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editorial

American ldol is decadent and depraved

re we done yet? Please?
Pretty please?

The sixth season of
American Idol has just finished
and Jordin Sparks took top prize:
a recording and management
arrangement with Sony/BMG.
This means she’ll produce a single,
it will be atrocious, she will fall
from the limelight and the great
fame machine will recycle another
celebrity.

Unfortunately, this tripe has been
renewed until 2009.

American Idolis occupies an espe-
cially awesome place amongst the
various reality TV shows of recent
years, the likes of which include
Temptation Island and Newlyweds:
Nick and Jessica. Not only is it
meaningless highly-scripted and
over-produced content with no real
redeeming value whatsoever, but it
also produces absolute deadweight
in the North American music indus-
try due to the plastic and talentless
performers it generates. Consider
the only American Idol contestant of
the six who has produced anything
of any significance is Kelly Clarkson
and itbecomes apparent how utterly
pointless the whole endeavor is.

On a daily basis, hundreds of
incredibly dedicated musicians
send in recordings to recording
company executives and all but

the tiniest fraction get rejected.
Yet at the same time, these same
people bend over backwards to sign
talentless mycelium such as Ruben
Studdard and Fantasia Barrino. The
result is the complete vacuum of cre-
ativity and genuineness in popular
culture known as the “Early 21st
Century,” a time so bereft of any
actual original music that the only
defining new genre of the last decade
is emo for chrissakes. While perhaps
reality Tv is not entirely to blame
for this, it is undeniable the hyper-
automation of celebrity within the
last decade has had something to
do with it.

There are two perpetual stereo-
typical rants in student papers:
student apathy and reality Tv. Can
we move on from this phenomenon
already? The majority of people with
a simulacre of intellect hate reality
programming and it frankly sucks
to write about the subject. Yet, here
we are, looking forward to seasons
seven and eight of American Idol,
nine of Big Brother, 10 of The
Bachelor and 15 of Survivor, with
no reprieve in sight.

One could argue that the music
and television industries are only
bowing to the whims of consumers
and that if people stopped buying
and watching, American Idol would
be cancelled. Indeed, it seems the
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Despite 43 fresh RCMP hires, May long mayhem finds a way.

exact opposite is occurring as evi-
denced by the continual increasing of
that show’s viewership. Apparently
there’s no accounting for taste. Thus,
I submit this simple plea: please stop
watching. Your grandchildren will
thank you and think you're less lame

once our generation has produced
something actually worth listening
to four decades from now.

FEndrew Rininsland
Opinions Editor
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Students’ Union Volunteer Services

Students for Literacy

NEEDS VOLUNTEERS FOR

DR

ACEWAN

Conference & Event Centre

UNIVERSITY OF

EMPLOYMENT

CALGARY

5 Student Members Needed!

The Students’ Union (SU) requires five student
members to sit on its judicial body - the Review
Board. Duties may include reviewing applications,
examining evidence, reviewing and interpreting
bylaws, ruling on grounds for hearing, participating
in hearings, and rendering decisions. This position
represents an excellent opportunity to experience a
quasijudicial process at work.

The student member can be a member of the on or
off-campus community.

This is a twoyear term with minimal time
commitment. The Review Board meets only when
an application is received.

Please submit a resume & letter of interest to the:
Student Rights Advisor

MSC 251, email: sra@su.ucalgary.ca,

Fax: 284-1653 Phone:220-3909.

of a child’s face, captivated
by their own imagination.

Promote literacy.
participate in games and crafts.
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En JOQ the outdoors.

Saturday Jun. 16 - Aug. 25, 12:00 - 3:00 pm
Volunteers are asked to help out on three Saturdays
If you enjoy children and being outside, come join our team. Must
be 18 years of age or older and an undergraduate U of C student.

To volunteer, go to www.su.calgary.ca or stop
by the SUVS office in MSC 225. Deadline to
apply is May 31, 2007.

Dr. Seuss in the Park is a University of Calgary Students’
Volupteer Union Volunteer Services program that promotes literacy
Services for children in the Calgary community.

CATERING SUPERVISOR &

CATERING SHIFT LEADER

Exciting full-time opportunities in our rapidly
expanding conference & events department.
Located in the MacEwan Student Centre at the
heart of the University of Calgary, we are looking
for proven staff that excel in ensuring client
expectations are exceeded.  One year plus of
supervisory experience in banquet, meeting and
event operations. We offer a diverse, exciting and
ever-changing environment along with a
competitive compensation package and benefits.

CATERING STAFF
Part-time catering positions that work around
YOUR school schedule!

To apply, please submit your resume and
cover letter to the Students' Union, MSC
251 or email to resumes(at)su.ucalgary.ca.
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MLAs speak out about PSE discrepancies

U of C received $364 million less in capital funding than U of A over three years

Sara Hanson
News Assistant

wo Conservative MLAs from

Calgary are fueling the fire

between the University
of Alberta and the University of
Calgary with claims that the pro-
vincial government’s funding scales
are tipped in favour of the northern
institute.

Calgary-Nose Hill mLa Neil
Brown has been examining the
funding inequality between the
two universities for over two years
and currently sits on the Alberta
Public Accounts Committee.
The committee’s members are
given the opportunity to ques-
tion deputy ministers about each
department’s account records.
After recently questioning the
Advanced Education deputy min-
ister, Brown concluded that in the
past three years, the U of C received
$364 million less than the U of A in
provincial capital project funding.
Brown also found that while the
U of A receives $11,374 per full-
time student in operating funds, the
U of C receives only $10,105.

“There may be some inherent

tendency [for
bureaucrats] to
favour the home
university,” he
said.

Calgary-Bow
MLA Alana
DeLong also
believes favorit-
ism within the Department of
Advanced Education has created
an unbalance in funding between
the two universities.

“Essentially you've got the depart-
ment people here [in Edmonton]
so they’ve naturally got a bias,” she
said. “They see their university as
the only university. They really do
care more about the U of A.”

DeLong explained that according
to a provincial funding formula that
calculates how much a university’s
per-student operating grants should
be, the U of C is underfunded.

“The last time I did these calcula-
tions, it turned out that the fund-
ing would be the same [for both the
U of C and the U of A],” she said.

Although the funding inequal-
ity between the U of A and
U of C is evident, Advanced
Education minister Doug Horner

Brown.

denied that a bias within Edmonton
exists.

“They are notlooking at the whole
picture here,” he said. “We base
[funding] on need, and all univer-
sities in Alberta need funding.”

Horner explained that the num-
bers reported for the operating
grants are only averages and the
amount of money designated for
students changes from faculty to
faculty. Therefore, the difference
between the two universities is a
result of the number of students
enrolled in different faculties.

“You can’t just take the averages,”
said Horner. “It’s not on a one to
one basis. We’re looking at it from
a ‘campus Alberta’ approach.”

Brown disagreed.

“That difference has dimin-
ished,” he said, noting the
U of C now accepts the same
number of medical students as the
U of A. “You can’t explain [the
inequality] in terms of faculties.”

Horner also noted the U of A is
the only institution for students in
Northern Alberta, whereas students
from the south have the choice
between attending the U of C or
the University of Lethbridge.

“That’s not to
say I don’t think
we need more
students  in
Calgary,” added
Horner. “I think
we do.”

While U of C
vice-president
external Roman Cooney doesn’t
think there is a bias within the
government, he did acknowledge
that there is a funding inequality.

“There is a gap in both the capi-
tal and operating [budgets],” said
Cooney. “But rather than getting
bogged down with those details, we
need to focus on increasing access
[to post-secondary education]
across the board.”

In addition to equalizing pro-
vincial funding between the two
institutions, Brown also noted
improved access to PSE should be
a priority for the government.

“We need to increase access,” he
said. “Calgary is the institution with
the greatest access problem in the
province. We have to create more
spaces.”

The provincial government cur-
rently has $1.6 billion to allocate

Cooney.

U of C to lead provincial lobby group

Mike Selnes is chosen to chair the Council of Alberta University Students

Katy Anderson
News Editor

The Council of Alberta University
Students picked Mike Selnes, the
University of Calgary’s Students’
Union vice-president external, as
its new leader last week.

causisastudent-driven organiza-
tion that provides a unified voice for
the province’s three universities.

“It was formed in 1986 when
the individual student unions rec-
ognized that they would represent
their students better united than
they would individually,” said caus
staff member Duncan Wojtaszek.

Last year, the su spent $27,660
on a caus membership fee. The
cost varies year-to-year based on
the number of full time students at
the institution. Despite the cost,
Wojtaszek feels the organization
is effective.

“caus was at the forefront of call-
ing for changes to affordability and
accessibility in Alberta,” Wojtaszek
said. “We were the group calling for
tuition freezes in 2004. We were a
group who was calling for increased
investment by the province and
Advanced Education for the
past three years and while we still
feel there [are] significant chal-
lenges in the system, certainly we’ve
been effective in altering the
system in government policy.”

As chair, Selnes will be the official
representative for cAus, attending
meetings, doing any formal let-
ter-writing and media interviews
on behalf of the organization.
Wojtaszek is the only full time
staff member and focuses on policy
research and development. Selnes
agreed that the caus membership is
well worth the cost to students.

“The big reason why caus is
effective is because when I speak
as CAUS chair, I speak on behalf of
over 60,000 university students in
Alberta,” said Selnes. “It’s important
that we have a united voice for stu-
dents across the province because at
times there can be differences in the
way students in Edmonton, Calgary
and Lethbridge think, so it gives us
a venue to actually come together
and present a united opinion on
any issue, as well as lobby the gov-
ernment together. The worst thing
that could happen is if somebody
in Edmonton is going to the pro-
vincial government and saying
one thing, where as somebody in
Calgary is saying another thing and
somebody in Lethbridge is saying
another thing. The government
will not respect students’ opinions
as much as if we can actually have
a unified voice.”

In the past, there has been specula-
tion that a leadership role in a lobby
group—provincial or federal—has

Daniel Pagan/the Gauntlet

Selnes talks about his plans for CAUS.

often led to too much time away
from home campus issues.

“I'd like to say it will add to my
role as vp external here,” said Selnes.
“Post-secondary education falls
under provincial jurisdiction, and
so any direct funding that comes for
post-secondary education will hap-
pen through the provincial govern-
ment. I figured having a strong voice
from the University of Calgary deal-
ing with the minister of Advanced
Education on any decisions that
are made actually makes my
role stronger here as the vp exter-
nal. It will be a significant time
commitment, but it’s one that I've
planned for and prepared for.”

Like the Students’ Unions execu-
tives CAUS represents, both the lead-
ers and the goals change annually.
While still early in the year, Selnes
said they have already set three main
strategic goals.

“We’re hoping to develop a strong
media campaign to correspond
with the election, if it happens,”
said Selnes. “Even if the election
does not happen this year, the
framework will be in place to put
in a strong media campaign [in the
future]. We’re hoping to influence
the government to take post-second-
ary seriously and listen to some of
our initiatives. We’ve developed
three main priorities for caus for

to PSE over the next three years.
However, there are already a num-
ber of capital projects throughout
the province which are waiting for
provincial funding, including the
U of C’s Institute for Sustainable
Energy, Environment and
Economy.

“We really do need to look at
our overall prospective,” said
Horner. “What is the regional
need and how do we fold that
into the Alberta need?”

Cooney noted that pressuring
the government for the ISEEE
funding is currently the univer-
sity’s top priority.

“The province knows this is
critical to us,” said Cooney. “We
will hopefully know in the next
few weeks if that funding will be
secured for the next year.”

Although Horner would not
provide a deadline, he hinted the
university will receive the funding
in the near future.

“I’'m working on the ISEEE
project and we've done a
lot of work with the U of C
executive team,” he said. “I'm
hopeful that we will be able to
move that proposal forward.”

the year—which will be bringing
tuition back into legislation. We
also want to develop more hous-
ing for students, and we’ve decided
the best way to do this is to develop
more university residences, some-
thing that was agreed on by the
Uof A, Uof Cand U of L. We've
also talked about continuing to ask
for reforms in the studentloan and
finance system, so more funding
for students with less debt.”

LSAT MCAT
GMAT GRE

Preparation Seminars

Complete 30-Hour Seminars
Proven Test-Taking Strategies
Personalized Professional Instruction

Comprehensive Study Materials

Simulated Practice Exams

Free Repeat Policy

Personal Tutoring Available
Thousands of Satisfied Students

Oxford Seminars

18007791779 / 780-428-§700
www.oxfordseminars.com
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U of C researcher studies ways to avoid trathc

Katy Anderson
News Editor

ity-savy drivers often strategize every

time they jump in their car, planning

the fastest way to their destination.
Few, however, take it as far as Dr. Alex de
Barros, a civil engineering professor at the
University of Calgary.

De Barros is looking at ways to help driv-
ers commute more quickly by processing raw
traffic data into usable information that will
be available on the Internet.

“We’relooking into ways of providing better
information on traffic conditions to drivers
so they can make better-informed decisions,”
said de Barros. “One of the problems we have
today is that if you, as a driver, want to go
somewhere and you have several options for
routes, you have no idea which route is going
to be congested.”

The objective of his research is to come
up with a technology that will collect traffic
data in real time and input it into a computer
model that will predict traffic conditions on
all routes available.

“[Global positioning systems tell] you where
you are, the Gps devices that are now installed
on automobiles have the ability to tell you the
shortest distance between where you are and
where you want to go,” said de Barros. “It does
not tell you anything about traffic conditions.
So it may very well be that the shortest route
is not going to be the best route because it’s
going to take you longer to get there.”

De Barros said media traffic

Katy Anderson/the Gauntlet

De Barros is developing an algorithm that will predict traffic flows.

reports are not much more helpful.

“Radio traffic information is very limited
in its content,” he said. “It can tell you that
Glenmore trail is congested now and that
Heritage drive is free, but if you are in the
Nw and you are planning to go south, it’s
going to take you at least 30 minutes to get
there, and by the time you get there the con-
ditions may have changed significantly. This
technology we are working on is about traf-
fic predictions. It’s trying to predict traffic
conditions, not only now but in the next 30
to 60 minutes.”

De Barros explained that to be effective,
the algorithm must run repeatedly to include
drivers’ responses to information. Much like
aradio report, a single run would only result
in diverting traffic elsewhere.

“It’s going to do one run and then it’s going
to find that because of the drivers reaction,
now everyone is congesting the other route,”
he said. “Then it’s going to do another run,
and so on and so forth, until it reaches the
point of an equilibrium.”

De Barros said the infrastructure is all in
place; it’s just a matter of developing the

technology and algorithms to process the
data.

“This is all part of a broader area of research,
called intelligent transportation systems,
which looks into using technology to improve
the transportation systems themselves,” he
explained. “The only problem is, especially
here in North America, the development of
it has focused too much on the hardware, on
developing the sensors and computers, and
the gadgets to collect the information and
convey it to the public. But very little has
been done to actually develop the intelligence
in the systems—the algorithms—to make
something intelligent of the data. An
algorithm is a computer system that is going to
process that information and then come up with
some information that is usable to the driver.”

According to de Barros, the projectis still in
its beginning stages because currently, there
is no adequate cost estimates available.

“The idea is that it is going to be available
to anyone who can access the web,” said de
Barros. “[However,] it depends on who is
going to be providing the service. If the city
is going to be providing the service, then it
will be available to everyone. If it’s going to be
a company that is developing a commercial
product, then you will have to pay a fee.”

De Barros said he is examining the possible
environmental effects his research will have
on emissions.

“That’s the very reason we’re doing
this research,” he said. “Because we
want to find out the impact it
can have on the environment.”

District energy presents alternative to grid system

Katy Anderson

News Editor

Rising environmental concerns
and soaring gas prices mean changes
in energy management are becoming
increasingly necessary.

The Canadian District Energy
Association, the Canadian

Urban Institute, and the Toronto
Atmospheric Fund have partnered
to create a national research initiative
that will study the implementation of
district energy systems in municipali-
ties across the country. Along with

the University of Calgary’s Institute
for Energy, Environment and
Economy, the trio held a workshop
at the Olympic Volunteer Centre
Wed., May 23.

“The Urban Energy Solutions
project is a pan-Canadian research
project looking at the opportunity
of the application of district energy
systems in communities to help them
address their energy and conserva-
tion needs as well as infrastructure
adaptation and resiliency,” cut edu-
cation and research manager and UEs
project manager Brent Gilmore.

Gilmore explained district energy
is more than just a technology; it has
become a way of thinking about
how to plan for community energy
reduction.

“District energy, in its most sim-
plistic terms, is the production of
thermal and electrical [energy] dis-
tributed throughout a network to a
number of buildings or customers,”
he said.

Gilmore said that district energy
is just starting to gather interest in
Calgary.

“What it offers is a way to focus

Are you looking
for a Career in
Health Care?

The Calgary Ophthalmic Medical Technology Program (COMTP) is
currently recruiting students for their 2 year full time training program
which will begin September 4th, 2007. Graduates of the COMTP will

become Ophthalmic Medical Technologists (OMT). Technologists
work with Ophthalmologists and perform diagnostic tests that help to
ensure the accurate diagnosis and treatment of the diseased eye.

The COMTP offers a comprehensive and up-to-date training
experience in the field of ophthalmic medical technology. An OMT’s
area of expertise includes patient work-ups, ophthalmic
photography, ophthalmic ultrasound, visual field testing, and

The deadline for submitting applications is 1 June 2007.
www.calgaryhealthregion.ca/ophthalmic or contact

Craig Simms, COMT, ROUB, Clinical Instructor / Program Director, COMTP
Craig.Simms@CalgaryHealthRegion.ca or phone 943-8526

u‘_’.F calgary health r

electro-diagnostic testing.

For more information please visit

on improving your overall energy
efficiency for the community,” he
explained. “As well as a strategy to
help retain and encourage new types
of organizations and business devel-
opment by providing them with a
secure supply of energy that’s afford-
ably priced and, at the same time,
has social and economic benefits, as
well as [those] of the environmental
nature.”

He added the system would also
help to offset certain types of air
emissions by producing fewer than
the provincial grid system, and offers
solutions for how communities can
improve their infrastructure.

“You’re using one type of fuel
to produce more than one type of
power source,” he said. “You are
catching two things at once, which
helps you really optimize fuel at the
same time [as] providing a greater
range of services.”

According to Gilmore, there are a
number of challenges to the imple-
mentation and operation of district
energy system.

“It’s just an alternate way of
producing power, and potentially
one that may be more viable at the
locallevel,” said Gilmore. “Each com-
munity is different and should look
at what works best for them.”

City of Calgary project leader
for sustainable communities
Dick Ebersohn said district
heating is being analyzed
and is close to implementation
for use in the East Village.

“Ithink [district energy] is a viable
solution for Calgary, from several
perspectives; for meeting our goal
for greenhouse gas emissions, in
trying to become more resilient as a
community, to things such as increas-
ing costs, production initiatives and
also the impact of external cutoffs,”
said Ebersohn.

ATcO Gas Bow Valley Operations
general supervisor Chris Biegler
agreed that district heating has tre-
mendous advantages in both cost and
environmental impact.

“We are a partner in the [Drake
Landing Solar Community] project
in Okotoks,” said Biegler. “It’s a
52-home project. What we’re doing
is providing heat for the homes from
solar energy. By the time were fin-
ished, approximately 9o per cent of
their space heating needs will come
from solar energy.”

Biegler said that the Okotoks
project is a demonstration project
that will showcase how solar tech-
nology could work in a larger district
energy system.

“The U of C is a prime example
of a district energy system,” said
Biegler. “The whole campus is a
district energy system. There is
a central heating plant and each
building receives its heat from that
plant. We're just trying to learn
how all these individual houses can
be serviced the same way.”

Biegler expects construction
of the community is expected
to be finished this summer.
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Stupid white men vs. biased white filmmakers

Cam Cotton-0'Brien
Gauntlet Opinions

s militant movie-maker Michael

Moore a journalist? This ques-

tion could be dismissed as
irrelevant by some if it wasn’t his
best chance of avoiding jail.

The not-quite-recondite issue of
the United States’ absurd health
care system is the subject of his
newest film, Sicko, some portions
of which were filmed in Cuba,
landing him in trouble with the
Us Treasury Department. They
are investigating whether or not
he is in violation of the 1962 trade
embargo against the communist
country. Moore maintains he was

there for the express purpose of
filming a documentary under the
classification of a journalist, which
would grant him the privilege of
going to Cuba.

While it’s hard to argue Moore
is actually a journalist (any sem-
blance of objective reporting being
a key omission on his behalf), he
should be granted the privileges
allotted to journalists. Nobody
claimed Michael Moore is an objec-
tive reporter. When discussing him
with friends and colleagues often
his movies are referred to as pro-
paganda. Regardless, it’s undeniable
he provides a valuable service. He
brings important issues to light that
are otherwise brushed aside. Simply
because he is not operating in a
strictly journalistic medium does
not make him irrelevant.

Let’s face it, the us health care

system is unfathomably embar-
rassing, yet most of the “news”
has to do with Paris Hilton (osten-
sibly) going to jail. This being the
case, it seems completely accept-
able that Mr. Moore should be
allowed to visit Cuba to film for
his documentary. It’s arguable
that, by playing to the audience
(as many of his critics allege he
does), he is able to disseminate this
information through a much wider
segment of the population. Perhaps
some people are stupid enough to
believe everything they see or read,
but I think that most individuals are
merely spurned into questioning
the issues presented in his mov-
ies, motivating them to seek out
information on their own accord,
which they can then use to form an
opinion for themselves.
Sometimes it is this type of more

creative, less factual style that is
required to address certain issues.
This is not a recent phenomenon.
Consider the bombing of Dresden
in World War Two—ranking with
the two atomic bombs on the list
of most catastrophic orgies of
indiscriminate murder during that
war—was not widely acknowledged
until 1969 when recently-deceased
writer Kurt Vonnegut published
SlaughterHouse-Five. This novel
is clearly not a journalistic work,
yet it served that purpose and was
able to expose a massive atrocity
regular forms of journalism had
neither been able or willing to
address for 24 years. Sometimes
these untraditional forms of
information dissemination are
required.

It is for similar reasons that
Michael Moore should be pro-

tected as a journalist in Cuba
even though it’s an uncomfort-
able prospect admitting he
actually deserves the title. Yes,
his work may be uneven (or
even brazenly one-sided), but if
it acts to increase the visibility
of important issues, it is serving
a journalistic purpose. As such,
Michael Moore should be allowed
to go to Cuba to film without
having to hide copies of his work
in foreign countries for fear of
the us government confiscating
them—something which he has
been forced to do.

The Bush administration should
realize Michael Moore will be
around much longer than they
ever will and should stop trying
to undermine a member of the
national media, regardless of his
political colours.

Editor: Amanda Hu—sports@gauntlet.ucalgary.ca
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Poignant-yet-predictable playoft prognostications

Jon Roe
Sports Opinions

Make no mistake, the Ottawa
Senators are the best team left
in the playoffs, and they have
been the best team since their
opening round brush-off of the
pesky Pittsburgh Penguins. With
their top three scorers placing
among the league’s top four in
scoring, timely goaltending from
Ray Emery, and only three losses
hung on their board so far—they’re
looking like a mighty fine Stanley
Cup-winning machine for the first
time outside of prognosticators’ pre-
season predictions. As for their
opponents the Anaheim Ducks,
despite having only one more loss
to their name, and coming out of a
much tougher Western Conference,
they now sport a “Hello we're the
underdogs” label.

Defence has been the name of the
Ducks’ game so far in these play-

offs, with former Hart and Norris
winner Chris Pronger leading the
charge and the team in scoring
with 14 points. But after finishing
ninth in the league with 3.10 goals
per game in the regular season, the
Ducks’ goal scoring has dried up.
In the playofts, they’ve averaged
half a goal per game less, largely
due to drop-offs on their top line.
Teemu Selanne, who finished third
in the league with 48 goals, has only
five so far this post-season. Andy
McDonald, who picked up 78
points in the regular season, has
snagged only seven, including just
two assists after 51 helpers in the
regular season. And Chris Kunitz,
who is unlikely to return in the
playoffs, only had six points before
he broke his wrist. Though former
Calgary Hitman Ryan Getzlaf has
been a force of reckoning for the
Ducks with 13 points, the Ducks will
need more goal scoring from their
top line to get their names engraved
on the mug.

As for the Sens, their Stanley story
is not about their top players pull-
ing a Houdini for the first time in

=
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recent memory. But now, second-
ary scoring has dried up. Behind
Daniel Alfredsson, who’s currently
third on the team and fourth in the
league in scoring, their next-highest
point-getters are d-men Joe Corvo
and Wade Redden, who have
eight points apiece. Trade dead-
line acquisition Mike Comrie
had the hot hand early on, pick-
ing up three points in the series
against the Penguins and pro-
vided the Sens with the backup
points-accumulation they needed,
but has since disappeared. Comrie
has only two points in his last 10
games. If the Alfredsson/Spezza/
Heatley line gets shut down by
the $14 million-a-year, Norris-

Teach English
Overseas
1 4

Intensive 60-Hour Program

Classroom Management Techniques
Detailed Lesson Planning
Comprehensive Teaching Materials
Internationally Recognized Certificate
Teacher Placement Service

Money Back Guarantee Included
Thousands of Satisfied Students

.» OXFORD

SEMINARS

1-800-779-1779 / 780-428-8700

www.oxfordseminars.com

nominated tandem of Pronger and
Scott Niedermayer, then they’ll need
someone to squeak a few goals in.

In the crease, though Anaheim’s
J.S. Giguere is the better goal-
tender, and has the stellar
playoff credentials to prove it,
Emery has been good when he’s
needed to be for the Sens. Giguere,
after starting off hot against the
Minnesota Wild and Vancouver
Canucks, both teams who couldn’t
buy a goal, struggled against the
Wings, letting in three goals four
times. Though three of those games
were Ducks wins, his save percent-

i}

.

the pa

age dropped from .951 against the
Canucks and Wild to .909 against
the Wings.

Defence wins champion-
ships—or so the old adage goes,
and the Ducks hold the edge
talent-wise, if not stats-wise in
that respect. But the Sens
have looked too good in all
aspects of their game. The
cup is coming back to Canada,
Sens in six.

The views of Jon Roe do not necessarily reflect
those of the Gauntlet staff. Furthermore, it's his
fault—not ours—if he just jinxed the Sens with his
latest prediction. Please don’t come to the office
with pitchforks and torches if they lose.

il

know what I'm
really telling you?
Is it something
that you can
understand?

radio gauntlet | TUESDAYS | 6 pm
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These tricks aren’t just for kids

Calgary International Children’s Festival celebrates two decades of excellence

Children'sFestival

eventopreview

Ryan Pike

Entertainment Editor

eople often associate

certain times of year with

certain events. While May
in Calgary typically signals a
slightly diminished risk of snow
and the student migration from
campus to the workforce, it also
marks the dawn of the festival sea-
son with the Calgary International
Children’s Festival.

A staple of Calgary’s cultural
landscape, the Children’s Festival
has educated and entertained
children of all ages, from the tini-
est tot to the most curmudgeony
oldtimer, since its inception two
decades ago. Artistic director Kate
Newby has the daunting task of
putting together the 76-act festi-
val, as acts have to meet a wide
range of criteria to be included in
the event.

“It’s a multi-disciplinary fes-
tival,” shares Newby. “There’s
music, dance, theatre, puppetry
[and] object theatre. It’s impor-
tant that I plan and have those
elements within the festival each
year. Quality and art excellence
is really what I’'m looking for:
the performance piece has to be
exceptional in terms of its artistic
quality, have a wonderful story and
the aesthetic of it—the music, the
lighting, the sound—all play
into it.”

The festival has had a long
tradition of celebrating diversity,
both ethnic and linguistic. It’s not
surprising that this year’s festival
continues the trend, encompassing
acts from around the globe as well

entertarnment

courtesy Malambo

Two Malambo performers bust a groove with their drums while a third prepares to do something awesome.

as performances in English, French,
Spanish and German.

“It really comes down to the per-
formances I bringin,” says Newby.
“If they can perform in a variety
of different languages, I like to
present that at the festival. We'’re
obviously a multicultural country
and the more that I can include
multilingual programming, the
better it is for our youth. There’s

lots of kids in bilingual
schools—they may be Spanish- or
German-bilingual—so I want to be
able to provide as many perfor-
mances as possible in

takes about a year, sometimes two
years to get a company across the
Atlantic or the Pacific.”

Newby’s job isn’t a chore,

within the confines of Calgary’s
demographics and venues, but also
within the high standards that the
Calgary International Children’s
Festival has established

different languages.”
While the curtain
may be going up on
the 2007 edition of
the festival, Newby’s
work isn’t over. She
now faces the task
of assembling next
year’s festival, a feat
that takes a sizable

“We're obviously a multicultural
country and the more | can
include multilingual programming,

the better it is for our youth.”
—Kate Newby,
Children’s Festival Artistic Director

over the past 20 years.
“Iwanttobe impressed,”
notes Newby. “I want
to find something that
appeals to kids, but also
appeals to the parents
that take their children,
and to people that don’t
necessarily have children

amount of time to accomplish.
“It’s an enormous festival,”

reflects Newby. “I'm programming

2008 right now. 'm almost done

though, as it allows her to travel
around the globe to seek out new
and interesting acts. She explores
other festivals and figures out

but really want to see
excellent theatre.”

The Calgary International Children’s Festival runs
until Sat., May 26 in venues throughout Calgary.
Visit www.calgarychildfest.org for full schedule and
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Hot Hot Heat take time out of their torrid touring schedule to stand outside a building.

HotHotHeat

musicinterview

Jeff Clemens and Ryan Pike

Gauntlet Entertainment

o the majority of music
lovers, Canada is a vast,
barren wasteland full of
Nickelbacks, Three Days Graces
and Bryan Adamses. Thankfully,

a new wave of bands is finally
giving the world a reason to
love Canadian music, including
Victoria’s Hot Hot Heat.
Formed in 1999 and influ-
enced heavily by ’8os acts like
the Clash and Elvis Costello and
the Attractions, Hot Hot Heat
was one of the first to combine
the melodic pop-influenced style
that has become popular thanks
to bands such as Franz Ferdinand

® nutv.ca

and the Killers. The approach
quickly garnered the band popu-
larity throughout Canada’s indie
scene and was bolstered by their
2002 breakout album Make Up the
Breakdown.

Following the production of
Hot Hot Heat’s 2005 major-label
debut, Elevator, longtime guitar-
ist Dante DeCaro left the group.
His replacement, Luke Paquin,
transplanted himself from San

GAUNTLET ENTERTAINMENT MAY 24.07 7

TOP OF THE

Francisco to the band’s new home
in Vancouver.

“It was a little strange joining a
band that already had songs and
albums out,” reflects Paquin. “But
it worked well and it’s been three
years now. I think the new stuff is
a little more aggressive but it’s still
the Hot Hot Heat sound. I don’t
think we really fit into any specific
genre, though.”

Paquin likens Vancouver to San
Fransisco. Both cities are cursed
with constant rain and blessed with
fabulous music and art communi-
ties. Vancouver’s strong art scene
seems to have rubbed off on the
band with their attention to detail
on their album artwork.

“Growing up the album art-
work was important and exciting
for me,” Paquin explains. “It’s a
bonus that comes with actually
having the album and holding it
in your hands.”

While enjoying their recent
success, Hot Hot Heat has shared
it with others by bringing bands
they enjoy on tour with them. The
band’s latest excursion saw them
visiting Oklahoma City, Little Rock
and Albuquerque, a far cry from
Vancouver or San Fransisco.

“Pride Tiger is a group of
friends of ours from Vancouver,”
says Paquin. “We really like their
music and brought them along.
This is our first time in the interior
of America.”

Filling up venues throughout
the continent as headliners is a big
step up from opening for Sloan in
Canada, and shows just how far the
little band from Victoria has come
in just a few short years.

Hot Hot Heat isn’t resting on
their laurels, though. Next on their
agenda is a prime gig opening
on the Alberta leg of the Killers’
North American tour and prepar-
ing for the release of their third
full-length album, Happiness Ltd.,
in the fall.

Hot Hot Heat appears in the Saddledome alongside
the Killers Thu., May 24 at 7 p.m. Tickets available
at Ticketmaster.

NEW UNIVERSITY TELEVISION

LAST EPISODE OF

FULL

NEW ¢ FRONTAL

NUTV
before the summer season kicks in:

KATYA HOSTS NEWS, where Zack examines technology vou'l
want to touch, Felicia looks at Vaccines that not only prevent, but
cure disease, Aaron finds out if the University is softening up to
Peoplesoft, and Taylor has a story that could save your grade.

ZACK HOSTS ARTS, where Tara brings you an interview with
filmmaker Gary Burns about the theatrical release of Radiant
City, Alex asks, ‘who manages your digital rights?’ And Felicia
visits the Shall We Dance community fundraiser.

KELCIE HOSTS SPORTS, bringing you Alex’s story on

Wii health, as well as a Danny Clovis's sports streeter.
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* Denotes Canadian Artist
** Denotes Local Artist

JOEL PLASKETT EMERGENCY*
Ashtray Rock (Turtie)

SILENT AUCTION**

This Doesn't Take Up

Very Much Space (Lost)
VARIOUS*

Stomp Atlantica (sharpie Fumes)
BJORK

Volta (atlantic)
SEA AND CAKE

Everybody (thrill Jockey)
CLIENTELE .

God Save The Clientelle (Merge)
HOT PANDA*

Whale Headed Girl (indie)
NEINS CIRCA*

Sleeves And ngS (Copperspine)
UPSILON ACRUX

Galapagos Momentum (Cuneiform)
DATAROCK

Datarock Datarock (Nettwerk)

VOXTROT
Voxtrot (Playlouder)

WILCO

Sky Blue Sky (Nonesuch)
AZEDA BOOTH**

Mysterious Body (indie)
CONSONANT C**

Consonant C (indie)

OH SUSANNA*

Short Stories (stella)
WOODEN STARS

People Are Different (sonic Unyon)
SAINTS

Imperious Delirium (wildfiower)
ELLIOTT SMITH

New Moon (Kill Rock Stars)
MICE PARADE

Mice Parade (Fatcat)

RADICAL FACE
Ghost (Morr)

VARIOUS

Ed Rec Vol. Two (Ed Banger)
BOOKMOBILE + ZAPAN
Boopanschwing (Woodson Lateral)
PETE SAMPLES*

Yours Makes Mine (viny! Republik)
BALKAN BEAT BOX

Nu Med (Jdub)

TEAM ROCKET/FRAF*
Split Tape (sharpie Fumes)

J DILLA

Ruff Draft (Stones Throw)
BRASS MUNK*
Fewturistic (virgin)
AJA WEST AND FRIENDS
Total Recall 2012 (Mackrosoft)
MOKA ONLY*

Vermillion (urbnet)

ABDOMINAL*

Escape From The Pigeon Hole
(Do Right!)

BATTLES

Mirrored
DUNGEN

Tio Bitar

BLACK MOTH SUPER RAINBOW
Dandelion Gum
JE SUIS FRANCE

Afrikan Majik

ARMS & SLEEPERS
Bliss Was It In That Dawn
To Be Alive

SPOTLIGHT ON CALGARY

AZEDA BOOTH

Yup, that’s Myke’s band.
Yup they make music.
Yup, that’s them on page 8.
www.azedabooth.com

RADTASTIC!

YOUR GUIDE TO ALL THINGS
MUSIC AT CJSW 90.9 FM
To be added to the email list,

contact Myke Atkinson,
Music Director at

(jswimQ@ucalgary.ca
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Heroes protest lesb

ProtestTheHero

musicinterview

Darren Young
Gauntlet Entertainment

rotest the Hero has been

captured by vampires—on

film! The Canadian pro-
gressive metal band recently shot a
video for the song “Divine Suicide
of K” in which a group of lesbian
vampires kidnap members of the
band and force them to play the
song, while the ladies sit around
and make out.

Of course, this is a rather strange
premise on which to build a music
video, but it definitely suits the band,
whose sense of humour almost
always supersedes the urge to take
themselves seriously. Nonetheless,
even vocalist Rody Walker concedes
he wasn’ta particularly big fan of the
idea to begin with.

“To tell you the truth, I am not
that enthused regarding the concept
[of the video],” says Walker. “I did,
however, get to see it after we fin-
ished filming and visually, it’s very
appealing.”

The band’s manager conceived
the plan for the video after he and
Walker watched Blade: Trinity
together. Walker describes it as a

CJSW is Calgary’s only eampus/community radio station.We broadcast
24 hours a day;all yearj Our signal can be heard as far as Banff on the
FM frequency, at 106.9 cable FM, and on Real Audio at www.cjsw.com.
We offer: » A choice to choose k Mus.ic and ideas that can’t be heard on

joke taken to the limit, but is quick
to point out his own comic nature.
A prime example of comedy d la
Rody Walker can be located on his
Purevolume page, which contains a
collection of songs mostly about his
friend Chris Wynne.

“[Wynne] is an absolute maniac,”
explains Walker. “He gets really
drunk and shits his pants regularly.
I'm trying to make him infamous.
He actually does love the publicity,
you’d be surprised!”

This attitude also carries on in
Walker’s stage persona. A loud and
confident presence in the spotlight,
he is known to pepper the band’s sets
with a few off-colour remarks.

“Some people are offended by
things I say,” says Walker. “I typi-
cally try to pick out people in the
audience who associate themselves
with a specific genre of music and
proceed to pick on them. They draw
Xson their hands and 'm like ‘you’re
going to have a beer when you’re 18
and you’re going to like it a lot.”

Amidst all of their tomfoolery,
Protest the Hero plays music occa-
sionally. The band recently finished
writing their new album and will
return to the studio towards the
middle of June to lay it all down.
Walker does not claim the album will
be a huge departure from the Protest
the Hero projects of the past.

1an vampires

Protest the Hero takes a break from protecting the world from the undead to pose.

“It’s different—it is—but I think
anyone who enjoyed Kezia will
enjoy this record,” says Walker.
“It’s heavier, more technical and I
guess more metal. T hate saying that,
but I guess it’s true.”

Whatever the shape the new
album will take, it’s certain to be
exactly what the band wants it to
be. They may not be the most busi-
ness-savvy rockers, but they don’t

courtesy Joey Lawrence/Underground Operations

let themselves get swallowed up by
record labels.

“We don’t care about the indus-
try whatsoever,” comments Walker.
“They would love us to write a radio
hit, or just a song they could play
on the radio. We absolutely refuse
todoit.”

Protest the Hero simply writes
the music they want and will not be
influenced to sell out or water their

music down. Walker jokingly says
that they are trying to alienate their
fan base. The truth of the matter is
that they are in the business to have
agood time playing good music they
are satisfied with, and if that involves
alittle lesbian vampire action on the
side then that is a concession they
are willing to make.

Protest the Hero plays the Warehouse Mon., May 28
at 6 p.m. Tickets are available at Ticketmaster.
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volunteer at CJSW, come down to our offices in MacEwan Student
Centre at the U of C (room 127). Fill out a volunteer application form.

Ask Office Coordinator, BRENDAN FRASER, when the next training
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» Music Director: MYKE ATKINSON » ph: 220.3902
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