans will ease the bill burden for some.

see loan program, page 10
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U of C seeks solutions to northern Alberta growth

“I do.” U of C president Dr. Harvey Weingarten and Wood Buffalo Mayor Melissa Blake sign their 
memorandum of understanding. 

Emily Senger
News Editor

Fort McMurray’s growth is 
seemingly unstoppable. The 
oil-rich northern Alberta city 

has almost doubled in population 
since 1999, resulting in an infra-
structure crisis and a substantial 
environmental footprint, but an 
agreement between the University 
of Calgary and the Municipality of 
Wood Buffalo hopes to remedy 
some of northern Alberta’s grow-
ing pains.

U of C president Dr. Harvey 
Weingarten and Mayor of the 
Regional Municipality of Wood 
Buffalo Melissa Blake signed a 
memorandum of understand-
ing Tues., Mar. 6 to increase the 
U of C’s research presence in 
the municipality, which includes 
Fort McMurray and the surround-
ing region.  

“There is huge opportunity for 
our students and researchers to 
apply some of what they do to 
those issues,” said Weingarten. 
“These are serious, real-time, real-
life challenges and it’s our job as a 
public university to help provide 
solutions.”

The new agreement does 
not require the U of C to front 
additional funding, explained 
Weingarten. Rather, it will draw 
from existing funding, including 
research grants and student fund-
ing to focus on solutions to both 

the scientifi c and social problems
associated with northern Alberta’s 
rapid growth. 

 “We are producing energy with 
too much greenhouse gas emis-
sions,” said Weingarten. “There 
is some very interesting research 
going on to extract the oil from 
the oil sands with much less of an 
environmental footprint than we 
have now. [We will also address] 
health care issues. The social infra-

structure up there is something that 
needs attention and we are working 
for some creative solutions to those 
issues.”

Despite the agreement, U of C 
has no plans for a satellite campus 
in Fort Mac, but will work with the 
existing Keyano College to develop 
partner programs.

“We are planning to collaborate 
with the different programs,” said 
Keyano College vice-president 

operations and fi nance Al Adibi, 
noting Keyano already has similar 
partnerships with nait, sait and 
the University of 
Alberta. “As of 
September 2008 
we are hoping to 
offer a bachelor 
of social work. Of 
course, because of 
expansion in the 
oil sands, we are 
looking at major 
expansion in 
terms of trades 
and technology, but we are also 
looking at university studies.”

The memorandum was only part 
of two days of meetings between a 
delegation from Fort McMurray 
and researchers, administration 

and students from both the U of C 
and sait.

Blake said the partnership is nec-
essary to accommodate growth in 
Fort McMurray, which is pegged at 
nine per cent per year and will drive 
the population to 100,000 people 
within the next fi ve years.

“It’s about building sustainability 
into new communities we’re creat-
ing,” said Blake. “We can look at 
what exists anywhere from fi fty to 
whatever years-old and it’s just not 
what would be an acceptable stan-
dard for today.”

 “Putting the right parameters 
into place is not in our expertise,” 
she continued. “We haven’t done 
it before, but if we combine efforts 
with the university, who are leading 
research in this area, we can do it 
now. Within fi ve years we can have a 
brand-new, sustainable community 
development project.”

“It’s not necessarily as long-term 
as you might expect,” she continued. 
“There are some immediate benefi ts 
to come out of it.”

Specifi c programs already under-
way in and around Fort McMurray 
include a faculty of science analysis 

of tree rings to 
d e t e r m i n e 
changes in soil 
and air quality, 
an engineer-
ing project to 
verify Albian 
Sands Energy’s 
air monitor-
ing processes, 
partnerships 
with the faculty 

of environmental design to plan for 
sustainable growth and the move-
ment of the third-year environ-
mental science field school from
southern Alberta to Fort 
McMurray.

Chris Tait/the Gauntlet

“These are serious, real-
time, real-life challenges 
and it’s our job as a public 
university to help provide 
solutions.” 

-Dr. Harvey Weingarten,
U of C president 

Memorandum of understanding to increase research in Fort McMurray
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Falun Gong abused at hands of Chinese government

A soldier’s story

Julianne Yip
Gauntlet News

The Falun Gong unveiled the 
horrors of the persecution they 
suffer under the Chinese govern-
ment in an art exhibit during the 
second Students’ Union Political 
Action Week.

Falun Gong is an ancient form 
of qigong, a practice that cultivates 
the mind, body and spirit through 
diligent study of the principles of 
truthfulness, benevolence and for-
bearance. Practitioners follow a set 
of fi ve gentle physical exercises and 
claim that practicing Falun Gong can 
improve health by reducing stress 
and increasing energy, mental clarity 
and peace of mind. 

The practice gained so much 
popularity after it was fi rst intro-
duced by founder Li Hongzhi in 

1992 that the number of Falun 
Gong practitioners within China 
reached over 70 million in 1999. 

In the same year, there were Falun 
Gong practitioners in more than 50 
countries worldwide, according to 

a report from the United Nations’ 
Falun Gong Human Rights Working 
Group. 

Initially, the Chinese government 
recognized and acknowledged the 
benefi ts of practicing Falun Gong, 
even allowing the state-controlled 
media to advocate Falun Gong’s 
mental, spiritual and physical 
principles. Encouragement to fol-
low Falun Gong practice, however, 
was short-lived. 

Threatened by Falun Gong’s 
widespread popularity, the Chinese 
government instituted a ban on 
books about Falun Gong beliefs and 
practice in 1996. Violence broke out 
on April 23, 1999 when armed police 
forces beat and arbitrarily arrested 
Falun Gong practitioners in the city 
of Tianjin.

Winston Liu is a University of 
Calgary mechanical engineering 

PhD student who was arrested 
and detained several times in 
China for practicing Falun Gong. 
In 2001, both Liu and his wife, Yao 
Yue, were arrested for download-
ing and disseminating material 
about the Falun Gong. They were 
sentenced to three and 12 years in 
jail, respectively. During his time 
in jail, Liu said he was interrogated 
until fatigued and suffered various 
forms of torture, including sleep 
deprivation and physical abuse 
with an electric baton. He was also 
forced to sign documents recanting 
his faith.  

“After, you can’t endure any-
more, your brain just collapses,” 
said Liu, noting he was afraid the 
Chinese government would produce 
a video of him—a former student 
of China’s top university—having 

Emily Senger
News Editor

Master Corporal Keith 
Hodgson has been called 
a murderer, a baby killer 

and a waste of taxpayer’s money in 
his 10 years with the Canadian 
Armed Forces, but despite his 
dangerous and often disrespected 
position, the 27-year-old wouldn’t 
choose any other career.

“A lot of people coming back 
[from service] get the short end 
of the stick,” 
said a uni-
f o r m e d 
Hodgson as 
he showed off 
an armoured 
Jeep in front 
of MacEwan 
Hall Wed., 
Mar. 7. 
“We’ve been 
downtown training and we have 
assault rifl es. It’s our job to carry 
them around. One of our tests is a 
yearly rucksack march and we carry 
[rifl es] around and people yell, ‘Hey, 
what are you doing with those guns?’ 
But, it’s my job. What do you want 
me to carry? A stick?”

Hodgson joined the armed forces 
when he was 17 and has since trav-
eled the world, stationed in Bosnia, 
Croatia, Turkey and most recently 
Kandahar, Afghanistan. Hodgson 
and a group of Canadian Armed 
Forces recruiters visited campus as 
part of the Students’ Union Political 
Action Week to recruit, but also to 
speak about the positive and often 
overlooked accomplishments of the 
Armed Forces.

“The only time that things actu-
ally get reported is when one of our 

guys gets either killed or injured,” 
said Hodgson. “They aren’t looking 
at the other side, where we’ll do a 
vmo—which is a village medical 
outreach—and we’re giving medi-
cal help, toothbrushes, food to these 
villages that really have nothing 
else.”

Hodgson noted the majority of 
media reporting is concentrated in 
Kandahar and Helmand, the south-
ern Afghanistan provinces that are 
hotbeds of Taliban fi ghting. This 
media focus on what Hodgson 

refers to as the 
“Wild West” 
of Afghanistan 
omits cover-
age of positive 
accomplish-
ments in 
other parts of 
the country, 
like rebuilt 
infrastructure, 

education, women’s rights and steps 
toward a democratically-run gov-
ernment. 

Despite these gains Hodgson 
maintains that continued mili-
tary involvement is necessary in 
Afghanistan until its infrastructure, 
which has been ravaged by fi ve years 
of Taliban dictatorship and 20 years 
of Soviet intervention before that,  
can be rebuilt.

“I can see, in the not too distant 
future, that we’d be more than happy 
to pull out of there and let them take 
over for themselves, but right now, 
Canada and the rest of the world 
should be there just to make sure that 
everything goes well,” said Hodgson. 
“We’re not trying to run their coun-
try. We’re trying to get them to run 
it themselves and as soon as they do 
it, I’m out of there.”

Hodgson said that while he loves 
his job and takes pride in Canada’s 
accomplishments overseas, the 
actual day-to-day reality of being 
stationed in Afghanistan involves 
a lot of pain and very little glory.

“It sucks, I’ll tell you that right 
now,” he said of his nine months 
stationed in Kandahar. “It’s a 
land-locked country so there’s no 
humidity whatsoever. The heat 
gets up to about 55 degrees Celsius. 
We’re out there in body armour and 
plates and everything. Our usual kit 
weighs about 45 pounds on top of 
what we’re wearing.”

During the hottest months sol-
diers drink upwards of four litres 
of water a day just to replenish the 
water lost through sweat. Though 
when engaged in combat, there is 
little time to consume those four-
litres, said Hodgson.

Hodgson said his ability to fore-
see an end to Canada’s military 
involvement in Afghanistan can be 
attributed largely to an increased use 
of tanks, which provide Canadian 
soldiers with a physical advan-
tage. A tank can easily take out 
the mud walls and huts Taliban

soldiers use for cover. 
“In Afghanistan, everything is 

made out of mud: mud walls, mud 
huts—an urban warfare environ-
ment,” said Hodgson, noting that 
Canada currently has a squadron 
of 16 tanks in Afghanistan and the 
government is considering purchas-
ing more. “Since the tanks showed 
up we’re taking away that advantage 
they have. In a wheeled armoured 
vehicle, it will punch small holes 
through the walls. In a tank it will 
knock down a building.”

In addition to physical advantage, 
the tanks also provide soldiers with 
a powerful psychological advantage 
over their adversaries. 

“It’s direct, they can see who’s 
shooting at them,” said Hodgson. 
“It’s not like a plane is fl ying over-
top and blowing up a building. This 
thing is in their face and after the 
fi rst couple of engagements they’ve 
realized the destructive capabilities 
of these things and they either run 
away or they throw down their arms 
and give up because even if we don’t 
shoot at a wall we can drive through 
a building. Their ability for cover 
is gone.”

Hodgson said the worst part of 
being a soldier is leaving his family 
and his common-law partner behind 
for months at a time to move into 
a potentially dangerous situation. 
When painful goodbyes get him 
down, he uses the story of a brave 
teacher at one of the fi rst western-
style schools in Kandahar to recall 
his purpose.

“[The teacher] had a let-
ter—what’s known as a night let-
ter—posted on the outside of his 
house that pretty much said: ‘This 
is a message from the Taliban, you’re 
teaching infi del work and all their 
hedonistic information, if you don’t 
stop now, you’re going to be dealt 
with,’” recalled Hodgson. “So, he 
signed it and pretty much told 
them to pound salt, which is like 
go screw yourselves. ‘I’m going to 
go on teaching these kids,’ [he said,] 
and posted it back outside his 
house.”

“The next night he was dragged 
from his house, beaten and executed. 
Seriously, if anyone is willing to do 
that to teach children, I would be 
more than happy to take a bullet 
for them.”

Corporal speaks of need for 
Afghan mission

M. Cpl. Keith Hodgson is a veteran of Bosnia, Croatia and Afghanistan.
Chris Beauchamp/the Gauntlet

“It’s our job to carry 
[guns] around. What do 
you want me to carry? A 
stick?”

-M. Cpl. Keith Hodgson,
41 Canadian Brigade 

see falun gong, page 10

PhD student Winston Liu was jailed and tourtured in China for 
practicing Falun Gong.

Chris Tait/the Gauntlet
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First Nations chief calls for government action
Cam Cotton-O’Brien
Gauntlet News

The Canadian government 
needs to step up and address 
the issue of Aboriginal pov-

erty, according to the head of the 
Assembly of First Nations. 

National chief of the Assembly 
of First Nations Phil Fontaine 
spoke at the University of Calgary 
Fri., Mar. 2 in a presentation hosted 
by the sociology department. 

“The single most important 
challenge we face is poverty,” said 
Fontaine. “First Nations people are 
simply too poor. There is no good 
reason for this in Canada. Canada is 
one of the wealthiest nations in the 
world, consistently ranked between 
third and eighth in the world by the 
United Nations. But if you isolate 
First Nations people, we rank any-
where from 63 to 68, which means 
we are no better than Third World 
countries.” 

“First Nations poverty is a stain on 
Canada,” he continued. “Canada, if 
it did things right, would be a model 
for the rest of the world, but right 
now, this claim cannot be made.”

Specific issues include a hous-
ing crisis, poor access to quality 
health care and education and 
unemployment rates that reach 
as high as 80–90 per cent in some 
communities. Fontaine also noted 
First Nations communities have a 
suicide rate approximately six-times 
higher than the national average, 
with young men below the age of 
24 particularly susceptible. 

Not content with simply stating 
what the problem is, Fontaine recog-
nized that in order for conditions to 
improve, First Nations people need 
the support of the government and 
the business community. With this 
goal in mind, Fontaine is calling for 
a corporate challenge, where corpo-
rations are encouraged to partner 
with or invest in First Nations 
businesses. 

“The corporate challenge aims 
to benefi t First Nations communi-
ties,” said Fontaine. “Sixty per cent 
of our population is under the age 
of 24. [Since Canada] has an aging 
population, there is no reason why 
the business community cannot take 
advantage of this incredible resource 
offered by our community—creat-
ing a highly skilled, highly mobile 
workforce.”

Fontaine also mentioned the 
Kelowna accord, which aims to 
close the gap between the First 
Nations peoples and the rest of the 
country. The deal, which was the 
result of 18 months of work, pro-
posed $5.1 billion in funding from 
the federal government. While the 
government initially agreed to the 
ideas driving the accord, there have
been no tangible results, noted 
Fontaine. 

“I think we would all agree that 
the money went to a one per cent 
decrease in gst, because that also 
cost $5 billion,” said Fontaine.

Fontaine was quick to dispute 
critics who accuse First Nations of 
poor money management. 

“Many say that there is enough 

money, that the problem is actually 
in structure,” said Fontaine. “Of the 
$9 billion that supposedly goes to 
First Nations, less than $5 billion 
goes to First Nations governments—
these initiatives speak well to people 
who believe that chiefs and councils 
are responsible for everything that is 
wrong with the communities. One 
can’t argue in a reasonable way that 
chiefs and councils are responsible 

for this. What we are seeing is a 
terrible, disingenuous approach 
that says, ‘Blame the victim.’ The 
argument goes that First Nations 
are poor because of the reserve 
system, or because there are too 
many chiefs.”

“For us, the issues that get the 
most coverage are problems,” he 
added. “Once you start talking 
about problems, people despair. 
I would much rather see success 

stories. People don’t know about 
these success stories, these incred-
ible achievements, because they are 
hard to market.”

When asked about the potential 
for a federal election this spring, 
Fontaine said he hopes First 
Nations issues will be included in 
the debates. 

“We want our people to partici-
pate in the electoral process,” said 
Fontaine. “In fact, we are entering 
into the second phase of an initia-
tive with Elections Canada. We 
want our people to be engaged. 
There are at least 63 ridings in
the country where we can make a 
difference.” 

 “It would be unfortunate if an 
election were to be called without 
a resolution of some of the most 
important issues faced by the 
country, including First Nations 
poverty. If there is an election, we 
would hope that the debate would 
include these issues.”

Whether or not there is an elec-
tion, Fontaine will continue his 
work. 

“We are not a mainstream politi-
cal party,” he noted. “My responsi-
bility is to engage with governments 
of all political stripes. We don’t pick 
sides.”

Fontaine, who hails from 
Manitoba, was re-elected to his 
third term as national chief of the 
assembly of Manitoba chiefs in 
July 2006. The national assembly is 
a political organization which acts as 
the voice of First Nations citizens, 
representing 633 communities and 
roughly 800,000 individuals. 

National chief of the Assembly of First Nations Phil Fontaine.

Chris Tait/the Gauntlet
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Students study autism success stories

Women’s centre plans fi rst African exchange program

Keoma Thorne (left) and Danielle Dyke are set to study autism and Asperger’s syndrome.
Geoff MacIntosh/the Gauntlet

Sarelle Azuelos
Gauntlet News

In a bid to make the University of 
Calgary a more diverse community, 
the Women’s Resource Centre is 
working to create an exchange 
program to Kenya. 

Currently, the university does not 
have any exchange programs with 
African universities. Executive direc-
tor of the wrc Stephanie Garrett 
thinks Kenya would be the perfect 
location to hold the fi rst program, 

which she hopes will be available to 
students by winter semester 2008. 

“When you think of interna-
tional exchanges it’s either Europe 
or developing countries, but a lot 
of times you have to speak a certain 
language,” said Garrett. “What’s 
great about Kenya is, although we’d 
encourage students to learn Swahili, 
most people in Kenya speak English 
in the main centres like Nairobi.” 

The proposed program will 
combine university classes and 
work with an African non-

governmental organization.
So far, four programs caught 

the attention of the wrc. The fi rst 
program, Action Now Kenya, works 
with issues of micro-credit with 

women and children in slums. 
Sisters Beyond Boundaries is 

another ngo the wrc is working 
with, which focuses on sexual health 
education in poor communities. 

“We’ve also got a partner-
ship with the Forum for African 
Women Educationalists,” said 
Garrett of the  third partnership. 

Amanda Hu
Sports Assistant

Researchers from the 
University of Calgary, 
University of Manitoba 

and University of Saskatchewan 
are looking to shed some light on 
the often-misunderstood world of 
autism.

The group of professors and stu-
dents from the division of applied 
psychology are conducting a study 
that focuses on 100 youth aged 17–21 
diagnosed with high-functioning 
autism, or Asperger’s syndrome. 
The study is designed to look at 
the under-studied adolescent 
demographic and assess the positive 
aspects of these points in the autism 
spectrum.

“What we’re primarily interested 
in is promoting resiliency and 
successful life transitions in this 
population,” said Danielle Dyke, a 
doctoral-level graduate student and 
co-investigator in the study. “[These 
kids] have unique social and emo-
tional abilities as opposed to social 
and emotional defi cits.”

Dyke added there is existing lit-
erature regarding the link between 
resiliency and the social-emotional 

functioning of typical young adults, 
but there has been little study of 
higher-functioning autistic teen-
agers.

“They are a population that falls 
through the cracks,” Dyke said. 
“[This group] often isn’t supported 

in the community because they 
lack that severity in their cognitive 
challenges. We need to know more 
about them through this research 
and then we can advocate and
lobby for better funding and sup-
port services.”

The testing consists of sev-
eral pencil and paper activities, 
computer tasks and games, 
as well as questionnaires for
the parents and guardians of the 
subjects.

“The tests can actually be

quite fun for the subjects,” said 
Dyke.

The causes of autism and 
Asperger’s syndrome are still 
largely unknown, and whether 
there is a distinction between the 
two is a much-debated topic in the 
medical community.

“There have been a lot of studies 
that try to distinguish between the 
two, but no one has come to any 
conclusive evidence,” explained 
Keoma Thorne, another project 
co-investigator. “That’s why we’re 
looking at different aspects. Taking 
the resiliency approach, they might 
differ depending on how resilient 
they are.”

With the results of the study, the 
team hopes to dispel some of the 
stereotypes in mainstream media 
and pop culture.

“With things like the savant skills, 
it’s only in [approximately] 10 per 
cent of the autistic population,” 
said Thorne. Savant skills refer 
to extraordinary mental abilities 
such as heightened artistic abil-
ity, high-functioning memory or 
mathematical skills. 

“It’s really insignificant but 
people seem to latch onto that,” 
said Thorne.

see exchange program, page 10
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Falun Gong, cont’d from pg. 7 Loan changes, cont’d from pg. 5
reforming standards of living and 
increasing the value of a vehicle that 
students can own.

Advanced Education and 
Technology Minister Doug Horner 
maintained that affordability isn’t 
just about tuition. 

“What we want is [post-second-
ary education]  to be affordable, and 
tuition is only one part of that,” said 
Horner. “I mean you can have cheap 
tuition but if you’re living in Calgary 
maybe the cost of living adjustment 
is a higher priority to some students 
than the tuition side of things. If you 
dropped tuition down to zero, you’re 
not going to get one more student 
into our system today because we 
don’t have the capacity.”

Horner said all announcements 
were a result of consultation with 
students during the A Learning 

Alberta report, released Jun. 6, 
2006.

“We’re going to continue to work 
to make sure that we have the best 
system in place and that it’s acces-
sible for all students,” said Horner. 
“For students that have needs we 
have the programs in place to deal 
with that.”

Horner said he was unable to 
reveal future affordability frame-
work announcments but said they 
would come with the release of the  
provincial budget Apr. 19.  

“I think that you could probably 
look at the A Learning Alberta report 
and just tick off the [announce-
ments,]” said Horner. “There are 
certainly some that need yet to go 
through a process of determining 
wether or not they will move for-
ward.”

gone insane as material for Chinese 
propaganda. 

According to the United Nations 
Falun Gong Human Rights Working 
Group, part of the Chinese govern-
ment’s disinformation campaign 
includes telling the public that 
Falun Gong causes people to die 
or go insane.

Offi cial persecution of the Falun 
Gong began in July 1999 when the 
practice was outlawed as a cult. 
Since then, the un has reported 
over 100,000 practitioners, includ-
ing pregnant women, the elderly and 
young children have been sent to 
labour camps without trial. Those 
accused can be sentenced to up to 18 
years in jail and it has been reported 
that many may suffer torture at the 
hands of their captors.  

“It’s like back in the Cultural 
Revolution,” said Friends of Falun 
Gong club member and fourth-year 
geology student Jenny Yang. 

Before coming to Canada, Yang 
said she had to denounce the Falun 
Gong in schools and in the work-
place for fear of persecution. Even 
an ocean away, Yang cannot escape 
hatred of the Falun Gong.

“Sometimes I still get harass-
ment phone calls—all the way from 
China,” Yang remarked. 

Despite continued persecution, 
practitioners of Falun Gong, both 
within and outside China, risk 
apprehension in their quest to 
reveal the brutal realities facing 
fellow practitioners.

The su displayed  artwork painted 
by Falun Gong practitioners in 

MacEwan Student Centre Tues., 
Mar. 6.

Throughout the day, the gallery 
drew crowds of onlookers who were 
silenced by the graphic paintings of 
Falun Gong being tortured for their 
beliefs. 

“The painting is very touching with 
the baby by the mother’s side,” com-
mented a visiting physics professor 
from Stony Brook University on a 
painting of a Falun Gong mother 
and her baby who were beaten to 
death. “If this happens, I mean, 
really, this baby had nothing to do 
with the Falun Gong. Either the 
government is exaggerating or the 
painting is exaggerating because it’s
impossible to kill a baby of seven 
months.” 

“They’ve designed a gender-
sensitive pedagogy and schools 
that are specific for young girls
at risk of early child marriage and 
pregnancy.” 

“Finally, there was one called 
Carolina for Kibera,” she contin-
ued, noting this group has projects 
focused on health, education and 
gender-specific empowerment. 
About 800,000 people live in the 
slum Kibera with many suffering 
from extreme poverty, aids and 
tuberculosis. 

Exchange students would stay in 
Kenya for either a semester or a full 
school year and the cost would be 
comparable to the regular exchange. 
An exchange program would also  
entail a Kenyan student coming 
to Calgary. While Garrett strongly
supports this, it also poses cost 
issues.

“If the U of C wants to promote 
internationalization, they need to 
take a really strong look at how 
exactly they’re going to attract 
international students from more 
impoverished countries when the 
prices are so incredible for them,” 
said Garrett.
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Israel week culminated last 
Thursday in a screening of 
Obsession, a controversial fi lm—I 
hesitate to call it a documentary—
about violent Islamic extremism 
and the apparent confl ict of ideals 

Breaking the silence on domestic violence

Deconstructing Obsession

Paul Jarvey
Gauntlet Opinions

Women around the globe 
have been celebrating 
International Women’s 

Day in some form since its incep-
tion in the United States in 1909, 
and as Thur., Mar. 8 approaches, 
both male and female critics 
abound, proclaiming the day has 
become unnecessary as women’s 
battles have all been won. 

It is true that in the last 100 years 
women have made tremendous 
gains. During the span of a cen-
tury, women have become people. 
Legally, we have gained the vote, the 
right to education and control over 
our bodies. But despite this lengthy 
list of gains, the tragic murder of 
18-year-old sait student Stephanie 
Novak last week— allegedly at the 
hands of her recent ex-boyfriend 
27-year-old Vuong Minh Vu—pro-
vides a grim reminder of how far 
women still have to come before 
we are truly equal. 

between the Islamic and Christian 
traditions. Don’t let this fool you 
into thinking the fi lm has its feet 
in a solid debate about a clash of 
civilizations. Despite endorse-
ments from mainstream news 
outlets like cnn and fox, the fi lm 
has generated controversy and 
public protests for its clips from 
Arab television showing scenes of 
suicide bombers being recruited, as 
well as for its allegedly pro-Israel 
distribution network.

Many of the film’s screenings 
have encountered dissent. When 
the fi lm was screened recently at 
the University of California in Los 
Angeles, it attracted an audience 

of over 300 alongside dozens of 
protesters. A Jewish organization 
at Pace University in New York was 
pressured by the school’s admin-
istration to cancel a showing last 

November, fearing it would spur 
hate crimes against the university’s 
Muslim students. The University 
of New York at Stony Brook 

Emily Senger
News Editor

Despite women’s equality as 
citizens, incidents of violence 
against women like the one that 
took Novak’s life remain all too 
common. The results of a Statistics 
Canada report released in October 
2006 speak for themselves. 

There were 2,178 female spousal 
homicides in Canada between 1975 
and 2004, compared to just 638 

male spousal homicides. The report 
showed that in 2004, twice as many 
Canadian women were beaten by 
their partners than men. Women 
are more likely to be victims of 
the most severe assaults, includ-
ing chronic, ongoing assault. 
Alberta also has the dubious 
honour of being home to the high-
est rate of spousal homicide and 

domestic abuse of all provinces. 
The report also delivered another 

interesting statistic: Though the 
number of spousal abuse inci-
dents against women across the 
country is on the decline, the 
rate of violence infl icted by boy-
friends has shown a steady increase 
since 2000, and young women 
between the ages of 15 and 24 are 

the most likely victims of assault. 
Eighteen is often a year of big 

changes. For me it meant leaving 
my comfort zone—moving out of 
my parents’ house to a new city, 
beginning post-secondary educa-
tion, forging life-long friendships 
and breaking up with a serious 
boyfriend. For Novak, her 18th year 
also brought all of these things, but 
instead of transitioning into adult-
hood, her life came to a tragic end 
Wed., Feb. 28—slain in her Citadel 
home.

Partner violence can and does 
affect all kinds of women. Black 
women, senior women, disabled 
women, aboriginal women, newly-
wedded women, poor women, rich 
women, lesbians and even young, 
attractive women like Stephanie 
Novak.

While naming a specific day 
as International Women’s Day 
will not end violence against 
women or tragedies like Novak’s 
death, it is important to have 
internationally-recognized days 
not only to celebrate how far 
women have come, but also to 
acknowledge how much there is 
left to do.

see obsession, page 12 
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By Eric Jablonski
There’s a growing trend 

in Canada—environmental 
awareness. 

It wasn’t too long ago that 
environmental issues were 
seen as the responsibility 
of one or two “eco-friendly” 
clubs or advocacy organiza-
tions. 

But as the song goes—the 
times, they are changing. 

In recent years there has 
been a renewed national and 
global awareness on how 
we can all work together to 
ensure a clean environment 
for our current population 
and generations to come. 
This awareness is based on 
a simple approach—small 
regular actions in our daily 
lives can result in huge 
positives for our environ-

SU View:
Get set for Enviropolooza taking place March 12-16! 

ment in the long-term. 
For example—did you know 

paper accounts for 40 per 
cent of Canada’s waste? If we 
all decided to use recyclable 
paper or alternatives such as 
cloth bags instead of paper 
or reusable gift bags instead 
of wrapping paper we could 
reduce Canada’s annual waste 
total signifi cantly. 

Here on campus, the 
University of Calgary has also 
capitalized on the idea that if 
everyone does their part and 
works together, the accumu-
lated effort will mean a big 
payoff for our communities. 
Different clubs and organiza-
tions including the EcoClub, the 
Campus Recycling Board and 
U of C Administration have 
found true strength in numbers 
and joint initiatives. 

The SU is also doing its part. 
In addition to our ongoing recy-
cling and re-use efforts (the 
latest being our recycling bins 
outside That Empty Space), last 
year we launched the very fi rst 
Enviropolooza. The week-long 
event was designed to raise 
awareness and educate the 
university community on 
environmental and sustainable 
issues. I’m happy to announce 
that we will be having another 
Enviropolooza scheduled from 
March 12–16, 2007. 

Enviropolooza is a great time 
to learn more about what you 
can do to help preserve and 
protect our environment. Your 
action counts! This year we 
have some impressive events 
planned including free energy 
conservative light bulbs and 
free coffee, in a reusable mug 

of course! Other key events 
include an EcoFair, a forum 
with the University’s Institute 
for Sustainable Energy, 
Environment and Economy 
(ISEEE), relevant movies and 
a waste audit among others. 

Participating in Enviro-
polooza events is a great way 
to discover easy things you 
can do for the environment. 
The choices you make—big 
and small—really do make a 
difference.

For more information on 
Enviropolooza and sched-
uled events check out the 
Students’ Union web site at 
www.su.ucalgary.ca 

I hope to see everyone at the 
Enviropolooza Events!

The SU View is printed without editorial 
revision and does not refl ect the views of the 

Gauntlet Publications Society. 

also canceled a showing last year 
and a recent showing at McGill saw 
some of the heaviest opposition the 
fi lm has yet received.

It’s easy to see how the fi lm has 
generated opposition. It features 
montages of terrorist bombings 
and speeches by radical Muslim 
leaders waving swords, shout-
ing anti-western rhetoric. An 
Octopus complete with the Star 
of David—tentacles strangling 
the world—makes an appearance 
in a comparison between modern 
‘persuasive art’ and Nazi 
propaganda of the ’40s. There 
is even a ‘terrorist reggae’ music 
video clip—imagine Osama Bin 
Laden meets Shaggy in a perfor-
mance of “Death to America.” It’s 
worth noting that the fi lm makes a 
very careful distinction: The violent 
and religious rhetoric represents 
the view of only a scattered few 
among millions, and it should be 
as much of an affront to Muslims as 
anyone else.

The event’s organizers chose to 
screen the fi lm despite threats that 
on-campus Muslim groups would 
stage a protest. Instead of backing 
down, they presented the event as 
an opportunity for discussion—to 
critique the film and ideally our 
own preconceptions about what 
it means to live alongside other 
religions. Although that’s as poten-
tially naïve as it sounds, it wasn’t far 
from the truth.

What was most surprising was 
that without warning, the debate 
ceased to be a mundane discus-
sion of why a film perpetuating 
negative stereotypes was allowed 
and why an entire group of people 
would be portrayed so unfavour-
ably. People instead began to ask 
why Islamic people are threatened 
by inflammatory documentaries 
such as this one, what makes it so 
diffi cult to discuss the fi lm without 
feeling attacked and why we insist 
on talking in terms of our injuries. 
It was a rare moment—those pres-
ent collectively said “woah” and 
reached beyond the boundaries 
imposed upon them by cultural, lin-
guistic and bureaucratic norms. 

Maybe I’m romanticizing a 
slightly-above-average discussion 
fueled by torrents of midterms 
and beer, but it’s hard not to 
find inspiration when a crowd 
of opposed parties reaches the 
conclusion that the nature of a 
debate—and little else—has been 
fueling a divide between them. 
Whether it was luck, thoughtful 
planning or courage and insight 
in a random handful of students, 
it was nonetheless a moment I won’t 
soon forget.  

Obsession, 
cont’d 
from 
pg. 11



Wed., Feb. 14
The fi rst day of the trip was a travel 

day complete with speedy security 
checks, transfers, dehydration and a 
whole lot of The Departed. The day 
was over in no time. 
Thur., Feb. 15

Sleeping quickly became a way 
of life on the plane, though I only 
adopted this new lifestyle for a short 
time before landing in Hong Kong. 
Once we fi nally made it to Bangkok 
we entered a massive customs line 
complete with a creepy man from 
Hawaii who asked us detailed ques-
tions about where we would be stay-
ing and what we would be doing in 
Bangkok.
Fri., Feb. 16

After checking into our rooms 
a large contingent decided on a 
2 a.m. stroll where we found that, yes, 
Thailand does have 7-11s.

Thanks to a noticeable lack of back 
alleys, garbage is piled in front of 
shops and left on sidewalks in 
Bangkok. Naturally it was garbage 
day, and the sweltering heat pro-
duced a smell almost as pleasant as 
the constant pleas from groups of 
men asking us to come sit with them 
and drink some Sang Som, which 
we could never quite fi gure out the 
ingredients of. Heading back to the 
hotel was easy enough, although one 
team member thought it a good idea 
to grab a tuk-tuk and take it back to 
the hotel. He ended up paying 200 
baht (about $7.20 Canadian) for 
a two-to-three minute ride. Tuk-

tuk drivers always make tourists 
pay an exorbitant price for a ride 
because tourists never know bet-
ter. A metered taxi across the city 
costs only about 100 baht. After free 
breakfast from the hotel everyone 
split up for the day to go explore 
the city and take advantage of cheap 
Thai prices. 

Training was held in the hotel 
swimming pool before the tourna-
ment meet and greet at “The Offi ce” 
bar, which was quite a trek to get to 
since traffi c was horribly bad.

The night was characterized by 
song, merriment and an astound-
ing number of colour-coordinated 
prostitutes trying to get players to 
bring them home. The colours of 
their outfi ts determine how much 
one would have to pay for their ser-
vices. None were brought home. 

Dinos Rugby: one, prostitutes: 
zero.
Sat., Feb. 17 and Sun., Feb. 18

Both days began with early morn-
ings and absolutely no hangovers. 
Players were held responsible for 
their nights, knowing they had 
games to play and did not want to 
jeopardize our chances of winning 
the tournament.

The heat and humidity were a 
deadly combination for a lot of 
Dinos players hailing from the cold, 
dry Calgary climate. Even before 
warm-ups commenced many were 
dripping with sweat just from get-
ting changed under the tent in the 
shade. By the end of warm-ups we 

were swimming and after games we 
were drowning.

Besides the heat, the actual compe-
tition in the tournament was fi erce. 
Our opponents’ playing-style was 
characterized by quick pinches of the 
ball after a tackle. For rugby virgins 
out there, a pinch occurs after a tackle 
is made. The tackler then gets up and 
grabs the ball from the person who 
was tackled and takes off the other 
way. Many Thai university teams 
also instituted a tackling technique 
resembling a swarm, where one 
tackler attacks each limb to bring 
down larger Dinos.

At the end of the tournament we 
had a little celebration as the Dinos 

captured second in the men’s compe-
tition and third in the women’s. 

Dinos Rugby: one, most other 
teams: zero.
Mon., Feb. 19

The plan for the day was to visit 
Bangkok’s Grand Palace and it was 
an amazing experience. The sheer 
size and extensive craftsmanship 
of each building is unbelievable, 
as is the artwork on the walls of the 

interiors. One mural took over 200 
years to complete.

Once through the Grand Palace 
we were off to the fl oating market, 
which involved a series of merchants 
who paddled out to our boat to sell 
us their goods.

In the evening we headed to a 
local establishment where we pro-
ceeded to sample local food and 

While most University of Calgary students spent their reading week loung-
ing on the couch or trying to best their friend in a spirited round of Wii 

Sports boxing, the Dinos’ Rugby team had a different kind of vacation. They 
fl ew 19 hours to Thailand to partake in a rugby tournament, endure a 55 degree 
temperature change, indulge in a few drinks and experience the sights and 
sounds of Bangkok. Gauntlet writer and team member Nickolas Meehan was 
along for the ride and kept track of the team’s Thai adventures.
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Thailand,Thailand,
tackling tackling 
and and tuk-tukstuk-tuks
Story and photos by 
Nickolas Meehan, with 
contributions from Garth 
Paulson
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beverages—all for a reduced cost, 
of course. We also had a chance 
to sample the local lavatories, or 
rather, holes.
Tues., Feb. 20

The first temple we visited in 
Thailand commemorated a battle 
against the Burmese. Unfortunately, 
in a cruel twist of irony the Burmese 
came back later and stole everything 
from the temple. It was a massive 
structure and we felt like we were on 
top of the world after climbing the 

eroded stairs. The small enclosed area 
at the top held eight golden Buddhas 
placed in a circle, and was infested 
with bats. All we could smell was bat 
feces and urine. An unlucky few even 
got urinated on. No one stayed much 
longer than it took to snap a quick 
photo or two with a Buddha.

 Dinos Rugby: zero, bats: one.
This night was our last in Bangkok 

so a large contingency of us stepped 
out for a night on the town, where 
there was surprisingly not much of a 
night life. Bars jockeyed for our busi-
ness as we seemed to bring a party 
along with us.

 Dinos Rugby: one, Bangkok 
nightlife: zero.
Thur., Feb. 22

We next took a ferry to Ko Samet 
in the morning and spent the whole 
day on the beach playing beach rugby, 
tanning and burning. At night we took 
a trip to Pattaya and Walking Street 
to watch “authentic” Thai kickboxing 
outside of a gentleman’s club advertis-
ing “real dolls.” The fi ghts were good 
for a while until we all caught on to 
them not being so authentic.
Sat., Feb. 24

A bus ride back into Bangkok went 

well after an early morning packing 
frenzy. Once we arrived, the team 
headed straight to the fi elds to play 
an exhibition game against the 
Bangkok Bangers. Unfortunately, the 
game didn’t start for another two and 
half hours so we had to wait in the 
sweltering heat before we could get 
changed and warmed up. Despite the 
delays, the game itself was a huge suc-
cess, not only for the Dinos because 
we won, but also because the guys on 
the Bangers were stand-up fellows 
and didn’t play particularly dirty. 
Dinos: one, Bangers: zero.

Sun., Feb. 25
We woke up very early in order to 

catch the bus by 7 a.m. Our fl ight left 
at 11 a.m., leaving us with plenty of 
time to realize our tour guide was try-
ing to swindle 500 baht out of each of 
us before leaving. Apparently, there’s 
a 500 baht tax for leaving the coun-
try. Our guide wanted to collect it 
from each of us before we got on the 
plane, even though the amount was 
included in our tickets. 

Dinos Rugby: one, Tour guide: 
zero.
 Final Tally

Dinos Rugby: 5, Thailand: 1.
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Hoang-Mai Hong
Gauntlet Entertainment

In an age where stories of dead 
D-list celebrities and Britney 
Spears’ buzz cuts and baby 

blunders are breaking news, the 
media landscape is found wanting 
for something a little more substan-
tial. Luckily, there exists the noble 
documentary, which has thankfully 
become ever-more popular in the 
post-Fa nstream 
media. Bringing lesser known world 
issues to pop-culture’s forefront, the 
documentary has proved to be a life-
preserver for an increasingly dull, 
apathetic media.

For the past four years, Movies 
that Matter, the pet project of the 
University of Calgary’s Trimedia 
organization
and nutv) 
has fl ourished under these condi-
tions, being the fount for current and 
award-winning docs. Held every fi rst 
Monday of the month for the past 
year at the Epcor Centre for the 
Performing Arts Engineered Air 
Theatre, mtm is back on campus 
for a mini film festival, running 
Mar. 14–16.

“Movies that Matter is known for 
provocative and timely documen-
taries,” says fi lm prog
mtm co-founder An
specifi c fi lms we’ve c
festival] deal with terr
rights, social justice and
the world fi nds itself in

This year’s lineup looks to be of 
the usual high caliber, and boasts 
several fi lms ranging from political 
to artistic.

Wednesday, March 14th (ST 148)
6 p.m. – 7:45 p.m. - State of Fear: 
The Truth About Terrorism
8 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. - The Fall of Fujimori
Thursday, March 15th (MFH 162)
6 p.m. – 7:45 p.m. - Kurt Cobain: Abou
8 p.m. – 9:30 p.m. - Pirate Radio USA
Friday, March 16th (MFH 162)
6 p.m. – 9 p.m. - The Empire in Africa

Check out www.moviesthatmatter.org or 
page 23 for more info and full listings.
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m i n i f e s t i v a l

M o v i e s t h a t M a t t e r

Mini festival aims to bring the doc series back to campus

When debating the most infl uential musical fi gures 

of the past quarter century, the name Kurt Cobain is 

brought up constantly. Despite being one of the most 

prominent fi gures of his time, Cobain’s reluctance to 

fame and elusive public persona made him diffi cult for 

fans to get to know. His distrust of the media certainly 

didn’t help matters.

Despite Cobain’s preference for solitude, journalist 

Michael Azerrad managed to conduct extensive inter-

views with Nirvana for his book Come As You Are: The 

Story of Nirvana. Widely considered the defi nitive book 

on the band, it was published a scant six months before 

Cobain’s demise. Given the book’s success, it was inevi-

table that a documentary version would emerge, and 

in 2006 fi lmmaker A.J. Schnack teamed with Azerrad 

to transform 25 hours of Cobain interviews into Kurt 

Cobain About a Son.

Comprised of Cobain’s remembrances of his life, 

beginning with his childhood and progressing up to 

Nirvana’s emergence, About a Son lays the interviews 

overtop of a wide array of footage, usually related 

to what Cobain’s talking about. For example, when 

Cobain reminisces about his childhood in Aberdeen, 

Washington, we see footage of the town. When Cobain 

talks about his father taking him to work at the logging 

yard, we see footage of a logging yard. The approach 

doesn’t detract from what Cobain’s discussing, but 

rarely enhances it.

Despite the visual elements being a bit drab, About 

a Son features solid editing and good use of incidental 

music. Cobain’s frank and honest manner alone is worth 

the hour and a half spent listening to him. Throughout 

the fi lm, two messages are obvious: Kurt Cobain was 

cripplingly self-aware, and the speculation as to his 

suicide should be considerably less so. The fi rst con-

tention is pretty obvious from the get-go, with Cobain 

discussing his relationship with his father, his mother 

and the various other people in his life—including 

Courtney Love and Nirvana bandmates Dave Grohl 

and Krist Novoselic.

The second message is much more subtle. Throughout 

the fi lm, Cobain mentions living in chronic pain from a 

combination of scoliosis and a severe stomach ailment. 

Cobain repeatedly mentions how his stomach plagued 

him throughout his music career, citing how the pain 

went away when he used drugs. He also repeatedly men-

tions suffering from depression, and at one point fl at-out 

states he had thought about killing himself.

Even though he’s been dead for nearly 13 years, fans 

of Kurt Cobain can get a chance to get to know him with 

About a Son. While containing no Nirvana song clips 

or footage of Cobain himself, the exposure to all the 

Cobain interviews makes the fi lm worthwhile. It may 

just be Kurt Cobain talking for an hour and a half, but 

that’s defi nitely not a bad thing.

..Ryan Pike

r e v i e w sr e v i e w s

A b o u t a S o n

While ‘war criminal’ might be the easy label to slap 

onto someone wanted by the United Nations for cor-

ruption, kidnapping and murder, The Fall of Fujimori

suggests there is no such easy answer. In fact, any answer 

at all becomes eventually irrelevant in director Ellen 

Perry’s award-winning documentary. The fi lm’s aim 

isn’t to judge Alberto Fujimori, the disgraced former 

president of Peru, but to point to a larger message, and 

a warning of what can happen when a government gets 

caught up in a war on terrorism. 

When Fujimori—the son of poor Japanese immigrant 

parents—was elected to the Peruvian presidency in 1990, 

his posters were plastered with the popular slogan “I am 

you.” While very different physically from the majority 

of the population, his good intentions and initial success 

bringing Peru out of an economic depression and sup-

pressing both terrorist groups and the illegal drug fl ow  

earned him two more terms as president. However, it 

was the handling of the country’s destructive terrorist 

groups, the Tupac Amaru Revolutionary Movement 

and the Shining Path, which led Fujimori to abandon-

ing human rights in favour of security, and made his 

government just as responsible for the massive toll on 

life as the terrorists themselves. 

Initially, the whole country was happy that  Fujimori 

brought some form of peace, some even going so far to 

proclaim, “These bastards [the Shining Path] need to 

be destroyed, even if it looks bad to human rights and 

the international media.” The bodies and destruction 

are, in a way, Fujimori’s response. 

The story of Fujimori’s rise and fall is incredibly 

compelling, in need of no embellishment, and the fi lm 

recognizes this. The director calls it a “Shakespearian 

tragedy,” complete with all the necessary elements. His 

wife is bitter and estranged, even running against her 

husband later on in the fi lm, claiming he was changed 

and power hungry since his election. His fi ercely loyal 

daughter even shows up alongside a cruel and diabolic 

enemy. 

The fi lm presents these elements through interviews 

the director conducted with Fujimori at the time of his 

exile, using the former leader as a lens to examine his 

presidency. This is supplemented with news footage and 

interviews with his daughter Keiko, noted journalists 

and Peruvian legislators. Though it’s a relatively limited 

view, it is appropriate in this case, encapsulating the 

incredible and complex events.

The drama of the fi lm hasn’t had a lot of coverage 

in the North American media, perhaps making the 

events that unfold all the more shocking. The Fall of 

Fujimori is concerned with the state of the world, and 

a revelation for anyone interested in power, terror and 

the politics of fear.

..Hoang-Mai Hong

T h e F a l l o f F u j i m o r i

The documentary State of Fear takes on a subject that 

is not well-known to most Canadians: the 1980–2000

battle between the Peruvian government and a group 

of Peruvian Marxist guerrillas called the Shining Path. 

The stories and images contained in the fi lm, however, 

are all too familiar. They tell of a president who uses a 

terrorist attack on his country to gain unprecedented 

powers, and a people who let him because they are will-

ing, in the words of one of the fi lm’s interviewees “to 

exchange democracy for security.”

That this story has echoes in George W. Bush’s war 

on terror is clearly not a coincidence, but it’s hard to 

know how deliberate the fi lmmaker’s attempt to draw 

parallels is. Should Americans, and perhaps Canadians, 

genuinely fear that the same thing that happened in Peru 

might happen here, or is the fi lm’s American director, 

Pamela Yates, exaggerating the parallels to convince 

North Americans it could happen here? Most people 

will need to do further research to fi nd out. But given 

the lack of attention that has been paid to this subject 

to date, that could only be a good thing.

If this chapter in Peruvian history remains unknown 

to most people outside the country, it’s not because 

it’s insignifi cant—some 70,000 people were ultimately 

killed. Two of the fi lm’s interviewees, a former child 

soldier recruited by the Shining Path and a former 

Peruvian army officer in particular, are absolutely 

riveting.  Recounting the acts of horrifi c brutality they 

committed, the two men show ghastly little emotion. 

But they don’t seem callous as a result. They seem to feel 

that they were merely doing what anyone would do in a 

similar situation, and they’re probably right. Even if the 

Canadian and American militaries have exercised more 

restraint than Peru’s, State of Fear makes it clear they 

could follow a similar course if left unchecked.

The fi lm could have made this point just as effec-

tively, however, without a narrator whose commentary 

is frequently unnecessary and often incredibly melo-

dramatic. Some of the people interviewed in State of 

Fear are more compelling than others, but all of them 

are more compelling than the narrator.

Because of the efforts of many of the people featured 

in the fi lm, today Peru is starting to recover from this 

dark part of its past. Peruvians are determined, as one 

of them observes, that, “No country and no person 

anywhere in the world should ever have to repeat our 

experience.” Even despite it’s occasional ham-fi stedness, 

State of Fear leaves its audience with one unmistakable 

notion: If it could happen in South America, it could 

happen a little bit farther north as well.

..Kenzie Love

S t a t e o f F e a r

Online exclusive:

Sierra Leone has some of the richest 

exports of any country, including diamonds, 

iron and bauxite, and yet is considered by the 

United Nations to be the poorest nation in 

the world. This is largely due to the exploita-

tion of Sierra Leone’s resources by foreign 

interests sending all profi ts abroad, leaving 

the small African nation to starve. The 

confl ict, and the suffering it subsequently 

infl icted, was largely caused by the hands of 

a government more interested in the foreign 

infl uence from business than the well being 

of their populace.

Read the rest of Jeff Clemens’ review online at 
http://gauntlet.ucalgary.ca.
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Kyle Francis
Entertainment Editor

Violent and outrageous, 300 
tells the bronze-age story 
of 300 Spartans’ show-

down against a million invading 
Persians with a visual style not 
unlike a train colliding with a herd 
of cattle. While the bombastic cin-
ematography is immediately jarring, 
300’s over-the-top chic wouldn’t be 
nearly as successful or entertaining 
without it. 

Based on Frank Miller’s graphic 
novel of the same name, little time 
is wasted establishing the Spartans 
as a brutish and blood-thirsty 
lot—the kind of people who send 
their children out to fi ght wolves in 
the mountains when they’re adoles-

cents. Playing on western culture’s 
gut reaction to such barbarism, 
writer/director Zack Snyder spins 
the scene off with music-video cool, 
presenting a Spartan value that 
becomes one of the fi lm’s dominant 
motifs: Violence is glory. 

Sepia saturation, fast zooms 
and film speed are all exploited 
to accentuate just how awesome 
the oily guys stabbing each other 
look—cg blood fl inging dramati-
cally off of each swipe of sword or 
spear. With monstrous, grotesque 
villains more at home in a video-
game boss gallery than any point 
in history, the legendary quality of 
the aesthetic is made explicit. It’s a 
timeless tale told again and again, 
like an ancient game of telephone 
from Spartan to Spartan—even-
tually making its way to the fi lm, 
and to the audience. In this way, 
the overblown details, colloquial 
English dialogue and incredible 

violence are not only justifi ed, but 
actually contribute to the unique 
storytelling. 

There isn’t much to 300 in terms of 
plot, but Snyder does a good enough 
job establishing each Spartan as an 
individual person despite his nec-
essary focus on a handful of them. 
It’s nothing award-winning, but it’s 
certainly enough to carry it between 
fi ghts with rhinos and ancient hand 
grenades. 

The story goes on to make a 
couple of not-so-subtle references 
to the Iraq war, but instead of 
choking on its politics like so many 
ham-fi sted blockbusters, it takes a 
slightly higher road. In a moderately 
clever way that may not have even 
been intentional, 300 pits the actual 
history of Thermopylae against the 
fi lm’s depiction of it, asking whether 
the Americans are represented by the 
Spartans or the Persians. Depending 
on the audience’s views, they could 

be the militarily unstoppable, jus-
tifi ed defenders of honour, or the 
vicious, terrifying aliens. 

Many comparisons have been 
drawn between the Spartans and 
the Americans by the right-wing 
media already, but it’s important 
to remember that the Spartans 
were the ones being invaded by the 
unstopable military force, regardless 
of what Persia has evolved into pres-
ently. Also, Spartans were polytheis-
tic pagans, not Judeo-Christians. So, 
while the fi lm may promote the glory 
of war and violence, it isn’t winning 
anyone over with its  intentionally 
or unintentionally confused politik. 
Regardless of intention, though, the 
social commentary is abandoned at 
the question mark, leaving more 
room for stabbing and hitting. 

The music rounds out this fusion 
of an ancient story with a contempo-
rary presentation, swaying between 
hard guitar riffs and an epic, oper-

atic theme. Though it froths at the 
mouth, begging for attention like the 
rest of the fi lm, the score never feels 
overpowering. Conversely, it never 
quite achieves the seductive quality of 
the visuals, but that isn’t necessarily 
a bad thing.

Every aspect 300 is completely 
saturated in testosterone, often 
to the point where the stunning 
battle sequences could be accused 
of manipulation. Simply put, the 
fi lm makes watching people die so 
much fun that it’s easy to forget the 
violence is its only endgame. While it 
makes sense within the context of the 
story being told, the explicit violence 
is about as deep as the movie goes, 
and ultimately it’s all the audience 
is left with. Fortunately for Snyder, 
though, that should be enough for 
most people. 

With it’s arresting visual style, 
300 is like no other fi lm. In many 
ways it’s a par-for-the-course epic 
bloodfest, but its unique aesthet-
ics and the genuinely interesting 
delivery make it worth a watch 
both for fi lm nerds and those look-
ing for a fun action movie to absorb 
an evening. No one will accuse it 
of subtlety, but there certainly is a 
universal appeal—or call it morbid 
fascination—to 300’s unrelenting, 
beautiful violence. 

300 opens in theatres everywhere Fri., Mar. 9.

1 6   M A R C H  0 8 . 0 7   G A U N T L E T  E N T E R T A I N M E N T

f i l m r e v i e w

F r a n k M i l l e r ’ s 3 0 0

The very best violence

co
ur

te
sy

 W
ar

ne
r B

ro
th

er
s



G A U N T L E T  E N T E R T A I N M E N T  M A R C H  0 8 . 0 7   1 7

Getting pissed at the Castle with Guidenpist

m u s i c i n t e r v i e w

G u i d e n p i s t

Andrea Campbell
Gauntlet Entertainment

We can play all 71 of our 
songs in 23 minutes, so 
beat that!” announces 

Curt Christensen, lead vocalist of 
local punk rock band Gudenpist.  

Though the 25-year-old leader 
admits his calculations might be 
slightly off, the energy and bravado 
behind his boast are genuine.  The 
band’s metal and punk infl uences 
combine into an original “punk 
funk” sound that focuses on keeping 
the energy high at their shows.  Their 
main impetus is to build momentum, 
both onstage and in the mosh pit.

“We don’t want too much dead air 
time between our songs,” explains 
Ryan Delnick, the band’s bassist. “If 
we keep it going it keeps the crowd 
going.” 

Gudenpist has been keeping 
their crowds going since their fi rst 
show in July 2005 at the Castle Pub.  
Sponsored by the Calgary Beer Core 
(cbc), the show lined up established 
bands with emerging groups.  The 
cbc describe themselves on their 
MySpace page as a local collective of 
“hardcore kids, punks, metal heads, 
skaters and the likes [sic]” dedicated 
to fostering the local punk rock/metal 
scene.  cbc shows thrive on the energy 
created by the bands and circulated 
through the crowd, but sometimes 
bands need to build a following before 
they can start gathering speed.

“The fi rst time we played the Castle, 
everyone just kind of stood around 
watching us,” says Mike Courtney, 
the band’s drummer.  “The last time 
we were there, the crowd was chant-
ing our name for more.”  

Gudenpist built their fan base over 
the last year and a half by playing 
shows with other bands in the cbc.  
After releasing two eps this past year, 
the band had the support to record 
a longer album, abandoning their 
credo of only playing their music 
in short spurts.  

Gudenpist will launch their fi rst 
full-length album, Dr. Good and 
Mr. Pist at the Stetson Mar., 17, 
playing along with Seven Deadly 
Sins and The Piss-offs. While the 
album boasts a longer run-time 
than their previous work, the band 
promises to keep the music coming 
fast and furious at their live shows.  
They often fi nish their set before the 
crowd is through with them.  

“We get that a lot,” says Delnick. 
“We’ll fi nish a set and the crowd 
goes, ‘Oh, one more, do one 
more!’” 

Curt Christensen prefers to plow 
through, adding, “I like playing lots 
of songs in a row because my head’s 
usually pounding so hard that I just 
want to get it over with.  In the last 
show, I got nailed in the face with 
a microphone, and I lost a chunk 
off the top of one of my teeth. It 
took two weeks for the sensitivity 
to come back.”

That incident isn’t the only orth-
odontic crisis the band has faced.  
Gudenpist’s members share a bond 
that runs deeper than a root canal.   

The band mates’ experiences 
in the chair serve as a source of 
camaraderie, but also as inspira-
tion for their metal-edged punk, 
with songs such as “Novacaine” and 
“He’s Pissed Off and He’s Pulling 
Teeth.”  While Gudenpist draws 

on their collective dental histories 
as material, the subject matter of 
their new album runs the gamut 
from shisha to Oompa Loompas, 
veering away from social issues or 
loaded manifestos.

“We don’t try to send a message or 

anything like that,” Justin Courtney 
explains. 

“We’re not trying to be a crazy 
political band,” Delnick adds. 
“We’re just trying to have fun.” 

Guidenpist plays at the Castle Pub Sat., Mar. 17. 

“



1 8   M A R C H  0 8 . 0 7   G A U N T L E T  E N T E R T A I N M E N T

Think hard. Year round?
Continue your studies this Spring and Summer at U of C.

UCALGARY.CA

Kevin De Vlaming
Gauntlet Entertainment

Shoot the brain and not the 
chest, head shots are the very 
best!”

So chants a chorus of schoolchil-
dren merrily, as they go about their 
daily ‘outdoor training’—hands-on 
lessons in fending off zombie attacks. 
The scene is a sunny American 
school fi eld, sometime in the ’50s. 
The image of the politically-correct 
nuclear family is on the rise, and 
everything perpetually gives off a 
false sense of wellness. Except, of 
course, for the fl esh-hungry living 
dead. 

“It’s structured like a boy-and-
his-dog movie,” says Fido director 
Andrew Currie. “But on a deeper 
level there’s a socio-political satire 
about homeland security, like Bush 
wanting to add a massive fence 
extension to the Mexican border. 
On a broader level, it was meant to 
be about xenophobia.”

As could be deduced, Fido is 
not a regurgitation of Shaun of 
the Dead’s zombie-flick satire. 
On the contrary, Fido presents a 
refreshing approach to those pasty 
brain-dead cannibals who seem to 
gravitate toward areas stocked with 

conveniently-located shotguns. In 
the world of Fido, gigantic fences 
protect the population-centres in 
the States from roaming hoards 
of wild undead. Within the cities, 
technology has been developed to 
domesticate the zombies. Electric 
collars  suppress the desire for fl esh 
and city zombies are kept as slaves, 
servants and pets. 

Enter the Robinsons, a dysfunc-
tional suburban family struggling 
to keep up appearances as a con-
formist, normal family. To keep 
up with the other families on the 
block, the Robinsons purchase 
their own pet zombie, much to 
the distaste of the undead-fearful 
dad Bill. In his film debut, K’Sun 
Ray plays Bill’s neglected son 
Timmy, and sells the role of an 
innocently objective youth who 
raises some uncomfortable ques-
tions perfectly. 

Billy Connolly plays an unchar-
acteristically mute role as Timmy’s 
household zombie. His charm, 
however, still manages to shine 
through the blue-grey makeup and 
prosthetic signs of decay. Even as 
he gnaws an elderly lady’s arm off, 
Connolly as Fido is somehow cute 
and endearing.

“I’d seen his stand-up, and 
thought he was very funny,” says 
Currie. “He’s such a great physi-
cal actor, and can express so much 
with his eyes. He read the script 

and loved it, and was just a natural 
choice for the role.”

Connolly shows surprising 
on-screen chemistry with Carrie-
Anne Moss, who plays Timmy’s 
mom Helen. The chemistry comes 
through in Helen’s budding affection 
for a post-mortem stiff who seems 
more capable of compassion than 
her husband. It’s surprising only 
because Helen passes her time 
subserviently cooking and baking 
treats for her husband, while Fido 
prefers growling gutturally at the 
sky. This depiction of something 
usually portrayed as ‘scary’ fi tting 
in with the familiar and mundane 
is a device frequently employed 
throughout the fi lm. 

“It’s very much in the vein of some-
thing like Edward Scissorhands,” says 
Currie. “The violence in the fi lm is 
really done with the intent of humor, 
rather than with the intent to actually 
frighten.”

Fido is what would happen if 
Lassie humped a monochromatic 
dog-corpse in Pleasantville, and 
the resulting Technicolor offspring 
replaced Reese Witherspoon’s 
character as a catalyst for social 
change. If this sounds intriguing, 
it’s because it is; this extremely witty 
fi lm is not to be missed by zombie-
lovers and fans of offbeat, quirky 
comedy alike. 

Fido opens Canada-wide Fri., Mar. 16.

f i l m i n t e r v i e w

F i d o

“

Welcome to...

“It’s very much in the 
vein of something like 
Edward Scissorhands.”

-Andrew Currie, 
Director of Fido
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s p u n A L B U M  R E V I E W S

Artists often spend most of their careers 

attempting to recreate past success, subse-

quently releasing 62 consecutive albums, 

each sounding  like the last. In the case of 

Maria Taylor’s Lynn Teeter Flower, past 

success is examined and reworked, but not 

beaten to death.

On her debut 11:11, Maria Taylor’s ability 

to sing stories with her silky voice shone 

through quiet instrumentation and dreamy 

pop grooves. Lynn Teeter Flower shows a 

subtle progression from 11:11, containing all 

of the same elements in a more mature, relaxed 

realm. The production is thicker, the vocals are 

layered and the storytelling is as vivid as ever. 

After the simultaneous release of the folk-

inspired I’m Wide Awake, It’s Morning and 

the electronic, synth-laden Digital Ash in a 

Digital Urn in 2005, fans began to speculate 

over which direction Bright Eyes would take 

in their next effort. The new Four Winds ep 

suggests that, despite his split musical per-

sonality, Conor Oberst has reconciled the two 

styles, blending his familiar soft acoustic side 

with experimental electronic sounds.

One of the major impacts on Oberst’s song-

writing this time around is the addition of 

instrumentalists Nate Walcott and Mike 

Mogis to the Bright Eyes mix. Though their 

presence has been apparent on previous 

Let’s get something out of the way: The Arcade Fire’s second album, Neon Bible, 

could never hope to live up to the hyperbolic accolades and devotion sur-

rounding the band since their 2004 debut, Funeral. As arguably the most important 

album of the year, Neon Bible was set up for an enormous amount of scrutiny and 

adoration long before it ever saw the light of day. What people will likely fi nd, if 

they can divorce themselves from the ever-growing Arcade Fire mythology long 

enough to actually listen to Neon Bible, is a competent collection of downcast gothic 

dirges with many great moments, and even more fl aws.

From the fi rst few moments of album opener “Black Mirror,” it’s clear Neon Bible 

is both bigger and darker than its predecessor. Understandably, the results of these 

two sonic shifts are mixed. Though Funeral was grand in its scope, Neon Bible 

steps things up a few levels. The band has always had an orchestral bend, but here 

it occasionally threatens to overcome the songs themselves. String sections, horns, 

kettle drums, choirs and a ubiquitous pipe organ populate every spare space on the 

album. Sometimes the band uses these elements to great effect, such as on “Keep 

the Car Running,” but more often than not, they just serve to distance listeners 

from Win Butler’s emotive voice—the band’s greatest strength.

Unfortunately, when Butler’s voice does take centre stage, it lacks the immediacy 

that made Funeral a cathartic drug. Though Funeral was an album about death, it 

was ultimately uplifting as the band revelled in life. Neon Bible, on the other hand, 

deals with the price of fame along with less personal political issues. In the end, 

the band simply isn’t as accomplished handling global subject matter as they are 

talking about balding family trees and youthful vigour. This is most evident on 

“Black Mirror” and “Windowsill,” whose contrived politics would look stupid 

even among collections of bad adolescent poetry.

Despite these issues, Neon Bible is far from a terrible album, but it’s just as far 

from a great one. Even at their lowest, the Arcade Fire is a thoroughly talented and 

ambitious band; Neon Bible just has too many missteps to merit all the importance 

already heaped upon it.

..Garth Paulson  

Despite 44 years on the road and in the studio, 

blues vocalist, guitarist and harp player John 

Hammond sounds vibrant and re-born on his 

latest release, Push Comes To Shove. Forsaking 

the convenience of ProTool’s digital enhance-

ments, the blues veteran purposefully recorded 

the sessions live in analogue format to obtain 

a dirty, authentic and vital sound.

Producer G. Love, a.k.a. Garrett Dutton, (once 

dubbed the ‘hip-hop John Hammond’) wisely 

allows his hero’s strengths to dominate the pro-

ceedings. Hammond’s weathered vocals and 

gut-wrenching harp are supported by a mean, 

rocking rhythm section comprised mostly of 

his long-time touring band. 

Bright Eyes

Four Winds EP

(Saddle Creek)

records, they have now been named as per-

manent members, a title belonging only to the 

two and Oberst himself. On Four Winds, the 

trio makes a tight unit and explores territory 

outside of the regular Bright Eyes milieu—the 

colorful, mellow groove of “Stray Dog Free-

dom” sits in contrast to the agitated rocker 

“Cartoon Blues,” with the latter boasting some 

of Bright Eyes’ strangest and most compelling 

use of electronic sounds yet. 

Four Winds is a perfect step forward for the 

new Bright Eyes, and an optimistic look 

towards their forthcoming summer lp, 

Cassadaga.

..Darren Young

Maria Taylor

Lynn Teeter Flower

(Saddle Creek) 

This is not to say that Lynn Teeter Flower is 

recycled material from 11:11. Maria Taylor is 

simply getting comfortable with herself, both 

musically and personally. On the track “Smile 

and Wave,” Taylor quips, “She’s got a rich sense 

of style / a believable smile / I don’t.”

There was no need for Lynn Teeter Flower 

to spin Maria Taylor in an entirely new 

direction. She would much rather take one 

elegant step forward at a time. Although this 

may not indicate that she will ever progress far 

beyond the style she has crafted for herself, it 

is a safe bet the formula will never be tagged 

and bagged.

..Darren Young

John Hammond

Push Comes To Shove

(EMI/Back Porch)

Hammond contributes five rare original 

tunes to the mix, while the rest are gritty 

interpretations of some of his favourite blues 

standards, including Junior Wells’ “Come On 

In This House,” and Little Walter’s “Everything 

Gonna Be Alright.” There’s also a funked-up 

version of G. Love’s “Butter” and a slightly 

hip-hopped treatment of Sonny Thompson’s 

“I’m Tore Down.” 

While Push Comes To Shove is a strong blues 

album in glorious tradition, it also reveals a 

newly founded sense of urgency from a proven 

blues legend. 

..Ken Clarke 

The Arcade Fire

Neon Bible

(Merge)



Kevin De Vlaming
Gauntlet Entertainment 

The Pillowman  is not a 
fairy tale. Children should 
not attend this play, nor 

should adults in search of fl uffy, 
light-hearted entertainment. 
Written by Irish playwright Martin 
MacDonagh, The Pillowman gar-
nered extensive critical praise 
during its recent run on Broadway. 
Heralded as a potent psychological 
thriller, MacDonagh’s contempo-
rary statement on civil rights 
and the darker side of humanity 
went on to win a series of awards, 
including multiple Tonys as well 
as the prestigious Olivier Award 
for best new play. As local groups 
Ground Zero Theatre and Hit & 
Myth Productions team up to bring 
the play to Calgary, the question 
is whether local audiences will be 
able to stomach The Pillowman’s 
controversial content in order to see 
the compelling story at its root. 

“It will defi nitely generate some 
visceral responses,” says Andy 
Curtis, who plays a determined 
investigator in a horrific mul-
tiple-murder case. “In previous 
productions there were points 
where they would count a dozen 
people leaving, thinking, ‘Okay this 
is too much for me!’ It’s sick shit, 
yet it’s funny too—with the kind 
of laughs that you catch as they’re 
coming out.”

Curtis plays Tupolski, an exten-
sion of the totalitarian police state 
which has come to dominate 
MacDonagh’s fictional society. 
Tupolski is charged with ques-
tioning Katurian, a fi ction writer 

t h e a t r e p r e v i e w

T h e P i l l o w m a n whose tales of grisly murder bear 
striking resemblance to a series 
of actual events unfolding in the 
local township. Katurian, played by 
Ryan Luhning, claims he is merely 
an innocent storyteller, prompting 
the grimly resolute Tupolski into 
the application of extreme measures 
in his pursuit of a confession.

“One of the things that actors 
have to be cautious about is to 
not impose their judgments upon 
a character,” says Curtis. “Even if 
you fi nd yourself thinking, ‘Man, 
this character is a piece of shite!,’ 
you have to get past that, get into the 
character and the authenticity of the 
story, and not judge the character’s 
heart too harshly.”

For the audience, abstaining 
from judgment of Tupolski or his 
fellow investigator Ariel (played by 
David Trimble) may prove a more 
diffi cult task. Though the play is 
saturated with black comedy, the 
laughs would be hard-pressed to 
divert attention from the propen-
sity of its characters to commit 
unconscionable acts in the name 
of justice. Curtis likens the dis-
torted mentality of those involved 
with MacDonagh’s police state to 
that held by the Nazi’s. 

“Yeah, of course there were mon-
strous, sadistic, horrible people,” 
says Curtis, “But then there were 
people that were just doing their 
job, caught up in the horrors of it 
all—which can create allowance to 
give vent to your innermost sadistic 
impulses.” 

Curtis, while maintaining that 
The Pillowman  isn’t intended 
wholly as an allegory to represent 
real-life current events, points out 
that the play does still raise ques-
tions pertinent to contemporary 
issues. To illustrate this, he men-
tions such recent civil rights con-

troversies as were centered around 
the prisons at Guantanamo Bay and 
Abu Ghraib. 

“There are certainly echoes of 
our society in The Pillowman,” 
says Curtis. “In some ways, you 
could read the play as being about 
the sort of spook-run c.i.a. pris-
ons in foreign territories in which 
abuses of power occur, about some 
of the nasty shit the American sol-
diers were doing over there in the 
name of good.”

Contemporary relevance aside, 
The Pillowman presents a unique 
narrative on human motivation 
and the lengths some will go to 

accomplish what they believe is 
right. Curtis also insists there 
are some shreds of redeeming 
humanity to be found in The 
Pillowman, despite its darker 
undertones.

“The Pillowman  touches on 
themes of good versus evil, and 
freedom versus repression,” says 
Curtis. “It explores how the grey 
area in-between those polarities 
seems to exist on a sliding scale, 
depending on the current political 
situation.”

The Pillowman runs from Fri., Mar. 8 to 
Sun., Mar. 25 at the Studio at Vertigo Theatre. 

Ticket information is available at 221-3708. 

A Broadway dystopia
Ground Zero brings award winning play to Calgary

Andy Curtis practices his Jack Bauer interrogation technique. 
courtesy Bottom Line Productions
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CONCERTS

THEATRE

MISC.

SPORTS

1. Movies That Matter invades campus with 
a series of screenings that will educate, 
illuminate and stimulate your mind.

2. Bad news, gang. The Dinos seasons are 
over. Yes, all of them. But they’ll be back in 
September.

3. Three years later, the Flames fi nally get to 
face the Tampa Bay Lightning in a Stanley 
Cup Finals rematch on Saturday night.

4. The fi nal exam schedule is on the registrar’s 
website. Find out when you’re fi nally free 
from the university’s clutches... until spring 
classes start up in May.

5. Bermuda Shorts Day returns in just over a 
month. This week, search for the tackiest pair 
of shorts available.

T H I N G S  T O  D O

Sit back and enjoy the Cripple of an 
Inishmaan in Max Bell Theatre

Mar. 8–11 and 13–14. Tickets are 

$17.55 to $64.50 at Ticketmaster.

One Yellow Rabbit presents Bless 

in Big Secret Theatre beginning 

Wed., Mar. 14. Tickets are $14 at 

Ticketmaster.

Alberta Theatre Projects showcases 

Tempting Providence in Martha 

Cohen Theatre Mar. 13–14. Tickets 

are $15 to $44 at Ticketmaster.

The U of C’s Drunk on Monday 

troupe conducts DSI: Drunk Scene 
Investigation in the Studio Theatre 

Thur., Mar. 8 at 10:30 p.m. $2.

The Wheatmonkeys, Duck! and Axis 

of Conversation chat up Broken City 

Thur., Mar. 8 at 8 p.m.

Meat Loaf ladles out rock inside the 

Saddledome Thur., Mar. 8 at 

7:30 p.m. Tickets are $45.50 to 

$89.50 at Ticketmaster.

Matt Masters and Gordie Tentrees

invade That Empty Space Fri., Mar. 9 

from 3 p.m. until 6 p.m. As per usual, 

this show is free.

Smokin’ 45s and Hurricane Felix and 

the Southern Twisters blow through 

Broken City Fri., Mar. 9 at 8 p.m.

The Zombies stumble around Frank 

Sisson’s Silver Dollar Action Centre

Fri., Mar 9.

Iris Dement plays inside Knox 

United Church Sat., Mar. 10 at 7 p.m. 

Tickets are $25 at keystonemusic.ca.

King Britt rules over the Hi-Fi Club 

Sat., Mar. 10.

The Calgary Children’s Choir 

performs Songs of the World’s 
People in the Rozsa Centre 

Sat., Mar. 10 at 7 p.m. Students $10, 

adults $15 at 210-3499.

The Mountain View Connection and 

guests present Songs of Love and 
Parting in the Rozsa Centre 

Sun., Mar. 11 at 7:30 p.m. Students 

$15, adults $20 at Campus Ticket 

Centre.

The English Beat assault the 

Whiskey Tues., Mar. 13 at 8 p.m. 

Tickets are $17.99 at Ticketmaster.

Tom Cochrane and Red Rider rock 

out in Jack Singer Concert Hall 

Tues., Mar. 13 at 7:30 p.m. Tickets 

are $35.50 to $42.50 at Ticketmaster.

The U of C Orchestra presents its 

winter concert in the Rozsa Centre 

Tues., Mar. 13 at 8 p.m. Students $7, 

adults $10 at the door.

DJ Cash Money spins tunes at the 

Hi-Fi Club Wed., Mar. 14.

Megadeth, Heaven and Hell and 

Down unleash the power of rock in 

the Saddledome Wed., Mar. 14 at 

7 p.m. Tickets are $35.50 to $59.50 at 

Ticketmaster.

The Flames face the Tampa Bay 

Lightning in a Stanley Cup Finals 

rematch for the fi rst time in three 

years Sat., Mar. 10 at 8 p.m., and 

bruise up the St. Louis Blues

Mon., Mar. 12 at 7:30 p.m. Games 

are in the ‘Dome and tickets are $25 

to $195 at Ticketmaster.

The Hitmen dull the Saskatoon 

Blades Sun., Mar. 11 at 2 p.m. and 

tame the Red Deer Rebels

Tues., Mar. 13 at 7 p.m. Games are 

in the ‘Dome and tickets are $9 to 

$35 at Ticketmaster.

Dr. Trudy Glover discusses 

Reconciliation: Promises and 
Pitfalls in Professional Faculties 4259

Thur., Mar. 8 at noon. Free.

Gwynne Dyer presents a lecture 

entitled The Climate Wars,

addressing the geo-politics of global 

warming in MacEwan Hall 

Thur., Mar. 8 at 8 p.m. Tickets are 

$15 at Ticketmaster.

Dr. Richard Johnston chats about 

Multipartism in Canada: the 
Anomaly of the Liberal Party in Social 

Sciences 729 Fri., Mar. 9 at noon.

Check out Diffi cult Images, a critical 

look at the world of television, in 

Murray Fraser Hall 162 Fri., Mar. 9 

at noon.

Cinemania presents Stranger Than 
Fiction in Science Theatres 148 

Mon., Mar. 12 at 6:30 p.m. and 

9 p.m. Free.

Monday Night Shakespeare tackles 

Macbeth in Boris Roubakine Recital 

Hall Mon., Mar. 12 at 7:30 p.m.

Post-doctorate fellow Heather 

Jamniczky chats about the Ape in 
the Mirror: Humans and Animal 
Selves at the Scandinavian Centre 

Tues., Mar. 13 at 7:30 p.m. Students 

$5, adults $7 at the door.

Robert MacDonald talks about 

Climate Change in the Arctic at the 

Oslo Room of the Olympic Volunteer 

Centre Wed., Mar. 14 at 2 p.m.

Movies That Matter presents a whole 

lot of screenings for you to check 

out. See State of Fear Wed., Mar. 14

at 6 p.m. and the Fall of Fujimori
Wed., Mar. 14 at 8 p.m., both in 

Science Theatres 148. Experience 

Kurt Cobain About A Son
Thur., Mar. 15 at 6 p.m. and Pirate 
Radio USA Thur., Mar. 15 at 8 p.m., 

both in Murray Fraser Hall 162. Then, 

learn about the Empire in Africa
Fri., Mar. 16 at 6 p.m. in Murray 

Fraser Hall 162. A suggested per fi lm 

donation of $10 ($5 students) helps 

Trimedia pay set-up costs.



Don’t forget to spring your clocks for-
ward this Sunday. Unfortunately at this 
time of year we’re losing an hour, so 
enjoy your sleep while you can. Bring 
your TLF to MSC 319 or e-mail them 
to tlfs@gauntlet.ucalgary.ca. All 
submissions must include your name, 

t h r e e  l i n e s  f r e e2 2   M A R C H  0 8 . 0 7  G A U N T L E T  

ID number, phone number and signa-
ture. Submissions judged to be sexist, 
racist, homophobic or attacks of a per-
sonal nature will not be printed.

Smother, Galumf Woo?
-Lans

Happiness is a warm hug. Sadness is 
cooking bacon naked.

-JonnyCyo

To the sweet boy in PHIL 275, wish you 
knew how big a crush I have on you.

-Look to your right

Forget Connery, R.G. Moore is the best 
Bond!! He’ll put his enemies to sleep 
with his thorough knowledge of PVT 
diagrams.

-Sleeping Student in a Rigid Tank;
no work can be done.

What’s the deal with Moustache March? 
I want in!

-downandwelded@gmail.com

I am looking to buy 2 tickets to the Black 
Label Society concert on Apr. 12. If you 
have 2 tickets to sell, please email me 
at negafen@hotmail.com...thanks

-Stakhanov

To those of you sporting BLOND 
SPIKED TIPS in your hair: shave your 
head, glue tinfoil on it and some feath-
ers. Now you look less stupid. Grats! 

-Egger
[What about gumballs? I’ve always 

thought there should be more gum-
haired individuals.

-BagelEd]

Alpha Omicron Pi would like to thank 
the U of C community for supporting 
24-Hour-Foosball. You helped us raise 
$872 towards arthritis research. Hope 
to see you next year for another crazy 
Foosball marathon!

Wanted: 2 tix to Moneen and Sparta 
at the Warehouse on Mar. 27, e-mail 
bdaytix@hotmail.com. Top $.

-giftless friend

You: seeking more info about Movies 
that Matter.
Me: the ad on the next page.

To whoever vandalized the window in 
the GLASS offi ce, hate is a character 
trait of an uneducated person.

Who will be the next bachelor/
bachelorette of Health Sciences? 
Find out at 7:30 p.m. on Mar. 23 at 
the Libin Theatre!

Marshall Isoarislato, Why you gotta go 
& be such a heartbreaker? I know I’m 
not as good with words as the COMS 
girls, but I thought we had something 
special.

-HUM girl

Hey Guys ‘n’ Gals, there is a sweet 
date auction at the Den on Mar. 9 to 
raise money for the U of C Model UN 
team! Come support us or just have a 
beer—and the chicks being auctioned 
off are easy! (So are the guys)

Ruff Ruff! Too much chlorine in the hot 
tub makes my leg hair burn off!

-Buddy the LifeGuard Dog

Looking to sublet a 3–4 bedroom fur-
nished house/apartment from May–
August. Email mdmccart@ucalgary.ca 
if you have one or know of one.

Just because it’s nice out, doesn’t mean 
you have license to sit on the patio and 
drink beer all day. This is a school, do 
some work.

-Stuck indoors, beside a window

To the Facebook junkies, Quit bogart-
ing the library computers. Others are 
waiting in line to do work!

Happy Birthday, Junior! You’re this 
much closer to death.

-Ms. No Love

Everything comes down to a line rotat-
ing through a space named after a Ger-
man guy very fond of sun hats.

Be an Orientation Leader with UofC 
101. Apply online by Mar. 9

-www.ucalgary.ca/ose

Wanted: a ticket to the Fray concert on 
Mar. 20. If you have one for sale, email 
frayticketwanted@hotmail.com.

-Fray Ticket Wanted

To Diane and Sonia at Good Earth, They 
call me coffee ‘cus I grind so fi ne!

-Stuck in Ontario (AKA the third 
geometric point)

Hey if you found a blue U of C notebook 
anywhere around SS with the classes 
PSYC 351, 365, 467 and  SOCI 201, in 
it, PLEASE email me

-c_bear96@hotmail.com

To whoever put up the paper sign at 
FSW, The lounge on 4 fl r PF is NOT just 
for SOWK students... read the Take Your 
Place sign to realize its purpose.

-Waffl e

DO YOU WANT BAPE, BBC, 
ICE CREAM GEAR?? EMAIL US: 
MDSTEEZE@GMAIL.COM BAPE 
HOODY, BAPESTA SHOE, BBC 
GEAR...

-get that money
[Stop shouting at me and hit your 

caps lock key.
-Bald Ed]

Maybe Nice Guys fi nish last because 
they sit at home writing TLFs instead of 
playing foosball with us at The Den.

-The Nice Girls

Hate is easy, love takes courage. So for 
your fi rst Internet romance let’s defi ne 
the integral of the function.

Not showering after workouts, eh Man-
zer? Well, I’m on my way... and I’m gonna 
get ya!

- Mr. Staph Infection

You should be an exec with the Eco-
Club. Positions available now, contact 
ecoclub@ucalgary.ca

Happy Flippin’ 21st, you tight-pant 
wearing, emo-haired GoodEarth grass-
drink addicted drummer you.

-Your GoodEarthian

Women are high maintenance; why 
else would they need three different 
titles, Miss, Ms, Mrs. Pick one; they 
all sound the same anyways.

-thedrewskii

2 Carmen tickets, $350.00/both Apr. 27,
main fl oor.

-emgonzal@ucalgary.ca

Dr. X, We all know that you’re not 
researching in your offi ce... stop touch-
ing yourself and learn to teach.

-your class

My man Marshall, don’t worry about 
the skinny jeans... there’s lots of pants 
around in this Crew. Come visit us on 
Wed. nights because we all know that 
Isoarislato is the next best thing since 
rhetoric and enlightenment.

Rumor has it there is a new way to spell 
whipped and it’s KABOOM!

-Rathie
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Jon Roe
Sports Editor

The daring Dinos had their 
dreams destroyed as the 
glorious gold was grabbed 

out of their grasp, like a colossal 
carcass crashing to the court. 

The Canadian Interuniversity 
Sport women’s volleyball cham-
pionships took place Mar. 1–3 at 
the Jack Simpson Gym, and the 
University of Calgary volleysaurs’ 
chance at gold evaporated in the 
hands of the tournament’s eventual 
champions, the University of Alberta 
Pandas. The team rebounded to take 
a bronze medal Sat., Mar. 3.

The road to the finals started 
fi ne for the Dinos. Despite a strong 
challenge from the fourth-seeded 
Université de Montréal Carabins, 
the Dinos cruised to a four-set vic-
tory Thur., Mar. 1 on the strength 
of a 13-kill game by former cis most 
valuable player, fi fth-year Joanna 
Niemczewska.

“We brag about it all year, and 
I totally believe that we have the 
deepest team in the league,” said 
Niemczewska, who was named the 
Dinos’ player of the match against 
the Carabins. “Anyone we bring 
in could be that game’s leading 
scorer. We’ve proved it over and 
over again this year. Someone who 
is a sub could end up taking over 
the game.”

Lauren Perry came up with 
double-digits in kills for the Dinos 
with 10, and three Dinos registered 
10 digs: Julie Young, Brittany 
Hutton and Niemczewska. Former 
European professional volleyball 
player Laetitia Tchoualack racked 
up 17 kills for the Carabins and was 
an unstoppable force.

“She was getting a lot of volume, 
but I think for [the Carabins] it was 
a good strategy because it was obvi-
ously scoring,” said Niemczewska. 
“She didn’t change that much from 
the tape we watched, we just didn’t 
execute our game plan [against 
her.]”

“We do feel like we have lots of 
options, and I think Montréal feels 
the same way,” said Dinos head 
coach Kevin Boyles. “But as the 

match progressed, [the Carabins] 
didn’t pass the ball very well. That 
puts the setters in a lot of trouble, 
and they weren’t able to do what 
they wanted to do.”

Thursday’s disposal of Montréal 
matched the Dinos up with the 
Pandas for a Friday night tilt. This 
would be the third time the Dinos 
matched up against the Pandas in 
play that matters. The Dinos walked 
away with two fi ve-set victories over 
the U of A in a December series in 
Edmonton.

“I don’t think technically us 
or U of A is going to change over 
night,” said Niemczewska. “We’ve 
seen them numerous times—a lot 
of times over the last few years. We 
know their tendencies. The most 
important thing is rest and com-
ing out with energy because it will 
just be who executes tomorrow and 
who wants it more.”

Something went wrong with the 
Dinos overnight, and it seemed like 
they weren’t ready to play in the fi rst 
two sets against the Pandas. After 
dropping the fi rst set 25–20 and the 
second 25–22, the Dinos were facing 
elimination and a sweep on home 
court in the semi-fi nals.

But the Dinos came through in 
the third and fourth set in some of 
the best volleyball ever witnessed 
at the Jack Simpson Gym. Neither 
team was ahead in the third set by 
more than two points, and the Dinos 
escaped with a 25–23 victory.

Unfortunately, following a 
25–21 fourth-set Dino victory, the 
volleysaurs had no answer for cis 
player of the year Tiffany Dodds. 
Dodds racked up an incredible 32 
kills on the evening, including six 
in the fi nal set.

“[Dodds] had a fabulous match, 
including the fi fth set,” said Boyles. 
“When it was on the line we tipped, 
and we needed to swing.”

“The fifth set is always just a 
gamble,” said Niemczewska. “It’s so 
short. It’s one swing of momentum. 
To give up a three point run, that’s 
huge in a 10-minute game.”

The Pandas took the narrowly-
fought match three sets to two.

“It was just letting Dodds domi-
nate like that,” said Niemczewska. 
“It was hard, I thought we were mak-
ing good plays. We just couldn’t do 
anything against her.”

Julie Young stepped up big, fi n-
ishing the match with 15 kills and 23 
digs for the volleysaurs. Young was 
named Dino player of the game.

“It was really close, but I think 
we could’ve been a lot gutsier,” 
said Young. “We came back from 
being two down, that shows guts, 
but it’s whoever wins the fi fth set, 
right?”

Though the Dinos lost their 
chance at a golden moment, there 
was still metal on the line in a bronze 
medal match against the Trinity 
Western University Spartans on 
Saturday. The Spartans have only 
been in cis competition since 2000, 
but have strung together back-to-
back nationals appearances. Last 
year the Dinos eliminated them in 
the quarter-fi nals in three straight 
sets on the very same Jack Simpson 
fl oor.

“We’re in a medal match tomor-

row, and we’re going to take home 
the bronze,” said Young Friday.

Young’s prediction rang true 
as the Dinos again took out the 
Spartans in three-straight, deny-
ing the Spartans their fi rst nationals 
medal. Fifth-years Niemczewska and 
Janelle Findlay walked off winners 
in their fi nal matches. Both Findlay 
and Niemczewska were members of 
the national title-winning 2003/04 
squad.

“It’s still a ‘W’ at the end of the 
day,” said Findlay. “There are 
many teams who would want to 
be in the exact same spot we are. 
I think it’s important to show 
our fans this is who we are and 
put a win in our last game of cis.”

Dinos head coach Kevin 
Boyles was proud of his team’s 
effort, in spite of the disappoint-
ing loss they endured the previous 
night.

“Bronze medal matches are such a 
challenge,” said Boyles. “We always 
talk about them as being a commit-
ment to each other, to make sure the 
seniors walk off the court winners 
and to make sure you end the season 
the right way.”

“It almost feels like you’ve climbed 
up a mountain and you’re coming 
down,” said Findlay. “It shows that 
much more heart to come out and 
to get it done.”

With only two departing seniors 
and a host of healthy and experi-
enced players on the bench, the 
Dinos will contend for a Canada 
West title and a spot on the national 
stage next year. Solid recruiting has 
kept a six-year national streak alive 
and next year should be no differ-
ent.

Volleysaurs served a side of bronze
women’s women’s volleyballvolleyball

Jon Roe
Sports Editor

The Pandas are in bamboo 
heaven.

After taking away the women’s 
volleyball Canada West cham-
pionship from the University 
of Manitoba Bisons the previ-
ous weekend, the University of 

Alberta Pandas followed it up with 
a four-set Canadian Interuniversity 
Sport championship win over the 
Université de Laval Rouge et Or in 
Calgary Sat., Mar. 3. The title was 
the Pandas’ seventh, and their fi rst 
since a string of six-in-a-row from 
1995–2000.

“It’s the highs of the sport that 
keep you coming back,” said 
Pandas head coach Laurie Eisler. 
“There’s a lot of lows to get here 
but every athlete, every coach 

should have a chance to have this 
feeling.”

The Pandas were led by cis 
player of the year Tiffany Dodds 
who followed up an unbeliev-
able 32 kill game on Friday with a 
team-high 17 kills in Saturday’s win 
over Laval.

“[My team] was proud of me 
for [the 32 kills,] but they weren’t 
expecting anything more,” said 
Dodds, who was also named the 
tournament’s most valuable player. 

“It’s all about everyone coming to 
play today and performing. It’s not 
about those numbers up on the 
board; it’s the gold medal around 
your neck at the end.”

The Rouge et Or were unable to 
match their dominating 3–0 semi-
fi nal sweep of the Trinity Western 
Spartans in Saturday’s gold medal 
game, and instead were plagued by 
mistakes throughout the sets against 
the Pandas.

“[Dodds] provoked confusion, 

and she provoked some mistakes,” 
said Laval head coach Benoit 
Robitaille. “One set we made three, 
four mistakes and that’s too much. 
The confidence went down, over 
time, and there was a lot of confu-
sion.”

Robitaille led Laval to a perfect 
37–0 record last year as they cap-
tured their fi rst cis gold medal in the 
team’s history against the University 
of British Columbia Thunderbirds

See nationals recap, page 25

women’s women’s volleyballvolleyball
CIS recap: Pandas win, Laval fails to repeat

For more photos from the CIS nationals tournament, 
see pages 28–29. For a complete tournament recap 

covering all teams, look below.

The volleysaurs line up to shake hands with the Pandas after losing a thrilling fi ve-set game.
Chris Tait/the Gauntlet
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Cam Houle
The Sheaf

Jamie Macari of the Brock 
Badgers was the big individual 
winner as the University 

of Saskatchewan welcomed 
wrestlers from across Canada 
to compete for the Canadian 
Interuniversity Sport wres-
tling national championships 
Mar. 2–5 . 

The women’s side was dominated 
by a deep, heavily talented team 
from the University of Calgary, 
while on the men’s side, a tie-
breaker was needed to determine 
who got the crown as best team 
in the country, with the top three 
teams nestled within two points of 
each other after all matches were 
completed.

Dinos captain Andrea Ross and 
rookie Genevieve Haley picked up 
gold, while Brandy Ens, Justine 
Bouchard, Stephanie Buchan, Leah 
Callahan and Megan Goldsmith won 
silver.

The victory by Calgary, their fi rst 
since 2001, ended a run of four-
straight by Simon Fraser University 
and represented the hard work and 
commitment of the Dino girls, said 
their head coach Mitch Ostberg.

“It’s a very good feeling because 
of the way the athletes per-
formed,” he said. “We had some 
athletes make the national finals 
who I wouldn’t necessarily have 
suspected.”

Ostberg got the nod for women’s 
coach of the year, while Todd Hinds 
from Saskatchewan took the men’s. 
Rookie of the year accolades went to 
Calgary’s Gen Haley for the women 
and Regina’s Cory Horsburgh for 
the men.

The competition could not have 
been much closer on the men’s 
side of the tournament, as Brock, 
sfu and the host Huskies created a 
log jam on top. 

The Dinos men’s wres-
tling team placed tenth over-
all. Nathan Bodewitz had the 
highest individual placing for the 
Dinos. He fi nished fourth in the 82 
kg weight class.

In his fi fth-year of cis competi-
tion, Dinos men’s captain Jeremiah 
Barnert came away with sixth in the 
68 kg class.

In the end it was Brock that once 
again claimed the team title over sfu. 
The two tied rival wrestling schools 
had 53 team points, but Brock came 
away with the gold after winning 
more individual gold medals. This 
is the ninth consecutive year that 
Brock has won the trophy.

Brock head coach Richard 
DesChatelets said that while this is 
a huge victory for Brock as a team, 
this weekend was all about 54 kg gold 
medalist Jamie Macari.

“I think that James Macari has 
done something outstanding,” 
DesChatelets noted. “Nobody else 
in the history of Canadian wrestling 
has ever won fi ve Ontario champi-
onships and fi ve cis championships 
consecutively. It’s something that 
should be honoured; it is history 
in the making.”

For his record-setting effort, 
Macari was named outstanding 
male wrestler of the tournament, 
while he also earned the R.W. Pugh 
award for fair play.

The outstanding female wrestler 
honour went to 48 kg Concordia 
grappler Hana Askren, while Jenn 
Hanson of Brock won the women’s 
fair play award.

Even though the hometown U of  S 
Huskies placed third in the country, 
they managed the most gold med-

als of the competition with three. 
Ryley Walker, Jeff Adamson and 
Keith Folkerson were all crowned 
champions. After his match, an 
emotional Folkerson tried to put 
his win and the team’s success into 
perspective.

“Having Jeff Adamson as a 

wrestling partner for the last 12 
years of my career has made a 
big difference for me, because he 
is one of the best wrestlers in the 
country,” he said. “When you 
have guys that push you that hard, 
that’s what creates the heart on 
this team. That’s why we win—

that’s Saskatchewan wrestling.”
For the next two years, the U of C 

will play host to the cis national 
wrestling championships. Expect a 
younger men’s side to get better with 
age, and an experienced women’s 
side to defend their title.

with fi les from Jon Roe

w r e s tw r e s t l i n gl i n g

Clockwise from top left: Dino Andrea Ross takes Brock’s Jesse Bondy to the mat, Dino Stephanie 
Buchan has a bit of trouble with Ashley McManus, Dino Mark DeWit takes on Patrick Okapalugo, 
Spencer Edwards rehydrates as Dinos coach Mitch Ostberg gives him some advice.

Lady wrasslesaurs take championship belt

photos: Andrew Spearin/the Sheaf

on the same Calgary fl oor.
The host University of Calgary 

Dinos repeated their result from 
last year with a bronze medal win in 
three straight sets over the Spartans 
earlier in the day. The 
medal was the Dinos’ 
10th in 15 nationals 
appearances.

“[Bronze medal 
matches] are hard 
to play, but you’re 
always proud of a 
team that steps up 
and comes away 
with a win,” said 
Dinos head coach 
Kevin Boyles.

The Spartans failed to come away 
with a medal for the second straight 
year. The team has only competed 
in cis competition since 2000, but 
have managed to build a strong 
program, qualifying for the last 
two women’s volleyball nationals. 
In 2006 in Calgary, the team fi n-
ished fi fth.

“[This is] very disappointing, 
for sure,” said Spartans head coach 
Ryan Hofer. “You work hard all year, 
and gold is something we’ve been 
gunning for.”

Of the top four teams, Trinity 
Western was the only team not to 
have a player on the tournament 
all-star roster. The Pandas led the 
way with three: Tiffany Dodds, 
Jocelyn Blair and Darryl Roper. 
Laval had two: fi fth-year two-time 
cis player of the year and former 
tournament mvp Marylene Laplante 

and Marie-Christine Mondor. The 
Dinos were represented by two-time 
cis mvp Joanna Niemczewska and 
Julie Young.

The University of Manitoba 
Bisons, who came 
in with the third-
seed, fi nished their 
cis championships 
early after losing 
out in five sets 
in a consolation 
match against the 
University of Ottawa 
Gee-Gees. The 
Bisons were upset 
the week before in 
the Canada West 

fi nal only to follow it up with another 
upset loss in fi ve sets to the Spartans 
Thur., Mar. 1.

Early Saturday morning, the 
Université de Montréal Carabins 
swept the Gee-Gees for fifth-
place.

“There’s a lot of lows to get here, 
but every athlete, every coach 
should have a chance to have this 
feeling.”

-Laurie Eisler,
gold-medal-winning head coach of the 

University of Alberta Pandas

For tournament photos see pages 28–29.

Nationals recap, continued from page 25
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Dinos taken to town in ’toonsville

Alyzée Sibtain
Gauntlet Sports

The Great Plains divi-
sion cross-over for the 
University of Calgary 

men’s hockeysaurs proved a bar-
ren one, as Saskatchewan was not 
as Dino-friendly as 
their last trip east. 
The Dinos bowed 
out of the 2007 post-
season at the hands 
of the University of 
Saskatchewan Huskies 
in the division fi nal at 
Rutherford Arena in 
Saskatoon Mar. 2–3. 
The dogs dished out 
a heart-breaking 3–2 
overtime loss Friday 
night, and the Dinos were sent home 
to clean their lockers following a 2–0 
defeat the following evening.

Friday night’s Canada West semi-
final opener saw the dogs come 
tearing out of the box, showing no 
signs of rust after three weeks of rest. 
The fi rst 10 minutes of the opening 
frame were completely dominated 
by the Huskies, as they outshot the 
Dinos 20–13 over the course of the 

fi rst period. Husky Colin Patterson 
drew fi rst blood with an unassisted 
goal halfway through the fi rst, and 
teammate Mark Hinz put the team 
up 2–0 heading into the dressing 
room. The Dinos knew they had 
to give their heads a shake and get 
back in the game, which is exactly 
what they were able to do.

The scoreless second period 
saw the Dinos hammer the Husky 

goalie with 13 shots, six more than 
the Huskies were able to generate on 
the other end of the rink. Fatigue was 
beginning to set in for the Huskies, 
and they were about to pay for their 
long stretch away from the ice. Dino 
Ryan Annesley, who has been crucial 
to the Dinos’ offensive success as of 
late, put his team on the board off a 
Liam Couture pass two minutes into 
the third period. With the Huskies 

hanging desperately to their one-
goal lead, Dino Tyrel Lucas tied up 
the contest with three and a half 
minutes left in regulation to send 
the game into overtime.

Extra time was a shocking heart-
breaker for the Dinos. With five 
minutes left in overtime, a Dino 
defensive breakdown in the neutral 
zone led to a series of very unfortu-
nate events. Patterson picked up the 

puck in the neutral 
zone and man-
aged to split two 
Calgary defenders. 
He lost control of 
the puck and 
Dino netminder 
Scott Talbot came 
charging out of the 
crease to play it. 
But Talbot mis-
judged his posi-
tion and timing, 

allowing for Patterson to dump the 
puck neatly into the empty net.

“We had our chances,” said 
Dinos head coach Scott Atkinson. 
“We dominated most of the game, 
but one missed play, and we lost 
the game we deserved and needed 
to win.”

Once again, the Dinos were 
faced with what could be the fi nal 
60 minutes of their season Saturday 
night. The Huskies knew they had 
to put the Dinos away before they 
could build any momentum, as the 
hockeysaurs were able to do in their 
previous series against the University 

of Regina Cougars. Fifth-year Husky 
Keegan McAvoy, in possibly his last 
game in front of his home crowd, 

took it upon himself to shut down 
the Dinos. 

See hockey, page 27

Sweep by Huskies ends hockeysaurs’ season

m e n ’ s  m e n ’ s  h o c k e yh o c k e y

The Dinos offence was held back by the Huskies, only scoring 
two goals over the weekend.

Geoff MacIntosh/the Gauntlet

“It’s hard to to put your fi nger on 
a solution when you play well. 
The games were always ours to 
lose.”

-Scott Atkinson,
Dinos men’s hockey head coach
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Canadian skater Clara Hughes races at the Olympic Oval. The University of Calgary hosted the ISU 
World Cup Mar. 2–4. Hughes fi nished 10th in the 3000 metre.

Racing on the world’s fastest ice

Jake Everett/the Gauntlet

McAvoy scored both Husky goals, 
one with four minutes left in the fi rst 
and the other with four minutes left 
in the second.

The Dinos started out with 
intensity refl ective of the previous 
evening, but were heavily out-shot 
in the opening frame by a count of 
16–9. Husky netminder Jeff Harvey 
could not be beaten, as he turned 
away everything the Dinos threw 
at him throughout the contest. The 
hockeysaurs had a last-ditch effort 
during a fi ve-on-three advantage in 
the third, but it was to no avail as 
they were shut out for a fi nal score of 
2–0. The Dinos headed home, losing 
the series two games to none, with 
no games for fans to look forward 
to until next season.

The series against Saskatchewan 
summed up the second half of the 
Dinos’ up-and-down season. After a 
red-hot fi rst half, with a seven-game 
winning streak, including victories 
against the defending Canada West 
champion University of Alberta 
Golden Bears and the very same 
Huskies, the Dinos came up short 
nearly every night after Christmas. 
The Dinos never found themselves 
dominated or out of the game, and 
were always just a shot or a save away 
from victory. But they just couldn’t 
get ’er done.

“It’s hard to put your fi nger on 
a solution when you play well,” 
explained Atkinson. “Our season 
was a lot better than the record 
shows, and the games were always 
ours to lose.”

On the defensive end, the Dinos 
have arguably the strongest and most 
offensively-skilled lines in the entire 
cis. The Dinos defensive corps accu-
mulated 102 points this season. Not 
only have the defence been able to 
put the puck past the goalie, but their 
stifl ing play, including smart hits and 
effective back checks, have also kept 
the Dinos in stride with their oppo-
nents during their tough second half, 
giving themselves the chance to win 
against every team they faced.

Goaltending for the Dinos was 
also a strong point for the team, 
even when they found themselves 
stuck in the rut. Talbot, recipient 
of the Canada West athlete of the 
week for men’s hockey Feb. 26 
to Mar. 2, stood tall between the 
pipes in the face of hard shots both 
on and off the ice. Through injury, 
Talbot never let the critics get to 
him, and skated onto the ice every 
night with the determination and 
strength that helped get the Dinos as 
far as they did this season. However, 
as he will be returning to the squad 
for his fi nal season next semester, 
fi nding support for Talbot will be 
a major focus for the team during 
the off-season.

But it always comes down to 
offence. If you don’t score, you 
just won’t win. With a very talented 
group of forwards, the Dinos were 
often left wondering why they 
couldn’t fi nish off the play and get 
the goals they needed to win games. 
Granted, the team has suffered a 
plethora of injuries throughout 
the campaign, including promising 
newcomer Torrie Wheat’s dislocated 
shoulder late in the season. If the 
forwards can stay healthy and get 
the biscuit between the posts, an 
extended post-season is in the 
team’s very near future. 

“It always seemed like we had 
a short bench,” said Atkinson. 
“Almost every night, a new guy 
was getting hurt, but we never 
gave up.”

Although the Dinos saw their sea-
son end much earlier than merited, 
Atkinson has only the best to say of 
his strong squad. Despite the injuries 
and the losses both on and off the 
ice, the hockeysaurs took it hard 
to their opponents every night and 
never gave it less than their all.

“[We] are a very resilient team 
and never threw in the towel,” 
said Atkinson. “We’re in the fi nal 
learning process to become a truly 
dominant team, and are still the 
biggest threat in the cis.”

Hockey, cont’d from pg. 26
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Women’s volleyball nationals
The University of Calgary played host to the Canadian Interuniversity Sport women’s volleyball championships Mar. 1–3, and though the 

Dinos only came away with bronze, there was a load of great volleyball being spiked into the Jack Simpson gym floor.  The Gauntlet was there, 
capturing the tournament the whole way.

Panda Jocelyn Blair (#2) jumps 
for joy as the U of A wins the fi fth 

and deciding set over the Dinos, 
Friday night.

Bison Christine Ewert readies herself for an 
ball. The Bisons were upset Thursday by the
seeded Spartans after fi nishing the season w
18–2 record.

ected after losing
in the semi-fi nals to the U of A 3–2 Friday.
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Chris Tait/the Gauntlet
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Gee-Gee Laura Simons (#9) sets the ball for team-
mate Kirsten Brouse. The seventh-seeded Gee-Gees
surprised the Bisons Friday by taking the consola-
tion match in fi ve, only to be swept by the Carabins 
Saturday morning in the fi fth-place match.
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Three Rouge et Or play-
ers attempt to block the 
unstoppable Panda Tiffany 
Dodds (#6). Dodds fol-
lowed up a 32-kill perfor-
mance against the Dinos 
on Friday with 17 kills in 
the gold medal game on 
Saturday. She was named 
the tournament’s most 
valuable player.

Ryan Link/the Gauntlet

Rouge et Or Caroline Fiset (#4) and Elise 
Duchesne (#8) fi nd collecting their silver 
medals is a bittersweet task. Both were 

playing in the fi nal game of their CIS 
careers.

Chris Tait/the Gauntlet
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Your Future Starts Now.
Now hiring for all store positions.

Link Your Future to the Safeway Team.
Apply now at safeway.ca, E-mail: alberta.opportunities@safeway.com

or call 287-4066 for more information

Equal Opportunity Employer

At Safeway, the possibilities are endless.  It starts with an environment where 
everyone’s contributions matter, an excellent training program, flexible work 

schedules and, of course, the bestadvancement opportunities.  Because it’s not just 
about work, it’s about working your way up.

TM

Decrease productivity tenfold!

The average student is wither-
ing away under the dreadful 
pressure of having to fi nish 

four tests, six labs, two art projects 
and a combined 43 pages of term-
papers within the next six weeks— 
and that’s without discussing the 
average engineer’s workload. Those 
poor souls won’t see the beautiful 
rays of spring sunshine before June. 
As such, the ability to procrastinate 
longer than a rez rat doing laundry 
is both a fatal and necessary skill: 
fatal, because doing it too much 
will get you a one-way bus ticket 
back to Moose Jaw or Winnipeg or 
whereever you’re from, yet abso-
lutely necessary since working 
72 hours in a row will make you 
C-R-A-Z-Y. 

Here are a couple wicked Flash 
games to keep you sane, whether it’s 
during paper writing or that god-
awful never-ending linguistics class 
from hell. 

Hapland 1,2 and 3
The goal of Hapland is to get the 

stickmen to light the torches, causing 
the portal to open and Goa’uld to 
emerge and turn the aforementioned 
stickman inhabitants of this bizarre 
and beautiful world into mindless 

slaves. How this is done is half 
the game; most objects on screen 
interact with each other, sometimes 
helping the stickmen towards their 
goal, sometimes killing a dozen of 
them in the process. Be prepared for 
Myst-like frustration.

foon.co.uk/farcade/hapland

Planarity
Another addictive puzzle game, 

Planarity gives the player a bunch 
of connected vertices which must 
be rearranged so no two edges over-

lap. It’s kind of like taking a ball of 
plastic-wrap and fl attening it, except 
you can only grab a tiny part of it 
at a time. Okay, look, it’s hard to 
describe, but trust me, it’s fun. 

planarity.net

Helicopter
Yeah, it’s old and ugly. And 

yes, most readers of this col-
umn have probably played it 
before. Yet, it’s still the most 
addictive game on the Internet 
and the author of this column is 

still better than you all at it. 3,483, 
suckas!
a d d i c t i n g g a m e s . c o m /

helicopter.html

Pacxon
A cross between Pac-man and 

Jezzball, Pacxon requires the player 
to steer Pac-ma... Err, “Pacxon” 
around the screen avoiding ghosts 
and clearing empty areas. The retro 
sound effects also go really well with 
eighties synth-pop.
g a m e s o l o . c o m / g a m e s /

pacxon%5B1%5D.swf

Divine Intervention
This game takes a bit of time to 

get into because its diffi culty ranks 
somewhere between “ridiculous” 
and “obscene,” depending on 
what you set it to. It is, however, 
possible to beat it in one life with-
out cheats.
ebaumsworld.com/2006 /07 /

divine.html

Winterbells
Make the bunny jump on the 

bells! Bonus points for jumping 
on birds. Yeah, it sounds silly, but 
it’s quite fun. It also gets props for 
cool music.
ferryhalim.com/orisinal/g3 /

bells.htm

Linerider
Linerider, which started 

out as a simple Flash proj-
ect on Deviantart, somehow 
turned into a huge Internet 
phenomena. The idea is to draw 
a track for a little toboggan 
dude and, well, that’s kind of 
the point. Yet the ingenuity of 
people in their creations is insane. 
Some are fully illustrated 
winter landscapes, some are 
extreme stunt courses, but 
all of them must have taken 
hours upon hours. Seriously, 
it’s amazing how much 
time some people have on their 
hands. Check out the offi cial site, 
try it, then search for “Linerider” on 
YouTube to see how utterly bored 
some people can get.

linerider.org

Castle Attack 2
You command a squad of 

arrowmen as they defend the 
castle keep against the invading 
hoardes. Like frosh week, except 
less violent.
2 k g a m e s . c o m / s t r o n g h o l d 2 /

minigame 

Have a crucial tech question? A wicked-cool 
website to share? Is your cat in your PC, eating 

your megahutz? Email 
aendrew@gauntlet.ucalgary.ca!

Ændrew Rininsland
Production Editor

If you think it looks confusing, try playing it. From Hapland 3. n00b got pwnd! Defend the keep in Castle Attack 2.
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Across

1. Originally going where no man has gone before
3. Show that creates fl ash-in-the-pan singers.  Drunk judge!
6. The Hoff and watching ladies run.  Borat’s favourite show
7. The truth is out there
9. Does Jack Bauer ever pee?
10. Joss Wheadon’s ill-fated space western
12. Jessica Alba got her start in this show as a 
 genetically modifi ed human
13. Stop motion animation show from adult swim
16. My name is __. Jason Lee fi xes Karma
19. The bar where everybody knows your name
20. Everybody loves ___ 
21. Long running reality show. Stranded people competing to live
22. I pity the fool who messes with this team.

Down

2. Recently ended teen drama
3. Characters from this show terrorized Boston!
4. Not found, but ___
5. Can create anything with a paperclip and some gum
8. Canadian comedy about a gas station
11. Joey left this for his own show.  It didn’t work
14. The vampire slayer
15. Show about how to break out of jail
17. Humerous medical show
18. Save the cheerleader, save the world

Littlle Birdie : “The Holy Plant”

by Kaveh Shojaei




