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While the war between 
gamers and computer-
generated enemies wages 

on consoles around the world, an-
other battle is being fought irl (in real 
life, for all those non-gamers) as the 
argument surrounding the increas-
ing popularity of violent video games 
and their eff ect on those playing 
them is coming to a head. With the 
media and critics making the con-
nection between aggressive events, 
like the Columbine High School 
massacre and the shooting in Taber, 
AB and video game play, the general 
public is quick to point an accusatory 
fi nger towards fi rst-person shooters 
and other violent games. 

Th e jury is still out on whether 
the content of video games plays a 
signifi cant role in the real-life be-
haviour of those playing the games 
and there is a lot of research sup-
porting both sides of the issue. 
Game developers claim that youth 
violence rates haven’t shown a sig-
nifi cant increase since the advent of 
violent games, chalking up a lot of 
the controversy to media sensation-
alism, while cognitive psychologists 
propose that children’s tendencies 
towards aggressive actions increase 
if they are exposed to such images 
in their formative years. Th ey also 
assert the ever-more realistic quali-
ties of fi rst-person shooters blur the 
line between fi ction and real life for 
young gamers, causing even more 
aggressive and violent behaviour, 
not to mention extreme desensiti-
zation to similar images. 

In order to deal with growing 
criticism from parent groups and 
researchers, the industry is attempt-
ing to put restrictions on games 
with rating systems such as the one 
instituted by the Entertainment 
Soft ware Ratings Board, as well as 

place fi lters on websites 
for violent games such as 
Call of Duty which requires 
viewers to enter their age 
and redirects them to the 
developer’s general website 
if they do not meet the re-
quirements. With that said, 
images of children holding 
well-known violent games 
with “M” ratings clearly de-
noted in billboards, adver-
tisements and mall displays 
are common and don’t help 
quell the problem of rated 
content reaching those that 
are technically restricted by 
the rating. 

Overall, researchers agree 
the majority of fl aws are not 
in the use of rating systems 
themselves, but the process 
used to create them and 
how parents utilize them in 
an attempt to regulate what 
kind of content their chil-
dren are being exposed to. 
Th ere are valid questions to 
be raised in regards to these 
ratings, namely surround-
ing who assigns the ratings 
— for example, if parties 
with fi nancial holdings in 
a company provide the rat-
ings — and how useful they 
actually are to parents. Even 
with these systems in place, 
and assuming they do pro-
vide enough information 
about a game’s content, many par-
ents seem to underestimate the ac-
tual level of violence or inappropri-
ate content in their kids’ favourite 
pastimes, oft en gawking when they 
discover little Jimmy has been kill-
ing hookers and stealing their mon-
ey or shooting and maiming Nazis 
from the trenches all day. 

Blaming the industry and devel-
opers is, in the end, a futile eff ort in 
the war against youth violence, as 
violent video games are here to stay, 
regardless of the validity of video 
games’ infl uence in this problem. 
Ultimately, consumers educating 
themselves on the content of video 
games and the specifi c meaning of 

ratings like “M” for Mature or “T” 
for Teen is the best and most eff ec-
tive way to wade though the vast sea 
of video games and fi ght the prob-
lem of kids playing inappropriate 
games.

Amanda Hu
Entertainment Editor

Handling violent video games

Editor, the Gauntlet: electricity rules
Editor, the Gauntlet,
Th is article [“‘Good’ advertis-

ing gone wrong,” Rinaldi Gulinao, 
Feb. 5] highlights a conundrum 
faced by most utility companies 
in North America: they are aware 
of the external social and environ-
mental costs of generating electric-
ity, yet how are they to tell custom-
ers to buy less of their product? And 
what incentive is there for them to 
do so? Th ankfully, several states in 
the U.S. have decoupled the utility’s 
revenues from their sales volume 
and numerous other states are be-

ginning to follow suit. Rather than 
build a new power plant, a util-
ity can focus instead on harvesting 
wasted energy from their customers 
and still make a profi t that makes it 
worthwhile for them to stay in busi-
ness.

Along with their stated passion 
for conservation, Enmax is also do-
ing the right thing in a few other 
ways. Th ey’re building their newest 
generating plant close to Calgary, 
where the majority of their custom-
ers are, to avoid the need for long 
and ineffi  cient transmission lines. 

For years, they’ve given the option 
of purchasing wind power and are 
now ramping up to lease solar pan-
els to customers in the year 2010. 
And they are building the Calgary 
Downtown District Energy Centre, 
which will effi  ciently provide heat 
to several downtown buildings, 
eventually using waste heat from 
electrical generation facilities.

Th is is an exciting time to be look-
ing at electricity. Germany has cre-
ated over 200,000 jobs in renewable 
energy and increased their use of 
renewables from six per cent to 14.2 

per cent, since the year 2000. At least 
one utility in the U.S. is beginning to 
take advantage of “smart grid” tech-
nology, by remotely managing their 
customer’s power demands. Does 
a massive beer refrigerator or large 
industrial pumps need to be run-
ning during peak hours? Generally 
not, so the utility lets them run dur-
ing low-demand times when elec-
tricity is abundant and cheap, but 
cuts them out when the spot price 
of electricity jumps up. Tools like 
this also shoot holes in the argu-

see letter, page 13
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c a m p u s  q u i p s
“A bug, just cause it 
fl ies and doesn’t do 
anything.”
– Kristen Turi, 
third-year 
archeology

“I think there are 
too many deans so 
a dean should be 
reshuffl  ed.”
– Madelynn 
Matthews, fourth-
year psychology & 
anthropology 

Interviews: Morgan Haigler, Photographs: Geoff MacIntosh 

Now that the U of C president is retiring, who should replace him?

Ryan Pike
AP Editor

Aft er steering the University of 
Calgary for over eight years, Dr. Har-
vey Weingarten will soon abandon 
ship. 

In a news release on Tuesday 
morning, Weingarten announced 
plans to step down from his positions 
as president and vice-chancellor ef-
fective Jan. 1, 2010.

Weingarten explained his reasons 
for departure had nothing to do with 
any precipitating event. 

He said he felt he accom-

plished everything he set out to 
do when he took the job.

“I was pretty articulate when I got 

here about the things I hoped to ac-
complish and I decided to go because 
my sense was I had done what I was 

asked to do, maybe even more,” said 
Weingarten. “It’s really not deeper 
than that.”

Weingarten came to the U of C 
in 2001 aft er two decades at 
McMaster University, replacing Ter-
ry White as U of C’s president. 

Although he still has over 10 
months left  on the job, Weingarten 
leaves behind a legacy that includes 
transforming the U of C into a more 
research-focused institution and 
boosting its reputation in research 
circles.

“I think we’ve made quite good 
progress on many of those fronts and 

so that’s when you decide [that] we’ve 
pushed this as far as we can and it’s 
someone else’s turn,” he said.

Reaction to the announcement of 
Weingarten’s imminent departure 
came immediately from a wealth of 
campus groups. In a press release, 
Graduate Students’ Association pres-
ident Rithesh Ram praised Weingar-
ten’s contribution in the development 
of quality money.

“In the past, as part of the tuition 
consultation process, the University 
of Calgary has committed to re-in-
vesting money into student-driven 

Big Harv takes the money and runs

Dibs on the sweet offi ce.
Paul Baker/the Gauntlet

see Harvey, page 6

“A voted represen-
tative. Democracy 
rules!”
– Kevin Wong, 
fi ft h-year 
engineering

“Barack Obama 
because it’s hot!”
– David Piotto, 
fourth-year 
communications

Pro-lifers lose club statusPro-lifers lose club status
Katy Anderson
Features Editor

University of Calgary’s Campus Pro-
Life club was disbanded by the Stu-
dents’ Union on Tuesday aft ernoon.

Th e council chambers in MacEwan Stu-
dents’ Centre were packed as media crowded 
into the circular room to hear the SU’s verdict 
on whether or not the club would remain 
sanctioned.

Th e hearing was called last week aft er uni-
versity administration charged members of the 
group with trespassing for ignoring requests 
by the university to turn their display inwards. 
Th e display, titled the Genocide Awareness 
Project, juxtaposes graphic images of the Ho-
locaust and the Rwandan genocide with abor-
tion. 

Th e committee ruled that CPL violated the 
SU’s Club Procedure 17.1 f which reads “Th e 
Club Committee may remove a club, a frater-
nity or a special event organizing group’s sanc-
tioned status or withhold funding or services 
from a club, a fraternity or a special event or-
ganizing group at any time if the group violates 
the Students’ Union or university constitution, 
bylaws, procedures or policies; or any federal, 
provincial or municipal laws and legislation.”

Asia Strezynski, CPL club secretary and 
Tuesday’s offi  cial speaker, said the decision was 
unjust because it didn’t specifi cally state what 
rule the club had violated.

“Th e SU again failed to specify what policies, 

SU president is bombarded by media after the SU’s decision to disband the club.
Geoff MacIntosh/the Gauntlet

bylaws or regulations we were breaking,” she 
said. “Th e section 17. 1 that they made refer-
ence to, references further policies which they 
failed to provide.” 

 CPL lawyer John Carpay said the club will 
appeal the decision, which will see the students 
lose funding opportunities, the use of meeting 
rooms and the ability to borrow equipment.

“It’s going to become quite evident that the 
clubs committee couldn’t provide any answer 
of any policy that existed,” said Carpay, ex-
ecutive director of the Canadian Constitution 
Foundation. “An arbitrary censorship letter 
that signals out one group is not a policy of the 
university and if it is, we’re in big trouble.”

However, SU president Dalmy Baez insisted 
the issue is clear-cut, the university policy the 
club broke was ignoring a stipulation on the 
event — placing the signs inwards.

“For us to repeal [the bylaw] — we wouldn’t 
make any exceptions for any organization, no 
matter what there mandate is — but doing so 
would probably put more harm on the Stu-
dents’ Union than benefi t,” said Baez.

SU social science representative Teale Phelps 
Bondaroff  said he was concerned that he fi rst 
heard of the SU’s plans when he read them in the 
news. As an elected offi  cial, he felt that because 
the issue was so contentious, it should have 
gone through the Student Legislative Council, 
the highest governing body of the SU.

“What if the university’s policies are bad?” 
said Phelps Bondaroff . “What if a club violates 
the university policy which is not a good poli-

cy? Th ere’s no provisions for that. By enforcing 
university policy without looking at the policy 
itself, we become a tool of the university.” 

He added that he believed the SU should 
protect clubs from “bad” university policies.

Baez, however, asserted that if the SU felt the 
university was making an unjust decision they 
would fi ght it.

“In this case we feel that the limitations im-
posed on this event were reasonable,” she said. 

CPL treasurer Alanna Campbell understood 
that the SU had an obligation to stick to their 
word — the SU served the club with notice in 
November that if the club violated university 
policy they would be punished — but said they 
missed the opportunity to present CPL with the 
policy that the club had actually violated. 

“I was very disappointed that our student 
representatives, people that we voted for to 
represent us, would blatantly ignore justice or 
ignore facts and would fail to give us reasons 
— basically do the same thing the university 
has been doing,” said Campbell. 

CPL was also concerned that Alex Judd, SU 
vice-president operations and fi nance and club 
committee chair, sat on the review panel. Judd 
served three years as president of the Feminist 
Initiative to Recognize Equality, a group that 
has actively protested against the GAP display. 

Baez was confi dant Judd’s past involvement 
in FIRE would not sway the outcome of the de-
cision. 

Th e university and CPL will head to court 
Feb. 27.
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Rhiannon Kirkland
Gauntlet News

Every year university students 
spend hundreds of dollars on text-
books and it seems like prices are 
always going up. 

A new campaign, set to begin in 
March, is trying to tackle the cost 
of textbooks. Th e Be Book Smart 
campaign, put on by the Univer-
sity of Calgary Students’ Union, is 
modeled aft er a similar campaign 
at the University of Alberta. It will 
teach students and 
professors ways 
to make academic 
materials more af-
fordable. 

Th e U of A 
started its Be Book 
Smart campaign 
aft er a series of 
Canadian Round-
table on Academic 
Materials discus-
sions. CRAM brings 
together academic 
v i c e - pre s i d e nt s 
from 21 university 
students’ unions 
in nine provinces. It was started 
as a forum to discuss the cost of 
textbooks and other academic 
materials.

“Th e Be Book Smart campaign is 
kind of a sub-project of CRAM,” said 
Su VP academic Pamela Weather-
bee.

Th e campaign targets both stu-

dents and professors. Th e student 
awareness campaign features a web-
site and bookmarks that list alterna-
tives available to students. SU faculty 
representatives and commissioners 
will talk to students about their op-
tions and rights. Th e fi rst stage of 
the student campaign will launch in 
March and a second phase will take 
place September. 

Be Book Smart will encourage 
professors to request textbooks 
early and educate professors about 
their rights when dealing with pub-

lishers. It will 
also teach them 
about alterna-
tives like not 
having a text-
book or using a 
course pack.

U of A SU VP 
academic John 
Braga said they 
received a posi-
tive reaction 
to their cam-
paign. 

P r o f e s s o r s 
reacted more 
enthusiastical-

ly than students because they saw 
the problem of expensive books de-
velop over a longer time frame. 

Braga said that encouraging pro-
fessors to have publishers compete 
on prices for selected books was ef-
fective.

“Th e last two main semesters, the 
fall and the winter, we’ve had great 

Sarelle Azuelos
News Editor

The University of Calgary has 
taken another small step in 
its long, long journey down-

town. 
Aft er a promise of $5 million an-

nually from the province for a lease 
this summer, the U of C chose the 
home of its future downtown cam-
pus. 

Th e site, at 906 Eighth Ave. SW, 
isn’t the fi rst location the university 
had in mind, but the original com-
plex proved too complicated to pull 
together, said U of C president Har-
vey Weingarten. 

Th e original East Village site was 
a partnership with Bow Valley Col-
lege, SAIT, Athabasca University and 
the U of C that would house up to 
15,000 students. 

“It was a diffi  cult, complicated 
project with many, many partners 

and elements to it and it just didn’t 
happen,” he said. 

Th e current project is smaller, 
with space for about 500 full and 
part-time students. Weingarten ex-
pects the high level of community 
involvement to bring this number 
up to several thousand people walk-
ing through the space each day. 

“If you look across campus, it’s in-
teresting, almost every program and 
faculty at this university has ways in 
which they engage with the com-
munity,” he said. “Students benefi t 
tremendously from those interac-
tions. Th eir course-work becomes 
real, they understand immediately 
the relevances.”

Th e space will be split between 
students who take all their classes 
there and others who commute be-
tween the downtown and main cam-
puses. 

Programs like continuing educa-
tion and business will remain down-

town permanently, while others like 
nursing, fi ne arts and law will move 
back and forth depending on when 
courses are off ered. 

Th e building will be gutted and 
refurbished by developer North 
West Properties, said vice-president 
capital and planning Bob Ellard. He 
estimated the construction costs for 
NWP to be around $50 million. Th e 

U of C will then equip the space 
with classrooms for between $10 to 
$15 million. Th e building previously 
housed a Calgary Health Region fa-
cility. 

“Th e intent is not to duplicate 
what is on this campus, but more to 
compliment it,” he said. 

Ellard added that the building will 
have a leadership in environmental 

energy and design silver certifi ca-
tion. Silver requires developers to 
recycle waste from construction and 
install energy saving water manage-
ment, lighting and heating facilities. 

In a Calgary Herald article Satur-
day, alderman John Mar said a new 
complex and students would help 
revive the “dodgy” area.

Second-year community rehabili-
tation student Kayla Timmins said 
she wouldn’t want to travel to the 
west side of downtown on her own.

“I’m not really trusting of the 
downtown area unfortunately,” she 
said. “I don’t think I’d feel that safe or 
comfortable [travelling there].”

Th e campus is scheduled to open 
fall 2010. Weingarten thanked the 
provincial government for their sup-
port. 

“Th is is an innovative way to cre-
ate the space for post-secondary in-
stitutes,” he said. “It’s a little unusual, 
but it gets us good space quickly.”

buy in from the faculty ordering 
their books much earlier,” said U of C 
bookstore manager Brent Beatty.

Beatty said the bookstore has 
been communicating with faculty 
for a number of years to get profes-
sors to request early. Th is allows the 
bookstore to fi nd more used books 

and students to sell back their text-
books.

Th e Be Book Smart campaign 
will be continued by acclaimed SU 
VP academic Megan Martin and 
new commissioners taking their 
positions in three months. Martin 
hopes to expand the program aft er 

they have an opportunity to gauge 
its impact. 

“It’s not the type of thing that will 
be eff ective for a couple of months,” 
she said, adding that the SU is insti-
tuting a new culture around text-
books that will require more than 
just bookmarks.

What you can do

$ Buy used. 
$ Find public domain and 
open source texts.
$ Scan or copy 10 per cent 
of a text without breaking 
copyright laws.
$ Use the library reserve.
$ Share a textbook with 
friends.

SU tackles costly textbooks, smartly

Downtown, here we come

The downtown campus will open fall 2010 thanks to a new lease. 
Ali Obad/the Gauntlet
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Beer, sex and . . . bugs?
Nicole Dionne
Gauntlet News

Nestled in the indus-
trial section of south-
east Calgary is a rather 

conspicuous building that looks 
much more like a country house 
than a manufacturing plant or a 
distributor. 

Inside, a group of people get to-
gether  — some are new, but most 
are regulars. 

Th ey meet here almost every 
month on a Wednesday night for an 
educational experience, last week’s 
focused on alcohol, sex and . . . 
bugs.   

Big Rock Brewery turned up 
the heat for the start of the win-
ter semester of Big Rock Uni-
versity by hosting a scintillating 
lecture titled “Sex on Six Legs.” 

To the disappointment of some, 
the climax of the evening was not 
a daring exploration of sexy aero-
batics involving chairs or ménage à 

trois, but rather a look into the fas-
cinating world of insect mating be-
haviour. 

“I wanted a title that would inter-

est people who have little knowl-
edge of insects,” said University of 
Lethbridge  president William Cade 
in an e-mail. “Th e word ‘sex’ usu-
ally grabs interest and the six legs 
is a play on insect morphology of 
course, but lends itself to other in-
terpretations as you know. Th e title 
‘Insect Mating Behaviour’ might 
have been boring to some folks.” 

Cade talked about the evolution-
ary principles of sexual selection 
and explained the basis of male mat-
ing behaviour.

Examples from across the 
crawly kingdom included drag-
on fl ies, preying mantids and 
Cade’s personal area of expertise, 
crickets. 

“Insects are really fascinating in 
their behaviour and beautiful in 
their appearance,” said Cade. “In-
sects own the planet, so to speak, 

Harvey, cont’d 
from page 4

and we are just passing through.”
Founded in 1984 by Ed Mc-

Nally, Big Rock Brewery has been 
craft ing beer and ale locally for 
25 years. 

Th e company has done a lot to 
enrich the university experience 
for students, but not just by selling 
Grasshopper to the Den. 

Th e proceeds of Big Rock Uni-
versity go towards eight Dr. Ed 
McNally Graduate Studies Nursing 
Scholarships available to University 
of Calgary students.

With seating sold out, the evening 
was a huge success and Cade largely 
attributed that to the Big Rock staff .

“Th ey went out of their way 
to make it a good evening,” said 
Cade. “Linda and Ed McNally are 
top notch folks. Th ey are a perfect 
example of Albertans who had a 
dream and did it.”

Look at them sexy ants. 
Geoff MacIntosh/the Gauntlet

initiatives to improve the quality of 
the student experience,” said Ram. 
“Without Quality Money, the GSA 
wouldn’t be able to fund many of 
its basic programs, such as our Ca-
reer and Mentorship program, our 
Ombuds Offi  ce, as well as many of 
the programs off ered to help grad 
students become better teachers and 
researchers.”

U of C Faculty Association presi-
dent Anne Stalker wished Weingar-
ten well in his future endeavours.

“At the same time, we look forward 
to working with the Board of Gover-
nors as they plan for the transition 
to the next president,” she wrote in a 
release.

In Student Legislative Council, 
Students’ Union president Dalmy 
Baez confi rmed that the SU will be 
involved with BOG in selection of 
Weingarten’s successor.

“As mentioned by the chair of BoG, 
the SU will most defi nitely be part 
of choosing a new president,” said 
Baez.

As he prepares to complete his term 
and move on to life outside of the U 
of C, Weingarten expressed gratitude 
for his time at the university.

“I’m incredibly lucky,” said Wein-
garten. “I’m lucky because when I go 
to work and I do things, I have the 
opportunity to work at an institution, 
a university, that I believe is critical to 
the future of the nation and a critical 
part of the fabric of any country. I get 
to work with young people, which 
is actually very neat to do. It keeps 
someone like me young.”
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Sarelle Azuelos
News Editor

Mount Royal College will soon 
face a signage crisis. 

Provincial advanced education 
and technology minister Doug 
Horner is introducing legislation 
this spring which would allow MRC 
and Grant MacEwan College to 
change their names to include ‘uni-
versity.’

Th e proposed Post-Secondary 
Learning Amendment Act would 
let institutions that give out bacca-
laureate degrees to ask the minister 
for a formal name change. 

“Your label should refl ect what 

you are,” said MRC president 
Dr. David Marshall.

Th e college currently off ers 23 
bachelor’s degrees in seven areas 
including science, arts and criminal 
justice. Marshall hopes to expand 
that to 30 majors. In the future, 
there will be 8,500 MRC degree stu-
dents.

“I think it’s a positive move, it 
recognizes the high level of those 
programs at Grant MacEwan and at 
Mount Royal,” said advanced edu-
cation and technology spokesper-
son Rachel Bouska. “I think it will 
allow for more students in those 
programs to go on to graduate pro-
grams at the comprehensive aca-

demic and research institutions.”
Th e name change wouldn’t aff ect 

the institutions’ role as a baccalau-
reate and applied studies institu-
tion, as specifi ed by the province. 
Research  will remain unique to the 
University of Calgary and other Al-
berta universities.

At MRC, 85 per cent of students 
are currently securing a degree of 
some sort  — the others are in cer-
tifi cate or diploma programs. 

“Th is is the fi nal step in a long 
process,” said Marshall, adding that 
the name change will make resumés 
“easier to explain” to employers. 

MRC was the fi rst institution in 
Calgary to off er degrees, he said.

Heidi Stobert
Gauntlet News

Tenured professor loses job over 
teaching practices

University of Ottawa professor 
Dr. Denis Rancourt recently lost his 
job due to questionable teaching 
practices. He was suspended from 
teaching and banned from campus 
for telling his fourth-year physics 
class that they were all getting an 
A+ in Dec. 2008. 

Aft er showing up on campus two 
weeks ago and getting charged with 
trespassing, he was let go. Rancourt 
also received complaints and griev-
ances from the university and staff  
members aft er teaching activism in 
his physics course and encouraging 
student input on course curriculum 
over the past couple years.   

Merciless robots will fi ght future 
wars

Defence researcher at Brookings 
Institution Dr. Peter Singer warned 
that robot technology is progress-
ing to a point where robot armies 
will one day be doing battle in place 
of humans. 

Robots have no emotions and no 
mercy making them more ideal to 
do violent work, which Singer fi nds 
disturbing. He pointed out many 
military superpowers already use 
robots such as attack drones and 
bomb-handlers in battle and that 
nations are continuing to expand 
their robotic technology research. 
Although Singer is not sure when 
robots will completely replace hu-
mans in war, he predicted that U.S.
military units will be half-robot 
by 2015. 

Sixty-year-old Calgary woman 
gives birth to twins

A 60-year-old Calgary wom-
an became a fi rst-time mother 
Feb. 3 aft er giving birth to twin boys 
at Foothills Hospital. Ranjit Hayer 
is believed to be the oldest woman 
to give birth in Canada. 

Th e story has sparked debate as 

to whether Hayer is too old to be 
a mother. She was refused in vitro 
treatment in Canada because her 
age posed a signifi cant threat to the 
health of her and any fetuses. She 
received the treatment in her home-
land of India. 

Despite criticism, both Hayer and 
her husband are ecstatic about the 
birth of their sons.

India wants Pakistan declared a 
terrorist state

India is urging the international 
community to declare Pakistan a 
terrorist state in light of the coun-
try’s release of Abdul Qadeer Khan, 
a nuclear scientist. Khan was placed 
under fi ve years of house arrest aft er 
confessing to selling nuclear secrets 
to Iran, North Korea and Libya 
in 2004. 

Th e Indian government argued 
the lack of punishment proves Pak-
istan is becoming an increased se-
curity threat and fears that nuclear 
technology will become more ac-
cessible to terrorists. 

Expansion of Alberta parks con-
cern environmentalists

Th e Alberta government is plan-
ning to expand and create new pro-
vincial parks. Th e recent population 
increase in Alberta and the demand 
on the parks are the main reasons 
for this plan. 

However, some environmental-
ists are concerned the government 
is focusing too much on the recre-
ational purposes of provincial parks 
and not on the protective function 
they serve. 

Calgary Mountie faces 17 crimi-
nal charges

Constable Hoa La, a Calgary-based 
RCMP offi  cer, is facing 17 criminal 
charges including extortion, harass-
ment, fraud over $5,000 and perjury. 
Th e RCMP began their investigation 
of this unusual case involving pur-
chases of residential properties in 
2006. La will make an appearance at 
a Red Deer court Feb. 24.

MRC name change in the works
Sarelle Azu
News Editor

News for the unnewsedNews for the unnewsed
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The marvels of modern tech-
nology continually break 
down barriers previously 

thought to be absolutes. Many 
challenges have now moved from 
the realm of “can we?” to “should 
we?” Through advances in fertility 
research and in vitro fertilization, 
many would-be parents, whose 
only previous option was adop-
tion, are now able to have children 
of their own (albeit through donor 
eggs or sperm in some cases). Sci-
entifically, the breakthroughs are 
exciting and herald an end to the 
disappointment faced by couples 
unable to conceive.

This past Tuesday, a 60-year-
old woman in Calgary gave birth 
to twins, delivered seven weeks 
premature through an emergency 
caesarean section. She and her 
husband had struggled through 
multiple miscarriages and earlier 
IVF treatments. She was turned 
down for IVF here in Canada due 
to her age and sought treatment 
in her native country of India. At 
60-years-old, the woman is be-
lieved to be the oldest Canadian 
to give birth. The birth of the 
twins and survival of both mother 

and babies are evidence of our 
scientific prowess. Our growing 
ability to overcome our biologi-
cal limitations is nothing short of 
astonishing. However, the social 
and ethical implications of this 
woman’s case are as complex as 
the science that brought the twins 
into the world.

News of the birth made head-
lines across the country and un-
der those headlines debates have 
begun to rage. Anonymous blog-
gers and callers to radio shows 
have called the woman and her 
husband medical tourists and ac-
cused them of being irresponsi-
bly selfish in their desire to have 
children so late in life. Initially I 
too felt their decision was ill con-
ceived (pardon the pun). On the 
surface it does seem unfair that 
people can travel abroad for pro-
cedures or treatments, only to 
return to Canada and have the 
taxpayers pick up the cost of post-
procedural treatment. 

On CBC radio, a Calgary doctor 
raised an interesting point to this 
argument: Canadians currently 
pay for the health care of smok-
ers, who knowingly engage in an 
unhealthly habit. What then is the 
diff erence between paying for the 
care of this woman and her twins 
or a smoker with lung cancer? And 
though you can counter that smok-
ers pay a form of subsidized health 
care through high tobacco taxes, 

what about people who injure 
themselves in high-risk activities, 
such as skiing, skydiving or driv-
ing a motorcycle? Should they too 
be responsible for their own medi-
cal costs? Th e answer simply has to 
be no. It would be very diffi  cult to 
start denying health-care coverage 
to Canadians based on choices such 
as these. A two-tiered health-care 
system would develop overnight to 
care for the risk-taking rich, leav-
ing the less wealthy confi ned to 
lives of few choices and thrills, due 
to fear of injury. How many of you 
would have never snowboarded, 
enjoyed a drink or even eaten red 
meat if doing so held the potential 
of voiding your health-care cover-
age?

The woman and her husband 
chose to have children at an age 
when it may be likely that neither 
parent may live to see their twins 
graduate high school. Does this 
make them irresponsible people? 
Was their desire to have children 
completely selfish with little re-
gard as to how their age would 
affect the lives of their children? 
While I find it hard to imagine be-
ing in my 70s raising young teen-
agers, I do not know how such 
a prospect affects the couple in 
question. And this is precisely the 
point, we do not know this couple. 
We do not know the community 
they live in, the support structure 
they have in friends and family, 

nor the strength of will borne by 
a lifelong desire to raise children. 
What we do know is there are two 
parents, something many children 
do not have these days. Being able 
to travel to India and pay for mul-
tiple IVF treatments is no small 
thing either, suggesting the couple 
has the financial means to care 
for the children properly. Noth-

In our Western culture, we gen-
erally don’t get on too well with 
rats. Th ey’re chubby, furry, unclean 
and vicious. Eastern cultures give 
rats credence as being creative, 
honest, generous and ambitious. 
But down states-side, when you 
see the depiction of a rat standing 
on his hind legs and bearing his 
teeth, you’re not supposed to think 
of any of the above attributes.

Th at growling, standing rodent 

To conceive or not to conceive: 
When age becomes the question

Giant rats once again permitted in New Jersey sky
A strange case of freedom of speech comes to a head

is used by organized labour to 
signify a labour dispute and that’s 
exactly what the International 
Brotherhood of Electrical Work-
ers union local were trying to let 
people know when they fl oated 
up an infl atable three-metre rat in 
New Jersey.

Th e New Jersey police, appar-
ently upset by the menacing image 
of an angry rat in the sky, enforced 
a law that bans banners, stream-
ers and infl atable signs with the 
exception of ones that announce 
grand openings. Th e rat had to 
come down and a labour offi  cial 
was forced to pay a whopping $100 
fi ne along with $33 in court fees.

An appeals court affi  rmed the 

police’s decision and determined 
that the town’s law was content-
neutral and only aimed at en-
hancing aesthetics and protecting 
public health and safety (because 
the balloon rat might spread dis-
ease?).

The labour union was under-
standably upset with the mo-
nopoly that grand opening signs, 
streamers and oversized balloons 
now had on the sky and so the 
case went to the state Supreme 
Court. Justice John E. Wallace 
Jr. determined that, “The town-
ship’s elimination of an entire 
medium of expression without a 
readily available alternative ren-
ders the ordinance overbroad.” 

In other words, they’ve gone too 
far this time. Th e decision was fur-
ther explained when it was stated 
that an ordinance “that prohib-
its a union from displaying a rat 
balloon, while at the same time 
authorizing a similar display as a 
part of a grand opening, is content 
based.”

We tend to have some funny 
dispositions towards free speech 
when it comes to words or im-
ages that we find disagreeable. 
We’ll fight for our freedoms to 
speak our truths and even for 
our neighbor’s freedoms to speak 
their truths. But when there’s 
something that shows up in front 
of our eyes that our mind doesn’t 

like we’re often a little too quick 
to try and silence it for one reason 
or another.

Th ere are a lot of silencing tools 
at our disposal. We can say it’s 
done in the name of “enhancing 
aesthetics” or “protecting public 
health and safety.” At times there’s 
the supposition that if, by saying, 
or showing, something that might 
incite a touch of violence, it’s bet-
ter not to communicate it at all.

Any place a sign goes up or a 
word gets printed, someone has 
to take responsibility and when it 
comes to angry phone calls from 
the public or the exchange of 
blows, no one really wants to deal 
with the headache.

ing outside of personal prejudice 
gives us reason to believe that the 
couple will be bad parents or that 
their age will cause the twins to 
suffer. Surely the family will face 
challenges different than those 
encountered by younger parents, 
as well as many the same. I, for 
one, wish the family all the best in 
facing those challenges.

Elijah Stauth
Crude Dialectics

Kive Ferraro
Gauntlet Opinions
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The “veil of ignorance” is a 
phrase that most of us have 
come to know through the 

writings of contemporary philoso-
pher John Rawls. Recently, it’s be-
come somewhat analogous with the 
modern wedding, fraught with the 
trickery of sneaky vendors, more fi ne 
print than a constitutional amend-
ment and all of the illusory and bo-
gus pomp you could possible imag-
ine — to the power of 10. In fact, I 
suspect that some married couples’ 
commitments scarcely outlast their 
wedding debts.

Corkage fees, decanting fees, cake-
cutting fees, SOCAN (music) fees, 
bartending and gratuity fees all fi g-
ure into the huge sum of money that 
you can expect to see (in some cases, 
only through a magnifying glass) 
in your wedding expenses. My own 

St. Valentine’s Day is coming and 
it’s coming fast. Yeah, yeah, this 
must mean that it is time to truly 

show one’s hate for “corporation-
created, greeting card holidays.” But 
Valentine’s Day, although decently 
rooted in the greeting-card busi-
ness, is so much more than a mon-
ey-making scheme. It gives a defi -
nite date to something one should 
do everyday: show appreciation to 
those close to them.

Th is holiday is mostly thanks to a 

bishop named Valentine who mar-
ried soldiers in secret and left  a note 
to his “beloved” signed “From your 
Valentine.” Said bishop was then ex-
ecuted on Feb. 14. Geoff rey Chau-
cer was fi rst to mention St. Valen-
tine’s Day in his poem Parlement 
of Foules, where he correlated the 
saint’s day to one of romance and 
love. Aft er Chaucer, Shakespeare 

mentioned it in Hamlet. From this, 
the holiday gained popularity and 
Esther Howland took advantage 
of lovers and their purchases and 
started a greeting-card business 
based on it. 

From then on, Valentine’s Day has 
been second only to Christmas for 
the most greeting cards sold in the 
United States (approximately one 

billion, according to the U.S. Greet-
ing Card Association). Th is still 
isn’t a bad thing. With the state of 
the economy as it is right now, one 
billion greeting cards sold seems 
like a whole lot of stimulation right 
when it’s needed. All the grouches 
who hate Valentine’s Day and all it 
stands for are probably just lonely. 

nuptials are scheduled to take place 
in July and it seems as though every-
thing under the sun, from intricate 
fl oral arrangements to weight-loss 
supplements, have successfully le-
gitimized themselves as wedding 
must-haves. 

A few weeks back, Bridal Fantasy, 
a wedding exhibition, hit Calgary 
with more dry ice than a high school 
dance and more crinoline than a 
Victorian wardrobe, legitimizing the 
purchase of every imaginable good 
and fashioning a successful wed-
ding (and even marriage) as primar-
ily contingent upon material con-
ditions. Although I did not attend 
Bridal Fantasy, it was reported by a 
friend of mine (who attended under 
familial coercion) that the corporate 
blurring of tradition into trend has 
driven many women to become bri-
dezillas of the highest order.

I’ve decided to adopt the term 
“party” rather than wedding as part 
of my renegade bride stance against 
the wedding industry. Although 
the focus on bridal appearance is a 
key engine for the propagation of 

the wedding industry, all vendors 
are interested in getting in on the 
money-fest. Some examples of the 
benefi ts of having a “party” rather 
than a “wedding” are manifest in the 
huge price hike in fl owers or clothes 
for weddings, while their identical 
“party” counterparts run for much 
less. We churn out weddings in mass 
quantities, encouraging each one to 
be unique while still aggregating a 
blend of genuine and mock tradi-
tion. I can’t help but think that the 
wedding industry, for its emphasis 
on consumption and commodities, 
can take a seat right beside other 
vilifi ed industries such as fast food, 
wireless technologies and insurance.

Th e proverbial kicker might just 
be the fact that the commoditiza-
tion of marriage begins even prior 
to planning the wedding itself; it all 
starts with the (recent) advent of the 
engagement ring. DeBeers will be 
the fi rst to tell you that a diamond 
is forever and in a world where we 
can scarcely churn out a majority 
of successful marriages, a diamond 
can outlast 50 per cent of marital 

“forevers.” In fact, the notion of the 
dual rings (engagement ring and 
wedding band) is a modern phe-
nomenon, and as to men’s rings, ac-
cording to sociologist Vicki How-
ard, “Th e groom’s ring only became 
‘tradition’ in the United States when 
weddings, marriage and ‘masculine 
domesticity’ became synonymous 
with prosperity, capitalism and 
national stability.” And suddenly, 
fl ashing back to the Simpsons epi-
sode where Homer proposes to 

Marge with an onion ring, I am 
gravitating toward the enjoyment of 
an onion ring (meaningful symbol-
ism notwithstanding) over the price 
tag of a wedding ring.

Although discussions of wed-
ding commoditization are largely 
gender-based, I’m starting to think 
that the best argument for keeping 
my own name — which I likely 
will — is that it’s free. I’ll toast to 
that — once I’ve scanned the con-
tract for toasting fees.

I do, Inc.

Saint Valentine’s charm

The corporatization of marriage

Laura Bardsley
2 Legit 2 Quit

Jaya Dixit
Gauntlet Opinions

see valentine’s, page 13
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Last week I fi nished by point-
ing out the diff erence be-
tween a scientifi c truth and 

a political (social, cultural) ought. 
Many people, including some 
well-known scientists, have con-
fused this issue. Science is not in 
the business of telling us how we 
should live; rather, it describes the 
world and defi nes the implications 
of philosophical ideas. Darwin-
ian theory is frequently attacked 
on mistaken grounds, so it is im-

portant to look at the eff ects of the 
misunderstandings and why they 
are wrong.

Many people hold the view that 
nature is a good thing and that 
whatever comes from nature has 
value. It could have been called the 
Ben Harper Fallacy, but the phi-
losopher Hume seems to have got 
there fi rst. We should, says Harper, 
smoke marijuana because it’s from 
the Earth, “and what’s from the 
Earth is of the greatest worth.” In 
fact, there are a great many things 
that come from the Earth that are 
bad for us. Harper may be right 
and we should all smoke pot, or at 
least decriminalize it, but not for 
the reasons he gives in his treatise, 
“Burn One Down.”

Another example of confusing 
descriptions with prescriptions is 
the work of biologist E. O. Wilson. 
When Wilson published his work 
Sociobiology in 1975, he was at-
tempting to show that some behav-
iours have a genetic component and 
therefore can be inherited, leading 
to adaptation through natural se-
lection. It was the last chapter on 
humans that sparked controversy. 
Some scholars, the most famous 
being Steven J. Gould, felt that the 
political implications of the theory, 
should it be true, were too disturb-
ing. He invoked Nazism and eu-
genics in his attack.

Was Gould mistaken? If a politi-
cian ran for offi  ce saying she would 
begin by instituting sociobiology 
(as well as eugenics, and thought 
Hitler had been misunderstood), 
then we would have cause for con-
cern. It doesn’t follow that because 
something is true in nature we 
should elect people to make it a so-
cial reality.

Genetic variation does exist 
among populations — I am lac-
tose intolerant, which is common 

in about 15 per 
cent of those from 
Scandinavian de-
scent, whereas 
around 90 per 
cent of the African 
Bantu can’t digest 
milk products. 
Th is fact is not 
problematic for 
most people. However, what if 90 
per cent of Bantu were stronger, 
faster and smarter than everyone 
else in the world? Would that be 
justifi cation for them to kill or en-
slave everyone else? Certainly not. 
Th ey may dominate the Olympics, 
win more Nobel prizes and have 
more chess grandmasters, but that 
would be all.

 Much opposition to Darwinian 
theory stems from its implications. 
If you were brought up thinking 
you were designed (with a plan!), 
and even the hairs on your head are 
numbered, it is a shocking realiza-
tion that you really aren’t the centre 
of the universe. But people mistake 
it for an alternative philosophical 
model to their past view. We have 

to let the fi ttest survive? We must 
live “red in tooth and claw?” We 
won’t get the most grandmasters? 
No, no and possibly.

Science done right has no po-
litical agenda and every scientist 
knows exactly what it would take 
to change his mind on any is-
sue: evidence to the contrary of 
the current view. Evolution is as 
substantiated as gravity. Th e only 
people making concerted attempts 
to disprove it are those with a faith 
to uphold, which requires no evi-
dence and can never be changed. 
Th e rest of the world has fi gured 
out that, although it is just a the-
ory, it is one that works whenever 
it is tested and therefore has neces-
sitated no revision.

Eric Mathison
Fighting Words

Darwin part deux
An exposition of why natural is not necessarily good
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Setting The Record Straight

www.su.ucalgary.ca

With all the media buzz 
and public commentary 
about the Campus Pro-

Life Club in the past few months, 
it’s hard to get a clear picture of  the 
issue at hand. The SU would like to 
set the record straight in regards to 
its role in the current issue. 

In late 2008, the Campus Pro-
Life Club decided to hold a display 
on the lawn east of  the MacEwan 
Student Centre, an area under the 

jurisdiction of  the University of  
Calgary. The University approved 
this location. The U of  C also 
outlined certain limitations including 
turning billboards inward, so people 
could choose whether they wanted 
to view the images.  

When the SU was informed of  the 
University’s limitations, we issued a 
letter to Campus Pro-Life approving 
their application to hold a display. 
However, we also stipulated that this 
permission did not absolve the club 
from following any of  the rules or 
limitations imposed on this event by 
the venue provider, in this case the 
University. 

After the event was held the SU 
learned the club had intentionally 
violated the limitations set out by the 
university. 

The SU has measures in place in 
the event any Club violates University 
regulations including penalties and 
possible de-sanctioning. The Pro-
Life Club is no exception.

While some recent media coverage 
and stakeholder comments would 
have one believe this issue and 
subsequent SU actions is more about 
subject matter rather than a violation 
of  regulations – this is not the case. 

The SU has supported the Campus 
Pro-Life Club for over ten years in its 

public awareness efforts. However, 
as with all SU sanctioned clubs, the 
SU does not tolerate any Club that 
violates university regulations. 

The SU has utilized the appropriate 
measures we have in place when 
regulations have been violated and 
as such, stands by its decision to 
hold the Campus Pro-Life Club 
accountable for its actions. 

Alex Judd
VP Operations 
and Finance

The SU View is provided by the Students’ Union and printed without Gauntlet editorial revision.



children. Th ere is no reason why 
young adults in the spotlight have 
to be slapped with the label of role 
model and be forced to live their 
lives accordingly. 

Phelps has become a household 
name with millions in the bank 
after many years of hard work and 
sacrifices, so of course he is go-
ing to party. It was only weed. It 
wasn’t cocaine or crystal meth, he 
didn’t kill anyone and it is doubt-
ful he is a chronic user. He prob-
ably got shitfaced at a party, was 
offered a hit and accepted, no big 
deal. The man won eight gold 
medals, so are people really going 
to let something as minuscule as 
this overshadow that accomplish-
ment?

How many 23-year-olds does 
anyone know who have started a 
foundation of any sort? Aft er win-
ning big in Beijing, Phelps started a 
charitable foundation to help kids 
learn to swim. If he has already 
given back much more than his 
peers, then why is what he does in 

his personal life a big deal?
Th e Sheriff  of Richland County, 

South Carolina, where the incident 
took place, says he will press char-
ges if he can prove Phelps smoked 
the marijuana in his jurisdiction. 
Kellogg’s will not renew the con-
tract they held with Phelps, be-
cause the incident confl icts with 
their image. Also, USA swimming 
withdrew its funding to Phelps and 
banned him from competition for 
three months. He is not getting 
away with it without a slap on the 
wrist; he is facing more punish-
ment than most have.

So, within fi ve years Phelps has 
either just slipped up or was dumb 
enough to get caught doing some-
thing illegal, not once, but twice. 
If you have people investing a lot 
of money into you, you should 
probably make sure you are party-
ing with people you can trust not 
to sell you out to the tabloids. He 
says that these incidents were big 
mistakes and he has learned his 
lesson, so now everyone should go 
get their own bong out, take a big 
hit and relax.
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Savannah Hall
Gauntlet Opinions

Last year was Michael Phelps’ 
year. Phelps won eight gold 
medals in the 2008 Olympic 

summer games resulting in over 
$50 million in endorsement deals 
for the 23-year-old from such com-
panies as Subway and Kellogg’s. But 
one month into 2009, pictures of 
the Olympic hero smoking mari-

juana from a bong surfaced, caus-
ing an uproar.

Back in 2004, at the age of 
19, Phelps was caught driving 
under the infl uence and faced an 
18-month probation. Now, many 

feel that Phelps should be dropped 
from endorsement deals because 
he is a role model and has been 
caught, again, doing something il-
legal. 

Th e fi rst incident is a good indi-
cation that this guy should not be a 
role model for your kids. He is an 
athlete, not a church group leader. 
He trained his ass off  for one thing 
— to win, not to help raise your 

Hits from da bong
Phelps goes a little insane in the membrane
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Anyone who has received a cheesy 
valentine card has always taken it 
with a grin on their face and en-
joyed it. Even the creepy ones show 
aff ection — something which no 
human being can hate.

Also, who doesn’t love candy 
handouts? Valentine’s Day is like a 
happy-go-lucky Halloween, with 
slightly more sex. Not only is the 
candy awesome on Valentine’s Day, 
but when it goes on sale the next day, 
it really is like Christmas has come 
all over again for candy lovers.

One cannot really claim to hate 
Valentine’s Day without sounding 
like a bitter jackass. To hate the one 
day where it is widely promoted to 
show aff ection to those around you 

doesn’t really make any sense. Th is 
is a practice that should be promot-
ed as a daily ritual, not just one day 
every year. One does not need to go 
all out — displays of aff ection don’t 
need a price tag. Not everyone likes 
chocolates, nor fl owers. Homemade 
valentines or the cheesiest ones 
possible are the best bet, because 
everyone loves a bad pun in a cute 
format.

So yes, Valentine’s Day was 
snapped up early on by commer-
cialization — the candy and greet-
ing card sales ring in enough to 
make anyone’s mouth drool — but 
the message behind it is still the 
same: “I appreciate you and I want 
you to know that.”

ment that wind power can only fi ll a 
small portion of our energy require-
ments, only producing power while 
the wind blows. Using a variety of 
power management tools, Spain 
oft en provides over 20 per cent of 
their country’s electricity with wind; 
on one day last March, they reached 
40.8 per cent.

Energy conservation, energy effi  -
ciency and increased use of renew-

able energy can slow the pace of 
global warming, improve air qual-
ity, stabilize and secure our energy 
supply as well as our economy and 
provide long term jobs. With Al-
berta receiving far more wind and 
sun energy than Germany, we have 
no excuse for continuing with busi-
ness as usual.

Roger L. Gagne

Letter, continued from page 3

Valentine’s, continued from 
page 9
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Valentine’s Day is coming, stop hating 
it and embrace love for a day. If you 
do love something, like TLFs, please 
bring your TLF submission to MSC 319 
or send it to tlfs@thegauntet.ca. All 

submissions must include your name,  
phone number, ID number and signa-
ture. Submissions judged to be sexist, 
racist, homophobic or attacks of a per-
sonal nature will not be permitted. 

Hey fl ower girl I have your foot. Come 
to the market to get it.

– Fishguy

“You have to revamp your whole way 
of thinking, so that you truly don’t think 
from the standpoint of the state and 
the culture, but from what people need 
and suffer from. Then you arrange so-
cial institutions accodingly.”

– Illusions

It takes a real douche to run an unreg-
istered campaign. 

– be fucking democratic!

Niku ga suki desu. Totemo niku ga 
daisuki desu.

The medium is the message. Especial-
ly TV, which puts you in a trance and 
fi lls you with *@#/! Please, go read a 
book.

– Illusions

To the 2 d-bags in FNCE 317 MW @ 
2:00, SHUT UP!! We get it, you’re 
smart, you think FNCE is easy, that’s 
fantastic. However your comments are 
neither witty nor funny now shut it. 
Also, maybe you are unaware but you 
are both nerds so stop talking about 
the good-looking girls in class it makes 
me want to punch you.         

 – love from extremely irritated girl

HAWKSLEY WORKMAN tickets! Feb. 
28 in Mac Hall.  4 tickets available at 
$37 each. e-mail thegoats@shaw.ca

Why all the violence in Cal-
gary? Come fi nd out @ Stop The 
Beef! Monday February 23, 3PM 
CISSA (MSC275). Register by 
e-mailing ccc@ucalgary.ca!

7th year male needs a date for Satur-
day... I know it’s short notice... but I 
don’t want to be all alone when I know 
I could be having some fun! E-mail  
desesperado88@hotmail.com

(Two girls sitting in the loft reading 
Cosmopolitan) Girl 1: I always read 
the dirtiest chapters, you know, where 
they come up with 26 ways to say 
“pulsing member.” Girl 2: Yeah, those 
get me really hot, but I don’t think we 
should read it in public. (Girls continue 
to read about how an uptight secretary 
fi nally let her hair down behind one of 
the bookshelves). Apparently we aren’t 
the only ones who have our minds in 
the gutter.
– The Girls Who Talk About Fellatio in 

Public

The only fl exibility I have is moral fl ex-
ibility.

– not Ryan

“Well go away because you’re only go-
ing to lie to me/say I look OK but I’m 
really quite frightening”

– www.ChrisGheran.com

For sale, Apple iBook running Pan-
ther (OS X 10.3). 1.33GHz G4, 
768MB of RAM, 60GB hard drive, 
14” screen, wireless networking. CD 
drive broken. Original packaging, 
manual and discs. Notebook sleeve 
and 2-button USB mouse included. 
$200 OBO as is, where is. E-mail 
production@thegauntlet.ca

Escape the cold, Surf the coasts of 
Pangaea over reading week!  

– KD3

U R A Qt3.141592653589793...

13 hours of sleep over 3 nights, and 
in the end I’m too caffeinated to fall 
asleep...bah!

– Picto

To the attention-starved drama queen 
with the crutches who shows up late 
for ENME 599 every day: we’re all cry-
ing you rivers here, but your injury isn’t 
an excuse to be consistently late.

Class super boring? No pretty girls/
boys to day dream about? Well why 
don’t you doodle, sketch, or draw on 
your notes, paper or the doodle cards
around campus to have it displayed for 
everyone to see! Entry drop boxes @
the Gauntlet HQ (MSC 319), Art build-
ing or KNES student society room.
www.redbull.ca/doodleart

Did you lose your camera at 
the start of January? Email 
foundyourcamerauofc@gmail.com 
and describe it.

We didn’t sign on to be cen-
sored by the university, so sign 
the petition for Free Speech at 
http://www.gopetition.com/petitions
/free-speech-university-of-calgary.html
instead.

– Very Unamused

Vote Kat Lord for VP Events! She really 
is an event.

Calgary Canada Twestival 2009. 12 
February 2009, 19:00, The Auburn 
Saloon, 163-115 9 Avenue SE, Who 
doesn’t like tweeting with beer? Spin-
Vox are one of a couple services in the 
world that offer voice to text for cel-
lular phones. They’re giving away 100 
free accounts! Come!
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T
he University of Calgary is at 
the centre of a perfect storm of 
political apathy. Every member 
of Parliament from Calgary is 
a Conservative. Same goes for 

the majority of the Alberta legislature. Th e 
mayor’s offi  ce changes occupants only when 
the incumbent decides to retire and changes 
in aldermen tend to have little eff ect. Student 
government has been trying to combat tu-
ition hikes for years with no success.

Th e overall outcome of these trends isn’t 
surprising. Voter turnout for the most recent 
federal election was the lowest in history at 
59 per cent, with only 53 per cent of eligible 
Calgarians casting ballots. Th at said, Calgar-
ians are far more likely to vote in a national 
election than any other: last year’s provincial 
election had a dismal 41 per cent turnout and 
on the municipal front only 22 per cent of vot-
ers showed up to the polls. Students’ Union 
elections have even more dismal engagement 
numbers. In recent years, average turnout is 
in the teens.

Researchers are saying that low voter en-
gagement is not a new phenomenon. In fact, 
turnout has been dropping in Canada, Japan, 
the United Kingdom, the United States and 
France. A 2003 joint study conducted by Car-
leton University, the University of Toronto 
and Elections Canada found that only 22 per 
cent of 18–20 year olds voted in the 2000 fed-
eral election. Th e study found that electoral 
participation numbers dropped consistently 

as the age group grew younger. In fact, the 
single most eff ective determinant for whether 
a person voted was their age. More troubling, 
the study found that successive generations of 
voters were less likely to vote than their once-
young counterparts were when in the young-
est age bracket.

“If in the past young people were less likely 
to become involved in community and na-
tional politics than their 30- and 40-year-old 
counterparts, today they are much less likely 
to be involved, so the gap between younger 
people and their older counterparts has 

grown,” says Dr. Keith Archer, a U of C pro-
fessor and expert on electoral politics.

Why aren’t we voting?
Archer notes that the demographic trend 

could be due to modern living conditions. Pro-
spective voters in the 18-to-25-year-old range 
oft en live away from their home constituency 
or travel for work or school, so they don’t es-
tablish the same ties to their community that 
older voters with kids or mortgages have.

“For those reasons of greater mobility and 

less rootedness within the community, it’s 
long been the case that younger people are 
less likely to be engaged in politics,” says Ar-
cher. “Yet, what we’ve seen in the last genera-
tion is really a major generational shift  down-
ward in the amount of engagement we see 
from young people.”

Ilona Dougherty, executive director of 
the Montreal-based group Apathy is Bor-
ing, believes that the decline in youth vot-
ing doesn’t necessarily mean they’re not 
engaged. A 2004 McGill University study 
noted that while voting has declined, vol-

unteerism has remained strong among Ca-
nadian youth.

“It’s not that young people aren’t engaged 
in their communities,” says Dougherty. “It’s 
that they’re not connected to the sort of tradi-
tional institutions where decision-making is 
happening. A lot of us are involved in projects 
on the ground, grassroots stuff , but not see-
ing the relevance of why it’s important to get 
involved in politics.”

Teang Tang of Calgary-based Y Vote ex-
plains there are many reasons why young 

people are not voting, from lack of clear po-
litical information to antiquated and incon-
venient poll locations.

“Our voting system was designed by our 
grandparents,” says Tang. “It hasn’t changed 
with the times. For example, in the ’60s, if you 
were a young person, 20 or 30, you were usu-
ally married and had two kids. People who 
are married and have two kids are usually go-
ing to schools to vote or churches to vote.”

With recent generations getting married 
later in life and an increasing reliance on pub-
lic transit in light of soaring gas prices, Tang 
says that the old polling locations aren’t nearly 
as convenient now as they used to be. 

Dougherty adds that political information 
isn’t nearly as accessible as it should be.

“It’s not that there are too many parties, but 
that the information is not presented in an ac-
cessible way,” says Dougherty. “It’s not made 
relevant to our lives. It’s really hard right now 
when we go to any of the parties’ websites to 
understand how that aff ects you as a young 
person.”

Would changing our electoral system solve 
the problem?

Canada’s electoral system is commonly cit-
ed reason for low voter turnout. Th e current 
single member plurality system, nicknamed 
“fi rst-past-the-post,” has been lauded for its 
sheer simplicity, but criticized for distorting 
results. For instance, the Green Party secured 

Why the kids don’t vote
Here’s a hint, it’s not apathy

Our voting system was designed 
by our grandparents. It hasn’t 

changed with the times.

continued on page 16

by Ryan Pike
photos by Geoff MacIntosh
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no seats despite having 6.8 per 
cent of votes, while the Conserva-
tives garnered just under half of 
the seats in Parliament with just 
over a third of voters.

On a local scale, the Green 
Party tends to fi eld younger can-
didates and focuses more on is-
sues important to youth, such as 
the environment, than any other 
party. Yet despite recent strong, 
and growing, showings in Calgary 
ridings — they fi nished ahead of 
many Liberal and New Democrat 
candidates — the Greens appear 
no closer to a breakthrough than 
they were years ago. Archer sug-
gests that frustration on the part 
of some young voters could con-
tribute to their dwindling engage-
ment.

“It’s for people that are voting 

for the opposition parties and 
fi nding over a number of elections, 
‘Th ere’s not really a chance for my 
candidate to win under the cur-
rent system so why should I turn 
out to vote?’ ” Archer says. “Th at’s 

one of the diffi  culties within our 
electoral system, particularly if 
people fi nd themselves support-
ing what are usually described as 
minor parties — parties that don’t 
really have a realistic chance of 

winning a constituency contest.”
However, there are two lingering 

questions: would changing the elec-
toral system solve the voter turnout 
problem, and if so, do Canadians 
even want the system to change? 

Germany has utilized a mixed pro-
portional system in its parliament 
since 1949, electing roughly half of 
the 598 members of the Bunden-
stag proportionately, but has seen 
the same erosion of its electorate 

that other Western countries have. 
New Zealand began using a mixed 
proportional system in 1996, voters 
choose a local candidate as well as a 
party to ensure proportionality, but 
has seen a similar drop in partici-
pation – from 88 per cent in 1996 
to 79 per cent in last year’s general 
election.

But, while the 2003 study 
showed that a signifi cant propor-
tion of respondents, 71 per cent, 
categorized themselves as “very” 
or “somewhat supportive” of a 
switch to proportional representa-
tion, the electoral system was not 
the top reason identifi ed by young 
people for not voting. Th e most 
common reasons given by those 
under 25 for not voting were that 
they felt distanced from politics by 
their age, they were uninterested 

in the process and that political in-
formation was not readily available 
to them.

What can be done?
“We need to fi nd ways to help our 

democracy evolve,” says Dougherty. 
“I think that’s important and I think 
that’s a way of engaging people. It’s, 
‘Okay, how would you like this sys-
tem to work if it’s not working for 
you?’ But I think it goes beyond 
that. Th ere’s a bunch of diff erent 
things that need to change and we 
need to look into how to make the 
system function again.”

Barring a large-scale change, the 
prime movers behind disseminat-
ing political information will likely 
be the parties themselves. Th e in-
herent bias with relying upon the 
parties for platform information 
places a renewed impetus on agen-
cies like Elections Canada and the 
news media to provide prospective 
voters with each party’s positions.

“If politicians were to address 
those barriers, I think they would 
see more youth turnout — making 
the Elections Canada website easy 
to navigate; helping us understand 
what each party stands for,” says 
Tang. “Ideally you want to be able 
to type in a topic, let’s say global 
warming, and you want to know 
immediately what each party’s plat-
form stands for without getting a 
biased opinion.”

Archer notes that while fi nal sta-
tistics are not yet available, there is a 
strong suspicion in the political sci-
ence community that voter turnout 
in the United States election saw a 
surge largely due to young voters. 
He feels that the reason for the suc-
cess of the Barack Obama presiden-
tial campaign wasn’t just their utili-

zation of technology, but that they 
eff ectively courted and mobilized 
young voters with a candidate and 
platform that energized them.

“I think it’s fair to say that if you 
look at the recent Alberta election 
from last spring, neither of the ma-
jor parties had a candidate that re-
ally was appealing to the sentiments 
of younger people that sort of turn 
them onto politics,” notes Archer. 
“When we fi nd that 41 per cent of 
Albertans show up at the polls, may-
be that’s partly connected to them 
not being inspired to turn out.”

Th e role of the education system 
in infl uencing youth engagement is 
key. A 1996–97 study conducted by 
political science professor Andre 
Blais examining the electorate of 
nine countries concluded that the 
two largest determinants of voting 
were education and age. A 2006 
University of Sydney study found 
that roughly half of 5,000 Austra-
lian high schoolers polled felt they 
lacked enough knowledge to under-
stand political parties, but also iden-
tifi ed teachers, parents and the me-
dia as the most infl uential groups in 
terms of providing that knowledge. 
Th e 2003 Elections Canada study 
concluded that increased attention 
to civics education in schools would 
be eff ective in interesting young 
people in the political process.

Th e chicken and the egg dilemma
Th e ability to solve youth apathy 

seems to be in the hands of political 
parties or governments, both oft en 
having an obvious partisan agenda. 
Dougherty says that political par-
ties are still unsure about how to 
approach youth voters.

“Young people are not a group 
that these political parties are ca-

tering to because our vote doesn’t 
matter because we don’t vote,” says 
Dougherty. “So, you know, they 
don’t want young people to start 
voting because they don’t know how 
they’re going to vote. So, in a way, it’s 
one of these funny catch-22s where 
we need to get involved for them to 
want to present that information in 
a way that is relevant to us.”

In the meantime, it may fall upon 

the media and activist groups al-
ready involved in politics to get 
more people engaged in the pro-
cess. Groups like Y Vote and Apa-
thy is Boring are actively engaged 
in getting young adults involved in 
politics, while Canada’s mainstream 
media is increasingly becoming 
involved with Twitter feeds and 
blogs, joining an already thriving 
alternative media base. Th e increas-

ing wealth of political information 
available to web-savvy young Ca-
nadians may hold the key to more 
engagement at the polls.

Nevertheless, Canadians under 25 
years of age remain the least politi-
cally active group in the country. Un-
til youth are mobilized at the polls, it 
seems unlikely that the parties will 
deem them important enough to ca-
ter to in any meaningful fashion.

Despite the national 
trend towards political 
disengagement, not all 

student elections are dull af-
fairs with low voter turnout. St. 
Francis Xavier University  in 
Antigonish boasted a 60.4 per 
cent voter turnout in this week’s 
general election. 

Th eir secret? In an inter-
view with the Xaverian Weekly, 
chief electoral offi  cer Michael 
MacIsaac mentioned a focus by 
the St. FX Students’ Union on 
promotion, including multiple 
candidate debates and an elec-
tion blog run on the SU website.

On our own campus, the Stu-
dents’ Union has utilized a two-
pronged approach. Not only are 
they attempting to raise aware-
ness about the importance of vot-
ing, but of becoming a candidate.

“I always feel that the more 
candidates you have, the higher 
votes are going to be,” says Uni-
versity of Calgary SU president 
Dalmy Baez. “Mostly because 
those candidates will have their 
own fan-base within the student 
population. So this year we real-
ly tried to throw out a campaign 
before elections, not so much 
about voting, but actually run-
ning in the elections.” 

Recently, St. FX’s sky-high 
turnout prompted a challenge 
by the Student Federation of the 
University of Ottawa to its mem-
bers to top their eastern coun-
terpart. Th e St. FX SU stepped 
up in response, resulting in the 
phenomenal turnout.

Until youth are mobilized at the 
polls, it seems unlikely that the parties 
will deem them important enough to 
cater to in any meaningful fashion.

A success 
story
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The middle of February is generally a 
time devoted to love and aff ection. Th at 
is, unless you’re a student at the Uni-

versity of Calgary and have to suff er through 
the annual Students’ Union election campaign. 
In the spirit of the season, the Gauntlet’s Aca-
demic Probation section has collected the three 
biggest assholes in the offi  ce to tear apart the 
hard work of others for their own amusement.

Th e Judges:  Jordyn Marcellus, Ryan Pike 
and Jon Roe

[1] Lance Stewart
Ryan: Th is guy must be a narcissist, look at 

how many ‘I’s are over the page! 
Jon: I believe that no one is going to do that 

much reading .
Ryan: I believe the Obama two-tone just 

made my eyes vomit. 
Jordyn:  He’s totally missing the most im-

portant ‘I’: “Ingratiating himself to admin for 
a reference letter.”
[2] Ola Mohajer

Jon: I have no idea what to think of 
Ola’s campaign. She has 6,000 ideas and 
they’re all lazy. It’s as if she rolled out of 
bed the day before the deadline and went 
“Uh, I guess Obama won. Let’s do that.”

Ryan: Change? Really? How will she change 
anything as an academic commissioner? 

Jon: Judging by their posters, commission-
ers are lucky if they can change a light bulb.
[3] Charlotte Kingston

Jordyn: Apparently the presidential skill 
set does not require you to make sure your 
head is centred in your headshot. 

Jon: Her poster looks like something you’d 
hang at a funeral.

Ryan: Who has an epitaph that reads “envi-
ronmental responsibility, community, leader-
ship?”

Jordyn: Th e ’60s. 
Ryan: Th at explains her other posters. “Her 

grass is greener?”
Jon: Where can we buy some?

[4] Yisha Pang
Jon: First time I saw this poster I had no 

fucking clue what her name was. 
Jordyn: Ninety per cent of the vote is peo-

ple recognizing your name. You have failed 
your fi rst test, Haskayne Rep.

Ryan: With Haskayne churning out stu-
dents like this, no wonder the economic fu-
ture looks bleak.
[5] Teale Phelps Bondaroff 

Jon: He didn’t put up any posters for a long 

time. I was worrying that he wasn’t “the real 
deal” anymore. 

Jordyn: He obviously doesn’t have enough 
experience to spell Board of Governors right 
— maybe three more years as social sciences 
faculty rep will fi x that.

Jon: Way to go Teale. You can obviously tell 
that he’s getting lazy: this is the same photo 
from his NDP election campaign. 

Ryan: Just like his provincial and federal 
campaigns, this one was doomed to failure 
before he even started. 

Jon: At least he won’t fi nish last — his other 
competitor, John Evans, dropped out. 
[6] Sam Singla

Jon: I know what part of the body the taint 
is, but I’m scared to fi nd out what the gaint 
is.

Ryan: He obviously has a spelling handi-
cap. Why can’t our academic commissioners 
spell?

Jordyn: Is our academic commissioners 
learning? 
[7] Chris McMillan

Jon: Kudos to the idea. I found this in the 
washroom and I sure would try to piss away 
this poster if I could arc it that way. 

Jordyn: Well, running for president is just 

like Master Debaters — you’re yelling at two 
people who just don’t give a shit.

Ryan: What’s Master Debaters?
Jordyn: Exactly.
Jon: I guess being the president of debate 

club doesn’t prepare you to do anything 
worthwhile. 
[8] Alyssa Stacy 

Jon: Someone who’s clinically depressed 
shouldn’t be an op-fi  commissioner. Espe-
cially with the recession.

Ryan: Th e reason she looks so forlorn is be-
cause she’s psychic. She’s seen the future and 
it’s worse.

Jordyn: I really hope she isn’t actually clini-
cally depressed. Or psychic. 

Jon: Whatever it is, all the red ink on the 
SU fi nancial statements won’t make her any 
happier.
[9] Nikita Schaloske

Jon: Dude, look at the slogan on her shirt: 
Nikita — for girls who like to ride.

Jordyn: It’s a gutsy move to out yourself 
like that.

Jon: She looks awfully excited to wear a 
shirt with her own name on it.

Ryan: NIIIIIIKITAAAAAAA!

2009 Gauntlet Election SWAT

see SWAT, page 20
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[10] Luke Valentine
Jordyn: Luke Valentine — be-

cause it couldn’t possibly get any 
worse.

Ryan: How about a second term?
Jon: Oooooh. Tough crowd. 

[11] Christian Louden
Jon: He looks awfully dignifi ed 

for a man who once shit in a gar-
bage can. 

Ryan: Th e smell still lingers. It’s 
been a year-and-a-half. 

Jordyn: He’s your problem now, 
SU! 
[12] Dan Pagan

Ryan: Speaking of the SU’s prob-
lem...

Jon: If you’re going to directly 
steal from something, get it right.

Jordyn: I can make a poster and 
so can’t you too!

Jon: And also, you as well. 
Ryan: And additionally, you also.
Jon: Man, that’s harsh. It’s a good 

thing he won’t hear any of this.
Ryan: Jon, we’re actually printing 

this.
Jon: What? 

[13] NUTV Levy Campaign
Jon: I don’t think students really 

love campus community television 
— didn’t they vote “no” last time?

Ryan: It’s one macaroni smiley 
face from being an elementary stu-
dent’s Valentine’s Day card.

Jordyn: Well, obviously elemen-
tary students love NUTV.

Jon: Guys, seriously. We get it, 

you’re not clever. We know that 
NUTV actually stands for new TVs. 
We’re not going to pick up the tab 
for your plasma screen, Tinu.
[14] Kat Lord

Jon: I’ve been to parties with Kat 
Lord — everyone’s expression tells 
the story. She’s not an event. 

Ryan: It looks like no one is hav-
ing fun. Way to go Kat. 

Jordyn: Guys, let’s be fair here. 
Kat is an event — a party apoca-
lypse. She is the end-bringer of fun. 

Jon: If party death had a costume, 
it would be Kat Lord’s wardrobe.

Ryan: Who even plays Monopoly 
or Twister anymore? 

Jon: Where is the penis safari 
board game? We miss that.

VARSITY PHARMACY

   Erica Morningstar was a record- 
breaking machine at the Canada West 
Swimming Championships in Victoria, 
leading the Dinos to the conference title. 
The 2008 Beijing Olympian brought home 
six gold medals and six Canada West 
records, along with one silver medal. She 
and the Dinos go for their first-ever CIS 
women’s title Feb. 19-21 in Vancouver.

   Calgary native David Woodman was 
named the Canada West rookie of the 
year after helping the Dinos to their 
third straight conference title. In his 
first varsity competition, David picked 
up bronze medals in the 100- and 
200-metre freestyle events and swam in 
the Dinos’ gold medal-winning 400- and 
800-metre relays.

swat, cont’d from pg 19
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Chris ‘Doc’ Pedersen
Sports Editor

Grant MacEwan has fl ashier 
jerseys and socks that 
are modern, streamlined 

and flashy, but everyone knows 
that the aesthetics of a team only 
carry it so far. Th e Dinos women’s 
hockey jerseys, on the other hand, 
have not received the upgrade that is 
deserved, but there is little upgrade 
needed for their skills. 

On an exciting Friday night at the 
Olympic Oval, the Dinos did what 
was expected and defeated the Grant 
MacEwan Griffi  ns 2–1. Th e Dinos 
followed up the win with a 2–1 vic-
tory in the rematch in Edmonton 
on Saturday.

Th e Dinos controlled the score-
board for 59 minutes on Friday, only 
allowing one late goal.

“Although we had some ups and 
downs, in the end, we pulled it off ,” 
said Dinos forward Shelby Davey.

Th roughout the last several years, the 
Dinos have faced a tough test in the 
Griffi  ns, who step up their play when 
visiting the Oval. 

 “I’m not too sure about in the past, 
but I feel we have been able to handle 
them this year,” said Davey. “I don’t 
see any challenge with them.” 

Defenceman Danielle Braaten 
also expressed her feelings regard-
ing the Griffins and the Dinos 
inconsistencies.

 “Th e thing is, we have been off  our 
game since Christmas,” said Braaten. 
“We have been really inconsistent 
and I guess every team has been a 
struggle so far. We play a good fi rst 
period and then shit the bed in the 
second period.”

The goal lights did not flash 
often on Friday, but both teams 
had numerous scoring chances. 
Goalies Katie Urness of the Dinos 
and Alycia Monahan of the Griffi  ns 
made tremendous saves, keeping the 
game tight.

 In the first period, the Dinos 
missed a big opportunity to 
score, as Monahan was lying on 
the ground in the crease after 
making a save, and the puck was 
shot towards the gaping net. It hit 
a defenceman at the last minute, 
saving an almost sure goal for 
the Dinos. The Dinos outshot the 

Griffins 9–4 and the teams went to 
the locker rooms tied at zero.

Th e board-shaking hits happened 
early in the second when Dinos for-
ward Erin Davidson drove behind 
the Griffi  ns net, 
where she was 
checked, head 
first, into the 
boards. Davidson 
would be fi ne and 
she immediately 
jumped up and 
continued play. 
Th at hit sparked 
the Dinos 
momentarily, 
and on a four-on-three powerplay, 
Shannon Davidson got revenge, put-
ting the puck through Monahan’s 
five-hole for the first goal of the 
game. The goal provided some 
relief for the Dinos, who looked 
overwhelmed at the end of the 
period.

“Th e fi rst two periods were pretty 
shaky,” said Braaten. “It kind of got 

scary, but we pulled it off  again, another 
W, and that’s all you can ask for.”

Th e game turned interesting in the 
third as the teams battled hard, barely 
giving an inch. Th e Dinos took the fi rst 

chance, but the 
shot bounced off  
Monahan’s glove, 
went straight 
in the air, and 
with Monahan 
looking around 
for the puck, it 
bounced just 
inside the post, 
on top of the net. 
It was as close as 

a team can get to scoring — without 
scoring.

Th e Dinos responded positively 
and only moments later Davey 
redirected a Braaten point shot past 
Monahan. Davey was modest about 
the goal aft er the game. 

“I just try and get the puck on 
my stick and hopefully it goes 
somewhere good,” she said.

Th e goal provided the Dinos with 
some needed breathing room on the 
scoreboard. Th e teams traded break-
aways close to the end of the period, 
with both goalies making diffi  cult 
saves to preserve the score.

Th e Dinos were able to stymie the 
Griffi  n’s off ence until just over a min-
ute left  in the third. Th e Dinos took a 
penalty and with their goalie pulled, the 
Griffi  ns were able to score a late goal to 
make the game interesting. 

Right from the faceoff the 
Griffins crowded the net, and after 
the initial shot, Leanna Kordyban 
took the rebound and blasted it 
past Urness. 

“Oh God,” said Braaten. “We had 
a setup that we were supposed to 
do, a certain play, and right from 
faceoff, it screwed up and we were 
running around like chickens with 
our heads cut off.”

Th e goal inspired the Griffi  ns and 
they continued to put pressure on 
the Dinos for the remaining minute, 
but were unable to the score. Th e 

Dinos held on and came away with 
the win.

Th e Dinos have two games left  
before the Alberta Colleges Athletics 
Conference playoff s, both against the 
SAIT Trojans.

“We’re just keeping up our train-
ing and we will get back to the team 
we used to be before the Christmas 
break,” said Braaten.

Th e Dinos have a fi rst-round bye 
and host the ACAC semi-finals. It 
will be a tough road for the Dinos 
through the playoff s, but they are 
confi dent and looking to improve 
upon last year’s second place fi nish 
to the Griffi  ns. 

“I’m feeling good because I have 
confi dence in these girls,” said Davey. 
“In the end, we pull it through, as 
you guys have seen. We’ll do well 
and make a run for it.”

Lady Dinos are aces of ACAC
Goyette’s squad looks to enter playoffs strong

Dinos have the upper hand going into the ACAC playoffs.

The Dinos wrap up the regular season with a two-
game series against SAIT this weekend starting with 
an away game on Feb. 13. They host SAIT on Feb. 14 

at the Olympic Oval. Game time is 7:30 p.m.

Photos: Geoff MacIntosh  Design: Jon Roe, Chris Pedersen and Paul Baker
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Dinos have sights set on CIS gold
Swim team knows winning takes more than lucky beards

Moira Wolstenholme
Gauntlet Sports

If you’ve been in the vicinity 
of the University of Calgary 
Kinesiology complex, more 

specifically Baron’s Court, over 
the past two weeks, you may have 
noticed an overwhelming presence 
of scruffy young men, perhaps in 
the process of eating a breakfast 
bagel or two. 

If so, you have witnessed first-
hand a small glimpse of the Dino 
men’s swim-team in their final 
preparation for the Canadian 
Interuniversity Sport champion-
ships, which will begin Feb. 19 on 
the pool deck of the University 
of British Columbia Aquatic 
Centre. 

The beards are the swimmer’s 
equivalent of the playoff beard 
donned by NHL teams contesting 
for the Stanley Cup. After weeks 
of whiskered existence, the Dino 
men will emerge on the pool deck 
next Thursday clean-shaven and 
ready to race. These beards have 
been weeks in the making and 

are a somewhat light-hearted 
echo of the weeks, nay months, 
of intense preparation to which 
they have dedicated themselves 
in the pool and 
weight-room 
leading up to 
the CIS cham-
pionships. The 
breakfast bagels 
are a favourite 
post-workout 
snack.

The antici-
pation for 
next weekend 
extends,  of 
course,  far 
beyond the facial hair of the men’s 
team. Although already having 
established themselves as Canada 
West champions for two years in a 
row, both the men and women have 
kept their sights on the glittering 
title of CIS champions.

“I am so incredibly pumped to 
race,” says Jessika Craig, second-
year team member and winner of 
the 200 metre backstroke at this 
year’s Canada West champion-
ships. “This year, we are confident 
we can win.”

This tone of confidence echoes 
across the U of C pool deck, but 

it does not indicate any underesti-
mation of the challenge facing the 
Dinos as they again go head-to-
head with the UBC Thunderbirds 

on their home turf. Both Canada 
West swimmers of the meet were 
awarded to Thunderbirds this year 
and UBC was still able to hold off 
the Dinos for the women’s CIS title 
last year, keeping them from their 
first championship in history.

However, it is this lack of overt 
bravado in the Dinos’ comport-
ment that leads the observer to 
believe strongly in their ability 
to win. 

It is a confidence that stems 
not from a self-conscious effort 
to intimidate, but from a simple 
knowledge that they have done 

Grunt! Mike Brown and Chris Tobin work on their beards.

what it takes to come out of this 
varsity season victorious. 

“There has been so much hard 
work and incredible commit-

ment put in to 
recruiting and 
building this 
amazing team,” 
says Katelyn 
M u r d o c h , 
who recently 
returned from 
a semester of 
intense train-
ing in Australia, 
“Both the swim-
mers and the 
coaches have 

been completely dedicated, and it is 
going to pay off this weekend.”

It is possible that this year’s 
swim team has been described 
using the words “cohesive” and 

“dedicated” more than any previ-
ous year. Although the men and 
women must win separate titles, 
both are actively anticipating each 
others’ win. They are united in the 
desire to make history, knocking 
the Thunderbirds off the top of the 
podium once and for all. 

Both Dinos teams are ranked 
first in the country heading to 
UBC, placing high expectations 
on their shoulders. 

At this point, it is merely a case 
of racing exactly how they have 
trained all year long and Murdoch 
believes that the Dinos are more 
than ready. 

“All the work is done, now it’s 
our time to shine.”

The swim team will compete at the CIS 
championships Feb. 19–21. The meet will be held in 

Vancouver at UBC.

Gauntlet fi le photo

“There has been so much hard work 
and incredible commitment put in to 
recruiting and building this amazing 
team.”

–Katelyn Murdoch,
Dinos swim team

s w i ms w i m m i n gm i n g     
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Senior trio gets proper send-off, kicks more ass

In your face! Fifth-year Lauren Perry (#12) goes for the block.

Brad Halasz
Sports Editor

Where do you see yourself in 
fi ve years? Will you have 
the same job, friends, life-

style? Chances are you won’t. Th at is 
why the longevity of senior trio Holly 
Harper, Julie Young and Lauren Perry 
is to be admired. 

The veteran 
Dinos women’s 
volleyball stars 
took their final 
regular season 
game in stride  at 
the Jack Simpson 
Gym on Saturday 
and did so with 
their trademark 
dominating style, 
beating the Simon Fraser University 
Clan in just over an hour (25–9, 25–18, 
25–13).

“To me it’s the most important night 
of the year because it’s about those girls,” 
said Dinos head coach Jesse Knight. “To 
accomplish a fi ve-year career is such a 
tough thing. Th e reason it’s so incred-
ible to be a fi ve-year athlete is because 
of everything you have to endure, and 
that’s on and off  the court, from injuries, 
to sacrifi cing.”

 Th e Dinos used the energy of Senior’s 
Night to maintain a focused but relaxed 
pace — a game plan that they hope to 
carry over to the playoff s.

 “Our plan was to go out and have 

fun, we already clinched a second 
place spot for playoff s,” said Harper. 
“It was about having a good time, a 
nice relaxing game right before play-
off s before the pressure starts.”

Knight echoed Harper’s com-
ments, adding that the game wasn’t 
meaningless.

“The direction can only be pro-
gressed,” said Knight. “Anytime that 
you’re stationary, you’re in trouble. 
It’s about keeping balance, not just 

going with what 
they give you. 
It’s always a new 
challenge every 
night to try and 
read people 
defensively.”

When the fi rst 
set ended Harper 
had five kills, 
Spence followed 
with four.

Th e onslaught didn’t wane as the 
three seniors were responsible for 21 
of the team’s 38 kills on the night.

While the game was a playoff  tune-
up, it also served as a cathartic outlet 
for the ending of an era.

Th e focus of the night was to have 
fun, but keep the play consistent in 
preparation for the Canada West 
quarter-finals. The Dinos face the 
University of Regina Cougars for a 
second year in a row in the quarter-
fi nals.

Th is is the fi nal year Harper, Young 
and Perry have to add to their legacy. 
Four consecutive bronze medals in 
the Canadian Interuniversity Sport 

The Dinos host the University of Regina Cougars in 
the Canada West quarter-fi nals Feb. 13-14 in the Jack 

Simpson Gym. Both games go at 6 p.m.

Paul Baker/the Gauntlet

Harper, Young, Perry have endured fi ve years of sacrifi ce, hardwork and glory
championships is more than enough 
to constitute a legacy, though Young 
sees it as a nagging chip on her shoulder. 
She’s aft er that illustrious gold. 

“Bronze doesn’t cut it for us this 
year,” said Young. “We have to play 
to the max, play our best. For the three 
seniors, it’s do or die now and we have 
to give everything we got. It’s all about 
owning the court.”

Harper, too, sees the opportunity to 
play two more games at home as the 
real send-off .

“We’re all aware we’re playing 
Regina and we know they’re going to 
be a tough team to beat, but we know 
we can beat them and it’s going to be a 
really fun weekend,” she said. “It’s going 
to be a closer game; it’s going to come 
down to the wire with them.”

SCORE
D I N O S C L A N

03 SETS

women’s women’s volleyballvolleyball





ideo games have 
become an unde-
niable part of our 
entertainment cul-
ture. Th e gaming 
industry contin-
ues to grow and is 
gradually appeal-

ing to a wider and wider audience. Millions of 
video game consoles are sold every year and 
the same can be said of the multitude of games 
that are accessible for those consoles. But not all 
games sell millions — some barely make it to 
the million mark. Strangely, the recent trend, at 
fi rst glance, appears to have violent video games 
dominating the market. Many people gravitate 
to the games with violent content — Grand Th eft  
Auto IV and Gears of War to name just a pair — 
when searching for a new entertainment expe-
rience on their video game platforms. However, 
the focus in the morality debate surrounding 
violent video games has settled around children 
playing games rated “M” for Mature. In recent 
years, a great movement to target the developers 
and publishers of such games has attempted to 
bring about a change. Th is attack surprisingly, 
aims at forcing these kinds of games from even 
being made. 

Developers and publishers of video games 
are, respectively, the companies that design and 
create the games and market and release the 
created games for sale. In the United States in 
particular, the focus of criticism falls on them. 
Companies like Rockstar Games, most known 
for its Grand Th eft  Auto series, have come un-
der direct fi re from high-powered moral critics. 
But are the developers and publishers of violent 

video games the groups that should be focused 
on? 

University of Calgary professor Dr. Jim Park-
er has been involved in game design and de-
velopment, researching the design process and 
creating innovative games in the Digital Media 
Laboratory at the U of C since 1998.

Parker says the assumption built in the previ-
ous years that games with some violent content 
are synonymous with games in general is false.

“Violent games are a niche market,” he ex-
plains. “It is not the majority market, it’s quite 
the contrary. A relatively small percent of games 
are [rated M], 15 per cent maybe.” 

He says violent games make up a very small 

corner of the gaming industry overall, and 
though they are oft en successful, they are by no 
means the most popular. 

“Th e really popular games are games like the 
Sims, which is the most popular one in the mar-
ket,” he adds. 

Th e Sims, which is rated “T” for Teen by the 
Entertainment Soft ware Ratings Board, is a 
hugely successful game franchise. As of April 
2008, Th e Sims 2 has sold over 100 million cop-
ies worldwide. Th ough violent games are popu-
lar, none have come even close to the popularity 
of the non-violent Sims franchise. 

For the violent game market however, the fact 

that there is a rating system in place as suffi  cient 
enough warning for consumers. 

“As far as they’re concerned, the ‘M’ on the 
box is good enough and, frankly, there’s some-
thing to be said about that,” Parker says. 

Th e Entertainment Soft ware Ratings Board 
assigns classifi cations to games to determine 
which age group they are suitable for and these 
ratings have been successful for the industry. 
Not only have they inspired developers to elimi-
nate some controversial content, they also serve 
as a means to defl ect criticism should children 
play them. 

“You can now say, ‘Well, we told you it was M,’ ” 
Parker says. “I think that’s reasonably accurate. 

A lot of game developers think ‘M’ is the kiss of 
death for their game, so they struggle to get [a 
rating of] ‘T’ or below.”

Parker notes, though the ratings do tone down 
content, the controversy is not just about the con-
tent itself, but what it means for the gamer. 

“Th e designer builds into the game the goals,” 
he explains. “In order to win a video game, you 
have to adopt the morality of the game designer. 
In other words, a game designer says, ‘Right, in 
order to win this game you have to kill prosti-
tutes.’ Well, that’s what you have to do to win the 
game.”

But should it really be the game developers 

that receive the brunt of criticism for how it af-
fects children playing? Not necessarily. Parker 
says parents are the fi rst line for defence. 

“Parents should understand better how vid-
eo games really aff ect their children and they 
don’t,” he says. “Media aff ects people. [Th ey] 
tend to oversimplify things by saying, ‘It’s obvi-
ous that…’ or, ‘Anyone can see that this game 
will aff ect their child in this way.’ ” 

While certain developers continue to create 
violent games, Parker say the access to these 
games should primarily be the responsibility of 
the parent. 

“Parents have to pay attention,” he says. 
“Th ey’ve got to watch. If you send your kid to a 
14A-rated movie and your kid is 12, the theatre 
is supposed to keep them out. But there’s some 
variation in ages and they can’t always tell. So 
let’s face it, that’s not going to work. You’ve got 
to pay attention.”

Th e big question in this debate is whether 
violent games are truly as pervasive and dan-
gerous as many are made to believe. Parker says 
the bottom line of the current gaming climate 
is surprising.

“Th e truth is — and this is a big truth — if 
video games and violence in them aff ects chil-
dren negatively, then why is youth violence at an 
all-time low aft er 20 years of video games?” he 
asks. “It doesn’t make sense.”

If violent video games possess very negative 
infl uences as the strongest critics claim, it still 
remains that violent games are a small segment 
of the overall market. Ultimately, whether or 
not these games should be created is not the 
question; it’s how the impact of these games is 
perceived by the public.

“In order to win a video game, you have to adopt the 

morality of the game designer. In other words, a game 

designer says, ‘Right, in order to win this game you 

have to kill prostitutes.’ ”

-Dr. Jim Parker

Kids killing Kids killing 

hookershookers
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Jordyn Marcellus
Entertainment Assistant

For DD/MM/YYYY (“day month 
year”), making music is a 24/7, 
365 days a year gig. Yet some-
how in the hustle and bustle of 
transcontinental rock touring, 
they found some time to actually 
record a new album, Black Squares, 
dropping via digital release next 
week. 

Th e band has spent their time 
crisscrossing Canada and the Unit-
ed States ad nauseam, playing innu-
merable basement shows and even 
booking a rad pool party at a YMCA 
located in a mining town in north-
ern Alberta. 

With Square, the band has refi ned 
their sound and added some jazz 
experimentalism to help mix things 
up a bit. Th ey recorded with Roger 
Leavens at Boombox Sound — a 
music and fi lm design company — 
which was an atypical studio for the 
band to record in.

“What he does in the day is 
that he records jingles and does 
overdubs for video games,” says 
drummer Moshe Rosenberg. 
“But at night, he likes to rock out so 
we come over there to crank up the 
volume.”

Since they were recording in a 

Roman Auriti
Gauntlet Entertainment

Love, betrayal and stress are 
all feelings that present day 
university students face dur-

ing their university years. William 
Shakespeare understood this when 
he wrote Hamlet and managed to 
express these emotions in a very 
human way that, literally, people of 
all ages could relate to in some way. 
Th e University of Calgary drama 
department will channel his words 
Feb. 17–28 as they embark on their 
own version of the play.

U of C has never attempted one of 
Shakespeare’s four big plays (Mac-
beth, King Lear, Othello and Hamlet) 
and director Patrick Finn says they’re 
adding in a twist.

“It’s an all female cast,” he explains. 

“Calgary is loaded with brilliant fe-
male actors. Th ere are a lack of roles 
for all of these brilliant women. I 
can’t imagine why anybody would 
stage a Shakespeare play without do-
ing gender-blind casting. I said that 
anybody could try out for any role, 
and when you do that, what you fi nd 
is that you have so many brilliant 
women actors that you’re going to be 
able to stage just about anything as 
long as you give them the chance to 
do the roles.”

Finn also explains they decided 
to stage everything in the original 
time period as well as alter all of the 
University Th eatre for their pur-
poses. Hamlet is also getting its own 
unique score written right here at the 
U of C. 

“I’m really interested in music and 
wanted really good music for this 
show,” says Finn. “Th e diffi  culty with 
that is what people oft en do is that 
people will pick songs that they like 
and stick them into the show, but that 

space that was meant for commer-
cial work, the band wasn’t able to 
spend their waking daytime hours 
in the recording studio. Rosen-
berg says the stop-start recording 
process helped make the album 
take even longer in the minds of the 
band. 

“When we were recording it was 
at night and usually only for three 
hours at a time,” says Rosenberg. 
“You just spend most of your time 
hearing things back, setting up mi-
crophones, so it felt like we were 
working on it for eight months or 
something.”

Th e time spent on the record 
shows though. It’s easily their most 
refi ned album to date, retaining the 
fl uid, skronky noise-punk of their 
past albums, but with longer, more 
exploratory tracks. Th ere’s a little 
less of DD/MM/YYYY’s trademark 
musical-ADD, adding a lot more 
maturity to the mix. 

“We took all the diff erent noises 
in our heads and we actually went 
ahead and refi ned them,” says 
Rosenberg. “We were picky with it. 
In previous albums, we just wanted 
to give everybody insight into what 
we were thinking. We didn’t care 
if it was a complete thought. We 
just wanted to give them what we 
were thinking. Th is time around we 
chose the highlights.”

Because of the occasional frus-
trations of the logistics of record 
distribution, the boys in DD/MM/

YYYY felt releasing Squares digital-
only in the fi rst month was the best 
plan. Hard copy purists will still be 
able to get their own CD or record 
a month from now, but the fanat-
ics won’t have to wait. Rosenberg 
explains it was just a desire to fi -

nally get the record complete that 
spurred the choice.

“It’s been such a long time com-
ing with this album and we just 
wanted it out already,” he says. 
“When it comes to releasing stores, 
I don’t know how it works, but you 

have to be more strategic about it. 
With digital, we said, ‘Fuck man, 
the songs are ready — why don’t we 
just let people listen?’ ”

D D / M M / Y Y Y Y
m u s i c p r e v i e w

doesn’t make them fi t. Songs have 
been composed for when Ophelia’s 
mad and for the grave diggers sing-
ing in the graveyard and those songs 
are specifi cally based off  Danish folk 
songs directly from that time period. 
[Our composer has] gone back and 
researched those things, [including] 
all natural instruments [and] tun-
ings from that time period.”

Th e drama department has put in 
an incredible amount of detail. Finn 
says it’s all in an attempt to emulate 
Shakespeare’s vision.

“Including intermission, it’s less 
than two and a half hours, just like 
how Shakespeare did it,” he explains. 
“When Shakespeare did this, it last-
ed two hours. Th at’s the way ours 
is. Hamlet is an exciting, fast-paced 
play with ghosts, sword fi ghts, love, 
jealousy, murder, betrayal and a cli-
matic ending.”

H a m l e t
t h e a t r e p r e v i e w

Hamlet runs Feb. 17–28 in the University Theatre. 
The show starts at 7:30 p.m.

DD/MM/YYYY plays Broken City on Feb. 20. Doors 
open at 8 p.m.

Amanda Hu/the Gauntlet

This is quite the face-off.

U of C spins Shakespeare classic

It’s 365 days and 12 months a year of DD/MM/YYYY
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Ahh February, the offi  cial 
month of over-priced rushed 
meals for two and tacky 

stuff ed animals. Sure, you can cel-
ebrate the relationship you have with 
your signifi cant other(s) in this po-
tentially phony manner or you can 
do something thoughtful. Take your 
sweetie to an art show or literary event 
and not only will they be impressed, 
but you will have the opportunity to 
get to know each other on a new lev-
el. However, just because Valentine’s 
Day lasts only 24 hours, doesn’t mean 
you shouldn’t show your aff ection all 
month long, so take advantage of as 
many artsy goodies as you can. And 
if you’re fl ying solo this month, there 
couldn’t be a sexier place to meet your 
future bed partner than one of these 
art gigs.

Th ere are only 10 days left  to see 
what will certainly be one of the Glen-
bow Museum’s most popular exhibits, 
“Marilyn Monroe: Life as a Legend.” 
Th e show, covering her life from her 

humble beginnings as Norma Jeane 
to the bombshell sex icon of Marilyn 
Monroe, contains many well-known 
paintings, dresses and photographs. 
In conjunction with the exhibit, an 
award-winning one-woman play, 
Marilyn: Forever Blonde, is showing 
at the ConocoPhililips Th eatre (in the 
Glenbow), Th ursdays to Saturdays at 
7 p.m. and weekends at 2 p.m. Tick-
ets don’t come cheap at about $30, 
but they include admission to the 
exhibit.

TRUCK contemporary art gal-
lery, at 815 First St. SW, is hosting 
their opening reception of Brendan 
Fernandes’ “Mutual Surrender,” on 
Feb. 20. Th e artist, who works out 
of New York City and Toronto, was 
born in Kenya of Indian heritage. He 
examines the return to his birthplace 
by comparing stereotypes, documen-
tary footage and his own experience. 
Fernandes has exhibited all over the 
world and has received various grants 
from the Ontario and Canada Coun-
cil for the Arts. 

Th e Art Gallery of Calgary brings 
together renowned Canadian art-
ist Iain Baxter with four promising 
ACAD students to collaborate on an 
experimental installation that will at-
tempt to demonstrate the vital role of 

contemporary art in developing new 
perspectives that directly infl uence 
our culture. Come see the culmina-
tion of the two week creative process, 
on until Apr. 4.

Also a must-see at the gallery is Jon 
Pylypchuk who, through sculpture, 
paintings and installation, explores 
the uncomfortable realities of fi nding 
ourselves between humour and trag-
edy and touches on topics of corpore-
ality and mortality.

Th e University’s Nickle Arts Mu-
seum is not one to miss out on the 
fun. Th ey are hosting “Fragments of 
Infi nity” by Ronald Bloore, a talented 
artist who innovated painting tech-
niques early in his career. Interesting-
ly, Bloore has spent the last 40 years 
creating non-representational white 
on white paintings. However, he has 
slowly come over to the coloured 
side, increasingly adding dabs of 
colour to his works since 2002. To-
day, his paintings are represented in 
full-blown colour, a sample of which 
will be in the show. Th ough you don’t 
have to understand it to enjoy it if you 
need a guiding hand through this, 
come to the curator’s talk Mar. 5 at 
12 p.m.

Also at the museum is a selection 
of works stretching back to 1968 by 

Walter Jule in the show “SKIN.” Jule, 
an Edmontonian, is considered one 
of Canada’s premier print artists. 
Th roughout his works he investigates 
the metaphors drawn between insig-
nifi cant objects and human existence 
so that a ball of aluminum can rep-
resent our subjective human experi-
ence. Both shows run until April. 

If all these big offi  cial galleries 
make you shake in your boots, there 
is an alternative. One of Calgary’s 
most indie art galleries is 809 Gallery 
at 809 Fift h Ave. NW. Th is make-shift  
gallery, which you enter through the 
alley, is hosted in a Kensington ga-
rage. It was established with a pre-
destined life expectancy of 809 days 
by four young ACAD graduates. Th is 
means the gallery is closing by July of 
this year, so get your fi x now. Th eir 
open-minded approach to art spaces 
is mimicked in the kinds of shows 
they host, giving opportunities to art-
ists that wouldn’t otherwise get the 
exposure. 

“[Our mandate is] to show peo-
ple that are really important to the 
Calgary [art] scene but don’t have 
means,” says Shawn Mankowske, co-
owner of the gallery. “It’s a really cool 
house party for intelligent people.” 

He adds the shows oft en have a re-

laxed vibe which defi nitely juxtapos-
es with the oft en-starchy reception 
at larger venues. Th eir last show, cu-
rated by Mikhail Miller, was packed 
with young people and featured a 
rap-playing DJ, a fridge of beer and 
possibly the smell of green freshness 
in the air. 

Th eir next show, featuring “Mak-
ing It,” by Heather Smith, is opening 
Feb. 27 at 6 p.m. Her drawings and 
sculptures explore invisible social 
structures that reinforce conformity 
and status quo especially in relation 
to women. 

Finally, if you aren’t too supersti-
tious to leave your house tomorrow 
on Friday the 13th, venture down 
to Pages in Kensington to fi ll your 
mind with books and music. Dave 
Bedini from the Rheostatics will read 
from Five Hole Stories and Around 
the World in 57 ½ Gigs then the band 
will play a selection from their CD, 
Music from Five Hole: Tales of Hockey 
Erotica. 

Th at should be enough to keep you 
preoccupied with your special some-
one during the day, but what you do 
at night is a whole diff erent art form!

Olivia Komorowski
Art Action

Stay tuned for Film Festivities in the Feb. 26 
Gauntlet!

February art has something for the attached and the lonely
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Andrew Swan
Gauntlet Entertainment

So many movies based on com-
ic books are being made these 
days and it is no wonder that 

some of them fall tragically short in 
comparison to their print counter-
parts. Very few comics or graphic 
novels can translate into silver 

screen gold, but Push fi nds a way 
to do just that. It is a refreshing and 
enjoyable sci-fi  thriller that leaves 
a pleasant aft ertaste and a big de-
sire for more. Following the pair of 
Nick (Chris Evans, Fantastic Four) 
and Cassie (Dakota Fanning, War 
of the Worlds), Push travels through 
Hong Kong on a twisting plot com-
plete with intrigue, humour and ac-
tion. Nick and Cassie are just two of 
many hundreds of individuals who 
have various psychic abilities at 
their disposal, the result of Nazi war 

experiments in the 1940s that have 
been passed down genetically from 
generation to generation. Nick is a 
“Mover” — an individual who can 
use telekinesis — while Cassie is a 
“Watcher” — an individual who can 
see future events. 

Nick and Cassie fi nd themselves 
trapped in an intricate web when 
they unite with another psychic 
named Camilla (Kira Hudson), 
who is a “Pusher,” a person with 
the ability to implant lies and false 
truths in the minds of their intend-

ed target. All the while, the three are 
being tracked by the devious Agent 
Henry Carver (Djimon Hounsou, 
Blood Diamond) and his gang of 
psychics from “Division,” a clandes-
tine government agency devoted to 
researching and using people with 
these abilities. 

Push is an action thriller that pays 
off  in spades. Not only is the plot 
original, it is also gloriously com-
plicated and won’t make complete 
sense until the fi nal scene. While 
this might sound unfortunate, the 
fact that it connects so well is what 
makes this movie great. Th e cast 
also shines as Evans pulls off  his 
role with a charm similar to that of 
his Johnny Storm in Fantastic Four 
and Hounsou is the bad guy you 
can’t help but love because of his 
cool demeanor and cunning mind. 

Fanning’s performance is probably 
the best in the fi lm, acting beyond 
her years as she plays a fi ercely in-
dependent young teenager with a 
deep intellect and understanding of 
the world.

Th e action sequences are tasteful-
ly done and aren’t too overbearing 
or draining. Th ey are snappy, clever 
and make great use of the various 
abilities the characters have — and 
there are lots: Bleeders, Stitchers, 
Shift ers, Sniff s, Wipers, Shadows 
and more. Everyone will pick out a 
favourite ability they want to have 
because they are all just way too 
cool. Push easily invigorates the 
comic book movie genre with its 
clean action approach.

P u s h
m o v i e r e v i e w

Psychic thriller makes for great sci-fi  movie

courtesy V Kelly & Associates

That’s quite a bit of telekensis there!

Push is playing in theatres everywhere. Check out 
myspace.com/pushmovie for more info.
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The Hylozoists’ latest release is a vocalist-free, 

orchestrated delight. Chock full of bountiful 

string arrangements and vibraphone melody 

lines, L’Île De Sept Villes skillfully jumps from 

ambient-sounding distorted strings and bowed 

percussion instruments at the beginning of 

the CD to triumphant movie soundtrack-esque 

tracks and classy pop rock in the latter half, all 

the while maintaining a cohesive and coherent 

feel to the album.

“Bras d’Or Lakes” stands out with its striking 

ability to emote with lamentful minor key string 

vamping. Paul Aucoin’s vibraphone works 

perfectly in place of a vocal line and plays 

fl awlessly towards the song’s chorus that builds 

with more and more strings. The climax of the 

song is powerful with all the group’s instru-

ments in full force with melodica adding some 

understated grittiness underneath it all.

L’Île De Sept Villes proves the Hylozoists’ abilities 

as musicians and composers, solidifying their 

spot as contenders for Toronto’s best soon-to-

be-recognized musical treasure.

..Amanda Hu

The Hylozoists

L’Île De Sept Villes

(Outside Music)

This album begs to be made of summer, light as leaves and drift ing on its breeze and 
probably would, before being blown off  completely. 
Brent Randall is from the east coast, but this album sounds more like it belongs to 

the forlorn moments in old summertime movies, where someone stands in the sunset and 
sad sounds waft  over the montage until blasting into a concert hall playing to over-insulated 
walls for an off -Broadway musical enduring its fi nal night, smiles stretched manically, the 
house band playing Iron Butterfl y covers acoustically. Th e vocals all dress up like any number 
of narrators, incapable of telling a tale, who switch from tongue-in-cheek sly arrogance to 
ignorable whispers of a plotless story. If the backing instrumentation could be considered 
candy, the pianos, trumpets and sometime harpsichords would be over-dyed, made of 
high fructose corn syrup and shaped in child friendly forms, gladly sending your ears into 
hypoglycemic shock. Even in the moments where the horns blare and the drums are tuned 
low and the vocals are fl uttering, “like bluebirds, fl owers and other things,” there are Beatles 
crawling on it with little interest.
All told there are moments to applaud on the album, ironically excluding some of the tracks’ 
handclaps, but the guitars maintain poise and tone and the arrangements switch instrumenta-
tion in quick, inspired bursts. Th ough sadly, We Were Strangers in Paddington Green means 
an overall sparseness — like Paddington Green is a place where retiring cabarets play to 
empty fi elds on too cold summer nights where trees suck up the echoes, and drink in the 
sound leaving it fl at. 

..Garrett Hendriks

Brent Randall and his Magnifi cent Pinecones

We Were Strangers in Paddington Green 

(Just Friends Records)

Christer’s Techna is one really long, bad song. 

It beckons memories of how excited everyone 

was when they discovered GarageBand on 

their MacBooks. 

Throughout this awful project, Christer’s lyr-

ics vary from “No one dances anymore! Let’s 

dance,” to “Yes, he has all my body parts in 

bags,” to “Koochie-koo.” Although she does 

take advantage of popular modern slang and 

drops the word “steeze” in her song “Trees and 

Rockets,” she is still limited to sounding like the 

Postal Service if they had absolutely no talent. 

She describes her songs as “uncomplicated 

and accessible,” which one would have to agree 

with, seeing as a 12-year-old could replicate her 

songs exactly in an hour with their monotonous 

backing beats. 

All in all, Techna is headache-inducing. 

Here’s hoping that Christer wakes up from 

her drug trip with a broken MacBook in 

hand.

..Laura BardsleyChrister

Techna

(CD Baby)

Calm Asa Coma’s self-titled debut album is 

an obvious freshman effort, but has enough 

charm to warrant future listening. Their CD 

opens with very literal introductions, each 

member playing their instrument or singing 

in seeming succession so you can get to know 

them. By the third song, you know what you 

like and what you don’t.

The song “Brittany” makes a good first 

impression after introducing itself with some 

interesting vocal harmonies. It leads well into 

the thrilling “Wandering,” showcasing some 

lesser-used guitar sounds. 

The album’s unity comes from the vocals, which 

are charming at fi rst, but eventually fall victim 

to monotonous refrains in the later songs. The 

band may have anticipated this, however, so in 

“Old Mr. Boston” they start throwing in surprise 

endings to their songs with sudden intense 

instrumentation and vocals.

These surprises are less striking by the time you 

get to “The Trouble With,” but Calm Asa Coma 

seems to switch up their formula again. The fi rst 

half of “Falcons” is more similar to the fi rst sec-

tion of the album with some clever instrument 

use that is rejuvenating. Unfortunately, they run 

out of lyrics again by the second half and fall 

back into a boring refrain.

Just when you think the album might be warm-

ing up again, the fi nal song delivers another 

average performance. Fortunately, there is a 

hidden bonus track that again displays the 

band’s instrumental versatility with a charming 

acoustic performance. After the last half of the 

album, this surprise ending is welcome.

..Joseph Tubb

Calm Asa Coma

Calm Asa Coma

(Independent)

s p u n A L B U M  R E V I E W S
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Claire Fenton
Gauntlet Entertainment with fi les from Jordyn 

Marcellus

A fi ve hole, in hockey ter-
minology, is the space 
between the goalie’s legs. 

Th ere could not be a better meta-
phor to aptly describe the union of 
One Yellow Rabbit artistic director 
Blake Brooker, writer Dave Bidini 
and the Rheostatics bringing Cal-
gary theatre a little taste of erotic 
hockey and all the hilarity that goes 
with it. 

Five Hole: Tales of Hockey Erotica 
aims at entertaining on the basis of 
Canadian culture, desire and hu-
mour, all shown through the ret-
rospective lens of hockey. Derived 
from the hockey erotica book by 
Dave Bidini, the play also has a 
unique musical touch. Toronto rock 
band the Rheostatics add even more 
eye-opening curiosity to the series 
of plays. 

“It’s got two of Canada’s favou-
rite pastimes — sex and hockey 
— and also a third, rock and roll,” 
says Brooker. “So it’s a common 
issue of those things and it’s quite 
funny.”

Th e show, back aft er a hiatus, is in 
Calgary for only one night and then 
begins a Canadian tour starting in 
the Yukon of all places. But even 
way up north, Brooker expects the 
show to resonate well. 

“Th e response we had from the 
fi rst run was very strong,” says 

Brooker. “It’s very satisfying to 
bring it back.”

Th e play consists of everything 
from a Bobby Hull-based charac-
ter, to the escapades of a co-ed beer 
league and some 1940s Chicago 
“Original Six” era references that all 
hockey fans will appreciate. Th e cul-
ture of hockey and those who play 
it are core Canadian concepts and 
Brooker emphasizes the play shows 
the impact of that on Canadians.

“Th e thing about hockey is it 
exists in the big cities of Canada 
in the NHL, but it’s very popu-
lar in small towns, very popular,” 
says Brooker. “Th e rink is the place 
where the town gathers.” 

But the show is not all old-fash-
ioned hockey humour — it is en-
twined within the tales of erotica. 
Th e erotic importance is not only 
great for its sex appeal but adds a 
relatable theme. One character’s 
storyline narrates his dirty dreams 
and attraction to a teammate. But 
it’s not all naughty — it’s natural, 
too. 

“It’s called erotica, and I think 
it’s erotica not because it’s porno-
graphic, but because it contains a 
desire that humans seem to have, 
and always will have,” Brooker 
says.

Brooker believes U of C students 
should take an interest in this par-

ticular show as it is diff erent from 
ordinary theatre. Considering the 
stereotypical theatre production, 
one lacking in originality and real-
ism, this show off ers a refreshing 
twist for hockey and humour loving 
audiences.

“Th eatre can be somewhat dull 
sometimes, and I don’t think this 
is dull,” he admits. “Th ere are some 
beautiful qualities in this and it’s 
funny.”

Dull? Considering the main 
themes are sex and hockey, chances 
are it is anything but.

F i v e H o l e
t h e a t r e p r e v i e w

courtesy One Yellow Rabbit

Hockey is sexy times, apparently.

Five Hole: Tales of Hockey Erotica hits the Jack 
Singer Concert Hall on Feb. 16.

The sexy space between the goalie’s legs
One Yellow Rabbit reprises one of their most well-known acts for a national tour
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Easily Distracted by Vanessa Mastin
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