
U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  C A L G A R Y  

V O L U M E  4 9  |  I S S U E  N O .  1 5  |  O C T O B E R  2  |  2 0 0 8

A FILM EXAMINING A COMMUNITY GONE BLIND

PAGE 27





c o n t e n t s

“Changing Seasons,” by Don Camacho. Konica Autorefl ex  tc

The chilly wind’s a-blowing, leaves changing colour, and this fl ower is ready to 

call it quits. Hopefully, we’ll meet again come spring.
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Anyone can submit an original photo to the editor. Drop off your high resolution photo 
along with your name, contact information and a brief description including type of 
camera (not exceeding 30 words) to room 319 MacEwan Student Centre or email 
photo@gauntlet.ucalgary.ca

Dinos fi nally start 
winning games!
cis hockey previews for you to study before 

you blow your tuition in the gambling ring 

your father’s in jail for. It’s also why cousin 

Lenny has no thumb.

I think you’ve got 
something in your 
eye

p h o t o  t o  t h e  e d i t o r

Eyes look totally creepy when they don’t 

have pupils and irises! Seriously.

18 Sports18 Sports11 Opinions
Stop abusing the bees
A new chair wants to stop the fi ghting and 

others want to stop nuclear warfare. It’ll soon be 

a peaceful place.

Tent City, Baby!
Honestly, I don’t care that much. 

I live comfortably with my folks.
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Recently, the Calgary Catholic 
School Board decided not to 
provide  Genital human papil-

lomavirus vaccines to girls in grades 
fi ve and up through their schools.

Bishop Fred Henry, Calgary’s 
Roman Catholic bishop and the 
moral and spiritual advisor for the 
Calgary Catholic School Board, rea-
soned that off ering the vaccine for 
HPV  — a very common sexually trans-
mitted infection that has been linked 
to cervical cancer — could be seen 
as condoning pre-marital sex. Henry 
argued that it was inappropriate for 
Catholic schools to off er a vaccine 
that could be interpreted as promot-
ing promiscuous behaviour.

Opponents of the decision, 
including Alberta Health Minister 
Ron Liepert, accused the Catholic 
School Board of putting the lives of 
young girls at risk.

While the moral reasoning put 
forth by Bishop Henry and the 
Catholic School Board is question-
able, so are the strong-arm scare 
tactics used by the Alberta Health 
Board in their criticism of the deci-
sion not to vaccinate the girls.

Careful consideration of the facts 
about HPV and the vaccine shows that 
the health board’s assertion that the 
Catholic School Board is “putting 
lives at risk” may be a gross over-
statement.

Th ere is a link between cervical 

cancer and HPV. Most women 
diagnosed with cervical cancer 
have had HPV at some point in 
their lives. However, this con-
nection has been vastly exag-
gerated. In the process, the HPV 
vaccine has become a “cancer 
vaccine.” 

HPV vaccines protect against 
HPV, not against cervical can-
cer.

As stated by both the 
American Cancer Society and 
the National Cancer Institute, 
most cases of HPV infection do 
not lead to cervical cancer.

Further there are approxi-
mately  strains of HPV, of which 
less than  are considered “high 
risk” for the development of cervi-
cal cancer. Gardasil, the HPV vaccine 
approved in Canada, prevents infec-
tion from four strains of HPV, only 
two of which are high-risk strains.

In the furor over the Catholic 
School Board decision the safety 
and effi  cacy of Gardasil was never 
called into question.

Since the approval of Gardasil 
in the U.S. in , there have been 
, reported adverse reactions to 
the vaccine, ranging from genital wart 
outbreaks to paralysis and death.

 Long-term testing is required 
for most vaccines to ensure against 
long-term negative side eff ects. For 
Gardasil this long-term testing is 

even more important as cervical 
cancer may not show up for years 
aft er infection by a high risk HPV. 
Gardasil was pushed through the 
approval process before these stud-
ies could be performed.

Th e few long-term tests that were 
performed showed that Gardasil 
loses eff ectiveness aft er fi ve years. 
Th is means those girls inoculated 
at age nine are no longer protected 
from HPV by fourteen.

The hasty approval granted to 
Gardasil by Canada Health is dis-
concerting, as is the speed at which 
the vaccine became an absolute 
necessity for all women between 
the ages of nine and . Th e most 
pressing questions that need to be 
asked in the HPV debate regard the 

approval and promotion of the 
Gardasil vaccine. 

Th e moral reasoning used by the 
Catholic School Board in declining 
to provide the vaccine may not be 
valid, but the conclusion reached may 
not be as detrimental to the health 
of young girls as the Health Board  
believes it to be.

As asserted by both the Health 
Board and the Catholic School Board, 
the HPV vaccine debate is largely a 
moral issue. But the source of moral 
concern is not the chastity of young 
girls or the perception of lives saved, 
but the way in which Gardasil has 
been sold to the public.

Gina Freeman
Illustrations Editor

HPV freakout
The debate that relevance couldn’t enter

Letters: affordable housing blues and a call to abandon ship
Editor, the Gauntlet,
I could not stomach more than 

 minutes of the Sept. . Students’ 
Union housing forum which invited 
the provincial housing minister, 
opposition housing critic, an 
alderman, university and student 
representatives. Th e Conservative 
government minister admitted 
their ignorance by saying that they 
are studying the issue and will have 
the results of their study next year, 
completely ignoring the fact that they 
have been ignoring this issue for four 
decades and need to step aside and 
allow a party that already knows 
what they are doing to get on with 
the needed work. Th e Liberal critic 
was more irrelevant than critical. Th e 
University Housing Representative 
was gleefully bragging about the 
few dozen beds that will be added 

next year, while the SU president 
confi dently presented an extremely 
weak and pathetic proposal that 
 per cent of University of Calgary 
students should be housed on cam-
pus. Even Global TV was getting bored 
and ready to leave.

Questions for the “out to lunch” 
University management: Why are 
they so excited about the patheti-
cally few units they are building for 
students? Why are they too cow-
ardly or ignorant to demand their 
Conservative government masters 
build the tens of thousands of housing 
units the University of Calgary so des-
perately needs for students and staff ? 
Why are all the student residences 
built on the most inaccessible side 
of the campus and why aren’t they 
built on the LRT side?

Questions for the city and pro-

vincial reps: Why did they privatize 
thousands of public housing units 
in the last three decades, convert-
ing them into condos and high rent 
housing? Why do they need to study 
the problem now? 

Questions for the pathetic Student’s 
Union: Why aren’t they asking for 
enough housing to house  per cent 
of students? Why didn’t they invite 
the NDP to send their critic and maybe 
the Greens and other parties to send 
representatives to share their ideas 
or were they afraid of turning this 
into an intelligent and productive 
discussion?

Questions for students: Why aren’t 
you complaining more? Do you come 
to university to be herded and fl eeced 
like mindless sheep?

Chuck Day

Editor, the Gauntlet
The Gauntlet’s article [“Grad 

students not being heard,” Sept. , 
Sarelle Azuelos, Gauntlet] about the 
Graduate Students Association trying 
to initiate a referendum to leave the 
Canadian Federation of Students is 
great news.  When I found out that the 
petition was going around, I got my 
name on the list and volunteered to 
help.  While the CFS has a mixed repu-
tation across the country, in Alberta, 
the GSA is alone and the CFS is toxic.  
Th e Students’ Unions at the University 
of Calgary, the University of Alberta 
and the University of Lethbridge are 
not members of the CFS. Th e GSAs at 
the U of L and the U of A are not 
members CFS. It’s high time we get 
out and save , a year.

Dave Snow
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Nicole Pun

Gauntlet News

Aft er six years of planning, 
the Brenda Strafford 
Chair in the Prevention 

of Domestic Violence was estab-
lished last December. Th e chair was 
made possible by donations from 
the Barrie Strafford Foundation, 
an anonymous donor and oth-
ers, including the University of 
Calgary dean of social work Gayla 
Rogers. 

Dr. Leslie M. Tutty from the faculty 
of social work was introduced as the 
fi rst chair Sept. . 

Tutty has been involved in both 
research and teaching in the faculty 
of social work at the U of C since 
. She is currently involved in a 
national project looking at four of 
the best programs to educate youth 
about dating violence in Canada 
as well as a research project at the 
University of Western Ontario 
focusing on the prevention of 
domestic violence. 

During her fi ve years as the Brenda 
Straff ord Chair, Tutty will remain 
in the faculty and continue teach-
ing. In her new position, she will 
focus her research on the preven-
tion of domestic violence within 
Calgary and aims to 
expand to include 
the whole province 
of Alberta.  

 “It’s so easy to 
be reactive,” said 
Tutty. “For preven-
tion to occur, you 
really need to have 
a kind of champion 
that’s going to say, 
‘We can’t just react 
every time there’s a 
death.’ ”

She will be conducting research 
and partnering with Calgary’s 
community agencies. Th e major-

“No, I don’t. I don’t 
really see it.”
– Jennifer Ternowski, 
fi rst-year communica-
tions

“No, I don’t think 
its that big of a 
problem. I don’t 
know much about 
it.”
– Sunny Gill, third-
year biology

“I live with my friends 
in Rez, I don’t think 
that there are any 
problems.”
– Shubham Tiwari, 
second-year chemical 
engineering

“Yes, but it’s not 
about education, it’s 
about values.”
– Fatima Sheikh, 
third-year sciences

c a m p u s  q u i p s
Do you think domestic abuse is a serious concern for students in Calgary?

New chair tackles domestic violence
Researcher will focus on prevention in place of post-abuse care

Tutty would like to see more high school programs educating teens about dysfunctional and abusive relationships. 

Chris Pedersen/the Gauntlet

ity of these agencies work with 
women aft er the incidents occur, 
not with prevention. The agen-

cies have some great ideas geared 
toward prevention and access to 
funds researchers cannot generally 
obtain, Tutty explained.  

Domestic violence is a difficult 
term to defi ne and Tutty hopes that 
through education the difference 

between dysfunctional 
relationships and abu-
sive relationships will 
be clarifi ed. Th ere are 
currently no programs 
available to students 
regarding domestic 
violence or healthy 
relationships at Mount 
Royal College or the 
U of C. 

“Every student in 
every high school in 

the city should have a healthy rela-
tionships program,” said Tutty. “I 
ask my students how many of them 
remember a healthy relationships 

program in high school and it is 
about one in .” 

Tutty hopes more courses deal-
ing with domestic abuse will be 
created at the U of C. She also 
mentioned that with advances in 
technology, new opportunities for 
abuse and power control arise. 
Th e Internet and cell phones have 
made people more vulnerable to 
abuse. 

“Youth have more challenges 
because there are more ways for 
power to be used against you,” said 
Tutty.  

Students can become involved 
with the Brenda Strafford Chair 
through graduate, doctoral and 
post-doctoral scholarships. They 
will have the opportunity to research 

domestic violence with a group of 
professionals with years of experi-
ence in the area. Tutty believes 
the chair is not only important to 
those interested in social work, but 
to every student studying at the 
U of C. Domestic abuse affects 
everyone in a community and stu-
dents need to be made aware of this, 
she said.

“We certainly know more about 
how [domestic abuse] aff ects family 
members,” she explained. “We’re 
learning more about how it aff ects 
the workplace. Irrespective of what-
ever faculty you’re in, just having a 
colleague who, say, is being abused by 
her partner can have a real eff ect on 
the workplace. It goes beyond, ‘Am 
I myself going to be abused?’ ”

Interviews: Megan Carrier  Photographs: Geoff MacIntosh

“For prevention to occur, you really 

need to have a kind of champion 

that’s going to say, ‘We can’t just 

react every time there’s a death.’ ”
-Dr. Leslie M. Tutty, 

Brenda Strafford Chair in the Prevention of Domestic Violence
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Cam Cotton-O’Brien

Opinions Editor

Around the oil-rich streets 
of Calgary, talk of energy 
resources is no strange 

thing. But a unique twist will 
be brought to the discussion as 
Australian Dr. Helen Caldicott 
comes to speak about the dangers 
of nuclear technology.

Caldicott is coming to Calgary to 
discuss the threat of both nuclear 
weapons and nuclear energy 
Oct. . She taught at Harvard 
University and practised medi-
cine at a children’s hospital in 
Boston until , when she quit 
to become a full-time nuclear 
opponent. Caldicott noted she was 
invited all over the world to speak 
at the time, so her decision was 
based on the amount of help she felt 
she could give.

“I had to make a decision to save 
the world or save my patients,” she 
said. “It just got more and more 
obvious that I couldn’t do both. 
Th e care of my patients was suff er-
ing and the issue became more and 
more urgent.”

Since that decision was made, 
Caldicott has devoted her life to 
articulating the dangers of nuclear 
technology through lecturing and pen-
ning seven books on the subject.

She is concerned about nuclear 

Joshua Goard-Baker

Gauntlet News

University of Calgary students 
seeking advice might be in for a 
bit of a shock come midterm time. 
Th e university is currently without 
a students’ rights advisor. 

In the past, students who felt 
wronged by the university, academi-
cally or otherwise, could seek out the 
SRA for advice on their next course 
of action. According to Students’ 
Union vice-president academic 
Pamela Weatherbee, the SRA was 
very helpful to students.

“The students’ rights advisor 
worked to fi ll the void for students 
who didn’t know where to go in 
terms of getting information about 
their rights or how to write an appeal 
letter,” said Weatherbee. “Th ey were 
there to provide advice on how to 
approach the situation, who to talk 
to, sort of the next steps to take.”

She added that the SRA also 

served a number of different 
roles that weren’t necessarily del-
egated at the time the position was 
created. 

“Th ey also supported the VP aca-
demic in their role, doing research, 
also working with student refugees 
as part of the hardship fund,” said 
Weatherbee. 

Now the U of C and the SU is 
looking at a proposal to create an 
ombudsperson position that would 
be employed by university adminis-
tration. Th is would eff ectively elimi-
nate the need for an SRA under the 
umbrella of the SU. 

Social sciences faculty representa-
tive Teale Phelps-Bondaroff  said the 
university did not go through the 
appropriate channels when deter-
mining the need for an ombudsper-
son. He argued that the role of SAA is 
to make academic policy and an SRA 
falls under academic policy.

“Th e proper way to go about it 
would be to go to the SAA, allow 

them to debate it and then deter-
mine whether it would be proper 
to let the university cover it,” said 

Phelps-Bondaroff. “Instead what 
happened is the SAA was informed 
that we would no longer have an 

SRA or that we would be putting off  
hiring one pending the university’s 
decision.”

Phelps-Bondaroff  continued by 
stating that the lack of an SRA puts a 
lot of extra stress on the VP academic 
and her commissioners.

A similar position at McGill 
University acts as a source of 
information on regulations and 
a mediator between students and 
university offi  cials. 

Weatherbee hopes to have some-
one hired and fully trained in the 
ombudsperson role or as an SRA 
by the time fi nal exams role around 
this semester. This, according to 
Weatherbee, is the most important 
time for the SRA to be in place. 

In the meantime, the university 
will manage without a designated 
ombudsperson or SRA. Weatherbee 
and her commissioners will fi eld any 
student rights concerns and direct 
those students on their best course 
of action. 

Speaker denounces nuclear dangers

No one left to point students in the right direction

Students must go to Weatherbee questions for now. 

Chris Pedersen/the Gauntlet

Caldicott called for the U.S. and Russia to lead by example by disarming fi rst. 

courtesy Dr. Helen Caldicott

weapons and energy, noting that 
both technologies have the potential 
for incredible destruction.

“[Either] the world ends with a 
whimper or a bang,” said Caldicott. 
“Th e waste of nuclear energy will 
produce epidemics of malignancy 
in all future generations. [Or] we 
could have a nuclear war tonight, 
by accident or design. I actually 
don’t know how we’ve survived. 
Th e technology that controls them 
is fallible. Th e human beings that 
control them are fallible. And Russia 
and America still target each other 
with H-bombs.”

Caldicott feels that the recent 
escalation of tensions between 
Russia and the West is alarm-
ing. She remarked that of the 
, H-bombs in the world, 
 per cent belong to these 
two nations, further suggest-
ing that only they are capable of 
obliterating the world. 

“Th ey are the real rogue nations 
threatening the world with anni-
hilation,” she said. “Pakistan and 
India don’t have enough bombs 
to annihilate the world and cause a 
nuclear winter, Russia and America 
do. I don’t think most people real-
ize the danger under which they 
are living.”

Caldicott believes the only way 
to end the problem is the aboli-
tion of nuclear weapons. In order 

for this to happen, she suggested 
the U.S. and Russia will have to 
lead by example, thereby gaining 
the moral authority necessary to 
force other nations to abandon 
theirs.

She argued nuclear energy 
produces tremendous amounts 
of waste that will remain harmful 

for a very long period. 
“Half a million years,” she said. 

“That is criminal and wicked 
and medically contraindicated. 
[It is] far worse than smoking 
because smoking only kills the 
smoker.”

In addition to health concerns, 
Caldicott maintained nuclear 

energy increases global warming 
due to the vast amounts of energy 
required to acquire the materials and 
its cost. 

“It is a socialized industry that 
cannot exist without government 
support,” she said. “That money 
takes away from the development 
of renewable energy.”

“I had to make a decision “I had to make a decision 

to save the world or save to save the world or save 

my patients.”my patients.”
-Dr. Helen Caldicott-Dr. Helen Caldicott,,

 nuclear opponent nuclear opponent



Morgan Haigler

News Assistant

With winter just around the cor-
ner, Alberta bee farmers can expect 
a sharp decline in their honeybee 
populations this year.

Alberta has over , bee colo-
nies, surpassing the number of bees 
in any other province. It is estimated 
that Alberta’s honeybee population 
is declining by  per cent while the 
U.S. is experiencing a large decline 
of over  per cent.   

According to Vancouver-based bee 
expert and Simon Fraser University 
Centre for Dialogue director Mark 
Winston, man and not nature is 
contributing to this major problem 
in North America. 

“By overusing chemicals [to exter-
minate bee-threatening mites] we’ve 
put ourselves in a position where we 
don’t have treatments that are avail-
able and eff ective,” said Winston. 
“You have catastrophic losses in 
colonies which makes beekeep-
ing an uneconomic profession. I 

would say beekeeping has a very 
dim future.” 

Winston also said that warm 
and wet temperatures cause bees to 
become increasingly active during 
what should be the coldest season. 
As a result, honeybees are quickly 

dying as they eat their entire honey 
supply during the winter.

He added that another leading 
cause in Alberta bee deaths is the 
varroa mite, a large, blood-sucking 
parasite that feeds off  the weakest 
honeybees. Th e mite leads to destruc-

tion of  the entire bee colony in 
approximately one to two years.

“You hear a lot of colony losses 
have to do with viruses,” said 
Winston. “Th ey only become active 
when the colonies are excessively 
stressed and what happens is the 
varroa mites are one of those stresses 
that activate viruses.”

University of Calgary entomol-
ogy professor Robert Longair said 
honeybees have also been aff ected 
by less serious tracheal mites. Th ese 
mites clog the breathing tubes of bees, 
causing death.   

“If you have one diseased colony 
and there’s mixing going on, you 
can get transmission of these para-
sites and pathogens from colony 
to colony,” said Longair. “Th ere’s 
always concern that if you bring in 
certain types of bees from certain 
places, you may bring in a new 
disease or parasite that you can’t 
control.” 

Many bee experts blame the 
alarming death rate of honeybees 
on Colony Collapse Disorder. Th e 

Doug Horner

Gauntlet News

The American economy has 
been through a tumultuous 
fall. Many economists, jour-

nalists and politicians have described 
the crisis with varying degrees of fer-
vour, but all agree that the situation 
is serious. 

Calgary Economic Development 
vice-president and chief economist 
Adam Legge remarked that this 
autumn heralded the fall or take 
over of revered financial institu-
tions like Lehman Brothers, Bear 
Stearns and Washington Mutual. 
Th ese are companies that survived 
world wars, famines and even the 
Great Depression, but are now 
being toppled by the bursting of an 
enormous speculative bubble. 

“Th ey have seen the worst of the 
worst and now they are gone,” said 
Legge. 

Th e bubble was predicated on the 
idea that housing prices in the United 
States were going to rise indefi nitely. 
It swelled because of extremely risky 
investments made by the fi nancial 
industry that produced enormous 
short-term profi ts. 

University of Calgary economics 
associate professor Dr. Frank Atkins 
suggested that the seeds of this crisis 
can be traced back to prolonged and 

artifi cially low interest rates set by the 
former federal reserve chairman Alan 
Greenspan in an attempt to bolster 
the economy aft er /. 

“When interest rates were really, 
really low and the U.S. economy 
had recovered, Greenspan, for 
whatever reason, kept them low,” 
said Atkins. “Th is set the environ-

ment for individuals to get into the 
housing market when under normal 
circumstances, they wouldn’t have 
been able to get in.”

The practice of giving loans to 
people who could not aff ord them 
was accelerated by an immense 
amount of money fl oating around 
the world economy looking for safe 

and profi table investments. 
National Public Radio program, 

Th is American Life, explored the con-
nection between skyrocketing global 
wealth and the American housing 
crisis in an episode titled “Th e Giant 
Pool of Money.” Th e program out-
lined how the amount of money the 
global economy was looking to invest 

has risen exponentially over the past 
few years. Th is dramatic increase was 
largely due to the rapid development 
of economies like China, India and 
Saudi Arabia. International busi-
ness and economics correspondent 
for NPR Adam Davidson described 
the pressure placed on the world by 
a veritable army of nervous invest-
ment managers.

“Th e world was not ready for all 
this new money,” he said on the show. 
“Th ere was twice as much money 
looking for good investments, but 
there was not twice as many good 
investments.”

American investment fi rms bought 
up mortgages from banks and bro-
kers and then bundled thousands of 
them together, explained Davidson. 
The pile of mortgages collected a 
monthly income that would theoreti-
cally continue for the entire length of 
the mortgage. Investment fi rms then 
sold shares of this monthly income to 
investors known as mortgage-backed 
securities. Th ey became extremely 
popular forms of investment and 
the fi nancial system was pressured 
to come up with more and more of 
them. Eventually everyone in the U.S. 
who could aff ord a mortgage had one 
so the system turned to people who 
could not.

“Th ey were actually loaning mort-

condition is described by scientists 
as a mysterious phenomenon in 
which adult bees suddenly disap-
pear from their hives and abandon 
larvae and pupae.   

 “Normally the workers never 
leave a colony if there are capped 
cells with the young ones with it,” 
he explained. “Th at’s why people are 
referring to this as the disappearing 
of bees. Th ey don’t actually fi nd big 
piles of dead bees, they just aren’t 
there anymore.”

 Nosema, an intestinal disease, is 
also a leading culprit of honeybee 
deaths.

Like Longair, Winston believes 
that humans can prevent beehives 
from fully collapsing. In turn, hon-
eybees can pollinate agricultural 
crops and prevent bee farmers from 
becoming bankrupt.

“Bees support each other,” said 
Winston. “Bees without us would 
do just fine. The problems we’re 
seeing in beekeeping today are 
completely human caused and they 
are all avoidable.”

From Wall Street to Main Street

Bees with disease bring farmers to their knees
see Market, page 
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The American government unsuccessfully proposed a $700 billion plan to rescue the economy. 

Chris Pedersen/the Gauntlet

Alberta has more bees than any other province, but not for long. 

John McDonald/the Gauntlet

High-risk mortgages lead to stock market crash
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Rinaldi Gulinao

Gauntlet News

The developer of a new approach 
to help those in need will be sharing 
his ideas with students this week. 

Renowned writer and social critic 
Earl Shorris will deliver a free public 
speech on the importance of mak-
ing Humanities courses accessible 
to marginalized members of society 
Friday. 

Th e speech will kick off  a sym-
posium bringing together all pro-
grams across Canada modelled aft er 

Jordyn Marcellus

Gauntlet News

It’s only a small step forward, 
but it’s still a step in the right 
direction. University of Calgary 

campus radio station CJSW was given 
the green light from vice-provost 
students Ann Tierney and the uni-
versity to go to tender, meaning their 
new space may be built within the 
decade. 

Station manager Chad Saunders 
explained what this bureaucratic 
term means to the CJSW new 
space project now that the station 
is finally able to start accepting 
bids. 

“[Going to] tender means you 
ask companies who are interested 
in the project and inquire about 
the costs to complete the project,” 
he explained. “Tender is by no 
means a binding agreement, just 
how much a company thinks it’s 
going to cost. Th e costs are quite 
competitive.”

Since CJSW has just started 
going through the bid inquiry 
process for construction and 
estimates are not yet available. 
Saunders is in constant commu-
nication with Tierney to ensure 

everything goes as planned. 
Students’ Union vice-president 

operations and fi nance Alex Judd, 
sits on CJSW’s board.

“We had received a letter from 
the Provost Operations Group, 
through Ann Tierney that stated, 
‘Th ese are the conditions that you 
have to meet before you can go 

to tender,’ ” said Judd. “Mutually 
CJSW and [the SU] had some issues 
with that, so Brian [Milne, chair-
man of the board for CJSW] and I 
draft ed a response. We’ve also been 
meeting with [associate VP student 
services] Jim Dunsdon and Ann 
Tierney.”

Like much of the construction at 

the university, the process has been 
slow-going. Saunders explained the 
tendering process started almost a 
full year ago.

“In November of last year, we 
started the whole process and re-
engaged the architects Gibbs Gage,” 
said Judd. “When we started it, the 
hope was we would have some 

tenders and some ideas back by 
Christmas time.” 

Judd further stated the SU’s fi nds 
this step an achievement for the 
radio station. 

“We’re quite excited about it,” she 
said. “Th is has been an issue going 
on for a really long time. Nothing 
is fi nal, we’re still waiting to fi nd 
out how much it costs, but if the 
costs are something that CJSW is 
able to pursue, it’s defi nitely a step 
forward that’s been a long time 
coming. Ideally, we’ll fi nd out the 
costs in the next couple weeks and 
then CJSW will be using their fund-
ing drive to make up for what’s 
missing.”

The process has gone on for 
nearly  years, ever since the ini-
tial contention over the CJSW and SU 
operating agreement in . Aft er 
the revised agreement was signed 
in April , the process of the 
new space started again. When the 
project was estimated to cost . 
million, construction had to be 
halted.

The new space project, which 
was previously managed by the SU, 
was taken over by the university’s 
campus infrastructure project man-
agement division.

Saunders embracing the good life in his eventual offi ce.

Daniel Pagan/the Gauntlet

CJSW takes another baby step towards new crib

Speaker gives university education to those in need

Shorris’ speech is Oct. 3 from 7:30–9 p.m. in 

Education Block Lecture Hall 179.

Shorris’ Clemente Course in the 
Humanities. Founded in New York 
in , the Clemente Course arose 
from a need to fi nd a better solu-
tion to urban poverty. Traditional 
programs for the disadvantaged 
usually focus on the immediate 
need to find better employment, 
such as janitorial work and basic 
mechanics.  

“Low level training programs. . . 
really train poor people to live at 
the margins of society for the rest of 
their lives,” said Shorris. “Not only 
that, they train them for jobs that 

are generally alienating.”
Shorris added that once alienated, 

people have a smaller chance of inte-
grating themselves into society. 

“Th ose people become margin-
alized,” said Shorris. “Th ey don’t 
participate in the democracy. We 
fi nd that the poor don’t vote, don’t 
join social organizations and they 
tend not to go to the Parent Teacher 
Association.”   

With his background at the 
University of Chicago, Shorris 
realized the engaging demands of 
an education in literature, moral 

philosophy, history, art history and 
logic were a cause of social change 
in the past.

“We know from our history of 
Athens, that with the rise of the 
humanities, there was also concur-
rently, or even a little later, the rise of 
a diff erent way of conducting social 
life,” said Shorris.

His fi rst class was taught in the 
lower east side of Manhattan in  
at the Roberto Clemente Family 
guidance centre. Since then it has 
inspired similar programs around 
the world. 

Storefront  is Calgary’s 
version of the original Clemente 
Course in the humanities. Tracy 
Ray Lewis, an alumnus, is now in 
her third year of English at St. Mary’s 
University College. She intends to 
use this degree to research and 
write about poverty — a subject 
where she has plenty of fi rst hand 
experience.

Four years ago, Lewis was 
recovering from alcohol and drug 
addiction and living in shelters. She 
enrolled in various types of social 
programs intended to improve 
her employability, but they did 
not help much. In some instances 

they added more challenges.
“In some of the workshops that 

were designed for adult students, 
it seemed like they were treating 
us like children,” said Lewis. “Th ey 
were kind of dehumanizing us.”  

This drove her to resignation 
about the few options she had in 
life.

“All I thought there was [to life] 
was getting cleaned up so I didn’t 
die from the drugs and then res-
taurant work until my body gave 
out,” she said.

It was when her addictions coun-
sellor sent her to Storefront  
that things began to have a marked 
change.  Th ough she admits she ini-
tially was tempted to just quit and 
walk away, the engaging nature of 
the program actually encouraged 
her to give it a chance.

“This isn’t just another little 
creative writing exercise to boost 
your confidence,” said Lewis. 
“Th is is going to take some work 
and [the program] has resources to 
help you. It’s real university level 
education.”
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Matthew Rochon

Gauntlet News

Nick Longrich, a University of Calgary 
research associate, holds claim to 
fi nding not only the smallest dino-

saur to date in North America, but also a 
rare insectivore.

Th e Albertonykus borealis — “Albertonykus” 
means “Alberta Claw” — was discovered a 
few years ago, but only recently made public. 
Th e fossils were dug up in an Albertosaurus 
bone bed sometime between  and . 
Th ey were labelled and stored away among 
other fossils from the dig until Longrich, 
years later, found himself sift ing through 
them.

“It started out as just being curious about 
what was in the cabinets and kind of evolved 
into a larger project,” he explained.

Student fi nds smallest dino in North America

The Albertonykus in action.

courtesy Royal Tyrrell Museum 

Ændrew Rininsland

AP Editor

Another Tory MP says a silly thing 
Tory Member of Parliament for 

Calgary-Centre Lee Richardson 
unleashed a storm of opposi-
tion fury after he was recently 
quoted blaming “people that 
have grown up in a different 
culture” for crime in Calgary. 

“Th ey don’t have the same back-
ground in terms of the stable com-
munities we had ,  years ago in 
our cities and don’t have the same 
respect for authority or people’s per-
son or property,” Richardson said 
in an interview with Fast Forward 
Weekly. 

He would later say he regret-
ted his remarks, but not before 
the New Democratic Party and 

Liberals demanded his resigna-
tion. It is unknown at time of press 
whether Richardson and Agriculture 
Minister Gerry Ritz — who earlier 
this month referred to the listeriosis 
outbreak as a “death by a thousand 
cold-cuts” — will be given a private 
detachment of RCMP offi  cers in order 
to ensure they never talk to media 
ever again.

EEEL gets bigger
Th e construction of the University 

of Calgary’s new EEEL building 
continued this week, expanding to 
the edge of the existing ICT build-

ing and effectively blocking off 
Campus Drive from nd Ave NW. 
Th e U of C’s . billion expansion 
plan also includes the Dr. Fok Ying 
Tung International House and the 
Taylor Family Digital Library. It 
is expected the three projects will 
engulf the entire campus some-
time within the next two years, 
leaving the campus a desolate 
wasteland of steel pillars and 
rebar.  

Rock out with your debate out
Sept.  marked the first U.S.

presidential debate between senators 

Barack Obama and John McCain. 
Th e economy was fi rst and foremost 
among the candidates. Wednesday 
marked the French-language leader’s 
debate for the Canadian election, in 
which  party leaders Stephen Harper, 
Stéphane Dion, Jack Layton, Gilles 
Duceppe and Elizabeth May spoke 
about the Canadian and U.S. econ-
omy and the arts. Th e next debate 
for both countries is Oct. , where 
the American vice-presidential 
candidates Joe Biden and Sarah 
Palin face off  against the Canadian 
English-language leader’s debate for 
prime-time television ratings.

News for the unnewsedNews for the unnewsed

He recognized that some of the fos-
sils had striking similarities to those of 
the Mongolian Mononykinae species. 
Upon further analysis, he concluded they 
evolved from the South American Alberto-
nykus and later led to the Mononykinae 
species. 

Longrich’s discovery gives paleontolo-
gists a means to better analyze the evolu-
tion of the lineage, its adaptive growth and 
its interdependent migration from South 
America to Mongolia. It offers impor-
tant insights including that the lineage 
at some point crossed the Bering land 
bridge.

Longrich stressed the importance of the 
discovery because it supports the idea that 
dinosaurs are much more diverse, both in 
size and ethology, than generally believed 
by paleontologists in the past. Dinosaurs, 

like modern animals, diversified to fill 
all sorts of niches. In the Albertonykus’ 
case, it filled the uncommon niche of 

surviving off  insects like termites. 
With its small, powerful forelimbs and 

giant claws, the Albertonykus had a mor-
phology specialized to tear apart trees and 
expose the goodies within. Th ey most closely 
resembled that of modern insect-consum-
ing animals like aardvarks, armadillos and 
anteaters. Th e creature, which only stood 
as high as a chicken, is also characterized 
as having a slender neck and a long, skinny 
tail. 

Th e chicken-like dinosaur ripping through 
the ancestors of lusty Alberta trees might not 
have been alone. Longrich discovered four or 
fi ve new dinosaurs that are yet to be unveiled 
to the public. 

“I can’t go into too much detail about what 
we’ve got, but [it’s] some pretty exciting stuff ,” 
he said. “At least as exciting as this, if not 
more so.”



gages to people with no down pay-
ment, no assets and in some instances 
no income,” said Atkins. “It was like 
a bonanza.”

The mortgages were lent at an 
extremely high risk of default, but 
repackaged as sound investments. 
Huge profits were made at each 
link of the chain and those involved 
ignored indications of catastrophic 
long-term consequences. 

When homeowners began to 
default on mortgage payments, 
the precarious nature of mortgage-
backed securities was revealed and 
the speculative bubble burst leav-

ing a gaping hole in the American 
economy. The U.S. government 
reacted by proposing a  billion 
bailout plan to staunch the bleed-
ing. Economists were reluctant to see 
the government come to the aid of 
companies whose irresponsibility 
would be justly punished by market 
forces. 

Th ere is, however, general consen-
sus that some action is necessary to 
prevent a domino eff ect and possible 
economic collapse. 

“It will burden future generations 
with the cost of this generation’s 
greed, but it will still be better 

for the next generation if the 
bailout happens,” said Legge.

U.S. Congress rejected the bailout 
on Monday and the Dow Jones as well 
as Toronto’s S&P/TSX composite took 
historic single-day plunges.  Th ere has 
been immediate pressure to resume 
eff orts to draft  another intervention 
strategy. 

“No economic problems are insur-
mountable,” said Atkins. “Th ey will 
come out of this, the question is how 
long will the economy be dragged 
down. No one knows the answer to 
that and anyone who thinks they do 
is crazy.”

1 0   O C T O B E R  0 2 . 0 8  G A U N T L E T  N E W S

Sarelle Azuelos

News Editor

While progress on 
 aff ordable housing 
for students is as slow as 

any other university related project, 
it has not been forgotten. 

Provincial politicians met with 
Calgary offi  cials and the Students’ 
Union on Monday to discuss diff erent 
ways to increase aff ordable housing. 
Calgary-Currie Liberal MLA Dave 
Taylor met with others in a sparsely 
attended forum in the MacEwan 
Student Centre south courtyard. 

“My point as the former Liberal 
urban aff airs critic would be that we 
aren’t doing enough, fast enough,” 
said Taylor. “Somebody has to take 
the leadership on this one. It makes 
sense that the provincial government 
should be taking a lead role.”

Associate minister of afford-
able housing and urban develop-
ment Yvonne Fritz argued the 
SU took leadership on the project 
with the “Working Together: 
Finding Solutions to Affordable 
Accommodations for Students” policy 
paper with goals and recommenda-
tions released last year. 

Th e paper led to an inter-institu-
tional residence study to determine 
the feasibility of housing for students 
from multiple post-secondary institu-
tions near a major transit route. Th e 
provincial government matched SU 
funds of , for the study. Th e 
SU released a request for proposal and 
is hoping to choose a company by 
mid-October to conduct the study. Its 
tentative deadline is January . 

SU vice-president external 
Alastair MacKinnon, the modera-
tor of the event, asked what would 
be necessary to reach a  per cent 
on-campus population. Th e U of C 
has space for about seven per cent 
while the University of Alberta can 
fi t . per cent. 

“We would need substantial invest-
ment to make that happen,” said U 
of C assistant vice-president student 
services Jim Dunsdon. 

He explained that residence bud-
gets usually break even because of new 
construction and deferred mainte-
nance. Th e forum then focused on the 
possibility of ending municipal prop-
erty taxes on residence buildings. 

“On campus residence is not 
specifically a city concern,” said 
Ward  Ald. Brian Pincott. 

“Currently, the municipal taxes do 
get a considerable break.”

Residence pays , a year 
in municipal property taxes. Taylor 
made the point that the provincial 
government could help by paying 
the tax for the university. 

“Having access to that [money] 
will allow us to increase our own 
maintenance budget by  per cent,” 
Dunsdon replied. 

He added the U of C is one of the 
few universities in the country paying 
these taxes. 

Pincott mentioned secondary suites 
as an important part of an aff ordable 
housing solution. It was a major point 
in last year’s policy paper, but little 
progress has been made on that front. 
Pincott called for the city to legalize 
secondary suites so tenants living 
in illegal ones will have rights. He 
claimed there are currently between 
, and , illegal suites in 
the city. 

SU president Dalmy Baez was satis-
fi ed with the progress. 

“Our job as the SU is to advocate 
for students,” she said. “We are the 
student voice on this and we’re pleased 
to see the positive response from the 
city, province and university.”

Market, continued from page 7

MacKinnon questioned provincial and municipal offi cials about affordable housing on Monday.

Paul Baker/the Gauntlet

Housing debate continues, slowly
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In August, the Conservative government 
announced a number of program cuts within 

the arts and culture, freeing the federal budget 
of  million of what Prime Minister Harper 
deemed “unnecessary funding.” In response to 
the signifi cant amount of protest generated by 
Canada’s artistic communities, Harper defended 
his government’s decision last week by stating 
that “ordinary people” don’t relate to such a 
“niche issue” as the arts. 

Ordinary people? Niche issue? Have we not 
moved away from an understanding of culture 
which is solely concerned with elite attendance 
at fancy galas? Labelling the slashed programs 
unnecessary funding is one thing. Defi ning cul-
ture in such a reductionist manner is another 
issue altogether and one that should be sound-
ing alarm bells for those of us who consider 
ourselves to be ordinary. Such a narrow view 
is not only insulting to the ordinary artists who 
are struggling to make ends meet, but also to all 
ordinary citizens who fi nd meaningful ways to 
integrate some sort of cultural activity into their 
lives. Th e notion of culture existing outside the 
elite realms of society is nothing revolutionary, 
but rather an idea which provided the foun-
dations for cultural studies in the s. By 
moving the emphasis away from the high arts, 
cultural studies seeks to expose the meaning 
found in the everyday — what we now refer 
to as popular culture. 

If the programs that were cut only served 
the interests of elite, well-established artists, 
then one might be able to find some logic 
in Harper’s defence, but unfortunately, the 
programs sacrifi ced in the name of fi scal con-
servatism were nothing out of the ordinary. 
Take for example Trade Routes — a 
 million program which works with 
different cultural groups, including 
the Canadian Independent Record 
Producers Association, to assist ordi-
nary Canadian artists in marketing their 
cultural products both at home and abroad. 
Providing Canadian artists with the oppor-
tunity to market their products of artistic 
expression is integral for establishing a sense 
of identity to unite Canadians and prevent us 
from becoming culturally synonymous with 
our southern neighbour. 

In addition to cultivating a sense of national 
identity, there is also an economic argument 
for supporting the growth and development of 
ordinary cultural activity. Responding specifi -
cally to the decision to eliminate Trade Routes, 
Canadian Conference of the Arts national direc-
tor Alain Pineau suggested that the program 
holds the potential to deliver a -to- return 
on investment. While the Conservatives will 
continue to defend their decision based on 

economic rationale, when the potential for 
economic growth is added to the potential for 
social cohesion, it becomes much harder to be 
convinced that the Conservatives really under-
stand what is best for ordinary Canadians. 

In fact, the Conservatives’ inability to identify 
with ordinary Canadians was made explicit at 
the press conference held in reaction to the out-
cry generated by Harper’s initial comments on 
culture. Before defending the important role that 
music has played throughout his life, Harper was 
pictured sitting at the grand piano in  Sussex 
Drive. While this photo opportunity may have 
salvaged him from being permanently labelled a 
philistine, it is unlikely to have appealed to those 
ordinary Canadians for whom piano lessons are 
an expensive hobby reserved for the elite. When 
all was said and done, this publicity stunt did 
nothing more than perpetuate the Conservative’s 
apparent lack of respect for the arts. 

If culture is ordinary, as cultural theorist 
Raymond Williams famously stated, then 
Harper’s conservatives have failed miserably in 
their attempt to appeal to ordinary Canadians. 
As long as we have a prime minister who is 
unable to express an idea of culture that extends 
beyond the grand piano, there remains nothing 
to protect the views of ordinary citizens from 
the threat of being wholly eclipsed by the views 
of the elite. 

Sara Hanson
Gauntlet Opinions 

Over the last  couple weeks,  arts 
funding has drawn much atten-

tion, more specifically,  the  
million cut to certain programs. Although 
the arts community loves to join hands 
and cry their outrage, it is actually a base-
less attack.

Every four or five years, as requested by 
the treasury board president, all federal 
government departments go through a 
process called strategic review. Commonly, 
the president will request that each depart-
ment analyze every program and see how 
well it performs according to its mandate. 
The point of the exercise is to identify 
programs that are the least effective and 
then use that funding for other projects, 
which may provide greater benefits to the 
Canadian people.

In the most recent strategic review, 
the president of the treasury board asked 
that all departments cut the worst five 
per cent of programs. With the help of her 
government workers, the deputy minister 
— the non-political head of the department 
— conducts this process. At the end of the 
procedure, the minister is presented with 
the departmental recommendations, which 
she then acts on.

This is exactly what happened with the 
so-called  million arts funding cuts. 
Those suggesting that politics played a 
role are misguided. In reality, the cuts are 
based on a broad, efficiency maximizing, 

strategic review process. Remember, the 
review applies to all departments, not 
just arts.

The government currently spends some 
 billion on arts funding. A  million 
cut is only . per cent of the entire budget. 
Further, in the last three years, arts funding 
has increased by eight per cent. In light of 
the fact that few Canadians experienced the 
same salary increase, the arts community 
should applaud this increase.

Some may argue that the programs 
cancelled had some great benefit for 
Canadians. This is highly questionable 
when Canadians are living on the streets, 
families are barely surviving and commu-
nities are still on boil water orders, yet 
we need to pay for Avi Lewis to attend 
film festivals in Australia and Argentina. 
Life is about priorities and one would be 
hard pressed to find people willing to sup-
port arts funding over programs helping 
low-income families and First Nation 
communities.

Some may argue that under the current 
government, funding has been shifted from 
one arts community to another, pander-
ing for votes. This is about as surprising 
as extremely cold weather in Manitoba 
during winter. Every government uses 
programs to entice the electorate, mov-
ing funding around their political base, 
both Liberals and Conservatives alike. 
Although improper, it is a reality of our 
current democratic electoral system. Unless 
the Canadian voting system is changed, 

vote buying is here to stay. Attempting to 
stop politicians from thinking about 

votes when making funding deci-
sions is like trying to stop gravity, 

futility at its finest.
At the heart of the matter, 

the government has increased 
arts funding by eight per cent, a 

dramatic increase. Sure, . per cent of 
current programs have been cut, but 

this was based on the recommen-
dations of our great, non-partisan 
public service. Strategic review is 
essential in order to maximize 
taxpayers’ money. 

If the arts community is upset 
about the  million cut to the “travel 
the world for free” program, they’ll have to 
get in line for government money behind 
low-income families, First Nations and 
towns with boil water orders.

Jesse G. Hamonic 
Right on the Money

Mind fi ghts:
The abolition of arts funding
Pro: cash better elsewhere Con: arts a good investment



Whenever new vaccines are 
introduced to the public, 
health professionals and 

parents alike have a right to question 
them. What exactly will these vaccines 
cure or prevent? Are they reliable and 
is there any chance that there will be 
adverse side eff ects? Careful consid-
eration of all possible outcomes are 
studied before the vaccines are used 
on the public and in most cases, if all 
is well and the vaccine passes initial 
testing, it is incorporated into most 
health systems with little friction.

However, when a vaccine combat-
ing several human papillomavirus 
strains — viruses that are spread 
mostly through sexual activities 
— was introduced, it became a 
battleground centred on the moral-
ity of the issue. In addition to the 
common questions asked, another 
important issue came up: will this 
vaccine promote children to have 
more sex?

In short, the answer is no. Th is 
is because a lack of comprehensive 
education leads to little or no infor-
mation on the risks involved.

Recently, the Catholic Separate 
School District in Calgary voted 

against inoculating grade fi ve girls 
with the vaccine in their schools, 
citing that it just didn’t fi t with the 
morality of the Catholic Church’s 
beliefs. Th ey believe that by inocu-
lating the girls they then condone 
premarital sex. 

Although there is a visible link 
to the issue of sex and the HPV vac-
cine, commonly known as Gardasil, 

the CSSD’s approach has signifi cant 
shortcomings. Given the fact that 
HPV is spread through sexual con-
tact and the CSSD lacks the educa-
tion necessary to provide accurate 
information on what sex really is, 
the girls frequenting CSSD schools 
are at a higher risk of contracting 
the virus.

Abstinence-until-marriage 

education lacks applicable sex 
education including issues such as 
the spread of sexually transmitted 
infections. Children in such systems 
are more likely to have sex sooner 
or substitute other sexual activities 
for it, such as oral and anal sex, in 
order to get around the virgin-
ity issue. More oral and anal sex 
with less education also leads to a 

higher chance of contracting STIs 
without even knowing about it, 
thus further increasing the risk of 
sterility and other complications 
while unknowingly promoting 
the spread of disease.

An article in the Journal of 
American Medical Associations 
found that one third of women aged 
– are positive with at least one 
strain of HPV DNA and that . per 
cent of women aged – had the 
types of HPV that are associated 
with cervical cancers. This num-
ber seems small but means , 
women in Canada could potentially 
be infected with HPV strains causing 
cervical cancer.

Although it is commendable that 
the CSSD is giving out information 
to parents about the vaccines, their 
other actions are speaking louder 
than words. Th e CSSD is not doing 
a favour to its female students. If 
anything, the CSSD is potentially 
increasing health problems for 
their students in the future by con-
tinuing their poor education and 
creating myths about the vaccine. 
Pre-marital sex happens and will 
continue to happen — we might as 
well try in some way to ensure that 
every person is protected further by 
realistically examining how our sys-
tems are in fact promoting ignorant 
decisions about sex and how this will 
negatively aff ect future generations 
and our health care system.

Promoting promiscuity?
HPV vaccine scandal illuminates a failure of education
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If anyone remembers Chernobyl, 
they’d recall that the -year-old 
Soviet nuclear reactor suffered 
an incredible disaster. To this 
day, we’re still haunted by the 
consequences that arose from the 
debris of Chernobyl. Over , 
people were affected by the nuclear 
fallout and the resulting fear has 
essentially halted the progression 
of nuclear power in the world. 
However, with the extreme cost 
of oil, nations around the world 
have been searching for alternative 
sources of energy that don’t rely 
on the depleting natural resource.

But there’s a fervour circulating 

about nuclear power. Detractors 
think that it’s a terrible source of 
energy and it should be avoided 
at all costs. This isn’t necessarily 
true because there are amazing 
benefits to using nuclear energy. 
At the forefront of this argument 
is the fact that nuclear power plants 
provide an almost limitless amount 
of energy. Twenty two Canadian 
nuclear power plants generate 
. per cent of Canada’s power. 
The fuel for nuclear power plants 
is also cheap to obtain and it pro-
vides clean and efficient energy 
without the expense of harming 
our environment. According to 
the paper “Life-Cycle Assessment of 
Electricity Generation Systems and 
Applications for Climate Change 
Policy Analysis,” by Paul J. Meier 
from the University of Wisconsin, 
nuclear power plants only pump out 

about  tonnes of carbon dioxide 
emissions per gigawatt-hour they 
produce. This is obviously advan-
tageous compared to coal’s , 
tonnes of carbon dioxide and natu-
ral gas’s  tonnes. Nuclear power 
is also far safer than coal power. 
Per terawatt of power produced, 
nuclear power has only killed eight 
people versus coal’s  and hydro 
electric’s . 

Nuclear activists, however, are 
quick to point out that harvesting 
uranium is among the most oil-
intensive mining operations. Huge 
operations are undertaken while 
searching and extracting the fuel 
from the earth. Once the uranium 
has completed its life cycle (which 
lasts for about six years in the reac-
tor) it’s transported to some safe 
location where it’s going to stay for 
a very long period of time. Uranium 

has an incredibly long half-life which 
means that it’s still dangerously 
radioactive to humans for a great 
deal of time. Obviously this leads 
to environmental concerns as well 
as safety issues. 

When nations are entertaining 
the idea of building nuclear power 
plants, there is a lot to consider fi rst. 
Th ey have to weigh the benefi ts and 
consequences of having a nuclear 
power plant, fi rst of all. Secondly, 
they’d have to evaluate the cost of 
building and maintaining one, which 
is not cheap. Case in point, the last 
nuclear power plant built in Ontario 
went billions of dollars over budget. 
Yet, think of all of the possibilities 
that a developing nation may have 
if it invested in nuclear power. If the 
project was backed by a developed 
nation, power would come cheap, 
clean, effi  cient and it would solve a 

huge portion of the power problems 
that are plaguing most developing 
nations. 

Unfortunately, there is no con-
crete answer as to whether or not 
a nation should develop nuclear 
power as a major energy source. 
What the decision really comes 
down to is whether or not the 
nation is willing to invest the bil-
lions of dollars into the research, 
mining and storage — all neces-
sary for a functional nuclear power 
plant. Any developing nation may 
have enough justifiable causes to 
develop a nuclear power plant. 
These countries are the ones most 
in need of fast and clean energy. 
In Canada’s case though, there’s 
no reason to develop nuclear 
power. Around  per cent of our 
electricity is powered by our vast 
hydroelectric dams.

Joëlle Robichaud
Gauntlet Opinions

Roman Auriti
Gauntlet Opinions

Nuclear energy’s powerful questions
Despite the concerns,  nuclear power could be a great benefi t to developing nations



With only a few months left  until the inau-
guration of the th president of the United 
States, George W. Bush undoubtedly has 
legacy on his mind. All political leaders exit-
ing public life leave a legacy — a synopsis of 
the successes or failures of their time in offi  ce. 
Th e current American president can look to 
his handling of the September  terrorist 
attacks and the nonpartisan coming-together 
of the nation which followed as a high point 
for his presidency (though, obviously not for 
the nation). Others, however, will point out 
countless shortcomings including the handling 
of Hurricane Katrina, the invasion and occu-
pation of Iraq and most recently the seeming 
collapse of the economy. 

Th ere is, though, another legacy that this 
administration will leave to the international 
community, one which will only begin to be 
felt in the years to come, but has the potential 
to fuel future wars and to start a new arms race. 
Th e United States has reaffi  rmed its place as the 

There has been something 
burning in my soul like the 
Hindenburg for a very long 

time. It is a contentious issue, there is 
no doubt about that. I usually bring it 
up aft er a few beers or when I feel like 
arguing with a friend, but I think for 
my maiden voyage into the opinion 
genre it is as good a topic as any. My 
issue is with the Beatles. Or, more to 
the point, how overrated they are.

I realize that statement constitutes 
blasphemy in many, many circles, but 
I do not care. I also recognize that I’m 
not the fi rst person to issue this state-
ment (at least I hope not). Whenever I 
get into a debate with someone about 
the best or greatest band ever (which 
I recognize are two separate things, 
but they oft en get lumped together, 
so I’m going to proceed as if they are 
 — it’s my column aft er all) it usually 
ends something like this:

Random friend: Dude, the Beatles 
are the greatest of all time! Haven’t 
you heard “Hey Jude”?

Me: Of course, but one song doesn’t 

make a band the “greatest ever.”
Random friend: Oh I understand 

that, but that’s the thing, isn’t it? Th ey 
have, like,  great songs.

Me: Th at’s debatable. Th e songs 
are indicative of a certain time frame 
which . . .

Random friend (exasperated): It’s 
not debatable! You’re an idiot! Th ey 
changed rock ’n’ roll, man!

Almost without fail, the fi nal line 
of reasoning they advance is the 
“they changed rock and roll” argu-
ment. And maybe that’s true. But 
changing a genre of music doesn’t 
automatically grant you the “numba 
one spot” (to quote Ludacris). It may 
make you important for a time and 
it may defi ne your individual career, 
but altering your profession does not 
confer all-world status on you. At 
least not in my opinion. It’s sort of 
like saying that GWAR is the greatest 
band of all time because they set the 
costume rock ’n’ roll genre on its ear. 
I get the sense that for these people, 
the Beatles experience is due in large 
part to socialization and context, 
which is essentially the crux of my 
argument: the Beatles are regarded 
by so many people as the greatest of 
all time because they are brought up 
believing this is so.

I have a pretty unique experience 

with the Beatles and music in general. 
My old man is a music degenerate. 
My mom thought he was addicted to 
the tunes. He owns three  gigabite 
iPods: one for country, one for old 
rock and one for new music. He 
does not discriminate: one moment 
he might be listening to Eminem, 
the next he might be pumping 
Chumbawamba. I’d estimate he 
owns somewhere between , 
and , CDs and I’m pretty sure 
he owned a crap load of vinyl when 
he was younger. To my knowledge, 
the man has never lost at name-
that-tune. 

Because of his love of music, I was 
exposed to more music than I care 
to remember as a child. I recall him 
setting up a stereo in my room and 
getting me to pump R.E.M.’s Monster as 
a child. Later, in my teenage years, he 
would quiz me when a song came on 
the radio to see if I had learnt anything 
over the years. Incredibly (or perhaps 
thankfully) he never actively made me 
listen to the Beatles. I’m not sure why 
this is and I have never asked him. He 
owns their entire discography and I 
can remember him listening to them 
from time to time. What makes my 
situation unique is that I never seri-
ously attempted listening to them until 
my senior year of high school, when 

I was . Contrary to what the movie 
Superbad would have you believe, 
hearing them for the fi rst time was 
not like looking into a dreamy guy’s 
eyes. I saw no outstanding musical 
merit in their work. I appreciate music, 
but I do not appreciate the full great-
ness of the Beatles.

What I am trying to illustrate is that 
the Beatles’ alleged greatness relies 
mightily on context. Many of our 
parents grew up during the Beatles’ 
heyday, when every girl wanted John 
and every guy wanted to pound the 
skins like Ringo. Th ey lived through a 
cultural moment that deeply aff ected 
their lives — but it was not all about 
the music. Th e times were changing 
and the Beatles, with their long hair 
and underlying sexuality, were part 
of it. When I make this argument I 
usually use the Calgary Flames  
playoff  run as a parallel to illustrate 
my point. My friends and I oft en 
refer to that particular Flames team 
as the best edition ever, but we are 
misguided in our belief. Th at team 
was not the best (that distinction 
probably goes to either the team 
from ’ or ’) but the moment 
we were living in was. Th e city was 
going crazy, people were literally 
painting the town red and living 
for the next chance they would get 

to get boozed up and traverse th 
Ave. Experiencing that made the  
Flames seem like greatest team ever, 
but if you did not experience it, you 
would not call a squad that ) did 
not win the Cup and ) featured 
Shean Donovan on the second 
line, the greatest Flames team ever. 
Nonetheless, I will tell my kids one 
day about how great that team was 
and they will probably believe it. I 
believe the same thing has happened 
with the Beatles. Parents teach their 
kids their respective brand of reality 
(which is not necessarily wrong) and, 
in the case of my friends, this usu-
ally entails believing that the Beatles 
are the greatest band ever. Th e kids 
then believe it and start to point to 
all sorts of extraneous facts about a 
time they did not live through. It’s 
all about context.

I do not disagree with people who 
say the Beatles are their favourite 
band. To each his own. Are the 
Beatles good? Sure. I’m not a fan 
and I don’t think their music holds 
up particularly well over time, but 
they have some good material. Are 
they the best ever? 

No. 
Th at distinction probably goes to 

R.E.M., but only because my old man 
told me so.

number one exporter of weapons throughout 
the world with a staggering increase in . 

Th e Bush Administration is pushing through 
foreign weapons deals at a pace far exceeding 
the recent global norm. According to the latest 
Congressional Study, the United States has fi nal-
ized agreements for the sale of  billion (all 
fi gures U.S. dollars) worth of military technology 
so far in the  fi scal year. Th is is nearly triple 
the amount of weapons supplied by the United 
States just three years ago, when they arranged 
for  billion in similar military exports. Th ese 
large conventional arms include items such 
as fi ghter jets, tanks, missiles and ships, but 
do not take into account small arms such as 
rifl es and ammunition. To further illustrate the 
rapid growth rate, one needs to consider that 
in , combined worldwide sales reached a 
total of . billion — just  billion more 
than the  American fi gure. 

Th e Stockholm International Peace Research 
Institute reports the United States accounted 
for  per cent of arms sales between  
and ; followed by Russia ( per cent), 
Germany ( per cent), France (nine per cent) 
and the United Kingdom (four per cent). In 
, Russia will set a post-Soviet record for 
arms exports, which will exceed  billion for 
the fi scal year. While this fi gure falls far short 
of the American total, it is worrisome nonethe-

less, showcasing that the Americans are not 
the only ones setting new export records. 

Why then the large swell in U.S. exports? Part 
of the explanation can be found in the tense 
global environment. With fears of potential 
Iranian and North Korean aggression, for 
example, neighbouring states are looking to 
supplement their current arsenals. Others states 
have been shocked and awed by the show of 
American fi re power in Iraq and Afghanistan 
and are looking to add high-tech laser guided 
and precision munitions. 

Th is raises the question of whether fl ooding the 
international market with advanced weaponry is 
the best tactic to create stability and peace. While 
supporters of this concept would argue that the 
increased ability of states to defend themselves 
will cause would-be aggressors to think twice, 
recent evidence points to the contrary. Th is sum-
mer Georgia, supplied with modern American 
weapons, was brazen enough to launch an 
off ensive into South Ossetia, which they knew 
would provoke a Russian response. 

The Bush Administration is also very 
keen to sell weapon systems to those coun-
tries it sees as vital to the “War on Terror.” 
Afghanistan, Iraq and Pakistan represent 
the first, fourth and fifth largest purchasers 
of American arms between  and , 
respectively. Yet the stability of these three 

states leaves much to be desired. Less than 
 years ago the United States was supply-
ing the Afghan mujahedeen with weapons 
to fight the Soviets. Now these weapons are 
being used by the Taliban against the United 
States and NATO and it’s far from certain the 
current Afghan state will survive. If it col-
lapses, these weapons could once again fall 
into enemy hands. 

Th e  billion fi gure for  represents 
agreements that have been made between the 
American administration and foreign govern-
ments, but it will be years before these weapons 
are actually delivered. In the meantime, these 
agreements are likely to cause a new style of 
arms race — one in which the major arms 
producers, particularly the United States and 
Russia, attempt to outsell each other at the 
expense of international stability.

Unfortunately, it appears the idea of dis-
armament or reductions in armaments has 
been rendered null and void. Th e world is 
hungry for weapons and the weapon producers 
are only too happy to oblige. A world where 
peace and stability depend increasingly on 
the threat your neighbour is able to pose is a 
world forever on the brink of war. Long aft er 
Bush has checked out of the White House, 
this is a legacy for which we will have his 
administration to thank.

Austin Paladeau
Gauntlet Opinions

Tyler Wolfe
Gauntlet Ramblings
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O Canada! Our lost and 
forlorn land. True foreign 
owned. Under all the 

world’s command.
In the last several years, large 

Canadian businesses such as 
Fairmont Hotels and Resorts and the 
Hudson’s Bay Company have been 
bought out by foreign businesses. 
Today when you walk around Lake 
Louise and look back at the beautiful 
Chateau, you are no longer looking at 
something Canadian, but Saudi prop-
erty. Canadian patriots who claim to 
be individual, unique in the world 
and with a culture of our own, must 
admit that these buyouts by foreign 
companies go a long way to proving 
that false. It is hard to walk around the 
emerald lake admiring its Canadian 
beauty, when in the back of your head 
you are thinking about the company 
situated amongst the sand dunes that 
owns the Chateau and all that goes 
on around it. Canadians have been 
lazy and let globalization wash over 
them and that is horrendous.

The Chateau Lake Louise, first 

built in , was once owned by 
Canadian Pacifi c Hotels, which was 
a subsidiary of Canadian Pacific 
Railways. In  CPH bought all 
the CN Rail hotels, creating the 
largest hotel company in Canada. 
Th e company decided to expand in 
 when it bought the Princess 
Hotels, situated in Mexico, Arizona, 
Bermuda and Barbados. It seemed 

that fi nally a Canadian company 
was invading foreign markets and 
becoming global. CPH solidifi ed its 
global infl uence when the company 
bought out the American-owned 
Fairmont Hotels Company, creat-
ing the new Fairmont Hotels and 
Resorts. Th is was a strong move for 
Canadian business, as it gave the 
company control of many hotels 

in the United States. Th ings looked 
good for seven years, with Canada 
expanding its infl uence in the North 
American Hotel market. Th en things 
fell apart in , when Fairmont 
Hotels and Resorts was bought by 
Kingdom Hotel Investments, a com-
pany in which Saudi Prince Alwaleed 
bin Talal bin Abdulaziz is the major-
ity shareholder. All the famous 
Canadian hotels, such as the Banff  
Springs Hotels, Hotel McDonald in 
Edmonton, Th e Empress, Chateau 
Laurier and Le Chateau Frontenac 
are no longer pieces of Canada, but 
Saudi owned. 

Th e same sad story happened to 
the Hudson’s Bay Company, which 
has been around since  and was 
Canada’s oldest company. In  it 
was bought by American billionaire 
Jerry Zucker aft er he presented an 
off er large enough for the board to 
consider selling. Now when you 
put on an HBC Olympic shirt you 
are supporting American business 
as well as Canadian Olympians. It 
is hilarious that at the Winter Games 
in Turin, Canadian athletes were rep-
resented by a foreign power, wearing 
Hudson’s Bay clothes instead of the 
still-Canadian-owned Roots clothing 
(worn by Americans). 

Nobody can deny that the global 
community is becoming closer, but 
there are some things that should 
remain under ownership of a 
country. These historic buildings 
and companies are important 
parts of Canadian culture and 
should be preserved by Canada, 
not foreign-wned companies.

Sadly, just because we want to 

see businesses remain Canadian 
does not mean it will happen. The 
economy dictates that the sell-
ing of companies is essential for 
businessmen to continue making 
a profit, and money, not pride, 
patriotism or nationalism, talks. 
HBC was bought out because it 
was losing market share to other 
department stores who were selling 
stuff for cheaper prices. The cheaper 
prices are important because nowa-
days Canadians are looking to buy 
consumer goods for the best price 
and not because they come from a 
historic store. It is also important 
for business to make money so you 
cannot blame the company com-
pletely. Though money and profit 
are important, companies should 
stay true to their roots. Business and 
governments should work together 
so that Canadian icons can remain 
in this country’s hands. In a time 
when there are only a few super-
powers in the world, Canadians 
must defend every little thing that 
defines us.

Th at said, it is time we as Canadians 
started having some pride for icons 
that represent our country. We 
cannot allow Canada to be slowly 
bought out by foreign powers. It 
is the fault of all Canadians for not 
supporting the companies and keep-
ing them from being bought out. We 
must stop pretending to be patriotic 
and begin wearing it on our sleeves 
before Canada slips to having noth-
ing more than colonial-related power 
once again. If we maintain this trend, 
we will continue to be a pawn in the 
world order.

A country’s degradation
Canada loses landmarks to foreign owners

Chris Pedersen
Just Whatever
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For people who are afraid of fl y-
ing, having to board an aircraft  
for a fl ight can be a startling 

ordeal. When faced with the actual 
logistics of fl ight, the potential for 
disaster increases in our minds. But as 
the famous saying suggests, “You are 
more likely to die in a car accident than 
in a plane crash.” Th ere are, of course, 
individuals who don’t even think twice 
about boarding an aircraft . Th ese are 
the regular fl iers and travellers who 
are comfortable with the experience. 
Unfortunately, sometimes regular 
fl iers, like pilots, take this comfort to 
dangerous new heights.

Earlier this week in Hawaii two 
airline pilots who fell asleep in the 
cockpit returned to work aft er a 
-day suspension. Captain Scott 
Oltman and First Officer Dillon 
Shepley were commanding a fl ight 
from Honolulu to Hilo when they 

In elementary school, every kid 
wanted to be an astronaut. However, 
the ideas for future careers broad-
ened when the realization set in that 
the likelihood of being an astronaut 
is less than a four-foot-one kid play-
ing in the NBA. In –, Ronald 
Reagan proposed sending a “citizen 
passenger” into space to promote the 
space program. Since kids are 

troublesome and 
would probably 

end up float-
ing out into 
space, Reagan 
decided to 
have teachers 
apply for the 
job. Out of 
, appli-
cants New 

Hampshire 
t e a c h e r 

C h r i s t a 
McAuliff e 
won the 

honour.

both “unintentionally” fell asleep 
inside the cockpit. Th e fl ight takes 
approximately  minutes. The 
pilots did not respond to the air 
traffic controller until about  
minutes aft er they should’ve landed. 
Th ey had to take the aircraft  into a 
loop and approach the runway again 
for a second attempt at landing the 
 passengers onboard. It is true that 
modern jets have many computers 
and tools to aid pilots in flying, 
but falling asleep at the wheel, so 
to speak, is not acceptable. Pilots 
are responsible for many lives in 
addition to their own and must 
be extra vigilant in carrying out 
their task. 

Go! Airlines, Oltman and 
Shepley’s employer, has made it 
a matter of policy to always allow 
pilots suffi  cient rest time in between 
fl ights. Th is leaves little excuse for 
the blunder. Oltman was later diag-
nosed with severe obstructive sleep 
apnea, which causes people to stop 
breathing in their sleep and inter-
rupts regular sleep patterns. While 
we might sympathize with Oltman, 
his predicament can’t help but raise 

a question: should a person in that 
condition be fl ying an aircraft ?

Perhaps it is too harsh to sug-
gest that as punishment these men 
should never fl y an aircraft  again. 
We all make mistakes aft er all. But 
to return to work at full pay aft er a 
brief suspension seems far too lenient. 
Th e penalty in this case should at least 
serve to strongly discourage pilots of 
acting irresponsibly, which could 
include a pay reduction aft er a lengthy 
suspension or even dismissal by the 
employer. Pilots have tremendous 
responsibility for the safety of an 
aircraft . Even though the statistics 
show the relative safety of air travel, 
it could be completely nullifi ed by 
irresponsible pilots.

Unfortunately, this endeavour 
was cut short  seconds in when 
the Challenger Shuttle exploded aft er 
taking off . Since then, the Educator 
Astronaut program was put on hold. 
Th e problem with this program was 
that it took teachers out of school, 
permanently, to become astronauts, 
which resulted in no teachers return-
ing to the classroom to share their 
space adventures. 

It seems NASA has almost stopped 
its eff orts to put citizens into space 
at the rate they recruit new astro-
nauts. But private companies have 
taken up the task by manufacturing 
new reusable space vehicles, which 
drastically reduce the cost of taking 
a crew into space while increasing 
safety. According to teachers-in-
space.org, these companies claim 
to be able to fly thousands of 
people into space within the next 
 years. Applications are up right 
now for two teachers to become 
“Pathfi nders.” Th ey say that they 
can train the teachers in a matter 
of weeks and that the teachers will 
be “able to keep their day jobs.” Th e 
program has also spiked interest 
overseas and abroad — chairman 
of the United States Rocket Academy 
and program project manager, 
Robert Wright, co-wrote a paper 

Nenad Tomanic
Gauntlet Opinions

Laura Bardsley
TLF Editor

People who shouldn’t nap:

The benefi t of teach-o-nauts
on the subject and says there has 
been interest from people in Britain 
and Ireland. 

As well as being super interest-
ing, the program isn’t signifi cantly 
expensive. Th e projected budget is 
 million, which, even with the 
economic situation of the U.S. right 
now, is pocket change.

If this program completes in full 
and there are no hitches, it would 
be an amazing feat. Not only would 
the success of this program show 
that space travel has grown and 
will continue to improve, but it 
would produce a solid interaction 
between astronauts and students. 
This in turn would likely result 
in a more widespread interest in 
science and mathematics because 
the splendours of their gains would 
be standing in front of a class, 
recounting experiences from out 
of this world. A student, of any 
age, would be excited to be taught 
by an astronaut. 

No matter how this program 
turns out, it’s still a step in the right 
direction. Space travel has always 
been a common curiosity and 
interest. Although it’s only open to 
a thousand lucky teachers, it moves 
us ever closer to a weekend getaway 
on a space shuttle.

Pilots, probably
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It doesn’t seem fair that 
shady Joe can make shoddy 
mugs emblazoned with the 

Vancouver ’s new slogan 
and come away with a profit. The 
Vancouver Organizing Committee 
recently released their official motto 
for the Vancouver  Winter 
Olympics, “With Glowing Hearts,” 
and has proceeded to trademark the 
line from our national anthem. 
Such an action was made possible 
through the introduction of Bill 
C-, the Olympic and Paralympic 
Marks Act. The bill, introduced by 
former Industry Minister Maxime 
Bernier, is an attempt to prevent 

unsavoury individuals from cashing 
in on Olympic fame.

Of course this isn’t where Bill 
C- stops. Use of the words games, 
gold, silver, sponsor, Vancouver, 
medals, tenth, th, , st 
can be used as evidence in a case 
of trademark infringement. The 
general nature of these terms is 
causing concern.

VANOC is well aware that they’re 
essentially snatching up legal rights 
to something that is part of the public 
domain and has tried to communi-
cate to people that they don’t have to 
worry about being sued for singing 
the national anthem before a hockey 
game. A news release on their web-
site ensures that they “would only 
review the use of the motto if a 
business began using [the motto] 
to create a specifi c, unauthorized 
commercial in association with 
the  Winter Games.”

So, the law is there to stop unau-
thorized commercial association 
with the  Vancouver Olympics 
and nothing more. Rhetoric aside, 
something doesn’t seem right. Sure, 
VANOC seems genuine in their inten-
tions, but so did Iago. 

Artists are one group that might 
have reason to be concerned, 
specifically regarding parody and 
criticism.

Let’s imagine an artist, high in both 
spirit and malice alike, by the name 
of Pip. Pip, fi erce proponent of the 
Olympics that he is, decides to have 
a little fun and depict the lovable 
Vancouver  mascot Sumi on 
the corner of th Ave. and st St. 
in Vancouver complete with a speech 
bubble saying “Sue Me!” and a sign 
identifying the season as winter. Oh 
clever Pip, your ambiguous use of 
the barred numbers and hilarious 
identifi cation of Sumi and Sue Me 

as homonyms 
will surely allow 
your work to 
be identified as 
little more than 
a creative mas-
terpiece! After 
all, didactic art 
is nevertheless 
art. But will this 
fl y with the new 
legislation? Can 
a claim at unau-
thorized commercial association be 
made? No artists will actually want 
to fi nd out.

 We have laws for a reason. We 
want to allow individuals to build up 
a name of themselves and be given 
ownership for their intellectual 
property. But at the same time, we 
have to be vigilant against the mis-
use of such laws. Th e freedom for 
an individual to slam the actions of 

transnational organization like the 
IOC should be just as important 
as one’s ability to slam one’s own 
government. As transnational orga-
nizations and companies get larger 
and begin using more power on 
countries (like the ability to have 
legislation created explicitly for 
them) a space for dissent is critical 
and in this case, that space is being 
encroached upon.

Elijah Stauth
Gauntlet Opinions

With Glowing Hearts we trademark thee
VANOC takes the trademark to new heights
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What do Pamela Anderson, 
Jude Law, Lily Allen, 
Britney Spears, Tommy 

Lee and now Kanye West have in 
common? Th ey’ve all been arrested 
for allegedly assaulting photogra-
phers. As of Sept. , West can claim 
membership in the exclusive club of 
those who have gone on rampages, 
aft er he and his bodyguard allegedly 
smashed a , camera while at 
Los Angeles International Airport. 
While police claim that they have 
no idea what sparked the incident, 
it is pretty clear that having a cam-
era shoved in your face without 
your consent, when you were sup-

It’s the most wonderful time of the year! 
No, not Christmas, election time! Students 
get to head to the polls twice in October and 
this SU view is to let you know when and 
why you will be voting this month.

Th e SU By-Election is fast approaching 
with nomination days (the days you can 
hand in your completed nomination pack-
age) running from : a.m. to noon on 
Oct. –. You can pick up nomination 
packages in the Students’ Union offi  ce in 
Mac Hall right up until the last nomina-
tion day. 

If you’re thinking about running, DO 
IT! Th e positions that can be contested 
in this By-Election are: two Academic 
Commissioners, one Events Commissioner, 
two Operations & Finance Commissioners 
and Representatives from the Education, 
Humanities, Nursing, Science, Social 
Work and Veterinary Medicine faculties. 
Candidates can apply for election grants 
or campaign expense reimbursement, so, 
what’s holding you back? Being a part of the 
SU allows you to gain valuable experience 
such as representing and connecting with 
your peers, working on numerous com-
mittees and understanding how a large, 
young organization works.

If you’re not running, make sure 
to vote! Check out the SU website at 
www.su.ucalgary.ca to fi nd the platforms 
of each candidate, come out to one (or 
more) candidate forum, and make sure 
to vote through your student center at 
my.ucalgary.ca on one of the voting days: 
Oct. ,  and . If you have any ques-
tions about the SU Elections, contact the 
CRO Alexandra at cro@su.ucalgary.ca

But wait, that’s not all, it’s also federal 
election time! Voting day is Oct. . Every 
vote will count in this election — it could 
be the diff erence between a minority or a 
majority government. Polls have been all 
over the map during this election cam-
paign and it’s hard to predict just how it 
will all turn out. 

So, what should you do? Well, vote of 
course! But, also get yourself informed and 
get out and meet the candidates. Th e SU 
will be hosting an all-candidates forum on 
Th u., Oct.  at  p.m. As well, the SU is 
setting up an election center in the ‘What 
SUp” space in MacEwan Student Centre 
(next to the bank machines) so you can 
come and fi nd out where and how to vote 
in the federal election. You can also visit 
party and candidate’s website, go down to 
their campaign offi  ces, talk to a candidate 
on the phone and go to forums in your 
community. Th e future of the country is 
in your hands, don’t screw up!

Vote, vote, vote, vote, vote, vote! Got the 
message? VOTE! Get yourself informed, 
about both the SU and Federal Elections 
and then make somebody give a damn 
about what you think, by marking that 
‘X’ on a piece of paper.

Alastair can be reached at suvpext@ucalgary.ca or 
403–220–3910 or 403–836–8925.

The SU View and its corresponding headline are 
published without Gauntlet editorial revision.

posedly past a security point in an 
airport is probably going to lead to 
some anger.

Within the past couple of years, a 
more aggressive form of paparazzi 
has developed and made inter-
national headlines. Dubbed the 
stalker-azzi by many — aft er a phrase 
coined by Heather Mills — these pho-
tographers will go to any length to 
snag the perfect picture. Leonardo 
DiCaprio has even claimed that he 
has been “afraid for his life” on sev-
eral occasions when being pursued 
by photographers in cars. Th ese are 
real fears for celebrities — a pho-
tographer deliberately hit Lindsay 
Lohan’s car, injuring both her and 
her passenger, Nicole Kidman found 
listening devices on her property 
in Sydney and Reese Witherspoon 
almost got run off  the road by reck-
less photographers while returning 
home from the gym. People have 

also blamed Princess Diana’s death 
on this relentless behaviour.

In response to these concerns, 
California has recently attempted to 
impose stricter laws on paparazzi in 
accompaniment to the laws passed 
in , which made it illegal for 
photographers to go onto private 
property to get their celebrity shots. 
Th is hasn’t seemed to help though. 
These laws are useless when they 
are not enforced, which is the case 
according to Los Angeles police chief, 
William Bratton, who dismissed the 
idea as “a waste of time.” 

While it is inappropriate for 
celebrities to be smashing cameras, 
they have the right to be safe. And 
if laws aren’t going to protect them, 
who is? Photographers need to realize 
that they are walking a very fi ne line 
between making a living and stalking 
someone. 

It’s safe to say that the paparazzi 

aren’t going to disappear any time 
soon and the situation facing famous 
people is a diffi  cult one. With the new, 
more aggressive tactics that are being 
used and the lack of legal support, 
stars need to step up with a new 
approach to the way that they are 
being bombarded with the media. 
Peaceful confrontation is a good idea, 
assaulting someone and trashing their 
stuff  is not. Th ese photographers also 
need to learn to tone things down so 
that nobody else gets hurt and real-
ize that there are limits and personal 
boundaries that are being crossed. 
Th e stalker-azzi claim to just be doing 
their job, but there’s one thing that 
the new generation of paparazzi are 
failing to realize: taking someone’s 
picture should be okay in the appro-
priate place, at an appropriate time. 
Crossing into someone’s personal 
space when they’re somewhere that 
they consider safe is not.

SU View
The trouble of being Kanye

Julia Osinchuk
Gauntlet Opinions

Breaking cameras with the best of ’em
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CIS CANADA WEST 
MEN’S HOCKEY 
PREVIEW 2008-09

The Universi ty  of  Bri t ish 
Columbia Thunderbirds enter the 
season as a wild card in Canada 
West play. 

Finishing last year’s campaign 
at  –,  head coach Milan 
Dragicevic’s squad will need to 
improve its offensive produc-
t ions i f  i t  wants  to  compete 
with perennial contenders the 
University of Alebrta Golden 

Like many teams in Canada 
West ,  the  Univers i ty  o f 
Saskatchewan Huskies lost their 
fair share of key players during 
the off-season. The challenge for 
the Huskies will be to remain 
among the class of the conference 
while attempting to reload for 
another run at the University Cup.

Th e Huskies started last season off  
with a six-game winning streak and 
eventually capped the year with 
a mark of ––, good for sec-
ond in the West. After beating 
an injury depleted U of C team 
in the Canada West conference 
semifinals, Saskatchewan fell to 
the University of Alberta Golden 

Bears  and the Universi ty  of 
Sasktchewan Huskies. The team 
has overhauled much of its roster 
and could potentially ice as many 
as  new faces over the course of 
the season. 

The T-Birds lost  long t ime 
captain and defensive stalwart 
Brad Zanon to graduation, while 
up front Curtis Billsten, Marc 
Deloges and Lance Morrison have 

The University of British Columbia Thunderbirds 

The University of Saskatchewan Huskies

Upcoming Schedule

Oct. 10 at Alberta 7:30 p.m.

Oct. 11 vs Alberta 7 p.m.

Oct. 24 vs Regina 7 p.m.

Oct. 25 vs Regina 7 p.m.

Oct. 31 at Sask. 7 p.m.

Nov. 1 at Sask. 7 p.m.

Nov. 7 vs Manitoba 7 p.m.

Nov. 8 vs Manitoba 7 p.m.

Nov. 14 vs Lethbridge 7 p.m.

Nov.15 at Lethbridge 7.p.m.

Nov. 21at UBC 8:30 p.m.

Nov. 22 at UBC 8:30 p.m.

The University of Calgary 
Dinos enter Canada West 
play this year looking to 

carry last years’ second half surge 
forward into this campaign. 

Complicating matters for 
the team is the loss of former 
NHLer and short-lived Canadian 
Interuniversity Sport superstar 
Jared Aulin and former all-star 
captain Ryan Annesley. 

Together Aulin and Annesley 
combined for  goals and a 
whopping  points, pacing 
the team to a –– record 
— good for third in Canada 
West competition.

For the Dinos to succeed this 
season they will need new players 
to step up and fill the offensive 
void created by the departures 
of Aulin and Annesley, a prob-

lem head coach Scott Atkinson 
shouldn’t have too much trouble 
solving. 

Newcomers Brock Nixon 
— most recently seen wearing 
Calgary Hitmen threads during 
the team’s march to the Eastern 
Conference final in the WHL last 
season — and hulking forward 
Andrew McBride should help 
to solidify a creative offensive 

attack led by Torrie Wheat, Brett 
O’Malley and newly-minted cap-
tain Aaron Richards. 

On the back end, new recruits 
Ryan Gillen, Jerrid Sauer and 
Trevor Koverko should bolster a 
versatile puck-moving defence, 
which will be needed for the for-
wards to do their jobs. 

In net, Jeff Weber enters the 
season as the incumbent after 

backstopping the Dinos down 
the stretch last year. 

He will be pushed by newly-
acquired WHL grad Dustin 
Butler. With the offensive fire-
power the Dinos possess Weber 
and Butler won’t need to stand 
on their heads for this team to 
be a threat to win their first title 
in over a decade.

..Austin Paladeau

The Dinos will rely on recruits to produce offence

Bears in the Canada West final 
and again at Nationals, where they 
finished fourth. 

The current edition of the 
Huskies wil l  feature several 
new faces, most notably Steve 
DaSilva of the WHL’s Kootenay 
Ice and Chris Durand, another 
WHL alum. Both should provide 

considerable offensive spark and 
keep the Huskies near the top of 
all offensive categories during the 
– season.

Perhaps the biggest question 
this season for the Huskies will 
be leadership. Gone is three year 
captain Brent Twordik, who head 
coach Dave Adolph labeled as the 

best captain he has ever seen in 
his coaching career. Stepping in to 
fill the void will be Trent Adamus, 
who was named the successor to 
Twordik’s ‘C’ on Sept. . The 
Huskies should compete with the 
Golden Bears and Dinos for top 
spot in Canada West this season.

..Austin Paladeau

left the team as well. Replacing 
them will not be an easy task for 
Dragicevic, but the T-Birds should 
remain competitive thanks to 
strong, experienced goaltending 
and a defensive core that has the 
potential to be the best in the 
Canada West division.

In net, WHL grad Gerry Festa 
will return for his fourth year with 
the team, while Francois Thuot 

and rookie Joe Rodwell should 
also compete for time. 

With a defence that boasts two 
players who attended NHL train-
ing camps this year, the back end 
appears to be a source of strength 
for the Thunderbirds, and will be 
relied on heavily.

Replacing all-star d-man Zanon 
will be all-rookie Craig Lineker, 
who will be complimented with 

NHL camp invitees John Flatters 
and Mike Wilson. 

Look for the Thunderbirds to be 
competitive this season, although 
only time will tell if the netmind-
ing of Festa and the nucleus of 
new defencemen will be enough 
to take them to the promised land 
that is the Varsity Cup.

..Austin Paladeau
see MORE pREVIEWS, page 



Chris Pedersen
Gauntlet Sports

The Dinos women’s soc-
cer team finally got their 
roar back as they chased, 

attacked and ultimately defeated 
the University of Lethbridge 
Pronghorns. They managed to 
bank seven goals beating the 
Pronghorns – and – in a 
home-and-home series this past 
weekend. 

The wins bring the Dinos 
within one spot of a playoff berth 
as they sit seventh in the Canada 
West standings and only one point 
behind the University of Alberta 
Pandas. 

The Dinos travelled to 
Lethbridge on Saturday to play 
a tough away game. The win was 
important for the morale and 
hopes of the team.

“I t  was  probably  the  most 
crucial point of our season,” said 
forward Joanna Ng. “We were 
struggling and unlucky before, 
but we finally put it together and 
I think this is a major turning 
point.”

The  Dinos  dominated  the 
Pronghorns all game, creating 
numerous scoring chances and 

controlling the ball for the major-
ity of play. 

Early in the game, Tessa Miller 
got free on a breakaway and made 
no mistake, blasting the ball past 
Megan Lumley, giving the Dinos 
a – advantage. This sparked 
another f irst-half  goal  from 
Lindsay Burrows who scored off 
a nice cross and the Dinos went 
into the half up –. 

The second half was similar to 
the first: the Dinos scored often 
and without mercy. Miller once 
again showed tremendous aware-
ness and scored her second goal of 
the game, – Dinos. 

Lethbridge had an opportunity 
in the th minute to cut into the 
lead, but Andrea Nippard sliced 
her penalty shot wide. The miss 
sparked the Dinos again and within 
three minutes, Saaraa Premji found 
herself alone in front of the net 
and lobbed the ball over Lumley, 
– Dinos. 

The Dinos continued to play 
aggressively and Burrows scored 
her second goal, – Dinos.

Lethbridge was trounced on the 
day. The ’Horns late goal by Marley 
Walker was just a statistic as the 
Dinos had the game in hand from 
the onset.

The second game — this time in 
Calgary — proved to be a defen-
sive battle as only three goals 
were scored. Lethbridge grabbed 
an early lead five minutes into the 
game as Janelle Groten scored off 
a corner kick to put Lethbridge in 
the driver’s seat. The rest of the half 
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Women soccersaurs get their roar back
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the rest, scoring her second goal of 
the season and tying the game. The 
Dinos continued to retain control of 
the ball and were fi nally rewarded late 
in the half. Ng took a Miller pass and 
blew a shot past Lumley, giving the 
Dinos the lead for the fi rst time in 
the game. Th e Dinos did not sit back 
and for the remainder of the game 
pressed the ’Horns defence, but were 
unable to score again.

Th e Dinos showed a lot of heart 
as they managed to win their second 
game in a row in dramatic come-

from-behind fashion. Th e off ence 
came alive this weekend, scoring 
seven goals.

“A lot of the time before we were 
able to get chances, but hitting posts,” 
exclaimed Ng. “One weekend we had 
fi ve posts in two games. A lot of our 
game is heart and eff ort and today 
everybody pushed for that extra goal 
and we won it together.”

was uneventful and the Dinos went 
into the locker room having lost 
the battle, but not the war.

The second half started with 
Lethbridge using their speed on 
offence to create scoring chances. 
The ’Horns had several opportu-
nities, but could not find the back 
of the net. The strong stance by 
the defence inspired Calgary and 
for the first time, they handled 
adversity as a team. A nice three-
way passing effort put the ball at 
Morena Ianniello’s feet and she did 

The next game for the Dinos is Oct. 4 against Trinity 
Western University. Game time is 12 p.m. at West 
Varsity soccer pitch. Entry is free with student ID.

The Dinos women’s hockey squad took on the Mount Royal College  
Cougars in pre-season action Monday. The Dinos lost 3-1.

Geoff Macintosh/the Gauntlet
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Dinos golf teams repeat as 
ACAC champions in Red Deer

Dino volleysaurs tourney champs

Nill lands new recruit

Brad Halasz
Sports Editor

The University of Calgary golf 
team had a swingin’ time in Red 
Deer last weekend claiming all 
four individual and team gold 
at the Alberta College Athletic 
Conference championships for 
a second year in a row.

The victories mark the fifth 
championship in eight years for 
the man’s team.

“It’s a good feeling,” said first-
year member Eric Allard.

The Earl Grey golf club member 
captured individual gold by beating 
Lethbridge product Rob Sakamoto 
by four strokes.

Even though Allard was victori-
ous, he said there were a few hiccups 
that threw him off his game.

“The first day my putter wasn’t 

Chris Pedersen
Gauntlet Sports

A Storm is coming in from 
Raymond, AB and plans to run 
amuck at the University of Calgary 
next football season.

Dinos head coach Blake Nill 
announced Wednesday that all-
star running back Storm Bartsoff 
from Raymond High School in 
Southern Alberta will play for 
the Dinos next year.  Bartsoff 
wi l l  complement the a l l -star 
backfield of Matt Walter and 
Anthony Woodson. The Dinos 
will go from a double threat to a 
triple threat. The U of C worked 
hard to bring Bartsoff to Calgary 
as he was being recruited by sev-
eral NCAA Division  schools.

 “You have to go out and show-
case yourself to the top talent,” 
stated Nill .  “If  you are going 
to win, you have to get the top 
recruits. When I first came here 
in  it would have been tough 
to convince a kid like him to come 
here. Now it’s a little easier, not 
every kid still looks at Calgary as 
a lock, but it’s getting closer.”

The five-foot-,  pounds 
Bartsoff is a gifted running back; 
he is as versatile as he is profi-
cient at running and receiving 
the football. 

“He’ll fit in, he’ll be running the 
football for us right away,” said 
Nill. “We have two other great 
backs but there are plenty of times 
to run the ball in the game. I just 
want this kid playing for the U 
of C for the next five years and 
running the ball like I have seen 
him run the ball before.”

Bartsoff has already put together 
an impressive resume, playing on 
the Southern Alberta U-17 team 
at the Canada Cup earning MVP 
honours. When asked why he 
chose Calgary instead of  the 
United States, Bartsoff answered 
casually and sincerely.

“It’s closer to home and coach 
Nill has been great,” he said. “I 
feel comfortable coming here 
and there’s a bunch of guys from 
Raymond. I just feel comfortable 
in Calgary.”

Bartsoff will attend the U of 
C as a science major in the fall 
of .

going very good, so I was getting a 
little frustrated with that, but I was 
hitting the ball good,” he said.

The trouble didn’t stop there 
though, the unpredictability of 
prairie weather also played a 
factor.

“The second day it got really 
windy, so it’s pretty tough to 
score in those conditions,  so 
that was a little frustrating too,” 
he said.

Because golf is a mental sport 
just as much as it is physical, 
Allard said being on a team has 
advantages individual golf can’t 
offer.

“We try and make sure every-
one stays positive and that they’re 
confident in their game and cheer 
them on,” he said. “You’ve got to 
talk it out.”

Lauren Diedrich’s even-par 

round on the  f ina l  day  was 
good enough to capture gold 
 — a hefty  strokes in front of 
second place finisher and team-
mate Ashley Nantes.

The Dinos women swept the 
podium with Aryn Flett coming 
in third.

The women also dominated the 
weekend team play and finished 
 strokes ahead of second place 
Mount Royal College.

Allard — who tried out for 
the team in late August — is 
excited about a tournament in 
Seattle on Thanksgiving week-
end, using the momentum from 
last week’s win. 

“It gives you a big confidence 
boost,” he said. “It helps you pre-
pare your game for bigger stuff 
like provincials and nationals and 
stuff. It’s great.”

Brad Halasz
Sports Editor

Smashing their way to gold at 
the Cougar Invitational, the 
University of Calgary wom-

en’s volleyball team is ready to take 
on the Canadian Interuniversity 
Sport Canada West season.

“I think all the girls are excited 
about the upcoming season,” said 
head coach Jesse Knight.

The Dinos had a slow start to 
the tournament, losing to the 
University of Alberta Pandas three 
sets to one, but got rolling later in 
the day shuting out the University 
of Winnipeg Wesmen – on the 
first day of action.

The win over the University of 
Manitoba Bisons in the semi-finals 
was especially sweet considering 
the Dinos have not beaten them 
in almost two years.

Down two sets to none, the 
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Dinos rallied to win three straight 
sets and take the game.

“It’s great to get a good start like 
that but it’s even better when your 
back is against the wall to step up and 
get it done, that’s pretty important 
for pre-season,” said Knight.

On Sunday, the Dinos faced 
host team the University of 
Regina Cougars in the gold medal 
match.

In similar fashion to the Bisons 
game, the Dinos found themselves 
down early after the Cougars won 
the second and third sets.

The Dino’s tenacity prevailed 
though, as they took the fourth 
and fifth sets to claim top spot in 
the tournament.

The momentum from the win 
will be carried over to the West 
Coast Classic tournament in B.C. 
this weekend, before the Dinos host 
their own tournament  — the Husky 
Dino Cup  — Oct. –.

Knight said the pre-season tour-
naments are beneficial to working 
out the kinks his team has.

“We need to work on a little bit 
of everything, but mostly timing. 
It’s always a challenge to get solid 
reads defensively and if we can get 
our offence rolling we’re going to 
be very hard to beat.”

Gauntlet fi le photo

The women volleysaurs dominated play at the Cougar Invitational tournament last weekend.

Men and women dominate individual and team play
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Losing to the University of Alberta 
Golden Bears in the Canada West 
conference semi-fi nal last year, the 
University of Manitoba Bisons will 
try and build on their –– sea-
son, but will do so without four major 
assets to the team.

Defencemen and captain Rob 
Smith, along with forward Chris 
Falloon, have signed with a division 

Having two goalies who are capable 
of fi lling top position is a good problem 
for a team to have and the University of 
Regina Cougars fi nd themselves in that 
quandary as Brant Hilton and Adam 
Ward return for another season.

Th e Cougars locker room will be a 
familiar sight for several returning play-
ers including fi ve of their top scorers. 

Kyle Ross, Caine Pearpint, Dan 

Th e University of Alberta Golden 
Bears will look to repeat as Canadian 
Interuniversity Sport national cham-
pions this year, but will have to rely 
heavily on fourth-year goalie Aaron 
Sorochan as three top scorers have 
left  the team including captain Harlan 
Anderson.

Anderson won the Canada West MVP 
title and garnered Canada West defence-
men of the year honours last season.

The University of Lethbridge 
Pronghorns hockey program has 
seen erratic jumps in performance 
the last few years and this season’s 
edition looks to be no different. 
Following a surprising – 
campaign, which saw the ’Horns 
make the playoff s for the fi rst time 
in several seasons, the team regressed 
and fi nished the year –– and out 
of the playoff s under fourth-year head 
coach Greg Gatto.

Th e Pronghorns will rely heavily 
on returning netminder Scott Bowles, 
who posted a solid . save percent-
age while starting  of  games. 

two team in Germany. Goaltender 
Krister Toews will attend the Manitoba 
Moose’s training camp in the AHL and 
Nick Cowan will join the Tulsa Oilers 
in the CHL.

Filling the void left  by the departure 
of the four players, third-year head 
coach Don MacGillivary has recruited 
Lethbrdige Hurricane forward Nick 
Huston, who helped his team win 

Bowles strong rebound control and 
above average positioning will help 
alleviate pressure on a young defence 
that was shaky and struggled to move 
the puck up ice at times. Th e addi-
tion of former NHL draft  pick Ryan 
Pottruff  halfway through last season 
made an immediate impact on the 
team and should lead to even greater 
dividends this year. 

Up front, the attack will be again 
spearheaded by Steve Zmudczynski, 
who led the team with  goals during 
the – campaign. Zmudczynski 
will be joined by new recruit Judd 
Blackwater — fresh off  a WHL season 

The University of Alberta Golden Bears

The University ofLethbridge Pronghorns

The University of Manitoba Bisons

Th e Bears hope that former Tri-City 
American Ian McDonald will help put 
points on the board again this year 
as he comes off  a six-points-in-four-
games MVP performance in last year’s 
CIS national tournament.

 New York Ranger draft 
choice Eric Hunter and monster six-
foot-three Jesse Gimblett will man the 
wings with McDonald at centre.

Head coach Eric Th urston won’t 

Bohemier, Neil Kodman and Dillon 
Johnston will be looked to for the 
majority of scoring this year.

Secondary scoring will come 
from captain Shayne Emmons and 
his linemates Dustin Bru and Ryan 
Sawka.

Although the Cougars have 
solidarity in returning players 
— two thirds of them are in their 

The University of Regina Cougars

where he scored  goals and capped 
the year with a Memorial Cup win 
with the Spokane Chiefs — and 
returning forwards Jason Roberts 
and Mark Shefchyk. Bringing lead-
ership and excellent two-way play to 
the team will be Austin Davenport, 
a second-year forward and a former 
captain of the AJHL Calgary Royals. If 
Pottruff  able to steady the defence and 
the forwards fi nd the back of the net 
like last season — where they ranked 
second in off ence in the conference 
— the ’Horns have an outside chance 
to return to post season play.

..Austin Paladeau

CANADA WEST MEN’S HOCKEY 
PREVIEW CONTINUED

be able to rely on his off ence like he 
did last year, so the defence will have 
to step up. 

Sophomore blue-liner Jason 
Fransoo is at the head of the defence 
aft er coming banking  points in 
 games last year. Defencemen 
Kyle Fecho and Derek Price will 
also be used heavily in power-play 
situations.

..Brad Halasz

the WHL’s Western Championship 
last year.

Pierre-Paul Lamoureux and 
Terrance Delaronde also join the 
Bisons as WHL recruits.

Steve Christie will man the net again 
this year aft er being named an all-star 
and leading the Bisons to the Varsity 
Cup in a tournament last year. 

..Brad Halasz

first or second year of eligibility 
— the team did take a hit on the 
defensive side losing blue-line 
powerhouses Brennan Chapman, 
Kyle Deck, Josh Fauth and Clay 
Thoring.

Head coach Blaine Saunter will 
return for a third season behind 
the bench.

..Brad Halasz

Chris Pedersen
Sportspinions

There is a remarkable dif-
ference in the playoff 
structures of Canadian 

and American university/college 
football. The American system is 
not a fair judge of the best team 
in the nation. 

In Canada,  for a team to 
be crowned the Vanier Cup 
Champions, they must qualify for 
playoffs in their region, go through 
elimination rounds and then play 
in a championship game. 

This is a fair system and can 
correctly determine the proper 
national champion because it 
forces the best teams to play each 
other. 

Like the States, Canada does rank 
their teams and this determines 
playoff seeding, but the teams 
still have to win every game. 

It forces teams to play their best 
football against the best teams in 
the nations giving the top and low-
est ranked team’s equal chance at 
success. 

In fact, last year the top ranked 
Laval football team did not even 
make the Vanier Cup final, as the 
University of Manitoba Bisons 
won the cup.

In the States, college teams do 
not have a playoff system in place. 
Rather, each week in the season 
the media, coaches and a computer 
rank the teams. 

At the end of the season, the top 
two teams play for the national 
championship. This is not an 
adequate system for determin-
ing a national champion. It is 
flawed in many ways. 

A team losing in the first sev-
eral weeks of the season is almost 
completely written out of the 
championship game. 

University of Southern California 
is a prime example this year. They 
won their first two games against 
high ranked opponents (Ohio State 
and Virginia), outscoring the two 
–. The third game against an 
unranked opponent (Oregon State) 
they lost –, dropping them 
from first  to ninth in the polls. 

This almost eliminates USC from 
playing in the national champion-
ship this year. The polls also take 
the severity of the schedule into 
play. It is harder for exceptional 
teams to get up for the small easy 
games and ultimately they do 
worse. 

Several other top-five teams also 
lost this weekend, dropping them 
out of contention for the cham-
pionship and allowing possibly 
less talented teams who happen 
to have a good week to rise in 
the polls and play in the national 
championship. Last year Hawaii 
went undefeated, playing a fairly 
tough schedule and was excluded 
from the national championship 
game, another flaw in the system. 
The top teams in the States should 
be given a fair chance to prove their 
worth.

Every team can have one bad 
week and this should not hurt 
them later in the season.

The American system needs to 
change so that a proper national 
champion can be crowned. 

Let the teams decide who is best 
by adopting a playoff system. 

The United States  need to 
look to the north and adopt the 
Canadian system for crowning a 
champion.

Our football 
is better than 
your football
American college football 
should have a playoff system 
similar to the Canadian system



Chris Pedersen
Gauntlet Sports

Na na na na. Na na na na. Hey 
hey hey. Goodbye. 

A boisterous crowd sung 
the University of British Columbia 
Th underbirds off  the fi eld Saturday 
after the University of Calgary 
Dinos football team thumped them 
–. 

The win earned them sixth place 
in the Canadian Interuniversity 
Sport top ten ranking — the highest 
they’ve placed since .

The game was a defensive battle 
from the beginning until the end 
and the Dinos offence backed up 
the hardened defence with three 
touchdowns in the game. The 
win moves the Dinos closer to 
the playoffs as they are currently 
in a three–way tie for first with 
the Simon Fraser University Clan 
and University of Saskatchewan 
Huskies.

“It feels great [to see the offence 
scoring],” remarked receiver Taylor 
Altilio. “It’s like a relief; we finally 
got a weight off our backs by crack-
ing [those] touchdowns.”

On the sidelines, the trainers, 
equipment managers and other 
staff spoke of the positive feel-
ing they had before the start of 
Saturday’s game. They were right. 
Calgary’s offence exploded for three 
touchdowns, the first offensive Tds 
for the Dinos since the University 
of Manitoba Bison bashing earlier 
in the season.

While the offence was scoring 
the defence took care of business 
and forced several turnovers and 

punts. With the offence producing 
points, the defence was able to focus 
on playing conservative. 

“The way we look at things defen-
sively is we come out and we play 
every down the same regardless 
of the situation,” said defensive 
co–ordinator John Stevens. “That 
has to be our mindset. Obviously, 
it’s easier for us to do that with a 
lead, as it makes our play selection 
less stressful and we do not have to 
force as many turnovers.”

The first points of the game came 
after UBC conceded a safety late in 
the first quarter when punter Shawn 
McIsaac ran through the back of 
the end zone. These early points 
sparked the offence and on the next 
play, with five seconds left in the 
quarter, Dinos quarterback Deke 
Junior passed to Nathan Coehoorn 
for a –yard touchdown.

UBC responded with a rouge in 
the second half. Shortly after, Junior 
threw one of his three interceptions 
on the day to Alex Betts who ran 
the ball into the Calgary red zone. 
Dave Boyd punched in from the 
Calgary one–yard line several plays 
later. The point after brought the 
score to –. The rest of the half 
was uneventful as Calgary went into 
the locker room holding the slim 
one point lead.

The third quarter began and 
ended with  little happening offen-
sively. Both defences clamped down 
and the game went into the fourth 
quarter with Calgary continuing to 
hold the one point advantage.

Whatever Dinos head coach 
Blake Nill said to the team at 
halftime finally worked in the 
fourth quarter. 

“I think the main thing was that 
I told the team that our season 
is on the line right now,” said 
Nill. “We are hanging on by our 
fingernails, hanging on by one 
point heading into the half [and] 
if we lose this game, we are not 

going to make the playoffs.”
The team took his speech to heart 

and responded in the fourth quar-
ter. Junior threw two touchdown 
passes to Altilio and Jordan Flagel. 
Altilio’s touchdown was the first of 
his CIS career. 

“A weight off my back, it has 
been six years and I finally got a 
touchdown, it is amazing,” Altilio 
enthusiastically stated. 

The elite defence proved them-
selves as they held UBC to only 

Dinos deliver in biggest game to date
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three points in the fourth quarter, 
ensuring that Calgary would leave 
the field victorious. 

The Calgary defence was able 
to completely shut down the 
Thunderbirds on the day, hold-
ing the running game to  yards, 
and the passing game to just over 
 yards. 

“We were effective mainly 
because our defensive line and our 
linebackers executed their assign-
ments very, very well,” said Stevens 

Playoffs in sight as Dinos climb to sixth spot in CIS top-ten rankings

as Sweet Caroline blared from the 
locker room. “I’m proud with how 
they have been playing.”

The win was an honourable trib-
ute to the  Vanier Cup winning 
Dinos team, who were celebrated 
at half time. Calgary will receive a 
much needed rest this week as they 
are in a bye week.

Geoff Macintosh/the Gauntlet

Give him the fi nger! Calgary Dinos receiver Nathan Coehoorn (#82) is determined to get that ball.
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The next game for the Dinos is Oct. 11 against the 
University of Regina Rams. Game time is 1 p.m. at 
McMahon Stadium. Entry is free with student ID.



2 4   O C T O B E R  0 2 . 0 8   G A U N T L E T  S P O R T S

Austin Paladeau
Gauntlet Sports

Hope springs eternal for all 
teams before the start of a new 
season and the Dinos were 

no exception heading into their season 
opening series against the University 
of British Columbia Thunderbirds 
Sept. –. 

Despite the – rout on Saturday, 
head coach Scott Atkinson felt that 
his team’s – losing performance 
a day earlier could have garnered a 
win as well.

“I was disappointed we didn’t get 
two wins,” he said.

With an excellent mix of speed, grit, 
offence, and leadership, the Dinos 
entered play on Friday night ranked 
as the seventh best team in the country 
and third best in Canada West, behind 
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UBC netminder fools Dinos once, Dinos get last laugh

the University of Alberta Golden Bears 
and University of Saskatchewan 
Huskies. 

Looking to start the campaign off  
on the right foot, head coach Scott 
Atkinson tabbed super sophomore 
Jeff  Weber to man the pipes in front 
of a solid crowd of over  at Father 
David Bauer arena.

Th e Th underbirds opened the scor-
ing at : of the fi rst when — with 
Dino Adam Redmond off  for hooking 
— third-year T-Bird Jeff  Lynch ripped 
a shot that eluded Weber and found 
the back of the net for the early – 
advantage. Th e goal seemed to spark 
the Dinos, who began mounting an 
off ensive barrage against UBC, with 
only the sparkling play of fourth-year 
T-Bird Gerry Festa maintaining the 
lead. Festa — formerly of the WHL’s Red 
Deer Rebels — repelled several quality 
chances with excellent positioning. 

Th e Dinos would launch  shots on 
net in the fi rst period, but it was not 
enough as they found themselves down 
– thanks to goals by T-Birds Craig 
Lineker and Clayton Bauer.

“We ran into a hot goalie and gave up 
a few weak goals,” said Atkinson.

Th e second period would see more of 
the same from the Dinos, as Atkinson 
called for strong puck movement in 
their own zone and more shots.

Calgary was eventually rewarded 
for their play, when key off ensive cog 
Torrie Wheat bulged the twine off  a 
rebound on the power play at :. 
Seconds later, new Dino Brock Nixon 
would bring Calgary within one with 
his first Canadian Interuniversity 
Sport goal, taking a pass from Adam 
Redmond.

Th e Dinos again carried the play 
in the third, peppering Festa with  
shots, but Calgary’s undoing came 
when Kevin Voytechek accepted a 
cross-crease pass from Jeff  Lynch and 
made no mistake in beating a hapless 
Weber, giving UBC a – lead. 

“It goes to show how much being 
behind changes your confidence,” 
said Atkinson.

Torrie Wheat would bring the 
Dinos within one with his second 
goal of the evening, but the score 
would settle – in favour of the 
Th underbirds.

Wheat’s performances over the 
weekend earned him Canadian 

Interuniversity Sport male athlete of  
the week and Dinos male athlete of 
the week honours.

Atkinson said that Wheat stood out 
among the rest of the team.

“Th at’s a signifi cant performance,” 
he said.

Despite the loss the Dinos had a 
solid foundation to build upon for the 
next game. Th ey outshot the T-Birds 
– and controlled the play for most 
of the evening. Th ey were four for nine 
on the powerplay. 

Th e Dinos came roaring out of the 
gate on Saturday, skating their way to 
a – beat down on the Th underbirds 
in front of  thrilled fans.

“I thought the games were very 
similar,” said Atkinson. “We can’t 
give up three goals in the fashion we 
gave them.”

Led by the dynamic off ensive trio 
of Wheat, Aaron Richards and Reid 
Jorgensen, the Dinos controlled the 
play during the fi rst period. 

Th e off ensive onslaught began early 
in the third period with U of C leading 
–. Teegan Moore put away his fi rst 
goal of the season on the power play at 
: and the fl oodgates opened up on 

the Th underbird net. Wheat notched 
his third of the season just  seconds 
later and the rout was on. 

UBC head coach Milan Dragicevic 
lift ed Festa in favour of rookie Joe 
Rodwell who valiantly attempted to 
stop the bleeding, but to no avail. By 
the time the fi nal buzzer went, Wheat 
had notched his sixth goal of the sea-
son, giving him the early Canada West 
scoring lead. 

“I thought the game and result was 
a snapshot of how good this team can 
be,” said Atkinson.

Th e win improves Calgary’s record 
to – and sets them up for their return 
to conference play on Oct.  against 
the defending CIS Champions, the 
University of Alberta Golden Bears, 
in a home-and-home set that fi nishes 
in Calgary Oct. . 

In the interim, the Dinos will travel 
across town to play in the non-con-
ference SAIT Eyeopener tournament 
next weekend.

Men’s hockey team split home-and-home series on season opening weekend

The next home conference game for the Dinos is 
Oct. 11 against the University of Alberta Golden 
Bears. Game time is 7:30 p.m. at Father David 
Bauer arena. Admission is free with student ID.

The men’s hockey team banked 13 goals in two games so far.
Gauntlet fi le photo
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What happens when a 
Dino is matched up 
against a Panda? The 

Panda gets mauled as evidenced  
by the University of Calgary Dinos 
– win over the University  of 
Alberta Pandas at Foote Field on 
Sunday.

It was their first victory over the 
Pandas since the – season, 
giving the Dinos a – record. 

The win comes off the heels of 
a – loss against the Pandas a 
day ealier.

Head coach Jenn Swagar was 
excited about the Dinos f irst 
victory this season, pinning it 
on a new team chemistry.

“Instead of five or six players 
giving  per cent themselves, 
all  players did and that was a 
big change in our chemistry as a 
team,” said Swagar. “I’m proud 
of them.”

Facing off on a chilly Saturday, 
the Pandas and Dinos matched 
strength and struggled to  find a 
hole in their respective defence 
until Pandas player Polly Duncan-
Webb scored a goal when she 
deflected a shot on a short cor-
ner play. 

Their Pandas followed that up 
with a rebound behind Dinos 
keeper Megan Lee. After the break 
the Dinos focused on keeping the 
Pandas offence at bay. 

The efforts were rewarded when 
midfielder Courtney Campbell 
shot the ball into the Panda net 
off a short corner. 

Swagar said the team is getting 
better on defence as displayed in 
the close – defeat  Saturday. 

She added the umpires made 
some errors in their judgment,  
causing  the Pandas goals. 

“The umpires’ decisions are 
unfortunate and that really hurt 
us,” said Swagar. 

On Sunday, the Dinos were 
looking to avenge their defeat 
and they did just that. 

The Dinos and Pandas traded 
possessions unti l  the Pandas 

scored with a shot off a corner 
play.  Pandas midfielder Erin 
Mason used her  experience 
and speed to fight through the 
defence. 

The Dinos were able to even 
the odds when forward Katilin 
Longworth scored on a break-
away.

After that, the Dinos gained 
momentum and overpowered 
the Pandas.  

In the second half, Campbell 
fired a low shot to the top of the 
Pandas net, flying over the head 
of goalie Lili Zhang in the th 
minute.  Longworth was able 
to finish off the Pandas — she 
zoomed around Zhang to fire 
the ball into an empty net. 

The improved offence pleased 
Swagar, especially after a practice 
strategy of strong defence and 
minimizing turnovers.

“We worked all week long on 
offensive postures and it really 
shows and we had a  lot  less 
focused errors, which evens the 
play,” said Swagar. 

She credited Dinos goal ie 
Stephanie Petrowitsch for hold-
ing the defence together through 
the weekend, as she is learning 
more about taking charge of the 
defence and helping the defenders 
with their positions. 

With the loss, the Pandas drop 
to –. Both the Dinos and the 
Pandas have four more games 
to go. Alberta  faces off against 
the University of Victoria Vikes 
while the University of British 
Columbia Thunderbirds pay a 
visit to Hawkings Field.

Swagar  predicts  a  tough 
challenge next weekend when 
the Dinos face off against the 
Thunderbirds once again. The 
Dinos will look to exploit key 
weak points on the Thunderbirds 
team. 

“They are not as fit or fast as 
us and we have a lot of one and 
two year players who are amazing 
and our veterans add that bit of 
vision,” said Swagar. “Tactically, 
we can take them on since they 
have some issues with changes, so 
we will see if we can impose some 
changes and make them commit 
some mistakes.”

First win feels good for fi eld hockeyers
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The Dinos notched their fi rst win of the season against the University of Alberta Pandas.
Gauntlet fi le photo
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Team fi nally fi nds chemistry with four games remaining

The next game for the Dinos is Oct. 4 against the 
University of British Columbia Thunderbirds. Game 
time is 1 p.m. at Hawkings Field. Entry is free with 

student ID.



Has anyone ever heard of a band called 
Gamma Ray? They’re playing in the ball-
room right now and the audience so far 
consists of metal kids in Nikes and I defi -
nitely saw some moon boots going on. 
Whatever happened to moon boots? How   
did plasticy rubbery crocs replace them 
in our hearts? If you have the answer, 
or like metal kids and moonboots, bring 
your TLF to MSC 319 or e-mail them 
to tlfs@gauntlet.ucalgary.ca. All sub-
missions must include your name, ID 
number, phone number and signature. 
Submissions judged to be sexist, rac-
ist, homophobic or attacks of a personal 
nature will not be printed.

The particular thing about my fear of 
giant squids is that there is, in reality, 
no real potential for my ever encoun-
tering one. Yet oddly, I still fi nd myself 
trembling at the thought of a chance 
meeting in a dark alley somewhere in 
eastern europe, and offending one to 
the point of an agressive strike. I pray 
one day for an international “safewalk” 
to quell my doubts. 

– David Steele

There was a seat by you the other day, 
So I thought, yeah man, thats the way! 
Over to that chair I’d have to dance in 
order to steal a loving glance.

– Romeo
[just take a little pill, romeo, and your 
juliet with her thirteen years of wisdom 

will fall for you forever.
– RosalinEd]

There is a very sly fox, who won’t hit 
the rocks, The temptress can tell, she 
never really fell down the cliff. 

Frumpy McBumpkins, I took Calc 4 
with you. Your oblong shapes made 
me laugh.

– the math guy

Amnesty International? Bollocks! No 
innocent person is ever tortured.

– I No

Enola Gay – Oh you truly are my love 
you make my heart fl y like a dove, after 
it has been shoved, by a person wearing 
gloves. you make me write bad poetry, 
I can’t think of anything right now that 
rhymes with poetry, but I love you any 
how, so chill out, don’t have a cow.

– Coo Coo Cachu

Earl Shorris is tall, handsome and looks 
like my favourite movie star!

– StrayDog

Study, work, volunteer abroad. Find out 
how Oct. 8 and 9. www.ucalgary.ca/
CISSA.

There was once a girl named Laura, 
duh-da-duh da... flora. She likes to 
poke fun at the emo, sanqua sanqua, 
fi nding nEMO.

– Jeffery Chauser

Looking for roommate to share rent, 
gorgeous place, jacuzzi, fi re place fully 
loaded. Email Randa at billyatestrawbe
rries@yahoo.com.

Bassoons, AT LEAST ONE of you have 
green nostrils. 

Dear Pearl the landlord,
I am having a party Saturday night, at 
Joshua Ryan Vanderleests house.
Bring everybody you have ever known 
ever. I don’t think the chipendale’s
can make it.

                   – Cal Naughton Jr

Add water, it makes it’s own sauce.
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Everyone has been telling me to “just 
vote, Dammit!”, so I googled “just vote 
dammit” and came across the website 
www.justvotedammit.com. So I think I 
will just vote on the 14th Oct, 2008.

Amnesty International? BORING! Gimme 
sex’n’booze.

– Carpe Diem

I like it when the red water comes out.

Anyone wanna start a “shred powder” 
chant? I do, and I did. Heres to 3
feet, 7 inches and 1/4 of an inch of pow-
der when we hit up the mountains
SBC!

– excessive spence

The ladies of Alpha Gamma Delta had a 
phenomenal recruitment!  We are thrilled 
to welcome our wonderful new pledges 
to chapter. Congratulations!

“If madness is the truth of knowledge, 
it is because knowledge is absurd, and 
instead of addressing itself to the great 
book of experience, loses its way in the 
dust of books and in idle debate; learn-
ing becomes madness through the very 
excess of false learning.”

– Michel Foucault

“What the hell is that fucking sound?”
“Dude, that’s fucking metal.” 

It was bad but fun...like sex with Jor-
dyn.

– pikism #171
[In response to his TLF submission 

www.cakefarts.com
– ScarrEd]

Damn Jane, you look fi ne today!
– DR

TLFs - getting you laid since 1960.



Katy Anderson
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When José Saramago made his accep-
tance speech for his Nobel Prize 
in Literature, he recounted how, 

when it got very cold, his grandpa, a pig farmer, 
would grab his little piggies from outside and 
keep them in his bed to keep them warm. He 
didn’t do this to be righteous, he did it out of 
common sense to keep them from dying. 

Th is common sense, says Saramago, is what 
the world is lacking in a time where we are quite 
literally blinded from each other. 

When actor, director and screenwriter Don 
McKellar read Saramago’s novel Blindness nine 
years ago, he was struck by its focus on the threat 
to human dignity and the response of the main 
characters who fi ght for its preservation. 

“I had the feeling that I was shocked by how 
far it was going, but, at the same time, I couldn’t 
deny the truth to it, this sort of honesty of its 
observation of human behaviour,” he explains. 
“[It] sort of surprised me because I usually think 
of myself as being much more optimistic, but 
I just couldn’t deny that there was something 
believable about it.”

Th e movie adaptation features Saramago’s 
story about a blindness epidemic that hits a city 
— any city — and how a society disintegrates 
when its structure collapses and resources get 
scarce centering around an eye doctor (Mark 
Ruff alo), his unaff ected wife (Julianne Moore) 
and the makeshift  family they acquire when 
confi ned to the asylum. Moore is the only char-
acter the audience is introduced to that can see 
and is forced into an outsider position where 
she struggles as the other’s watchman.

“She’s a hero, you know?” says McKellar. 
“She’s not bred to be a hero. She doesn’t think 
of herself that way at all. Th at’s one of the cool 
things that I loved about the book is that the 
hero emerges out of a group of people. She’s not 
established as being the hero at the beginning. 
She learns her responsibility and she learns 
she has that kind of inner strength that when 
she’s called upon.”

McKellar spent almost a decade trying to 
earn the rights to turn the novel into a movie 
as Saramago was against allowing the commer-
cialization of his work. But aft er a visit from 
McKellar to his home in the Canary Islands, he 
agreed, imposing a few stipulations, including 
that it stayed out of the studio system. McKellar, 
who also acts in the fi lm, ensures the fi lm stayed 
largely independent — despite the presence of 
big Hollywood names, including Danny Glover 
and Moore. Th e fi lm’s travels around the festival 
circuit have kept it true to Saramago’s wishes, 
making stops from Cannes to Calgary.

Dr. Micheal Keren, a University of Calgary 
professor, uses the novel in his politics and 
literature class. Keren says he doesn’t think the 
story is about some distant dystopian future, 
but a commentary on the world in which we 
live today. 

“There was a point in the novel where 
someone says, ‘We haven’t become blind, 
we’ve always been blind,’ ” he explains. “I 
think that Saramago, being a very sharp-eyed 
Portuguese writer, looks at the ways in which 
we communicate with each other today. Or 
for example the ways which students at the 
University of Calgary communicate with 
each other. Take for example the fact that we 
are so preoccupied today with communicat-
ing through e-mail and Facebook and blogs 
and so on. It’s a form of communication in 
which we don’t see each other, in which we 
are mainly behind a screen. Th e whole idea 

of blindness refl ects that to a large extent and 
I think Saramago asks himself, ‘What are the 
political implications and what are the social 
implications, what are the human implications 
of a society that communicates without really 
looking at each other.’ ”

Th e implications of being linked to so many 
people change the consequences of relation-
ships, Keren says. Th e commitment one feels 
to their peers is so weak that when things go 
bad, there aren’t the bonds needed to distribute 
limited resources fairly. Society’s loss of com-

mon sense that brings people together is lost 
when people aren’t communicating in eff ective 
ways. Friendship, he says, turns into a general 
concept that’s used but not internalized, allow-
ing other forces in society to take over, such as 
the asylum TV monitors and later the evildoers 
who take control of the asylum’s reserves.

“This vision of society as being a shell 
that could crack so easily really struck me,” 
McKellar says. “It’s the core of the fi lm. You 
feel this descent and this sort of barbarism that 
is underneath this veil of civility that I just felt 
was important to hold on to. When you read 
the book you get to that feeling where — it 
goes much farther in the book — ‘I just can’t 
believe I’m reading this, I don’t want to read 
this,’ but it’s sort of a crucial element that you 

want to preserve, that humans are resilient, 
that’s sort of the hope of this book. Despite the 
extremes that it’s going to, people can survive, 
people can persevere.”

Director Fernando Meirelles manages to take 
this grim concept and translate it into a visu-
ally striking fi lm, especially utitlizing white light 
transitions. Th e fi lm does a good job transferring 
the novel’s lack of paragraph breaks, causing the 
viewer to feel as if they’re falling quickly into 
an abyss without having a chance to stop and 
think about how easy one transgression leads 

to the next.
Just like the novel is 

taking place anywhere and 
nowhere, Keren says there’s 
no clear distinction either 
between the good guys and 
the bad guys — despite the 
complete degradation of 
the society. 

“I think he shows that 
evil can actually emerge 
out of a society just 
because the opportunity 

arises,” he says. “I don’t think that anyone in 
the novel is inherently good or inherently evil. 
You have the car thief, the good Samaritan who 
brings the fi rst guy that goes blind home and 
steal his car. And Saramago tells us he doesn’t 
steal his car because he’s a big thief, but because 
the opportunity emerged I think the same is 
true about the evil-doers in the asylum, the 
opportunity just emerges and that’s the point. 
When you don’t have a society with a social 
structure with a social contract, with true friend-
ship, with true commitment and compassion 
between people, the opportunity is going to 
emerge for evil-doers to take control.” 

“You feel this descent and 
this sort of barbarism that is 
underneath this veil of civility.”

-Don McKellar, 
screenwriter, Blindness
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Blindness opens in theatres Friday.
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Joel Cummings
Gauntlet Entertainment

It seems like a match made in 
heaven. Social satirist and come-
dian Bill Maher teams with Larry 

Charles, director of ’s hugely suc-
cessful Borat, for a relentless, globe-
trotting tirade against established 
religion in their new documentary 
Religulous (ostensibly a mixture of 
the words “religion” and “ridiculous”). 
Th e result is, as one would expect, side-
splittingly hilarious. However, fi lmgo-
ers looking for a deeper exploration 
of religion, theology and culture will 
be sadly disappointed. 

Anyone familiar with Bill Maher’s 
books and stand-up knows that noth-
ing is sacred when it comes to his 
irreverent humour and poignant 
social commentary. Anyone familiar 
with Borat knows that Larry Charles 
is skilled at making any reasonably 
intelligent person come off  as about 
as smart as a jar of peanuts. Together, 
they travel the globe searching for 
answers about God and religion. 
Along the way they fi nd every sort 
of religious stereotype and caricature 
one would expect from this kind of 
fi lm.

Among the poor souls lampooned 

by Maher’s lightning fast wit and 
Charles’ quick editing are a congre-
gation of truckers in Raleigh, North 
Carolina, an ex-gay pastor who heads 
Exchange Ministries — a group that 
“cures” homosexuality — the direc-
tor of a creationist museum in 
Kentucky and a Puerto Rican man 
running a church in Florida who 
believes he is the reincarnation of 
Jesus. Maher’s hilarious interviews 
are interlaced with innumerable 

clips of old religious fi lms, cartoons 
and promotional videos. Some of 
the funniest moments in the fi lm 
come from Charles’ clever use of 
subtitles to mock the interviewee 
or slip in the occasional joke. Th e 
most memorable example occurs 
when a Muslim imam answers a 
text message during an interview 
with Maher and the subtitle reads 
“death  bill. Lol.”

Don’t get me wrong, this movie 

is really, really funny, but through-
out the film, one question nags: 
is this really a documentary? Th e 
documentary is a dying art. It 
takes a special kind of fi lmmaker 
to explore an issue with care-
ful artistry and objectivity, as 
seen in the works of Errol Morris 
or Frederich Wiseman, but unfor-
tunately Michael Moore set a new 
standard for the mainstream docu-
mentary. It doesn’t necessarily have 

courtesy Lionsgate Pictures

Bill Maher spends a lot of time talking to “religious people” in Religulous.

Meaghan Carrier
Gauntlet Entertainment

Originally formed in , the fi ve 
members of Blind Melon are not alto-
gether unfamiliar with the success 
affiliated with the release of their 
fi rst eff ort in  years. Set to begin a 
Canadian tour this week to promote 
their new album For My Friends, gui-
tarist Christopher Th orn takes some 
time to refl ect on the bands historic 
past and speaks about the making of 
the new album.

“We’ve had great experiences in 
Canada, except for that one time 
when Shannon peed on the crowd,” 
comments Th orn.

The wild experience of touring 
 years ago however shares little in 
common with the more regimented 

lifestyle of the new Blind Melon.
“It’s diff erent this time because 

three of us have young children at 
home and I think leaving them is 
the hardest thing,” says Th orn. “It’s 
easier because we don’t get loaded 
anymore. Our shows really suff ered 
and sometimes I feel like we cheated 
people because we were fucked up. 
Travis [Warren, new front man] is 
great on the road and he delivers it 
every night.”

Having fi rst graced the top of the 
charts with their hit single “No Rain” 
in , Blind Melon feels positive 
about being a band whose fan base 
has breached generations. 

“At one of our shows, I saw a 
mother and father with their kids all 
enjoying our music,” Th orn recalls. 
“It’s just the most fl attering thing, I 
had no concept of it and it absolutely 
blew my mind. It’s the best way to 
share music.” 

The band, although seeing new 

success, has brought a lot of memo-
ries of the past. Last Friday was the 
birthday of the late Shannon Hoon, 
the band’s original front man and 
one of rock history’s most talented 
singer/songwriters. His life was cel-

ebrated by his closest friends and 
family in Lafayette, Indiana and all 
the band members agree Hoon is a 
piece of the Blind Melon puzzle that 
can never be replaced. 

“Th is is the fi rst year we are doing 

this,” Th orn says. “It’s going to be 
good.” 

Th e brand new Melon album, For 
My Friends, was written, recorded 
and produced by Th orn and Brad 
Smith’s Studio, Wishbone. Th orn says 
the recording experience was great 
because of the band’s relationship.

“Th ese guys are my brothers,” he 
says. “It felt good being in the same 
room with them again. With the 
luxury of our own studio we made 
the record we wanted to make.” 

Th is record hit very close to home 
for them, but as for the underlying 
message within the compelling words 
of each song, Th orn says it is up to 
the listener.

“We can never limit ourselves to 
one general message,” he says. “It is 
diverse. We don’t want to force-feed 
a message to anybody.” 

courtesy Sonic Unyon

That sign says the name of their band behind them.
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Blind Melon is Calgary bound on Oct. 3 for their show 
at the Stampede Casino.

to be objective, academic or even 
true, so long as it’s entertaining and 
suffi  ciently confi rms the fi lmmaker’s 
opinion. Th e documentary isn’t sup-
posed to prove any point, it’s just 
supposed to present the facts, show 
us a slice of life and let the viewers 
decide for themselves what it means 
to them. 

Th ere is no question as to what 
Maher’s opinion of religion is, if 
one couldn’t tell from the trailers, 
posters (a monkey in a pope hat) or 
his past material, he goes and states 
it within the fi rst few minutes of the 
fi lm, “I think religion is detrimental 
to the development of the human 
race.” Sure, he has a lot of tough 
questions, but the problem is he 
doesn’t get any good answers. He 
tears religion to pieces and has a lot 
of fun along the way, but he doesn’t 
ask the deeper questions of why we 
believe in God or what it means to 
be a spiritual person. 

Despite it’s tacked on “stop religion 
now before it kills us all!” ending, this 
movie ultimately has nothing to teach 
us and it isn’t going to convince any 
believers. Th e fi lm off ers no thought-
ful discussion, just a lot of jokes. For 
this reason one can’t help but feel 
that Maher is simply just preaching 
to the choir.

Blind Melon is more than just the bee girl
Religulous opens in theatres Friday.

Religion + ridiculous = preachy doc
Bill Maher and Larry Charles fail to scratch past the surface in their examination of religion 
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Julia Osinchuk
Gauntlet Entertainment

Easily one of the most recognizable acts 
on the rock circuit, the Horrorpops 
seem to have Lady Luck on their side. 

After years of gaining and losing members, 
the band is now back to the original three-
person set up that was formed after Patricia 
Day of Peanut Pump Gun and Kim Nekroman 
of Nekromantix met at a concert in  and 
decided to try a completely different sound 
from what both were used to playing. 

“We wanted to play whatever the hell we 
felt like,” says Day. “We just wanted to play 
for the kicks of playing. Not for having a 
music career. We started so that we could 
have fun and we’re still having fun.”

Upon making the decision to form the 
band, the two decided to learn the other’s 
instrument and use that as an even more 
unconventional basis for their music.

“We did it so we would write songs differ-
ently,” Day explains. “Basically, not knowing 
how to play an instrument allowed us to do 
things very differently from what we’ve done 
in previous bands. I taught Kim how to play 
a little bit of guitar and he taught me to play 

a little bit of bass and then it was just go.” 
After picking up Niedermeier, a friend of 

Patricia’s, to play drums, the Horrorpops 
were ready to create their music. It wasn’t 
long before they developed a following in 
Denmark, laid down a demo and, upon hear-
ing it, Hellcat/Epitaph immediately offered 
them a record contract.

“Signing with them was a really easy and 
good decision,” Day laughs. “They never 
interfere with how we do things, so it’s been 
really easy and really nice.”

The success and the recognition that the 
band has gained was unanticipated, though 
with their unique sound, and active live show, 
it’s no surprise to fans. They are a delight to 
listen to, with different undertones affecting 
every song, and even more of a spectacle to 
see. They have become almost as well known 
for their live show, which often presents a 
packed stage, as they have for their music. 

“You have to go to a live show to under-
stand what it’s all about,” Day says. “It doesn’t 
matter if it’s our whole get-up or just the 
three of us. It’s still a crazier live show than 
any other band. I hate going to shows where 
bands play and they’re just standing there 
with their freaking instruments, like fucking 
trees or something. I mean, that’s not what 
happens with Horrorpops, that’s for sure.”

Despite their success, the threesome has 
still had to fight through the assumptions 

that the outside world is quick to make. 
“I think that some things have been hard, 

but I think that we choose not to care. We 
never really planned to get as far as we were 
today. We haven’t compromised one bit and 

that’s an extreme privilege. It’s fucking awe-
some.”

m u s i c i n t e r v i e w

H o r r o r p o p s

courtesy Epitaph

Their hair is kind of sharp, just like their music.

The Horrorpops do the ol’ switcheroo

Jordyn Marcellus
Gauntlet Entertainment

To make a good romantic com-
edy, you need to get the hell out of 
Hollywood. Th ere’s nothing there but 
Botox, Spencer Pratt and loneliness, 
which is why it’s nice for a movie to 
go back to the most mythologized city 
in fi lm and the place where almost all 
of Woody Allen’s classic tales of love 
were set, good ol’ New York City. 

Th e opening to Nick and Norah’s 
Infi nite Playlist is a love letter to New 
York as well as an attempt to take 
back the romantic comedy genre from 
the more minimalist, contemporary 
indie aesthetic. As the skyline of the 
city that never sleeps looms in the 
background, the skyscraper’s lights 
stark against the bluish dusk of night, 
two separate groups of New Jersey 
high school students cross the bridges 
and tunnels into the Big Apple, both 
on a quest to fi nd the legendary act 
Where’s Fluff y. Th e band, famous 

for their rare and secretive shows, 
are playing a clandestine concert 
somewhere amongst the clubs and 
covert hideaways found in the corners 
of New York and the teens are going 
to be there to see it. 

Th e two titular characters meet 
at a gig for Nick’s (Michael Cera) 
band, the Jerk Off s and as Norah’s 
(Kat Dennings) best friend Caroline 
(Ari Graynon) gets viciously blotto 
at the show, Nick’s bandmates off er 
to take the lush home. Th ey encour-
age Norah to work some feminine 
magic over the excessively-emo Nick, 
who has spent his weeks crying and 
making mixtapes for his bitchy ex-
girlfriend. As the two title charac-
ters ride off  into the night in Nick’s 
violently yellow Yugo, they start on 
a late-night adventure to fi nd Fluff y 
and maybe bring about a little amore 
along the way. 

Cera’s continues to get typecast into 
the role of the lovably dorky every-
teen who is completely inept with 
women. He is a little less awkward 
in this fi lm than in previous eff orts 
like Juno or Arrested Development. 
His portrayal of a teen obsessed with 

music feels very real, like everyone’s 
best friend who spends way too much 
time on music blogs. Th is contrasts 
with the more mature Dennings, who 
plays Norah in a more sophisticated, 
sardonic and outspoken manner 
similar to Th ora Birch and Scarlett 
Johansson’s turns in Ghost World. 

Despite what the trailers show, the 

two characters don’t really spend 
most of their time in some giggly 
version of love. Dennings and Cera 
spar frequently, oft en getting testy 
as their search for Fluff y leads them 
across the city. This also leads to 
emotionally-wrenching moments, 
like one particular scene near the 
end of the fi lm. Norah goes off  with 

her douchebag hipster ex-boyfriend 
when Nick takes Tris (Alexis Dziena), 
his scenery-munching bitchy ex-
girlfriend, home after she’s made 
doe-eyes at him all night — despite 
earlier disgust at his presence. It’s 
brutally real and depressing for 
people who’ve been in those kinds 
of situations. Otherwise, it does come 
across a tad melodramatic.

Despite some of the more soppy 
elements, the fi lm is a loving trib-
ute to fi nding and connecting with 
similarly minded people in the 
counter-culture. Some will grimace 
at the story because it’s not self-ref-
erential or ironic enough to appeal 
to their too cool for school tastes. 
Th e story is a romanticized tale for 
those who stay up late, go to the din-
giest of clubs and spend their days in 
record shops looking for the rarest 
vinyl records, meant for the swelling 
group of people who can’t identify 
with Romantic Comedy Vehicle 
: Renée Zellweger is a Chubby 
British Gal. 

f i l m r e v i e w
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courtesy Sony Pictures

Michael Cera is an indie dream boat.

Nick and Norah mixes a love story with sketched indie title font
The Horrorpops play the Warehouse on Oct. 7. Doors open at 7 p.m.  

Nick and Norah’s Infi nite Playlist opens in theatres 
Friday. 

Group survives lineup changes, stereotyping and instrument switching to achieve success
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Darren Young
Gauntlet Entertainment

There are fi ve members in New 
York progressive rock outfi t 
. Th e band formed  years 

ago, released their fi ft h album last 
year, has been signed to two record 
labels and in four days, will be using 
a vehicle with four wheels to roll into 
Calgary. Joey Eppard, guitarist and 
brains behind the band, is glad to take 
 on the road and show off  his group 
and their talent.

“We put a lot of work into this thing 
and one thing we never did was tour,” 
says Eppard. “Instead of touring early 
on, we just stayed home and wrote 
more songs. We had three albums 
out before we did a tour.”

Taking time to go on tour has given 
 the time to develop a serious set of 
stage legs. Bands such as Killswitch 

Veronika Lancaster Deliyannakis
Gauntlet Entertainment

Slim Twig’s kind of a skinny 
guy. Though the name does well 
to describe his appearance, it also 
speaks to his music.

Travelling with his tour band, 
the Mercy Mercenaries, Slim Twig 
is going on a bit of an adven-
ture. It is his longest tour thus 

Engage, Dream Th eater, Porcupine 
Tree and Coheed and Cambria 
have lauded the band’s superior 
performance ability and technical 
prowess and have all asked for  to 
join them on their respective tours. 
Eppard appreciates the attention and 
acknowledges it took his band years 
to get to the level they are now at.

“I guess we got good sitting at 
home,” jokes Eppard. “We do what 
we love to do. We go out on stage 
and we have a good time. I used to 
be in the audience watching Chris 
[Gartmann, the group’s drummer] 
and I remember being amazed. Years 
later, I was able to get him into the 
band and it’s been a really great 
situation.”

While Eppard applauds the abili-
ties of his bandmates to no end, he is 
no slouch on the guitar. Eppard has 
a unique fi ngerpicking playing style 
that is oft en falsely reported by crit-
ics as classical training. He is, on the 
contrary, largely self-taught and has 
no real formal training. Most of his 

techniques have been developed by his 
own intuition with the instrument.

“Th ere’s complicated elements of 
classical-type playing in my playing, 
but it just so happens that I’m follow-
ing my own process,” explains Eppard. 

“My brother [Josh Eppard, formerly 
of Coheed and Cambria] is obviously 
a great drummer and my uncle was 
a great punk rocker. Something is 
defi nitely going on genetically.”

Genetics have assisted  through 

more than talent. While Josh was 
playing in Coheed and Cambria,  
became a regular touring partner. 
Th is gained the band some valuable 
publicity as well as a number of fans 
who undoubtedly would have noticed 
the similarity of vocal sounds between 
the bands. Joey is not bitter about 
his band’s fame drawing from his 
brother’s fame.

“I’ll take all the attention we can 
get and that’s kind of the name of the 
band,” says Eppard. “My brother used 
to drum for us and he’s a big fan of 
what we do. If we were a mediocre 
band then it might get a little old, but 
we are our own band and have our 
own sound.”

Aft er a summer of delivering their 
sound on the Progressive Nation tour 
with Dream Th eater,  is now on the 
road as a headliner. Th ey will defi -
nitely be an act to catch this fall — that 
is, if anyone can keep up. 

far and the band’s fi rst out west. 
He says that previous experience has 
given them a lot of insight.

“With the live show, we really 
try to have it be an entertaining 
experience,” he says. “It’s not just 

something where we show up and 
look at our feet and play for  
minutes then leave. So if people 

are curious, hesitant or not sure, 
then I’d say come because we like 
to put on a show.”

Twig’s gritty experimental sound 
has some unconventional origins. 
Growing up in a family of film-
makers heavily infl uenced his music 
along with literature, David Lynch 
and directors like Peter Greenway. 
His inspiration comes from many 
diff erent mediums with the element 
of fantasy added to the mix.

It is hard not to be fond of a 
character like Slim Twig. His style 
is defi nitely not ordinary. He is a 
Dr. Frankenstein creation of Elvis, 
Beck and the essence of funk. Th e 
lyrics are catchy and harsh, but sung 
in a very melodic and at times hyp-
notizing way. 

Signing to Paper Bag Records, 
he’s put out two records this year 
and he’ll be getting another one out 
in the near future. It will be a bit 
darker with a diff erent approach. Th e 
images he gets in his mind from the 
perspective of someone unsavoury 
gives his music that darker feeling, 
Twig says.

“My goal is to come off as 
sort of a crooner, but a crooner 
lost in a junk yard or some-
thing so everything is kind of 
noisy and disturbing but there’s still 
that element of a rock’n’roll classic 
singer,” he says.

m u s i c i n t e r v i e w
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courtesy Metalblade

These guys are serious business.

3 plays the Warehouse on Oct. 10. Doors open at 
9 p.m.

m u s i c i n t e r v i e w
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The numbers balance out for 3

courtesy Ideal Friends

Slim Twig looks pretty contemplative here.

Funk singer Slim Twig has the skinny on success

Slim Twig plays the Warehouse on Oct. 8. Doors 
open at 8 p.m.
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and unadulterated gypsy fun, Gogol 
Bordello is coming to MacEwan Hall 
on Oct. . Th ose attending the show 
need to remember to dress as if they 
are P.T. Barnum’s main attraction.

Th e less circus-inclined can check 
out Calgary indie sweetheart Feist 
at the Saddledome on Oct.  with 
guests Hayden. Don’t ask her what 
kind of iPod she has. She won’t 
like it. If you’re looking to stick a 
little closer to campus, you can see 
Brad Hougham at the Eckhardt-
Gramatté Hall as part of the music 
department’s Celebrity Series 
Concert performing “Lyric Baritone” 
on Oct.  and . Th e Saskatchewan 
native has a wide range of musical 
experiences under his belt, from 
adjudicating Kiwanis in Calgary 
to teaching vocal performance in 
Spoleto, Italy.

The Saddledome will play host 
to the ultimate show of ultimates 
on Oct.  with Neil Young and 
Death Cab For Cutie. After that 
epic show, everyone will probably 
need some time to wind down and 
will have a great chance with funk 
favourites Bedouin Soundclash and 
Hey Ocean! at Mac Hall on Oct. . 
Both groups made the trip out to 
Calgary in the past few months, so 
it’s likely that people are raring for 
more. 

Our city’s indie prince, Chad 
VanGaalen will stop by the Marquee 
Room on Oct.  in support of his 
latest album, Soft Airplanes. The 
Subpop signee has been a busy boy, 
producing the critically acclaimed 
debut eff ort from Women in addition 
to his own work. Th ere’s defi nitely 
some similarities when it comes to 

Midterms are upon us and 
stress is buzzing across 
campus. Luckily enough, 

there are some amazing shows to keep 
everyone sane enough to make it to 
reading break.

Cadence Weapon (Rollie 
Pemberton), the rapper that indie 
kids are allowed to love, hits the awe-
some Marquee Room on Oct.  with 
Woodhands. Pemberton is still riding 
on the accolades of his latest album, 
Aft erparty Babies, and being signed to 
Anti- Records. Woodhands has also 
seen great success of late, headlining 
this year’s POP Montreal Festival and 
aft er their stop in Calgary, will head to 
the Halifax Pop Explosion for more 
awesomeness. Th e weekend also sees 
action as Juno artist Alex Cuba takes 
to the Grand on Oct. . 

Folk favourite Iron and Wine visits 
the MacEwan Ballroom on Oct.  to 
impart guitar-driven tunes on eager 
listeners. Samuel Beam — the man 
behind the name — made a musical 
departure with Th e Shepherd’s Dog 
and fans are likely raring to hear this 
and some of his older material at the 
show. Th e subdued sounds continue 
when the Acorn shares headlining 
duties with Ohbijou at Broken City 
on Oct. . The groups will tour 
together until Nov. , so there are 
plenty of opportunities to catch up 
if you miss them now.

For those who need a little amp up 

both projects’ aesthetics.
Throatsinging wonder Tanya 

Tagaq will bring her unconventional 
sounds to the Ironwood on Oct. . 
She’s received a lot of acclaim, chan-
neling an Inuit tradition and bringing 

it to the mainstream, making her stop 
in Calgary defi nitely something to 
look forward to.

Amanda Hu
Musical Musings

Check out next week’s Gauntlet for everything going 
on in the visual arts scene.

courtesy Flemish Eye

Chad VanGaalen was on Letterman once. A guy crawled on him.

October music is pretty good
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Christian Louden
AP Editor

When best-selling novels are 
adapted for the big screen, 
criticisms are sometimes 

leveled against screenplay writers for 
diverging too far from the original 
story. Something always gets lost in 
the abridgement, rearrangement or 
direction the fi lm takes contrary to 
what the author originally intended. 
Ultimately, the book is usually 
much better than the fi lm. With this 
in mind, screenwriter and director 
Clark Gregg followed the Chuck 
Palahniuk novel almost to the letter 

in his latest fi lm, Choke. Unfortunately, 
Gregg’s meticulous attention to detail 
serves as the fi lm’s one major fl aw.

f i l m r e v i e w

C h o k e

Th roughout the story, there are occa-
sional fl ash backs to Victor Mancini’s 
(Sam Rockwell) childhood, each time 

carefully sliding another piece of the 
puzzle into place as the viewer learns 
about how Mancini came to be a sex-

addicted man who, despite his apparent 
hatred for his mother, struggles with 
bills to keep her alive in an expensive 
nursing home. Mancini fi nds himself 
compelled to do good for reasons he is 
uncertain of and as the story unfolds, 
he eventually comes to terms with 
the unbelievable explanation that 
his mother’s doctor gives him aft er 
reading her diary: he is the half-clone 
of Jesus Christ, synthesized from the 
Holy Foreskin.

The film moves along quickly to 
avoid the audience questioning how 
absurd the whole thing is and the pace 
is fundamentally what makes Choke the 
fi lm less than ideal. Th e passage of time 
is apparent only through Mancini’s best 
friend and fellow sex-addict, Denny 
(Brad William Henke), who collects 
a rock for each day of sex-sobriety.

When their house is suddenly full 
of hundreds of rocks, it is clear that a 
signifi cant amount of time has passed. 
Th is works well for the novel because 
the reader is much more involved with 
the story as a necessity of it being a 
book. But when the fi lm portrays it, the 
disorienting leap from a few rocks to 
hundreds turns out to be more annoy-
ing than useful. As well, the seasons 
never change throughout the fi lm while 
the rocks begin to pile up, leaving the 
impression that the characters live 
either in a place of perpetual sum-
mer or that nothing ever happens in 
the fall, winter or spring. Th ough the 
novel makes no reference to season, 
this is much less evident and jarringly 
unrealistic when reading than seeing 
it on screen.

Th e confusion that ensues leaves the 
viewer ill prepared when the fi lm moves 
into its conclusion. Th ough Palahniuk 
may have intended his novel to play 
out in a surreal and confusing way, 
for the sake of good screenwriting, 
Gregg should have fi lled in some of 
the gaps to make the fi lm fl ow more 
smoothly.

Sam Rockwell is a little freaked out. Perhaps it’s because he’s a sex addict surrounded by grannies.
courtesy Maple Pictures

Movie adaptation takes Palahniuk’s words too literally

Choke is in theatres now.
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Edmonton isn’t just an ugly town full of stuck-

up hipsters that like dance music too much. 

Sometimes they make good music too. This is 

where the Famines come in. Made up of art-

ist and ex-Vertical Struts member Raymond 

Biesinger and Garrett Kruger, formerly of 

Wolfnote, the Famines throw down a sonic 

assault usually only found on a Shellac LP. 

This double seven-inch makes up for the fact 

it’s only four songs long by packing more ear 

sex into  minutes than your favorite indie 

rock band can with cuteness. Their decision to 

release two singles instead of a CD means that 

each song has to be strong enough to stand by 

itself and they defi nitely succeeded at this task. 

Jamaica exports many things we in Canada 

enjoy — bananas, for example — but the 

R&B singer originally from Jamaica, does 

not qualify. Consider investing your $ in 

another of Jamaica’s products rather than Th e 
Long Way Home. However, if you happen to 

be a grade seven girl, you will enjoy this album 

— it’s sure to “Rock Your Body” in traditional 

club-fashion, boasting the same meaningless 

dance songs most of us have heard a million 

times already.

Gerald Eaton derived his stage name, “Jarvis 

Church,” from two parallel streets in Toronto, 

displaying how his word-craft knows no 

bounds. With lyrics like “So facety / so tasty,” 

to describe club girls, one cannot deny the lin-

Underoath fans won’t be disappointed with the band’s latest addition 

to their discography, Lost in the Sound of Separation, which offers no 

shortage of lyrical curiosity and pounding, harmonized instrumental 

components to match. Despite obvious growth in the band, their newest album 

feels as though it is a continuation of their  release, Defi ne the Great Line. The 

all-around hardness of the record continues the direction in which Underoath 

began to head, but is fi ttingly accompanied by softer melodies.

The underlying theme to nearly every track on Sound of Separation is desolation 

and hope. This is seamlessly displayed in “We Are the Involuntary,” harking 

lyrics like “A falling of man / We are all lost in the sound of separation / Hands 

in the air and love at our sides / There’s gotta be something bigger,” which bring 

to light questions for all of humanity (or at least those listening) to consider. 

Carrying on this theme of hopelessness with a silver lining is the track “Emer-

gency Broadcast: The End is Near,” one of the heavier tracks on the album. 

Vocally, it gives off an eerie, almost ghostly feel in its calls for hope in the form 

of background chanting and haunting orchestrated melodies.

All in all, Lost In Th e Sound of Separation is a gleaming example of a band deep 

in contemplation, stuck in a maze of philosophical and desolate questions, 

none of which are given an answer. Fortunately, from these questions rose a 

perfectly balanced album that refl ects every bit of contrasting hope/hopelessness 

in its music. Underoath keeps it raw and compelling, making for an all around 

pleasing album once again.

..Arielle Hofmeister

The Gym Class Heroes don’t exactly look like 

the type that would be dropping a record full 

of potentials for top hip-hop hits. Maybe pop, 

but not hip-hop. Their latest record The Quilt, 
however, is a fantastic mix of the boys and some 

of the greatest up-and-coming and already 

established artists.

There is nothing that can be said about any one 

specific track on The Quilt that is not true of all 

of them. They are the types of songs that lodge 

themselves in your head with only one listen, 

thinking about lyrics like, “I never claimed to 

be an angel, I’m just makin’ music / Something 

a little different / You can bob your head to it 

Gym Class Heroes

 The Quilt

(Decaydence)

guistic expertise exhibited throughout this album. 

He sings decently, but overuses pre-programmed 

music, weak lyrics and recycled hooks, rendering 

his attempt average. Even with fi ve featured artists 

on the album — Rock Supreme, Cecile, Mr. Peppa, 

Stacie Orrico and C — it tires early.

The second half presents more variety than the 

fi rst, though only one or two of the songs show 

any musicianship or talent. “Whole Day Long” 

takes us away from the club sound to a mellow 

reggae that he should have explored more in 

depth. “Shake It Off,” the funkiest of the songs, 

was tolerable. They were the highlights of this 

album, but two out of  is still the long way to 

musical success.

..Kirk Pearson

The Famines

The Famines 2 x 7”

(Pop Echo)

Ranging musically from raucous post-punk to 

wandering minimalist rock, the variety is enough 

to keep these records fresh from A to D.

Included in the packaging is a fairly thick booklet 

with almost no connection to the music, besides 

strange photocopied images of the records them-

selves. With a map of Turkey, a street map of Cairo, 

fake newspaper ads concerning the Famines and 

confusing images of cats and inanimate objects, 

these chaps certainly went for the entire post-

modern experience.

That doesn’t matter though. Do yourself a favour: 

pick this up and play it as loud as your speakers/

landlord permits.

..Jordan Fritz

Jarvis Church

The Long Way Home

(Mawga Dawg)

/ If that’s a crime then fuck it, I’ll do the time.” 

There are also references to probably some of 

the greatest songs ever made  with “I wear my 

sunglasses at night, so I can, so I can…”

With guest vocals and production by artists like 

Estelle, Lil’ Wayne, Busta Rhymes and Dr. Dre, 

there are stylistic changes on the album that 

add to the convention-bending. From straight-

up badass songs such as, “Peace Sign/Index 

Down,” to power ballad-style songs like, “Like 

Father, Like Son,” as long as you can appreciate 

hip-hop, there is not a single thing unenjoyable 

about this album.

..Julia Osinchuk

Underoath

Lost in the Sound of Separation

(Solid State)

s p u nA L B U M  R E V I E W S
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CONCERTS

THEATRE

MISC.

SPORTS

1 Start your Halloween Costume. There is 
nothing clever about being a nudist on strike. 
Don’t be a douche bag (fi guratively or literally) 
and put some effort into your costume. 

2. Make sure you’re registered to vote. It’s 
almost time to hit the ballots and while 
Canadian politicians aren’t as interesting as a 
pit bull wearing lipstick, it’s still important to 
have a say. 

3. Drop out of university and start a band. Let’s 
be honest, you’re checking facebook on your 
laptop anyway. A lot of classes are really 
packed, so do everyone a favour and make 
some space. 

4. Jump into a pile of leaves. You may be in 
university but you can still be a kid at heart.

T H I N G S  T O  D O
A Raisin In the Sun continues at the 

Max Bell Theatre Oct. 2–5 at 7:30 p.m. 

Tickets are $25.70–$66 at Ticketmaster. 

Unity, 1918 continues at the Martha 

Cohen Theatre Oct. 2–11 at 7:30 p.m. 

Tickets are $18–$55 at Ticketmaster

Slammenberry Jam Festival is 

presented at SAIT’s Orpheus Theatre 

on Fri., Oct. 3 and Sat., Oct. 4. Doors 

open at 8 p.m. and tickets are $23.10 

at Ticketmaster. 

Hark! ‘Tis John Ralston Saul at the 

Playhouse Mon., Oct. 6. Behold his 

sublime personage at 7:30 p.m. Tickets 

are $15 at yonder Ticketmaster.

The Opera Suicide is presented at 

Dancer’s Studio West Oct. 7–11 at

8:00 p.m. with a matinee Sat., Oct. 12 

at 2 p.m. Tickets are $15 dollars and 

must be reserved at 403-397-8559.

Whether it’s Three or 3 you’ll be 

satisfi ed at the Warehouse on 

Mon., Oct. 6 and doors open at 8 p.m. 

Tickets are $16 at Ticketmaster.

Taste the delicacy that is Horrorpops

at the Warehouse on Tues., Oct. 7. at 

7 p.m. Tickets are $18 at Ticketmaster.

Need an auditory injection of 

testosterone? Danko Jones will be 

providing just that at the Back Alley 

on Tues., Oct. 7. at 8 p.m. Tickets are 

$15 at Ticketmaster

Iron and Wine will be fi lling MacEwan 

Hall to the brim with sweet fi nger-

picking melodies Wed., Oct. 8. 

at 7 p.m. Tickets are $24.50 at 

Ticketmaster.

Get in touch with your wild side with 

Plants and Animals & Born Ruffi ans. 

They’ll be in their natural habitat, the 

Warehouse on Wed., Oct. 8. at 8 p.m. 

Tickets are $15 at Ticketmaster.

Don’t leave for the epic Lord of 

the Rings Symphony with out 

your gardener. This larger-than-life 

concert is presented at the Jubilee 

Auditorium Oct. 3–4 at 7:30 p.m. 

Tickets are $45–70 at Ticketmaster.

Ogle some Babes for Breasts. Get your 

fi ll of voluptuousness and support a 

cure for breast cancer at That Empty 

Space on Fri., Oct. 3 at 3 p.m. 

Andrew F will rock your socks off at 

MacEwan Hall on Fri., Oct. 3. at 8 p.m. 

Tickets are $22 at Ticketmaster. 

Make some romance with Chixdiggit 

and Carpenter. They’ll be over at 

SAIT’s Gateway on Fri., Oct. 3 at 8 p.m. 

Tickets are $15 at Ticketmaster.

Blind Melon will be ripe at the 

Stampede Casino on Fri., Oct. 3.

at 9 p.m. Tickets are $51.45 at 

Ticketmaster.

Noctis II and guests will be hammerin’ 

at MacEwan Ballroom on Sat. Oct., 4

at 5:30 p.m. Tickets are $20 at 

www.noctisvalkyries.com

Watch Daniel Wesley and Current 

Swell jam at SAIT’s the Gateway on 

Sat., Oct. 4. Show starts at 8 p.m. and 

tickets are $15 at Ticketmaster.

If you can’t get enough Babes 

for Breasts there will be a benefi t 

concert taking place at Ironwood 

Stage & Grill on Sat., Oct. 4 at 5 p.m. 

Tickets are $10 at Ticketmaster.

Our amazing women’s soccer team

will be busy this weekend. The grass 

fl ies at the soccer pitch as they face 

Trinity Western on Sat., Oct. 4 at 

12 p.m. and Fraser Valley on 

Sun., Oct. 5 at 12 p.m.

The Dinos fi eld hockey team will 

be serving UBC double helpings of 

whoop-ass at Hawkings Field on 

Sat., Oct. 4 and Sun., Oct. 5 at 1 p.m.

Our men’s soccer team suit up against 

Trinity Western at the soccer pitch on 

Sat., Oct. 4 at 2:15 p.m. and Fraser 

Valley on Sun., Oct. 5 at 2:15 p.m.

The Dinos women’s hockey team

will be skating circles around SAIT at 

Father David Bauer Arena on 

Mon., Oct. 6 at 5:30 p.m.

Epcor Centre for the Arts and the 

Trimedia Alliance present 1000 
Journals as part of Movies that Matter. 

There will be a screening on campus in 

EDC 179 Thur., Oct. 2. at 6:30. Tickets 

are $5 for studens at the door.

The Radical Humanities Symposium
takes place Oct. 3–5 at the University of 

Calgary. Social critic Earl Shorris starts 

it off with a public lecture in EDB 179 

Fri., Oct. 3 at 7:30 p.m. 
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