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photo     to          the  editor
“So much for the picnic!” by Brent Piche

Snow ruins the supposed high 
temperatures at Lower Kananaskis 
Lakes during the first weekend in 
April.  Ahhh, spring in Alberta... 
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Second-last chance for campus 
news
n e w s  p a g e  5

News brings all the hard-hitting stories to light this week like rez kids not 
getting into rez , reduced summer food outlet hours and the possibility of a 
transit strike. How will students survive all these trials and more? Read on 
in pages fi ve through 10 to fi nd out.

Letter-pinions
o p i n i o n s  p a g e  1 1

This week we’ve got a boatload of letters! People are up in arms about 
engineering, climate change and stinky people. Also, an open letter to the 
university’s IT department and a chocolatey saviour. Mmmm... saviour.

Acronyms is ROFLcopter!1! 
f e a t u r e s  p a g e  1 3

This week in the largest features section in as long as I can remember, we 
bring you two stories on two topics with remarkably similar acronyms: the 
U of C and the UFC. Who will win this war of the abbreviations and what 
role will intrepid boy reporters Ryan Pike and Jon Roe play?

C l a s s i c  G a u n t l e t  s u p p l e m e n t
s u p p l e m e n t  p a g e  3 3

What did the Gauntlet look like in the past? Well, very much the same. 
Peruse the supplement for embarassing articles, crazy campus happenings, 
weird ads that used to run regularly and more!

Sex and violins!  

e n t e r t a i n m e n t  p a g e  1 9

Turn to the entertainment section and peer into the sad, pathetic psyche of 
the entertainment writers (who are, incidentally, the current entertainment 
editor and the incumbent, for the most part). Only one more issue until the 
night of sexfi ddling will fi nally come to fruition! 

The marks are in...
s p o r t s  p a g e  2 8

And the Dinos didn’t do too badly this season. In the sports section you’ll 
fi nd the team report cards as well as some more Dinos history articles. Two 
more athletes are in the hall of fame and a swimmer is tele-profi led. Ch-ch-
ch-ch-check out wh-wh-wh-what sports is all about!

Anyone can submit an original photo to the editor. 
Drop off your high resolution photo along with your 
name, contact information and a brief description 
including type of camera (no less than 30 words) 
to room 319 MacEwan Student Centre or email 
photo@gauntlet.ucalgary.ca.
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Geoff MacIntosh for rocking the photo sauce this week. 

Way to go!
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The Cover
photo by Geoff MacIntosh, design by Chris Tait, 
make-up by Kate Foote, annoying commentary 

by Ændrew Rininsland. Chris Beauchamp, model. 

Reduce, re-use 
and... ? And?!?
Calgarians like to think of 

themselves as progressive, 
innovative problem-solvers, 

but when it comes to health and envi-
ronmental issues, Calgary often lags 
behind the rest of the country.

Calgary was one of the last cities 
in Canada to make all bars and res-
taurants smoke-free this year, while 
bar patrons and employees have 
been breathing easy in Manitoba 
and New Brunswick since 2004; 
Calgary transit lags far behind 
other major centres as commuters 
hold fast to their gas-guzzling suvs 
and most recently, Calgary’s recy-
cling program—or lack thereof—
has created a media buzz.

On April 16, City Council will vote 
on a proposed city-wide curbside 
recycling program at a cost of $8 
per month to pick up newspapers, 
glass and plastics. The proposed 
program is a scaled-back version 
of the original program, which 
was pegged at $21 per month for a 
combination of garbage, blue-box 
recyclables and green-box organic 
waste pickup. 

Now that the cost has been 
bumped down to $8 for blue-box 
recycling only, taxpayers and 
aldermen should be getting behind 
the campaign, which is to be phased 
in by 2009, but some Aldermen 
are still unsure of how to vote on 
the issue.

City Council’s lukewarm attitude 
towards waste reduction and recy-
cling is far from indicative of the 
“progressive, innovative” rhetoric 
punctuating many of Mayor Dave 
Bronconnier’s speeches. Calgary 
is actually shamefully regressive 
on green issues when compared to 
many other city centres. By com-
parison, Vancouver piloted its 
first blue-box recycling program 
in 1989. Toronto has had green 
bins for organic waste since 2004. 
Even our neighbours to the north in 
Edmonton have had blue-bag curb-
side recycling in place since 1999.

Some environmentally-savvy 
Calgarians already recycle by pay-
ing for curbside pickup services from 
private companies or driving their 
recycling to one of the green-bin sta-
tions located in parking lots around 
the city. But Calgary’s limited recy-
cling resources simply do not suffi ce, 

especially when compared to other 
Canadian cities. Not everyone can 
afford to pay for private recycling 
services, and driving recyclables 
to green bins is a hassle, making 
weekly, city-wide curbside pickup 
the only way to go if City Council 
wants to reduce the amount of 
waste going into landfi lls. Besides, 
the current free green-box system 
requires users to own a car to drive 
the recyclables to the drop bins, 
leaving those who make the envi-
ronmental or economic decision 
not to drive out of luck.

The main difference between 
Calgary and greener cities like 
Vancouver or Toronto  is that 
waste management doesn’t pose the 
problem for Calgary it does in other 
cities. Calgary lacks natural growth 
restrictions like the ocean and 
mountains surrounding Vancouver, 
or man-made ones like the high 
urban density limiting Toronto’s 
growth. As a result, Calgary contin-
ues to grow quickly and recklessly 
outward into the sprawling prairie 
surrounding the city, with the ability 
to create new landfi lls whenever and 
wherever they are needed. 

 Environmentally, it’s not all bad 
news for Calgary. A recent survey 
by Mercer Human Resources 
Consulting rated Calgary the 
cleanest city in the world in which 
to live based on factors like pollu-
tion levels, availability of health care, 
waste removal and sewage systems. 
Though the methodology behind 
the survey is somewhat question-
able, it’s true that Calgary doesn’t 
have to deal with major environ-
mental issues present in other city 
centres. But if Calgary wants to 
maintain a high quality of life and 
a high environmental standard, it’s 
time to act.

Given Calgary’s rapid, unprec-
edented growth, it’s high time the 
city got green by voting in the blue-
box recycling plan and fast-track-
ing affordable ways to implement 
green-box organic waste recycling 
soon after. Hopefully, Aldermen will 
take the future of the city, the country 
and the world into account and vote 
in favour of the curbside-recycling 
plan on April 16.

Emily Senger
News Editor

Editor, the Gauntlet,
It’s my belief that the primary pur-

pose of a good education is to assist 
in creating a well-rounded person; 
someone who is a critical thinker. 
That is why I was skeptical when my 
geophysics 375 classmates and I were 
told that, based on the “true” scale 
for charting carbon dioxide in the 
atmosphere, there is really little or 
no correlation between co2 levels 
and changes in the climate. 

From the evidence I have been 
exposed to, I had come to believe 
that scientists now largely agree 
that humans contribute to climate 
change and that global warming 
is a serious problem, the causes of 
which we have some control over. 
However, the lecture on global 
warming in my geophysics natural 
disasters class made claims that 
aimed at illustrating that humans 
do not have much effect on the 
climate. The lecture even cited 
a Dr. Fred Singer, who believes 
that taking measures to reduce 
pollutants would be virtually inef-
fectual, and thereby pointless.

Clearly there is a contradiction. 
So, who’s correct? In areas such as 
this I think it’s easy for people to 
throw up their hands and say, “Who 
knows? Either side may be right.” 
However, I think that too often 
science and/or scientific debates 
are categorized as simply matters 
of opinion. They are not. When 
we read novels, we can agree that 
different interpretations can be 
described as matters of opinion. 
But, in the exploration of real-

Fact or fi ction? world consequences and scientifi c 
facts it seems irresponsible to deem 
confl icting claims as simply differing 
“viewpoints.” When you are stand-
ing on the edge of a cliff, you don’t 
think, “If I slip, who knows what 
will happen? It’s simply a matter 
of opinion.”

So then, what explains the 
contradiction between what I’ve 
heard from news reports, the 
findings of the United Nations’ 
Intergovernmental  Panel  on 
Climate Change, the cbc, envi-
ronmentalists, scientists, my own 
observations of changes in climate, 
my other science classes, and even 
my natural disasters’ class text-
book—which all link co2 levels 
to changes in climate—and the 
evidence for non-human related 
climate change promoted by my 
professor and experts like Dr. Fred 
Singer? Does it have anything to do 
with the fact that Dr. Fred Singer was 
also a part of the scientifi c commu-
nity that dismissed the link between 
tobacco and cancer?

My critical thinking leads me 
to believe that there must be an 
explanation for the differences in 
interpreting scientifi c data on cli-
mate change. Maybe it has some-
thing to do with living in Alberta. 
Maybe there’s a link between what’s 
professed here and those who gain 
from such professions. If there is, 
I’m sure it wouldn’t be too hard to 
fi nd. Evidence for both sides of the 
climate change debate is also easy to 
fi nd. Look into it, use your critical 
thinking, and decide for yourself. 

Bruce Sieppert
see letters, page 12 
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c a m p u s  q u i p s What is your favourite or least favourite Take Your Place renovation?

“The one in the edu-
cation block. It really 
needed an upgrade, 
except the paint is 
really ugly.”
–Amber Lowen, fourth-
year political science

“The one in the Social 
Sciences building. 
It looks cool and I 
like the comfy black 
couches.”
–Richard Mountain, 
fourth-year 
kinesiology

Interviews: Emily Senger  Photographs: Jon Roe

“I’ve never actually 
seen more than one.”
–Vista Kajar, third-
year geography

“My least favourite 
was the kinesiology 
pit. There was noth-
ing wrong with it, 
but they uglifi ed it.”
–Richard Dela Cruz, 
fi fth-year economics

Sara Hanson
News Assistant

The rate of homelessness in 
Calgary is growing faster than any-
where else in the province.

In response to this disturbing 
trend, the University of Calgary’s 
Development Studies Club held a 
forum to discuss the Calgary housing 
crisis Thur., Mar. 29.

“We’ve heard a lot about this pres-
ent crisis and we wanted to relate the 
issue to students,” said dsc member 
Michael Nyberg, noting a number 
of stories club members brought 
forward about U of C students 
having to either move or take on 
part-time jobs as a result of rising 
rent costs. 

Calgary Homeless Foundation 
ceo Wayne Stewart was part of the 
fi ve-member panel that answered 
questions during the forum. 

“Homelessness is way beyond 
complex,” said Stewart during the 
panel’s opening statements. “We are 
trying to identify solutions that fi t a 
complex problem.”

Social work professor Dr. 
Jeannette Waegemakers Schiff 
disagreed with Stewart. 

“The problem is a complex prob-
lem for a small group of people,” she 
said. “For others, it’s simple because 
the problem is just about a lack of 
resources.” 

After expressing concern about 
the growing trend towards gated 

communities, Calgary Housing 
Action Initiative director Grant 
Neufeld stressed the importance 
of pressuring the city to imple-
ment inclusionary zoning that 
would permit integration of low-
income housing into middle-class 
neighbourhoods. 

“We need to learn to live beside 
each other,” said Neufeld. “We need 

to transform community attitudes 
and bring an attitude of change to 
these communities.” 

Stewart agreed.
“We need to spread awareness and 

understanding into these communi-
ties,” he said. 

Neufeld also stressed the negative 
affect the housing crisis has had on 
Calgary’s arts community, as many 
artists simply cannot afford to stay 
and work in the city. 

While Waegemakers Schiff said 
implementing a rental cap would 
produce results within 12–18 
months, Calgary Foothills mla 
Len Webber—who also sat on the 
provincial task force on affordable 
housing—disagreed. 

“Rental controls just don’t work,” 
he said. “Instead, we need to provide 
incentives for developers. We need 
more affordable land for develop-
ing.” 

Stewart said instead of placing 
all the blame with the provincial 
government, Calgarians need to 
work with the city to fi nd practical 
solutions to the housing crisis.

“We have got to confront the 
brutal facts of reality,” said Stewart. 
“We need to look at solutions that 
work within the context that we are 
living in.” 

In response to the idea that Calgary’s 
housing crisis is specifi cally affecting 
students, Canadian Federation of 
Students Alberta representative 
Kathleen Rhodes replied that graduate 
students accepted by the U of C may 
simply choose not to come because 
the cost of living is so high. 

Waegemakers Schiff said there 
needs to be an increase in the share of 
students’ living costs that is currently 
subsidized by the government. 

“We grossly underestimate what 
students need to live,” she said. “We 
need to be a little more realistic.” 

Although there were only a small 
number of U of C students in atten-
dance at the forum, Nyberg said stu-
dents have an important role to play 
by voicing their concerns. 

“I want to see people talking to 
their mlas and aldermen,” he said. 
“This issue is affecting us all, but 
nobody does anything about it.”

Students host affordable housing forum

Transit strike possible as fi nals loom

Emily Senger/the Gauntlet

Concerned Calgarians discuss homelessness.

Katy Anderson
News Assistant

With a transit strike loom-
ing, many students are 
apprehensive about how 

they will make it to exams.
Currently, transit service has 

been reduced based on a work-to-
rule decision by the Amalgamated 
Transit Union, but with talks 
between city negotiators and the 
union collapsing Sat., March 31, 
there has been increased specula-
tion of a strike.

atu president Mike Mahar said 
it is still too early to tell.

“I wouldn’t set a wager either 
way,” said Mahar. “There is a poten-
tial there but certainly our goal is 
for that not to happen. Strikes are a 
huge inconvenience for the public, 
it’s diffi cult on the members and it 
really does damage relationships in 
the work place and we don’t want 
to do that.”

The union is asking primarily for 
increased wages of 15 per cent over 
30 months while the city is offering 
11.5 per cent over 36 months. Mahar 
said the union’s demands are 
reasonable, noting their proposal is 

still below the city’s infl ation rate.
“In Calgary’s market right now 

people have a lot of options, and 
without a proper compensation 
package they choose to move on 
or not come here in the fi rst place,” 
said Mahar, noting that 130 drivers 
have quit since last September, put-
ting the total needed drivers at 250. 
“Growth is part of the problem. The 
other part of the problem is that they 
don’t even have enough drivers to 
fulfi ll the obligations for the num-
bers they were using last year, so the 
growth of the city just compounds 
the problem.” 

Mahar said if a strike were to 
occur it would still be several 
weeks away. 

The University of Calgary’s exam-
inations and grades assistant regis-
trar Noel Foggo-Lamoureux said a 
strike would be inconvenient but not 
devastating for students facing fi nal 
exams, noting the 2001 transit strike 
posed only nominal issues.

“We’d recommend planning 
ahead, having alternate transporta-
tion in place, and checking out any 
unknown rooms [for exams],” said 
Foggo-Lamoureux. “These kind of 
things become even more important 

when there is a strike possibility.”  
Foggo-Lamoureux said instruc-

tors are willing to accommodate 
students and added students have 
up to 30 minutes to enter the exam 
room after an exam starts. 

Neither the university administra-
tion nor the Students’ Union have a 
contingency plan in place.

“The su could facilitate some sort 
of car pool program,” said su presi-
dent Emily Wyatt. “There defi nitely 
needs to be a contingency plan. The 
last thing we want is for students to 
miss their exams because they can’t 
get to them.”

With public transportation 
unavailable, the strain would fall 
on parking lots. Wyatt suggested 
partnering with administration to 
work with McMahon Stadium to 
open up parking to students, as well 
as being more lenient with parking 
tickets around campus.

 “We are a commuter campus, and 
a lot of students take the train here 
and rely on it to get to their classes,” 
said Wyatt. “It [would] be a huge 
inconvenience for students.”

Mahar suggested concerned stu-
dents call their alderman and ask 
them to ensure a fair deal. Students are hoping transit workers won’t strike before fi nals.

Naomi Rau/the Gauntlet
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Emily Senger
News Editor

Giving students $3 mil-
lion dollars of university 
money to make campus a 

more comfortable place outside of 
the classroom should be enough to 
make any administrator worried, but 
not at the University of Calgary. 

“I wasn’t worried at all, but I 
did have some friends who were,” 
U of C president Dr. Harvey 
Weingarten joked at the unveiling of 
the newly-renovated Administration 
atrium. The atrium is one of the 
fi nal spaces in the Take Your Place 
project, which aimed to renovate 
or build 40 spaces around campus 
in honour of the university’s 40th 
anniversary.

University staff and students 
gathered in the atrium—which 
now boasts double the seating of 
the previous design—to celebrate 
the fi nal typ project grand open-
ing Fri., March 30. Sheila O’Brien, 
special advisor to the president on 
student affairs, bid goodbye to the 
project, which cost $3 million and 
was designed by students in the 
faculty of environmental design 
(evds). 

“It’s wonderful,” said O’Brien, 
noting of the $3 million, $2 million 
came from private donors, with the 
university contributing $1 million. 
“It’s a huge sense of accomplishment 
and a sense of pride that we actually 
pulled this off.”

O’Brien said the inspiration for 
typ came after a conversation with a 
student who went to his car between 
classes because there were few places 
on campus to sit or study. Since the 
grand opening of the fi rst space in 
April 2006, the project has renovated 
7,500 square metres of space, includ-
ing the Social Science corridor, tra-
ditional residence lounges and the 
Women’s Resource Centre.

Not all students share the same 

Almost 40 spaces for 40 years

positive sentiment as administra-
tion. The kinesiology atrium rede-
sign, in particular, is now referred to 
as the “seal habitat” after the padded 
tile pit seating was replaced with grey 
Styrofoam that is angular, hard and 
rough.

“I’ve heard it described as the 
Fortress of Solitude,” said Kirsten 
Varsek, a second-year sociology 
student who uses the space almost 
daily. “It’s nice that more people 
can sit here, but it’s even more 
uncomfortable.”

The su-sponsored Social Sciences 
corridor has also come under fi re for 
its white Ikea-esque design, which 
gets dirty quickly and has actually 
reduced seating.

“I like the design of the one in 
social sciences, but it seems like less 
people can sit there and the tall stools 
are never where you want them,” 
commented Varsek.

Administration maintains that 

besides the immediate benefit of 
more space for students to study or 
just relax between classes, the proj-
ect gave 18 evds students hands-on 
design experience.

“It’s a great opportunity to take 
that next step that usually you’d 
do when you’re out working,” said 
evds student Joel Tobman, who co-
designed the Administration atrium 
while completing his master’s thesis. 
“You know it’s going to be hard, 
but it’s diffi cult when you throw in 
the considerations of budget and 
time. You don’t want to sacrifi ce
the concept just for time or for 
money.”

Tobman said original architectural 
renderings of the Administration 
building, which was one of the 
fi rst two buildings on the U of C 
campus 40 years ago, provided
inspiration for the atrium renova-
tion.

“The story of this space starts with 

[Tyler Lownhardt] and I traveling 
to the archives to look at the origi-
nal drawings of this building,” said 
Tobman. “The initial modern design 
was envisioned as the two buildings 
sat on pedestals on the prairie. 
It was beautiful in its formality,
but rigorous and difficult to 
engage.”

The new atrium design features 
a raised seating area, comfortable 
wicker seating and increased table 
space.

Sheila O’Brien at the fi nal Take Your Place grand opening in the Administration atrium.

It’s a bird. It’s a plane. It’s an angry kines student drop-kicking 
the Fortress of Solitude, a.k.a the newly renovated pit.

Chris Tait/the Gauntlet

Take Your Place project wraps up with one last batch of cupcakes A countdown of 
TYP spaces, in no 
particular order

Geoff MacIntosh/the Gauntlet

1 Social Sciences corridor
2 Math Sciences lounge
3‒18 residence lounges in 
Kananaskis and Rundle 
Halls
19 Disability Resource 
Centre exam space in 
Dining Centre
20 Education Block main 
fl oor cafeteria
21 Education Block second 
fl oor alcove
22 Kinesiology pit
23 Women’s Resource 
Centre
24 Prayer Centre 
25 Social Work lounge
26 PhD study lab, Haskayne 
School of Business
27 Reeve Theatre con-
nector
28 Earth Sciences
29 Convocation redesign
30 Administration atrium
31 Bio sci grad lounge 
(opening April 23)
32‒33 Schulich School of 
Engineering spaces (open-
ing fall ’07)
34 Haskayne study spaces 
(opening summer ’07)
35 Murray Fraser Hall 
gathering space (opening 
fall ’07)
36‒40 To be announced

1, 2... 35
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Jon Roe
Sports Editor 

A research project at the 
University of Calgary is 
looking into how an indi-

vidual’s frame of mind may affect 
whether or not they have a relapse 
into depression.

“In the study we’re currently 
looking at risk factors for depres-
sion,” said Depression Research 
Lab coordinator Shannon Jones. 
“Ultimately, we’re looking at when 
individuals are placed in a negative 
mood how different ways of thinking 
will impact them becoming more 
depressed. Also, [we’re looking at] 
whether a particular way of thinking 
will affect whether or not they make 
different attributions of the cause 
of an event.”

Participants in the study, who 
all have past experience with 
depression, are asked to describe 
a negative event in their past and 
what they feel caused the event. 
How subjects approach an event 
changes how much they feel they 
are responsible for it.

Next, participants are induced 
into a negative mood with sad 
classical music while describing the 
event, and assigned to three groups 
with two different ways of thinking, 
rumination and mindfulness, and a 
control group.

“The main object of study is to 
look at one way of thinking, which 
is mindfulness,” said Jones. “Now 
that’s rooted in eastern philosophy, 
religious tradition, meditation [and] 
yoga. A lot of people are familiar 
with the term in that respect. What 
it teaches is for individuals to be 
accepting and aware in the present 
moment, nonjudgmental of their 
thoughts and feelings, just letting 
the feelings pass through them.”

Study sheds light on dark subject

Rumination causes individuals 
to focus and over-analyze their 
symptoms, where mindfulness 
is more adaptive, and is about 
accepting feelings or thoughts 
when something negative happens, 
said Jones.

“Let’s say you apply for a job and 
don’t get it,” said Jones. “When 
you’re mindful, you can say, ‘Okay, 
I’m disappointed I didn’t get that 
job, I feel pretty down on myself. 
However, I’m allowed to feel this 
way. It’s normal to feel this way 
in this situation—this will pass.’ 
[If you were ruminating and you  
applied] for a job and didn’t get 
it, you’d probably say, ‘I didn’t get 

that job. It probably means I’m not 
going to get another job, so there’s 
no point in trying.’ [You] focus on 
the negative aspects of the event.
It tends to put people in a downward 
spiral.”

The study was started last January 
by a PhD student who has gone on 
to become a psychologist, and is the 

third of four studies on the topic of 
mindfulness. Jones hopes to fi nish 
collecting and begin analyzing data 
by the spring and is looking to 
have the results published within 
a year.

Depression research studies power of positive thought Cam Cotton-O’Brien
Gauntlet News

The sixth annual cancer head 
shave combined hard work and 
good times in its fi ght against the 
disease.

This year’s event, which asks 
students to get pledges for losing 
their locks, raised a record amount 
of money. The event was hosted by 
Head Shave Canada in MacEwan 
Student Centre Wed., Mar., 28.

“We raised over $50,000,” said 
event organizer Irfaan Sorathia. 
“We are still waiting for the exact 
numbers as some money is still com-
ing in. The $50,000 already came in. 
It can only go up, not down.”

The University of Calgary was 
joined by other Alberta schools, 
making total fi gures for the prov-
ince considerably higher, said 
Sorathia.

“The $50,000 was only the 
U of C,” he said. “If you combine the 
other schools it is over $115,000. My 
guess would be about $120,000.”

The number of participants in the 
event was also considerable.

“In total, the number of par-
ticipants throughout the province 
would be 265,” said Sorathia. “That 
does not include only students, but 
faculty and staff as well. The amount 
of people that did it spur-of-the-
moment was big this year.” 

“Every year we get students who 
we were unable to reach ahead of 
time,” he said. “When they see the 
event they jump onboard. It makes 
it all worthwhile when you see
the participants being able to give 
back.”

Head shave tops 
previous records

Shannon Jones talks about the value of encouraging participants to think positively. 
Katy Anderson/the Gauntlet

For more info about the study visit 
www.psych.ucalgary.ca and click

on the research tab.
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Patients shell out $400 for HPV vaccine
Christina Lam
Gauntlet News

Young women looking to pro-
tect themselves from cervical 
cancer in the near future may 

have little more than cheerful faces 
on television commercials to help 
them cope with medical expenses. 

Despite the recent allocation of 
$300 million in the federal budget 
to fund the introduction of hpv vac-
cination programs across Canada, 
women seeking treatment with the 
brand name drug Gardasil will have 
to shoulder the $400 fee alone for 
some time to come.

Alberta Health Care does not cur-
rently cover Gardasil, a three-dose 
vaccine proven to be completely 
effective against four major strains 
of the human papillomavirus, a 
sexually-transmitted infection which 
causes genital warts and most types 
of cervical cancer. While plans are 
in place to include Gardasil in the 
province’s public immunization 
program, Dr. Shainoor Virani, 
associate provincial health offi cer 
for Alberta Health and Wellness, 
said there is still much to consider 
before this can be done.

“We need to know exactly the 
number of dollars being allocated 
to Alberta,” said Dr. Virani. 
“Prevention of [cervical cancer] 
requires a broad strategy.”

Dr. Virani noted that health care 
providers have been provided with 
recommendations for the purchase 
and implementation of the vaccine. 
In the meantime, women should 
look to private health insurance 
providers to see whether their plan 
currently covers Gardasil. 

“It’s a very expensive vaccine,” 
said Dr. Virani. “But I would 
encourage people to talk to their 
doctor about purchasing Gardasil 
and investigate as to whether the 
vaccine is covered.”

Although pilot programs in 
Australia and some U.S. states 
currently offer publicly-funded 
Gardasil vaccinations to school-
aged children, government fund-
ing of Gardasil is rare. But a similar 
program in Alberta is not out of the 
question, according to Dr. Virani. 

“Studies have shown Gardasil is 
most effective when given before 
onset of sexual intercourse,” said
Dr. Virani. “We have a very 
successful hepatitis B school 
vaccination program, so [a pub-

licly-funded school program]
would be an option we would con-
sider in the future.”

Dr. Virani qualified the gov-
ernment’s hesitation in introduc-
ing such a program and said the 
vaccine’s effectiveness warrants 
further study.

“What’s the best program option?” 
asked Dr. Virani. “Who needs 
to be immunized? When? How 
will it affect cervical cancer rates?
What are the operational require-
ments?” see engineered plants, page 10

Protection against cervical cancer still costs Alberta women $400.

Antibiotic 
tobacco plants 
a possibility
Kendra Perry
Gauntlet News

Antibiotics may soon be pro-
duced by tobacco plants if 
the Canadian government 

approves controversial molecular 
farming technology.

Plant molecular farming uses 
plants in agriculture to produce 
products other than food, feed or 
fi bre. Certain plants can be geneti-
cally modifi ed to act as ‘factories,’ 
manufacturing pharmaceutical 
drugs, vaccines, bioplastics and 
industrial chemicals. 

University of Calgary com-
munication and culture professor
Dr. Edna Einsiedel led a public 
consultation between Oct. 2006 
and Feb. 2007, allowing Canadians 
to offer input regarding the use of 
the technology. The consultation
involved both online and face-to-
face aspects. 

“The consultation was held 
nationwide in French and English,” 
said Einsiedel. “Four hundred peo-
ple were interviewed regarding their 
views on the technology.”

The consultation was limited 
to  “involved Canadians,” selected 
based on their voting habits,

Geoff MacIntosh/the Gauntlet
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Sarelle Azuelos
Gauntlet News

This past week residence 
acceptance letters brought 
hope to many and disap-

pointment to even more. The timing 
of the mail-out has also left optimis-
tic candidates with little time to fi nd 
homes right before fi nals start. 

Residence Students’ Association 
president Allan Bailey pointed out 
that one of the rsa’s goals this year 
was to increase the number of beds 
reserved for returning students, 
which is diffi cult since the number 
of overall contenders is steadily 
increasing. 

“We thought the number [of 
applicants] would be up, but not 
as high as what we are seeing right 
now,” said Residence Services 
director Joel Lynn.“That’s a refl ec-
tion of two things : the signifi cant 
housing shortage in the city as a 
result of the state of the economy, 
and more and more students want 

Rez kids pack their bags

to remain in residence—they want 
the residential experience.”

Some students were also disap-
pointed by delayed renovations 
in Brewster, Castle and Norquay 
Halls. As a result, some students 
unknowingly placed the most run-
down buildings at the top of their 
preference lists, assuming they 
would be fi xed by September.

Lynn said it’s possible to ask to 
be moved into a different building, 
but chances are slim given the long 
waiting lists. 

Rent in Brewster, Castle and 
Norquay Halls remains lower than 
in other buildings on campus.

“I don’t think that there are too 
many people that are upset about 
that because anyone will take a low-
cost residence,” said Bailey. “It’s a 
valuable part of the school to have a 
residence that’s affordable.” 

For students who didn’t get into 
residence, help is available to fi nd 
off-campus housing. 

“The key service we direct students 

to is the off-campus housing listing 
service offered through the Students’ 
Union website,” said Lynn.

Currently, the website has a total 
of 88 listings from landlords who 
are responsible for advertising their 
properties on the site. 

The university is also building the 
Dr. Fok Ying Tung International 
House, to open in Fall 2008. It will 
include beds for 100 international 
students as well as hotel-style 
accommodation for 50-75 visiting 
staff from other universities. 

There are a total of 1,535 avail-
able residence spaces on campus, 
with over 2,131 applicants this year. 
First-years still have until Mon., 
Apr. 30 to apply. Currently, about 
700 spots are set aside for them, 
while only 461 people have applied. 
Returning students have about 400 
places set aside for them and transfer 
students get about 200. Family hous-
ing consists of roughly 250 spaces 
and is now running at 100 per cent 
occupancy. 

Stephanie Mamayson
Gauntlet News

While students are gearing up 
for the fi nal push to the semester’s 
end, some undergraduates have been 
taking a multiple choice quiz of a 
different sort. 

Beginning mid-February, first 
and fourth-year students at the 
University of Calgary have been 
taking part in the National Survey 
of Student Engagement in an 
attempt to identify aspects of the 
undergraduate experience that 
can be improved both inside and 
outside the classroom.

Since the nsse was last conducted 
in 2004, the U of C has been working 
to better the quality of education as 
well as the quality of the learning 

environment and U of C vice-presi-
dent academic Dr. Alan Harrison 
hopes these efforts will be refl ected 
in the survey.

“We’ve made many improve-
ments to the service we provide to 
students, but we have only recently 
turned our attention to the quality 
of the learning environment,” said 
Harrison. 

The Students’ Union partnered 
with university administration to 
endorse and encourage students 
to participate in the survey. 

“[Administration is] commit-
ted to sharing the results with the 
su and the general public,” said 
su president Emily Wyatt. “In 
comparing these results to before, 
we can see where there have 
been improvements and where

things have stayed the same.”
By targeting areas with limited 

change, administration hopes to 
have a better sense of what direc-
tion to take. 

“We shall use the results as the 
basis for a comprehensive assess-
ment of the quality of the learning 
environment, and how to improve,” 
said Harrison. “Students will be 
involved in discussions of a three-
year action plan.”

In addition to the U of C, 
Maclean’s magazine has also used 
the nsse survey to compare and 
rank Canadian universities in their 
annual university student issue 
after a number of Canadian univer-
sities, including the U of C, refused
to participate in a survey created by 
Maclean’s.

Admin asks students what they think

Daniel Pagan/the Gauntlet

High demand for spaces leaves some in the lurch

Rez dwellers who didn’t get spaces for the summer are preparing to move out.
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Engineered plants, continued 
from page 8

Students will have to eat earlier on campus this summer.

Cam Cotton-O’Brien
Gauntlet News

University of Calgary stu-
dents and staff will need 
to eat earlier in the spring 

and summer as Chartwells gets set 
to reduce its summer hours.

While Alberta Union of Provincial 
Employee listserv emails sug-
gested the reduced hours do not 
adequately provide services for 
staff or students taking classes in 
the spring and summer, Chartwells 
maintains that the reduced number 
of students on campus during the
 summer doesn’t necessitate longer 
hours.

“Most of the time by about
 3 o’clock in the afternoon it is very, 

Chartwells slashes summer hours 
attention to news and participa-
tion in civic organizations, said 
Einsiedel.

“We were looking for people who 
have high levels of attention to public 
affairs,” she said.

Twelve panelists participated 
in the face-to-face aspect and 
composed a report which was 
submitted to Agriculture Canada 
and the Canadian Food Inspection 
Agency. Panelists spent two week-
ends in Calgary learning about plant 
molecular farming.

“The first weekend panelists 
attended talks from experts, regulators, 
scientists, ecologists and environmen-
tal organizations,” said Einsiedel. “The 
second weekend was spent in delibera-
tions regarding the information and 
writing the report.”

The report supported the use 
of the technology, but warned 
the government to proceed with 
caution due to the risks involved 
in plant molecular farming. The 

panelists expressed concerns over 
accidental contamination of the food 
chain, genetic contamination, harm 
to domestic and wild animals as well 
as soil and water contamination.

“Tight mitigation is needed for 
this technology to be successful,” 
said Einsiedel. “Plants should never 
be grown in the open. They need to 
be tightly controlled in confi nement 
to reduce the risks.”

 Despite the risks, the panelists 
recognized the benefi ts of using the 
technology.

“Plant molecular farming may 
be a cheaper way of producing 
things,” said Einsiedel. “This may 
have major benefi ts for people in 
developing countries who lack the 
resources for normal production of 
life-saving vaccines.”

Though molecular farming has 
not been approved in Canada for 
commercial fi eld production, the 
technology is currently used in the 
U.S. and parts of Europe.  

very quiet,” said Food Services 
senior director Jan Morel. “There 
is not much activity during the 
evenings.”

She added that this summer 
Chartwells will be keeping the din-
ing center open for the fi rst time. 

 “This is the fi rst summer we are 
able to do this,” said Morel. “[It 
will be] open from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Anyone can come in. It is not just 
open for groups.”

This is the second year Chartwells 
has operated campus food services, 
but reduced summer hours occurred 
under previous ownership as well.

“When Food Services was univer-
sity-owned and operated they did 
reduce the number of kiosks as well 
as the hours,” said Alberta Union 

of Provincial Employees Local 52 
chair Shirley Maki. “It appears to 
me that [Chartwells’ summer hours 
are] fairly typical to the hours that 
have been available in the last couple 
of years. This is perhaps a little more 
reduced.”

Despite the reduced hours, 
Chartwells will not have to lay off 
many employees, said Morel.

“Most of our staff [who work] 
later on in the day and on weekends 
are part-time workers who are stu-
dents,” said Morel. “They are mostly 
international students who go home 
during the summer.”

Most food service outlets will be 
closed by 4 p.m. during the week
and 1 p.m. on weekends over the 
summer.

Julianne Yip/the Gauntlet
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Kudos, poser!
Editor, the Gauntlet,
[Re: “The Gift of Barong, a gift 

to surf cinema,” Robin Ianson, 
March 29, 2007.]

Gauntlet Poser Robin Ianson has 
a bright future as a journalist. He 
not only listened well and took good 
notes, but also wove a good story. I 
enjoyed the article very much!

Thanks and see you at the next 
screening!

Jocelyn Formento,  co-producer,
The Gift of Barong

Putrifi ed
Editor, the Gauntlet, 
[Re: “Poisoning by putrid per-

fume,” Emily Senger, March 28, 
2007.]

I appreciate you trying to get the 

Art is being held hostage by 
religious hooliganism this 
week, as the exhibition of a 

giant chocolate sculpture depicting 
a nude Jesus Christ was cancelled 
amidst death threats. 

The problem with the statue, 
created by Canadian artist Cosimo 
Cavallaro, is that it depicts Jesus 
Christ with arms splayed as if on 

Chocolate Jesus: overwhelming millions every day

Letters, cont’d from pg. 4

Editor, the Gauntlet,
As a second-year engineering 

student, I have had to take the 
engineering 251⁄253 design and 

Borderless? communication courses. These 
courses teach us crucial non-math 
lessons we use to become well-
rounded, professional engineers. 
As of late, each semester has had 
a central theme. The current year 

is dealing with disabilities and 
designing for them, while my 
year was about Engineers Without 
Borders.

The marking scheme of the 
course was one of the most confus-
ing I have ever encountered. Five 
stamps were used, each to represent 
a grade (Dog=4, Bus=3, Molecule=2, 
Amoeba=1, Gas Mask=Fail). Because 
of this abitrary grading system, 
all of the marks were subjective.

As good of a cause as ewb is, 
the path chosen by the instruc-
tors have made me hesitant to 
aid in the fight of global poverty. 
I do not believe this is what ewb 
had in mind. 

engg 251⁄253, take this as a 
wake-up call to why you consis-
tently get low usri ratings from the 
people who even care to do them!

Nathan Obreiter

the cross, but unlike most images, 
does not include a loin cloth, 
showing an anatomically correct 
form in full view. The six-foot-tall 
sculpture—constructed of over 
200 pounds of chocolate—was 
slated to begin its exhibition at the 
Lab Gallery in New York City Mon., 
April 2 and run until Sun., April 8. 
This is, coincidentally or not, Easter 
week—the holiest week of the year 
for the Roman Catholic faith and 
other Christian sects.

The controversy stems from 
the nudity of the figure, deemed 
offensive by many Catholics, as 
well as the confl uence of the exhi-

bition with Easter. Public uproar 
gained considerable support from 
eminent Roman Catholics when 
Cardinal Edward Egan decried it as 
“a sickening display,” and the head 
of the watchdog Catholic League 
Bill Donahue referred to it as “one 
of the worst assaults on Christian 
sensibilities ever.”

While Roman Catholics cer-
tainly have the right to boycott or 
protest this type of offence, the 
virulence and hatred with which the 
condemnation of this exhibition was 
carried out is a danger to civilized 
society.

Indeed, the Roger Smith Hotel

—which houses the gallery in 
Manhattan—did not cancel the 
exhibit due to statements of outrage. 
Rather, the hotel was forced to call off 
the show out of safety concerns for its 
staff. The gallery had been accosted 
by death threats and other threaten-
ing calls. The news that the exhibi-
tion was cancelled was applauded by 
some in the Roman Catholic contin-
gent who were not concerned that the 
show’s cancellation was the result of 
an act of terror.

It’s maddening to think that an 
artist and the staff of the exhibiting 
gallery may be forced to fear for 
their lives due to an artistic choice, 

but more maddening still when the 
capitulation of the gallery to the 
demands of the malevolent party is 
lauded in the press by a public fi gure, 
as when Donahue claimed he was 
“delighted with the outcome.”

This type of hate-mongering has 
been successful in eroding artistic 
freedom. In this case, art is the sole 
victim—not the parties whose sen-
sibilities may be offended by it. It is 
imperative for society as a whole 
to condemn this overtly malicious 
action so it never becomes common 
practice. If it does, there is no tell-
ing how much damage our liberal 
democratic way of life will sustain.

word out about this issue. I have 
recently found myself victim to 
perfume. 

The one thing I have issue with is 
your suggestion of a “scent circle.” 
I understand that if people are 
going to try to curb their exces-
sive scents, this seems like a good 
alternative. However, maintaining 
a scent circle is nearly impossible. 
Perfume and the like contain mul-
tiple chemicals that can be lifted 
up in the air and circulated around 
the room. 

This is a personal issue for me 
since I recently have had to leave 
midterms part-way through because 
of my asthma attacks resulting from 
the perfume/cologne of my fellow 
classmates. Once again I appreciate 
your bringing this important issue 
to light!

 Natalie Carson

Cam Cotton-O’Brien
Gauntlet Opinions
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“
An interdisciplinary theme

In 1974, the university boasted 
over 11,000 students and had 
recently established the facul-

ties of medicine (1970) and envi-
ronmental design (1971). The fac-
ulty of law was established in 1975. 
The increasing number of 
varied faculties realized a 
dream of ’60s principal 
Malcolm Taylor.

“The first planning 
group that attended the 
meetings of the univer-
sity by principal Taylor in 
1961 really laid out a very 
important theme, and that 
was interdisciplinary and 
multidisciplinary studies,” says 
Dr. Anthony Rasporich, author 
of Make No Small Plans, a book 
on U of C history. “At that time, 
you had a very small faculty, 
probably 75 to 100. They all had 
to talk to one another in informal 
and formal gatherings. There was 
a maximum utilization of staff in an 
attempt to use their expertise across 
fi elds. So cross-disciplinary, multi-
disciplinary and interdisciplinary 
[approaches] were emphasized in 

the fi rst planning of the campus and 
the direction it would take.”

With the establishment of the 
University College structure at the 
U of C in the 1970s, the seeds were 
laid for a completely multidisci-
plinary faculty. The University 

College system was a way for stu-
dents to take classes across faculties. 
It was established as a formal multi-
disciplinary faculty until 1981, when 
it was renamed general studies.

“In 1981 the faculty was created 
as a proper faculty as a teaching 
institution, having our own faculty 
members and our own programs,” 
says current communications and 
culture professor Dr. Christine 
Sutherland. “Now at that time, we 
were the only interdisciplinary fac-

ulty. That time it was not fashionable 
to be interdisciplinary, it was very 
much in the disciplinary era. Now 
of course, everybody is, or professes 
to be, interdisciplinary. It’s become 
harder and harder to defi ne what 
interdisciplinary is.”

At the time, there were few 
cross-disciplinary programs across 
Canadian campuses.

“My sense is throughout the aca-
demic world it was not very com-
mon to look at interdisciplinary in 
a positive way,” says Sutherland. 
“People tended to say you were 
dilettante, not really specializing 
in anything, you were just skating 
over thin ice all over the place. It 
is a challenge. Interdisciplinary 
is a great challenge because one 

“I lectured on English literature, 
elements of Shakespeare,” says 
Sutherland. “[Weyant brought] 
colleagues from all over. We had a 
mathematician, we had people from 
music, we had people from history, 
we had people from the sciences and 
they all gave guest lectures. But the 
really fascinating thing was we all 
went to all the lectures. We didn’t 
just guest lecture and not appear 
again. What we had was a tremen-
dous cross-fertilization of ideas 
because of course all the faculty 
members would argue with each 
other. There were always more 
faculty members than students, I 
think there was 16 students that 
year. I look back and think it must’ve 
been a very daunting experience for 

The UofC
Protesting the future

Part two of  an historical 
examination by Jon Roe

See history, page 14

Students didn’t have seats on major univer-
sity committees the way they do now. For 
all the appearance of political apathy, the 
students have much more influence in the 

governing now than they had then.”
–Maurice Yacowar

is always having to get into new 
areas and new ground.”

With the new faculty, there was 
an opportunity for professors to 
work together like never before. 
Sutherland remembers the first 
year of general studies 300 as being 
excellent ground for the cross-fer-
tilization of ideas.

“Bob Weyant was really experi-
menting [with general studies 300],” 
says Sutherland. “[He brought] in this 
interdisciplinary core course, which 
is still the heart of the faculty. He was 
a historian of psychology, and he 
knew the kind of interdisciplinary he 
wanted to provide to the students, he 
couldn’t provide by himself.”

At the time general studies 300 was 
a series of guest lecturers brought in 
from various faculties.

Gauntlet fi le photo
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the students, but it was marvelous. 
It was so stimulating.”

The theme of multidisciplinary 
studies still fl ows through the univer-
sity to this day, notes Rasporich.

“If we look at the most recent 
discussions of this issue and the 
presidency of [current] president 
[Harvey] Weingarten and [former 
provost Ron] Bond, you’ll see the 
same emphasis on cross-disciplin-
ary and multidisciplinary research 
and teaching,” he says. “That’s one 
important theme and a thread that 
runs through the entire history of the 
university on the current campus. 

There’s always a healthy tension 
between disciplinary studies in 
depth within a particular fi eld—the 
attempt to create liaisons with other 
fi elds to discuss new themes as they 
occur, as knowledge expands. It’s a 
healthy tension that you see at work 
during this entire period.”

Protest and growing pains
Naturally, the U of C wouldn’t be 

a university without some old fash-
ioned student protest. Students have 
always protested tuition, but rarely 
has it affected more than those who 
live on and around campus.

“Student protest never goes away, 
the student protests on Crowchild 
Trail, which shut down traffi c in 1987, 
for example,” says Rasporich.

Students marched from outside of 
MacEwan Hall to the intersection of 
Crowchild and 24th Ave. to protest 
a three per cent cut in the provincial 
operating grants for universities. 
Five thousand students blocked the 
intersection for 15 minutes before 
moving to 32nd Ave. and blocking 
that intersection as well. When 
the students returned to campus, 
they were greeted at the arch by 
Dr. George Fritz, then president of 

the University of Calgary Faculty 
Association. Fritz called the students 
“the grassroots” and added, “That’s 
where all the bullshit is spread.”

The ’80s were the pinnacle of 
student protest. In the last 20 years, 
U of C student protest has yet to 
reach the level of the 5,000-strong 
crowd which stopped traffic on 
Crowchild Trail. In 1989, another 
feat yet to be topped occurred. A car 
was hung from the arch by engineers, 
calling for free parking. The car was 
removed. Parking still costs money 
on campus.

Despite this outpouring of 

spirit, as the university has grown 
the strength of the community has 
suffered.

“There’s a diffusion of campus life, 
too, that comes with size,” says Dr. 
Maurice Yacowar, who founded the 
Gauntlet and retired from the English 
department last year. “[I went to] a 
class reunion here 15 years ago, of the 
students of my year. I came in from 
Vancouver for the reunion and there 
were about 150 of us at that meet-
ing. Everybody knew everybody else. 
There was one guy I hadn’t seen since 
Frosh Week, and we recognized each 
other immediately. It was wonderful. 

History, continued from page 13



It was a really good time catching up 
with these people and it occurred to 
me that the students who are at the 
university now will not have that 
experience. They may come back to 
their class reunion, but because the 
classes are so much bigger, they won’t 
have that network of even casual con-
nection that we had because the place 
was so small.”

“It was a relatively small university 
when I fi rst came,” says Sutherland. 
“We’re around two or three times as 
big. I think it’s much harder now to 
achieve a sense of community. I think 
before you could move around differ-
ent faculties and recognize people. I 
still recognize some of the old people, 
but there’s been such a huge increase 
in numbers of faculty, students. The 
people that suffer the most from it are 
the students. I think it’s something 
that has to be addressed.”

Typically attributed to student 
apathy, the expanding size of the 
community has also contributed 
to the contraction of student spirit. 
Ultimately, Yacowar argues student 
apathy has less to do with students 
not caring and more to do with less 
issues for students to fi ght for.

“That’s the difference in the times, 

because it’s not just at this university 
that you fi nd that difference,” says 
Yacowar, who also taught at Brock 
University in St. Catherine’s, 
Ontario, and at the Emily Carr 
Institute in Vancouver. “You fi nd 
it in universities all over the place. 
There’s a stirring of protest move-
ment in the States against the war 
in Iraq, but it’s nothing like, nor is 
it likely to become, as much as the 
campaigns against the Vietnam 
war. I think students are more 
engaged in university government 
now than they were in my student 
days and even in my early teaching 
days when I was at Brock. Students 
didn’t have seats on major university 
committees the way they do now. 
For all the appearance of political 
apathy, the students have much 
more influence in the governing 
now than they had then. And that’s 
a good thing because students are 
the most important members of the 
university community.”

Though the students are more 
involved with the power structures 
at the U of C, students still feel the 
harshest ramifi cations of a lack of 
funding. Students are packed into 
large, impersonal classes across cam-

pus, and a research-driven focus has 
drawn some of the best professors 
away from doing what students want 
them to do: teach.

“[The focus] is changing,” says 
Sutherland. “There’s much, much 
more emphasis on research than 
there was before. It has a lot do with 
money. It’s money making. One of the 
problems is that some of our bright-
est scholars, and sometimes or best 
teachers, have so much buy-out time 
to do research that it makes it hard to 
be available to students. It’s not their 
fault, it’s the pressure of the institu-
tion which puts so much emphasis on 
research. It’s certainly much, much 
greater than it was than when I fi rst 
started here. It’s increased enormously 
in the past fi ve or six years.”

Sutherland has taught her entire 
university career at the U of C and 
though she enjoys research, she 
feels she is most effective in the 
classroom.

“I started as a part-time sessional 

instructor engaged in teaching reme-
dial courses in writing, so my contract 
had nothing to do with research,” says 
Sutherland. “I got a research contract 
after about seven years in 1983, and 
that was as a instructor. [When I 
became a] professor in 1986, research 
[became] enormously important. I 
have been able to do quite a bit of 
it, I thoroughly enjoy it, but I still 
think I’m much more important as 
a teacher than as a researcher. I touch 
far more lives, I have more impact, 
generally.”

In the end, both Yacowar and 
Sutherland have enjoyed their time 
at the U of C, and have gained valu-
able experience. Yacowar notes his 
years as a student at the University 
of Alberta, Calgary Branch afforded 
him  opportunities he wouldn’t have 
had at any other institution.

“The fact that I could, at the age 
of 18, edit the student newspaper, 
was a terrifi c bonus for me being at 
the U of C,” says Yacowar. “I had 
had enough newspaper experience 
by then I could with confi dence take 
on the job. But I probably wouldn’t 
have been given the opportunity 
anywhere else. Then to be able to 

move from the nation-wide dis-
repute of my editorship to being 
president of the Students’ Union 
and having the chance to redeem 
myself, at least locally, that was an 
opportunity that I wouldn’t have 
been able to have anywhere else.”

As the campus lumbers onward 
into the digital era, Yacowar feels the 
confi dence he gained at the U of C 
helped propel him to the career he 
enjoyed as a life-long scholar whose 
career bookended the remarkable 
growth of a Calgary institution. 
Yacowar closed his career in the 
forest he watched grow from the 
acorn carried from the Calgary 
Normal School to the uac.

“I survived my Poppy Day edito-
rial, I survived my fi ring from the 
newspaper,” says Yacowar. “I could 
survive anything. I don’t think I ever 
was a confi dent person in those days. 
That confi dence, I think, carried me 
the rest of my career. There’s a big 
difference between the degree I took 
away from here and the degree you 
guys are taking away. My degree was 
basically worthless because the place 
had no reputation. It didn’t hold me 
back.”
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U of C students get their protest on by shutting down Crowchild Trail in 1987.

Students engage in a... different kind of protest circa 1973.

Gauntlet fi le photo

Gauntlet fi le photo
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Fans of physical violence have 
been ignored for years. Boxing 
is fixed, wrestling is staged 

and fi ghts in hockey are few and 
far between. Luckily for combat 
enthusiasts, the last decade has seen 
the rise of a new sport—mixed mar-
tial arts—that has taken the world 
by storm. Combining elements of 
kickboxing, jujitsu, amateur wres-
tling, boxing and other combative 
sports, modern mma traces its roots 
back to tournaments held in Brazil in 
the 1920s. The sport achieved brief 

prominence in North America in 
the early 1990s with the debut of the 
Ultimate Fighting Championship.

The brainchild of Art Davie and 
jujitsu expert Rorion Gracie, the 
Ultimate Fighting Championship 
was unveiled in 1993 and promoted 
fi ghts under the mantra: “There are 
no rules!” Despite the awesome 
tagline, there were some rules. No 
biting or eye gouging were allowed, 
and other unsportsmanlike antics 
were discouraged. Early events also 
featured little or no divisional struc-

ture, as fi ghts were usually designed 
to answer questions such as, “Can 
a striker beat a wrestler?” or, “Can 
a striker beat a wrestler with a 300 
pound weight advantage?”

Unfortunately, the visceral hook of 
the premise was also its downfall. The 
sheer brutality of the matches drew 
criticism from many people, most 
notably U.S. Senator John McCain. 
Comparing the matches to “human 
cockfi ghting,” McCain spearheaded a 
protest movement aimed at banning 
no-holds-barred fi ghting from every 

state in the country. He was even-
tually successful in 36 states, getting 
ufc events thrown off of Viewer’s 
Choice, the main pay-per-view car-
rier in North America.

What followed was a long reform-
ing process, transforming ufc from a 
bizarre carnival sideshow—akin to a 
man fi ghting a bear—into a legitimate 
sport, sanctioned and regulated by 
athletic commissions across the U.S. 
The New Jersey State Athletic Control 
Board established the Unifi ed Rules 
of Mixed Martial Arts Combat in 
2000, formalizing many conven-
tions of the sport and providing a 
written code for promoters to abide 
by. Unfortunately, the transformation 
process also coincided with a period 
known to ufc fans as “the Dark Ages.” 
The sport received minimal exposure, 
leaving the company on the verge of 
bankruptcy. 

Bryan Alvarez has covered ufc 
since its early days as editor of the 
Figure Four Weekly newsletter.

“It was huge for awhile because 
it was underground and word-of-
mouth,” refl ects Alvarez. “Then when 
everything sort of fell apart and we 
had the Dark Ages, there was a period 
where there were rules and there was 
no exposure whatsoever. The biggest 
pay-per-view they did in the Dark 
Ages involved Ken Shamrock—he 
was a guy who had wwe [World 

Wrestling Entertainment] expo-
sure—and even at that point it was 
at most 200,000 buys. Most pay-
per-views [were] a hell of a lot less 
than that.”

ufc’s fortunes turned a corner in 
early 2001 when they were purchased 
by boxing promoter Dana White and 
Stanton Casinos executives Frank 
and Lorenzo Fertitta. Thanks to 
their ties to the Nevada State Athletic 
Commission, the Fertittas got ufc 
sanctioning in Nevada—tradition-
ally a boxing hotbed—and began to 
promote shows at high-profi le ven-
ues like the mgm Grand and the Taj 
Mahal. The renewed ufc resurfaced 
on pay-per-view and began to build 
an audience, but still posted losses. 
Everything changed with the debut 
of ufc’s reality television show, The 
Ultimate Fighter, following wwe’s 
RAW program on Spike tv.

“The whole Spike tv deal is 
when everything really exploded,” 
explains Alvarez.

“Because you had a show that was 
on following wwe RAW, it picked 
up a ton of RAW viewers. These 
were fans that, at the time, weren’t 
so much into wwe’s product and 
they’re watching RAW and when 
it’s over, here’s this show with 
these crazy guys and it was the fi rst 
season so you had Chris Leben and 
guys breaking doors and punching 

The rise of mixed martial arts
by Ryan Pike

photos courtesy Josh Hedges/UFC

Jason Lambert punches Renato Sobral until he falls asleep.

A history of violence



through walls and cutting promos 
and just real personalities. That show 
became a hit and that’s what started 
the snowball rolling. Ever since that 
point it’s just been huge.”

The fi rst ufc pay-per-view follow-
ing the fi rst season of The Ultimate 
Fighter, ufc 52, was bought by 280,000
fans—nearly twice as many people 
as the company’s recent outings. By 
featuring prominent ufc personali-
ties in key roles while developing new 
fi ghters and being available on basic 
cable throughout North America, The 
Ultimate Fighter greatly improved the 
sport’s visibility to a large audience. 
As a result, audiences for subsequent 
ufc events continued to increase as 
the company presented big-name 
main events while creating new stars 
through The Ultimate Fighter.

“The idea wasn’t, ‘So-and-so 
won, let’s throw him in with Chuck 
Liddell,’” remarks Alvarez. “They 
knew better than that. Their idea 
was, ‘We’ll have this guy fi ght, but 
we’ll give him a guy that he’s prob-
ably good enough to beat.’ It wasn’t 
worked or anything like that, and it 
wasn’t fake, but it was manipulated 
to let these guys win a contest and 
then keep winning matches. That’s 
sort of been their whole deal as far 
as trying to create stars. Sometimes 
it works, sometimes it don’t. They 
made Anderson Silva into a star 

because he dominated Chris Leben. 
Leben isn’t a world-class fi ghter, he 
just happened to be a personality and 
they protected him for a long time 
and then made enough of a name out 
of him... that when this guy came in 
and steamrolled him, all of a sudden 
people were like, ‘My God, that guy 
is so great, he’s a killer!’”

ufc 66, featuring a rematch 
between light heavyweight cham-
pion Chuck Liddell and former 
champion—and The Ultimate 
Fighter trainer—Tito Ortiz, was 
the company’s biggest success 
to date, garnering over one mil-
lion buys. The debut of former 
pride—a Japanese mixed martial 
arts company—superstar Mirko 
“Cro Cop” Filipovic, the emergence 
of several Ultimate Fighter gradu-
ates as bonafide title contenders 
and the recent purchase of pride 
by the Fertittas has the ufc primed 
for another breakout year.

“I think this year could be big-
ger than last year,” suggests Alvarez. 
“[When Lidell and Ortiz fought] 
and it did a million buys, I thought 
“Okay, this is huge. I don’t know 
where they can go from here. Who 
can do a buy rate like this?” Now 
that Randy Couture won the [heavy-
weight] title, you’ve got Couture and 
Cro Cop as a possibility down the 
road if Cro Cop beats Gonzaga. 

Randy Couture, heavyweight champion
Mixed martial arts’ 43-year-old comeback kid. Returned from a year’s 
retirement to dethrone then-champion Tim Sylvia. 

Mirko “Cro Cop” Filipovic
Croatian parliamentarian and former anti-terrorist policeman, Filipovic 
is renowned by fans and feared by fi ghters for his fi erce kicks. 

Chuck Liddell, light heavyweight champion
Nicknamed the ‘Iceman’ for his stoic nature, Liddell hasn’t lost a fi ght 
since his 2003 loss to Quinton Jackson. 

Anderson Silva, middleweight champion
A fringe fi ghter that became a big name when he knocked out Ultimate 
Fighter alumnus Chris Leben in 49 seconds.

Diego Sanchez
The winner of the fi rst Ultimate Fighter competition in the middleweight 
division. Has never lost a professional fi ght.

Georges St. Pierre, welterweight champion
Canada’s gift to mixed martial arts, this Quebec product’s only loss 
came against then-welterweight champion Matt Hughes in 2004. 

Matt Serra
The welterweight winner of the fourth Ultimate Fighter contest, Serra 
challenges Georges St. Pierre for the welterweight title at ufc 69.

You’ve got Cro Cop and Liddell. 
You’ve got Liddell and Couture. 
They’ve got two or three matches 
this year that if things go well, you’ve 
got an easy million buys and maybe 
signifi cantly more than that.”

Who’s who in the UFC

IN THEATRES APRIL 13

UFC Fight Night 9 airs Thur., April 5 at 6 p.m. on 
Spike TV, followed by the premiere of the fi fth 

season of The Ultimate Fighter at 8 p.m.
UFC 69: Shootout airs Sat., April 7 at 8 p.m. on 

pay-per-view.
UFC 70: Nations Collide airs Sun., April 22 at 7 p.m. 

on Spike TV.
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Anderson Silva gets a helicopter ride.

Travis Lutter tries to escape the deadly crotch lock.



With the year so near to being 
done, you all know the drill by 
now. But, for all you APers, one last 
time, here’s what to do: bring your 
TLF to MSC 319 or e-mail them 
to tlfs@gauntlet.ucalgary.ca. All 
submissions must include your name, 
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ID number, phone number and signa-
ture. Submissions judged to be sexist, 
racist, homophobic or attacks of a per-
sonal nature will not be printed.

Happy 19th Birthday Jenny Mac. Kayla 
Kay <3’s you!!!!

I love running over people who stand 
in doorways talking.

-No accident

John Cabot! John Cabot! Martin 
Frobisher! Martin Frobisher! Jeop-
ardy!

To the kid on crutches in math. I want 
to crap in your backpack

-Big James

Silly, I’m bringing Sexyback and the 
other boys don’t know how to act. 
Bracelet = on

-Billy

Lost a black LG chocolate cell phone 
in SB 132, if you have any information 
as to its whereabouts now, that would 
be dandy.

-lost-chocolate@hotmail.com

Gym Users: does anyone else want to 
see #4 Crush bball jersey do some leg 
exercises? Unbalanced bodies are for 
Mr. Potato Head.

-don’t want to see a snapped tibia

It’s days like these that I really miss 
Sign Guy.

-Bbaj

Why doesn’t Jesus play hockey? 
Because he always gets nailed to the 
boards!

-Happy Easter

Facebook: “A method to meet up with 
old friends”... there is a reason why I 
dont talk to some people anymore...

-Facebook is for Dorks
[Take that back, you heretic! Nobody 

trash-talks online communities, not 
when you’re in Facebook country, 

i.e. campus.
-Bagel Ed]

Lose a Car?? You probably don’t want 
it back.

-Enjoying your ride

Lost: The love of my life—my black 
MP1O mp3 player. If found please email 
me at lostmymp3love@yahoo.ca

To the Phantom Laundry Thief in 
Cascade: You had better hope those 
genital warts washed out of my shorts. 
Put them back.

-ShortlessInRez

Econ: Meeting each other was the 
best and worst thing that could’ve 
happened to us.

-It’s on the shirt

Dear Joey and Vern, You’re a bowl.

FREE SPRING SKIING PASS for students 
if you stay at our Banff Sharehouse for 
10 weeks this Spring! For details email: 
banffl ocals.com@shaw.ca

Calling all Bunnies and Gentlemen: 
You have been cordially invited to 
the “Party at the Playboy Mansion” 
this Sat., April 7. Tix $5. Support the 
Dinos swim team.

Space Girl, my main regret in my 
too long uni career is not submitting 
enough TLFs dedicated to how won-
derful you are.

-Fleeonce

Alex.. I can’t believe you are watch-
ing porn in the middle of ST. Like 
come on.

-right beside you (you asked me to 
write one)

[Wow Alex, watching porn at school 
is kind of sad, but forcing your friend 

to write a TLF for you is worse.
-Bagel Ed]

It should no longer be called potty talk, 
but instead terdminology.

-thedrewskii

A&M, After this long I’m allowed to be 
sentimental. My dearest friends, I love 
you. Don’t forget me when I’m gone.

-S

N503.14 Art Therapy course offered 
this spring! Two evenings a week and 
no prerequisites required. Registration 
only open until mid-April.

To my super-cool twin/best clubbing 
buddy: We’re the best schemers ever, 
even if the results are questionable.

To the cute girl in Geography 205, 
your beauty is astounding and 
blew my breath away. Email me at
taekwondo_king50@hotmail.com

Going to have sex with two ladies at 
the same time? You need a strong 
erection or they will have to satisfy 
each other.

-SPAM

Are there any “pick-up artists” out there 
who want to teach me the game? I’ll 
buy you beers for your help. Email 
gettinglonely@hotmail.com

[Save your beer money and just be 
yourself. Also, shave your head.

-Bald Ed]
[Thanks for the PSA, do you want to 
remind the readers not to do drugs 

too?
-Bagel Ed]

Just because you put glitter on a whore 
doesn’t make her clean. Fix the Earth-
Sciences roof.

-CAW

WANTED: One Hellogoodbye ticket 
for April 12 to make me the best 
big sister ever. Please, please email:
hellogoodbye_ticket@hotmail.com.

-All her friends are going

Communism may have oppressed mil-
lions, but it gives me cheap European 
travel destinations.



points out that the appeal of his 
film too, evokes something animal 
in its audience. 

“People are interested in morbid 
stuff in general,” he says. “They 
slow down for traffic accidents. 
They’re looking for the body, 
and the worse shape the better. 
But then they’ll say, ‘Oh God I 
wish I didn’t see that.’ People 
are very interested in others’ 
suffering, and mainly I think it’s 
because they project themselves 
into that.”

 Neighborhood Watch screens at the Hi-Fi Club 
as part of the Calgary Underground Film Festival 

Fri., Apr. 13. More information, including a 
full program, ticket pricing information, and 

production stills is available at 
www.calgaryundergroundfilm.org.
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Kyle Francis
Bitter, haggard wordbeast 

Each fall, people flock from around 
the country to experience Calgary’s 
world-class international fi lm festival. 

Showcasing some of the best (and some of 
the worst) movies to ever screen in Calgary, 
the Calgary International Film Festival has 
emerged successful from the sludge of smaller-
scale festivals, standing as one of the largest 
promoters of burgeoning talent in Canada 
and beyond. The Calgary Underground Film 
Festival on the other hand, which kicks off at 
the Uptown and Hi-Fi Club next week, stands 
for something rather different. 

“I guess it’s just films you wouldn’t be 

Kyle Francis
Entertainment Murderist

“Violence and sex are integral to 
our human makeup,” says Greame 
Whifler, writer/director behind 
the Calgary Underground Film 
Festival darling, Neighborhood 
Watch.  “They’re so imprinted 
that they’re almost hard to see. 
But if it’s done subtly, it’s very 
engaging, very disturbing and 
very compelling.” 

Whifler’s film tells the story 
of Bob and Wendi Petersen, a 

able to see anywhere else,” says Brenda 
Lieberman, cuff co-founder. “We try to 
get fi lms that we don’t think will get a theat-
rical release, and we often end up with stuff 
that the ciff was trying to get, but couldn’t. 
It’s just a case of timing, and sometimes the 
type of festival the fi lmmakers want their work 
shown at.” 

“Quality is still our number one criteria,” 
adds Andy Eyck, another of the festival’s co-
founders. “It’s just not about the money.”

Established in 2003, the cuff showcases 
fi lms for Calgarians that might not otherwise 
be screened in North America before being 
relegated to the ‘special interest’ section of 
mainstream video stores. Pushing bound-
aries in all categories, the cuff screens the 
latest horror, sci-fi, comedy, fantasy and 
thriller fi lms from all over the world, includ-
ing some that have had audiences faint at their
 initial screenings. 

“Every aspect of life—from the mundane 
to the utterly morbid—is refl ected in art,” 
says Eyck. “To use a current example: we 
aren’t a grindhouse festival.” 

Like any art form that strives after avant 
garde credibility, explicitness simply for the 
sake of it can be criticized in fi lm as well. 
At times it can be a last-ditch attempt to be 
noticed in an ever-more-crowded commu-
nity or an effort to cover up for an obviously 
lacking budget, but sometimes—some-
times—it actually serves a purpose.

“I think it comes down to the pro-
grammers,” say Lieberman. “We aren’t 
going to screen sex just to increase box 
office sales. We actually had a lot more 
explicit films to choose from, and what 
we ended up with was actually fairly 
conservative. It’s kind of a smattering of 
fi lms from festivals that we admire around 
the world.” 

Accessibility can be another problem 
for a collection of intentionally lofty 
artwork. While appealing to beret-wear-
ing Brecht zealots might consciously 
brand an event in a desirable way, it’s 
not likely to bring in many dollars from 
the average person looking to unwind 
after work. 

“Our audience is usually a younger 
demographic,” says Eyck. “There’s really 
something for everyone, though. It can be 
enjoyed by people of any age.” 

“My parents actually came to the last 
one,” laughs Lieberman. “And hey, if 
someone’s not well-versed in film, the 
fact that we’re in a bar might warm 
them up to us.”

The Calgary Underground Film Festival kicks off at the Uptown 
and Hi-Fi Club Wed., Apr. 11. Individual tickets are $8. More 

information, including ticket prices and a full program guide are 
available at www.calgaryundergroundfi lm.com.

young couple who move to the 
picturesque Wormwood Drive, a 
suburb with a plastic sheen. Adrien 
Trumbull, a seemingly friendly 
neighbor with a couple grue-
some secrets, greets the Petersens 
and insinuates himself into their 
lives. At first, they’re happy for 
the friendship in a strange new 
place, but then Trumbull tries to 
kill them, and, well, cocktail parties 
just start ending awkwardly when 
he shows up, to say the least. 

“My stuff has been very disturb-
ing, and censors have always come 
nipping at my heels,” says Whifl er. 
“What really bothers people is 
the suggestions I’m putting in 
their minds. Neighborhood Watch 

is actually pretty conservative. 
There’s hardly any blood. The sex 
is completely tame. But when you 
take the little pieces and start adding 
them up into the back of your brain, 
there’s something very disturbing 
going on.”

Despite his convictions as to 
the fi lm’s tameness, Neighborhood 
Watch has a long history of making 
its audience physically ill. When it 
premiered at the New York Horror 
Festival, one man passed out in the 
isle as he tried to fl ee the fi lm’s last 
terrifying moments. Another person 
at that screening broke out in hives 
later on in the evening. Though it 
may have been unrelated, another 
man had a seizure at the FantAsia 

Festival in Montreal. But it was all 
“in a good way,” Whifl er insists. 

“[The guy who had a seizure] 
actually emailed me about six 
months later asking if he could get 
a dvd, because he really wanted to 
see the end of it,” says Whifl er. “It 
doesn’t really fi t any moulds. It’s 
not a horror movie, and it’s not 
like anything [audiences have] 
seen before. The world I put these 
characters into is a world devoid of 
hope or light—but it’s also kind of 
humorous.” 

It’s this balancing act, straddling 
the fluffy and the disturbing, that 
drives Neighborhood Watch. Like 
the ingrained human predilection 
toward  sex and violence, Whifler 
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N e i g h b o r h o o d W a t c h

Blood and gore, but not the kind you’re used to

Brenda Lieberman and Andy Eyck use their psychic powers to channel the fi lmic ley-lines running through this coffee shop. 

Chris Tait/the Gauntlet

indieindiecredcred

four years of four years of 
underground fi lmunderground fi lm



Andrea Campbell
Gauntlet Entertainment

It’s been 15 years since Reservoir 
Dogs sliced into the American 
psyche like a straight-razor into 

an ear. Quentin Tarantino continues 
to carve his niche with pop-culture 
homages to the fi lms of his youth, 
while Robert Rodriguez champions 
bigger bangs in movies with ever-
increasing budgets.  Now, with 
Grindhouse, the two auteurs and  
exploitation fans team up for a nos-
talgic double-feature that shoves 
aside story to showcase style. And 
for Rodriguez and Tarantino, it’s 
always been all about style. 

The two writer/directors have 
created a one-two punch of blood-
soaked zombie-rifi c, car-chase-tacu-
lar movies. The trouble is, they can’t 
decide whether to hold onto their 
artistic fi lmmaker cred or completely 
surrender to the gleeful revelry of all 
things bloody and gruesome. Both 
movies—Rodriguez’s Planet Terror 
and Tarantino’s Death Proof —miss 
the big red “X”scrawled on the chest 
of an American public overdosing on 
gore porn.

In Planet Terror, Rodriguez does 
what he does best: blows things up, 
makes blood spurt, tumors ooze 

and ensures semi-automatic rifl es 
never lose their ammo. Rodriguez 
leaves realism in the dust, trailing 
behind a Chopper that’s charging 
into the zombie-infested surreal.  
He recalls classic monster flicks 
and his own From Dusk ’Till Dawn 
in the story of a small town overrun 
by the “infected,” reveling in double-
fi sted machine guns and insinuations 
of torture that provoke squirms and 
nervous guffaws. Rose McGowan 
fi nally fi nds her calling as a hobbling 
joke—an amputee with a gun for a 
leg—and the rest of the characters 
connect only enough to justify sex 
scenes and fi ll in plot holes. Packed 
full of ‘hey-I-saw-that-in-Army-of-
Darkness’ moments, all the bullets 
in Planet Terror’s magazine hit the 
targets of an action-packed exploi-
tation fi lm.

While Rodriguez shoots from a 
wide angle, Tarantino focuses on 
his characters. Once again, the man 
who made a hitman’s death tragic 
portrays his criminal, a mass-mur-
dering car fi end, at a human level 
with his characteristic, down-to-
earth dialogue. It takes a talented 
director to make all his bad guys look 
so good.

Kurt Russell follows in the foot-
steps of Keitel, Travolta and Willis, 
bringing an empathic edge to a lonely, 
washed-up stunt car driver trying to 
pick up women in a bar. Tarantino 
offers perspective on the archetype 

of a psychopathic killer whose 
motives matter less than his meth-
ods. But while the writer captures 
the nuances and speech patterns of 
amateur criminals, kung-fu assassins 
and coke-head hitmen with snappy, 
pop-culture-laden dialogue, he can’t 
bring that same vivacity to a circle of 
young women sitting around a coffee 
shop. His focus on the interactions of 
two groups of mid-’20s women seems 
misplaced, as if he wrote the dialogue 
for male characters, extricated half the 
superlatives and switched genders.  
The focus and strength of Death Proof 
should be the car chase scenes, but 
after watching zombies attack a small 
town in Rodriguez’s half, the measly 
car is anti-climatic.

Both directors steal from their 
predecessors, but while this thievery 
had come with a glee and a rever-
ence in the past, both characteris-
tics are missing from Grindhouse. 
Both Tarantino and Rodriguez 

have succeeded in walking the line 
between indulgence and homage, 
but Grindhouse tips them over the 
edge, so that instead of a new take on 
something that’s been done before, 
both fi lms serve as reminders that 
someone else got there fi rst.  

The fake previews that break up 
the two pieces and the gritty quality 
of the fi lm itself are both hallmarks 
of the badass-chic of the piece: its 
main redeeming quality. The fi lm’s 
psychedelic title sequences proclaim-
ing “Prevues of Coming Attractions” 
recall the style at the height of the 
exploitation era. Each fi lm also loses 
segments to “missing reels,” and both 
include ostentatiously bad edits to 
reflect the low production values 
of the B-movie era—a self-effac-
ing nod to Rodriguez himself, who 
prides himself on his “Mariachi-style” 
budget fi lms. 

But it’s the four trailers for fi ctitious 
horror movies that steal the show from 

the two features. Rodriguez’s Machete 
kicks off the campy previews with a 
vigilante desperado and a shotgun-
toting priest; Eli Roth’s Thanksgiving 
plays on teenage slasher fl icks; Edgar 
Wright’s Don’t is more a mockery of 
horror show previews than a stab 
at the movie it’s promoting; and 
Rob Zombie’s Werewolf Women of 
the ss pushes the furry s&m a bit 
far. As in the old double-features, 
the trailers are better than the actual 
movies, and the American icons’ 
style-over-substance tack triumphs 
in these smaller doses.

Tarantino and Rodriguez get dis-
tracted by their excitement in recre-
ating a nostalgic experience, and the 
four short clips steal the show from 
the two ultimately blasé features. 
Both directors have beat themselves 
at their own game, and their stories 
suffer for it. 

Grindhouse opens in theatres everywhere Fri., Apr. 6. 
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Grindhouse 
a grind 
f i l m r e v i e w

G r i n d h o u s e

“It’s like real cars, doin’ real stuff—at full speed.” - Quentin Tarantino in The Making of Grindhouse
courtesy Alliance/Atlantis



Kyle Francis 
The Fourth Fury

At one point during Princess, 
a five-year-old drags the 
hooked end of a crowbar 

through broken glass, castrates a 
man with it, then kills him. That’s 
what kind of fi lm this is. 

While that particular scene is just 
about as uncomfortable to watch 
as Anders Morgenthaler’s third 
feature-length gets, it is a pretty 
telling microcosm for the whole 
experience. Effortlessly blending 
live action with traditional and 
computer-generated animation, 
Princess assaults audiences with 
an age-old discourse on morality 
and pornography. Namely: who 
it hurts, who it benefi ts, and who’s 
responsible.

While its visual style will get it 
noticed, it’s this debate that makes 
Princess stand-out. It tells the story 
of August—a priest at the film’s 
outset—who was inadvertently 
responsible for his sister becoming 
a porn princess as a teenager. The 
story begins with the princess’ death 
and August’s adoption of her fi ve-
year-old daughter, Mia, who had been 
living in a brothel. After learning of 
Mia’s vicious abuse at the hands of her 
mother’s former business associates, 
and fearing that constant bombard-
ment with her mother’s image will 
further damage the child, August does 
what any reasonable adoptive parent 
would do: he demands that the porn 
company who owns the rights to her 
image destroy all “Princess” related 
materials. They refuse, of course, so 
he responds by torching as much of 
it as he can fi nd, killing and/or maim-
ing a number of employees. General 
badassery abounds. 

With the exception of one par-
ticularly memorable gunfight, 

August’s moral (and often brutal) 
battles against the porn industry 
remain mostly within the land of 
the pencil and pad—though that 
isn’t to say they’re any less unset-
tling. Throughout, the blend of 
visual styles helps to disconnect the 
different parts of the story temporally 
and thematically. Certain characters 
are only hand drawn, and others only 
appear in the live-action segments, 
which typically take place before 
the story proper. The bright, color-
ful animation also subtly suggests 
the filtering of the acerbic world 
through a child’s perspective, and 
the imposed unreality of both the sex 
and violence is even more disturbing 
than if Morgenthaler had just stuck 
with one style. 

Unfortunately, the ending doesn’t 
share the rest of the film’s skilful 
execution. Though much of the 
subtext is carried on the strength of 
the narrative’s symbols, August’s fi nal 
gambit uses them as a crutch. Without 
ruining the twist, August attempts to 
destroy the man he holds responsible 
for his niece’s abuse with the symbol 
of her innocence. The thing is—given 
what that symbol is, and its primary 
function within the narrative up until 
that point—his choice doesn’t make a 
whole lot of sense from a pragmatic, 
“what’s-the-best-way-to-kill-this-
guy?” stance. Given the superb quality 
of the fi lm before that, it’s crushing to 
see Morgenthaler fumble on some-
thing that would have been so easy 
to fi x, if only he had spent the extra 
time on the script. 

Fortunately for Morgenthaler, the 
only less-than-perfect part of Princess 
comprises about one per cent of it’s 
total run time. Even despite its one 
small fl aw, Princess is a deftly-told 
story of one man who decides to 
trade sex for violence, but still ends 
up getting fucked in the end.

Princess screens as part of the Calgary Underground 
Film Festival Thur., Apr. 12 a the Hi-Fi Club. More 
information, including a full programming lineup, is 

available at www.calgaryundergroundfi lm.org.
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Morgenthaler’s Morgenthaler’s Princess Princess pristinepristine
f i l m r e v i e w

P r i n c e s s

courtesy CUFF

Nothing like chilling on a park bench after a bout of the ol’ ultraviolence.



Sara Hanson
News Assistant

Symbols are powerful tools of 
communication. When words 
just aren’t enough to express a 

thought or emotion, symbols often 
step in and take their place. However, 
as the world becomes increasingly 
commercialized, symbols have 
developed a different purpose in 
society. Words have taken a back 
seat in advertising, as corporations 
such as McDonald’s, Starbucks and 
Nike are able to attract consumers 
to buy their products with simple, 
culturally-embedded symbols. 

University of Calgary fourth-year 
art student Rylan Broadbent has 
devoted the past year to a project, 
spanning three of his classes and his 

own time. His project is connected 
to a variety of posters and cards 
stamped with an eye-catching 
symbol Broadbent has been fl oat-
ing around the university for the 
past few months. While the posters 
resemble Christian and Egyptian 
iconography, they are actually 
for a pseudo-corporation named 
Tromos that Broadbent devised to 
market his art—hand-sewn suicide 
bomber vests. As pieces of art, these 
vests are controversial to say the least, 
but Broadbent claims his project is 
about more than creating a superfi cial 
controversy.

“[This project is] about creating an 
object, an idea that is worth discuss-
ing,” explains Broadbent. “There are 
some statements built into this, but 
my fi rst objective was to deal with 
relevant, current-day topics like the 
politics of the time, and to do it in a 
way that causes dialogue.”

Though suicide bombing is a 

taboo topic for people in western 
societies, Broadbent believes the 
average person receives the bulk 
of their knowledge about suicide 
bombing from the mainstream 
media. While he says his project is 
not directed specifi cally towards the 
media, he admits it does unavoidably 
encompass it. As it involves issues of 
race and religion, suicide bombing 
is also an extremely sensitive issue. 
In an attempt to approach the issue 
in a subversive way, Broadbent came 
up with the idea of using a corporate 
entity to reveal his art. 

“I know that when you are dealing 
with an issue like this, that it is obvi-
ously racially sensitive,” he says. “But 
to raise it this way, is to raise it in a way 
that is not directed at any one ethnic 
group or any one religion specifi cally. 
I understand the sensitivity around 
this and I understand this is a seri-
ous topic. This has never at any time 
been a joke; it’s been a pretty serious 
endeavour.”

As the vests evolved into the 
entity of Tromos, the project took 
on a number of different facets, 
including the advertising campaign 
which Broadbent spent much of 
last semester working on. The aim 
of this campaign was to draw peo-
ple in through the use of images, 
including the notorious symbol 
which Broadbent hand-designed, 
and then completely catch them off 
guard when the actual ‘product’ being 
marketed was revealed. 

“A lot of advertising tends to be 
deceptive in that it is misleading,” 
says Broadbent. “[The corporations] 
are only going to give you the part of 

the story that helps sell something. 
Really, you can market anything if 
you are careful in how you do it.”

Tromos’ advertising cards are 
printed with the statement “self-sac-
rifi ce or suicide.” Without knowledge 
of the art itself, this statement could 
be interpreted in a number of ways; 
however, once it is connected to 
the vests, the discussion Broadbent 
intends to invoke becomes clear. 
While Broadbent wouldn’t com-
ment on his own personal opinion 
of suicide bombing, he believes 
self-sacrifice is more prevalent in 
our society than the average person 
may recognize.  

“It’s a universal human trait, 
whether you’re talking about sol-
diers or parents giving up for their 
children,” he says. “The Tromos 
Corporation, to optimize profit, 
has re-branded ‘suicide bombing’ 
as ‘self-sacrifi ce.’” 

Originally, Broadbent intended 
to reveal the vests next week in a 
presentation in That Empty Space; 
however, campus security has since 
requested that it be moved to a 
performance theatre or classroom. 
Campus Security director Lanny Fritz 
explains the emotionally charged 
nature of the subject was a concern 
for public safety.

“The university is a place for 
academic freedom and intellectual 
debate,” says Fritz. “But individual 
rights to free speech must be balanced 
against the community’s right to 
work and study in safety—free from 
potentially alarming and offensive 
displays.” 

Broadbent says he has no expecta-

tions for the future of his project and 
will not speculate about the public’s 
reaction. Although his original proj-
ect has expanded into something 
much larger than the vests them-
selves, Broadbent stresses the vests 
are still just art —even if they seem 
to dangle from the border between 
the art world and reality. 

“Anything is art, it just depends 
on the context,” he says. “Obviously 
[the project] was, from day one, an 
art project. The projects themselves 
have to exist in the art world and not 
outside.”

Visit www.tromos.ca for less information. 

a r t i n t e r v i e w

T r o m o s B o m b e r V e s t s

Art student makes designer bomb vests

The vest.
Chris Tait/the Gauntlet
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Think hard. Year round?
Continue your studies this Spring and Summer at U of C.

UCALGARY.CA

s p u n A L B U M  R E V I E W S

Lead track “Paralyzer” is the best microcosm 

of Finger Eleven’s latest opus Them Vs. You 

Vs. Me. A fusion of Nickelback’s ugly sludge 

rock sound with the energy and poppiness 

of Franz Ferdinand, the whole ends up far 

less than the sum of its parts. Stylistically, 

the album sounds incredibly cynical—it’s an 

attempt at a cash-in, fi nding two bands that 

are immensely popular and co-opting their 

style into a single record and pawning it off 

as unique. Unfortunately, it sounds more like 

the bastard child of Chad Kroeger and Bob 

Hardy instead. 

The album smacks of plagiarism, not only 

in its sound, but in its lyrics. With such 

Some bands fi nd themselves defi ned by their 

own contradictions. Relient K is among them. 

The Canton, Ohio-based group has been 

wrestling with the question of whether they’re 

a punk bank or a Christian band since their 

formation in 1998, and despite releasing fi ve 

albums in the past decade, they still haven’t 

decided. Their fi fth full-length release, Five 

Score and Seven Years Ago, is a product of 

that contradiction.

Five Score can be broken into two portions: 

the songs where Relient K channels Simple 

Plan and the songs where they don’t. When 

the group decides to be generic pop-punk, 

the album is enjoyable if uneven, even if it’s 

like listening to musical Mad Libs. When they 

stray from their comfortable pop-punk sound 

and attempt something different, the album 

 It would probably be a really bad idea to drop acid and listen to Amon 

Tobin’s Foley Room. 

Probably best known for doing the music for the videogame Splinter Cell: 

Chaos Theory, Tobin is much more than beeps and boops. Foley Room’s eerie, 

progressive, atmospheric ambient is simultaneously dark, beautiful, and not-

very-conducive to a happy trip.

That’s not to say it’s bad. On the contrary, the soundscapes Tobin has con-

structed for this album are amazing in their sheer scope and elaborate beyond 

comprehension. Take “Bloodstone” for example. Recorded with the Kronos 

Quartet, Tobin stands in the centre of the room and points a hand-held direc-

tional mic at random people throughout the song while experimenting with 

various unconventional instruments, such as beans thrown at a drum and 

toy cars. If this sounds way too much like musique concrète for comfort, rest 

assured the result is absolutely mesmerizing.

The album has a bit of everything. “Esther’s” includes distorted motorcycle 

noises and Dick Dale-esque surf-guitar runs atop industrial breaks. Tobin’s 

drum-n-bass infl uences come out on a couple songs such as “The Killer’s Vanilla” 

and the title track. While some songs have noticeable mastering issues such 

as audio clipping, it doesn’t detract from the overall experience. The result is 

an intricate county-fair fun-house of audio: scary at times, often surreal, quite 

amusing and always good for a surprise or two.

..Ændrew Rininsland

M(US)IC is a great album. Damiera would 

like to be pegged as one of those generic 

over-played radio bands, and they might 

have even you fooled for a while. But for 

those curious few that actually crack open 

the case there awaits something unexpected 

and rewarding. 

To say the least, Damiera’s debut release, 

M(US)IC is pretty darn cool. Tempos fl y all 

over the place, and the vocal pitches follow 

suit. The guitars sound like they’re on acid 

with their constantly changing melodies and 

complex riffs. The bass is prominent and adds 

a very strong funk groove to the rhythm. The 

disc is practically a call for prog-rock fans 

Relient K

Five Score and Seven Years Ago

(Capitol)  

loses momentum. The bulk of the album is a 

barrage of formulaic, forgettable three-minute 

tunes, making the 11-minute-long “Deathbed” 

sound like something stolen from another 

band. Luckily, it happens to be the last song 

on the album.

When Relient K is hitting their spots, the 

album is toe-tapping generic pop-punk. 

When they’re not, the album is formulaic 

tripe. The resulting dichotomy between the 

good and the bad makes Five Score a frustrat-

ing listen, as good songs like “Forgiven” tease 

the listener with a potential that Relient K 

can’t quite reach. Still, if fans of the band or 

the genre can remember to shut off the album 

before the fi nal song, they’ll be able to enjoy 

Five Score for what it is.

..Ryan Pike

Finger Eleven

Them Vs. You Vs. Me 

(Wind Up Records) 

 

incredibly clichéd songs titles as  “Lost My 

Way” and “Change The World,” there is 

no innovative—or at the very least interest-

ing—content on the album. Everything is 

boring and safe. The album ends up as one 

of those life-affi rming and deeply-meaning-

ful albums for 14-year-olds fresh out of a 

two-week fl ing.

Although Them Vs. You Vs. Me will sell a lot 

of copies because one sort-of catchy song

ended up on Big Shiny Tunes, the album 

peaks with this lead track—and since it’s 

their single, you can get it for much cheaper 

elsewhere. 

..Jordyn Marcellus

Damiera

M(US)IC

(Equal Vision Records)  

everywhere to unite and dance to a very 

offbeat and jagged rhythm. 

It’s a miracle how the band can make all the 

abrupt changes they do and not sound like a 

pile of noisy rubbish. Instead, Damiera pulls 

it all off with an air of artsy nonchalance. The 

production is done well, polished but not 

glossy. Damiera is one of the very few bands 

that manage to raise the bar with their debut 

release. With all its strangeness and catchi-

ness, this is a problematic record that’s nearly 

impossible to sing along to, no matter how 

badly you want to. 

..Janice Tran

Amon Tobin

Foley Room

(Ninja Tune)  
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Ryan Pike
Gauntlet Entertainment

Everyone thinks making 
people laugh is easy. A 
sarcastic comment here 

or there may make you the joker 
amongst your group of friends, 
but trying to make a living at 
it is hard work. Just ask Ontario-
based comedian Ron Josol, who 
leapt into stand-up at the behest 
of his friends.

“I just went up one day and I 
wanted to see if it would work,” 
remembers Josol. “You realize 
quickly it’s more than just mak-
ing your friends laugh. It’s harder. I 
got booed off my fi rst time.”

Despite the initial humiliation, 
Josol remained committed to 
the craft. Weathering the storms 
of crowd apathy, and sometimes
worse than apathy, Josol found 
his voice.

“What happened is I had to 
start writing actual jokes that 
would work,” says Josol. “Then 
when you’re comfortable doing 
that, your persona starts coming 
out  and you can start making 
things up on the spot.”

Eventually fed up balancing
his stand-up career with various
day jobs, including as a graphic 
designer, courier and call centre 
employee, Josol fi nally quit to focus 
on comedy after starring in a ctv
special. Josol admits that making
his way as a comedian in Canada 
posed some challenges, so he 
often sought additional work in
the U.S.

“Canada’s a weird thing,”  
remarks Josol. “Yuk Yuk’s is the 
biggest industry for comics, and 
if you’re not part of Yuk Yuk’s 
there’s not too many bigger ven-
ues. There’s nothing where you 
can just get paid on a regular 
basis—you’ve got to really hustle. 
In the States, there’s 10 versions 
of Yuk Yuk’s. So if you don’t 
like Yuk Yuk’s here and you’re in 
the States, you can go do another 
chain of comedy clubs. You don’t 
have to stick to one. You just go 
back and forth. Here, it’s kind of 
weird. It’s just Yuk Yuk’s, and they 
don’t want you to play outside 
of Yuk Yuk’s. You’re kind of 
stuck to them.”

Josol is best known for his 
appearances making fun of music 
videos on the hit Much Music 
program Video on Trial. In fact, 
Josol was the fi rst person to tape 
segments for the show.

“One of my friends—who was 
a producer at Omni—just got a 
job at Much, and he called me 
up,” remembers Josol. “I was on 
regularly, and now they’ve changed 
producers and I’m not in Canada 
much these days. I’m here really 
two weeks out of a month, and 
whenever they ask me to come on 
I can’t. It’s just one of those things 
where I’m busy.”

Josol joins fellow Asian-
Canadian comedians Jeffrey Yu 
and Paul Bae in MacEwan Hall 
on May 15 for the Asian-Canadian 
Comedy Night, presented as 
part of the annual ImaginASIAN 
Festival celebrating Asian Heritage 
Month. Despite the branding of 
the event as Asian, Josol insists 
the labeling refl ects who’s on the 
show, not what it’s about.

“When I work in the States, 
there’s Asian comedy shows 
all the time and it’s not just for 
Asians,” he says. “It just happens 
to be Asians, and the crowds are 
black, Latino, white, Asian… Here 
it’s kind of like, ‘I don’t want to 
see three Asian comics, it must 
be boring, all the same thing.’ It’s 
not. It’s just exactly like a regular 
show. You’ll forget that we’re 
just all Asian. In the States, 

Joking around with Ron Josol

Ron Josol isn’t merely a comedian. He’s also a thinker.

c o m e d y i n t e r v i e w

R o n J o s o l

courtesy Ron Josol

they’ll have 10 Asians on a show 
but they’re not all talking about 
the same thing. They all talk 
about their point of view of life, 
they’re all different people. That’s 
something that they got used to in 
the last 10 years in the States, where 
in Canada it’s something new.”

The Asian-Canadian Comedy Night takes over 
MacEwan Hall Tues., May 15 at 7 p.m. Tickets are 

$25 for students/seniors or $30 for adults. 
For tickets or info call 264-2778 or e-mail 

info@asianheritagecalgary.ca.

Comedian comes to town as part 
of Asian tour
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CONCERTSTHEATRE

MISC.

SPORTS

1. April means it’s time for important stuff like 
Bermuda Shorts Day. BSD wristbands are 
available the week leading up to BSD in MSC, 
but not on the day itself.

2. April also means fi nal exams are looming. 
You have until the last day of lectures to 
withdraw from a class. You won’t get any 
money back, but you also won’t get an F.

3. The Stanley Cup Playoffs begin on 
Wednesday. Can the Flames go on another 
wild run to the fi nals, or will they collapse in 
the fi rst round like last year?

4. If you haven’t attended any extra-curricular 
events this year, time’s running out. School 
is much more than just classes, so check out
a play, lecture or other event on campus.

T H I N G S  T O  D O

The Overcoat premieres at Max Bell 

Theatre Wed., April 11 at 7:30 p.m.

Tickets are $22.55 to $45 at 

Ticketmaster.

Outfest presents Bitchslap! in 

Engineered Air Theatre April 5–6. 

Tickets are $31.80 at Ticketmaster.

Be sure to check out Outfest’s 

Singing Out in Martha Cohen 

Theatre Fri., April 6 at 7:30 p.m. 

Tickets are $21.20 at Ticketmaster.

Explore The Arabian Market in 

Martha Cohen Theatre Sat., April 7 

at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $26.50 at 

Ticketmaster. 

Dance @ Noon prances through the 

University Theatre Thur., April 5

at noon, while Dance @ Night
unfolds at 8 p.m. in the same locale. 

Students $3, adults $5 at Campus 

Ticket Centre for each show.

Wen Wei Dance’s Unbound engulfs 

the Grand Theatre April 10–11 at 

8 p.m. Tickets are available at 

theatrejunction.com.

The annual Taking Flight festival of 

student plays concludes April 5–7 

with performances in Reeve Theatre 

and Craigie Hall. Festival passes are 

$15 at Campus Ticket Centre, while 

single tickets vary from free to $5 at 

the door.

Gaze at Broken City’s latest RAMP 

event featuring Danielle French, 

Lullaby Baxter and Ryan Bourne and 

the Distraction Thur., April 5 at 

8 p.m. Tickets available at 

Megatunes, Melodiya and Sloth.

Joel Kroeker busts into the Liberty 

Lounge Thur., April 5 at 8 p.m. 

Tickets are $10 at Ticketmaster.

Rum Runner, Let’s Dance and the 

Hollywood Gods get worshipped 

at Broken City Fri., April 6 at 8 p.m. 

Tickets available at Megatunes, 

Melodiya and Sloth.

The Taste of Chaos tour brings 

disorder and metal to the Stampede 

Corral Fri., April 6 at 5 p.m. Tickets 

are $20 to $39.50 at Ticketmaster.

Blue October rocks MacEwan Hall 

Sat., April 7 at 7 p.m. Tickets are 

$27.50 at Ticketmaster.

The Constantines, John Rae and the 

River and Ladyhawk invade the Hi-Fi 

Club April 7-8.

Snow Patrol, OK Go and Silversun 

Pickups fall into MacEwan Hall 

Mon., April 9 at 7 p.m. Tickets are 

$32.50 at Ticketmaster.

Andrew Neville and the Poor 

Choices bust out a free show at 

Broken City Mon., April 9 at 8 p.m.

The Robot Ate Me, Run Chico Run 

and Lovesinger race through the 

Hi-Fi Club Tues., April 10.

Four U of C students join the Calgary 

Philharmonic Orchestra in concert 

in the Rozsa Centre Tues., April 10 

at 8 p.m. Students $12, adults $15 at 

Campus Ticket Centre.

Tomi Swick, Jeremy Fisher and 

Simon Wilcox occupy MacEwan Hall 

Wed., April 11 at 7 p.m. Tickets are 

$17.50 at Ticketmaster.

The Flames torch the dastardly 

Edmonton Oilers in the ‘Dome 

Sat., April 7 at 8 p.m. Tickets are $25 

to $195 at Ticketmaster. The Stanley 

Cup Playoffs begin Wed., April 11,

so check calgaryfl ames.com for 

scheduling and ticket info.

The Roughnecks halt the Edmonton 

Rush in the ‘Dome Fri., April 6 at 

7:30 p.m. Tickets are $18.68 to 

$47.70 at Ticketmaster.

At press time, the Hitmen were 

playing Game 7 against the Kootenay 

Ice. If they win, ticket information will 

be available at Ticketmaster.

Paul Stortz discusses Historical 
Foundations of Academic Cultures 
in Twentieth-Century Canada in 

Social Sciences 202 Thur., April 5 at 

noon. Free.

Mosey on over to the opening 

gala of Lauren Simms’ art exhibit, 

Constructing Space, in the Little 

Gallery Thur., April 5 from 4 p.m. 

until 6:30 p.m. The exhibit ends 

Fri., April 6. Free.

Enjoy the work of student artists with 

Isolated, an exhibition in Art Building 

743 April 9–11.

Bermuda Shorts Day wristbands are 

available in the north courtyard of 

MacEwan Student Centre April 9–11 

from 9 a.m. until 6 p.m.

Cinemania ends for the year with 

a showing of Bobby in Science 

Theatres 148 Mon., April 9 at 

6:30 p.m. and 9 p.m. Free with ID.

Check out Kristen Thoreson’s 

master’s thesis art show, the 
Architecture of Space, in the Little 

Gallery April 9–11. Free.

Elizabeth Jameson talks about God, 
Santa and the American Way: the 
U.S. Alaskan Reindeer Project in 

the Rozsa Centre Tues., April 10

at 5:30 p.m. Free.

The Calgary Underground Film 

Festival’s kick-off gala is at the Hi-Fi 

Club Wed., April 11 at 6:30 p.m.

Tim Goddard chats about the 

Development Role of Education 
in Post-Confl ict Countries in the 

Olympic Volunteer Centre 

Wed., April 11 at 8 p.m. Free.
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Photoshop your way to success!

Ændrew Rininsland
Production Editor

About three weeks from now, 
fi nal grades will be out. For 
some people, this is a relief. 

For others, it is yet another reason 
to freak out. If you fi nd yourself in 
the second boat, an encouraging 
photo to your parents showing all 
the amazing things you’ve done 
and incredible people you’ve met 
(or vice-versa) is a really good 
idea. Especially if they’re paying 
your tuition. Yet for those who 
haven’t met anyone more famous 
than the bouncers at the Den, this 
can be problematic. Luckily and as 
always, This Week On The Internet
is here to save slackers everywhere 
with a quick crash-course in 
Photoshop Copy-Pasteology so 
you too can look awesome!

1. Get an image editor
The industry standard is Adobe 

Photoshop. However, this costs 
around $365 for the educational 
version. Even the stripped-down 
Photoshop Elements costs around 
$100. Those who can blow that much 
money on software probably aren’t 
reading this column. Thankfully, 
Adobe has a 30-day trial version 
available for all of us stingy bastards 
who’d rather blow $400 on booze 
than something productive. 

Those wanting something longer-
term that won’t blow up after 30 days 
should check out The Gimp, a free 
open-source image editor from the 
gnu project. Most of the ideas are the 
same, but it’s a bit different to use.

Photoshop CS2 Tryout
www.adobe.com/support/

d o w n l o a d s / p r o d u c t . j s p ?
product=39&platform=Windows

The Gimp (for Windows)
gimp.org/windows

2. Find a good source image
Google Images is your friend. 

Look for high-resolution images 
of politicians and actors. Using 
the drop-down menu below the 
search box, select “Showing: Large 
Images.” This way, the end result 
will be less pixely and a fair bit 
more believable. Save to desktop 
or somewhere meaningful.

Google Images
images.google.com

3. Take a good photo
Though this may be harder than 

it sounds for engineers (Zing!), 
the main thing is to do it against a 
monochrome, matte background. 
Shoot in the highest resolution 
your camera can do and try not 
to use a fl ash if possible in order to 
reduce shadows. The Science Link 
is actually really good for this since 
the eye-gouging, bright neon-green 
walls won’t match any clothing pro-

duced in the last two decades. Unless 
you’re one of the aforementioned 
engineers (Double-zing!). This is 
useful for the next step since you 
won’t have to mask out a bunch of 
trees like you may have to in the fi fth 
step. And you thought the Take Your 
Place project was useless...

4. Float in space! 
The next step is to remove the 

background of your photo so that 

you can be placed into the image of 
famous people. If you followed the 
above and shot it in Science Link, 
open the image up in Photoshop 
and go to Select, Colour Range. 
Click a spot on  the green wall, then 
increase the “fuzziness” slider until 
just a silhouette remains. If there’s 
a shadow, click it using the “Plus” 
eyedropper (Located above the 
“Invert” checkbox). Click Okay, 
then press backspace or delete. 
Hopefully, this will remove the 
background. 

Google’s pretty much the entire Internet.

Use “Select Colour Range” to silhouette your pretty self! “Dude, I totally told you: Vladimir Putin is my homeboy.”

Look pretty for the camera!
Joëlle Robichaud/the Gauntlet

see this week,  page 27

1! 2!

3!
win!
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Next, use the eraser tool to remove 
anything extra such as tape on walls 
or the fl oor.

5. Cut out the dignitaries
You want the people you’re hang-

ing with to be on their own layer. 
Press Q to enter Quick Mask mode, 
and then use a paintbrush to colour 
the celebrities red. Pay attention to 
detail where you’re going to place 
yourself. Hair’s really diffi cult; hope-
fully you’re not trying to quick-mask 
Whoopie Goldberg or Van Halen. 
For fluffy hair, right-click and 
lower the hardness of the brush. 
Once fi nished, press Q again. The 
people should be outlined. Next, go 
to Select, Inverse. Now, go to Layer, 
New, Layer Via Cut. 

6. Toss yourself in
Go back to the image of yourself. 

Click the magic wand tool (Right 
column, second row in the toolbox) 
and click somewhere on the back-
ground. Go to Select, Inverse. Now 

go to Edit, Copy. Return to the image 
of the celebrities. Go to Layers, New, 
Layer. Now go to Edit, Paste. If the 
celebrities are in the background, 
go to Layers, Arrange, send back-
ward. The goal is to have a brand 
new layer sandwiched between the 
background content and the celeb-
rities. Play with the Layers Palette 
initially located in the bottom-right 
corner. Drag the layers so they’re in 
the right order.

7. Tweak it!
Play with Photoshop a bit. Go 

to Edit, Free Transform, and scale 
yourself so you’re proportional to 
the celebrities. Hold down shift while 
doing this so you don’t turn into a 
sumo wrestler. Also, go to Image, 
Adjustments, Colour Balance and 
play with the sliders if you have a 
ghostly sheen and your celebrities 
look like they just came from Ibiza. 
Usually moving the middle slider 
to the right (i.e., increasing the red) 
does the trick.  Lastly, clean up any 

stray pixels with the eraser tool. If 
there’s a weird green outline, go over 
that lightly with a soft eraser.

8. Save already!
If you haven’t already, save. 

Now. In fact, you should be sav-
ing the entire time because losing 
an hour worth of work to a system 

crash is never fun. Photoshop is 
the biggest memory hog known to 
man, with maybe the exception of 
Windows itself. Be paranoid.

That’s it! Now go forth 
and make silly pictures! Try 
some of SomethingAwful.com’s 
Photoshop Phriday competitions. 

Better yet, send your compositions 
to photo@gauntlet.ucalgary.ca 
with the subject “Photo To The 
Editor” and make Chris Tait 
have an aneurysm!

Have a crucial tech question? A wicked-cool 
website to share? Is your cat in your PC, eating 

your megahutz? Email 
aendrew@gauntlet.ucalgary.ca!

“This Week On The Internet,” cont’d from p. 26



Talent:
This team had no shortage of talent. From fi fth-year superstar starter Joanna Niemczewska 

and solid middle Willemina Stikker-Breemhaar, to the bench players, like Holly Harper, who 
stepped up when necessary, this team was one of the deepest in the country.
Effort:

The team’s effort seemed to lapse at key times, especially early in matches. Most notably, 
the team came out fl at against the University of Alberta Pandas in the national semi-fi nals, 
dropping the fi rst two sets. Though the Dinos stormed back to push the 
match to fi ve, the Pandas still came away with the win. A better effort 
in the fi rst two sets could have changed everything.
Coaching:

Kevin Boyles wasn’t afraid to make substitutions and to change his 
line ups when he saw what he had on the court wasn’t working. He put 
both Harper and Niemczewska on the fl oor and found some success 
with the combination midseason, but when the duo lost their combined 
effectiveness, he wasn’t afraid to switch it up again.
Achievement:

Though a second straight cis bronze medal is no small accomplishment, this team had 
the pieces to challenge for a national title, and missed out on a great opportunity, especially 
with the home court advantage factored in.

..Jon Roe

Talent: 
The Dinos will lose a lot of their experience, talent and leadership this summer as four 

players ended their eligibility this season, including Glen Handley, Tyler Fraser, Blake Adair 
and Ryan Lenz. Luckily for the Dinos, they retained outside hitter Scott Price, who had an 
inspirational season, really turning up his game in the fi nal weeks. 
Effort: 

The Dinos displayed plenty of effort every time they took the court. Unfortunately, it often 
wasn’t enough to get them wins. What they lacked in size and the ability to fi nish games 
seemed to be the difference between winning and losing down-to-the-wire contests.

Coaching: 
Head coach Rod Durrant went through a rough rookie season as a 

coach in Canadian Interuniversity Sport, but he has plenty of coaching 
experience and is very respected by his players.
Achievement: 

The Dinos’ biggest achievement over the season was back in October 
when they won the Husky Dino Cup gold medal for the fi rst time since 
2000. The Dinos also upset the nationally fi fth-ranked University of 
Manitoba Bisons.

..Alex Baron

Editor: Jon Roe—sports@gauntlet.ucalgary.ca
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women’s women’s volleyballvolleyball

Talent: 
Guard Lindsay Maundrell led her team in points per game, steals and assists in her fi nal 

year donning the Dino uniform. She was the best, most-consistent Dino player all year and 
was an admirable spokesperson for the team in her fi rst year playing the role of captain.

Big things are expected of Jamie Morck next year, as the astute post fi nished eighth in 
the cis in fi eld goal percentage last year, but only managed to throw 
down an average of less than seven points per game. Barring injury, 
this should improve in 2007⁄08.

Michelle Willson lost a step this year, but still had a strong perfor-
mance, leading her team in rebounds and claiming eighth spot in the 
Canada West rebounding race this year.
Effort:

How much effort might Muggsy Bogues have to exert to beat 
Shaquille O’Neal in a game of one-on-one? The Dinos were grossly 
undersized this year, forcing them to rely on strong outside shooting to win games. But 
when Muggsy missed, Shaq always got the boards.
Coaching:

The Dinos have been strong in this area for years with Shawnee Harle. Any questions that 
may have been posed early in the season were answered with the Dinos’ 10-game winning 

streak that fi nished off their season.
Achievement:

After swiping home court advantage from the University of 
Saskatchewan Huskies on the last day of the season, the Dinos sur-
rendered to the Huskies in a fi rst round sweep. 

Saskatchewan’s Shaq, Sarah Crooks, bullied the scrappy Dinos by bull-
dozing her way to 73 points and 37 rebounds in the two-game series.

A rocky start to the season exploded into a miraculous 10-game 
streak, but failure to win even one game at home in the playoffs left 
fans with little to celebrate. 

..Todd Andre

women’s women’s b-ballb-ballmen’s men’s volleyballvolleyball

A-
GRADEGRADE

C+
GRADEGRADE C+

GRADEGRADE

A disappointed volleysaurs team after losing to the University of Alberta Pandas 
in the semi-fi nals of the CIS championships.

Gauntlet fi le photo

Measuring up
Final grades. The words sound like a death sentence handed from above. 

Luckily, most students are only graded once in their scholastic activities. 
Unfortunately for the hard-working Dinos, they’re graded once by their 

professors and once by the smarmy critics at the Gauntlet. Here are the fi nal 
grades for the winter team sports.
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GRADEGRADE

Talent: 
Ryan Annesley was the only Dino to make the top 10 scoring leaders in 

Canada West, ranking fourth with 35 total points, including 19 goals. The 
Dinos were not able to net nearly as many goals as they were capable of, 
mainly due to injuries that plagued the squad during the season. 
Effort: 

The hockeysaurs came charging out of the dressing room every night, but 
would often become complacent as soon as they found themselves up, or 
down, in the score. While they were able to pull off victories that were closer 
than necessary in the fi rst half of the season, they found themselves coming 
up just short after Christmas, leading to a nine-game losing streak.
Coaching: 

Head coach Scott Atkinson returned for his sixth season with the 
Dinos, and worked with his team to clean up areas needing adjustment, 
specifi cally on the defensive end. For the fi rst time, 
his team wound up with a losing record during the 
regular season. By the end of the season, the Dinos 
were playing well, but just couldn’t put teams away 
at the end of the night.
Achievement: 

The hockeysaurs gave fans something to talk about 
with their seven-game winning streak in the fi rst half 
of the season. But 2007 proved to be more diffi cult for 
the Dinos, as they headed into the post-season having been swept in their 
last four series. The hockeysaurs made an impressive turnaround in the 
post-season, upsetting the University of Regina Cougars in three games and 
earning themselves a spot against the University of Saskatchewan Huskies 
in the Great Plains division fi nal. However, they fell short in Saskatoon 
and their season came to an end earlier than deserved. 

..Alyzée Sibtain

Talent:
This year’s Dinos basketball team had no true stars, besides guard Josh Feist who led the Dinos in scoring 

with an average of 15.57 points per game, good for 36th in Canada West basketball. However, this team didn’t 
have any slugs on it either. Cody Darrah, Ross Bekkering, Robbie Sihota, Jeremy Odland and Brian Finniss 
are all good Canada West basketball players who allowed the Dinos to wear down their opponents by simply 
having better depth.
Effort:

This year’s team was a gritty, bring-your-lunch-box-to-work group. They would battle 
until the fi nal buzzer and would never throw in the towel, even when struggling against an 
opponent. They never lost a game for lack of trying.
Coaching:

Head coach Dan Vanhooren deserves much credit for turning this team around. During 
the fi rst half of the season the Dinos turned the ball over a ridiculous amount during games. 
The team was on its way to missing the playoffs by early February, but Vanhooren managed 
to cut down turnovers and consequently, the team was rewarded with a berth in the playoffs.
Achievement:

Unfortunately, the team gassed its fi rst playoff game against the University of Saskatchewan Huskies by playing 
poor team defence. The 91–79 loss put the Dinos in a huge hole from which they wouldn’t recover. In a best-of-three 
series, a team cannot afford to have a bad game. The next game the Dinos lost by a single point when their fi nal 
shot rolled off the rim. With the strong fi nish and the core of the team staying intact, the Dinos’ future in Canada 
West looks promising. If this team does not have the same brutal start next year, challenging the University of 
Alberta Golden Bears and the Huskies for the division title is not out of the question.

..Stewart Pallard

Talent:
It started out slowly for the young Dinos, but all players on the team 

showed steady improvement as the season progressed. The girls grew 
quicker and smoother on their feet, but in the end scoring and puck 
retention still eluded them drastically.
Effort:

The team built their season upon the main founda-
tions of determination and drive , playing their best 
hockey in the crunch time, late in the game. However, 
the team lost their heads on the ice in the most crucial 
times of the playoffs, showcasing a lack of spark that 
can only be attributed to inexperience.
Coaching:

Despite not being employed full-time, head coach 
Dean Holden and his staff have used their superb knowledge of the game to help 
the development of the Dinos not only as a team, but individually as well.
Achievement:

Despite once again fi nishing in the basement of the Alberta Colleges 
Athletic Conference women’s hockey standings, this past season was by-
far the most successful for the Dinos in recent years. They came within 
inches of upsetting the veteran powerhouse Mount Royal College Cougars 
in the fi rst round of the playoffs, pushing their opponents to the point of 
breaking.

..Derek Neumeier

women’s women’s hockeyhockey

men’s men’s b-ballb-ball

Trent Orth/the Gauntlet

men’s men’s hockeyhockey

Head coach Dan Vanhooren talks with his players. After a poor start, the team fi nished 10–10.

B
GRADEGRADE
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GRADEGRADE
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GRADEGRADE
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The ’90s
Remembering the legacy of the Dinos

In conjunction with the Dinos’ 40th 
anniversary season, the Gauntlet is 
profi ling infl uential athletes from fi ve 
decades of Dinos history.

Amanda Hu
Sports Assistant

The University of Calgary 
swim team is one of the most 
acclaimed programs in uni-

versity athletics. Among the all-star 
swimmers the team has produced is 
Olympian Curtis Myden.

Myden burst onto the Dinos 
swimming scene in 1993, impressing 
many with his versatility and prow-
ess in the water. During his seven-
year swimming career, he achieved 
great fame within the program, help-
ing the Dinos to capture the Canada 
West and Canadian Interuniversity 
Sport championship in 1997. Among 
his accolades are winning the Swim 
Alberta Jubilee Trophy for Alberta’s 
outstanding male swimmer from 
1994 to 2001, cis male athlete of 
the year in 1997, U of C athlete of 
the year in 1994 and 1999, a gold 

medal at the 1999 Pan American 
Games and two silver medals at 
the Pan Pacifi c Games in 1999. 

“Curtis is a living example of 

an epic athlete,” said Dinos sports 
information director Jack Neumann. 
“He’s done so much for the program 
and is a great role model.”

The nine-year national team 
member’s most famous accom-
plishments are his three Olympic 
bronze medals. In the 1996 Atlanta 
Olympics, he captured the third spot 
on the podium in the 200 and 400 
metre individual medley events. This 
feat was surpassed when he captured 
the 200m im bronze medal at the 
2000 Sydney Olympics, making 
him the only Canadian swimmer 
to medal that year.

“Curtis worked and worked 
at his craft,” said Neumann. 
“He paid the price to get to where 
he got.”

The 34-year-old has fond memo-
ries of his Olympic days.

“I defi nitely feel like I’ve accom-
plished a lot,” said Myden in an 
online forum. “To look back and 
have three medals is a nice achieve-
ment. I never look down on myself 
or my abilities and I set a personal 
best in the 400[m im]. I was very 
happy with that.”

Myden is currently in the ortho-
pedic residency program at Foothills 
Hospital after graduating from the 
U of C’s medical school in 2006.

Check out next week’s Gauntlet for a profi le on 
women’s volleyball player Joanna Niemczewska.

Curtis Myden seen swimming at the Atlanta summer Olympics in 1996, where he won a bronze medal.
Gauntlet fi le photo
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Jon Roe
Sports Editor

The Dinos’ hall got a little more 
crowded this week. In an on-
campus ceremony Wed., 

April 4, the University of Calgary 
Dinos inducted two more athletes 
and a pioneer secretary into their 
hall of fame. 

The class of 2007 was comprised 
of Tom Bishop, men’s basket-
ball player from 1973–76, Kathy 
Ranheim, women’s soccer player 
from 1988–93 and Marguerite Ives, 
a former secretary in the athletic 
department from 1966 until she 
retired in 1987.

Bishop’s Dinos career included 
numerous accolades: a Canada 
West fi rst team all-star, fi rst team 
Canadian University Sport all-
Canadian and a U of C athlete of 
the year award—all in 1976.

“It’s a great honour,” said 
Bishop, who is a vice-principal 
at Dr. E.P. Scarlett High School 
in Calgary. “If you look at the 
basketball players that have been 
inducted, it was Karl Tilleman before 
me, who was an incredible player. 
I played here, I coached here—it’s 
just a very nice recognition of some 
of the work that I’ve done around 
here.”

Bishop still holds the Dinos men’s 
basketball record for the highest 
average rebounds per game with 
7.2, and is fourth overall in total 
rebounds with 577. Bishop also 
averaged 12.4 points per game in 
his four-year career.

In his first year with the team, 
the Dinos finished with a 6–14 
record and improved from there. 
In Bishop’s final year, the team 
fi nished with a 19–1 record and won 
the Canada West championship.

“The greatest thing I’ve accom-
plished [with the Dinos] was the 
team went 19–1 in my last year, won 

Canada West and went to the nation-
als,” said Bishop, who averaged 20.1 
points per game and 8.8 rebounds 
per game that season. “But, it was 
a team that did it. I’ve been on two 
teams that were the epitome of what 
a team is. The ’76 U of C team and the 
1980 Olympic team. We were very 
close, and everyone pulled together 
as a group.”

Bishop’s Canadian basketball 
squad qualifi ed for the ’80 Olympic 
games in Moscow, but Canada, along 
with 63 other nations, chose not to 
participate to protest the Soviet 
invasion of Afghanistan.

When Kathy Ranheim started with 
the U of C women’s soccer team, it 
wasn’t even a varsity sport. The lady 
soccersaurs were just a club team, 
and Ranheim helped lead them to 
varsity status.

“The fact that the team became 

varsity while I was here is very 
rewarding,” said Ranheim.

She accumulated a mess of 
awards in her fi ve years with the 
Dinos, including four Canada 
West all-star nods, Canada West 
player of the year in 1991, and a 

Dr. Dennis Kadatz trophy for U of C 
female athlete of the year in 1992. 
Ranheim was also the U of C’s fi rst 
women’s soccer player to be named 
a Canadian Interuniversity Sport all-
Canadian in 1991.

Dinos recognized for their long haul

Jon Roe/the Gauntlet

Kathy Ranheim (l), Tom Bishop and Marguerite Ives were inducted into the Dinos hall of fame Wednesday.

See hall, page 32



Ranheim is the fi rst female soccer 
player to be inducted into the Dinos’ 
hall of fame.

“I’m very humbled and very hon-
oured,” said Ranheim. “It’s an elite 
group of athletes I’m joining. I’m 
shocked that I’m actually here, it’s 
very overwhelming. I feel like if I’ve 
made any kind of a difference, then 
maybe I’ve done something. If we’ve 
been able to pioneer the game from 
starting [as a] varsity club team to a 
varsity sport, get some scholarships 

involved and a little bit of assistance 
that way, I feel like players down the 
road are going to have a lot more 
opportunity than we did.”

Ranheim now lives in Oro Valley, 
Arizona, with her husband and two 
children.

Marguerite Ives joined the Dinos 
Sept. 1, 1966 as a secretary to athletic 
director Dennis Kadatz. Ives retired 
in 1987 and received the Margaret 
Southern Trophy for her dedication 
to the athletic department.
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Bishop (white uniform, jumping) says, “No dice.”

Hall, cont’d from page 31

Gauntlet fi le photo

Bracketology (Gauntlet style)

FLORIDA

National Champions

Jon Roe
Bracketologist

It’s all over. After a month, March 
Madness is over and the cham-
pionship team has been decided. 

The University of Florida Gators 
won their second championship 
in a row and became the fi rst team 
to repeat as champions since Duke 
did it in 1992.

After all the champagne, “We’re 
the winners” t-shirts and hats, and 
trophies are doled out, all that really 
matters in the end is the brackets.

There’s going to be a lot of high 
bracket scores across the board, 
because of how predictable the 
tournament was. A lot of people 
had Florida as the team left stand-
ing at the end of the tourney, and a 

lot of people ended up being right. 
The easiest pick doesn’t always work, 
but the 2007 ncaa men’s basketball 
tournament helped any neophyte 
bracketologist.

Speaking of newbie pickers, our 
Gauntlet experts did fairly well for 
themselves by the Gauntlet point 
system. Ryan Pike and I both had 
Florida fi nishing on top—appar-
ently we’re both fans of easy picks. 
Jeff Clemens had the Wisconsin 
Badgers, who were knocked out 
early, and Amanda Hu was way 
out in left fi eld with the University 
of Nevada at Las Vegas Wranglers. 
But that’s okay, because Wranglers 
are cool.

For some, the tournament is all 
encompassing. In 2005 it was esti-
mated that March Madness cost 

employers almost $900 million in 
lost work. That number could have 
only increased with the games being 
available for free online for the fi rst 
three rounds. For those whose life 
purpose of the last month has sud-
denly passed, shed a single tear.

The rest of us can wait the rest 
of the year, passively and without 
much anticipation.

Final Standings

[1]  Jon Roe  139

[2]  Ryan Pike  124

[3]  Jeff Clemens 101

[4]  Amanda Hu  64
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Blatant blunders
The Gauntlet is pretty notorious for printing things that are ill-received. 

Here are a few pieces that raised a little ire in the past.

A comic making reference to back-alley abortions on Nov. 7, 1991 (above) drew this angry 
letter (below). 1991 was a pretty remarkable year for terrible comics, also featuring a comic with 
three rabid indigenous children tearing apart and eating a doll given to them by missionaries.

A recipe for hash fudge? I guess that fl ew on Dec. 3, 1975 
(below). This recipe drew no letters, but maybe that was 
because it was printed in the last issue of the year.

Though parting editorials are common for outgoing editors, rarely do depart-
ing section editors take shots at the incoming editor (above). Though maybe 
this April 11, 1991 piece was justifi ed. Bob Barnetson organized the counter Dinos 
athletics levy increase group, then became sports editor. Barnetson wasn’t entirely 
popular on campus, before that he wrote an anti-CJSW editorial which drew letters 
for several weeks.

It seems the Gauntlet came up with a cre-
ative way to adapt the U of C’s then-logo. 
They didn’t even have Photoshop in October 
1966. Seriously, a swastika?

This poor little girl (left). She got 
sprayed in the face with nasty chem-
icals back in 1990, at least according 
to this offensively innapropriate cut-
line that drew the ire of not just one, 
but both of her parents in separate 
letters. The campus groundskeeping 
crew were pissed too. 

Just read the cutline on 
this front page photo 
(above) from 1987. This 
was taken at the time of 
the annual faculty blood 
drive competition.
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Campus craziness
Too weird to be true? Apparently not in the case of all these ridiculous 
news stories. Here are some unbelievable stories from the past you may 
have heard of, and a few you probably haven’t.

Lady Godiva is tastefully photographed in this 
Sept. 17, 1987 issue of the Gauntlet (below). The 
lady used to take her horse ride annually as a part of 
frosh week.

Some bright minds on the SU external commission thought it would help fi ght racism 
on campus if they brought in the leader of Alberta’s Aryan Nations to speak, as 
noted in this Sept. 11, 1986  news article (above). The argument was that letting him 
propagate his hatred would help discredit him, or something. Although 600 signatures 
were collected in favour of canning the idea, the SU refused to back down, and the issue 
was drawn out for months, until it quietly disappeared without further mention.

In a much more successfully 
planned racist lecture (left), a 
KKK Imperial Wizard spoke on 
campus on Sept. 8, 1972.

BSD is typically a time to cut loose, unless it involves water 
balloons, thanks to this incident in 1987 (left, above). A student 
suffered “irreparable eye damage” on BSD as a result of a combi-
nation of a slingshot, water balloons fi lled with ink or urine, and, 
undoubtedly, a liberal amount of libations. Water balloons are still 
not allowed on campus, apparently.

Who needs KD when 
you have stray cats? 
Some Mount Royal 
College students took 
eating thrifty to a new 
level in 1966 (right).

This isn’t a reference to one 
of the two times the Gauntlet 
was shut down by the SU and 
converted to the Medium. The 
typesetting machine broke on a 
Thursday morning in 1976 (right), 
the modern equivalent of the 
Gauntlet’s server exploding on 
production night.
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I don’t know what’s 
worse about this 
Jan. 29, 1965 photo (left): 
the commerce playmates or 
the free cigarettes. Only in 
the sixties.

Broken ribs, two collapsed lungs, broken lower back, broken neck, and two broken ankles 
is all a Dec. 5, 1986 fall down an elevator shaft cost Michael O’Reilly (right). Somehow the 
doors were propped open, and O’Reilly fell, beer and all.

We all know most people interested in student government are crazy, but this guy is down-
right psychotic (above). Attempted murder by fi re? Nuts. Apparently the Gauntlet’s coverage in 
the Nov. 22, 1990 article was less than adequate, judging by the subsequent letters we received 
(below). Nobody appreciated the lack of coverage for the victims of this terrible crime.

Even when the statue was 
built in 1975, no one knew 
what the monument at the 
centre of the Swann Mall 
was. The Gauntlet celebrated 
this abomination’s commemora-
tion with a September contest 
(left), that was perhaps the origin 
of the statue’s “prairie chicken” 
nickname. The results (above) 
were printed in a later edition, 
with far less humour than the 
original Gauntlet options.
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Like a rhinestone time machine

Thanks to Sears and this ad (above) that ran in the Gauntlet Nov. 9, 
1973, you could do simple arithma-tricks! for the cost of what 20 such low 
functioning calculators would cost you today.

Zounds! This computor (below) from 
1976 could actually talk! Well, it 
could simulate talking based on strict 
phonetic commands, but hey, you 
wouldn’t have an iPod today if not for 
this thing. Okay, maybe you would.

We apologize for the diffi culty of reading this 1983 review (above) of the 
seminal third fi lm of the original Star Wars trilogy, but if you can manage it, 
it’s worth it for the apt criticisms of those damned Ewoks. Fuzzy bastards.

Like most publications, the Gauntlet ran ads for liquor, beer and ciga-
rettes, like this 1975 ad (above, right), but most of them weren’t nearly 
as confusing as this Seagrams ad. Is this an ad against drinking or for it? I 
don’t want to go on a guilt trip if I’m buying alcohol. Luckily this Oct. 6, 1986 
Atari ad (right) could cheer anybody up. Hopefully if you spent $1099 on a 
computer today, you’d get more than 512K of RAM.





c o m i c sEditor: Danny Kirk—illustrations@gauntlet.ucalgary.ca
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Last week’s answers:

Across

2. “Here’s looking at you, kid.”
5. “I love the smell of napalm in the morning.”
6. “I’ll make him an offer he can’t refuse.”
11. “I feel the need—the need for speed!”
14. “You had me at hello.”
15. “I’m king of the world!”
16. “Nobody puts baby in the corner.”
17. “I’ll be baaack.”
18. “This... is my BOOM STICK!”
19. Roger: ”We have clearance, Clarence.” Clarence: “Roger, Roger. 
 What’s our vector, Victor?”
20. “I’m sorry, Bruce. These boys get that syrup in ‘em, 
 they get all antsy in their pantsy.”

Down

1. “If peeing in your pants is cool, consider me Miles Davis.”
3. “S-s-s-s-s-s-s-smokin’!”
4. “Frankly my dear, I don’t give a damn.”
7. “What is your major malfunction numb nuts?”
8. “I ate his liver with some fava 

beans and a nice chianti.”
9. “Hokey religions and ancient 

weapons are no match for a 
good 

 blaster at your side, kid.”
10. “Go ahead, make my day.” 
12. “I shagged her rotten, baby! 

Yeah!”
13. “My momma always said life was 

like a box of chocolates…”
 

Last-Ditch Effort      by John Kroes
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Procrastinations        by Erla Low and Jeff Clemens

Malicious Intent        by Kyle Francis


