
IN
SID

E:





e d i t o r i a l  a n d  l e t t e r s
MARCH 26 2009

Editor-in-Chief: Jon Roe 403-220-7752
editor@thegauntlet.ca

News Editor: Sarelle Azuelos 403-220-4318
news@thegauntlet.ca

News Assistant: Morgan Haigler

Entertainment: Amanda Hu 403-220-4376
entertainment@thegauntlet.ca

Entertainment Assistant: Jordyn Marcellus

Sports: Brad Halasz and Chris Pedersen 403-220-2298
sports@thegauntlet.ca

Opinions: Cam Cotton-O’Brien 403-220-2298
opinions@thegauntlet.ca

Features: Katy Anderson 403-220-4376
features@thegauntlet.ca

Photography: Paul Baker 403-220-4376
photo@thegauntlet.ca

Production: Ryan May 403-220-2298
production@thegauntlet.ca

Illustrations: Gina Freeman 403-220-2298
illustrations@thegauntlet.ca

Academic Probation: Ryan Pike 403-220-2298
ap@thegauntlet.ca

Three Lines Free: Laura Bardsley 403-220-2298
tlfs@thegauntlet.ca

Business Manager: Evelyn Cone 403-220-7380
business@thegauntlet.ca

Advertising Manager: John Harbidge 403-220-7751
sales@thegauntlet.ca

Graphic Artist: Ken Clarke 403-220-7755
graphics@thegauntlet.ca

Network Manager: Ben Li

Contributors
Roman Auriti • Olivia Brooks • Allison Cully • Nicole Dionne  
Jaya Dixit • Josh Dyck • Claire Fenton • Jordan Fritz  
Desiree Geib • Lindsay Goodwin • Jen Grond  
Courtney Haigler • Hoang-mai Hong • Nick Janusz  
Dave Johnson • Rhiannon Kirkland • Edward Kwong  
Martin Lussier •  Geoff MacIntosh • Hannah McKenzie  
Meagan Meiklejohn • Daniel Pagan • Julie Phillips  
Alastair Starke • Andrew Swan • Tristan Taylor • Joseph Tubb 
Jaime Waine • Tyler Wolfe

Golden Spatula
Paul Ba . . . oh, wait. Andrew Swan, for churning out two great 
pieces on a success story in this dreary recession of ours, 
though only one of them actually involves the recession.

Furor Arma Ministrat

Room 319, MacEwan Students’ Centre
University of Calgary
2500 University Drive NW
Calgary, AB  T2N 1N4
General inquiries: 403-220-7750
http://thegauntlet.ca

The Gauntlet is the offi cial student newspaper of the University of 
Calgary, published most Thursdays throughout the year by the Gauntlet 
Publications Society, an autonomous, incorporated body. Membership 
in the society is open to undergraduate students at the U of C, but all 
members of the university community are encouraged to contribute. 
Opinions contained herein are those of the individual writers, and 
do not necessarily represent the views of the entire Gauntlet staff. 
Editorials are chosen by the majority of the editorial board. The Gauntlet 
is a forum open to all U of C students but may refuse any submission 
judged to be racist, sexist, homophobic, libelous, or containing 
attacks of a strictly personal nature. We reserve the right to edit for 
brevity. Grievances regarding the Gauntlet follow a three-step process 
which requires written decisions from the Editor, the GPS Board of 
Directors, and the Ombudsboard. The complete Grievance Policy is 
online at: http://thegauntlet.ca. The Gauntlet is printed on recycled 
paper and uses linked-paper-clip-based ink. We urge you to recycle/ 
scream “seriously Geoff, stop fucking doing that” with the Gauntlet.

Letter Policy
Letters must be typed, double-spaced and received by Monday at 
4 p.m., and must include the author’s name, student ID number, telephone 
number and signature. Letters will not be printed if they include attacks 
of a strictly personal nature, statements that discriminate on the basis 
of race, sex, or sexual orientation, or libelous or defamatory material. All 
letters should be addressed to “Editor, the Gauntlet,” and be no longer 
than 300 words. The Gauntlet retains the right to edit submissions. 
Letters can be delivered or mailed to the Gauntlet offi ce, Room 319 
MacEwan Students’ Centre, or sent by email to editor@thegauntlet.ca.

The Cover
Photo and design by Paul Baker

Demonstrating that intel-
lectual honesty isn’t nec-
essary for international 

agreements, a majority of countries 
declined to acknowledge access to 
clean water as a human right at a 
United Nations meeting in Istanbul 
this past Sunday.

At the conclusion of the fi ft h in-
carnation of the World Water Forum 
a majority decision was reached that 
access to clean water is a human 
need, not a human right. A minor-
ity contingent of 20 or so nations 
dissented from the majority point, 
declaring that water is, in fact, a 
human right. Shamefully, Canada 
was amongst those who opted for 
the easy way out and decided that 
turning their back on such an obvi-
ous right as water was the best op-
tion. Th e rational for such a morally 
bankrupt stance was that if access to 
clean water was considered a human 
right, then Canada might be legally 
obligated to provide water or ser-
vices to nations that do not enjoy the 
same resource benefi ts that we do.

Th is resolution exposes a stun-
ning swindle on the part of the in-
ternational community — the no-
tion that humans don’t have a right 
to something they literally can’t live 
without. Setting aside the absurd 
statement that a human need could 

be distinct from a human right in 
any instance, the failure of water to 
be considered a human right un-
dermines the very principle of hu-
man rights in general. Given that 
water is the fundamental sustainer 
of life, if it is not considered a hu-
man right, what possibly could be? 
Indeed, when one considers the 
basic human rights outlined in the 
Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights it becomes very clear that, 
in the context of that document, 
water is inescapably a basic human 
right. Article 3 unequivocally states 
that “[e]veryone has the right to 
life, liberty and security of person.” 
People cannot live without water, so 

the question of whether water itself 
is explicitly recognized as a human 
right is redundant.

It is understandable that vari-
ous nations are concerned about 
the implications of declaring water 
a basic human right. Obviously, 
any country should be wary about 
obliging itself to perform some task, 
even if it is immediately recogniz-
able as a good thing to do. But in no 
sense can this most recent calam-
ity be seen as anything other than 
nonsense. As the most basic human 
need, water forms the foundation 
upon which all human rights are 
built. Lacking water, there would 
be no life, lacking life there would 

be no one to claim or exercise their 
rights. Denying that water is a basic 
human right is tantamount to de-
nying the very possibility of rights 
as such. If countries want to avoid 
obligation to help others with their 
water situations that is one thing, 
but to seek to achieve this end by 
brazenly rallying against the clear 
fact that water supports life, and as 
such all human rights necessarily 
fl ow out of it, is disingenuous gib-
berish of the highest order. 

But maybe facts are only facts if 
they’re compatible with inaction. 

Cam Cotton-O’Brien
Opinions Editor

Thirsting after sanity
Why the UN decision to declare water a need, not a right, is absurd

Proper conduct towards peace
Why Palestine Awareness Week should make the U of C proud

Aft er reading about Israel Apart-
heid Week and other clashes be-
tween pro-Palestine and pro-Israel 
groups across Canadian campuses, 
my school spirit swelled a little aft er 
walking past a poster for Palestine 
Awareness Week. 

Earlier this year, police were 
called to escort Jewish students off  
of Toronto’s York University cam-
pus, aft er the students had taken 
refuge in the Hillel student offi  ce 
because they felt intimidated by slo-
gans chanted at a rally. In B.C., RCMP 
are investigating an incident at the 
University of British Columbia be-
tween two Jewish students and a 
Palestinian supporter. 

Here at the University of Cal-
gary, students set themselves apart 
by not participating in IAW, held in 
40 cities across the world, instead 
promoting an inclusive environ-

ment where parties from both sides 
of the confl ict can debate. 

Th e Palestinian-Canadian Stu-
dents’ Society will feature a talk 
Th ursday titled “Learn why Israel’s 
occupation of Palestine is consid-
ered apartheid,” but will also focus 
on Palestinian identity and the oc-
cupation. 

Club members set up an infor-
mation booth in MacEwan Stu-
dents’ Centre Monday and Tuesday 
to answer questions.

Although one executive member 
did say he’d like to see an IAW if the 
PCSS had more volunteers and if 
they did it in a peaceful way, several 
others stated the club had decided 
against holding IAW because they 
valued an environment that would 
foster discussion. 

One student at the booth said he 
didn’t think the club needed to have 

a shocking event, pointing to news 
coverage and UN reports about the 
confl ict, suggesting it was better if 
students came to their own conclu-
sions.

Another said that although both 
groups are in the advocacy busi-
ness, they choose to act in a mu-
tually-respectful way, noting that 
many executives of both Hillel and 
PCSS know each other on a personal 
level.

And, although not always agree-
ing, Hillel and PCSS even consulted 
each other over aspects of PAW. Hil-
lel members will attend some of the 
events to challenge the speakers, 
a fact one PCSS member, who will 
help host Th ursday’s apartheid talk, 
said was great.

Despite, and perhaps because 
of, the hopelessness that so oft en 
surrounds the prospect of peace 

between Palestinians and Israe-
lis, there is an immediate need to 
continue to seek a peaceful reso-
lution. Both parties have commit-
ted atrocities and there are logical 
arguments on both sides about the 
varying degrees of fault. Yet, what’s 
important is the urgency of chil-
dren suff ering from post-traumatic 
stress disorder and whole nations 
living in fear of their closest neigh-
bours.

Hamas and the Israeli govern-
ment could learn from the U of C’s 
PCSS and Hillel and realize a solu-
tion can only come about through 
respectful discussion and compro-
mise.

For more information about PAW 
visit pcsscalgary.org.

Katy Anderson
Features Editor
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c a m p u s  q u i p sShould water be a human right?

“Yeah, because 
countries should 
help each other.”
– Jamie Liang, 
fi rst-year business

“Of course. People 
can’t survive without 
water.”
– Dami Olugbake, 
second-year 
computer science

“Yes. I think it’s 
one of the natural 
resources that as a 
citizen, you should 
have the right to.”
– Sara Al-kebsi, 
fi ft h-year 
engineering

“It sounds like a 
good idea but you 
have to think about 
the costs and con-
squences.”
– Sonahita Luthra, 
fi ft h-year business

Interviews: Joseph Tubb, Photographs: Geoff MacIntosh

Jon Roe
Editor-in-Chief

Blame for the current econom-
ic crisis has been leveled at both 
the fi nancial institutions who lent 
money to underqualifi ed borrow-
ers and people who accepted and 
sought those loans in the fi rst place. 
Communist Party of Canada leader 
Miguel Figueroa believes that the cri-
sis is in no way the fault of the work-
ing class.

“We didn’t cause this crisis and 

we don’t think it’s important for the 
working class and ordinary people in 
this country to pay for this crisis,” he 
said on the phone from Saskatoon.

“You have to remember that the 
banks and fi nancial institutions have 
been going out of their way to, on 
one hand, encourage continued and 
even increased consumption . . . and 
then, at the same time, to increase 
credit limits,” he continued. “My 
credit card company phones me up 
almost once a month urging me to 
increase my credit limit.”

Figueroa was in Calgary on 
March 19 at the Central Library 
downtown to speak about the im-
pact, consequences and nature of the 
economic crisis. He said it was a cri-
sis of the neoliberal policies of free 
trade, privatization and the under-
mining of labour and environmental 
standards.

“It’s a worship of the market and 
the retreat of the state [and] the role 
of state intervention in the econo-
my,” said Figueroa. “[Th ese policies 
have] aggravated and deepened the 

crisis, but the crisis itself is in many 
respects a classical crisis of the cycli-
cal pattern of capitalism, the boom 
and bust character of capitalism.”

He explained that while the real 
wages of working people have de-
clined in the last two decades, neo-
liberal policies have been very suc-
cessful at centralizing capital in the 
hands of the largest corporations 
and banks.

“Most people who have lines of 
credit are not using that to buy a cot-
tage in the country or luxury goods,” 

he said. “Many people are using their 
credit cards to put food on the table. 
I don’t think it’s fair to say we’re all to 
blame for this circumstance.”

Figueroa advocated for substan-
tive employment insurance reform, 
which he said had been systematically 
eroded for two decades. Th ey would 
like to see insurance for the full dura-
tion of unemployment, the removal 
of the two-week waiting period and 
an increased rate of coverage.

He also recommended an increase 

Sarelle Azuelos
News Editor

The University of Calgary 
Campus Pro-Life club may 
face more charges of tres-

passing aft er setting up their Geno-
cide Awareness Project display again 
this week. 

In November, the university 
asked the group to turn their signs 
depicting abortions, victims of the 
Holocaust and Rwandan genocide 
inwards. Aft er they failed to comply, 
the university charged the students 
with trespassing February. 

“Th e university has attempted for 
several years to fi nd a reasonable 
compromise with CPL that would 
give members of the university com-
munity the choice to view or not view 
the Genocide Awareness Project dis-
play,” said university administration 
in a statement released Wednesday. 
“Th ese eff orts, including requests 
that CPL turn its display signs in-
ward, have been unsuccessful.”

Six students pleaded not guilty to 
the trespassing charges on March 16 
and will be heading to court in No-
vember. 

“As of now I’m not very worried 
about it,” said CPL treasurer Alanna 
Campbell. “We have a strong case for 

being students and on campus and 
being allowed to be here.”

Th e statement released by the uni-
versity said they will report the inci-
dent to the Calgary Police Service, 
but won’t seek to remove the group 
or its signs. 

“Th is action would elevate the risk 
of confrontation and give the orga-
nization the publicity it is seeking,” 
it read. “Th e university is working to 
have this issue resolved in an appro-

priate manner — through the court 
system.”

CPL president Leah Hallman said  
campus security approached the 
group and asked them to leave, but 
they declined. 

“We’re innocent until proven 
guilty and it would follow that we 
should continue to act as we always 
have,” she said.

Some students on campus are 
angry that the graphic images are 

back on campus. Feminist Initia-
tive Recognizing Equality president 
Kat Lord is circulating a petition for 
CPL to turn their signs inwards. Th e 
pro-choice group gathered 200 sig-
natures by mid-Wednesday.

“Its not a form of censorship,” she 
said. “It’s just an understanding of 
the fact that those images are very 
violent and off ensive and people 
should have a choice to view them.”

Lord explained that FIRE did not 

object to CPL’s right to freedom 
of expression, only the method in 
which they display it. She asked for 
the university to publish information 
on where students and faculty feel-
ing victimized can go for help.

“It’s unfortunate because it’s a case 
of two rights in opposition to each 
other,” she said. “So which right pre-
vails, the freedom of speech or the 
freedom to security of person? It’s 
an issue that continues to go unre-
solved.”

Th e Womens’ Resource Centre 
declined to comment.

“Th is is not an issue about Free-
dom of Speech; the paramount is-
sues for the university are the needs 
to uphold its legal right to manage 
activities on campus, and to ensure 
the safety and security for the thou-
sands of students, staff , faculty and 
community members on campus 
each day,” said administration. 

Th e CPL is also going through an 
appeal process with the Students’ 
Union to maintain its club status. 
Th e SU clubs committee ruled that 
CPL violated SU policy by violat-
ing university bylaws, but failed 
to specify which ones. Th e group 
will stay an SU club as the appeal 
progresses. A decision should be 
reached in two weeks.

Communist leader talks economics in Calgary

Campus Pro-Life returns 
Administration warns more trespassing charges will be fi led

Some students fi nd the graphic GAP images offensive. 
Chris Pedersen/the Gauntlet

see communistm, page 8
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Laura Bardsley
Gauntlet News

Although the state of aff airs in 
Rwanda have quieted down since 
1994, its violent past will not be 
soon forgotten. At Big Rock Uni-
versity, the brewery hosts a lecture 
every month on a diff erent issue. 
Th is month’s speech was about the 
Rwandan genocide. 

Th e featured speaker, Univer-
sity of Calgary sociology professor 
Dr. Augustine Brannigan, dis-
cussed his studies and experience in 
Rwanda. 

He focused on the Rwandan 
genocide, when Hutus killed hun-
dreds of thousands of Tutsis. 

Brannigan explained that the 

sporadic violence resulted from a 
large number of Tutsi refugees com-
ing to Rwanda and its surrounding 
nations in 1990. Th e Rwandan Civil 
War vastly increased ethnic ten-
sions in the country aft er the Rwan-

dan Patriotic Front, comprised 
mainly of Tutsis, invaded Rwanda 
from Uganda. 

France helped the Hutus gain 
power, Brannigan said. He argued 
that without French aid, the geno-

cide would have had fewer casual-
ties. 

However, the French were not to 
have the brunt of the blame. 

In 1994, the killings were car-
ried out by two Hutu militias — 
the Interahamwe and the Impuza-
mugambi  — who were associated 
with political parties. Directing the 
genocide was the Hutu group 
known as the Akazu. 

“You are far more likely to die at 
the hands of the state than to die at 
the hands of a mass murderer,” said 
Brannigan.

When the killings were over and 
the trials and insights started, the 
lack of remorse by the perpetrators 
wasn’t completely astonishing, said 
Brannigan. He explained that when 

an individual is asked by their state 
to do something, then prosecuted 
for it, the individual doesn’t see it 
as their fault because they just did 
what they were told to. 

Because of the number of illit-
erate people in Rwanda, the radio 
was used to transmit news from the 
government. When the only two ra-
dio stations, Radio Rwanda and Ra-
dio Télévision Libre des Mille Col-
lines, started to advocate violence 
towards the Tutsis, the population 
responded. It was clear, Brannigan 
said aft er touring the trials, that 
the displacement of blame onto the 
state wasn’t surprising. 

“If it’s not lost, hopefully it won’t 
be repeated,” he said, aft er present-
ing slides of countless death sites. 

Sarelle Azuelos
News Editor

The faculty of Fine Arts will 
have to make do with less 
support staff  aft er shedding 

over a dozen positions during the 
last few months. 

Four individuals were let go and 
several vacant or part-time posi-
tions with interim staff  were dis-
continued. 

Many of the positions lost be-
longed to the fi rst people students 
approached if they had questions, 
said Students’ Union fi ne arts rep-
resentative Joey Brocke. 

“It’s always regrettable,” said 
Brocke. “It’s an unfortunate situ-
ation when you have to lose 
people, especially people that 
were that visible to students.”

Th e four positions terminated 

belonged mainly to administrative 
or support staff . Brocke said two 
technicians are the only losses that 
will directly aff ect students. With-
out them, arts majors won’t have 
constant access to labs. 

All faculties had their bud-
gets frozen and were required to 
balance them despite increased 
costs. 

“Our budget has been held to 
the same expectations as other 
faculties,” said fi ne arts dean 
Dr. Ann Calvert. “Th e only tool we 
really have is to reduce positions.”

She explained that the cuts are 
not related to a drop in donations. 
Th e total donations haven’t been 
calculated yet for this year, but do-
nations usually go to special proj-
ects or scholarships, not operating 
costs. 

“Most of them won’t impact ac-

tual academic off erings and class-
es,” said Brocke.

He added that the decision had 
nothing to do with the upcoming 
faculty amalgamation decision. A 

vote to combine the faculties of 
fi ne arts, humanities, social sci-
ence and communications and cul-
ture will be going to the Board of 
Governors at the end of April. 

“If you look at the data for 
faculty amalgamation, moving 
to a larger unit would allow for 
more budget fl exibility, essen-
tially making it more stable,” said 
Brocke.

Th e fi ne arts faculty went 
through similar cuts in 2003. 
Fourteen positions were cut as 
part of a reorganization due to 
budget decrease. 

“I’d hoped it would not happen 
again aft er 2003,” said Calvert. “It’s 
never a good thing when you have 
to make those decisions. We’ll no-
tice that they’re not there.”

More cuts came in 2004 aft er the 
university cut $60 million from 
its total budget to pay off  its out-
standing defi cit. 

Calvert is sure that other facul-
ties will have to make similar cuts 
if budgets stay frozen.

The fi ne arts faculty has shed over two dozen positions since 2003.
Martin Lussier/the Gauntlet

Fine arts cuts staff again
Dean Ann Calvert said other faculties will soon follow

U of C prof reminisces about time in Rwanda

Brannigan calls for rememberance to avoid repetition. 
Tristan Taylor/the Gauntlet
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Rhiannon Kirkland
Gauntlet News

Most Calgarians are familiar with 
long wait times for medical services 
over the past three years. University 
of Calgary’s dean of medicine Dr. 
Tom Feasby has been trying fi nd 
out what can be done to reduce the 
times for MRIs.

Th e fi rst part of his study revealed 
some centres didn’t have systems for 
prioritizing scans and others didn’t 
monitor their systems to ensure that 

Over 400 anti-racist activists came out to protest on Saturday.
Lindsay Goodwin/the Gauntlet

target times for urgent cases are met. 
Th e target time for an acute scan 
varied from 24 hours to two weeks 
across Canada.

“Centres did not have adequate 
processes for prioritization,” said 
Feasby. “Th ey didn’t carefully track 
how well they meet the targets they 
had, if they had targets. Th ere wasn’t 
much in the way of quality control.”

Feasby recommended that target 
times be set and monitored to en-
sure that they’re met. He added that 
defi nitions and criteria for the diff er-
ent areas of need should be clear and 
standardized.

Th e study found a lack of consis-
tent standards of care across Canada. 
Diff erent regions provide a range of 
standards and services and little 
to no standardization exists, said 
Feasby. He added that it would be 
diffi  cult to set national standards 
because it is a provincial responsibil-
ity. Th e ability to set standards lies 
with radiology department heads at 

Sarelle Azuelos
News Editor

A white supremacist group 
that marched downtown 
last weekend was met 

with strong opposition, but not 
everyone was pleased with the 
result. 

Th e Aryan Guard, an anti-
Semitic, racist and homophobic 
group based in Calgary, organized 
a White Pride march from the 
Mewata Armoury to City Hall on 
March 21, the International Day 
for the Elimination of Racism and 
Discrimination. 

Over 400 Anti-Racist Action 
Calgary supporters congregated in 
front of City Hall early that morn-
ing to wait for word of the AG 
march. At about 3 p.m., the two 
groups met downtown and chants 
of “increase the peace” and “you’re 
not welcome” began. 

Th e Aryan Guard was unable 
to make it to City Hall and the 
Calgary Police Service called a 
bus to escort them away from the 
confl ict. 

“I think it was a resounding suc-
cess,” said ARA spokesperson Jason 
Devine. “A few individuals result-

ed to throwing objects. Of course 
it was stupid to throw stuff .”

Devine estimated about a dozen 
protesters were engaged in the 
violence. Two people are reported 
with minor injuries. 

“I’m not sure if it was pretty suc-
cessful,” said anti-racist protestor 
Paula Russel. “A non-confronta-
tional protest was my goal.”

Most media reported that three 
people were arrested — one Aryan 
Guard member and two anti-racist 
protestors — but Devine argued 
there were more. 

“Every time they say they’re 
going to march, we’re going to 
be there,” he said. “Th e only 
downside was the police harass-
ment.”

Th ere have been three com-
plaints of police abuse to date. 
Fift y police offi  cers kept a bar-
rier between the groups with their 
bikes. 

A March 3 CBC article said 
that police met with the groups 
beforehand to warn that they 
would not tolerate any violence, 
but that both had a right to free 
speech. 

“Th ey’re a violent gang, they’re 
not a political group,” said Devine. 

MRI wait times need help

White supremacists blocked from City Hall

individual centres, then with health 
regions and, ultimately, with provin-
cial governments. 

Th e second part of the study is 
looking at the appropriateness of 
MRI scans and to what extent people 
receive scans when they don’t need 
them. 

“We suspect that there may be a 
substantial proportion of scans that 
are inappropriate and therefore don’t 
need to be done,” said Feasby. “We 
don’t give everybody cardiac surgery 
or brain surgery, we have certain 
specifi c indications for them and so 
why not for something like this.”

Feasby suggested that guidelines 
for referring doctors and for MRI 
centres could help to reduce the 
number of inappropriate scans and 
therefore wait times.

“Calgary’s actually got a good sys-
tem,” he said. “Th ey’ve got three cat-
egories. Th ey defi ne them carefully. 
Th ey set targets and they generally 
met their targets.”

“Th ey promote and espouse vio-
lence, their members have at-
tacked people. Why should 
they have the right to promote 
hate?”

Th e Canadian Charter of Rights 
and Freedoms states that “ev-
eryone has the following funda-
mental freedoms: . . . freedom 
of thought, belief, opinion and 
expression.” 

Devine was pleased that the 
number of Aryan Guard marchers 
seemed similar to last years, and 
that the group was not growing.
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Katy Anderson
Features Editor

What does the Macarena 
and a deadly confl ict 
in Africa have in com-

mon? University of Calgary stu-
dents are pairing with local entre-
preneurs to put a stop to both.

Night to Fight: a Benefi t for Dar-
fur will feature live local music, an 
interactive fashion show and a vi-
sual art installation in an eff ort to 
raise money for international hu-
manitarian organization Doctors 
Without Borders. 

Th e awareness event will be held 
at the MacEwan Hall Ballroom 
on Saturday and is co-sponsored 
by the U of C chapter of STAND, 
an international club dedicated 
to advocating for the preven-
tion of genocide, and by grass-
roots Calgary publication atbt 
Magazine. Art can add meaning to 
the distant confl ict, said atbt Mag-
azine co-founder Brendan Kane. 

“We’re trying to push students 
into activism, but into fun activ-
ism,” said Kane. “I think in terms of 
the issues in Darfur, it’s a very dark 
subject and people have a hard time 
relating to it, so we’re trying to put 
things together so people can ini-
tially relate and at least have knowl-
edge about the situation.”

STAND president Michelle 
Cheung is adamant that, although 
far away from the confl ict, Calgar-
ians can make a diff erence in the 
war in western Sudan, which has 
killed an estimated 400,000 and 
displaced over two million.

STAND was founded in 2007 by 
a group of American students who 
were shocked that they didn’t know 
about the confl ict. Members are 
hopeful the genocide in Darfur can 
be ended, they stopped using the 
acronym Students Taking Action 
Now Darfur to emphasize its tem-
poral nature.

“Our hope is that we can stop 
the genocide in Darfur and aft er 

that the organization can continue 
to work towards stopping other 
crimes against humanity,” said 
Cheung. 

She encouraged students to get 
angry that the Canadian govern-
ment, known for its eff orts to en-
sure peace, isn’t taking action.

“I know a lot of students feel like 
they can’t do anything in terms of 
aff ecting policy changes, but we 
have this huge voice that is so un-
tapped and so many people don’t 
know about what’s going in Dar-
fur,” she said. “Th e more we get an-
gry about what’s going on, the more 
likely that Canadian politicians are 
going to be forced to listen to us.”

Cheung encouraged students 
to call 1-800-Genocide, a hotline 
that directs callers to Prime Minis-
ter Stephen Harper’s offi  ce, Liberal 
Leader Michael Ignatieff  and even 
the foreign minister, noting the 
more people that voice concerns, 
the higher Darfur will rise on the 
agenda.

Saturday’s event will feature 30 
local artists and their wares from 
Market Collective, a live visual arts 
installation by Art Life Gallery, an 
interactive fashion show put on 
by Split Pea Vintage and a speech 
given by Alberta Liberal leader 
David Swann, who once fasted 
on Parliament Hill for Darfur.

Kane also promised that the 
bands — Th e Kronic Groove Band, 
Th e Fast Romantics, Platinum Alibi 
and Calm Asa Coma — will be so 
lively and fun, the event may start a 
new social trend, putting an end to 
grooving techniques from the days 
of yore.  

“You’re going to see people do-
ing dance moves that they’ve never 
attempted before, all brand new 
dance moves like the twist when 
that was huge and the Macarena,” 
said Kane.

Take a stand for Darfur and the Macarena

Live music and local art will support Doctors Without Borders.
Geoff MacIntosh/the Gauntlet

The all-ages event starts Saturday at 5 p.m. Tickets 
are $10 at the door with all proceeds going to 

Doctors Without Borders. A beer garden and raffl e 
tickets for some of the art will be available.



8   M A R C H  2 6 . 0 9  G A U N T L E T  N E W S

Claire Fenton
Gauntlet News

It’s a wonder how a human being 
can remain optimistic aft er see-
ing a child turned into a human 

bomb, but even aft er witnessing that, 
Canada’s former deputy commander 
of the Afghanistan mission insists 
Afghanistan is not a barbaric place, 
just culturally diff erent.

Colonel Jamie Cade was the dep-
uty commander of Joint Task Force 
Afghanistan during May 2008 to 
February 2009 — the most active 
period for NATO forces since entering 
Afghanistan. Th e force faced more 
acts of violence and improvised ex-
plosive devices than previous years. 
He spoke at the University of Calgary 
on Monday about Canada’s role in 
the mission.

Canada, Cade explained, is put-
ting in security, governance, recon-
struction and development systems 
to assist the downsizing of the Tal-
iban and build a sustainable country. 
Th ese systems are designed to pay 
for lawful policemen, build schools, 
hire credible teachers, create irriga-
tion systems to boost agriculture and 
build a bureaucracy — no small task 

Optimism in Afghanistan
to complete before Canada’s involve-
ment ends in 2011. 

“2011 is a government decision, 
a political decision,” he said. “Quite 
honestly, we know where we need 
to go and we will continue to work 
towards that.”

According to the Canadian 
National Defence website, since 
May 2008, 34 Canadians soldiers 
were killed in Afghanistan, 25 by 
IEDs. With 116 fallen Canadians 
since the beginning of the Afghan 
mission, the ability to detect explo-
sives and prevent more losses is a pri-
ority for Canadians back home and 
for those on the ground who have 
lost comrades. 

“Th e fi nd rates have been going 
up,” said Cade. “When we came in the 
countryside it was about 30 per cent, 
and when we left  it was about 
60 per cent. Kandahar City was more 
dramatic, [it was] about 40 per cent 
and it went up to 85 per cent.”

Th e Afghan National Army and 
Afghan National Police conduct 
sweeps to fi nd explosives, which 
can be considered a success in itself, 
Cade said. 

Another success was the Kajaki 
Dam in Helmand Province, said 

Cade. Th e dam was the result of 
a multinational operation which 
transported a turbine for the dam to 
bring that area electricity. Access to 
electricity averages six hours a day 
and also downsizes Taliban infl uence 
over the Afghan people.

“You will never get rid of the Tal-
iban, the Taliban is a religious move-
ment,” explained Cade. “It’s a ques-
tion of how much infl uence over the 
political process does an extremist 
religious movement have.”

Cade also said that the real enemy 
was not insurgents, but illiteracy.

“If people can’t read, they can’t 
challenge what they are being told,” 
he said. “It’s very hard to get them 
to understand, to accept changes or 
other ideas without education. It’s a 
very, very poor country, people are 
going to feed their families and if the 
system doesn’t provide employment, 
then the insurgents and drug indus-
try will.”

Cade boasted that Canada was the 
best at seeing these obstacles and cre-
ating systems to bring employment. 
He said that focused assets have 
helped change Canada’s reputation. 

“We can draw on money for devel-
opments, we can put security forces 

in, we can put more money into the 
law and order fund,” he said. “We are 
the leaders in Kandahar.”

However, Canada stepped back 
on a major issue: the eradication of 
the narcotics trade. While abolishing 
all poppy crops could reduce drug 
trade, Cade foresaw that it would 

have counterproductive eff ects.
 “Th e reason our national policy 

right now is against eradication is 
because [it’s] only hurting the farm-
ers,” said Cade. “And how are they 
going to get money to buy food? 
Well, they’re going to go work for the 
Taliban.”

of the minimum wage to at least 
$15 per hour to ensure people stay 
above the offi  cial level of poverty.

“Where wealth is produced, by the 
bucket loads — let’s take the ques-
tion of energy, the oil and gas indus-
try, our party is for the nationaliza-
tion of oil and gas in this country 
— use those resources, not to go into 
the coff ers of private corporations 
[but] to go into general revenue so 
that they can be used to do precisely 
those measures,” Figueroa said. “We 
think the solution is very clearly to 
put people before corporate greed.”

Figueroa fi nds the case of ailing 
insurance giant AIG interesting. Th e 
American company was bailed out 
by $180 billion of taxpayer money 
and is currently the subject of Con-
gressional hearings aft er handing out 

$165 million in executive bonuses.
“Th e answer given by [Federal 

reserve chairman] Ben Bernanke in 
the hearings to the question of why 
this was done was very simple,” said 
Figueroa. “He said, ‘Well, AIG is just 
too important, too central to the 
American economy to allow it to fail.’ 
But that begs the question, if these 
monopolies . . . are so central to the 
welfare of the society, of the entire 
country, is it appropriate that they 
should be privately controlled and 
administered for a very select few 
who are the primary benefi ciaries of 
that? Or should it in fact be socially 
owned?”

He added that the answer is not 
to tinker with a broken system, but 
systematic and fundamental change.

“We think that answer’s socialism.”

Communism, cont’d from page 4
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Playground zones are silent schedule 
killers. The seconds drivers waste 
going 20 kilometres per hour slow-

er than they need to could be better spent 
doing other things: buying coffee, reading 
Twitter posts, making more children. It’s 
an outrage that we even consider slowing 
down with all these other useful things that 
could be taken care of in those precious sec-
onds. Calgary has more playground zones 
than any other city in Canada, according 
to the Calgary Sun, and though there was 
a City Council plan in the works to drop 
the speed limits in some zones, it was aban-
doned. Why?

In our Darwinistic and capitalist world, 
we let the mantra of survival of the fittest 
reign in the job market, yet we expect oth-
ers to watch out for the safety of our young. 
I’m telling you, sister, our young need to 
watch out for their own safety, because it 
ain’t going to happen in the real world. No 
sir, not with the violence on the streets and 
the drugs in our schools.

Children wander through life expecting 
their noses to be wiped, their craw stuff ed 
with food, their university to be paid for and 
a room in the basement until at least the age 
of 30, possibly extending as far as 35 (I’m 
warning you now mom and dad). While our 
parents were leaving home at the age of 18 
to fend for themselves in the job market, 
this generation is sitting at home, smoking 

According to personally found statis-
tics, 90 per cent of Jon Roe’s argu-
ments have been wrong. Th is case is 

no diff erent. Th e abolishment of playground 
zones is a useless endeavor. Although one 
could admit that not having to slow down to 
avoid hitting short, wandering pedestrians 
would be quite benefi cial, it’s not the right 
move. Playground zones exist because said 
pedestrians are naive to the metal danger ap-
proaching them at high speeds. Th ese pedes-
trians, although capable of learning times-
tables and basic communication skills, 
cannot simply be taught to fear automobiles. 
Fear can be overcome and then the short pe-
destrians would just wander into the street 
again without notice. Naiveté and curiosity 
have always been an easy way to overcome 
fear and half the kids out there don’t even 
know how to spell fear, let alone know what 
it is. Th ey’re too busy exploring the wonders 
of tyke-life to be slowed down by something 
they can’t spell. 

Yes, there are less children each day 
found out wandering the streets or playing 
on the neighbourhood playground, but 
the small percentage that are still outside 
need protection. You gotta help a brother 
out in those kind of situations and slow 
down for the little tykes. If children are 
not going outside because of the dangers 
their parents make up for them to fear, 
then ridding the streets of low speed limits 

weed and watching the Daily Show and the 
Colbert Report, complaining about politics 
while not yet paying for their own utilities. 
Maybe if we had to really look both ways 
before crossing the street we’d be looking 
out for the man instead of expecting the 
man to look out for us.

Besides, when was the last time you 
drove by a playground zone and there 
were actually children playing in the play-
ground? That’s right, never. Parents are 
smart enough these days to keep their 
children inside. If parents aren’t releasing 
their children to a possible onslaught of 
metal and rubber, then who are we pro-
tecting? Unloved children. A parent would 
have to hate their children quite a bit to let 
them play in a world of gang violence and 
serial rapists and if a parent can’t love their 
own child, there must be something seri-
ously wrong with it anyway.

The point is, children need to learn to 
fear cars. While they lolly-gag through 
crosswalks, fingers stuck rebelliously up 
their noses, they develop a false sense of 
security. The result is people getting hit by 
C-Trains, despite obviously marked tracks 
and the loud and large nature of the vehi-
cles. We need to stop coddling our youth, 
otherwise they turn into pudgy, obnoxious 
and offensive university students.

Jon Roe

would only worsen this problem. 
Jon Roe is arguing that we’re coddling our 

youth, but the youth need to be coddled to 
grow up just like us. Th ey need the speed 
limits, hand holding and training wheels to 
properly adjust to adolescence and univer-
sity age. Th e young aren’t able to watch out 
for their own safety, so our eff orts must do 
the deed. As a generation we must foster the 
next one’s safety in hope of more generations 
to come. Th is partly means slowing down to 
avoid injuring those around now. 

Th ese little pedestrians, as well as their ag-
ing parents who take them to the park, are 
at risk without the protection of playground 
zone speed limits. Well, the loved children at 
least. Th e unloved children, running rampant 
without parental supervision, still need some 
protection. When they’re high in the street, or 
stumbling drunkenly in the daylight hours, a 
speed limit of 30 kilometres per hour means 
the diff erence between their death and a bro-
ken leg. Personally, a broken leg would be a 
better lesson learned — only the living can 
learn from a funeral.

In coddling our youth, we’re really just teach-
ing them the lesson: fostering hope and care 
for others. With the way most kids these days 
refuse to believe in a religion, there has to be 
someway to communicate the basic moral of 
caring for others. Speed limits help.

Laura Bardsley

Should playground zones be abolished?

In our Darwinistic and 
capitalist world, we let the 
mantra of survival of the 
fi ttest reign in the job 
market, yet we expect 
others to watch out for the 
safety of our young. Our 
young need to watch out 
for their own safety.

A speed limit of 
30 kilometres per hour 
means the difference 
between their death and 
a broken leg. Personally, 
a broken leg would be a 
better lesson learned — 
only the living can learn 
from a funeral.

Yes No
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Like a kid in a candy store, 
journalists are salivating 
over Michelle Obama’s ev-

ery utterance and action. From 
her championing of locally grown 
whole foods to her dual identities of 
mother and lawyer, the latest of the 
seemingly endless accolades are di-
rected not at her brains or balanced 
life, but her biceps. Th e new fi rst 
lady is a babe and is being hailed 
as “an inspiration to any women 
hitting the gym.” Pictured in every 
colour, cut and manner of sleeveless 
fashion, Mrs. Obama’s arms have 
the media squirming with indeci-
sion about how exactly to celebrate 
the unprecedented ability to throw 
the caption “the right to bare arms” 
anywhere near the photo of a Dem-
ocrat. 

And while the response remains 
positive, if not excessive, the hail-
ing and hooting has been met with 
some disapproval. Some credible 

The female arm of the head of state
media personalities have suggested 
that the visibility of her athleticism 
is somehow less feminine, as if to 
say that while strong women are 
still to be held as the gold standard 
for upcoming generations of girls, 
the feminized variant of strength 
preferred by journalists and popu-
lar culture is one that is spontane-
ous or ad-hoc; a kind of strength 
that aggregates itself as a reactive 
force, rather than an enduring, un-
challenged empowerment. In other 
words, female strength is ideally 
characterized solely as strength of 
character, while the image of mus-
cularity is only tolerable in limited 
doses.

Fashion writers in New York, Los 
Angeles and London are all a little 
uncomfortable with this recent and 
increasing fl ash of buff  arms — call 
it a revelation — that belong not 
to some pop starlet or Hollywood 
icon, but the traditionally ultra-
docile, ultra-understated fi rst lady. 
Th ough high fashion media takes 
no shame in policing what they 
deem to be deviant fashion choices, 
their open criticism of the appro-
priateness of Mrs. Obama’s deci-
sion to don sleeveless numbers at 

congressional and state events re-
fl ects only marginal interest in her 
clothes, taking implicit aim at her 
physique. 

While I can respect that personal 
opinions regarding attractiveness 
remain just that — personal — I 
am not prepared to accept that a 
culture that hails itself as having 
progressive views about gendered 
body types and denies prescrip-
tive imagery is still trying to cover 
up (pun intended) aesthetically 
manifested physical strength as a 
feminine quality. As evidence that 
I am not out to lunch (although 
I would like to know what Mrs. 
Obama fancies on her lunch plate) 
the comments of New York Times 
journalist David Brooks illuminate 
this very fact: “She’s made her point. 
Now she should put away Th under 
and Lightning.” Is Brooks actually 
condemning Michelle Obama’s (or 
more likely, her stylist’s) decision 
to give women’s muscles a gentle 
push toward the mainstream? Per-
haps more to the point, should we 
leave it to popular culture to in-
struct women and men as to which 
specifi c variant of fi tness or fatness 
makes it acceptable to bear a certain 

appendage? While on the one hand, 
personal trainers are falling over 
themselves, marketing fi tness pro-
grams that will deliver Obama-like 
arms, there are fashion conserva-
tives who have no desire to expand 
the body image status quo to broad-
en the scope of beauty and feminin-

The need for innovation in 
the gaming industry was a major 
theme in many gaming publica-

tions’ years-in-reviews. Innova-
tion, it was concluded, was need-
ed to bring the industry out of a 
stagnant cycle and move it for-
ward into new, uncharted territo-
ry. Not only was it recommended 
that game developers go out on 
a limb, it was also suggested that 
players become more forgiving 
toward attempts at fresh, creative 

and quirky games. Whether in-
novation is really coming is yet to 
be seen. But after attending “The 
Future of Gaming” event held in 
Scurfield Hall last Wednesday, I 
can safely say that we should feel 
confident about the future of our 
favourite medium.

Hardware was one of the big 
three topics of discussion at the 

event and, led by Hewlett Pack-
ard Global Voodoo business unit 
chief technology officer Rahul 
Sood, the forecast for gaming 
hardware was bleak but promis-
ing at the same time. Microsoft 
and Sony’s tales of production 
of their respective console sys-
tems have been catalogued suffi-
ciently — a quick Google search 

will bring you the stories of the 
development of these systems. 
Hearing the other side of these 
stories, namely the loss of money 
on behalf of each company, was 
very interesting and should fore-
cast the future of these two jug-
gernauts. Further, it seems that 
Nintendo is and will be king for a 

ity to the extent that gendered ideas 
of body can be left  by the wayside. 
But it’s not like there is any more 
important news. I mean, aside from 
the superfi cial news about congres-
sional hearings about executive 
bonuses, economic forecasting and 
foreign policy decisions.

Jaya Dixit
Gauntlet Opinions

Andrew Swan
8bit

The future of gaming: where the industry’s next steps should lead

see future of gaming, page 13
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Stephen Harper doesn’t care 
about black . . . figures. Last 
week, Harper publicly de-

fended his government’s decision 
to reduce the Goods and Services 
Tax from its initial seven per cent 
to five per cent as a crucial mea-
sure to stimulate growth in our 
suffering economy. This state-
ment was in response to criticism 
of the GST cut levelled against the 
Conservatives by former Bank of 
Canada gov-
ernor David 
Dodge. Harp-
er’s response, 
though expect-
ed, is like the 
denial of a child 
with his hand in 
the cookie jar. 
The decision 
to cut the GST 
was little more 
than a political 
gimmick — one 
that has had a role to play in the 
accumulation of a projected $34 
billion deficit for the current fis-
cal year — and Harper’s contin-
ued defence of the cut is a stub-
born refusal to accept this reality.

The reduction in the GST will 
cost the federal coffers an esti-
mated $12 billion to $14 billion 
annually and, while we would 
still be in red figures without 
this consumption tax cut, this is 
money that could be put to bet-
ter use in these dire economic 

times. It is unlikely that Harper 
would have pushed forward with 
the GST reduction had he foreseen 
the impending shit-kicking of the 
market ominously looming. That 
Harper was oblivious to the threat 
is no more his fault than any of 
the other world leaders who were 
equally ill-prepared. 

Where Harper’s government 
can be faulted, though, is in its 
willingness to toy with the GST 
revenue for short-term political 
gain. To suggest that there was a 
more prominent strategic motive 
for cutting the GST than to buy 
votes is pure folly. When the de-
cision was made, the federal gov-
ernment was afloat with cash and 

the loss of GST 
revenue seemed 
a worthwhile 
compromise to 
win voters. Now 
that the surplus-
es have gone 
dry and our 
economy is reel-
ing, Harper’s 
i r r e s p o n s i b l e 
election prom-
ise has proved 
damaging. 

Harper’s claim that the GST cut 
is crucial for spurring economic 
growth is at odds with Dodge, 
economists from the Canada 
West Foundation, CD Howe In-
stitute and the Canadian Cham-
ber of Commerce, among others. 
Many of these groups suggest a 
reduction in income tax would 
have been a better alternative 
to the reduction of the GST. It 
is estimated that a one per cent 
reduction in the GST will save 
the average Canadian household 

Teaching Excellence Awards: nominate a kick-ass teacher today!

www.su.ucalgary.ca

Pamela 
Weatherbee
VP Academic

Did you know you can formally 
recognize an instructor or professor 
that made a big difference in your 

academics this past semester? 

Maybe you have been fortunate enough 
to have had 2 or 3 teachers who positively 
engaged you in a specific course or enhanced 
your overall undergraduate experience. The 
Student’s Union wants to recognize these 

teachers, whether sessional, instructor or 
professor, who have made a difference! 
We want to promote excellent teaching and 
engagement on campus – so here’s your 
chance to recognize a faculty member for 
making a difference. 

Based on student feedback, the Students’ 
Union will select a winning instructor as 
well as an honourable mention from each of  
the fourteen faculties on campus. Winning 
recipients will receive a $500 monetary award 
and a $1,000 cash donation. Each honourable 
mention will receive a $250 monetary award 
and a $500 donation to be put towards the 

library of  their choice or to the Teaching and 
Learning Center on campus.  

Log on to the Students’ Union website at 
www.su.ucalgary.ca today and click the link to 
the Teaching Excellence Award Nominations 
page. There, you can access and fill out the 
Teaching Excellence Award form. Due to 
the overwhelming number of  nominations 
we have received in the past, each instructor 
will have to receive 5 recommendations from 
their students to be considered officially 
nominated.

We are also accepting nominations for 
Teaching Assistants from across any faculty for 

the chance to win one of  4 $250 TA awards. 

Winners will be awarded at an upcoming 
ceremony in April. 

Don’t forget, in a few months we will also be 
accepting nominations for those instructors 
who have classes during the spring and 
summer months. We’ll keep you posted on the 
SU web site.  

Harper’s hand in the jar

The SU View is provided by the Students’ Union and published without Gauntlet editorial revision.

Conservative foibles with the GST

Tyler Wolfe
Gauntlet Ramblings

Harper’s 
response, though 
expected, is like 
the denial of a child 
with his hand in the 
cookie jar.

$250 per year; not exactly the 
type of financial windfall that’s 
going to convince consumers to 
head to the stores and fuel the 
economy. 

The primary objective of the 
GST reduction was political, not 
economic. The unwillingness of 
the prime minister to acknowl-
edge this failed policy demon-
strates his inability to make the 
tough decisions his position re-
quires. To raise the GST would be 
a difficult decision to make, but 
probably the right one. Instead, 
Harper has stuck his head in the 
sand and is waiting for the crisis 
to pass. While he may not actu-
ally be adverse to black figures, 
Harper’s air of infallibility will 
hamper his efforts to return the 
books to the black.
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It seems as if our provincial gov-
ernment has hatched another 
plan to catch all the speeders 

in Alberta. Since the start of 2009, 
all red-light cameras have been up-
graded to snap photos of all cars who 
pass through lights regardless of the 
colour. Is it just another cash grab? 
It fucking feels like it. Just like the 
ticket quota enforced on our police 
offi  cers and the use of photo radar 
to blindly ticket all off enders, green-
light cameras are another way for the 
city to pocket money.

Calgary police’s fancy new toys
Th is new protection for drivers 

supposedly solves two problems, 
claims Paul Oss, a spokesman for the 
provincial government: it will catch 
speeders and those who run red 
lights. Seriously though, if someone 
was to run a red light, they usually 
wouldn’t be going the speed limit. 
Th at reasoning is ludicrous. If you 
want to protect drivers, educate 
them, don’t punish them through 
excessive laws and cash grabs. 

What are the potential problems 
with this? What happens when peo-
ple slam on the breaks to go through 
green lights? Eighty-kilometre-per-
hour fender benders, especially in 
the winter, when Calgary’s roads be-
come treacherous. 

Th is supposed protection doesn’t 
actually solve any problems other 

than fi lling out the big boys’ salary. 
In fact, it seems like it will create a 
more hazardous environment. One 
of the most dangerous aspects of 
driving is the interaction with other 
drivers. Th is occurs most frequently 
at intersections and by adding an-
other complication or threat to driv-
ers, they will be forced to choose be-
tween a safe decision and a cheaper 
decision in the case of an emergency. 

Another aspect of this new law 
enforcement technique is that it 
will double charge a single driver 
for one act. If someone is caught 
speeding through a red light, they 
will get double fi ned. It is like getting 
yelled at for not knowing the right 
answer in class, then also getting 
docked participation marks for be-
ing a dumbass. It doesn’t really make 
sense nor is it fair. 

Citizens are in the midst of a four-
month grace period, which ends 
April Fool’s Day. Unfortunately, this 
isn’t a joke. Possibly the most irritat-

ing part of this whole thing is that 
no one seems to mind. Th is action 
taken by the provincial government, 
and approved by our municipality, 
directly aff ects all drivers. Th is will 
have negative consequences, espe-
cially in times of poor road condi-
tions. 

Green-light cameras suck. Th is 

is a call for our government to stop 
sucking. Enough with the cash-grab-
bing techniques. Th is potentially 
dangerous decision to punish those 
that speed through green lights will 
negatively aff ect all drivers, both safe 
and dangerous. Th e only solution to 
this problem is to take transit, but 
that sucks too. So ride a bike.

Tristan Taylor
Gauntlet Opinions

Green-light cameras a glorious new cash grab
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while; something that, no matter 
how hardcore of a gamer you are, 
should be embraced.

Innovation, though, is still key 
here and it is really easy for gam-
ers to shun those types of things 
when they play a new game. Gam-
ers know what they want and 
when we enter into a game with 
certain expectations that are not 
met, we are immediately disap-
pointed. But there is something 
to be said about completely odd 
gameplay. 

Immediately, Mirror’s Edge comes 
to mind. Released late last year, it 
combined adventure elements with 
the fi rst-person perspective. A few 
cast the game aside, as fi rst-person 
has always been the domain of 
shooting games like Halo or Doom 
rather than the place for adventure 
games to call home. Either way, 
Mirror’s Edge is a case in point of 
spelunking into that cavernous 
place known as innovation and the 
tribulations of what happens when 
the bright lights of gamer opinion 
fi nd their way inside. What can be 

found is sometimes scary.
Casual games have become 

incredibly important since the 
Nintendo Wii was released. Steve 
Shatford from GamesCafe.com is 
on the front line of casual gaming 
and his slot of time at “The Future 
of Gaming” helped to really flesh 
out just how important and conge-
nial they have become. If anything, 
the kind of casual games that are 
easy to learn and easy to play are 
going to be an important cog for 
the future of the industry. This is 
especially true as more and more 
people who rarely if ever played 
video games before have now 
started playing them. There was 
a bizarre statistic last week stat-
ing that the Wii Fit has sold more 
units than the popular Halo 3.
 More and more we are starting 
to see the surging dominance of 
casual games and if we choose to 
dismiss them as inconsequential, 
we are just lying to ourselves.

Man’s best friend or big-
gest burden? Being a pet 
owner can be an enter-

taining and rewarding experience. 
Not only does caring for another 
teach responsibility, but it can pro-
vide a number of laughs along the 
way. However, being a domestic pet 
owner is much diff erent than own-
ing an exotic, or non-native, spe-
cies. Oft entimes, as these species 
grow, owners feel that they can no 
longer handle the responsibility of 
caring for their pet and assume that 
by setting it free, they are return-
ing the species to its home — the 
outdoors. Th e outdoors, though, is 
made up of a variety of ecosystems 
with specifi ed habitats for species in 
diff erent parts of the world; species 
cannot just be placed anywhere.

Miami, Florida offi  cials and the 
Metrozoo celebrated their fi ft h an-
nual Non-native Pet Amnesty Day 
this past Saturday. On this day, 
overwhelmed pet owners are able 
to donate their exotic species and 

Born free, but not in Florida
avoid any charges associated with 
violating Florida’s wildlife laws. 
Species that are given up at the Me-
trozoo are then examined by a li-
censed veterinarian and, if healthy, 
are adopted by alternative owners 
who are both willing and qualifi ed 
to take care of the species.

As an alternative to releasing 
exotic species into Florida’s wilds, 
Amnesty Day is extremely benefi -
cial to both the species in question 
and the surrounding area. When 
non-native species are placed in 
a foreign environment and left  to 
fend for themselves, it is not likely 
that they will survive. If they do, 
there is a great chance that the spe-
cies will become invasive and dis-
rupt the indigenous wildlife. If so, 
these exotic species could threaten 
those native to the environment, ei-
ther by treating them as prey or by 
eventually overpopulating them as 
they reproduce. Finding an adop-
tive owner who has the proper cre-
dentials, such as having applied for 
and received the appropriate licence 
or permit, is necessary to ensure the 
safety of all species and avoid such 
disruptions.

Yet, despite this, non-native spe-
cies still fi nd their way into foreign 
lands. Whether it is exotic marine 

life that have been carried over 
from the ballast water of a ship or 
barnacles and aquatic plants that 
have hitched a ride on the blades, 
hulls or propellers of a boat, there 
are endless ways for species to enter 
new environments. Exotic species 
can even be brought over in pack-
ing materials, infesting exotic wood 
or hiding on the sea weed and plant 
matter used to pack fruits and veg-
etables. In addition, through inter-
national food markets, exotic ani-
mals have, at times, either escaped 
or been released into Florida.

In those instances the invasion 
of non-native species is virtually 
unavoidable, but Amnesty Day ad-
dresses the issue with exotic pets 
being released into Florida. How-
ever, adopting such species as pets 
is just as harmful. It does not mat-
ter whether an exotic species is 
released into an outside environ-
ment, such as Florida’s ecosystem, 
or somewhere inside, such as a pet 
owner’s house; taking species out 
of their own habitats places their 
lives and the lives of other species 

sharing their habitats, in jeopardy. 
Exotic species are not domesticated 
nor are they meant to be. Keeping 
them as pets endangers both the 
species and the owner, since such 
a foreign environment could cause 
the species to rebel violently against 
the drastic change. Furthermore, 
the use of non-native species for 
purposes such as tourism, educa-

tion and exhibition, like in zoos and 
circuses, is to be frowned upon as 
well. Th e best place for exotic spe-
cies is roaming free in their own 
habitats, nowhere else. Th at is what 
Florida should be cracking down 
upon: enforcing the conservation of 
original wildlife habitats instead of 
bouncing species from one owner 
to the next.

The future of gaming, 
continued from page 10

Meagan Meiklejohn
Word Playa

For more information see “Video games surviv-
ing the recession,” posted in the news section at 

thegauntlet.ca
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So this week I’ve had two midterms 
just creep up on me, and frankly, I 
didn’t enjoy it. What’s with all these 
sneaky tests just popping up out of 
nowhere?! I demand more Blackboard 
notifi cations to remind me, as an ab-
sent-minded, alcohol-riddled student 
that should probably study instead of 
thursdenning this week. If you agree 
with me, or enjoy being a alcohol-
riddled student, please bring your TLF 
submission to MSC 319 or send it to 
tlfs@thegauntlet.ca. All submissions 
must include your name, ID number, 
phone number and signature. Sub-
missions judged to be racist, sexist, 
homophobic or an attack of a personal 
nature will not be permitted. 

Loo etiquette: 1. Cover the seat with 
entire bog-roll. 2. Do not fl ush. 3. 
Leave seat as is for next customer. 4. 
Scrawl on walls. 5. Drop paper towels 
on fl oor.

– *pigs united*

To all the people in the gym using 
the machinery, please wipe machines 
down after use. Thanks to you ass-
holes my sack boils.

– puss soaked crotch area

I’m looking to get some bailout mon-
ey. If you want to throw some mon-
ey around give it to me for beer and 
wings. It’s better than what GM is do-
ing with theirs.

– Sober and Hungry

My friend has an STI (not serious) & 
works out at the uni gym. He refuses to 
wear underwear & wipe the seats. I told 
the people at the desk & they didn’t do 
anything, so now I turn to TLFs. 

– regular

Even though you lost the game, you 
still have my heart and I plan on taking 
it back. Meeting soon...I’m starting the 
countdown.

– Ms. Right

“And nail them to the ceiling fan/Do as 
I command/Say “goodbye” then say 
“hello” again.”

– www.ChrisGheran.com

DODGEBALL! What more needs to be 
said? Gather 5-6 members from a club 
you belong to (or have made up) and 
show ‘em what you’ve got! $5/person 
to raise money for micro-credit. Friday, 
March 27 6:30pm-7:30pm in KN gym. 
email Jenni: japanekc@ucalgary.ca  
only space for 2 more clubs!

*Participation eligible for co-curricular 
transcript. Do you like animals and 
playing with children? Volunteer at the 
Calgary Zoo’s Easter Eggstravaganza 
where we will be organizing Easter-
themed games for children. You will 
get snacks and a free pass to return 
to the zoo. Email ccc@ucalgary.ca to 
participate.

International Student Energy Summit- 
Calgary June 11th-13th 2009 Scholar-
ships available to U of C undergraduate 
students ($695 value) Fuel the Future 
of Energy! www.studentenergy.org

Play Australian Rules Football this 
summer. New players wanted, no ex-
perience necessary! 

– www.calgarykangaroos.ca

Come & Participate in a CKOne Fra-
grance Giveaway! http://cndcommu-
nitylit.blogspot.com/2009/03/contest-
ck-one.html

– Contest Girl

UofC Kin Gamerz know how to party 
on a boat! WINK!!!! Cheers to the 
organizers, WIN!!!!!. Did you know 
Tom’s 18? 

– ED a.k.a. Adequate

University of Winnipeg has banned the 
sale of bottled water on their campus. 
Do your part in our campus and boy-
cott bottled water.

– Water is Free

Bass Player needed for Stoner Rock/
Metal Band Infl uences:  Kyuss, Or-
ange Goblin, QOTSA, Fu Manchu, 
etc. Must like beer and not suck. email 
dkpurdy@ucalgary.ca

Hey, I saw you rip down palestinian 
awareness week posters in a fi t of 
hate. If you cant be peaceful and open-
minded-Dont come to uni!

– PAW-supporter

I had something bad to say about a 
prof. But I’m not allowed to say it lest I 
get expelled. So much for free speech. 
Seems like profs have been given god 
status. They are the untouchable.

Environmental awareness week, re-
turn them lightbulbs for a walmart gift 
card. Hustleconomics 420.

Thanks to the GAP, I’ve been in a bad 
mood all of today. GTFO

TLFBOT DEMANDS SUBMISSIONS!!
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Grasshopper beats old master
Graeme Schnell wins second consecutive squash championship 

Graeme Schnell — two time champion.
Geoff MacIntosh/the GauntletGeoff MacIntosh/the Gauntlet

Chris ‘Doc’ Pedersen
Sports Editor

Winning two sports 
championships in a 
row in most sports is 

diffi  cult and squash is no diff erent.  
Graeme Schnell, a squash player 
from the University of Calgary, 
successfully defended his Canadi-
an University and Colleges Cham-
pionship in Toronto on March 8, 
defeating the University of Water-
loo’s Eric Dingle 3–2 (11–9, 6–11, 
9–11, 11–6, 11–5) in the fi nal.

“It felt really good to win a sec-
ond time,” said Schnell. “Th e fi rst 
one was more of a shock, this one 
I knew I was capable of winning.”

Schnell entered the tournament 
as the number one seed as he played 
in a lot of tournaments that counted 

towards the Canadian Squash rank-
ing. Being number one has advan-
tages and can make tournament 
play easier.

“Since I was the number one 

seed, I got a bye for the fi rst round,” 
said Schnell. “I got into the quarter-
fi nals without playing a game.”

Th e quarter-fi nals were not a dif-
fi cult task for Schnell and he eas-

ily defeated his opponent Andrew 
Kane from the University of Water-
loo 3–0 (11–5, 11–1, 11–3). 

“He was a decent player, but he 
didn’t really push me to hard,” said 
Schnell. “I got in there and got a 
feel for the court — since the ball 
bounces diff erently at sea level. As 
soon as I won that I progressed to 
the semis.”

Schnell was matched up in the 
semi-fi nal with Iain Crozier from 
the University of Western Ontario. 
Crozier plays in the National Col-
legiate Athletics Association in the 
United States and had the talent to 
present a tough challenge for Sch-
nell.

“I ended up taking him out in 
three straight sets,” said Schnell. “So 
that was good from a rest point of 
view because I didn’t want to get su-

per tired for the next day, plus it felt 
good to beat him 3–0 since he was a 
highly ranked player.”

With the semi-fi nals behind him, 
Schnell would be taking on the 

tournaments other superstar — his 
former coach Dingle.

“He used to coach me when I was 
a really, really young player,” said 
Schnell. “He is a really fi erce com-

petitor and it was cool to have two 
guys in the fi nal from the same club 
in Calgary.”

Aft er cruising through the fi rst 
two rounds as easily as a drunk frat 
boy fl ying down a slip and slide, the 
fi nal proved to be a much tougher 
aff air. Schnell took the fi rst game 
11–9 and then eased up. He felt 
the pressure from the crowd and 
slipped a little in the second and 
third game, losing 11–6 and 11–9. 

“I knew what he [Dingle] was 
capable of and really hard to beat,” 
said Schnell. “You can’t ease up 
on a guy like Eric. I was actually 
losing 2–1 and I was really, re-
ally nervous being the favourite. 
The whole crowd was against me, 
since I was from out west. You just 
have to tone that out.” 

SCORE

3 0
S C H N E L L K A N E

games

SCORE

3 0
S C H N E L L C R O Z I E R

games

Graeme Schnell rallies at the U of C against his brother. 

see SQUASH, page  16
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Squash, continued from page 15

Graeme Schnell performing at his best
Geoff MacIntosh/the Gauntlet

Schnell managed to relax aft er the 
third game and began to ignore the 
crowd, focusing on beating his old 
coach.  In the fourth and fi ft h game, 
he found his second wind and hand-
ily beat Dingle 11–6 and 11–5.

“I came out 
fi red in the fi ft h 
game and won 
those easily,” said 
Schnell. “Last 
year was a lot 
easier to win.”

By becoming 
the champion of 
Canada in a year 
that the World 
University Squash championships 
are held, Schnell qualifi ed and gets 
to travel to exotic places to compete. 
Last year Schnell traveled to Cairo, 
Egypt and is looking to head to Aus-
tralia if he is able to win a third Ca-
nadian championship next year.

It will take constant training, 
something which Schnell manages 
to fit into a busy school schedule.

“It depends so my exam sched-
ule, I wish I could say that I had 
a straight forward training sched-

ule. I try and 
play at least six 
hours a week. I 
try to play one 
hour a night. 
When I don’t 
have busy ex-
ams I try and 
get on two 
times a day for 
an hour. I nev-

er seem to go below five hours a 
week.”

If you find yourself in the 
squash courts at the U of C, look 
to see a redheaded squash phe-
nomenon battering a tiny rubber 
ball against a plain white wall.

SCORE

3 2
S C H N E L L D I N G L E

games
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Sport shorts
Chris ‘Doc’ Pedersen
Sports Editor

Women’s volleyball
Jesse Knight was named the 

full-time head coach of the Uni-
versity of Calgary Dinos wom-
en’s volleyball team. Knight was 
interim-coach for the 2008–09 
season. He led the Dinos to 16–4 
record and won a silver medal 
in the Canadian Interuniversity 
Sport volleyball championship. 

Next year will be his second 
season with the Dinos and he will 
look to take the team all the way 
and win the gold. Knight was as-
sistant coach for the University 
of British Columbia Thunder-
birds before coming to Calgary. 
He helped the Thunderbirds win 
the national championship last 
year. He replaced long-time head 
coach Kevin Boyles after Boyles 
became the Dinos athletic direc-
tor.

Women’s basketball
Women’s basketball head coach 

Shawnee Harle has recruited one of 
the top players in Calgary.

Tilly Ettinger, a Saint Mary’s 
Saints high school point guard,
will don the red and yellow next 
season. 

Ettinger was recently awarded 
the Dr. Arlene McGinn award rec-
ognizing the top female high school 
basketball player in Calgary. 

Ettinger is the Saints all-time 
leading scorer and spent three years 
at the Canada Basketball Centre for 
Performance.  

She fi nished her high school career 
with a city championship this season.

Dinos athletics
The annual award night for the 

Dinos will be held at the Red and 
White Club near McMahon Sta-
dium on March 31.  This night 
recognizes the achievements of 
the Dinos athletes throughout 
the school year. 

The night recognizes the male 
and female athletes of the year, 
rookies of the year, volunteer 
awards and the Gauntlet Extra 
Effort award given to a male and 
female who display heart and de-
termination in their sport.

The nominees for female ath-
lete of the year all come from 
teams that had tremendous suc-
cess this season, with three ath-
letes winning championships.  
Holly Harper (volleyball), Heidi 
Erdle (wrestling), Hanna Kubas 
(swimming), Heather Sim (cross-
country and track and field) and 
Katie Urness (hockey) are the 
2009 nominees.

The male nominees for the 
award sees three Canada West 
champions and a national gold 
medal winner. 

Ross Bekkering (basketball), 
Andrea Bonaventura (football), 
Sam Effah (track and field), Tra-
vis Friedley (hockey) and Matt 
Walter (football) are the nomi-
nees.

Nominees for female rookie of 
the year are Shelby Davey (hock-
ey), Erica Morningstar (swim-
ming) and Ali Sandholm (volley-
ball).

Chris Hoag (volleyball), Brock 
Nixon (hockey) and Andy Ro-
chon (basketball) are the nomi-
nees for male rookie of the year.

Gauntlet fi le photo

Male athlete of the year nominee  Ross Bekkering (#33) 
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CFL star to join Jamaican Bobsled team
Well, actually it’s the Canadian team, but wasn’t Cool Runnings a sweet movie?

The Canadian Olympic 
Committee has set a goal 
to finish first overall at the 

2010 Olympic Games in Vancou-
ver. It will take more than belief 
and inspirational quotes from 
kids on television to beat out the 
world’s top countries. 

To compete with the world, 
Canada must do whatever is nec-
essary to put them on the top of the 
podium. With the introduction of 
football player Jesse Lumsden to 
the Canadian bobsleigh program, 
the COC is proving that they are 
willing to break a sweat and put the 
best athletes in the games. 

Pierre Lueders and Jesse Lums-
den won the national two-man 
bobsleigh competition last Sat-
urday in Whistler. Lumsden had 
only been training with the na-
tional team for 
a week prior to 
this race—his 
first. 

L u m s d e n 
joined bobsleigh 
because it is ex-
cellent training 
for football — he 
currently plays 
for the Edmon-
ton Eskimos 
of the Canadian Football League. 
While he may have joined to pre-
pare for football, Lueders will con-
tinue training with the team during 
the summer, progressing towards a 
spot on the 2010 Olympic team.

Canada has not won a gold med-

al in bobsleigh since Pierre Lued-
ers and David MacEachern won in 
Nagano in 1998.  Since that time, 
Canada received no bobsleigh med-
als in Salt Lake City and won silver 

in Turin. Canada cannot compete 
on the world stage without the best 
athletes pushing the sleighs down 
the track. 

The entire world will be gun-
ning for Canada because we have 
a massive target on our backs 

with Own the Podium. Countries 
such as the United States and Rus-
sia, with populations that dwarf 
Canada’s, have an abundance of 
athletes to choose from. Canada 

is not lucky 
enough to have 
the massive 
population and 
must take our 
best athletes 
from all disci-
plines and allow 
them to com-
pete. 

Th e inclusion 
of Lumsden on 

the Olympic team proves that the 
Own the Podium campaign is cre-
ating a successful environment that 
will allow our athletes to win. It 
shows that the COC is willing to go 
beyond throwing money at the ath-
letes; it is going out and recruiting 
the best athletes. 

Frankly, no matter the symbolic 
peace and sportsmanship under-
tones of the games, the goal for ev-
ery country is to win and hold brag-
ging rights for four years. With the 
Olympic games heading to Vancou-
ver next year Canadian sports orga-

nizations cannot aff ord to be nice. 
This is no longer high school ath-
letics where fun and playing time 
should be available for all. It is the 
biggest sporting competition in 
the world and a time for ruthless-
ness. If Jesse Lumsden is skilled 
enough to steal a roster spot from 
a veteran then that is the way it 
should be. 

Th is theory should spill over to 
all sports, especially hockey where 
the team needs to be created of the 
right players, who can come togeth-
er and win. 

Th is may exclude some veterans 
from Salt Lake City and Turin or it 
may exclude talented rookies, but 
so be it. 

With such high expectation 
placed upon our athletes to win, 
the country must send the best 
athletes to Vancouver, the contes-
tants who possess the skill to claim 
the gold. 

I’m proud that Lumsden joined 
the bobsleigh team, and will work 
hard with his mates to ensure that 
Canada can place the best athletes 
on the ice, and maybe, just maybe, 
will be one medal of many hanging 
around Canadian athletes’ necks.

Chris ‘Doc’ Pedersen
Sports Editor

The inclusion of Lumsden on the 
Olympic team proves that the Own the 
Podium campaign is creating a 
successful environment that will allow 
our athletes to win.
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Olivia Brooks
Gauntlet Entertainment

All you need is a good sense of 
humour according to Tim Elliott, 
the producer of Morpheus Th eatre 
Company, to appreciate their pro-
duction of Gilbert and Sullivan’s op-
era Patience. Th e musical, directed 
by Richard Michelle-Pentelbury, 
satirizes the aesthetic movement of 
the time while telling the story of 
two rival poets fi ghting for the love 
and adoration of Patience (Naomi 
Williams-Covey), the local milk-
maid. Even though Patience was the 
second longest-running musical in 

its time, it is now one of the lesser-
known musicals in the Gilbert and 
Sullivan canon. However, do not ex-
pect anything less than a night brim-
ming with tomfoolery, young maid-
ens, aesthetics and military suitors. 

“[Patience is] when your wishes 
are granted,” says Elliott. 

Reginald Bunthorne (Michael 
Johnson), the “fl eshy poet,” is lust-
ing aft er Patience who eventually 
caves to Bunthorne’s wiles, but only 
because it is her duty. However, 
Bunthorne soon learns that being 
married to the village milkmaid 
has not made him as happy as he 
thought and he yearns for the wor-
ship of the 20 lovesick maidens who 
used to fl ock to him. Like any good 
comedic opera, Patience has its in-
trigues but closes with a happy end-

ing. Originally the role of Bunthorne 
was Gilbert and Sullivan poking fun 
at Oscar Wilde who was, as Elliott 
describes, “the poster boy” for the 
aesthetic movement. 

“[Th e] aesthetic movement is simi-
lar to what the hippie movement was 
in the ’60s or the next-gen in the ’90s,” 
he says. “It was the young people re-
belling against their elders. It still 
does speak to the modern times.” 

Th ose who are familiar with Wil-
de are sure to get a laugh from Bun-
thorne’s wild attire and songs about 
“the aesthetic line,” but Elliott also 
hopes that even those who are not 
familiar with Wilde will still get a 
laugh out of Bunthorne’s character.

Every season Morpheus Th eatre 
produces at least one Gilbert and 
Suillivan musical, whether it is one 

of their more commonly known 
ones such as Mikado or Pirates of 
Penzance or their lesser-known op-
eras such as Th e Gondoliers or Io-
lanthe. 

“One of the things Morpheus as 
a society would like to do is to do 
as many of the Gilbert and Sullivan 
operas as we can,” Elliot says. “We 
would like to have people whistling 
the arrays from Patience and hum-
ming the tunes from Iolanthe as they 
do the other ones [Mikado, Pirates, 
H.M.S. Pinafore].”

Even with the looming reces-
sion, Morpheus Th eatre’s Patience 
is still persevering with ticket sales 
matching previous years. Tradition-
ally, musicals bring in the larger 
crowds, but the extra appeal that 
Patience off ers its audience is enter-

Jordyn Marcellus
Entertainment Assistant

Starting April 1, the usually 
staid and conservative Calgary 
downtown core will be infi l-

trated by beatniks, hippies and even 
a few Rastafarians. Th ey’re all here 
for the 2009 Calgary International 
Spoken Word Festival, Canada’s 
largest spoken word festival and the 
premiere poetry event for Calgar-
ians. 

Presiding over the madness is 
Sheri-D Wilson, described in arts 
circles as the “mama of dada” and a 
Calgary-native herself. Aft er leaving 
Calgary at the age of 17, Wilson trav-
eled the world, living in cities like 
New York and Vancouver, honing 
her craft . Aft er returning to Calgary 
15 years ago, she’s been involved in 
all aspects of the spoken word com-
munity. But it wasn’t until the new 
millennium that she decided to 
make the huge leap into creating a 
festival devoted to spoken word in 
the city.

“In 2000, I went to Africa where I 
was performing as a poet and I was 
inspired to do something for my 
community so I came back [to Cal-
gary] and I started up this festival,” 
she says. “Th at’s really where it came 
from. It’s about the exchange of voice 
and the exchange of song. As we go 
into the seventh year, we’re meeting 
my original vision and dream.”

Most people conceptualize poet-
ry events as elitist gatherings where 
clove-smoking, beret-wearing beat-
niks with goatees and sunglasses 
snap their fi ngers to esoteric, drug-
addled ramblings. CISWF explores 
other aspects that don’t jive with 
people’s conceptions of what poetry 
events are.  

With the Calgary-based Dragon 
Fli Empire performing and reggae 
singers like Ras Michael, the festi-
val’s programming aims to bring 
poetry to the masses. 

“Th ere’s poetry, music and most 
of it is spoken word,” says Wilson. 
“It includes hip-hop, jazz, dub, beat, 
storytelling and slam… We have in-
ternational and local artists and we 
all come together to create a, what I 
think of as, an inclusive festival that 
gives voice to the people. Th at’s why 
I think [the festival is] so popular — 
it’s down-to-earth.”

One of the problems with trying 
to put on any arts event in Calgary 
is trying to fi nd a place to hold the 
show. Wilson herself identifi es that 
this is one of the major problems 
to putting on any cultural event in 
Calgary. 

“One of the things that Calgary 
must address is the fact that we 
don’t have many venues,” says Wil-
son. “In order to hold a very, very 
large event for international artists, 
we don’t have many venues to do 
that.”

Trying to keep the festival inex-
pensive is one of Wilson’s goals, de-
spite the international-calibre of the 
artists. Th is was an issue consider-

ing Calgary’s venue crunch. As fes-
tival director and a leader in the arts 
community, she helped to cultivate 
places for the festival’s shows. 

“We’ve got shows in the Auburn, 
the Calgary [Central] Library and 
this year in the Chinese Cultural 
Centre — and that show is going 
to be wild and completely wacked,” 
says Wilson. “We’ll be playing at the 
Banff  Centre in their club. It’s great. 
It has this real underground feel-
ing.”

Wilson is eff usive about many of 
the artists, but none moreso than 
John Giorno. A New York-based 
performance artist, he is easily one 
of the festival’s highlights. Perform-
ing on April 4 at the Chinese Cul-
tural Centre, Wilson describes him 
as “the true New York voice” in 
spoken word. Giorno, a Buddhist 
for 50 years and a member of Andy 

Warhol’s original Factory group, is 
both a gay and AIDS activist as well 
as performing all his work from 
memory.

“I fi rst performed with him at the 
Harbourfront Festival in Toronto 
over 20 years ago, so I’ve known him 
for a long time,” explains Wilson. 
“I performed with him at [Festival] 
Voix d’Amériques in Montreal. I was 
lucky enough to share a bed and 
breakfast with him so I got to hang 
out with him a large amount. At 
Voix d’Amériques, we really clicked 
and I was just, sort of, taken back by 
the beauty of this man. Th e magic 
that he has is unbelievable.”

Wilson says Calgary audiences 
are in for a treat when he takes to 
the stage, as they’ll be blown away 
by Giorno’s once-in-a-lifetime per-
formance.

“He will bring the house down,” 

she says. “People don’t know him 
here, but he’s really popular in To-
ronto, Vancouver and — of course 
— New York. When people get a 
load of him here, they’re just going 
to freak. Th e people that are lucky 
enough to get to see it will remem-
ber it for the rest of their life.”

It may seem strange to call the 
festival the largest in Canada, 
but it’s through the hard work of 
Wilson and the arts community 
in Calgary to make it so. Wilson 
doesn’t deal in hyperbolic state-
ments — she knows that Calgary 
has the potential to become a great 
arts capital of Canada. She’s been 
saying that ever since she fi rst 
started CISWF back in 2003. 

“I said from the fi rst festival that 
Calgary is the poetry epicentre in 
North America,” Wilson says force-
fully. “Everyone was laughing — 
but it has become that. One of my 
teachers said to me, ‘Fake it’ ’til you 
make it,’ so I’ve always faked it un-
til I maked it. It has become what 
I said it was to become. Th ere’s an 
amazing experimental poetry com-
munity here in Calgary already and 
now it’s also a hub of spoken word. 
We have everything here.”

Wilson wants nay-sayers to note 
that she feels that, in time, we’ll be 
agreeing with her assessment of 
Calgary’s burgeoning arts scene. 

“Mark my words,” she adds. “Cal-
gary is going to be noted for its cul-
ture.”

tainment at a low price. 
“You can go and spend $135 to go 

and see the Lion King and it’s a spec-
tacular show, but put that up against 
something like $20 to see Patience,” 
Elliott notes. 

Even though Patience is commu-
nity theatre, which generally gets a 
bad reputation as “low quality” the-
atre, Elliott says that stigma needs to 
be quelled.

“Th e talent that goes on stage, 
the actors, the singers, the chorus, 
we can probably stand up to almost 
anybody in professional theatre,” he 
says. “Th at’s going to help us in the 
recession, the value you get for your 
money.” 

evalyn parry is one of the artists slamming it this year.
courtesy CISWF

C I W S F
f e s t i v a l p r e v i e w

P a t i e n c e
t h e a t r e p r e v i e w

For more information on the fi fth annual CISWF, go to 
calgaryspokenwordfestival.com.

Divine Brown plays at the Grand Theatre on Feb. 5. 
The show starts at 8 p.m.

A spoken word celebration

Morpheus Theatre looks at Gilbert and Sullivan’s lesser known work
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Maybe it’s because of the ad-
vent of spring, but movies 
feel somewhat fresher and 

wider ranging at this time of year, 
even if they aren’t. Th e slate feels as 
if it’s been wiped clean and expecta-
tions are wide open. Or maybe we’re 
just more tolerant with the prospect 
of fair weather? Upon closer investi-
gation, overall there’s not too much 
to be excited about save the potential 
to be diverted by mostly fl uff y and 
just fairly decent movies. 

Case in point, this week will see 
the release of a Sundance indie dar-
ling (Sunshine Cleaning, in wide 
release this week), a not terrible 
looking old-fashioned exorcism 
movie (A Haunting in Connecticut), 
a brainless but appealingly simple 
action fl ick (12 Rounds, starring the 
WWE’s Jon Cena), a typical but com-
forting Colin Firth rom-com (Th e 
Accidental Husband) and a star-
studded animated fi lm (Monsters vs. 
Aliens). Of note is Adventureland, 
about a teen (Jesse Eisenberg) whose 
sense of entitlement is shattered 
when he has to spend his summer 
in the drudgery of the local amuse-
ment park. Of course, said park is 

rife with comedic possibilities, care 
of Ryan Reynolds, SNL’s Kristen 
Wiig and Bill Hader, as well as a love 
interest (Twilight’s Kristen Stewart). 
Several of Hader and Wiig’s fellow 
comedians such as Paul Rudd, Seth 
Rogen, Will Arnett, Amy Poehler 
and Stephen Colbert lend their vo-
cal talents to the other movie of note 
this week, Dreamwork’s next Shrek-
esque money-machine, Monsters vs. 
Aliens.

Sure to make a killing at the box 
offi  ce the following week is Kather-
ine Heigl’s latest pointless romantic-
comedy, Th e Ugly Truth. Th e real 
ugly truth is that the movie’s incred-
ibly misogynistic poster and pre-
mier that one critic cited as proof 
that “romantic comedies are back-
sliding into record lows of reaction-
ary bullshit,” can easily be brushed 
aside by the common denominator 
“female demographic.” Th e cad Ge-
rard Butler and his dreamy accent 
also make an appearance. Th e male 
demographic can be distracted this 
week by the creatively monikered 
Fast & Furious, the fourth movie of 
the over-milked and spent cash cow 
of, almost, the same name. 

Th ings perk up April 10 with a 
higher-grade version of Paul Blart: 
Mall Cop starring Seth Rogen. Ob-
serve and Report has him playing a 
bi-polar mall security guard who is 
pitted against a detective, played by 
Ray Liotta, in a competition to catch 

an infamous mall fl asher and win 
the heart of the make-up counter 
girl (Anna Faris). Th e so-terrible-
it’s-awesome award of the year may 
possibly go to the other new release 
that day, Dragonball: Evolution, 
which is, yes, the live-action version 
of the classic unintentionally hilari-
ous Japanese anime. 

If the prospect of those pieces of 
escapism doesn’t move you, seek 
refuge at the Engineered Air Th e-
atre and in harsh reality with the 
latest Movies that Matter docu-
mentary playing April 6. El Ovi-
do (Oblivion) focuses its lens on 
modern day Lima, Peru and its 
startling gap between the extremely 
wealthy class and the survival-ori-
ented poor who have endured de-
cades of terrorism, economic crises 

and government violence. 
Zac Efron gets his big break 

away from Disney in 17 Again on 
April 17 which, judging from the 
trailer, is not a huge leap, but looks 
surprisingly sweet and endearing 
despite the reverse Big conceit. He 
plays the suddenly younger version 
of a divorced and washed-up father 
of two (Matthew Perry) who recon-
nects with his family in awkward, 
Oedipal-line-toeing ways. An actor 
who’s found his typecast niche and 
sticking to it, Jason Statham gets to 
reprise his role as the absurdly still 
alive professional hitman in Crank: 
High Voltage this week as well. 
Th e saga picks up from tough guy 
Chev Chelios’ fall from a helicop-
ter and sees him in a race against 
time to get back his illegally har-
vested heart, while staving off  death 
by restarting his artifi cial one by 
any absurd means possible. Th e 
clumsily funny bits include Statham 
strapped to a car battery in the mid-
dle of gang turf and rubbing himself 
against an old lady for the static elec-

tricity from her wool wardrobe. 
Some classier bets are available for 

April 17, too. One is the American 
re-make of the fantastic British po-
litical thriller, State of Play — with 
a huge ensemble cast including Rus-
sell Crowe, Helen Mirren, Jason 
Bateman, Rachel McAdams and Ben 
Affl  eck — that looks at the complex 
connections and channels of investi-
gations of the murder of a congress-
man’s mistress, conducted by police 
alongside a team of investigative 
journalists. Th e other is Earth, a 
feature-length version of the Planet 
Earth series, narrated by Darth Va-
der himself, James Earl Jones. Seek 
out the U.K. version for narration by 
another vocal and sci-fi  giant, Pat-
rick Stewart. 

Th e Soloist will fi nally hit theatres 
April 24 aft er being pushed back 
since December 2008. Starring Rob-
ert Downey Jr. as a journalist who 
befriends a now homeless violin 
prodigy (Jamie Foxx), the movie was 
apparently held to be pushed back 
for so long to give it fi ghting chance 
at next year’s Oscars. Aft er giving 
audiences a glimpse of it last spring, 
we’ll fi nally be able to see what the 
buzz is all about. 

For campus events, happily there 
are more than just the usual Cin-
emania listings (Transporter 3 on 
March 30, Th e Day the Earth Stood 
Still on April 3 and Twilight on 
April 13). Th e FILM 441 class will 
be hosting a short fi lm festival and 
workshop, Show Us Your Shorts, 
going March 26–28 at the Nickle 
Arts Museum and the Plaza Th eatre. 
Th e gala, screenings and workshop 
are free and open to the public. Do-
nations will be accepted at the door. 

Hoang-Mai HongHoang-Mai Hong
Film FestivitiesFilm Festivities

courtesy E1 Entertainment

Sunshine Cleaning looks quite messy.

April fi lms make for a mixed bag
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Society, we’re told, is in dire 
straits. Th e economy is in re-
cession, folks aren’t willing to 

help each other out and everyone 
seems fi ne with doing the bare mini-
mum. At a time like this, an odd bea-
con of light shines bright. Th at bea-
con? Shorts. Short fi lms, that is, in 
the form of the Show Us Your Shorts 
festival.

Th e origin of the festival, while not 
exactly something out of science fi c-
tion, is defi nitely unique. As part of 
the coursework in FILM 441, a class 
devoted to fi lm festivals, fourth-year 
art history student Jeanette Burman 
was required to do a 10-hour practi-
cum working for a local festival. 
Instead of searching for somewhere 
to put in her hours, she did the un-
thinkable — she created her own.

“I thought, ‘How about a shorts 
festival? Why don’t I make my own 
festival?’, ” recalls Burman. “I decid-
ed to propose that as my practicum 
and it was approved by George Mel-
nyk, the professor, and I just kinda 
started.”

Burman hasn’t gone it alone, 

though. She’s had the help of her 
friends, family and classmates in 
starting the festival from scratch. 
Interestingly enough, some of her 
classmates helped out even though 
they had already completed the 
20-hour requirement for the course 
but still wanted to be involved.

“It’s been really exciting for me to 
see the volunteer students who are 
my fellow classmates get this prac-
tical hands-on experience,” shares 
Burman. “I don’t think a big festival 
would allow them to do the main 
marketing of their festival. How of-
ten is a student volunteer going to 
contact major media in Calgary and 
say, ‘I’m promoting a fi lm festival?’ ”

Show Us Your Shorts features a 
bevy of fi lms split into three cat-
egories by length: short, medium 
and long. Burman and her student 
volunteers have managed to cull to-
gether a diverse collection of fi lms 
for the festival, a number of which 
wouldn’t otherwise have an avenue 
to be shown.

“I really tried to get the word out 
for submissions through every arts 
organization and institution I could 
think of in Calgary and Alberta,” 
says Burman. “We received over 
31 fi lms in a period of two months, 
all from local fi lmmakers — one 
actually from British Columbia — 
which I think is pretty phenomenal 

for a fi rst festival and for such a short 
period of time. I was pretty much 
blown away by how much material 
we got. Once the fi lms started rolling 
in, it started to build itself.”

Th e shorts festival has grown be-
yond what Burman initially antici-
pated and emerges as a three-day 
aff air. Th e festivities begin with a 
reception and workshops Th ursday 
night at 6 p.m. at the Nickle Arts 
Museum. Th en, Emmedia hosts 
a screening beginning Friday at 

7 p.m. Finally, the festival’s main 
event is nine shorts screened at the 
Plaza Th eatre on Saturday begin-
ning at 4 p.m., with a reception to 
follow at the Yardhouse across the 
street. Burman is succinct in stating 
why fans of fi lm should check out 
Show Us Your Shorts.

“We have great short fi lms and 
you’ll enjoy yourselves,” she says. 
“No attendance is going to be taken 
and it’s free, which is not very com-
mon.”

S h o w U s Y o u r S h o r t s
f e s t i v a l p r e v i e w

For more info and a full events schedule, go to 
showusyourshorts.ca.

Amanda Hu/the Gauntlet

One of the festival’s volunteers is clearly confused.

Talk about a bonus project
Film studies student spearheads fi lm fest with the help of classmates
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The Calgary music scene is 
becoming more and more 
well known for its sense 

of camaraderie and community. 
Many bands emerging from the 
scene praise the city’s musicians 
for working together towards 
common success and creation. As 
Sea Level Rise’s Brock Geiger is an 
emerging artist who is continuing 
to reap the benefits of this audi-
tory solidarity.

“I started playing with a band,” 
Geiger says. “We played for three 
or four years. We started get-
ting involved in the scene with 
the band and people took off to 
university and other places and I 

ended up doing a solo thing. I’ve 
started playing with various mu-
sicians and developing a different 
sound with more simple arrange-
ments.”

Working on those pared down 
arrangements is a drawn out pro-
cess for Geiger. Though it’s not 
usually a planned procedure, he 
spends a lot of time on his songs, 
especially since going solo.

“Honestly, I don’t think I’ve ever 
just sat down and decided it was 
time to write a song,” he says. “It’s 
really spur of the moment kind of 
stuff. I’ll just be doing something 
totally not music related and a sin-
gle line will inspire me and I’ll jot 
it down. I usually start from small 
pieces and kind of work concepts, 
lyrically and musically, building 
them out and develop them from 
that. It’s very rarely a sudden pro-
cess for me, so I like to take a lot 
of time to work things out.”

Though Geiger is channelling 
a folky, guitar-driven sound, his 
musical roots mirror a lot of high 

schoolers starting down their mu-
sical path.

“We started doing some punk 

covers and we were really into Pink 
Floyd, obsessively,” he recalls. “We 
went through a few diff erent peo-
ple playing with. I got sick of trying 
to sing like Robert Plant. I started 
coming up with some stuff  — it 
was very mimicky of that style, but 
it progressed from there. Moving 
into the solo thing has been a new 
game altogether.”

Geiger admits he’s still got a 
ways to go before hitting it big in 
the music world, but he has some 
advice to impart on people just 
starting out with their musical ca-
reer.

“I’ve found that it’s about expos-
ing yourself and getting to know 
the people in the circle that are 
more recognized,” Geiger says. “It 
took me playing a lot of free stuff 
and not expecting to get paid.”

B r o c k G e i g e r
T h a t E m p t y S p a c e

courtesy Brock Geiger

Brock rocks out with folky tunes.

Brock Geiger plays That Empty Space with the Sum-
merlad on Friday.

Learning the ways of the scene
Going the solo route means big changes for Calgary musician Brock Geiger
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Despite the dreary weather, 
Wintersleep has opted out 
of hibernation and has 

instead been hitting the road. Th e 
band has been touring relentlessly 
to promote the U.K. release of their 
third album Welcome to the Night 
Sky.

Th ough touring has helped the 
group gain more exposure and 
bond, vocalist/guitarist Paul Mur-
phy still feels the pull of home.

“You kind of realize during the 
shows just how far away you are 
from home and that you are there 
with your friends who all grew up 
in small towns and dreamed all our 
lives about playing music in these 
types of situations,” he says.

Aft er their 2008 Juno Award for 
best new group, things have taken 
off  for Wintersleep, both here in 
Canada and across the Atlantic and 
Pacifi c.

“Th e Juno is something that 
means something to a journalist in 
London or in Japan,” says Murphy. 
“People in the music industry take 
Canadian music really seriously 
nowadays so a thing like the Junos, 
that celebrates Canadian music at 
a bigger industry level, along with 
some other things like Polaris, is 
taken more seriously than ever 
from the music industry in other 
countries.”

Th ough the band is gaining noto-
riety, here and beyond, Wintersleep 

maintains their down-to-earth 
qualities.

“Every sign of appreciation mat-
ters to us, whether it is 12 people 
at a show in Dallas, or a packed 
club in Stockholm or London (and 
hopefully Calgary) or an award on 
national television,” Murphy says. 
“We have a lot of people to thank.”

Despite their success in Canada, 
the U.K. and Japan, making a name 
for themselves in the United States 
is proving to be much trickier.

“We haven’t really connected with 

a label that we want to be on in the 
U.S.,” Murphy says. “I guess we’ve 
been lucky to sign with Labwork in 
Canada and 147 in the U.K., and in 
Japan. Luck plays a big part in the 
initial stages. We have met a few 
really great U.S. people, but yeah, it 
takes time and you can put as much 
heart and soul and hard work into 
it as you want but luck and timing 
also plays a role.” 

While Wintersleep has been en-
joying various intimate European 
venues, they are excited to make it 

W i n t e r s l e e p
m u s i c i n t e r v i e w

As spring comes, so does Wintersleep

back to Canada where they will be 
going on tour with An Horse. Win-
tersleep appears to be a bit wary of 
the Canadian wildlife though. Mur-
phy gave some cautionary words of 
wisdom on bears. 

“[Bears are] cuddly in pictures 
and might scratch your eyes out 
if you go near its cubs,” he warns. 
“Don’t leave your food in the tent 
you’re sleeping in.”

Wintersleep play MacEwan Hall on March 30. The 
show starts at 7 p.m.

courtesy Riel Nakagawara

Band publicity shot pose number 27: the cool, detached dudes in shadow.
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Clear and distinct are not oft en used to 
describe music anymore. However, 
in the 1920s, when there was actually 

only time for one song per side on the record, 
bands were forced to be concise. Tony Dekker 
from Great Lake Swimmers worked toward 
this sound on the group’s fourth release, Lost 
Channels.

“I was sort of inspired by listening to groups 
like the original Carter Family,” Dekker says. 
“Groups that recorded between the ’20s and 
’30s, you know, literally only had three min-
utes to get their point across.”

Not only are Great Lake Swimmers fans of 
concise, ’20s-sounding tunes, but they also 
enjoy a good trip up the old St. Lawrence 
River. Notorious for their recording loca-
tion choices, Lost Channels was recorded 
at Th ousand Islands, up the St. Lawrence, 
halfway between Toronto and Montreal. 
Within the region of Th ousand Islands, 
they recorded in Singer Castle, Brockville 
Arts Centre and St. Brendan’s Church. 
Dekker explains part of what makes the 

band’s distinctive sound is unique locations. 
“Tying the history of a place is pretty 

important,” he stresses. “Th e places we’ve 
chosen we’ve been able to weave the my-
thology into what we’re doing. . . mak-
ing the connection with the place and 
environmental thing, it’s important to 
drawing the performance out from you.” 

Not only is it imperative to include and 
refl ect your environment in your music, but 
also to include your past in the mix. 

“I love when people put references to where 
they’re from in their music, referencing the 
geography of where you’re from,” Dekker 
notes. 

He grew up on the Great Lakes, and the 

band, now centred in Toronto, is still situated 
near a Great Lake. 

Dekker’s voice is oft en compared to Neil 
Young’s, but he asserts that he refrains from 
using labels as much as possible and doesn’t 
pay much attention to comparisons. 

“I didn’t get into Neil Young until I heard 
the comparisons,” he admits. “It’s a huge com-
pliment to be put in the same bracket as Neil 
Young, but at the same time, I’m a young Ca-
nadian guy singing with a tenor, so...” 

With the historical places the Great Lake 
Swimmers have recorded,  it almost seems to 
relate to the sometimes eerie qualities of the 
songs. However, no ghosts showed up for a 
free show. 

“You could feel a presence of history, sur-
rounded by energy and presence,” Dekker 
says. “Sometimes when you walk into a place, 
you can feel that there’s not so much as a pres-
ence, but a feel to a place.” 

Although the locations help, they only add 
to the talent of the band. Metaphors also help. 

“I almost see the place we record as a mem-
ber of the band, you know, or as like a back-
drop or a canvas, that we’re painting all these 
songs on it, if you want to carry the meta-
phor,” he says. 

G r e a t L a k e S w i m m e r s
m u s i c i n t e r v i e w

The Great Lake Swimmers’ geography lesson

The Great Lake Swimmers play at the Grace Presbyterian Church on 
March 26. The show starts at 8 p.m.

Please, adopt the Great Lake Swimmers. They’re adorable.
courtesy Nettwerk
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Propagandhi, Manitoba’s own pacifi stic, 
tofu-eating hardcore musical warriors, are 
back with another hard-nosed album full of 
pounding drums, powerful guitars and lyr-
ics devoted to hockey, class warfare and even 
some modest proposals for cannibalism.
On opening track “Night Matters” the band 
starts out with a mighty, mosh pit ready 
shredding guitar riff  that doesn’t let up until 
the 46-minute album is over. “Dear Coach’s 
Corner” is a lament of the state of hockey 
and sports co-option by right-wing interests. 
Over vocals that criticize Don Cherry’s right-
ward lurch and his constant cry to “support 
the troops,” vocalist Chris Hannah delivers 
the vocals with white-knuckled intensity. 

Guitar work by Hannah and Dave Guillas 
further accentuate Hannah’s vocals, showing 
the punk rock fury that has fuelled the band 
for nearly 20 years. 
For a group like Propagandhi, the lyri-
cal content is front-and-centre. Th e songs 
are devoted to the group’s normal areas: 
veganism (“Human(e) Meat”), class war-
fare (“Supporting Caste”), depression and 
suicide (“Th e Funeral Procession”). Of 
course, for a hardcore act like Propagan-
dhi, they are inherently polemical, but 
also off er a powerful dose of radicalized left -
ist ideology in a perfectly palatable musical 
package.

.. Jordyn Marcellus

Propagandhi
Supporting Castes 

(G8 Welcoming Committee) 

Stolen Organ Family Band
Divorce

(Independent Release)

Proving once and for all that people who use 
Macbooks aren’t necessarily useless, Kashi-
wa Daisuke envelops the listener within his 
own imagination in 5 Dec. Daisuke is not 
a musician, but a visionary. As a follow-up 
to 2007’s instrumental poetry reinterpreta-
tions, program music I, 5 Dec quickly moves 
from an uneasy ambience to overwhelming 
swells of brilliance. Invoking everything 
from Ryuichi Sakamoto to Prefuse 73 to 
Frank Zappa, this album may seem like a bit 
much to ingest in one sitting.
“Red Moon” lulls the listener into a calm, 
only to have “Requiem” breakbeat and 

glitch the world atwain. Venturing deep 
into the realm of prog-rock temporar-
ily, albeit tastefully, in the aptly titled 
“Bogus Music,” Daisuke pulls back into a 
deep dub beat heavily laden with distant 
piano and static samples. Daisuke-chan 
stays within the boundaries of no genres, 
opting to clear his own path through the 
dense world of music. 
Anyone looking for a challenge, a new expe-
rience, or who happens to love ambient mu-
sic already should do themselves a favour 
and give an hour of their time to this man.

..Jordan Fritz

Kashiwa Daisuke
5 Dec.

(MIDI creative / noble records)

Th e Fray are a hard band to peg. On one 
hand, their songs feature strong piano-work 
and competent vocals. On the other hand, 
nobody has an impression of them outside of, 
“Hey, how about that song that plays during 
Gray’s Anatomy?”
Th e odd thing about the Fray is, that despite 
being around for the better part of the decade 
and now being snugly nestled in the Sony/
Disney corporate synergy machine, they’ve 
only released two albums. Th eir album, the 
self-titled Th e Fray, is more or less the same 
as its predecessor, How to Save a Life. It fea-
tures a wide array of piano-heavy ballads and 
the occasional song with slightly less piano. 
Also, just as How to Save a Life’s main single 

was used to promote ABC’s Gray’s Anatomy, 
Th e Fray’s key single, “You Found Me,” was 
used to promote ABC’s Lost…during Gray’s 
Anatomy. Funny how that works.
Th e Fray itself is largely inoff ensive alt-rock, 
seemingly designed to appeal to the same 
demographic as the fi rst album. Th e prob-
lem with the CD is that the band makes 
a series of safe choices and never seem 
willing to stray. Many other bands have that 
same problem, but a good deal of them have 
back catalogues full of daring, sometimes 
embarrassing, musical experiments. Th e Fray 
seem to lack the courage to be anything but 
bland.

..Ryan Pike

Th e Fray
Th e Fray

(Epic)

Listening to Divorce can lead to only one conclusion: B.C. band the Stolen Organ 
Family Band does way too many drugs. With incredibly fuzzy, razor-edged guitars 
and fi ltered vocals mixed so deep into the tracks that the lyrics are nigh-compre-

hensible, Divorce is a strange mix of stoner-infl uenced, countrifi ed rock ’n’ roll and pseudo-
psychedelia.
“Lez Get Divorced” is the closest thing to the Family Band’s audio-equivalent to mission 
statement you can get. With vocalist Mack wailing over rollicking guitars, his voice dis-
torted to sound even more rough and tumble, the song seems right in place with the music 
of a bunch of meth-addled hillbillies playing on the ol’ hootin’ jugs. Th ey’re kind of messy 
and sloppy, which is frustrating for those who care about a cohesive listening experience. 
When the eff ects pedals are turned off , the band really manages to rock it. “Baby, Wez Ye 
Phun Numbah” is a relatively normal song for the band, with a high-energy guitar line 
bookended with scatchy, full-throated howling. It’s the only track like it on the album, sadly, 
as it’s the most interesting song on an otherwise nonsensical and unorganized album. With 
more songs like the unlistenable “Lez Get Divorced” as opposed to the fantastic “Phun 
Numbah” on the album, Divorce is sadly lacking.

..Jordyn Marcellus
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Deconstructing Horsedog
A look at the world’s greatest achievement since the pyramids

Ryan Pike
Vowels Editor

Human beings have walked 
the Earth for roughly 
200,000 years, according 

to scientists. In that time, we have 
discovered fire, mastered flight and 
made scientific discoveries that 
have revo-
l u t i o n i z e d 
the way the 
world works. 
The creation 
of Horsedog 
makes every 
other human 
achievement 
seem like a 
small child’s 
inane scrawlings. In the annals of 
Western civilization, only the Cosby 
Show and Webster’s English Diction-
ary come close to having the cultur-
al impact that Horsedog boasts.

Created by Nobel laureate Ju-
lie Phillips, Horsedog has garnered 
unprecented critical acclaim and 
catapulted the paper that publishes 
it from a ragtag publication full of 
typos and factual inaccuracies into 

one that publishes pure greatness 
on its comics page.

“When Julie came to me with 
this project, I orginally thought, 
‘Hey, this could fill some space on 
the comics page’,” reflects Gauntlet 
illustrations editor Gina Freeman. 
“When I actually read it, I immedi-
ately felt that this was something that 

could change 
the world 
and, in a very 
real way, we 
could try to 
make money 
off of it.”

W h i l e 
there is actu-
ally no real 
way anybody 

can make money off of the Gauntlet, 
Horsedog’s runaway success has re-
sulted in its creator being besieged 
with lucrative endorsement oppor-
tunities. To her credit, the reclusive 
Phillips has refused all of them, 
wishing to remain true to her craft.

“Julie has always been intensely 
passionate about Horsedog,” says 
Freeman. “She used to joke that she 
put her blood, sweat and tears into 

each strip. Later on, I discovered 
that was literally the case.”

Phillips declined to be inter-
viewed for this article, wishing in-
stead for her work to speak for itself. 
Needing more interviews to fill out 
his story, Gauntlet writer Ryan Pike 
instead spoke to the people that 
Horsedog has touched the most: its 
readers.

“Right from the first strip, Horse-
dog has tackled the tough issues 
plaguing hu-
m a n i t y , ” 
notes media 
scholar Jor-
dyn Marcel-
lus. “When 
Horsedog is 
asked wheth-
er he is horse 
or dog, the 
comic asks 
the same thing to its readers. Who 
among us hasn’t asked ourselves, at 
some point, whether we are horse or 
dog?”

Marcellus argues that Horsedog’s 
assertion that it is a horse expresses 
a belief in the power of self-actual-
ization and that modern identity is 

not imposed by any outside source, 
but instead is created by one’s self.

“Horsedog also asks the tough 
metaphysical questions,” says Chris-
tian Louden, the Gauntlet’s token 
philosophy major. “The strip that 
asks, ‘Why does it need to mean 
something?’, that was profound. 
Why does anything need to mean 
anything? Why can’t it just exist? 
That’s fucking deep, man.”

Avid reader and part-time philos-
opher Ændrew 

R i n i ns l a nd 
also noted 
the strong 
philisophical 
under tones 
that perme-
ate the series.

“That one 
strip had a Des-
cartes quote in 

it,” recalls Rininsland. “That totally 

reminded me of The Matrix, which 
is kind of like Descartes’ Third Med-
itation, right?”

[Editor’s note: No. It’s really not.]
While Gauntlet sports editor 

Chris Pedersen complained that 
Horsedog doesn’t involve enough 
sports, three lines free editor Laura 
Bardsley had fond rememberances.

“The Horsedog that said ‘What 
happens in Vegas stays in Vegas’ re-
ally says something profound about 
secrecy in our modern world,” says 
Bardsley. “It also made me laugh.”

Despite its successes, questions 
abound regarding the future of 
Horsedog. There is pressure mount-
ing for Phillips to give in to corpo-
rate offers to helm the proposed 
spin-off Horsedog Minus Horse-
dog. Nevertheless, Horsedog stands 
proud and true as a monumental 
achievement that has brought joy 
and wisdom to the masses.

Fig. 1: Horsedog tackles identity issues.

Fig. 2: Horsedog gets existential.
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Comics by Hannah McKen-Comics by Hannah McKen-
zie, Jen Grond and Josh Dyckzie, Jen Grond and Josh Dyck

Remix by Gina Freeman Remix by Gina Freeman 
and Laura Bardsleyand Laura Bardsley


	01_Mar26_2009_Gauntlet
	02_SU_mar26_09
	03_Mar26_2009_Gauntlet_oped
	04_Mar26_2009_Gauntlet
	05_Mar26_2009_Gauntlet
	06_Mar26_2009_Gauntlet
	07_Mar26_2009_Gauntlet
	08_Mar26_2009_Gauntlet
	09_Mar26_2009_Gauntlet_oped
	10_Mar26_2009_Gauntlet_oped
	11_Mar26_2009_Gauntlet_oped
	12_Mar26_2009_Gauntlet_oped
	13_Mar26_2009_Gauntlet_oped
	14_Mar26_2009_Gauntlet_tlf
	23_Mar26_2009_Gauntlet_sports
	24_Mar26_2009_Gauntlet_sports
	25_Mar26_2009_Gauntlet_sports
	26_Mar26_2009_Gauntlet_sports
	27_Mar26_2009_Gauntlet_entertainment
	28_Mar26_2009_Gauntlet_entertainment
	29_Mar26_2009_Gauntlet_entertainment
	30_cnet_Pepsi_AMP_mar26_09
	31_Mar26_2009_Gauntlet_entertainment
	32_Mar26_2009_Gauntlet_entertainment
	33_Mar26_2009_Gauntlet_entertainment
	34_Mar26_2009_Gauntlet_spun
	35_Mar26_2009_Gauntlet_ap
	36_Mar26_2009_Gauntlet_comics



