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The Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police always get their per-
son, but only when they go 

for them. On Feb. 15, at Kicking 
Horse Ski Resort in Golden, British 
Columbia two skiers from Montreal 
went out of bounds and got lost, be-
coming trapped in the backcountry. 
Giles Blackburn spent nine days 
trapped in the wilderness before he 
was rescued and his wife, Marie-
Josee Fortin, died Feb. 22, two days 
before search and rescue were called 
out. Th e couple carved SOS into the 
snow in hopes a helicopter would fl y 
over, see the symbol and initiate a 
rescue. Th is should have worked, as 
two days into the ordeal a heli-ski pi-
lot spotted the distress symbols, con-
tacted the resort, who in turn con-
tacted Golden and District search 
and rescue. Despite these steps, the 
RCMP were never contacted, even 
though the Search and Rescue team 
recommended they be called. Gold-
en and District Search and Rescue 
is not allowed to conduct a search 
until they receive permission from 
the RCMP  — a directive created a 
month prior to the incident. In a 
meeting, Golden Search and Rescue 
were informed that it would require 
a RCMP mandate to initiate any form 
of search and rescue. On the 10th 
day, the police fi nally allowed search 
and rescue to pull Blackburn from 
the mountain. Th is was only aft er a 
pilot saw him standing in the snow 
waving his hands. 

Another Purcell pilot saw SOS 
symbols days later and contacted 

the RCMP, who in turn contacted the 
resort. Both groups decided that a 
search was not necessary, despite the 
evidence. Th e police said that since 
no missing person report had been 
fi led and the resort had no evidence 
of the couple being missing, inaction 
was the best action. Th e police made 
an absolutely appalling mistake and 
have admitted it in numerous news-
papers. To not order a rescue when 
they have evidence that people are in 
danger shows a clear lack of under-
standing. We rely on this organiza-
tion to be responsible for the well-
being of the Canadian populace and 
in this regard they failed. 

SOS is internationally known as a 
distress symbol. Somebody should 
tell the RCMP it means action should 
be taken. A symbol such as this 
would not be carved into the snow 
unless people were in serious dan-
ger. Th at the RCMP and search and 
rescue cannot realize this is unfor-
givable. Most people with common 
sense, even if they are not a skier or 
have rescue training, recognize the 
distress symbol and realize some-
thing should be done. Th e police 
screwed up and, in doing so, allowed 
someone to die.

Th e regulations concerning res-
cues also need to be taken into ac-
count. Th e rule that a rescue cannot 
be initiated without consent from 
the police delays any action that 
can be taken. B.C. needs to allow its 
search and rescue organizations, 
which are trained in all aspects con-
cerning mountain rescue, to decide 

when someone is in trouble. Th is 
would take out one link, allowing 
information to go directly to the 
people that can respond. Perhaps 
the province should consider spend-
ing the $50 million it would take to 
create a permanent, non-volunteer 
based organization that has the au-
thority to respond without permis-
sion from the police.

If it takes the visual recognition 

of a body to initiate any form of 
help then search and rescue orga-
nizations and the RCMP in British 
Columbia are not rescuing, they are 
recovering. In this incident they did 
not rescue anybody, they recovered 
two bodies and were lucky one was 
alive.

Chris Pedersen
Sports Editor

Death by incompetence: a woeful tale of ineptitude

Editor, the Gauntlet: quit sleeping
Editor, the Gauntlet,
The board of governors met 

last Thursday to discuss major 
university issues including West 
Campus, the creation of a very 
influential HR/Governance Com-
mittee and research at the U of 
C . . . juicy news all discussed in 
the open session!  As I looked at 
the gallery, I saw a reporter from 
the Herald, an SU staff member 
and . . . no Gauntlet! Where were 
you as we discussed the proposed 
membership for the most pow-
erful board committee? Where 
were you when Harvey disclosed 
endowment financial loss details 
and talked about the U of C’s 
“Commercialization” strategy? 
Why aren’t you informing stu-
dents about key university activi-
ties that will affect us in the short 

and long term? Is it too early? 
Free coffee, fruit and bagels are 
provided if you’re running late 
for breakfast . . . 

As interesting as video game 
violence may be, students deserve 
to know the direction the board 
is taking our university. Students 
pay $4.50 each semester to sup-
port our exclusive campus news-
paper (the Gauntlet) and we de-
serve a newspaper that will wake 
up for a Thursday 8:30 a.m. meet-
ing.

The board is where tuition in-
creases are voted upon, where the 
annual report is endorsed and 
where the budget is approved, 
all of which have serious conse-
quences for students. These meet-
ings matter, but the sad reality 
is that the Gauntlet also missed 

the October 17th board meeting. 
Where are your priorities? 

Julie Bogle
Undergraduate Representative on the Board 

of Governors

Response to the prez

Editor, the Gauntlet,
In a recent article to the Gauntlet 

regarding the de-sanctioning of the 
club Campus Pro-Life [“Letter from 
the SU prez: Why Campus Pro-Life 
was de-sanctioned,” Feb. 26], SU 
president Dalmy Baez attempted 
to exculpate her organization for 
its actions. As this article gave false 
impressions which may mislead the 
student body, it seems wise to shine 
further light upon the matter.

First off , it struck me as ironic 
that one piece of writing could both 
profess to uphold freedom of speech 
and subtly perpetuate a myth which 
threatens to undermine it. To wit, 
the idea that a person has the free-
dom to speak provided their words 
cannot be construed as off ensive. 
Leaving aside the debatable claim 
that the display of Campus Pro-
Life was off ensive, let us investigate 
the underlying assumptions of this 
statement. Th e major assumption, 
of course, is that it is worse for a 
person to be off ended than for an-
other to be silenced. 

Wait a second though, isn’t the 
right to free speech for off ensive 
messages? Was it not a fi ght to es-
tablish free speech? Its initiation 
must therefore have off ended some-

see CPL, page B7
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c a m p u s  q u i p s Which faculty should get the axe to save the university money?

“Business, so there 
is less competition 
for the engineers!”
– Kat Cardiff , 
fourth-year 
engineering

“Business. Why 
not?”
– J.J. Sandler, third-
year development 
studies

“Business. Th ey took 
all of our money.”
– Diana Jamal-
Samborski, fourth-
year philosophy 
and sociology

“Engineers all the 
way! Th ey can fi nd 
another big donor.”
– Bryson 
Montgomery, 
U of C alumni

Interviews: Kendra Kusick, Photographs: Katy Anderson

Recession leads to cut backs on campus
Sarelle Azuelos
News Editor

The University of Calgary will 
be tightening its belt for the 
next fi nancial year, thanks to 

the slowly sinking economic situa-
tion. 

U of C president Dr. Harvey We-
ingarten sent out a memo Monday 
to university employees outlining 
measures that the university will 
take to present a balanced bud-
get to the board of governors in 
April. 

“Every year when we create a bud-
get, it represents a series of choices 
and trade-off s between those things 
we would like to do, things we have 
resources for,” he said. “I’d say that 
every year I’ve been at a university, 
there has not been enough resourc-
es to do everything that everyone 
would like to do.”

Currently, the university is work-
ing with the province for a six per cent 
increase in funding for the 2009–10 
year, but Weingarten said he’s not 
sure if they will pull through. Th e 
university received a six per cent in-
crease this year and last.

“I’ll simply say that the govern-
ment, provincial and federal, fi nds 
itself in exactly the same situation 
everyone else does,” he said. 

In his memo, he pointed out that 
every one per cent reduction in gov-
ernment funding would result in 
a loss of $3.8 million in university 
revenue. He hopes to receive word of 
the funding’s status within the next 
few months. 

In the last 10 months, the uni-
versity lost $78 million, or roughly 
20 per cent, from its endowment 
fund, according to a March 4 Cal-
gary Herald article. 

Up to 40 per cent of the fund 
is invested in international mar-
kets, with the rest split between 
Canadian bonds and equities. As 

of October, there was also a loss of 
$16 million to the university’s work-
ing capital fund, which originally to-
taled $405 million. 

As part of the university’s attempt 
to stay out of the red, Weingarten 
expects enrolment to increase by 
1,500 students next year. Half of the 
growth is a result of planned expan-
sion programs, while the rest will 
come from a larger incoming class, 
more transfer students and im-
proved retention rates. 

“When the economy goes bad, 
there aren’t as many good jobs out 
there, so students are more likely to 
come to university,” he said. 

Universities across Cana-
da have reported higher num-
bers of applications for under-
graduate and graduate students. 

Alongside the growth, admin-
istration is slowing its hiring rate. 

All new positions will have to go 
through vice-presidents instead of 
faculty executives. 

Weingarten added that the pos-
sible amalgamation of humanities, 
fi ne arts, social science and commu-
nication and culture would lead to a 
more eff ective deployment of teach-
ing resources. 

“We think this enrolment increase 
can be accommodated, as we’ve 
pointed out, without any diminish 
in academic quality,” he said. 

Wage increases for staff  members 
and senior administration will also 
be capped at 2.5 per cent. 

Students’ Union president Dalmy 
Baez was pleased with the review of 
the hiring process, adding that it is 
crucial for the university to spend 
wisely, but has some concerns about 
the increased enrolment. 

“Th ere are some comments 

around how the University of Cal-
gary has some of the best student-to-
instructor ratios in the country, yet 
our students seem to be consistently 
expressing their concerns around 
the quality of education here,” she 
said. “To me this is a clear sign that 
this issue goes beyond the budget.”

Baez cited the National Survey 
of Student Engagement, where the 
U of C ranks low compared to other 
G13 institutions, a group of 13 re-
search-focused Canadian universi-
ties.

“Th ere needs to be a larger com-
mitment to enhancing the quality of 
education on this campus,” she said.

Continuing with its sustainability 

New students, but few new profs for the future
goals, the university plans to have a 
cogeneration heating and cooling 
plant up and running by 2012. Th e 
plant would reduce the amount of 
greenhouse gas emitted signifi cant-
ly, Weingarten said. Th e university 
is currently waiting for a turbine, 
which he described as a “jet engine” 
for the plant. 

Th e plant would save roughly 
$6 million in utilities costs each year.  

Other income will come from the 
downtown campus once completed 
in fall 2010. Th e lower level will be 
rented out to small businesses. 

West campus — the area between 
the Alberta Children’s 
Hospital and residence 
— is also targeted as 
a possible revenue 
stream. 

“We’ve actually done 
a fair amount of analy-
sis on other universities 
like [the University of 
British Columbia] and 
Simon Fraser Universi-
ty that have developed 
some of their lands,” 
said Weingarten. “Th e 
result of those analy-
sis shows us that if the 
university does this 

well — that is develop some of its 
lands for residential or commercial 
purposes — you can generate a sub-
stantial amount of revenue that you 
then take and plow into the academ-
ic work of the university.”

Th ere are no projections for the 
amount of revenue that could be 
generated by the west campus ex-
pansion or downtown campus. 

While Weingarten hopes the re-
cession ends soon, he is not sure 
when the university will be able to 
end its fi scal constraints. 

“If I actually could predict when 
the economy would turn itself 
around, I’d be out there buying 
stocks right now,” he said.

Weingarten said academic quality will be constant, Baez disagreed.
Paul Baker/the Gauntlet  

Martin Lussier/the Gauntlet  
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New residence building under way

Marijuana legalization at the public library

Sarelle Azuelos
News Editor

A new residence building 
might answer a few student 
prayers once completed in 

spring 2011. 
Th e proposed 596-bed building 

would be built in Lot 50, next to the 
Dining Centre. Construction will 
start in April. 

Th e suites will have three private 
rooms sharing a bathroom, kitch-
enette and a living space. Th ere will 
also be a few two-room suites avail-
able. 

“Th is is a model that has been 
used quite extensively in Canada 
with quite a bit of success and ac-
ceptance,” said University of Cal-
gary capital planning and develop-
ment vice-president Bob Ellard. 
“On the lowest level, facing 24th 
avenue, there’s about 20,000 square 
feet of retail space that we will rent 
out.”

He said the space will be used 
for a small grocery store or conve-
nience store and other shops that 

will be available to the surrounding 
community. 

He added that the building will 
be fully wheelchair accessible.

U of C VP students Anne Tierney 
said the university worked with the 

Students’ Union and Residence Ser-
vices to determine what students 
wanted most in their residence 
buildings. 

“Everytime we build a new 
residence we look for good mod-

els that are out there at other 
universities,” she said. 

Th ere are currently 1,535 beds for 
students on campus. Th e 596 beds 
in this building, along with 125 
from the Dr. Fok Ying Tung Inter-
national House, will bring the total 
to 2,256 beds. 

However, Norquay, Brewster and 
Castle will be closed in the next few 
years, equalling a loss of 225 beds. 

Th e new building will house 
mainly third- and fourth-year stu-
dents. First-years will continue to 
live in Rundle or Kananaskis Hall.

SU president Dalmy Baez was 
glad that the university listened to 
the recommendation for 600 more 
spaces that was made in last year’s 
students aff ordable housing docu-
ment.

“In all honesty, we’re really excit-
ed to see this all come to fruition,” 
said Baez. “Student housing has 
been an issue for quite some time 
now.”

Th e SU is also working on an 
Inter-institutional Residence Study 
to measure the feasibility of shar-

ing a residence building with other 
post-secondary schools, but have 
run into troubles recently. Baez 
explained that the city was not co-
operating as much as anticipated 
with zoning issues surrounding the 
project. 

Tierney said room rates for fall 
2011 won’t be set until that spring. 
Th e board of governors has okayed 
the project despite the university’s 
current fi nancial constraints, but 
Tierney is still waiting to hear from 
the provincial government. 

“We have put in our proposal for 
our business plan and our request 
for funding, but that’s pending right 
now with the government,” she ex-
plained. “We don’t have the fi nal 
approval yet. If for any reason we 
don’t get the borrowing money, we 
wouldn’t be able to build the build-
ing.”

She added that the university is 
optimistic the funding will come 
through.

Th e building is expected to cost 
$57 million including furniture and 
appliances.

A rendering of the future 596-bed residence building.
courtesy LM Architectural Group

Ændrew Rininsland
Gauntlet News

Drug reform activists and mem-
bers of the community discussed 
cannabis legalization at the Cal-
gary Public Library theatre last 
Friday. 

Sponsored by the National 
Organization for the Reform of 
Marijuana Laws Canada and Law 
Enforcement Against Prohibition, 
the event was part of a cross-Can-
ada tour designed to build public 
awareness of drug law issues and 
construct a policy document to be 

presented to the federal govern-
ment later this year.

“We’ve been asking a lot of 
people what models they think 
are appropriate for legal cannabis 
and the most common answer is 
the alcohol model,” said NORML 
Canada executive director Marc-
Boris St-Maurice, who moder-
ated the event. “You can make 
beer and wine at home, but if you 
want to sell it, you have to meet 
certain criteria, with some dif-
ferences. Obviously beer is not 
marijuana, but generally that’s 
what we’ve been hearing most 

and that’s probably the model 
we should be looking at.”

On the panel was writer and 
editor Lisa Kirkman, local activist 
Keith Fagin, former police offi  cer 
and Libertarian Party of Canada 
leader Dennis Young, legalization 
advocate Jim Hilsenteger and fed-
eral medicinal cannabis recipient 
Grant Cluff . 

While all panelists were in fa-
vour of changing the existing laws 
in some way, much of the evening 
revolved around actual implemen-
tation of new policy. 

Discussions highlighted the eco-

nomic, medicinal and social justice 
factors surrounding the plant.

“In the States, there are over four 
million children whose parents 
are in prison on a drug-related 
charge,” said Hilsenteger, who ar-
gued that the American-led war on 
drugs is extremely costly for our 
system.  

“[Children with parents in pris-
on] have a seven-to-one chance of 
ending up in prison themselves,” 
he added.

Calgary was the seventh stop in 
the 14-city tour, which wraps up its 
fi rst run later this month. St-Maurice last week.

Ændrew Rininsland/the Gauntlet  
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Researchers reaching for the stars

U of C partners with TRU for new law program
Rhiannon Kirkland
Gauntlet News

Thompson Rivers University 
in Kamloops is starting up a 
new law program with guid-

ance from the University of Cal-
gary. Th e partnership between the 
schools will make sure the program 
gets under way successfully. 

Th roughout the partnership, the 
U of C will be licensing their cur-
riculum to TRU and will help them 
adapt it to their needs, recognizing 
diff erences with British Columbia’s 
law. 

Th ey will also off er a joint law 
degree, where TRU students can 
take online classes through the 
U of C or take senior or spring 
session courses in Calgary. 

“We’ve worked, for example, with 
the University of British Colombia 
in off ering a joint degree for pro-
grams that we didn’t have a lot of 
experience [with],” said TRU gen-
eral counsel John Sparks. “Over a 
period of time, we develop our own 
expertise internally and, when we’re 
ready, then move to off ering our 
own degree.”

TRU will hold their fi rst law class 
in 2011 with a planned minimum 
of 40 students per year. 

Th ey also hope to hire 10 to 12 
full-time faculty members along 
with sessionals.

“Contrary to what you might have 
heard, there really is a shortage of 
lawyers, especially in smaller towns 
and rural regions,” said Sparks. 

Th e TRU program aims at train-

ing lawyers in smaller communities 
like Kamloops so that they stay and 
practice in the communities. Th e 
university hopes that the lawyers 

they graduate will serve the British 
Columbia interior and Alberta.

U of C faculty of law dean Alistair 
Lucas said that U of C is a good fi t 

with Th ompson Rivers because the 
law faculty’s specializes in natural 
resource and environmental law. 
Since the B.C. interior has a largely 
resourced-based and agricultural 
economy, this should fi t well with 
the goals of the TRU law program, 
according to TRU’s website. 

Th e site pointed to a great de-
mand for graduate spaces as a driv-
ing force behind the program. Last 
year, 1,683 students applied for 208 
spots at the UBC’s law school.

“It is an extension of what we do 
here,” Lucas said. “In a way we’ll 
have a dozen or so law professors 
there who will be appointed, who 
will be teaching our curriculum, 
whose research will be at least re-
lated to the research that the faculty 
members are doing here.”

Jon Roe
Editor-in-Chief

Th e University of Calgary is collaborat-
ing with institutions in 20 countries to cre-
ate the world’s largest radio telescope to an-
swer big questions about the universe.

Th e U of C is the lead Canadian institu-
tion on the Square Kilometre Array, a col-
lection of 10s of thousands of radio anten-
na receiving stations that will collect radio 
waves from the universe. 

It will also work with other institutions 
from Argentina, Australia, Brazil, China, 
France, Germany, India, Italy, the Neth-
erlands, New Zealand, Poland, Portugal, 
Russia, South Africa, Spain, Sweden, the 

United Kingdom and the United States.
Th e project started aft er head of physics 

and astronomy and director of the centre 
for radio astronomy at the U of C Dr. Russ 
Taylor organized a meeting of the world 
community of radio astronomers in the 
mid-’90s.

“Th e purpose of the meeting was for 
the world community to get together and 
decide what it is that we need to do to an-
swer the big questions that are facing us in 
our understanding of the universe,” said 
Taylor, who was the chair of the radio as-
tronomy committee for the Canadian pro-
fessional society for astronomers at the 
time.

Th ey decided at the meeting that 

they needed a large radio telescope.
Taylor then organized an international 

committee to secure the project in 2000.
Th e SKA will be 50 times more powerful 

and able to scan the universe 10,000 times 
faster than any existing telescope.

One of the goals of the SKA is to observe 
the period in the history of the universe be-
tween the big bang and the fi rst appearance 
of stars, known as the dark ages.

“Before there were stars, there was 
no light,” Taylor said. “Th e whole time 
between the point of creation, the big 
bang, and the formation of the fi rst stars 
is called the dark ages. . . . Th at part 
of the early evolution of the universe 
should be full of radio waves.”

Taylor added that the radio waves aren’t 
destroyed and still propagate around the 
universe.

He said that being involved in processing 
the data to answer the questions is exciting. 

“It’s also really interesting to be involved 
in a world community like that; to bring to-
gether lots of countries to work with and to 
create this wonderful thing we’re creating 
as a globe,” he said.

Th e fi nal site decision for the telescope 
will be made in 2011 and construction will 
begin in 2012. 

Analysis of the two short-listed sites, the 
Australian Outback and South Africa, is 
currently taking place to make sure there 
is little interference from radio emissions.

Now TRU will have massive books to read. 

Gauntlet fi le photo
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Journalist accuses UN of crimes against humanity

Heidi Stobert
Gauntlet News

UBC students successfully lobby 
for reduced fees

Th e University of British Colum-
bia Athletics and Recreation de-
partment and the Alma Mater So-
ciety announced recently that they 
would be signifi cantly decreasing 
student fees for intramural and rec-
reational activities. Th is comes aft er 
a strong rally by students to reduce 
the fees. Th e decrease was possible 
due to some sound business prac-
tices by the department in recent 
years, outgoing AMS president Mi-
chael Duncan said.

Missing teen found
A 16-year-old girl who was ab-

ducted from her front yard in 
Penhold last Th ursday was found. 
Th e girl was reported missing late 
Th ursday night aft er her parents 
realized she hadn’t returned from a 
trip to a local convenience store, but 
her truck with all of her belongings 
was parked in their driveway. 

On Saturday, she called her 
dad to come and get her from 
Bower Mall in Red Deer, where 
she escaped. Aft er talking to the 
girl, the police apprehended the 
kidnapping suspect and laid charges 
against him Monday. Gerard John 

Baumgarte, 56, has been charged 
with impersonating a peace offi  cer, 
kidnapping with a fi rearm, sexual 
assault, aggravated assault and 
uttering threats, according to the 
RCMP.

Calgary mom and baby refused 
ride on bus

A Calgary Transit bus driver re-
fused a ride to a mom and her baby 
last Th ursday because she could not 
fold up her baby stroller. 

Chelsey Iverson felt it wasn’t safe 
to manage her baby, shopping bags 
and the folded stroller, so she left  
the bus and waited in a bus shelter 
for 90 minutes in -30C degree wind 
chill until another bus came. 

When Iverson complained to CT, 
she was told there was nothing they 
could do because of a bylaw stating 

that strollers and any other obstruc-
tions cannot be placed in the aisle 
of a transit bus. Iverson rode three 
other buses that day without inci-
dent.

U.S. refuses to participate in UN
racism conference

Th e United States will not par-
ticipate in a United Nations racism 
conference in April without chang-
es to the fi nal document of the 
conference. Th e pursued changes 
would drop all references to Israel 
and the criticism of religion. 

Th is comes aft er both the U.S.
and Israel walked out of the last UN
racism conference in 2001 because 
of a draft  resolution that equated 
Zionism to racism. Both Israel and 
Canada are boycotting the confer-
ence entirely.

Claire Fenton
Gauntlet News

Kevin Pina, a journalist and 
fi lmmaker, accused the 
United Nations of witness-

ing violence and killing civilians in 
Haiti. Pina came to the University 
of Calgary last week for a showing 
of his documentary, Haiti: We Must 
Kill the Bandits, which was fi lmed 
during the aft ermath of the coup 
d’état in Haiti. 

Th e fi lm details the period fol-
lowing Jean-Bertand Aristide’s 
ousting in February 2004 and ends 
with the election of René Préval in 
2006. Pina focused on the human 
rights violations committed against 
the Haitian people while fi lming 
the demonstrations that took place. 
Aristide was supposedly removed 
on the basis of a lack of public sup-
port and Pina wanted to prove that 
was not true.

“It was a lie that Aristide had 
lost the support of the Haitian 
people,” said Pina. “Why did 10s 
of thousands of people continue 

to risk death by demonstrating 
in the streets aft er his ousting in 
2004?”

Th e UN has not been formally 
charged with killing demonstrators 
in Cité de Soleil in 2004, nor has 
the international community ques-
tioned their actions. Pina said that 
no one will ever be held account-

able for their role, but that the peo-
ple know who was to blame.

“Th ey are directly accused by 
the community in Cité de So-
leil of having committed a crime 
against humanity,” he said. 
“[Th ey were involved in] killing 
and targeting unarmed civilians 
for political reasons to alter the 
political landscape in Haiti.”

Canada, Pina pointed out, 
trained the Haitian National Police 
that are accused of similar crimes. 
He wants Canadians to be aware of 
their government’s involvement in 
Haiti and he hopes that they will 
take action. 

“Let your voices be heard,” said 
Pina. “Oppose policies that your 
government is executing in your 
name, using your tax dollars that 
are not to the benefi t of other peo-
ples.”

Pina produced the Oscar-nomi-
nated documentary Berkley in the 
’60s, and has over 25 years of fi lm-
making under his belt. 

Living and reporting in Haiti 
was dangerous. On multiple occa-

sions, Pina was forced into hiding 
because of death threats against 
him. 

He was also assaulted, he said, by 
the Haitian police because he pre-
vented them from fi ring on protes-
tors. At that incident, he was pistol-
whipped and left  unconscious on 
the street. He later spent three days 
in jail on the grounds of disrespect-
ing a judge.

“It was scary, it was frightening,” 
Pina said. “I had actually received 
death threats then because of my 
earlier reporting.” 

But even among the violence, 
Pina remains optimistic about the 
situation in Haiti. He has faith in 
the international community to 
create change, the people to make 
their governments accountable 
and in Haitians to continue to 
demonstrate against injustices.

“Haitians — how courageous, 
how resilient, how indomitable is 
their spirit that in the midst of that 
repression they would continue to 
get up and demonstrate day aft er 
day to return their president and 
the former democracy,” he said. 
“Th at was the greatest hope that I 
saw in Haiti.”

His advice to university students 
was to maintain a critical eye on the 
media and not to trust what they 
see or read.  

“We have this wonderful tool 
called the Internet now,” he said. 
“Seek alternative sources of infor-
mation.” 

Th e event was hosted by the 
U of C’s Consortium for Peace 
Studies as part of March for Peace.

News for the unnewsedNews for the unnewsed

For more March for Peace events, visit 
ucalgary.ca/~peaceuc/mfp_discussions.htm

Pina spoke about Haiti.
Claire Fenton/the Gauntlet  
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Silver beats bronze Dinos claim silver at CIS championships

Chris ‘Doc’ Pedersen
Sports Editor

The University of Calgary Di-
nos women’s volleyball team 
traded in four bronze medals for 
a silver medal at this year’s Cana-
dian Interuniversity Sport cham-
pionships in Fredericton, New 
Brunswick.

The Dinos lost to the University 
of British Columbia Thunderbirds 
3–2 (25–20, 22–25, 29–27, 20–25, 

15–9) in the gold medal match on 
Saturday.

In the CIS quarterfinal last 
Thursday, the Dinos defeated the 
university of York Lions 3–0 (25–
18, 25–21, 25–21). 

This win advanced the Dinos to 
the semi-final where they faced 
the number one team in the coun-
try — the University of Montreal 
Carabins.

In a very even contest Friday, 
the Dinos prevailed, beating the 
Carabins 3–2 (19–25, 25–13, 20–
25, 27–25, 15–12).

In the first set against Montre-

al, Calgary lacked finish and de-
termination, finding themselves 
down 20–11. They battled back, 
but ultimately lost the set.

The Dinos followed that up by 
handing the Carabins their worst 
set defeat of the season, beating 
them in every aspect of the game 
in the second set.

The teams traded wins in the 
third and fourth set, leaving the 
match to be decided by a winner-
take-all final set.

Th e teams were even, but the Di-
nos prevailed, handing the Cara-
bins their second loss of the year. 

Th e win set up the all-western fi nal.
In the final, UBC jumped out to 

the early lead and handily took 
the first set. 

The Dinos responded with a de-
termined effort in the second set, 
tying the match at one set apiece.

The Dinos had a chance to take 
the third set, but leading 23–20, 
they allowed the Thunderbirds 
back into the game, ultimately 
losing. 

This put the Dinos in a must 
win situation. 

Th e Dinos responded and played 
for their lives in the fourth set. Ev-

women’s        women’s        volvolleyballleyball ery point was crucial and with this 
in mind, the Dinos were able to 
take down UBC and for the second 
match in a row, Calgary would be 
playing a decisive fi ft h set.

The Dinos, despite the valiant 
effort in the fourth set, came up 
short. 

The Thunderbirds played al-
most perfect volleyball and 
showed why they were the best in 
the country.

UBC’s Kyla Richey played her best 
volleyball of the match, out battling 
Holly Harper to secure the win for 
the Th underbirds.

Dinos fend off UBC in intense west fi nal
Men’s basketball wins Canada West championship, sets sights on CIS fi nal eight

Brad Halasz
Sports Editor

If the University of Calgary 
men’s basketball team were 
writing this they would set aside 

perhaps just one short paragraph to 
describe their Canada West cham-
pionship-winning weekend. 

Th ey do, aft er all, have bigger, 
bolder aspirations: the Canadian 
Interuniversity Sport champion-
ship.

While the team might be focused 
on the CIS fi nal 
eight, fans are 
left  to bask in 
the Dinos’ in-
tense and per-
haps too-close-
for comfort 
80–76 Canada 
West fi nal win 
against the 
home team 
University of 
British Columbia Th underbirds in 
B.C.  on Saturday. 

Th e Dinos got off  to a better-
than-expected start in the fi rst half 
and spent the remainder of the 
game fending off  an off ensive on-
slaught they knew would be coming 
from the home court Th underbirds.

“We got up early in the fi rst half 
and because we were in enemy ter-
ritory we knew they were going to 
make a run with a big crowd and all 
the energy there, so as soon as they 
did make that run, we stayed poised 

and a few guys on our team stepped 
up and made some big plays,” said 
fourth-year forward Ross Bekker-
ing, who tallied eight rebounds in 
the fi rst half.

Big plays are essential to any 
championship-winning narrative, 
and while Ross made several of his 
own, it was his brother Henry and 
fourth-year forward Robbie Sihota 
who stole the show in the dying 
minutes of the game.

Henry’s diving eff ort at an off en-
sive rebound led to Sihota nailing a 
jump shot to take the lead by two 
points. 

It would be Sihota again — this 
time with about 
15 seconds left  
— who would 
convert a clutch 
three-point op-
portunity that 
sealed the deal 
for the Dinos.

Th e Bekker-
ing brothers 
combined for 
39 points in the 

game, while Sihota notched 15.
It seems the Dinos are peaking at 

the right time and have shown they 
are to be feared heading into the CIS 
fi nal eight in Ottawa March 13–15.

Th e Dinos were back at work 
Monday aft er taking the weekend to 
rebel rouse, as one imagines a var-
sity basketball team would do aft er 
winning a championship.

“We enjoyed ourselves Saturday 
night and Sunday was more of a re-
covery day,” said Ross. “We knew as 
soon as we won that it was a matter 

of only a few days that we can actu-
ally enjoy it then we had to get re-
focused, nationals are right around 
the corner.”

“We enjoyed it, now we’re fo-
cused on having a good week in 
practice, we don’t know who we’re 
going to play yet, we just have to do 
the things that got us this far,” Hen-
ry said echoing the we’re-only-half-
way-there sentiment. “And that’s 
basically having good practices and 
not getting caught up in the mo-
ment.”

Dinos head coach Dan Vanhoo-
ren praised his team’s eff orts, but 

was also focused on the week ahead.
“Today’s practice and throughout 

this week will be really tough on the 
guys then we’ll start to taper Friday 
and into next week so that they have 
a lot of energy and they are ready to 
go,” he said.

Th e Dinos will have almost two 
weeks before they play a game — a 
prospect that may irk some teams, 
but Henry says the inbetween time 
is a valued asset.

“Canada West playoff s took so 
much out of us physically, the fi rst 
week you just kind of take care of 
your body and recuperate a bit and 

men’s men’s basketballbasketball

Dinos Henry Bekkering (#15) and Tyler Fidler (#24) battle hard

The Dinos have the weekend off as they do not begin 
the CIS championships until March 13. The fi nals will 

be held in Ottawa.

SCORE

80 76
D I N O S T H U N D E R B I R D S

VS
Keegan Bursaw/the Ubyssey

then aft er that your just right into 
the game plan,” he said.

Vanhooren said the team will 
hold four or fi ve intense practices 
this week before getting a rest on 
the weekend. Leaving for the CIS 
tournament next Wednesday, the 
team hopes their peak-and-taper 
plan will pay off  and perhaps they 
will set aside an entire column to 
dissect what they hope will be a CIS 
championship victory.
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A rookie’s season can be long, 
fi lled with mistakes, spent on 
the bench and getting hazed 

by veterans. Th e season can also be a 
time to grow, learn from mistakes and 
prove you belong. Th e University of 
Calgary Dinos women’s hockey team 
were blessed with an assortment of 
talented rookies this year, comple-
menting the array of veterans return-
ing from last season. Rookies such as 
Melissa Zubick, Sinead Tracy, Danielle 
Braaten, Tanya Morgan, Erin David-
son, Megan Frohaug and Nikki Love 
all contributed to the success of the 
Dinos thus far. But it is the threesome, 

nicknamed the rookie line, comprised 
of forwards Shelby Davey, Elana Lovell 
and Tiara Schoenroth, that have be-
wildered opponents and taken the 
Alberta Colleges Athletics Conference 
by storm. Th e trio have combined for 
49 points and are the leading scor-
ers for the Dinos, earning Davey and 
Lovell spots on the conference all-star 
teams. 
Th e girls have been on the same line 
much of the year and work well to-
gether. 

“When I put those three together 
I saw that they clicked and they see 
each other on the ice,” said Dinos head 

coach Danielle Goyette. “When you 
see chemistry like that you want to 
keep it. “

Th ey all have unique skills and have 
impressed Goyette this year.

“Lovell sees the play really well,” said 
Goyette. “Davey works so hard and 
Tiara, she is the girl who can fi nish 
around the net and has good hands.”

Despite having unique skills, they 
compliment each other on the ice. 

“When you have a playmaker, a 
good shooter and a fi nisher you can 
expect a good result,” said Goyette. 
“Th ey have been good for us this year.” 

While hailing from diverse 

backgrounds, the three found 
their way to the Dinos.

Shelby Davey
It was 1994, Wayne Gretzky broke 

Gordie Howe’s goal record, the New 
York Rangers won the Stanley Cup 
and Shelby Davey began playing hock-
ey in her hometown of Dinsmore, Sas-
katchewan. 

Davey got her start aft er taking fi g-
ure skating for a year and a half. De-
ciding that was not intense enough, 
she switched sports.

“I saw my friend playing hockey 
and I enjoyed watching it, so I thought 

I should play,” said Davey. 
Progressing rapidly as a hockey 

player over the years, she attributed 
her success to her dad and all the en-
couragement and criticism he pro-
vided.

“My role model for hockey is my 
dad,” said Davey. “Th ey [parents] tell 
us what we did wrong, what we did 
well. Basically what we did wrong. It’s 
a good thing because it lets us know 
what we have to work on.”

Trading parental guidance for the 
intensity of university hockey under 
the tutelage of Goyette, Davey came 
to Calgary because she wanted to stay 
close to home. Coming here on a visit, 
she met Goyette and decided this was 
the program for her. Davey loves the 
intensity that Goyette brings to hockey 
and lives for hard work.  

“I would say that the time and eff ort 
we put in is the best part,” said Davey. 
“I like being coached by [Goyette] 
because for every coach win is every-
thing, but for her win is everything.”

She is a true athlete, one who craves 
the win and truly hits her stride during 
playoff s.

“My favourite thing is playoff s be-
cause of the intensity,” said Davey. 
“Th e rush of having to perform well 
because you don’t want to lose.”

No stranger to playoff s and win-
ning championships, Davey was a 
member of the Swift  Current Wildcats 
who won the Mac’s Midget Hockey 
Tournament last year. She was in the 
tournament for four years, winning 
it during her last year with the team.  
Teammate Tiara Schoenroth was also 
a member of that team.  Both Schoen-
roth and Davey agree that the Mac’s 
win was the highlight of their careers.

Elana Lovell, the drifter (from left to right), Tiara Schoenroth, the best dangles, and Shelby Davey, the hard worker.
Chris Pedersen/the Gauntlet

Drifter, Dangles and DaveyDrifter, Dangles and Davey
Dinos rookies savour statistically stupendous seasonDinos rookies savour statistically stupendous season

By Chris ‘Doc’ PedersenBy Chris ‘Doc’ Pedersen

see ROOKIES, page A12
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An important part of hockey is en-
joying its many aspects. Davey, while 
rarely having time to watch hockey on 
television due to a rigorous schedule, 
still has favourite players and teams.

“My favourite team is the Flames,” 
said Davey. “My favourite player is 
Jarome Iginla because he is quite good 
looking. My favourite female player 
is Hayley Wickenheiser because she’s 
Saskatchewan and she’s the best in the 
world.”

Athletes are known for their 
quirky superstitions and pre-
game rituals and if something 
goes awry it can throw off a play-
er’s game. Davey cannot function 
in a game without her ritual of 
shelving a shot during pre-game 
warm-up. 

Davey will be dealing with her 
superstitions this weekend as she 
looks to add to her trophy case and 
win the ACAC championship. She 
will depend on her rookie team-
mates to get the job done.

Tiara Schoenroth
It’s rural Saskatchewan, the wheat 

fi elds lie dormant under a layer of 
snow, the frozen ponds are weary un-
der the weight of skaters and a young 
girl is beginning to learn the craft  
of hockey. Th is was the scene back 
in 1994 when Tiara Schoenroth be-

gan playing hockey at the age of four. 
She pursued the sport while living in 
Shaunavon, Saskatchewan. Like many 
Canadian kids, she looked up to her 
older siblings and wanted to follow in 
their footsteps.

“I started because both my brothers 
played hockey,” said Schoenroth. “So 
whatever they did, I did.”

Schoenroth proved her expertise 
with the stick and helped her team, the 
Swift  Current Wildcats win the Mac’s 
tournament last year. While there is no 
doubt that individual skill is important 
in hockey, having a great role model, 
somebody to teach you, is important.  
She, like Davey, attributes her success 
to her dad, believing that parents are 
infl uential in shaping the success of 
players. 

“Without them we would not be 
here right now,” said Schoenroth.

She decided to leave the wheat 
fi elds and prairie skies, trading it in 
for mountains and a chance to play 
for Goyette.

“I came because it is close to 
home,” said Schoenroth. “I never 
visited the campus, but I talked to 
Danielle Goyette and she is the main 
reason I came.”

Schoenroth’s time with the Di-
nos has been productive. She was 
third on the team in scoring dur-
ing the regular season, behind 

her rookie line mates, and pro-
vided fans with one of the best 
shootout moves ever seen. 

“[Schoenroth] has the most dangles 
on our team, as anyone knows,” said 
Dinos captain Cait O’Hara.  

Schoenroth believes that playing for 
Goyette is an amazing experience and 
the Dinos provide something diff erent 
for her.

“It’s really intense at times, she 
[Goyette] is a really emotional hock-
ey player and so is our entire team,” 
said Schoenroth. “When she tells 
you something, you know she’s been 
through it. Whatever she says you 
know it is going to be right and you 
can trust her.”

Schoenroth is a skill player who 
understands her role on the ice. She is 
not the hard hitter, instead she works 
patiently in the corner to fi nd ways 
to put the puck onto the sticks of her 
teammates.

“I don’t have a lot of goals, I’m more 
of a playmaker, in the corners kind of 
player,” said Schoenroth.

Schoenroth loves the team aspects 
associated with hockey, believing that 
hockey teams win or lose together, not 
as individuals.

“It’s impossible to fi nd the time, 
and when you have the time, you’re so 
tired, you want to sleep all the time,” 
said Schoenroth.

Schoenroth follows hockey sporadi-
cally outside of the Dinos, between 

studying for classes and sleeping.  Her 
favourite team, although she is a little 
ashamed to say it, is the Toronto Maple 
Leafs, followed closely by the Flames.  
She looks up to the women that came 
before her in the sport.

“My favourite woman hockey play-
ers are Hayley Wickenheiser and Dan-
ielle Goyette,” said Schoenroth. “My 
favourite male player is Sidney Crosby 
because he is quite good looking.”

Right now there is no time for 
watching hockey or relaxing.  Schoen-
roth is involved in an intense playoff  
campaign and will look to help the 
Dinos win their fi rst ACAC champion-
ship. 

You will fi nd Schoenroth con-
fusing goalies with her sick moves, 
setting up her teammates, and, if 
you are lucky, you will see one of 
her best moves, the T-move.

Elana Lovell
Hockey players in Canada are 

indoctrinated with the ideals of 
hockey from a young age and most 
kids learn to skate soon aft er walk-
ing. To play hockey in Canada, it 
is either learn quick or you will be 
playing soccer. Th is is not true for 
some gift ed players, one of which is 

Elana Lovell, who got a late start in 
hockey, beginning when she was 11. 
She started playing ringette, but was 
a complete failure and was placed in 
net because her skills were not of a 
level where she could skate properly 
— an inauspicious start to a sports 
career.

Lovell moved to Kamloops a 

year later and there was no ringette 
team, so she couldn’t play. She be-
gan playing pond hockey with her 
dad and improved her skills. A 
year later, a friend of Lovell’s began 
playing hockey and she joined the 
sport.

“I had to convince my mom,” 
said Lovell. “I played with the boys 
for a couple of years and got bet-
ter, by the end of the year, I was the 
best player on the team.”

Lovell eventually joined the Ka-
mloops Mystics and won provin-
cials last year, winning the fi nal 
game 7–3. 

“Winning provincials last year, 
it was definitely a good feeling,” 
said Lovell. “The team that beat 
us last year, we beat in the semi-
finals 4–3. So they were not hap-
py. Then we killed in the finals.”

With minor hockey ending, 
Lovell had a decision regarding 
where to play university puck. 
She doesn’t surf, so west coast 
schools held little appeal. She de-
cided to play where the air is dry 
and the winter’s cold — Calgary.  

“It’s closer to home than any-
where else,” said Lovell. “I didn’t 
like [University of British Co-
lumbia] very much.”

While living in Calgary, Lovell 
still feels that her time in B.C. 
shaped her as a hockey player 
and pays homage to those that 
helped her.  

“I really look up to my trainer 
back home,” she said. “His name 
is Greg. He’s been there for me 

the last five years. In the sum-
mers, he pushed me through. He 
has pretty much got me here.”

While looking up to role mod-
els back home, Lovell feels that 
there is a tremendous amount 
to learn playing in Alberta. Not 
used to being a hard-working 
player, she has learned from the 
veterans on the team.

“If you don’t work hard and 
battle, you’re not going to get 
success,” said Lovell. “I’ve never 
played Alberta hockey, it’s way 
physical compared to B.C. hock-
ey. The first month I was injury 
prone; I was out for a month 
with a groin injury. Then the first 
game back I almost blew out my 
knee.”

Lovell earned a nickname from 
her Dinos teammates in her quest 
to deal with the physical nature 
of Alberta hockey. She does not 
like the nickname and is working 
hard to make people forget it.

“My nickname is Lemon, be-
cause I get injured so much,” said 
Lovell.

She has found her niche on the 
rink and has a distinct playing 
style. 

“I’m a drifter,” said Lovell. “I 
don’t like to move my feet very 
much. I like to set people up and 
use the points.”

She loves to hang back and 
wait for her teammates to get the 
puck, then she makes magic hap-
pen. 

She has been extremely suc-

cessful this season as she was 
fourth in the league in scoring 
and the top scoring Dino, with 13 
goals.  

Despite this talent for finding 
the puck, she is not selfish and 
is more than willing to dish the 
puck off to teammates — dis-
played by her 10 assists this sea-
son.

Outside the rink, Lovell shies 
away from worshipping the 
younger players in the NHL, in-
stead looking up to a player from 
the olden days. 

“My favourite player is Ray 
Bourque, even though I’m a 
forward,” said Lovell. “I loved 
watching him play.”

Her favourite team is never ce-
mented in her mind, and varies 
from the Vancouver Canucks to 
the Colorado Avalanche. 

Moving to Calgary has opened 
her eyes to a world outside of B.C. 
and she is leaning towards the 
Calgary Flames at the moment.

Outside of hockey, Lovell is 
passionate about other sports, in-
cluding soccer, basketball and the 
other popular pastime in Alberta.

“I was a fan of basketball,” said 
Lovell. “I love LeBron James. I 
snowboard, too, but I have only 
gone once this year.”

Broken noses and excruciating 
injuries aside, Lovell is looking to 
bring the heat as she closes out her 
fi rst season with the Dinos. She will 
be working to  help her team win a 
championship.

Chris Pedersen/the Gauntlet

Tiara Schoenroth (left) and Elana Lovell.
Chris Pedersen/the Gauntlet

Shelby Davey.

Rookies, continued from page A11
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Dino women wrestlers throw down to claim CIS gold
w r e s tw r e s t l i n gl i n g
Brad Halasz
Sports Editor

Energy poured from the home 
crowd stands of the Jack Simp-
son Gym last weekend dur-

ing the Canadian Interuniversity 
Sport wrestling championships. En-
ergy seeped through the locker room 
speeches and on to the mat. Energy 
burst through the faces of each contes-
tant, but ultimately it was the harness-
ing of that energy by six University of 
Calgary women wrestlers that allowed 
them to claim as many individual gold 
medals and the CIS women’s team title.

Perhaps no one realized the energy 
of the weekend better than Gen Hal-
ey, who had the nervous privilege of 
watching her fi ve teammates wrestle 

and win one aft er the other before she 
got her chance.

“I was behind the curtain the whole 
time and I peaked my head through to 
watch and one aft er the other I could 
see that we were winning, and I was 
trying not to get too emotionally in-
volved, so I had to focus in,” she said. 
“It’s fun to have that kind of challenge.”

Haley managed to keep her head 
and beat Regina product Jade Parsons 
handedly in a 6–0 decision. Th ere’s no 
doubt Haley was happy to fi ght under 
pressure.

“You have to try and take the energy 
you’re getting from them and try and 
focus it in,” she said. “It’s okay to get 
excited as long as once you’re stepping 
on, you’re able to focus in and use that 
energy properly.”

Haley wasn’t the only one faced with 
the task of mentally processing energy 
— Heidi Erdle won her match aft er 

several momentum shift s caused by 
protests from both sides.

“I won the original match and there 
was a questionable call at the end so 
we had a protest round and I lost the 
protest round,” she said of her gold- 
medal-winning match against the 
University of Saskatchewan’s Amy 
Dyck. “Even just having won then 
knowing you have to wrestle again and 
you could lose.”

Aft er another round the Dinos pro-
tested a questionable call and won.

“I was smiling, I was crying, then I 
was super happy again, then I had to 
refocus because I had another match 
that day,” said Erdle.

Despite the mental strain of protest-
ed calls, Erdle emerged victorious and 
claimed CIS female wrestler of the year 
for her eff orts.

Fift h-year Vanessa Wilson also 
wrestled a too-close-for-comfort 
match, leaving two of the rounds up 
to clinch decisions — both of which 
she lost.

“I did a cut back and it scored for 
me and we took it to third round and 
I thought, ‘Maybe you shouldn’t let 
this one go to clinch since you lost the 
other two,”’ she said of her gold-med-
al-winning match against Simon Fra-
ser  University’s Stacie Anaka adding it 
was nice to beat her at home in her last 
year in CIS.

“It felt really good,” she said. “She’s 
the world junior bronze medalist 
from a couple of years ago; she’s defi -
nitely a tough cookie to beat.”

Another Dino senior, Justine 
Bouchard, fed off  the energy of her 
family’s support as she took down 
Brock’s Celeste Rodrigues to claim 
her gold medal.

“It was better than I expected,” 
she said. “I was expecting to wrestle 
my best and move, but to come out 
and get the points on the board, that 
makes it better. You’re always upset 
when you only see one or two points 
on the board. For me, it felt really 
good.”

Leah Callahan credits the hard 
practices of Dinos coach Andy 
Hutchinson to the excessive winning 
on the weekend.

“We had a hard week of training, 
hard practices and live wrestling,” 
she said. “[Hutchinson] pushed us 
through it and told us we were sup-
posed to be feeling crappy.”

Crappy like a champ, Callahan re-
calls her match.

“It took three rounds. I came out 
on top in the fi rst round and won by 
points. Th e second round was close, 
she threw me to my back and I got 
off . It was an exciting match. Th ird 
round I was leading and got a throw 
and held her there and time ran out.”

Second-year wrestler Erica Wiebe 
stated that although the energy of 
the home crowd was “electric” it was 
Hutchinson that helped propel her 
to her gold medal victory against 
the University of New Brunswick’s 
Rachelle Pinet.

“Our intensity on the mat is a refl ec-

tion of his intensity in coaching,” she 
said.

Heading into her match, Wiebe 
seemed rattled by the rowdy fans. 

“I was trying to focus on my wres-
tling, but I could just hear the crowd.”

Th at didn’t stop her from focusing 
on the task at hand.

“I knew it was going to be a big 
match, but I watched her wrestle the 
day before and I had a game plan that 
I went into the fi nal knowing what I 
had to do to beat her and I executed it 
perfectly,” she said. “I was really disci-
plined, and that’s what my coaches and 
teammates told me to do.”

With such a dominant fi nish at the 
CIS fi nals, it’s no wonder all six girls 
have aspirations for the 2012 Olym-
pics. Many have already banked sev-
eral national level matches and now 
turn to international exposure to build 
their name.

Rest assured the time spent in the 
Dino system will be carried with them, 
as the fi ft h-years look to other endea-
vours.

Wilson summed up being a Dino 
best.

“I started out as a Junior Dino,” she 
said. “In your fi rst year you’re really shy 
and you don’t really know anybody, by 
the end of the fi ft h year you’re super 
outgoing and you realize it’s a close-
knit family. It’s cool giving our rookies 
advice. We had some of our Junior Di-
nos come up to me and know me by 
name and I didn’t even know some of 
them. Th is is weird for me.”
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And la bamsha, it’s in
Lady Dinos advance to ACAC fi nals

Chris ‘Doc’ Pedersen
Sports Editor

There comes a time during the 
year when the adrenalin re-
ally starts fl owing, the rage 

inside increases and players realize 
that if they screw up, it’s over — the 
playoff s. 

Th e University of Calgary wom-
en’s hockey team won the Alberta 
Colleges Athletic Conference semi-
fi nal playoff  series 2–0 against the 
Grant MacEwan College Griffi  ns 
last weekend. Game one of the se-
ries went to the Dinos 1–0 and the 
Dinos won game two 3–2. 

Th e fi rst game of the series was 
dominated by Calgary, who outshot 
the Griffi  ns 28–9. 

“I think it’s the fi rst time in a 
while that we’ve really come togeth-
er as a team,” said veteran forward 
Cait O’Hara. 

Aft er nothing of interest hap-
pened in the fi rst period, the Dinos 
established their dominance in the 
second. 

Seven minutes in, Dinos for-
ward Elana Lovell stickhandled into 
the Griffi  n zone, but the puck was 
poke-checked away from her. Tiara 

Schoenroth gathered the loose puck 
and fl icked a quick pass to forward 
Shelby Davey, who one-timed it in 
for the opening goal of the game.

“E [Lovell] tried to do a little dan-
gle thingla-ma-jig,,” said Schoen-
roth. “It dribbled back and I saw 
Shelby right away, and — la-bam-
sha — on to her stick and in.”

Th e third period was not fi lled 
with goals, but there were two mas-
sive hits, resulting in the players 
asking for the licence plates of the 
trucks that ran them over. 

With the puck in front of the 
player benches, Dinos forward 
Tanya Morgan slammed Griffi  ns 
forward Jenna Reichert into the 
boards. Morgan was assessed a 
boarding penalty and Reichert was 
extremely slow to get up.

“Th e one [hit] by Morgan, the girl 
just turned and it was basically bad 
luck,” said forward Ali Webb. “It 
was too bad she had to get kicked 
out for it.”

Th e Griffi  ns exacted revenge and 
took down Schoenroth. Schoenroth 
was alone on a breakaway, and just 
as she was about to shoot, was hit 
from behind, sending her crashing 
headfi rst into the boards. 

“T [Schoenroth] had a straight 
breakaway,” said O’Hara. “The 
girl tackled her from behind, 

straight-up owned her.”
Th e Dinos travelled to Edmonton 

Saturday for game two looking to 
close out the series. 

Th e Dinos jumped out to the ear-
ly 2–0 lead, before letting the Grif-
fi ns back in the game.

“Th ey got a goal, and then we 
got a power play [and] one of our 
shots got blocked at the point, and 
we couldn’t catch up to them,” said 
Lovell. “I think our closest player 
was at the red line, and they scored.” 

All season long, when these two 
teams played each other, the games 
were decided by one goal. 

“We knew it was going to come 
down to the next person that scored 
was going to win,” said Lovell. 
“Luckily we got the next goal and 
we just kept it.”

Th e Dinos will play the Mount 
Royal Cougars, who defeated the 
SAIT Trojans in the other semi-fi nal.

“You can’t look back and say, ‘Oh, 
Mount Royal fi nished last, we fi n-
ished fi rst, we got this down pat,’ ” 
said O’Hara. “Everyone changes in 
playoff s and it’s a new team, it’s a 
new league, a new season basically.”

The ACAC best of 5 fi nal begins at the Olympic 
Oval on March 6. The Dinos host the Mount Royal 

Cougars in game one at 7:30 pm. Game two will be 
played at Centennial Arena on March 8 at 7:45 pm.

women’s women’s hockeyhockey
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It is not uncommon to hear ac-
cusations of bias directed to-
wards news media organiza-

tions in North America. From the 
CBC as a socialist mouthpiece to Fox 
News’ right-wing corporate agenda, 
it seems no media outlet is able to 
escape at least some fi nger pointing. 
Although there are exceptions, these 
types of accusations are frequently 
based more in political partisanship 
and ignorance than fact. Nowhere is 
this more true than in the case of the 
world’s fi rst English language news 
outlet based out of the Middle East: 
Al Jazeera English.

It is believed that in the next few 
weeks, AJE will apply to the CRTC for a 
licence to broadcast throughout Can-
ada, with hopes of being on the air 
sometime this fall. Th is has been met 
with much malice by Canadians with 
limited exposure to the Qatar-based 
media organization. A recent poll in 
the Calgary Sun found 78 per cent of 
respondents do not want the CRTC to 
grant AJE permission to broadcast in 
Canada. While the Sun’s readership is 
probably not a fair representation of 
Canadian society at large, the fact that 

Labiba Majeed
Gauntlet Opinions

President Barack Obama has 
brought new plans, some praised 
and others not so much. One of his 
most anticipated plans is the shut-
ting down of Guantanamo Bay, 
which raises the question of how 
and where will the detainees be 
kept. A solution gaining popular-
ity with speed in the Middle East 
is rehab centres to de-radicalize 
terrorists. Terrorists or jihadists 
complete a rehab course lasting 
eight to 12 weeks that includes re-
ligious classes, academic courses, 
therapy, constant access to librar-
ies and recreational activities (like 
video games and sports), instead 
of Guantanamo’s inhumane condi-
tions. One of the most well-known, 
and successful, rehab programs 
today is run by Saudi Arabia at the 
Hayar Care Center, where some 
detainees can look forward to cash 

awards upon graduation. 
Th ere have been many cases of 

failed attempts at rehab and there 
have been some success stories as 
well. Ahmed Al-Shayea, for in-
stance, completed the program and 
became its poster boy, advocating it 
to the press. 

“Th ere is no jihad,” he said. “We 
are just instruments of death.”

Rehab for militants and terror-
ists is advantageous only if other 
measures are taken with it. It can 
never be confi rmed whether a con-
vert truly is one or if it was all an 
act for the cash reward at the end. 
Th is would call for a longer rehab 
program, with psychiatrists ex-
amining detainees regularly and 
keeping tabs on students even aft er 
they graduate. What seems disturb-
ing is that these individuals are let 
loose aft er a matter of weeks, when 
they were once detained for several 
years at a time. Th e mental stabil-
ity of such a person is certainly 

not assured. If the world is to ac-
cept this as the next solution, then 
a stricter curriculum and a global 
standard needs to be implemented. 
As former CSIS chief and terrorism 
expert David Harris said, “It gives 
me no confi dence that the Saudis 
are equipped, let alone seriously 
disposed, to bring about a shift  in 
the behaviour of supremacist think-
ing. It sounds progressive, but then 
I wake up.”

Truly, changing the supremacist 
thinking of most terrorists and lev-
eling it down to one common men-
tality is quite a remarkable feat and 
can only be accomplished through 
trial and time. Th ere is, however, 
another variable that could aff ect 
whether Canada comes to accept 
this and joins the several other 
countries, like Singapore, Egypt, 
Yemen, Iraq, Jordan, Great Britain 
and the Netherlands, that already 
have funding. From the recession, 
issues like wasteful spending can af-

fect how much funding can be put 
into such a program. Th e British 
Defence Department lost £300 mil-
lion due to poor bookkeeping and 
unexplained errors and Alberta’s 
VIP jets reserved for cabinet min-
isters that fl ew 230 times without a 
single passenger, coming to a total 
of 65,000 kilometres basically wast-
ed. If we cannot come up with the 
money, we can’t do it.

In a situation where funding is 
possible and a program can be run, 
organizers would also have to look 
into the reaction of other non-ter-
rorist detainees. It is extremely like-
ly that other delinquents would fi nd 
this approach completely unjust 
and like a vacation for terrorists. 

Rehab can help detainees who 
have already committed their 
crimes and been caught. It can cer-
tainly change some perspectives 
and maybe reform a few. What it 
cannot do is prevent youngsters 
from becoming prey to militant 

instructors and distorted ideology 
in the future. A youngster might 
think twice before becoming a full-
fl edged terrorist when presented 
with the notion that they might be 
imprisoned or sentenced to death, 
but will not do so when a luxurious 
house with room service and cash 
rewards lies at the end of the tun-
nel. One major function of incar-
ceration is to deter future criminals, 
something that rehab cannot and 
does not do. A terrorist might not 
ever think about the consequences 
of committing a crime. It may pac-
ify a terrorist, but cannot prevent 
someone from becoming one.

Before committing to rehab, 
countries must fully weigh all the 
options, benefi ts and disadvantag-
es. Canada should consider adopt-
ing rehab, without letting loose its 
graduates, or abandoning the idea 
of incarceration. But for now, wait-
ing for proper results of actual suc-
cess rates might be the best option.

its readers feel as strongly as they do is 
somewhat telling. 

Th e Sun clearly represents a cer-
tain demographic of readers. Th ose 
looking for in-depth analysis of cur-
rent events would best be served 
elsewhere. Moreover, with the highly 
centralized nature of news media in 
Canada, it can be diffi  cult for alter-
native viewpoints to be heard. AJE 
would provide a unique lens for Ca-
nadians to view international cur-
rent events. Th eir mission statement 
claims to provide “independent, im-
partial news for a global audience 
and to off er a voice to a diversity of 
perspectives from under-reported 
regions.” Th is all sounds pretty good, 
so why the hostility? Aft er all, it’s one 
thing to say that you wouldn’t watch a 
particular news service, but quite an-
other to demand its censor. 

Unfortunately, the simple ability to 
answer the Sun’s poll question with 
a “yes” or “no” prevents us from un-
derstanding the rationale behind the 
overwhelming resistance to AJE. Per-
haps it is about a perceived anti-West-
ern bias within the network. Sure, AJE 
claims to be impartial, but how do we 
know they’ll live up to this? Fox News 
claims to be fair and balanced — I 
would suggest taking this with a grain 
of salt. Yet, there was no fuss when 
Fox applied for and received approval 
from the CRTC. 

Th e real reason for the aversion 

to AJE is based mainly in ignorance. 
Th e belief, then, is this outlet from 
the Middle East must be associ-
ated with terrorists wanting to spout 
anti-democracy hatred. It would 
probably surprise many of the 
78 per cent to learn that AJE is headed 
by a Canadian and former editor-in-
chief of the CBC. Or that it has re-
ceived an Amnesty International Me-
dia Award, as well as an International 
Emmy nomination. 

In just over two years since its 

launch, AJE has gained an audience 
of over 140 million households in 
more than 100 countries — includ-
ing Israel. Its journalists have proven 
themselves by bringing stories to the 
masses that otherwise would likely 
have gone unreported. Th ey were the 
only English language news outlet to 
broadcast from within Gaza during 
the most recent Israeli siege, show-
ing a side of the confl ict unavailable 
to Canadians. 

Th e CRTC needs to approve Al 

Jazeera English’s application. A free 
and open media is a cornerstone of 
our society and AJE should have the 
chance to prove its worth. Canadi-
ans deserve the option to receive 
their news from this source and AJE 
deserves the same rights any other 
foreign channel receives. Perhaps 
the ability to tune in to AJE would 
broaden the minds of some of those 
78 per cent who are so opposed to the 
channel and remove some of their in-
grained ignorance.

Tyler Wolfe
Gauntlet Ramblings

Fighting for a free and open media

Treating violence Is rehab a good option for terrorists?
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One hanged mountain goat, 
41 stingrays, four gorillas, 
a baby hippo and a baby 

elephant dead at the Calgary Zoo 
in the past four years. Calgary Zoo 
president Clement Lanthier cleared 
up the stingray controversy by stat-
ing, “I think we need to be very 
frank here. Our main expertise is 
not in fi sh here at the Calgary Zoo.” 
A few public statements from zoo 
spokespeople and business goes 
on as usual. Th e main idea behind 
zoos is conservation, recreation, 
education and the repopulation of 
endangered species. We can end-
lessly hear of all the responsibili-
ties of zoo workers, the rational-
izing for unexpected deaths and 
the optimistic endeavours of the 
future, but at the end of the day, all 
it takes is one look at a seemingly 
sedated lion to understand that 
conservation is on the back burner 
to human interests. So, why do we 
tolerate, or worse yet encourage, 
the captivity of wild animals, miles 

from their natural habitats? 
Most, if not all, zoo animals have 

insuffi  cient space to develop and 
grow in a “natural” environment, 
where their biological needs are 
met. Th ough it doesn’t take a ge-
nius to guess, psychologists have 
discovered that animals in captivity 
become depressed and even psy-
chotic due to a lack of stimulation 
and space. Animal rights activist 
Maneka Gandhi found 
that “more than 60 per 
cent of the animals 
in [Indian] zoos have 
marks on their heads 
because of continuous-
ly banging their heads 
against the bar.” Here, 
Zoo Check Canada, 
an animal protection 
charity, has been work-
ing towards freeing Lucy, an Asian 
elephant at the Edmonton Zoo, 
who, though naturally a very social 
creature, lives unhealthily alone. 
Even former Th e Price Is Right host 
Bob Barker has said he will go to 
Edmonton if it means that Lucy can 
be taken to an American elephant 
sanctuary for her own well-being. 
Take a brief look at a number of 
Lucy’s ailments over the past 28 
years and judge the conservational 

benefi ts of her captivity: pus oozing 
from tip of tail (1983); chronic ear 
infection (1990); arthritis (1991); 
white discharge from trunk (1994); 
conjunctivitis (1999); open mouth 
breathing, sore on trunk (2004); not 
eating or drinking,  will not open 
mouth, diarrhea and early stages of 
colic (2008). 

Everything about a zoo is unnat-
ural. A fi ve-year-old could tell you 

that lions, elephants, giraff es and 
hippos belong in Africa. So what 
are they doing in North America, 
subject to 30-below weather? Ac-
cording to Les Schobert — a former 
general curator of the Los Ange-
les and North Carolina zoos, with 
30 years experience in the fi eld 
— they’re standing on concrete, 
squished into a space no larger 
than a two-car garage, also known 
as their winter home. Sometimes 

they do get to go outside, to endure 
harsh conditions that would never 
occur in their natural habitat. Two 
African baboons froze to death at 
the Magnetic Hill Zoo in Moncton 
this past December aft er one zoo-
keeper accidentally locked them 
out in -20C degree weather. When a 
lioness at the Vancouver Zoo killed 
a golden eagle during a raptor show, 
a spokesperson said that the same 

would have happened 
in the wild, because 
“cats eat birds.” How-
ever, this death was 
not inevitable. Lions 
do not reside any-
where near golden 
eagles in the natural 
world.  

Animals face nu-
merous threats in the 

wild, from hunting practices to 
global warming. Without a doubt, 
these are issues that cannot be ig-
nored, but it is absurd to believe 
that removing species from their 
natural habitat and placing them in 
captivity for eventual reintegration 
(which rarely occurs) will prevent 
these issues from worsening. Ani-
mals are part of our natural envi-
ronment and we must take an active 
interest in their livelihood through 

actual habitat protection, poaching 
prevention and fi eld observation. 

Gerald Durrell, a former zoo-
keeper, naturalist, conservationist 
and author, saw that only entire 
populations of animals under im-
mediate threat should ever be part 
of a captive breeding program, as 
a short-term solution. Th ese mea-
sures should be taken not only for 
the sake of species survival, but 
also for our own maintenance of 
the planet. When we observe wild 
creatures in artifi cial, domesticated 
environments, we are not witness-
ing anything near the complex real-
ity, so what are we really learning? 
Moreover, we teaching younger 
generations that we have a superi-
ority over animals which not only 
allows us, but entitles us, to en-
close them in small, boring, unliv-
able spaces for our entertainment. 
In the words of philosopher Peter 
Singer, “Pain and suff ering are bad 
and should be prevented or mini-
mized, irrespective of the race, sex 
or species of the being that suff ers . . 
. pains of the same intensity and du-
ration are equally bad, whether felt 
by humans or animals.” We must 
ask ourselves how we would expect 
to be treated if our role in the wild 
were reversed.

Th e Alberta Advantage, a slogan that once 
cast Alberta as an attractive province to live, 
accentuating its “low taxes, no debt and other 
fi scal milestones,” is apparently due for a make-
over. Th e slogan defi ned Alberta for 15 years, 
but Roxanna Benoit, executive director of Al-
berta’s public aff airs bureau, believes that a new 
slogan portraying an environmentally friendly 
oilsands will better draw attention to Alberta’s 
evolved identity. Describing Alberta as having 
“[a] can-do attitude, dynamic people, diver-
sity, culture and future directions,” Benoit trusts 
that shift ing the focus of Alberta’s image from 
sketchy environmental practices to its inviting 
citizens and their stories will naturally cast the 
province in a brighter light. However, cleaning 
up appearances does not clean up the environ-
ment.

In this month’s seminal government docu-
ment, “Responsible Actions: A Plan for Al-

berta’s Oilsands,” a balance between developing 
the oilsands with “environmental protection, 
social responsibility and economic success” is 
discussed. Unfortunately, Alberta’s rebranding 
does not promote this. Alberta’s new slogan, a 
project that will consume $25 million in three 
costly years, is a task solely targeting Alberta’s 
appearance, not the promotion of green oil-
sands practices. If the environment is such a 
concern, then investing the money on explor-
ing options and actually attempting to correct 
the situation is one way that this money could 
be better spent. 

In regards to such an idea, Edmonton Progres-
sive Conservative MLA Th omas Lukaszuk draws 
into account the fact that “all oil has a footprint.” 
Oilsands excavation, most of which is done by 
open-pit mining, is a dirty process. Of course, ba-
sic preservation of the environment is expected 
and perhaps, with extra funding, these practices 
could be fi ne-tuned, but there is no escaping the 
negative impact on the environment. Whether 
industries are mining for coal or dissecting the 
earth for oil, surrounding habitats will always 
be upset; the deaths of a few hundred ducks and 
other species are not going to change.

Alberta: name that slogan!
A questionable face for Alberta’s new identityCam Cotton-O’Brien

Pidgeon Talk

Six days from when this 
article is published I will 
pie the Gauntlet staff. I’ve 
been threatening this for 
weeks, but I am still unsure 
whether people around the 
office believe me or not. 
Anyway, the matter will 
be cleared up in a few 
short days.

It is ridiculously 
easy to pie people 
next week. All that 
you have to do is 
walk down to the 
foyer in front of the 
Engineering Students’ 
Society and chat with 
the pie squad, who will 
be set up at a table there. 
Th ey will happily tell 
you that each pie costs 
fi ve dollars. From there, 
it’s just a matter of pick-
ing targets.

I’m gonna have a lot of 

targets next week, so it should 
keep the engineers busy. They’ll 

come up to the office around din-
nertime, laden down with nu-
merous cream-filled crusts and 
call out the names of my vic-
tims. Unfortunately, these folks 
will then have a couple of op-

tions. They can take the 
pie, pay an additional 

five dollars on top 
of the original 
price and redirect 
the pie to someone 
else or they can pay 
$10 over the original 

price and take the pie 
to eat.
Th ere are sure to be 

some redirections, but a 
good deal of the Gauntlet 
staff  will wind up kneeling 
on a garbage bag and tak-
ing a pie in the face. It will 

bring me endless mirth.

Everything about a zoo is 
unnatural. A fi ve-year-old could tell 
you that lions, elephants, giraffes 
and hippos belong in Africa.

How the Gauntlet got pied

Kathryn Aedy
Gauntlet Opinions

The cruelty of zoos

Meagan Meiklejohn
Word Playa

see renaming, page B5

Questioning the morality of a child’s favourite place

photo illustration: Paul Baker and 
John McDonald/the Gauntlet
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How did we do?

www.su.ucalgary.ca

This year has been a big year 
for the Students’ Union. We 
kicked things off  with a massive 

Orientation Week. On the sustainability 
side of  things students and university 
administrators came together at SU 
Green Cafés to discuss ways to learn and 
live green. We were able to recognize the 
diversity of  your achievements with the 
launch of  the Co-Curricular records and 
helped you develop your leadership skills 
with the first ever SU Leadership Summit.  
On the advocacy front we listened to 

what you had to say about the proposed 
tuition increase during our public tuition 
consultations. Additionally, our sustained 
lobbying efforts have led the University 
to approve the construction of  a new 
600 bed residence to help address 
student housing needs. We listened to 
your concerns around the proposed 
Faculty Amalgamation by hosting a 
number of  Faculty Town-Halls and we 
introduced video e-mails this year to 
find a more interactive way of  getting in 
touch and communicating with students. 
The feedback we received from students 
through last year’s SU Survey guided us 
toward many of  these initiatives. 

Believe it or not we’re just weeks 
away from the last day of  school which 

means our terms as SU elected officials 
are almost up. We want to get an idea of  
how we did, and what we can do better to 
serve and represent students in the future. 
We are well aware of  how circumstances 
for students can vary from year to year 
which might have an impact on your 
overall experience at the University of  
Calgary. We want to know what issues are 
important to you and what type of  events 
you would like to see. This information 
will help your incoming elected officials 
provide you with the best year possible. 
The SU is a dynamic organization 
that does its best to adapt to the ever 
changing needs and wants of  students. 
It is incredibly important for us to seek 
feedback from you and equally important 

for you to provide us with that feedback.  
An online survey was sent out to you 

and we encourage you to take ten minutes 
to fill it out and let us know how we did 
and what we can do better. You can 
also find the SU Survey on-line at www.
su.ucalgary.ca. 

It’s been a pleasure serving you this 
year and I look forward to continuing 
to do so until the end of  the semester. I 
hope to see all of  you at Bermuda Shorts 
Day on April 17. 

Dalmy Baez
President

Omg, wut r u doing 2nite?” is a com-
mon sight in both text and instant 
messages. To older generations 

this looks strange, even foreign, but to most 
students, this is now the English language. 
Long gone are the days of proper grammar, 
full sentences and punctuation, replaced in 
the modern age of speed and technology by 
“chat-speak.”

Chat-speak, or 1337 speak, is a shortened 
form of written language in which words 
are condensed to their phonetic sounds, 
abbreviations or similar symbols such as 
“@,” “BRT” or “ur.” These shortened writ-
ten forms of their actual spelling serve the 
purpose of saving time while typing or tex-
ting, but they have evolved to the point of 
becoming colloquially verbalized such as 
“LOL.” Often this 1337 speak becomes a 
meme for certain subcultures (4chan, any-
one?). 

Some have argued that this degradation 
of our English language is actually counter 
productive as it leaves the next generation 
lacking knowledge of proper grammar and 
punctuation. However, let us step back and 
look through history and see how the Eng-
lish language has evolved.

English can be symbolized as a river. 
Borrowing much of its dialect and gram-
mar from other languages, such as Ger-
man, Dutch, French, Anglo-Saxon, as well 
as Welsh, just to name a few, English is little 
more than the love child of Britannia’s his-
tory. Th is river has its contributors and other 
languages “fl ow” into it. Many of our aca-
demic words come from Latin and Greek. 
English has never been concrete and it never 
will be.

Whether or not you agree or disagree that 

Two types of arguments promote change 
to the English language. Th e fi rst is nega-
tive, in that it requires no action: propo-

nents argue that language is going to change re-
gardless of intervention. Th e second is a positive 
take on the fi rst, meaning that actions must be 
taken to encourage the process. Both are wrong.

To claim that the English language will re-
main static is false. One does not need to read 
back far before the gap of time is evident; this 
is the evolution of language. English is no bet-
ter or worse than it was 50 or 100 years ago, al-
though certain words have fallen out of fashion. 

Misusing a word that was meant to describe 
a diff erent idea is bad form and the term evo-
lution is a good example. In the previous in-
stance — with no connotation of improvement 
— it is correct to say that language has evolved. 
However, to insinuate intent changes the 
meaning of evolving entirely. It is a common 
mistake that originates in the misunderstand-
ing of a simple scientifi c principle by thinking 
things get better as they evolve. If one means to 
say the word changed with intent, one should 
use improved.

Many circumstances have given us reason 
to adopt new customs in the English language 
and only necessary changes should be ac-
cepted. New technologies, for instance, have 
demanded new words for which the idea did 
not exist before. To speak of input, for instance, 
would have been nonsensical before the advent 
of the computer.

Two other examples from the past 50 years 
are the changing of the word gay to mean ho-
mosexual and the replacement of the male 
prefi x with a gender neutral term, so mankind 
becomes humankind. It is diffi  cult to change 
words to eliminate a negative connotation, 
which is why Indian became Native, which be-

Considering the English 
language s evolution

steps should be taken to remove apostro-
phes from signs, it is impossible to argue 
that English doesn’t evolve. 

Is it really such a bad thing that the 
“Queens English” is no longer the “Queen’s 
English?” Do apostrophes describing the 
possessive really dictate so much of the 
English language that we can’t move on? 

English majors fi ght for their language, 
but the rest of the world has moved on. If 
it weren’t for the open-mindedness of the 
majority of society and their embracing of 
new ideas and words, then we would still be 
speaking Old English. And seriously, does 
anyone besides English majors understand 
what Shakespeare was saying? No. But do 
we still love him? Yes. Why? Because he 
was an innovative thinker and writer who 
contributed to the English language just as 
much as Apple has.

Th e greatest thing about the English 
language is its ability to change and its all-
encompassing nature. We, as its speakers, 
not only use our own language, but we of-
ten allow the inclusion of other languages, 
including technology, as if they were natu-
rally a part of English to begin with. Th e 
evolution of our language is in part due to 
the increased globalization of our society. 
Language is not concrete, nor is it stead-
fast. It is a tangible, malleable substance, 
one we mold and shape with our minds and 
mouths. 

So if you want to meet for lunch today 
at Kings Court, or if you want to m337 f0r 
di|\||\|3r 70|\|ig|-|7, 0r |-|00k up, I would 
love too. Language changes. Deal with it or 
learn Hebrew.

Tristan Taylor

came First Nations. Almost all minorities have 
undergone these changes, but the term gay is 
remarkable for its sticking power. As with man-
kind, it became obvious to all that the term is 
exclusive of women and so was changed.

Th e second argument, the positive one, stems 
from laziness. To say that a word does not exist 
to express one’s idea should be seen as a sign of 
ignorance, rather than a shortcoming of the lan-
guage. Th is approach is typically argued by say-
ing that nothing can be done to stop the change, 
so we might as well embrace everything.

Changes that occur without reason are caused 
by usages that are not understood or by at-
tempts to increase profundity. When Ron Bur-
gundy in Anchorman misuses “when in Rome,” 
it is funny because the phrase is no longer con-
nected to its meaning. As with Birmingham (or 
Tim Hortons), to take away the apostrophe in a 
name takes away its possessive status and makes 
it plural. Th us it is not a man named Tim Hor-
ton that owned the company, but is named aft er 
many men named Tim Horton.

Both examples indicate a problem. Our edu-
cation system has failed us — the rule is not a 
diffi  cult one to understand and is even more 
crucial because it is the type of error a spell-
check system is unlikely to catch. Worse still, 
sloppy grammar is a sure sign of sloppy think-
ing. Being required to fulfi ll word minimums in 
secondary school has led to the verbal mastur-
bation many produce, where common phrases 
are strung together without an understanding 
of the ideas they express. Vague writing means 
the author was not sure of his original intent and 
so chose words that convey arbitrary meaning, 
instead of beginning with meaning and fi nding 
the best words to represent it.

Eric Mathison

“

The SU View is provided by the Students’ Union and published without Gauntlet editorial revision.
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In today’s age, when society’s 
perception of what is right 
or wrong is constantly in 

question, we are bombarded with 
the notion that our reality could, 
ironically, very well not be real. 
This is of utmost importance to us 
because if we don’t keep up with 
the advancements that our soci-
ety is making, technologically or 
otherwise, we could be lost in the 
dust. 

Last Monday, a coffee shop 
opened in Vassalboro, a small 
city in central Maine, but some-
thing was different about it. What 
makes this café different from 
your ordinary Starbucks or Sec-
ond Cup is that it is operated by 
topless staff. 

A number of residents have 

objected to the planning and op-
eration of such a business, but 
according to the city, nothing is 
illegal about it. Responsibly, the 
business has posted two signs out-
side the building that read, “Over 
18 only” and “No cameras, no 
touching, cash only.” 

As a matter of fact, so long 
as minors are kept out of the 
building, there really isn’t any-
thing wrong with the operation of 
such an establishment. This place 
is actually beginning to sound like 
a strip club that will serve its pa-
trons specialty coffee and a close-
up of topless men and women, for 
whoever would want to see such 
a thing. 

Before people begin to object to 
the café, it should be kept in mind 
that the waitresses and waiters 
have applied to work there of their 
own accord. Those people want to 
be half-nude while they serve cof-
fee aficionados. If any blame is 
going to be aimed at an establish-
ment such as this, you should first 

consider the type of people who 
would want to work at this type of 
business. 

There is a place for everything 
in our society: drinkers will go to 
bars or clubs, the lascivious have 
strip clubs, shoppers have malls, 

Roman Auriti
Reality Check

Ref lections on a 
titillating café

vehicles have roads and in the 
case of the topless café, those who 
want to enjoy a coffee while being 
waited upon by a topless man or 
woman can certainly go there.

 Imagine if this business has 
specialty or themed working days. 

Would you object to a topless man 
or woman serving you a pump-
kin spiced latté while wearing a 
witch’s hat or, instead of having a 
left hand, brandishing a claw like 
Captain Hook from Peter Pan?

What this issue boils down to 
is whether or not society is ready 
for such a liberal establishment, 
but when strip clubs, sex toy 
stores and phone sex are readily 
available to whoever wants to try 
them, the answer is obvious: enjoy 
the establishment if you want and 
don’t go near it if you don’t.
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There are a lot of myths sur-
rounding just what exactly is 
a solar community. We have 

one not too far away — shocking 
isn’t it? Drake Landing of Okotoks, 
Alberta was created four years ago 
as a pilot project by ATCO Gas and 
Sterling Homes to see if solar panels 
actually make your typical suburban 
home more effi  cient. Th e university’s 
own Urban Calgary Students Asso-
ciation ventured out to Okotoks last 
Saturday to see it. Th e good news is 
that they’ve found a way to get wa-
ter and electricity working together 
without getting electrocuted. Th e 
bad news is that it’s still a typical 
suburban community. It all breaks 
down rather simply: every year this 
community uses a network of 800 
solar thermal collectors on garage 

roofs to heat an anti-freeze-like gly-
col solution which gets channelled to 
52 homes. Th is provides 90 per cent 
of required space heating energy for 
an average suburban home, cutting 
energy needs by 60 per cent. Drake 
landing has nearly one year left  in its 
fi ve-year pilot program.

Now I don’t know if you’ve noticed 
this too, but Cal-
gary is sinking un-
der the weight of its 
thousands of boxy-
looking, cheaply-
built developments, 
most of which crit-
ics usually liken to 
utilitarian capitalist feces not seen 
since socialist housing projects. Of 
course, blame can not be consigned 
to developers alone, the issue here 
goes deeper than the widespread be-
lief that these cookie cutter homes are 
poorly built, but the public attitude 
toward them alone reduces their ap-
peal, effi  ciency and ultimately their 
design. Tom Howard, VP academic of 
UrbanCSA, outlined two fundamental 

issues of the bedroom suburb: “Many 
residents likely commute to Calgary 
for work, somewhat off setting the 
positive aspects of the development. 
Furthermore, the community was 
and is not engaged in any sort of plan-
ning, design or governance process.” 

Urban studies student Desiree Geib 
commented, “It seems as though the 

houses themselves are not designed 
to take advantage of this new tech-
nology.” 

It seems to me that Calgarians 
want, whether vocally or on some 
unconscious level, to be involved in 
designing their own living arrange-
ments. Instead, the amount of citi-
zens who criticize suburban housing 
is roughly equal to the amount of Tim 
Hortons coff ee cups tossed into the 

dead space of kitchen cabinets and 
poorly insulated ceilings, as if this 
were the only way to leave some last-
ing imprint in the city. And speaking 
of dead space, one that belongs in an 
Alberta record book is the distance 
between Drake Landing’s solar ther-
mal homes and Calgary which sup-
ports most of its occupants through 

work, social or 
economic needs. 
Not that Ur-
banCSA advocates 
this idea, but in 
the space we saw 
during the hour-
long drive it took 

our bus to fi nd this place, you could 
put enough solar panels to power the 
hundreds of health clubs and gyms 
people use to escape the monotony of 
an outdoor stroll or bike ride in the 
typical Calgary community. I would 
bet my recycled backpack that no one 
is riding a bike into downtown Cal-
gary all the way from Okotoks every 
morning. An article titled “Calgary, 
as the dreamers saw it” released last 

week outlining the city as it “could 
have been,” reintroduced Calgary’s 
utopian plans from the dusty clutches 
of some old planners drawer onto the 
starving front page of the Calgary 
Herald. Th ere was no mention of one 
very simple concept of what the city 
of the future should hopefully be — 
closer.

We mustn’t judge this community 
too harshly, for it is a large step for-
ward for research on sustainability in 
North America. But for those mem-
bers of UrbanCSA who travelled to 
Europe not eight short months ago, 
visiting cities that support thousands 
of homes on photovoltaic energy, 
Drake Landing and its technology 
was in no way surprising. Instead, 
our hearts were full of some cool re-
membered community in Freiburg, 
Germany where homes automati-
cally sell excess energy into the grid 
and into the wallet of the relaxed oc-
cupant. 

The quest for clean living Analyzing sustainability in housing

Jon Gregg
Gauntlet Opinions

Furthermore, labelling Alberta as 
having an environmentally conscious 
oilsands production has no relevance 
to Alberta’s identity or its “stories.” 
Alberta’s identity “will be based on 
people telling their own stories,” Lu-

kaszuk explains, not on the symbol-
ism of a slogan. Why is a defi nition 
even necessary? No other province 
feels the need to promote themselves 
in such a way as to sum-up their value 
with a few meaningless words. If Al-

berta is as diverse as we would like to 
have others believe, then we cannot 
possibly expect our province to be 
described in just one phrase.

Masking the grit and grime of the 
oilsands with a fl ashy new name will 

only magnify environmental issues 
if corrective measures are not pur-
sued. However, complete cleanliness 
will not be seen until oilsands min-
ing has been completed — a date no 
one can yet assign. In the meantime, 

wasting $25 million on a new slo-
gan that falsely advertises Alberta is 
as ridiculous as attempting to name 
the new Doritos fl avour, except win-
ning the Doritos contest would put 
$25,000 in your back pocket.

Renaming, continued from page B2
Jon Gregg is the VP design of UrbanCSA.

No one is riding a bike into downtown 
Calgary all the way from Okotoks 
every morning. 
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In the ’80s, aft er the oil crash, a car 
bumper sticker with the tagline 
pleading with God for a second 

opportunity and promising “not to 
piss it away” gained popularity in post-
National Energy Program Alberta. 
People who had their house foreclosed 
wished they had saved their money for 
a rainy day instead of quickly spend-
ing it all. But all of that was forgotten 
when the price of oil and gas again 

roared though the roof and Ralph 
Klein killed off  the provincial debt. 
However, in light of Alberta Finance 
Minister Iris Evans’ announcement 
about Alberta’s $1.4 billion defi cit 
at the end of 2008–09,
we may need to sweep 
the dust off  those bumper 
stickers. Last summer, Al-
berta was projecting a bud-
get surplus of $8.5 billion. 
Th anks to the irresponsibil-
ity of the Albertan govern-
ment and the voters, we squandered 
another oil boom.

It is just a technical defi cit, since 
the Albertan government is planning 
to use cash from the Heritage Sav-

ings Trust Fund to pay it off . However, 
that isn’t too helpful as the province 
stopped transferring natural resource 
revenues into the fund in 1987. Also, 
it could commit the government to 

irresponsible fi nancial decisions and 
the temptation of breaking the piggy 
bank. Th e government has a bad habit 
of raiding the fund for money for big 
projects and forgetting to save regu-
larly. In 2008, nothing was committed 
to the fund, while $4 billion went to 
regional transit projects and under-
ground carbon storage. 

Alberta is putting no additional 

money in the Heritage Fund and has a 
defi cit to deal with. Th ere are no signs 
of the economy getting better in 2009, 
so what will the Alberta government 
do when the Heritage Fund empties 

out?
Th e world’s third–larg-

est oil exporter, Norway, 
has put the equivalent of 
$64,808 per person or 
40 per cent of its natural 
resource revenue into its 
national savings account. 

Th is ensures the country has some-
thing to fall back on when the oil wells 
in the Norwegian Sea run dry. Close to 
Alberta, Alaska has saved the equiva-
lent of $42,836 per person from its oil 
royalties in its Permanent Fund. Th e 
big tragedy is instead of learning from 
those two examples, we waited until it 
was too late to do anything, when the 
value of the Heritage Savings Trust 

Fund dropped from $17 billion to $15 
billion last year. 

Like fraternity students who drank 
away their money, Ed Stelmach and 
the Progressive Conservatives have 
squandered Alberta’s good fortune. 
And like recovering from a hangover 
aft er a big party, there is a sense of mel-
ancholy. Th e good times are over and 
Alberta is stuck with the bill. Alberta 
voters need to take a long, hard look 
at themselves in the mirror. Aft er all, 
the Progressive Conservatives won in 
a landslide with 52.7 per cent of the 
popular vote last March. Conserva-
tive MLAs had a lot of opportunities to 
prevent a defi cit from developing and 
to fi x the budget, especially aft er Klein 
killed off  the debt. Th e voters must 
hold the governing party responsible 
and accountable. Th e question now is 
if we learned our lessons for the next 
time the price of oil goes up.

Squandering the good times
How Alberta spoiled its second chance at saving resource wealth

Daniel Pagan
Gauntlet Opinions

Ed Stelmach and the Progressive 
Conservatives have squandered 
Alberta’s good fortune. 
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one, or against who was the strug-
gle for its establishment? It seems 
that freedom of speech necessarily 
means that a person’s right to speak 
is of higher import than the off ence 
it could cause. While there may be 
limits to freedom of speech, off ence 
certainly cannot constitute as such.

With this glaring contradiction 
in Ms. Baez’s article in mind, let us 
proceed to other points raised. She 
notes that the University had its law-
yers send a letter to Campus Pro-Life 
which placed restrictions upon the 
display called the Genocide Aware-
ness Project. She further states that 
such a letter constitutes university 
policy. Th is conclusion, despite how 
helpful it would be to the wishful 
claims of Ms. Baez and others who 
dream of disrupting freedom of 
speech, is erroneous. Th is letter was 
part of a series of communications 
between Campus Pro-Life and the 
University of Calgary. As commu-
nication documents are not legally 
binding until an agreement has been 
reached, and as an agreement has 
not been reached, it is not a legally 
binding document.

Even granting that this document 
was legally binding, and hence a 
policy, the restrictions laid out were 
dangerous to the idea of free speech, 
as it was only the pro-life viewpoint 
which was expected to be bound by 
the policy. Th e primary restriction 
laid out in this letter was a demand 
that Campus Pro-Life turn their 
signs inwards. 

From the perspective of free speech 
this is unacceptable. Some may ar-
gue that Campus Pro-Life should 
turn their signs inwards because 
they cannot force someone to view 
them. While certainly freedom of 
speech does not allow them to force 
someone to view their display, I am 

to date unaware of any incidents in 
which they captured an unsuspect-
ing passerby, bound him head and 
foot, pushed open his eyes and forced 
him to behold the signs. If anyone has 
noted such behaviour, by all means 
notify Campus Security. If not, I can 
hardly see how they have forced any-
one to view the signs. Every person 
has the option of averting their gaze.

Th e true reasons, however, for 

the SU’s actions against Campus 
Pro-Life were revealed in a gloating 
passage from Ms. Baez’s article. She 
stated that “the SU agreed” with the 
limitations put down by the uni-
versity; so much for the SU acting 
impartially in the de-sanctioning of 
Campus Pro-Life. Th e true reason, 
it now seems, they de-sanctioned 
the club was because they agreed 
with the sentiments expressed in 

the letter from the university to 
Campus Pro-Life, not because such 
a letter constituted policy. 

Th is agreement reveals either 
political doublespeak or schizo-
phrenia. Nothing else could ex-
plain how Ms. Baez, in a single 
article, can support Campus Pro-
Life’s right to an open forum while 
simultaneously agreeing with the 
university that we should not be 

given one. In conclusion, the SU 
and its president, were not acting 
on any policy (real or imagined) 
but rather on personal bias. I hope 
this letter has helped prevent the 
next generation of Canadian poli-
ticians from hoodwinking their 
fellow university students.

Cameron Wilson
CPL Member

CPL, continued from page A3
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What the hell is Craigie 
Hall?”

“Oh you know, it’s 
right beside Reeve Theatre, some-
where around the Education build-
ing.”

“Wait a minute. Are you telling 
me there’s a building called ‘Edu-
cation?’ That’s the worst name I’ve 
ever heard. What do they think is 
going on in the rest of the build-
ings? And I’ve been here for four 
years and haven’t heard of any of 
those buildings. Pretty sure you’re 
full of shit.”

It’s September and I’m talking 
with my friend. She’s trying to 
tell me where Craigie Hall is so I 
could find my class there. I guess 
I haven’t explored the campus all 
that much, but I’ve never had any 
reason to venture to a building 
like Craigie Hall. Also, did you 
know we have a museum on cam-
pus? Yeah! Nickle Arts Museum, 
no bullshit.

Anyway, in order to make it over 
there I had to venture out of the 
niche I’ve built myself in Kinesiol-
ogy and investigate buildings with 
names that tell nothing of what’s 
actually going on in the building. 
Kinesiology, Biological Scienc-
es, Earth Sciences: good, strong 
names. There’s no grey area about 
what’s going on in those build-
ings, not like the shitmix of pos-
sibilities that accompany building 
names like Haskayne, CCIT, Scurf-
ield or Murray Fraser Hall. 

So here I am, taking my first 
trip around and I think it was 
somewhere between the MacKim-
mie Library Block and Profession-
al Faculties (what goes on in Pro-
fessional Faculties?) that I started 
to recognize a trend — slowly 
at first, but it became more and 
more apparent as I covered more 
buildings. Then my revelation: 
students dress according to their 
faculty! So that’s why I was getting 
stared at while walking through 
Haskayne with sweats, I knew my 
attempt at a masculine moustache 
wasn’t yet full enough to attract 
this much attention.

After my discovery, I started to 

notice more what’s going on ev-
ery time I enter a new building 
on campus. Using these observa-
tions I’ve managed to compile a 
kind of summary of each faculty’s 
dress codes that should allow any 
student to fit into any faculty they 
find themselves in.

Kinesiology
It hurts to make fun of my own 

faculty, but it’s just too easy. Sev-
enty-five per cent of us just took 
this degree because we played 
sports in high school, but now are 
washed up and coming to realize 
the only thing it will do for us is 
get people to ask if we’re going to 
be gym teachers — a good way to 
waste 20 grand. The other 25 per 
cent are the brilliant ones going 
into medicine, physiotherapy, chi-
ropractic or occupational therapy 
— the brilliant ones are easy to 
hate. 

If you’re going to dress to fit in 
here, it’s pretty easy. Guys dress 
the same as girls and preparation 
consists of something like this: 
roll out of bed, throw on sweats, 
at least one article of Lulu Lemon 
and don’t do your hair — chances 
are you’ll be working out later. If 
you’re an athlete, then you’re re-
quired to wear your team’s jacket 
three days a week, with obnoxious 
big-jock-high-fives encouraged 
whenever possible. 

Quote: “Hey bra, what kinda 
protein shake you got there? Vanil-
la? Sick, me too. K, see you at the 
Roadie on Sunday?”

Engineering
Probably a fun group of people 

if you’re in the faculty, but there’s 
too much nerd stigma surround-
ing you guys to actually respect 
you. Walking through engineer-
ing is a more multicultural experi-
ence than the UN and is usually ac-
companied by an assault on your 
nose of ethnic foods, body odour, 
cheap beer and anxiety sweat. 

Blending in around Schulich 
is easy. Just wear an enormous, 
oversized backpack to hold all 
your Bible- — or Torah-, Tanakh-, 
whatever’s appropriate- — sized 
books, a free T-shirt from your 
summer camp two years ago and 
walk around everywhere with 
terrible posture and a quick pace 
because you’re late for your extra 
thermodynamics tutorial. Girls 
don’t have to worry about a dress 

code because if there’s a girl in 
Schulich, she’s probably lost.

Quote: “Saturday night was awe-
some! We got wasted in my parent’s 
basement and pwned noobs on 
GOW2 all night!”

Science
Science is a broad faculty. You 

can walk through Bio Sci, Earth 
Sci, Science A and B, Math Sci and 
ICT and never really get a feel for 
the faculty. One thing I do know, 
walking through the hallway be-
tween Bio and Math, it sounds like 
the comp sci guys have the sickest 
avatars in WOW. Wood elves mana 
skills are untouchable! I did see 
an unusually high number of U of 
C sweatshirts in this area so, if in 
doubt, I’d say sell out and buy one 
from the bookstore.

Quote: “Oh are you in pre-med? 
Weird, me too.”

Business
This faculty is The Hills of the 

U of C. Good looking, rich parents 
and everyone is wearing HOLLIS-
TER or ABERCROMBIE shirts with 
the brand name in gigantic let-
ters on the front, just in case you 
didn’t catch it when you walked 
past the last three guys wearing 
the exact same shirt. I’ve never 
felt more hostility than I did while 
walking through Haskayne in my 
casual attire. I could be wrong, 
but I think one of the admission 
requirements for Haskayne is an 
oblique angle between your chin 
and throat that allows you to look 

down your nose at everyone else. 
I don’t know why everyone here 
has to dress so nice, apparently 
there’s a perpetual chance that 
Donald Trump is hiding behind 
every corner of Haskayne looking 
for the next CEO. Oddly enough, 
I have to say that walking among 
beautiful, dressed-up women that 
look at you like you’re a Toyota 
Tercel in a parking lot of BMWs is 
kind of a turn on.

Quote: “Did you see the guy Ol-
ivia brought to Candace’s cocktail 
party last night? Light wash den-
im? Eww.”

Social sciences
Anthropology? Urban stud-

ies? Linguistics? You can make 
degrees out of these courses? 
Weird. I thought they were just 
fillers for your schedule in fourth 
year, just like I think most of you 
are taking this as filler for an un-
dergrad before you do something 
else. This faculty is the Sunday 
morning vomit of the universi-
ty — there are a lot of different 
kinds of something in there, but 
none of it’s worth looking at too 
closely. 

Th e dress code is as liberal as 
the programs, but there are a few 
consistencies. Try a Che Guevara 
T-shirt and loud plaid shirts or, if 
you’re really looking to get some 
friends, nothing screams social sci-
ences like an Obama T-shirt. Just 
make sure your backpack has a cof-
fee mug hanging by a carabineer, 
Mother Nature hates Styrofoam. 

Quote: “Rise Against is totally 
selling out to big corporation, man.”

Communications and culture 
and humanities

I think you guys were all forced 
into university by an overbearing 
parent and then took the degree 
with the easiest requirements. East 
Asian studies? Religious studies? 
Spanish? Come on. I’d go into your 
dress code, but I dropped the Crai-
gie Hall class so I never made it to 
where you guys “study.”

Fine arts
Does it match? If it does then 

you’re doing something wrong. 
Plaid and polka dots, red on or-
ange on purple, that’s what you 
want to be rocking in the fine 
arts faculty. A good place to start 
is thick, black framed eyeglasses 
and a shoulder-slung hemp bag 
that you bartered for in Guam 
while finding yourself after high 
school. Just make sure to cover 
it with 10 or so buttons that you 
found at the garage sale in your 
neighbourhood. Now try a wacky 
headpiece like a fedora and sit at 
the front of the lecture hall using 
words like “transcend” or “be-
nevolent” out of context. Essen-
tially it’s all about looking unique 
and original, just like everyone 
else in the faculty.

Quote: “I peered into the winter 
of my discontent and in its name I 
found yours too (if it doesn’t make 
sense then you seem more misun-
derstood).”

John Reid
Gauntlet Opinions

Faculty dress: 
a critique

“
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Whether the truth re-
ally is “out there” or 
whether we are all out 

to lunch, it seems that Canadians 
have reported a record number 
of UFO sightings in 2008. Ufology 
Research, the Winnipeg-based or-
ganization that released these fi nd-
ings, claims that this does not nec-
essarily represent extra-terrestrial 
craft s, but that the rise in sightings 
of mysterious lights is indicative of 
increased access to online report-
ing of such sightings. UFO sightings 
are oft en presumed to be military 
or commercial aircraft  or celestial 
phenomena, but some speculate 
that a minority of cases of these 
unidentifi ed fl ying objects could 
in fact be evidence of some other 
life-form cruising Earth’s skylines. 
To be exact, Ufology reported that 
1,004 sightings were made by Ca-
nadians in 2008. Th is fi gure repre-
sents a 25 per cent increase from 
the previous year and the highest 
number in 20 years.

What made 2008 such a hot year 
for spotting UFOs? While there are 
more reporting mechanisms (es-
pecially through the Internet) than 
ever before, one journalist suggest-
ed that more people are looking to 
the heavens, perhaps seeking some 
spiritual respite from the stresses 
of these economically challenging 
times. Th is theory reminded me of 
a recent feature in the Calgary Her-
ald on the increasing attendance 
at Calgary churches. One regular 
church-goer suggested that the ris-
ing number of people attending 
services had to do with the need 
for stability and faith, an anchor 
needed by many in diffi  cult times. 

Some people seem to take the 
advice to “chin up” literally. While 
some look to the sky as a heavenly 
sphere and a space for contempla-
tion, perhaps others look to the sky 
as a reaffi  rmation of that X-Files-
like objectivism that reality exists 
beyond our experiences — that our 
experiences and observations of 
these UFOs signal that something 
(whether provocative or pragmat-
ic) is out there. Th e bottom line is 
that whether we are looking to the 
sky for conspiracy theory confi r-
mation, in hope of enlightenment 
or by virtue of student poverty 
that forces us to seek out cheap, if 

not free, entertainment, more eyes 
seem to be gazing skyward.

This explanation strikes me as 
somewhat lame, at best. But may-
be looking back in time 20 years 
at what was moving and shaking 
the world in 1989 could lend some 
legitimacy here. A little research 

provided some good indicators 
that perhaps bleak events in the 
world do move us to look else-
where: Chinese authorities take 
a hard line on civil disobedience, 
ordering the massacre of thou-
sands of student protestors in Ti-
ananmen Square, Beijing; George 

Bush Senior is inaugurated as 
the 41st President of the United 
States (that’s reason to seek rescue 
by other life-forms from militant 
American Foreign Policy); the 
Ayatollah Khomeini of Iran places 
a bounty on the head of author 
Salman Rushdie following the re-

lease of his controversial novel, 
The Satanic Verses.

Th e best I can do is to answer 
all of these questions with another 
question; one asked so simply by 
Kermit the Frog: “What’s so amaz-
ing that keeps us stargazing and 
what do we think we might see?”

Jaya Dixit
Gauntlet Opinions

The truth is in the sky The curious case of UFO sightings in Canada
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Jordyn Marcellus
Entertainment Assistant

Debra has a real rocking pad. It’s 
the kind of place where you can sit 
back, chill out and enjoy a Bud.

Th ese proud punk-rockers, origi-
nally from Toronto, moved out west 
to make their fortunes — specifi -
cally, they came to Calgary looking 
for work. Aft er living apart for a few 
years, the band moved in together 
to form one big happy family. One 
that, at any time, can bust down the 
doors with their of sheer bad ass 
rock ’n’ roll.

Of course, living together pres-
ents the band a unique opportu-
nity: at any time they can hold an 
impromptu band meeting, practice 
or even get together to lay down a 

track in the studio at their home.
“We’ve got a cozy little seven-per-

son artist commune going on,” says 
singer and guitarist James McIn-
tosh. “Th ere’s been lots of creativity 
in the last while. We can write songs 
whenever we want and work on 
stuff  whenever we want. We even 
have a little studio where we record 
stuff  for our demos.”

Th eir abode is not only home 
to numerous musicians, but 
also a producer. McIntosh says 
their producer isn’t scared to 
delve into a genre that he’s not ac-
customed to. 

“One of the guys who lives with 
us is actually a producer for hip-
hop music,” he laughs. “He’s been 
pretty good for helping.” 

One of the nerve-racking things 
about having roommates is ensur-
ing that you get along with them. 
It’s even worse in a band: all the 
squabbles and drama of the band 

family with very little of the cool-
ing-off  period. Th ankfully, the Deb-
ra household is not dysfunctional in 
the slightest. 

“We call each other idiots all the 
time,” laughs McIntosh. “We have 

good ways of making fun of each 
other and yelling at one another 
in a way that only brothers can do. 
We still bitch and fi ght, but that’s all 
good. We’re a loving family.”

When asked about the chore situ-

Claire Fenton
Gauntlet Entertainment 

Oscar Wilde may have a 
reputation for appeal-
ing to snotty academics, 

but Th eatre Calgary is hoping to 
show there’s more to him than that. 
Packed with wit and loaded with 
thoughtful themes, An Ideal Hus-
band showcases Wilde’s talents on 
stage. Actor Christopher Hunt be-
lieves it will make an impression.  

“When they think of Oscar Wil-
de, they think of a guy who wrote 
100 years ago who went to prison 
for homosexuality and died a terri-
ble death,” he says. “Th ey might not 
know the kind of things he wrote. 
He’s an amazingly brilliant writer.”

An Ideal Husband follows Sir 
Robert Chiltern (Hunt), a turn 
of the century high-class society 
member in London. Th ere are pe-
riod costumes and intricate set and 
accents fl ying. Th row in a blackmail 
scheme, political corruption and 
endless one-liners and the result is 
a refreshing comedy.  

“It’s got a lot of parallels to the 
modern political scene and dealing 
with relationships and friends and 
what we fi nd important in life and 
where we get meaning,” says Hunt. 
“Hopefully it will make [the audi-

ence] laugh and make them think 
at the same time.”

Th e title revolves around the 
main character’s wife, who adores 
her husband and thinks he can do 
no wrong. He must keep his secrets 
in order to maintain the appearance 
of an ideal husband and watching 

him squirm just adds to the come-
dy. In Hunt’s career, he enjoys keep-
ing a balance of comedy and drama, 
making Wilde’s words a great fi t.

“I would hate to do just one all 
the time,” he explains. “Comedy 
probably comes a little bit easier to 
me and it’s easier to know when it’s 

ation that comes with living with 
six other people, McIntosh was 
quick to answer. 

“We’re lucky,” he says. “We have 
a dishwasher. We try to maintain a 
good house. We got to have a nice 
place to bring the ladies home to, so 
we try to maintain a basic standard 
for women.”

 McIntosh further explained how 
Debra keeps the house in tip-top 
conditions for their respectful dal-
liances with the fairer sex. 

“Women are a little bit comforted 
by our place,” says McIntosh. “We 
have tea candles and we burn in-
cense all the time. It’s totally neces-
sary because our house smells like 
weed and we want to maintain our 
good smell. You come over to our 
place, you’ll smell Nag champa [a 
brand of incense] fo’ sho’.”

working because you can hear the 
laughs.” 

Hunt wasn’t familiar with the 
play before picking up the script, 
but quickly became a fan. He says it 
has the care given to the spoken lan-
guage which is no longer respected 
and it reinstates the gift  of language. 

“It’s got the typical Oscar Wilde 
brilliant wit,” Hunt says. “On every 
page there are two or three quotable 
lines that you could put on a greet-
ing card or a poster.”

A n I d e a l H u s b a n d
t h e a t r e p r e v i e w

D e b r a
T h a t E m p t y S p a c e

Wilde’s words hit Theatre Calgarywords hit Theatre Calgary

courtesy Theatre Calgary

That woman is in some serious denial.

An Ideal Husband runs March 3–22. For more info, 
go to theatrecalgary.com.

courtesy Debra

I thought Debra was just one girl.

Debra plays That Empty Space with Fallout Fre-
quency Friday.

The members of Debra are one big happy family
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Amanda Hu
Entertainment Editor

Protesting at the top of a tree 
is the newest form of grief 
therapy in Urban Curvz’s 

upcoming production of Ayla Ste-
phen’s Tree Hugger. Th e show stars 
Stephen herself as a woman mourn-
ing the loss of her lover to cancer all 
the while taking a stand against pol-
lution and overdevelopment.

“My inspirations come from a 
few diff erent things, like all the 
development that’s going on in 
Calgary right now and all the com-
mercialism,” she says. “In the new 
communities, they have all those 
mini malls to make things more 
convenient for them even though 
we have a million of them all over 
the place. [Th ere is a large] eff ect 
that this is having on the environ-
ment in terms of how big the city 
is — there’s an urban sprawl, so 
you need a car to get anywhere and 
transit sucks in this city. Th e emis-
sions from that [negatively] aff ect 
the human body.”

Stephen revisits her character 
Angela from her previous work, 
Th is is Our Solar System, though 
takes a new turn, surfacing as an 
adult rather than an 11-year-old 
girl. She says it was a challenge to 
portray some of the characters sim-
ilarities while incorporating diff er-
ences as well.

“[Her] viewpoints on life [are dif-
ferent],” she says. “She has more of 

an understanding of how relation-
ships work and how she fi ts in the 
world. She’s just evolved her per-
sonality a bit more.”

With that maturity comes a lot 
more mature struggles and prob-
lems. Stephen says she tried to 
structure the script to convey that 
in diff erent ways.

“It’s a struggle and the commu-
nication is that there’s so much de-
velopment and so much hurt that 
comes from losing someone and 
a lot of people try to fi ght against 
it,” she explains. “Th e set-up of the 
play is kind of the seven stages of 
grieving. So there are points where 
it’s the anger and bargaining stage, 
where she’s kind of rallying against 
the cancer and fi ghting against the 
loss, as well as the loss of nature.”

Urban Curvz is running the 
one-woman show as part of their 

Heroines series. Stephen answered 
the call for works by emerging 
female artists aft er graduating 
from the University of Calgary 

last May and says the Heroines 
program has given her a lot of 
experience and knowledge about 
making it in the theatre world.

“We’ve gotten mentorships from 
diff erent artists in the community,” 
Stephen explains. “Kate Newby did 
some diff erent acting workshops 
with us. Production mentoring for 
our producer was good because then 
we learned how to produce our own 
works and we can take those tools 
and use them in the future.”

In addition to the Heroines help, 
Stephen credits U of C for prepar-
ing her for her future career path.

“[I got a] lot of drive and the 
ability to create my own work,” she 
says. “Th e program doesn’t spoon-
feed you shows. You have to work 
for them. If you don’t get into shows 
and you want to do something cre-
ative, you have to make your own 
work and get it up on its feet so 
people can see it. It drove me to cre-
ate my own work.”

T r e e H u g g e r
t h e a t r e p r e v i e w

courtesy Urban Curvz

Trees, mochas and birds make an awesome combination.

Tree Hugger is running March 5–14. For more info, 
urbancurvz.com. 

Grief and the environment
Tree Hugger looks at on losing a loved one and the urban sprawl
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It’s March madness in the Calgary 
music scene! With reading week 
in the past and fi nals fast ap-

proaching, you might not be able to 
abandon the books to take in some 
shows. However, there should be a 
few enticing concerts this month to 
coax you out of your study-hole.

Th e month kicks off  with a post-
punk post-party on campus with 
Fallout Frequency and Debra com-
ing to Th at Empty Space this Friday. 
Next week, also on campus, those 
mighty metalcorers Underoath and 
bluesman James Hunter are play-
ing at MacEwan Hall on March 9 
and March 12, respectively. Calgar-
ian alt-folker Joal Kamps is next 
week’s Th at Empty Space treat, as 
he stops by with Th ank Magnets on 

March 13. If you need some slightly 
rockier tunes, Victoria’s Acres of Li-
ons are hitting up the Palomino on 
March 21.

Tired of waiting for the Trews 
to come to town? No longer! Th ey 
are ready to go at Wyckham House 
on the Mount Royal campus on 
March 14. It’s trew, thank goodness. 

Paul Baker
Musical Musings

March 17 gives music fans a choice 
between metal and Celtic punk as 
the Black Label Society have a Black 
Label Bash at the Stampede Corral 
and the Real McKenzies come by the 
Whiskey.

Th ere’s more yet at Th at Empty 
Space as they host Ontarian folk-
rockers Auditor General with sup-

port from Wives Tale on March 20. 
Mac Hall has more for us as well as 
American singer/songwriter Will 
Oldham (a.k.a Bonnie “Prince” Billy) 
comes by March 24.

March 27 brings the Summerlad 
and Sea Level Rise to Th at Empty 
Space before a choice of shows 
later that evening. Electro-punkers 

Mindless Self Indulgence come by 
Mac Hall and Beija Flor and friends 
light up Broken City. Th e month 
ends with an indietastic good time 
as Wintersleep drop by Mac Hall on 
March 30.

Acres of Lions serenade some meat-eating patrons at the Palomino on March 21.
courtesy Acres of Lions

Stay tuned for the visual arts column in next week’s 
Gauntlet!

It’s your shot of rock for March!
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s p u n A L B U M  R E V I E W S

Cursive’s seventh release, Mama, I’m Swollen, is no turgid 

album. From note one, the album is loaded with urgency 

as the ratatat-tat of the drums intermingles with jangling 

guitars forming soundscapes of loss and longing. Delicate 

fl ute and moaning saxophone accent “I Couldn’t Love You 

Anymore” as the band crescendos with vocalist Tim Kasher 

spitting that “love is an instant not here/not here/not here 

Vancouver’s Neko Case has had a long and varied 

career. Both on her own and as a secret member 

of the New Pornographers, Case has developed 

a dedicated following for her strong vocals and 

Cursive
Mama, I’m Swollen

(Saddle Creek Records)

Neko Case
Middle Cyclone
(Anti-)

anymore” as a wild saxophone solo bridges the song to its 

last triumphant chorus.

Kasher’s plaintive lyrics focus on more than just the sorrow 

that comes from relationships. His lyrics show an admira-

tion for romantic ideals with songs constantly referring 

to breaking down the pretenses of living as a society man 

and becoming more in tune with nature and sexuality. In 

this regard, lead single “From the Hips” and mid-album 

track “Cavemen” feature similar lyrical content. On “Hips,” 

Kasher sings he “hates this damn enlightenment” and “we 

were better off as animals.” “Caveman” continues on that 

varied folk-inspired musicality. Case’s latest solo 

effort, Middle Cyclone, continues her string of 

solid albums.

Opening with the energetic “The Tornado Loves 

You,” Case weaves a strong collage of sound 

through the album. The mixing and song selec-

tion of the album shine, as each song has complex 

instrumentals that compliment rather than drown 

out the lyrics, while the album is constructed 

in a manner that maximizes each song’s 

emotional resonance. Case cleverly changes 

up minor details of the music throughout, 

switching the primary backing instrument 

from guitars and banjos to things like organs 

and piano. Case’s smokey vocals are the main 

draw on this album, much like her previous 

offerings, but the minor variations prevent the 

songs from running together.

Neko Case’s most recent album does not re-invent 

the wheel. The wheel, much like Case’s prior 

albums, is perfectly fi ne the way it is. Instead, 

Case fi nds ways to solve prior minor fl aws and 

produce yet another excellent musical experience.

..Ryan Pike

trend, vocals soaring over organ, guitar and saxophone 

that Kasher is no “dapper Dan/no family man” and that 

he’d much prefer to return to nature by, “swinging from the 

trees with the monkeys.”

Cursive has returned to fi ne form on Mama, with raw, pow-

erful instrumentation and lyrics that evoke a sad sense of 

loss and desire to get back to nature. Though they’ve been 

known for their concept albums, this proves they can make 

a straight-up rock album and still have it be as imminently 

listenable as their previous efforts.

..Jordyn Marcellus
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Vancouver’s Portico had a good idea for their 
newest LP First Neighbours: teaching hip Cana-
dian history throughout their album to get bet-
ter funding from the Canadian government. 
Th ey also include slow drawn out melodies 

Portico
First Neighbours
(Copperspine Records)

that incorporate the odd novelty instrument, 
with addictive, dissident chord structures. On 
the album’s third track “I Heard Th ere’s Proof,” 
the melody gets exciting with a repetitive “woo 
hoo” sequence as a vocal track. Friends of 
melodrama won’t have to stop staring at the 
fl oor or take your hands out of your pocket to 
fully enjoy this one. “Unreunion,” Neighbours,’ 
fourth song, provides a catchy, withdrawn 

relation to a past relationship that will never 
mend, but draws resonance by the song’s hook, 
“I don’t even care if we can’t talk/we can always 
fuck,” proving that there is enough light in the 
world to maybe convince you to shake your 
hips and raise your chin enough for a timid 
glance at the girl across the fl oor just long 
enough to crack a smirk.

..Mike Tofi n

Great Lake Swimmers
Lost Channels
(Nettwerk)

Th e All-American Rejects
When the World Comes Down
(Interscope Records)

If Black Sabbath sold their souls for rock 
and roll, then the All-American Rejects 
forfeited their genitals in the production 

of When the World Comes Down.
Th is album has been polished to the maxi-
mum. Th e band sets a new standard in the 
illegitimate off  spray of pop-punk. It is hard 
to say who might enjoy this album. It is too 
bland and hook-devoid for the heart-on-
their-sleeves teenage demographic and too 
polished and pop-punk-easy-listening for 

anybody with a faint partialness to even the 
most staunch minimalist of virile tendencies. 
Th e only thing that would make a worse con-
tribution to the entertainment world than 
buying and supporting this album would be 
starting your own wrestling league for feral 
children. 

..Mike Tofi n

A brand new gem of an album enters the ever-evolving world 
of Canadian folk music on Great Lake Swimmers’ latest 
work, Lost Channels. Th e Toronto-based band’s follow-up to 

2007’s Ongiara showcases their consistent ability to create eclectic and 
creative sounds, successfully channeling beautiful images of Canadian 
landscapes and weaving earthy and poetic lyrics with emotive vocals 
and excellent instrumentation.
Lead singer Tony Dekker and keyboardist Julie Fader’s balanced har-
monies on “Everything Is Moving So Fast,” the banjo and violin-infused 

“Th e Chorus In Th e Underground” and smooth and catchy guitar riff s 
on “Pulling On a Line” highlight the impressively broad range of sounds 
and instruments incorporated on Lost Channels. Dekker’s soft  yet strong 
vocals on both “Concrete Heart” and “Stealing Tomorrow” ably express 
and explore love, life and the notion of time through song. A steady per-
cussive beat on “River’s Edge” and intricate guitar picking on “Unison 
Falling Into Harmony” complement images of a beautifully-forceful and 
moving river and its quaint natural surroundings in both songs.
Great Lake Swimmers’ cleverly balance sweet and stellar organic sounds 
on their latest eff ort. Not only is Lost Channels an album worth listening 
to, but it is also an album that represents some of the best musical talent 
Canada has to off er. 

..Jennifer Trieu

s p u nA L B U M  R E V I E W S
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Yo dudes! This week is slush-city, 
it was melting while simultaneously 
snowing. It’s like the sky was slushing 
down on us! Oh the horror. If you’ve 
experienced related horrors or just re-
ally like submitting TLFs, please bring 
your submission to MSC 319 or send 
it to tlfs@thegauntlet.ca. Submissions 
must include your name, phone num-
ber, ID number and signature. All sub-
missions judged to be sexist, racist, 
homophobic or attacks of a personal 
nature will not be permitted.

To Ego-popper: I witnessed you get-
ting shot down by rice farmer two 
weeks ago at the gym. Rice was so out 
of your league! Also seeing two boys 
getting turned down by Rice Farmer 
was so funny!

– leg press gal

Honestly! How many ECON profs mar-
ried their grad students? I’ve counted 
4 so far. 

– ECON Grad student #5

ED lay off the dairy. You are going like 
an addict.

– Concerned

To the guy who stole my waterbottle 
on Monday! I just found out I have 
mono.

[pwnEd]

Give back. March 7 volunteer to feed 
the homeless at the Calgary Drop-in.  
Email ccc@ucalgary.ca for details.

MOST EPIC WAYS TO DIE ATTENTION ALL ARTISTS BORN 
OUTSIDE CANADA. WE NEED YOUR 
TALENT. FOR INFORMATION VISIT: 
http://www.calgarymulti.com/ DEAD-
LINE: MARCH 31.

Hey you, Penis Picasso! First I was 
mad. Then I lol’d.  Now I feel sorry 
for you because that’s probably what 
yours looks like: FUgly.

– Only does girls

Volunteer outside the box. Mentor a 
new incoming student over the sum-
mer.  Be a volunteer coach organiz-
ing and promoting events for CIS-
SA.  Applications due Mar. 16.  Visit
http://www.ucalgary.ca/cissa/volun-
teer for details.

Support development projects in Af-
rica. Come to Ceili’s for a night of live 
music, drinks and a chance to bid on 
some great silent auction stuff. Sat-
urday March 7. Tickets 15$: Barb - 
dbbriggs@telus.net.

Bake Sale for Books in ST March 10th 
& 11th from 9-4 Bring a book or $2 for 
baked goods See u there!

[yumEd]

YAY ROOM FOR EPIC COMICS!!

Want to learn Rubix’s cube?? Bring $2 
for food to Telus World of Science on 
THURS Mar. 12th 6pm - 9pm. RSVP to 
tws@ucalgary.ca fi rst come fi rst serve 
basis.

“Who the fuck believes in creationism 
anyway?”

– Overheard on Campus

I didn’t know Jesus is one of the 
seven wonders of the ancient world! 

3.. 2.. 1..HAPPY NEW YEAR ! ! !
– Ski Club

These white barren walls that are 
now my tomb are blank. I had cov-
ered them with my thoughts, and they 
had absorbed it all. If there was more 
I could say, I would say it, and they 
would take it. But now they are blank. 
like my mind, that has nothing left to 
say but now sits and stares blankly into 
what has become my infi nite time line.

If you’re going to spew, spew into this.

God is dead.
– Nietzche

Nietzche is dead.
– God
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Easily Distracted

Vanessa Mastin
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