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R eferendums have always 
been the most direct way 
for students to change 

policy the way they see fi t. How-
ever, last week the Students’ Union 
passed measures that will give them 
more power over which questions 
get on the ballot. 

Before, the SU could play 
around with a question’s word-
ing, but had no say on whether 
the question actually got voted on. 
And they shouldn’t. 

In the past, most referendum 
questions on University of Calgary 
ballots have been about student 
fees and levy increases. Even the 
Gauntlet can credit last year’s bal-
lot for some much-needed funds.

Th ere’s only ever been one ballot 
that the SU vehemently disagreed 
with. In 2003, the Calgary Public 
Interest Research Group tried to 
ask for a $1 levy, but the question 
never made it to the polls. Th e SU 
argued that the group wouldn’t 
benefi t enough students. 

Students are smart enough to 
realize when a cost won’t benefi t 
them. Th ey can choose for them-
selves not to pay into the cause 
and a majority will likely vote 
“No” for such a levy. If they really 
disagreed, students could even ap-
ply for SU funding to run a “No” 
campaign.

Th e SU’s reasoning for their new 
policy is weak. Th ey said that the 
cost of running CanVote is huge 
and therefore hosting a referen-
dum question in the middle of a 
semester could put them in debt. 
Th e SU is broke, that much is the 
truth. In the past few months 
they’ve let go of six employees and 

Editor, the Gauntlet,
In December, just before exams, 

I held a bake sale entitled “Love 
in Africa” in Science Th eatres. All 
the money raised from this sale 
will be used to enhance children’s 
educational opportunities and 
help people achieve sustainability 
in Tanzania and Rwanda. I will be 
taking the money to these coun-
tries and using it over the summer. 
In order to utilize space in the 

university to hold this bake sale, 
it was necessary for me to collabo-
rate with a school club. Hillel was 
more than willing to help me out 
and rather than just off ering me 
the use of their club name, decid-
ed to help me advertise, bake and 
sell. Most generously, they also 
decided to match the funds raised 
dollar for dollar. Th e total profi ts 
from the bake sale were $1,478. 
Hillel has just fi nished raising 

money through their own activi-
ties in order to fulfi ll this fi nancial 
promise. Th us, I would like to ex-
tend a sincere thank you to them. 
Hillel has gone above and beyond 
its duties as a school club and sets 
an example for what passionate 
students are capable of doing. To 
the student and administrative 
body who supported my bake sale 
and to Hillel, I would like to ex-
tend a heartfelt thanks or, as we 

Correction,
In last week’s article [“Grad stu-

dents lose vote to bylaws,” Sarelle 
Azuelos] it was incorrectly stated 
that Lindsay Penner was a masters 
student. She is a PhD student. Th e 
Gauntlet apologizes for any confu-
sion this may have caused.

say in Swahili, “Asante Sana”!

Farryl Rubensohn

turned to Quality Money, funded 
by tuition, to pay for a major event. 
But that doesn’t stop them from 
saying that a vote can only be held 
during regular elections. Most stu-
dents would appreciate that any-
ways, as many already choose not 
to vote twice a year. Th e SU doesn’t 
need to say what goes, just when. 

Th e SU also argued that having 
three referendum questions on 
one ballot, like in 2008’s election, 
was ineff ective. Th ey said that 
students faced with so many levy 
increases at once never vote to 
pass them all anyways. But again, 
isn’t that something for students 
to decide? SU offi  cials are elected 

to represent students, but that 
doesn’t mean they can choose 
which are the most pressing ques-
tions to be on the ballot. 

And let’s not forget the most 
obvious concern: should a group 
of students ever want to lower SU 
fees or make executive paycheques 
public, something common among 
other representative politicians, 
the SU will now be able to reject 
the question. Students can put a 
question through by petition aft er 
collecting signatures from fi ve per 
cent of undergraduate students. 
Th at’s over 600 signatures, almost 
half the students that actually 
bothered voting last time around. 

Th e SU is making it unnecessar-
ily diffi  cult for students to get in-
volved in changing its direction. 

Th e SU deemed its 13.5 per 
cent voter turnout a success this 
past election. Having polls set up 
more oft en won’t increase that 
number, but neither will cutting 
out student voices. Th e SU needs 
to put more trust in students — 
they will vote against a question 
that doesn’t benefi t them. If they 
want students more involved, 
as they have claimed, this is the 
wrong way to do it.

Sarelle Azuelos
News Editor

Letter: Thank you, Hillel

The referendum conundrum
New Students’ Union election policy seriously fl awed
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c a m p u s  q u i p sWould you be okay with a methadone clinic in your community?

“Yeah, it helps the 
community more.”
– Said Elnachar, 
third-year 
engineering

“I certainly wouldn’t 
be opposed to one if 
I lived downtown.”
– Magdalena 
Gorski, fourth-year 
communications

“I wouldn’t. Maybe 
a more hospital-like 
setting than a resi-
dential community.”
– Rahim Moledina, 
third-year 
kinesiology

Interviews: Morgan Haigler, Photographs: Geoff MacIntosh

“It wouldn’t really fi t 
well in my commu-
nity. In the commu-
nity next to mine, it 
would be alright.”
– Jane Arnett, 
fourth-year 
communications

Daniel Pagan
Gauntlet News

A zoning violation could drive the Sec-
ond Chance Recovery centre, one 
of Calgary’s two methadone clin-

ics, out of its current home and negatively 
impact the 500 clients receiving methadone 
treatment for drug addiction. 

Last Tuesday, the city’s subdivision and 
development appeal board upheld a city di-
rective ordering the clinic to relocate from 
the northeast Greenview Industrial Park 
community and giving them a three-month 
extension to fi nd the new location. 

Th e staff  considered a move to the south-
east community of Forest Lawn, however 
that too saw backlash from community asso-
ciations, business owners, Ward four alder-
man Bob Hawkesworth and Ward 10 alder-
man Andre Chabot.

Th e clinic treats those addicted to heroin 
and morphine with methadone, which can 
reduce cravings and withdrawal symp-
toms. 

Th e City ordered the clinic to move from 
its northeast location in January because 
the area is not zoned for medical use. Th e 
clinic brought the order to the subdivision 
and development appeal board committee, 
warning the closure would fl ood emergency 
rooms with methadone patients who would 
be helpless without the treatment. 

Hawkesworth argued that the clinic was 
not singled out because they were a meth-
adone clinic, but because they failed to 
get permission for their old location and 
failed to comply with the city’s land use 
bylaw.

“Th ey were treated no diff erently than 
anyone else would have been treated who 
was not in compliance with the planning 
rules,” said Hawkesworth.

He said there are hundreds of locations 
across Calgary where methadone can be 
administrated in compliance with the city’s 
land use rules. 

Hugh Ham, the clinic’s lawyer, argued 
the three-month extension is too short. Th e 
clinic needs to fi nd a site, apply for a de-
velopment permit and review and approve 
construction before they can move.

Methadone clinic seeks new home

“In one case, Alderman Chabot, who has 
no medical training or expertise, attacked 
the clinic on the grounds that the treat-
ment off ered, in his view, is of no value,” said 
Ham. “Th at opinion is contrary to the view 
of, among others, the College of Physicians 
and Surgeons.”

Last week, Chabot told the Calgary Herald 
that using methadone to help addicts was 
“like trying to wean a baby off  chocolate us-
ing candy.”

Ham explained the clinic is important to 

patients who need methadone to recover 
from addictions. 

He said there is a need for physicians with 
specifi c training and a federal licence, in 
addition to regulated pharmacies. Th e only 
other such clinic in Calgary, run by the Al-
berta Alcohol and Drug Abuse Commission, 
has a three-month waiting list.

“Not all addicts are the street people 
depicted on television,” he said. “Th ey 
can be fathers, mothers, siblings, doc-
tors, lawyers or accountants. Even street 

people deserve a second chance.”
Th e war of words came as no surprise to 

University of Calgary psychology professor 
David Hodgins. He said methadone is an 
extremely eff ective treatment supported by 
a solid base of scientifi c evidence, but people 
are still nervous about using a drug to com-
bat a drug addiction.

Ham mentioned both Medicine Hat and 
Lethbridge have shown interest in allowing 
the Second Chance Recovery clinic to set up 
there instead.

What is Methadone?
Methadone is a common form of treatment for people addicted 
to opioid drugs such as heroin, opium and morphine. It’s a clear, 
bitter liquid typically mixed with orange juice and taken daily. 

Clinic given three months to fi nd a welcoming community

The Second Chance Recovery centre currently treats about 500 patients. 
Geoff MacIntosh/the Gauntlet

How does it work?
Methadone alleviates the symptoms of opioid withdrawal. It diminishes the effects of other opiates so 
people receiving treatment are less likely to lapse. Methadone also relieves users of cravings. 

Where is it delivered?
Substance abuse clinics, community-based health centres, private clinics, hospitals 
and correctional facilities can all provide dosages. 

Info: Health Canada
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The buzz on the fuzz
Campus Security reach startling conclusion: drunks are stupid
Cam Cotton-O’Brien
Opinions Editor

Aft er a grad student re-
sponded to Campus Secu-
rity inquiries with public 

urination and a driver, who near-
ly ran down a visually impaired 
man and his guide dog in a cross 
walk, gave a campus infrastruc-
ture staff  member the fi nger and 
told them she was in a “fucking 
hurry,” security offi  cers have rea-
son to look forward to a quiet 
summer.

In January, security was called 
to deal with an intoxicated man 
refusing to leave the grad lounge. 
When offi  cers arrived, the man 
went out to the grad lounge bal-
cony and began urinating. Re-
fusing to listen, he proceeded 
to climb the balcony’s plexiglass 
barrier. Offi  cers were able to pull 
him back down and he was even-
tually persuaded to take a taxi 
home. 

Another drunken disturbance 
occurred at the Den when two 
intoxicated males were ejected by 
staff . One was very aggressive to 
Den employees and Campus Secu-

rity, taking off  his shirt and shout-
ing threats. Calgary Police arrived 
and he was arrested. His friend was 
driven home by police aft er talking 
with them.

Also that month, a man attend-
ing a concert sprained his ankle. 
While removing his shoes and 
socks for concert EMS to aid him, 

a bag of drugs fell onto the ground. 
Th e man ran to the bathroom and 
fl ushed the bag down. Campus Se-
curity issued a trespass notice aft er 
the man revealed that the bag had 
contained cocaine.

“Drugs are frequent enough 
at these concerts that event staff  
will have a pail or bucket set aside 

where substances can be thrown 
into a pail of water and destroyed,” 
said campus security director Lan-
ny Fritz.

Security was alerted that a male 
in the women’s washroom was us-
ing a “mirror-like” device to look 
into the stalls. Th e man was still in 
the washroom when they arrived.

“Th is involved a male individ-
ual from off -campus,” said Fritz. 
“He was apprehended and police 
were called. Th e police ended up 
seizing some of the devices car-
ried in his pockets. Th e investi-
gation is continuing as far as we 
know.”

Th ough February had less class 
days than January, it still managed 
to squeeze in some bizarre esca-
pades. 

Offi  cers were called by campus 
infrastructure staff  when a young 
woman in an SUV narrowly missed 
a visually impaired man and his 
assistance dog at a crosswalk. Aft er 
catching up with the woman, who 
was on her cell phone, the staff  
member tried to get her attention. 

Th e woman eventually respond-
ed by sticking up her middle fi n-
ger and screaming that she was in 
a “fucking hurry.” Th e woman was 
issued a ticket.

“Th e information was forwarded 
to [parking services], who [have] 
the authority to issue a ticket for 
traffi  c infractions,” said Fritz.

A group of two men and one 
woman were found passed out in 

University investigates retracted research findings
Sarelle Azuelos
News Editor

Six years ago, a University of 
Calgary researcher, along with 
peers from South Korea, claimed 
to have found a way to control 
blood glucose levels for up to five 
months. 

Th e study was retracted last 
week and the U of C started an in-

formal investigation into the cause.
Former U of C diabetes re-

search chair Dr. Ji-Won Yoon, 
now deceased, called the findings 
the high point of his career in No-
vember 2000. 

The group said that a single in-
jection of a specialized gene on 
Type 1 diabetic test mice let them 
live temporarily without regular 
insulin injections and no appar-

ent side-effects. Type 1 diabetes, 
or juvenile diabetes, has no cure.

“Three of the authors . . . 
wish to retract this letter on the 
grounds that they have been un-
able to reproduce the results,” 
said Nature, the journal which 
initially published the study, in a 
statement.

One c0-author, though, stands 
by the original findings. 

The university will not be inves-
tigating its peer review process or 
any specific individuals, said fac-
ulty of medicine communications 
director Jody MacPherson. 

“We’re looking into the retrac-
tion because we’re a research-
intensive university and when-
ever there’s something like this, 
a retraction, we take it very 
seriously,” said MacPherson.

The investigation will remain 
informal because there has been 
no official complaint brought to 
the university. 

“The retraction was based on 
the inability to reproduce the re-
sults and that could be for many 
reasons, so I think we have to be 
careful not to make any assump-
tions [about] the reasons,” said 
MacPherson.

Fritz is watching you right now. Smile pretty. 
Paul Baker/the Gauntlet

see Security, page 9
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Roombas, man’s new best friend
Jordyn Marcellus
Gauntlet News

First-year master’s student Paul 
Saulnier didn’t know that his 
year-long group project, an 

emotionally-infl uenced Roomba, 
would be so popular when he fi rst 
presented it at a conference in San 
Diego a month ago. 

“We presented the poster and 
there were lots of posters there, so 
it didn’t get above-average atten-
tion,” said Saulnier. “It was aft er 
when it got kind of crazy. MIT’s 
information review picked it up 
and the ball started rolling from 
there. It just goes to show you how 
much one outlet can have a huge 
eff ect.”

Roombas are small wireless 

vacuums that can clean on their 
own. Saulnier demonstrated how 
his Roomba detects the wearer’s 
emotions by donning a Neural 
Impulse Actuator, a headband de-
vice usually used to play video 
games. Th e headband detects fa-
cial tension, which allows the ro-
bot to “know” when the person is 
stressed. 

Th e readings are fed through 
Saulnier’s custom programming, 
complete with facial diagrams to 
show the diff ering stress levels, 
which then transmits wirelessly to 
the Roomba to skitter away from 
the wearer.

“Th e robot is going to watch you, 
not literally, and your emotions 
and move based on this,” explained 
Saulnier. “I’m not going to commit 

to saying that this is the fi rst in-
stance of it in the world, but it’s the 
fi rst that we know of.”

While this was a fi rst-year proj-
ect, Saulnier has decided that the 
buzz generated from the project is 

enough to start working on other 
emotional-control projects. 

Saulnier, a soft -spoken New 
Brunswickan through and through, 
laughed at how much press the little 
Roomba-that-could has received in 

the media and on the Internet.
“A month ago, being in my New 

Brunswick newspaper would have 
been big to me,” said Saulnier. “It’s 
gotten a lot of attention. I totally 
didn’t expect it. I thought the proj-
ect was going to be dead and that 
was the end of it. Given the at-
tention, we decided to explore it 
further.”

He stressed that there are numer-
ous future applications for the proj-
ect. 

“Th e idea here is that this isn’t 
the be-all, end-all [of] implemen-
tations,” said Saulnier. “We’re look-
ing to using better technology, 
applying it to proper applications 
and so on. Th e common denomi-
nator is the emotional control; 
the robot may change, the behav-
iours may change and the emo-
tions may change — whatever 
emotions that are relevant.”

This Roomba can’t understand your emotions, complex human.
Amanda Hu/the Gauntlet

Sarelle Azuelos
News Editor

With a possible arts faculty amal-
gamation around the corner, the 
Students’ Union has taken another 
step to ensure that the quality of 
education for the students aff ected 
is maintained. 

At the end of April, the Univer-
sity of Calgary board of governors 
will meet and vote on combining 
the arts, humanities, social science 
and communication and culture 
faculties. Th e Student Academic 
Assembly voted to support the re-

organization on 
Monday. 

“We’ve come 
to the conclu-
sion that the 
best step for-
ward for stu-
dents to see, 
would be an 
amalgamate d 
structure that 

still maintains the diff erent de-
partments and disciplines,” said SU 
president Dalmy Baez. “Th at be-
ing said, in our document we have 
some pretty specifi c requirements 
for us to move ahead with this.”

Baez sent the list of recommen-
dations and assurances to the Uni-
versity Planning Committee shortly 
aft er Monday’s meeting. 

“Th e SU has been able to play 
quite a large role at that level,” she 
said. “Th ey’ve taken a lot of our rec-

ommendations on and we’ve been 
able to guide the process.”

At the meeting, elected offi  cials 
added requirements to ensure 
the hours of advising time avail-
able doesn’t decrease and that 
enough student representatives 
are on appropriate councils for the 
7,000-student combined faculty. 

Th e document also 
calls for a “measurable” 
increase in quality of 
education. Th e assem-
bly decided to keep the 
wording vague to avoid 
limiting themselves to 
using a specifi c survey, 
such as the National 
Survey of Student En-
gagement, for measure-
ment. 

Th e university votes while the SU 
transitions to next year’s elected of-
fi cials. Faculty representatives have 
decided that due to their current 
in-depth understanding of amal-
gamation’s consequences, they 
would come up with a stance and 
next year’s representatives would 
follow it through. 

“Th e decision doesn’t bind the 
faculty representatives, it just binds 
the president and the vice-president 
academic,” said VP academic Pa-
mela Weatherbee. “Representatives 
have to vote on behalf of their con-
stituents and not for the Students’ 
Union.”

Social science representative 
Teale Phelps Bondaroff  made this 

apparent at the discussion, saying 
he was in favour of the document, 
but would still vote against the 
amalgamation because it won’t ben-
efi t social science students. 

Th e SU currently doesn’t have 
a plan of action if the reorganiza-
tion results in a lower quality of 
education. 

“If we fi nd that [by] changing 
the structure of the way the arts are 
shaped, things don’t get any better, 
then we know it’s not the structure, 
we know there’s a bigger issue,” said 
Weatherbee.

She added future elected offi  cials 
would have to look at program-
ming, teaching practices and hiring 
practices to fi nd another solution.

“We don’t think this change in 
faculty structure is going to fi x all of 
our problems,” said Baez. “We’re not 
suddenly going to climb to the top 
of Maclean’s rankings or anything 
like that. However, we are confi dent 
enough that this reorganization will 
have enough positive impacts that 
we’re supporting it.”

SU supports faculty amalgamation

Baez

“We don’t think this 
change in faculty 
structure is going to fi x 
all of our problems.”

– Dalmy Baez, 
SU president
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Calgary West conservatives battle for leadership
Ryan Pike
AP Editor

Aft er weeks of jockeying, the 
fate of the Conservative 
nomination in the Cal-

gary West riding now rests in the 
hands of the party’s voters. Ballots 
were mailed out to Conservative 
Party members across Canada ask-
ing whether they want their sit-
ting Member of Parliament to be 
automatically named the party’s 
nominee or if a nomination con-
test should be held.

Two Conservatives who will be 
paying close attention to the vote 
are sitting Calgary West MP Rob 
Anders and Donna Kennedy-
Glans. Kennedy-Glans has been 
spearheading the Our Calgary 
West campaign since early this year 
with the goal of running against 
Anders for the party’s nomination 
in the next federal election.

Th e Kennedy-Glans campaign 
scored a victory last week at the rid-
ing’s annual general meeting when 
a slate of candidates representing 
Our Calgary West secured 27 of 
30 seats on the riding’s Conserva-
tive board of directors. Th e board 
oversees the riding’s nomination 
process, but a race will not be held 
unless two-thirds of the party’s 
members in Calgary West send in 
ballots asking for one.

“If the threshold is not met, I 
am personally still going to ask the 

party to allow a nomination contest 
on the basis that we haven’t had a 
nomination contest since 2003,” 
said Kennedy-Glans. “Th ey have 
created special rules in Calgary 
West that have precluded nomina-
tion contests in the past, so it seems 
fair that they could do the same on 
the fl ip side.”

Th e two-thirds threshold for a 
nomination race was introduced 
by the Conservative Party’s na-
tional council last month. Uni-
versity of Calgary political science 
professor Dr. Lisa Young felt that 
the rule change gives incumbents 
a distinct advantage in nomina-
tion challenges, but noted that the 
rationale for the rule is simple.

“It’s a fairly unstable political pe-
riod and to have your MPs fi ghting 
off  people running for the nomina-
tion in their riding, it means you’re 
going to have a proportion of your 
caucus that doesn’t have their eye 
on the ball in Ottawa,” said Young. 
“I can understand why the par-
ties have done these things to pro-
tect their incumbents. Th at said, 
it doesn’t do much for democratic 
openness.”

Democratic openness in the rid-
ing is one of the goals for Kenne-
dy-Glans, a former corporate law-
yer who transitioned into work as a 
corporate consultant and currently 
operates Canada Bridges, a regis-
tered charity assisting foreign gov-

ernments with integrating people 
in the workplace.

“We’ve gone into peoples’ homes 
and gone into schools to talk 
about democracy,” said Kennedy-
Glans. “We’re not running a smear 
campaign, that’s a defi nite strat-
egy. We’re all about governance and 
transparency and that’s why we’re 
very excited with this new board 
that’s been elected.”

Kennedy-Glans’ quest for the 
nomination is the fi ft h challenge 
to Anders’ candidacy since he fi rst 

won the nomination prior to the 
1997 election. Anders said his ex-
perience as an MP and loyalty to the 
party are why Calgary West’s con-
servatives should continue to sup-
port him.

“I think that I’m a true blue Con-
servative,” said Anders. “I’ve held 
my membership in the party con-
tinuously for a very, very long time, 
I’ve donated $13,000 to the move-
ment and fought for the current 
prime minister Stephen Harper in 
both of his leadership races. I’m a 
Harper loyalist.”

Young noted that regardless of 
the result of a potential nomination 
race, it’s unlikely that Calgary West 
will be represented by anything but 
a Conservative should an election 
occur.

“Rob Anders is not a strong candi-
date,” she said. “Th ere’s a lot of oppo-
sition to him, even among Conser-
vatives that live in Calgary West, and 
he’s still elected by a very comfort-
able margin. I think that tells us that 
anybody could run as the Conserva-
tive candidate and still win handily.”

Nomination ballots are due 
in Ottawa by April 30. Accord-
ing to party policies, any resultant 
nomination processes would begin 
within 90 days.

Two-thirds of Alberta’s cardholding Conservatives have to send in a ballot before a race will be held.
Amanda Hu/the Gauntlet
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Rhiannon Kirkland
Gauntlet News

Last week, a number of stu-
dents had trouble logging 
onto the AirUC wireless net-

work. 
Th e problems were at their worst 

Tuesday and Wednesday, but have 
since been fi xed, said Network 
Services manager Doug Doran.

A Trojan DACP, a type of com-
puter virus, infected computers 
and used them to send out fake IP 
addresses. 

All computers joining the net-
work receive an IP address to let 
the network identify them. Com-
puters that received fake IP ad-
dresses were unable to log onto the 
AirUC network. Th e IT staff  isolat-

ed the infected computers.
“Part of our problem is that we 

need to allow machines on AirUC 
to talk to each other for things like 
fi le sharing or a lot of people use 
it for gaming,” said Doran. “If we 
block that access, it limits their 
functionality, but by allowing that 
type of access, it exposed us to this 
problem. We’ve [now] fi gured out 
how to contain it.” 

Th e second problem was that 
the Trojan DACP triggered a bug in 
the soft ware that made all of Ai-
rUC’s system access points reboot 
repeatedly. Th e bug was respon-
sible for most login problems, said 
Doran. 

“We did an emergency soft ware 
upgrade to our controller system 
and that got rid of the bug,” he said.

Lorelei Wong, a third-year busi-
ness student, had problems con-
necting to the Internet last week. 
She was supposed to be writing an 
online quiz, but couldn’t access the 
link.

Doran said that other bugs do 
cause issues with the AirUC system.

AirUC infected, IT docs come to rescue

“One of the biggest problems for 
us is that we don’t get many com-
plaints, although our intuition is 
that there are more problems than 
people are submitting trouble tick-
ets,” said Doran.

When people report problems, it 
allows the IT department to trou-

bleshoot their connection issues 
and can help prevent future inci-
dents, he explained. 

AirUC is adopting a new wireless 
management system this month, 
which will enable the network to 
track when and where problems 
occur and help explain why. 

Doran stands next to the university’s extensive server network.
Geoff MacIntosh/the Gauntlet



G A U N T L E T  N E W S  A P R I L  0 9 . 0 9   9

Morgan Haigler
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Post-secondary schools receive 
operating boost

Alberta’s 2009-10 budget has 
received much criticism for both 
funding cuts and defi cit spending. 
Some Calgary city council mem-
bers are concerned it will also lead 
to a delay in infrastructure funding. 

On the other hand, university and 
college leaders are happy with the 
recent change since they will receive 
the six per cent operating boost they 
were promised. Th is will help in-
crease enrolment and continue in-
frastructure expansion plans, even 
though the province is devoting less 
to the cause than in the past. Th e 
province will spend $485 million 
on higher-learning infrastructure 
this year, half of what it invested 
in 2008.  

Italy’s earthquake
Rescuers were forced to fi nd sur-

vivors in the dark aft er a devastat-
ing earthquake hit the historical 
mountain city of L’Aquila, Italy last 
Monday. Th e quake happened at 
3:30 a.m., claiming the lives of over 
225 people and injuring over 1,500 
others. Although fi remen and emer-
gency workers managed to safely 
pull 100 people from the wreck-
age, rain, aft ershock and freezing 

temperatures made the search in-
creasingly diffi  cult. Th e quake left  
homes, ancient churches and other 
buildings completely destroyed in 
26 other cities and towns. 

Crown insists splitting Pickton 
case was a mistake

According to a Crown lawyer, a 
judge’s decision to split the Rob-
ert Pickton case into two separate 
trials was a careless move. Not 
only did the split undermine the 
case for fi rst-degree murder, but it 
prevented the Crown from prov-
ing the murders were intentional 
by not allowing similarities to be 
shown. 

Th e Crown argued at the B.C.
Court of Appeal on Monday that 
if a retrial takes place, there should 
be 26 counts of fi rst-degree mur-
der, instead of six second-degree 
murder charges separate from the 
20 fi rst-degree charges.

Campaign fi ghts child exploita-
tion

Th e Alberta government is trying 
to prevent children from entering 
the sex trade by launching a cam-
paign this month to protect youth 
from traffi  cking in prostitution and 
pornography. 

Th e government is pairing up 
with the Alberta Hotel and Lodg-
ing Association to educate hospi-

tality workers about the dangers 
and signs for minors who are be-
ing sexually exploited. As part of 
the campaign, posters and bro-
chures will be distributed to motel 
and hotel owners, managers and 
employees.

$100 million program for tourism
Th e federal government will be 

establishing a variety of tourist-at-
tracting events across Canada over 
the next two years. To achieve this 
during hard economic times, the 
Marquis Tourism Event Program 
will contribute $3 million to major 
annual events such as the Toronto 
International Film Festival and 
Caribana. Th e Calgary Stampede 
and Folk Music Festival are already 
preparing bids to be included.

Pet hotel attracts business despite 
economic recession

Although the economy has not 
been kind in recent months, pet 
owners are willing to pay a heft y 
price for their dogs and cats to 
spend the night in a new pet ho-
tel. During the recent spring break, 
the luxurious Hotel Balto in Vau-
dreuil-Dorion, a suburb west of 
Montreal, had 80 per cent of its 36 
rooms occupied. 

Prices go as high as $99 per night 
for the dog Royal Suite and as low 
as $29 for cat loft s.

their vehicle in the Art Parkade. 
Campus Security tried to rouse 
the group, but none of them re-
sponded. Calgary Police were 
called and all three were taken into 
custody.

Security has also been busy pre-
paring for Bermuda Shorts Day 
and the challenges posed by its 
new location. 

One change for this year’s event 
will be the addition of fi ve bi-
cycle police, who will be able to 
cover more ground than offi  cers 
on foot. Given this BSD’s loca-
tion, they could prove a valuable 
asset.

“Logistically, it is going to be a 
little more of a challenge to have 
security patrols because the cam-
pus population will shift  and vary 
as they go to and from the venue 

and therefore our concerns on BSD
will be a little more spread out,” 
said Fritz.

Th e new location, in lot 32 ad-
jacent to Crowchild Trail, will also 
employ two eight-foot construc-
tion fences to prevent students 
from entering the busy road. 

Security will be placed in the 
no-man’s-land between the two 
fences. Checkstop police have 
also been invited. Overall, Fritz 
is confi dent that the event will go 
well.

“We just hope the weather holds 
out to be an enjoyable day for all 
students who choose to celebrate,” 
he said.

Total loss due to theft  and dam-
ages in January was $21,479 from 
139 incidents. It was $10,570 from 
88 incidents in February.

Security, con’t from page 5News for the unnewsedNews for the unnewsed
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Every year, as the weather 
turns nice and the pack ice 
breaks up, the seal hunt 

begins. Questions arise over the 
ethics of killing seals in such large 
numbers a practice that occurs not 
for the feeding of northern com-
munities (though some does go 
to that), but to clothe the wealthy 
around the world. In a bid to limit 
the seal hunt, the European Union 
has threatened to ban all seal prod-
ucts, like Belgium did in 2007.

Canada’s trade minister, Stock-
well Day, is now demanding the 
EU amend the law so the trade of 
humanely harvested seals be al-
lowed. If the EU doesn’t change the 
law, Canada will launch reprisals 
through the World Trade Organi-
zation. Th e hunt amounts to a little 
over 200,000 seals being killed and 
while it isn’t clear how much the 
communities will be aff ected if Eu-
rope stops buying the product, the 
threat suggests it is serious enough.

I suspect a great deal of the op-
position to hunting seals, and par-
ticularly how they choose young 
pups, stems from how cute they 
are. Let us make no mistake then: 
an integral part of the seal-cuteness 

A cautionary tale of clubbing cows
Why the seal hunt is bad and factory farming is worse

is the fur surrounding it and we 
should all agree that the fur’s 
job is better served on the seal 
than on the back of a human.

Th e whole issue of cuteness 
seems to cheapen the argu-
ment. Day cannot be insinuat-
ing that if the seals are killed 
humanely (or as if it were a 
human), then that is all there 
is to it. I fi nd Natalie Portman 
awfully cute, but if I killed her 
and once in court told the judge 
I did it humanely, I don’t think 
that would convince many. Ah, 
you say, Portman is not a seal, 
she is a human and surely hu-
mans should be considered of 
greater worth than seals. Per-
haps. When was the last time a 
seal starred in a fi lm? I looked 
and Navy SEALS seem to be the 
most common result. Dolphins 
then, a bit smarter than seals 
but still mammals, also seem to 
be safe — nobody will discount 
Flipper’s performance.

Alright, so we have a hier-
archy of intelligence (presum-
ably), from a seal to a dolphin to 
a human. On the harvesting ques-
tion, dolphins are considered hon-
orary humans, as their killing is 
not condoned. Yet can anyone be 
content to say that the line should 
be between those two nonhuman 
animals? Th ere are humans, for all 
manner of reasons, that have de-
creased brain function and so are 

not as intelligent or cannot even 
feel the same amount of pain as a 
seal. Society is not harvesting such 
humans.

Of course we don’t permit such 
things. Although variation exists 
in human intelligence, the sys-
tematic killing of humans for any 
reason is not condoned. We dare 
not say it’s because humans are 

Eric Mathison
Fighting Words

This year has been quite eventful 
packed with challenges and 
accomplishments. 

From U of  C 101 right to BSD we will be 
leaving this year filled with new memories 
and experiences. There are a few things we 
wanted to say as we wrap up the last few 
weeks of  our terms. First and foremost, 

it has been more than an honour serving 
as your SU executive over the past twelve 
months. We started new traditions and 
projects, maintained some of  the current 
ones and learned a ton in the process. U of  
C is full of  pretty incredible students and it 
has been awesome getting to know many of  
you this year. We hope you continue to take 
advantage of  things like the Co-Curricular 
Records or the Eric Lahoda Scholarship 
because the commitment many of  you 
have shown this University should not go 
unrecognized. 

These last few weeks of  the term can be 
tricky as most of  you are trying to finish 
up those last assignments, study for exams, 
and look for a summer job. There are a 
few options you have that will hopefully 

ease the stress levels a bit. If  any of  you 
are getting the feeling that your prof  is 
being unfair and trying to squeeze in an 
unscheduled huge assignment at the last 
minute or you receive a grade that doesn’t 
seem justified, talk to our Student Rights 
Advisor in the SU office or send him an 
e-mail at sra@su.ucalgary.ca.  

On another note for those of  you who 
are currently on the job hunt, if  you are 
looking to work in your specific field 
of  study but were hoping to earn a little 
more this summer, have a look at our 
Student Work Experience Enrichment 
Program (SWEEP). It’s a wage subsidy 
program that will ensure you’re making 
$15.00 an hour if  you’re working in 
a field related to your studies. See if  

you’re eligible by checking it out at 
www.su.ucalgary.ca. 

Other than that, we just wanted to wish 
you all the best as you work to finish your 
degrees. It was a pleasure to have served and 
represented you this year. We will miss you.  

Best of  luck on your exams! 

Dalmy Baez, SU President
Pamela Weatherbee, VP Academic
Alastair MacKinnon, VP External
Luke Valentine, VP Events
Alex Judd, VP Operations & Finance

Parting Words

www.su.ucalgary.ca

creatures of God, because proving 
that would be much harder. We’re 
better off  saying that it’s because 
they all suff er. With this in mind, 
what is so special about a seal? 
Well, nothing actually, when com-
pared to a cow or a pig or a sheep. 
Portman has already shown that 
one’s cuteness should not be a fac-
tor and the intellectually disabled 

have shown that intelligence is 
not the key.

So, if you are horrifi ed that 
200,000 seals will be killed this 
year, consider the 10 billion an-
imals killed in factory farms in 
the same amount of time. Th e 
seals even get to live out a life of 
freedom on the pack ice, which 
cannot be said for the cows and 
pigs who do not have enough 
room to turn around. If you 
wish to say that it must be done 
for economic reasons, then 
consider the economic devasta-
tion the American South faced 
with the abolition of slaves. I’m 
not comparing seals to black 
people, but they both can feel 
pain and so both have an inter-
est in avoiding it.

Th e idea that humans must 
eat meat (or wear skin) to sur-
vive is false. Feeding grain to 
other animals instead of our-
selves is wasteful and any food 
shortage problems we may 
have would be obsolete if we 
stopped breeding animals in 

such high numbers. 
Of course, one may argue that 

our human ancestors worked hard 
to get us to the point where we have 
dominion over other animals. Let 
me be the fi rst to give my ancient 
brethren a pat on the back. Th e his-
tory of our species, though, is not 
an instruction manual for how we 
should live today.

The SU View is provided by the Students’ Union and published without Gauntlet editorial revision.
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In the face of danger, it is com-
forting to imagine our crime 
fi ghters as fearless and invin-

cible. However, such ideas place our 
minds in a state of false security as 
law enforcers fail to be the heroes 
we expect them to be.

In May 2008, 82-year-old Frank 
Lasser was tasered while in the 
Royal Inland Hospital in Kam-
loops, B.C. Lasser, a former bypass 
surgery patient, was in the hos-
pital for pneumonia when, early 
one morning, a nurse noticed that 
he had a knife. Hospital security 
and three RCMP responded to her 
call and aft er several unsuccess-
ful attempts to subdue Lasser, a 
stun gun was fi nally used to control 
the situation out of fear for a fellow 
offi  cer’s safety.

“Tasers should only be used[...]
when suspects are combative or 
pose a risk of death or grievous 
bodily harm,” according to Paul 
Kennedy, chair of the Commission 
for Public Complaints against the 
RCMP — which fi t the description of 

Attack of the elderly
RCMP use taser on an 82-year-old man in Kamloops, B.C.

Lasser’s apparent threat. 
However, Lasser, an ex-
prison guard, is confi dent 
that he could easily have 
been tamed another way. 
Furthermore, he claims 
to have heard an RCMP of-
fi cer say, “Okay, get him 
because we got more im-
portant work to do on the 
street tonight,” before feel-
ing three shocking jolts.

Lasser’s delusional state 
is thought to have been 
brought on by his inabil-
ity to breathe properly, 
due to receiving an in-
suffi  cient supply of oxy-
gen, and the medication 
he was on. Th e justifi ca-
tion for such an incident 
seems extremely irratio-
nal. Although Corporal 
Scott Wilson explains, 
“Whether the person is 80 
or 20, we are dealing with 
a person who had a dead-
ly weapon in their hand,” 
a sick and frail 82-year-old man 
cannot possibly be that threatening. 
Th e circumstances must be consid-
ered. As a man closing in on the last 
years of his life, sick with pneumo-
nia and unable to breathe or think 
properly, failing to comply with 

setting the knife down should have 
been expected. Besides, the utensils 
patients are off ered are plastic or 
regular metal. Th e “deadly threat” 
Wilson speaks of was, according 
to the National Post, an eight-cen-
timetre-long knife — not quite the 

Meagan Meiklejohnhn
Word Playa

While reading the comments be-
low a story on the CBC website regard-
ing location disputes for a methadone 
clinic, I could barely contain my 
laughter. Th e majority of commenters 
seem to have the idea in their head 
that a methadone clinic is the same 
thing as a safe-injection site and some 
even went so far as to label such clinics 
drug dealers. Honestly!

So what is the fuss? Th e Second 
Chance Recovery clinic was located 
downtown for six years before mov-
ing to a light industrial park on 
41 Ave. N.E. a few months ago when 
its lease was up. However, the City is 
now requiring the clinic to move once 
again due to zoning restrictions. Th e 
clinic treats people trying to overcome 
opiate addictions, including heroin. 
Bill Leslie, who runs the clinic, told 
CTV reporters that the clinic serves 

approximately 500 people from all 
walks of life. Calgary has only one 
other methadone clinic, which is run 
by the Alberta Alcohol and Drug 
Abuse Commission and has a three-
month waiting list. Obviously, there 
is a need for this second clinic to re-
main operational. Th e only problem is 
fi nding a location for it. 

Th ere has been talk of the clinic 
moving to Forest Lawn, but this has 
sparked sharp backlash from the com-
munity association, as has been the 
case with any community suggested 
as a possible location. Apparently, 
community members believe people 
who use the clinic are unsavoury types 
who they would prefer to keep out of 
their backyards and away from their 
children. Th ere is fear that the recover-
ing addicts (seen only as “addicts” or 
“druggies” by community members) 
will increase crime in the community 
and attract drug dealers and other 
criminals. Th is simply is not so.

Anyone who is using the clinic is 
doing so out of a desire to change their 
lives, to turn them around and make 

Marauding on methadone?

Sara Rooseboom
Gauntlet Opinions

see methadone, page 14

crisis situation one might imagine. 
With several trained crime fi ghters 
present, the knife should have eas-
ily been removed from Lasser with 
minimal force.

Since 1999, when police forces be-
gan using tasers, their deployment 

has fl uctuated between 
an average of 50–60 times 
per year. At least 20 peo-
ple have died aft er being 
stunned in Canada. Ken-
nedy explains that “Tas-
ers should only be used 
in touch-stun or fi ring 
mode.” Stunning deaths 
are oft en the result of 
the amount of times one 
is tasered and how long 
the stun is held. Since 
the incident with Lasser, 
the RCMP has scanned 
and altered its guidelines 
on the use of tasers, pro-
moting increased resis-
tance by all members. In 
Lasser’s case, the use of 
a taser refl ects poorly on 
the RCMP and their abil-
ity to resolve a violent 
situation. Whether the 
taser was used as a quick 
and easy way to subdue 
Lasser or whether it was 
truly needed is a matter 

of opinion. If it was absolutely nec-
essary, either Lasser is an extremely 
dangerous 82-year-old man or the 
RCMP seriously need some addi-
tional training before they attempt 
to take on anyone even remotely 
close to middle age.
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Aft er taking part in a 
schoolyard smackdown 
that led to the death of 

one man in Jeddah, Saudi Arabia 
in 2007, Muhammad Kohail was 
sentenced to death by public be-
heading. Th is story is clearly not 
just a typical high school drama, 
nor is it a chain letter sent via Ho-
tmail asking for 1,000 signatures 
to save the poor young man. Th e 
tale that ends with the life of Ko-
hail begins with his application 
for dual citizenship, split between 
Canada and Saudi Arabia.

Th ough it has long been a tender 
issue for both immigrants and pa-
triots, dual citizenship should not 
be allowed.

To be a citizen is to be a pro-
ductive, active member of society, 
someone who works to the best of 
their ability and who contributes 

Canada as get out of jail free card
The sinister side to dual citizenship

politically when of age. 
Kohail failed to uphold 
the obligations accompa-
nied with Canadian citi-
zenship, yet he, his fam-
ily and Liberal MP Dan 
McTeague are asking the 
government of Canada 
to save him from his im-
pending execution. 

Why should our gov-
ernment protect not only 
a murderer, but a mur-
derer who has only been a 
Canadian citizen for three 
years and aft er obtaining 
his citizenship, moved 
back to his homeland? 
Why should this man 
benefi t from the Canadian 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms 
while he lives outside of Canada?

Th e fundamental fl aw of dual 
citizenship is that it allows dual 
citizens to pick and choose not 
only where they live, but also what 
law system they live under. Th is 
causes a problem when the two 
countries that the dual citizens 
belong to have opposing belief 

systems with very little middle 
ground, such as an Islamic abso-
lute monarchy and a federal par-
liamentary democracy. 

Is Kohail not subject to Saudi 
law? Why is he seeking the benefi t 
of Canadian law? If he commit-
ted murder in Canada then yes, he 
should be tried by Canadian law 
and Saudi Arabia should not be 

allowed to intervene. Th erefore, it 
would be incorrect and wrong for 
Canada to intervene in Saudi Ara-
bia’s legal system. 

It is important to keep in mind 
that Kohail’s sentence may be 
harsh, but what he did was wrong 
and according to Saudi custom, 
his punishment is just. Canadians 
cannot argue with this. Lest we do 

Tristan Taylor
Gauntlet Opinions

and somehow this comes 
back to haunt us when 
another country inter-
feres with our internal 
aff airs. 

Dual citizenship, to 
some, is a get out of jail 
free card, but it shouldn’t 
be. Canada’s response not 
to interfere is the correct 
one. Th e small school-
yard smackdown that 
lead to one man’s death 
could lead to a much big-
ger political crisis. And 
in this time of world ten-
sion between Western 
and Eastern beliefs, this 
would only inhibit a fu-
ture camaraderie. 

Th e idea of owning citizenship 
for two countries fails to recog-
nize the responsibilities of being 
a citizen such as voting, working 
and contributing productively. 
One cannot serve two masters, 
especially when those two mas-
ters have such contrary beliefs on 
justice. It is not our government’s 
responsibility to protect Kohail.
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What if you could trade 
in Vicodin for Vivaldi 
or Ritalin for Radio-

head? Imagine if you could gener-
ate healing through music, rather 
than modern medicines. Th e time 
to imagine has come and gone. Th e 
future of healing is here and it has 
made initiative of imagination, but 
if the use of music is a remedy for 
physical and psychological ills, 
then the way of the future is paved 
on the octaves of the past. 

Th e Pythagoreans used the 
strings of the lyre and an anti-
quated notion of time signature to 
develop theoretical structures and 
metaphors of balance and harmo-
ny. As a mouthpiece for Socrates 
and song, even Plato found a place 
for music in the Republic.

Aft er centuries of shunning al-
ternative therapies in favour of 
more conventional scientifi c ap-
proaches to medicine, the West 
may well be taking a cue from its 
own history as researchers at Para-
celsus Private Medical University 
in Salzburgh, Austria work to de-
velop prescriptive pieces and mu-
sical therapies for a wide range of 
diagnoses.

Consultations with famed musi-
cians notwithstanding, researchers 
have guarded the anonymity of the 
composers of the original pieces 
of music being developed specifi -
cally for these studies. Th e director 

The medicine of music: “Take two
 CDs and call me in the morning”

of the program of 
Music and Medi-
cine at Paracel-
sus, Vera Brandes, 
brands herself as 
the fi rst musical 
p h a r m a c o l o g i s t 
and trusts fi rmly in 
analysis and anec-
dote alike. Brandes 
suff ered a devastat-
ing spinal injury 
and was delivered 
a dismal progno-
sis, but miracu-
lously recovered, 
which she credited 
to the elixir of her 
hospital room-
mate’s friends’ 
Buddhist chanting. 
Added to this, her mother (de-
scribed as her “fi rst case study”) 
suff ered a rare variant of blood 
cancer, preferred and benefi tted 
from simple “gentle minimalism” 
over her original favourites, as her 
condition advanced.

Brandes sought immediately to 
supplement these initial experi-
ments with rigorous empirical re-
search and quash any claims of her 
causal model as pseudo-science. 
Th is undertaking involved com-
missioning experts to compose 
original pieces specifi cally for the 
purpose of this inquiry. Each piece 
is designed to provide stimulus — 
through precise rhythmic and har-
monic techniques, all delivered in a 
strategic sequence — to eff ectively 
target symptomologies. Although 
the music is not formulated for aes-
thetics, its functionality predicates 
a certain level of easy-listening. 

Although we may be far from 
actually replacing drugs with mu-
sical pharmacology, a neurologist 
at the University of Sussex sug-
gests that this line of therapy of-
fers great promise as a potential 
treatment option for depression, 
in addition to its current success-
ful use in melodic-intonation ther-
apy, used to assist stroke patients 
in re-acquiring speech through 
the use of song.

Brandes remains cautiously op-
timistic about the future of musical 
pharmacology, but indicates that 
its advantages as a treatment with 
no possible side eff ects or potential 
for harm bolster it above and be-
yond the ranks of other therapies, 
where peripheral suff ering some-
times outweighs improvement of 
symptoms. Music can sometimes 
mend a broken heart and perhaps 
soon, so much more.

Bottled water not all bad

Th e meeting of Calgary City 
Council’s intergovernmental aff airs 
committee shot down an investi-
gation into the option of banning 
bottled water in the city of Cal-
gary. With a vote of 7–3, Calgarians 
will still see bottles of water in the 
shelves and coolers of their favou-
rite store. Th is comes aft er the Fed-
eration of Canadian Municipalities 
sent Calgary a resolution proposing 
that municipalities ban or phase 
out the use of bottled water on mu-
nicipal property. Th is raises a num-
ber of problems for our fair city.

One problem is obesity. If water 
is no longer an option, people may 
resort to buying pop. We and our 
southern neighbours have been 
warned over and over that a grow-
ing percentage of our population 
is carrying around an unhealthy 
number of extra pounds. Pop is 
loaded with empty calories that 
harm many people’s diets. If wa-
ter is taken away as a healthy op-
tion, people will have no choice but 

Jaya Dixit
Gauntlet Opinions

high-calorie drinks. Th is also fails 
to solve the original problem, as the 
soft  drink option also leaves us with 
an abundance of useless, empty 
bottles.

As mentioned in the meeting, 
40 per cent of single-use water 
bottles end up in landfi lls. Th ey do 
harm the environment. Everyday 
we are bombarded with more infor-
mation about how the Earth is fall-
ing deeper and deeper into critical 
condition and we need to change 
our lifestyles in order to sustain the 
environment. It seems pretty silly 
we can’t just make small changes to 
our habits, such as using re-usable 
water bottles. 

People need to put things into 
perspective — is it necessary to buy 
a bottle of water everyday when 
there are an abundant number of 
taps and fountains? Th e choice to 
purchase bottled water should still 
be there, however, for the instances 
where it is a choice between buy-
ing a bottle of water or pop. It is 
harmful to the environment and 
your wallet to buy bottled wa-
ter, so buy a water fi lter, which 
can be used at home to fi ll a re-us-
able water bottle. Save the environ-
ment, while keeping fi t and having 
fun at the same time.

Savannah Hall
Shootin’ the Shit
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something positive of themselves. 
Why else would they seek such help? 

“Next time you come to your 
car and some druggie has smashed 
a window for the change that fell 
out of your pocket you can think 
about how warm and comfy they 
are shooting up in drug treatment 
strategy,” wrote one of the com-
menters below the CBC story. It is 
these kinds of misconceptions that 
make people want to avoid utilizing 
the services off ered by recovery clin-
ics such as Second Chance. Th e stig-
ma of having to admit to addiction 
and being subsequently and mis-
takenly labelled as a threat to safety 
and security is not helpful, nor is the 
misperception of methadone clinics 
as “drug pushers.” 

Community members in For-
est Lawn say that their neighbour-
hood is already stricken with enough 
crime, drugs and violence and this is 
the reason for not wanting a clinic 
whose mandate is to treat those un-
savoury types. Do these people not 
realize that the point of this clinic 
is to decrease drug addiction in the 
city? If addicts already congregate in 
certain areas, does it not make sense 
to locate a clinic there? Th e point is, 
those making use of the clinic’s ser-
vices are not going to be smashing 
windows on their way to and from 
the clinic to fi nd change for their next 
fi x. Th ey are going to the clinic to get 
their “fi x” of methadone in an uphill 
battle to break the bonds of their ad-
diction. Th ey are not there to abduct 
children, vandalize property, steal 
or harm anyone. Th ey are there to 
give themselves a second chance. So 
let’s let them get on with it already.

Methadone, cont’d 
from page 11

So I’ve been seeing this girl on 
and off  and the other day we 
got together and were mak-

ing out. I noticed that there was 
this greenish-yellow foam coming 
from her and it freaked me out, I 
have never seen a girl do that be-
fore. What could this be and should 
I be steering clear of this chick or 
what?”

– Jamal
Sounds to me like this girl has 

an STI. Th ese symptoms are sug-
gestive of trichomoniasis (trich). 
Th is is a very common and cur-

Lesley-Anne Barrett
Gauntlet Sexpert

able STI that anyone can con-
tract. It is caused by a single-cell 
parasite and the physical signs are 
more common in women than 
men, although men can be car-
riers. Although guys don’t usu-
ally show signs, some may expe-
rience irritation inside the penis 
or a slight burning aft er peeing 
or ejaculating. I would get to 
the nearest clinic and get tested 
and recommend that you both 
get some prescription drugs and 
avoid sex until this is completely 
cleared up. Otherwise, you could 
just keep giving it back to each 
other. 

Our bodies are extremely 
smart machines and any time 
your body tells you something 
isn’t right, you should check with 
your doctor; a couple hours in 

a wait room is a small price to 
pay for a clean bill of health.

“My boyfriend turned me down 
last night for sex and I’m worried. 
I didn’t want to hound him as to 
why, but I couldn’t sleep and I keep 
thinking I did something wrong. He 
has never said no before. Actually, 
no guy I’ve been with has said no. 
What does this mean?”

– Crystal
Th ere could be a million reasons 

why your BF turned you down for 
sex and instead of turning this 
back on yourself, unless you know 
something more, don’t overana-
lyze. If you and he have a good 
relationship, you should be able to 
talk about it. It may just be that he 
is tired — it really does happen. If 
your relationship is on the rocks, 

than this may be a whole other is-
sue. Ask yourself some questions: 
how oft en do we have sex? When 
was the last time? Was there a re-
cent argument? 

We sometimes make things out 
to be more than they are, but if 
you feel his rejection to sex is a 
sign, talk to him. Communication 
is essential in any relationship; I 
would ask if there was anything 
wrong or anything I could help 
him with. Th is icebreaker could 
lead to nothing or it may reveal 
something deeper that needs to 
be addressed. Good luck.

Like Sue’s pleasure chest (well, 
mine is actually more like a 

big, green suitcase) I want to re-
view a toy from my Passion Party 
collection that I feel everyone 

would enjoy. For heterosexual 
couples, something I call “Th e 
Progressor” is a deluxe “C” ring 
with a clitoral stimulator for the 
lady that he can feel the vibration 
from as well. Th is one does have 
a cord, of which I am not a fan, 
but it does have seven diff erent 
pulsing variations to keep users 
guessing and a whole lot of nubs 
to stimulate both partners. You 
can shop online for this product 
or pop your head into almost any 
sex store to pick one up, but keep 
in mind sex shouldn’t be expen-
sive — unless you’re paying for 
a high-priced escort — and the 
markup in some stores is more 
than you bargained for. If you 
would like more information on 
this or any toys, please e-mail at 
sexpert@thegauntlet.ca.

STIs and guys that turn you down

‘‘
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URBANISM
New
A s concerns about climate and energy grow, the way we live, work and 

play in our communities is increasingly important. New Urbanism 
advocates for sustainable, diverse development, where people can choose 
to walk, bike or use public transit. Garrison Woods and Kensington are 
great examples of how NU can be applied in Calgary. Multi-family residenc-
es, buildings with storefronts on the bottom and livable streets increase 
quality of life by providing a setting where people are more active, engage 
within their community and interact with their neighbours. 

Rather than focusing on the sprawling features for which Calgary is 
known, we walked around our communities to feature NU aspects in our 
own backyard and outline how we want our city to grow.

Photos by Katy Anderson Chris Pedersen&
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Two columns of TLFs means less time 
spent in the Gauntlet offi ce (=[) and 
more time spent doing my English 
essay! Yay! Yay! Except kind of not, 
because I can bullshit my way through 
this way easier than I can bullshit my 
way through a research paper. Also, I 
like writing English papers. So I guess 
this is a win...yeah. So if you catch my 
drift or if you just like submitting shit, 
bring your TLF submission to MSC 319 
or send it to tlfs@thegauntlet.ca. All 
submissions must include your name, 
phone number, ID number and sig-
nature. All submissions judged to be 
racist, sexist, homophobic or an attack 
of a personal nature will not be permit-
ted. Check you later, fools!

To the handsome guy: we were in-
volved in a “are you fi nished with this 
machine” scenario. Next time I will ini-
tiate the foreplay, just say “ox” & we 
will meet in the mens locker room. 

– the man in the black shorts

To touque guy. Were you enjoying 
lunch at the lower side of MacHall 
nearer to the ATMs? Thanks for shar-
ing your table sweetie.

– turquoise shirt girl

To the dudes at the gym who use the 
machines, please fucking wipe down 
your machines after use. I now also 
have boils near my crotch area. I am 
writing in anger and in conjunction 
with the person who brought up the 
boils issue in last weeks’ TLFs. 

– gym girl

I found your iPod Friday MFH 162 
ceknowle@ucalgary.ca — tell me the 
inscription and it’s yours!

– fi nder

What’s so good about this Friday? Je-
sus died! Shouldn’t it be more like sad 
Friday or something?

– not sad

I just played Naruto for like fi ve hours. 
Heck yes, Amp energy. Heck yes.

After several years of the hip-hop com-
munity asking, “Where brooklyn at?” I 
fi nally decided to end the confusion 
and googlemap it. It’s in east NY, rela-
tively close to Brownsville.

I would like to take this time to say: 
Campus Cove, thanks for nothing, 
you’ve ruined my year at Uni.  That 
being said, let’s bring on courses on 
the Jedi.  Jedis are the greatest beings 
alive.  Nuff Said.

 – Luke S

Wishing on a TLF...
– caz

lvl 80 shammy LF1M  holy priest.  want 
to sync and give you a lips on the kiss.  
srs bsn only.  kthnx

our friendship began at narah and 
Made its way through dance parties, 
thursdens, crave cupcakes, and am-
brOsia. you are so, so beautiful both 
inside and out, which you don’t fi nd 
often! never change doLL :) love You!

– to the capitals...

To all the posers who showed up for 
the AMPed national gaming tour. 
Learn to play a real fuckin’ instrument. 
It’ll actually get you laid.

– Not a Virgin

Look Ma, I just broke my face. Thanks 
to the CONCRETE we were partyin’ on.

– bloody nosed on april 17

Chris Gheran & the Graveyard Gang 
at The Gate (SAIT) Thurs April 9, 8pm. 
$10 Fundraiser for the Doorway ‘Tran-
sitioning to Choice’

– www.ChrisGheran.com

I am looking for an amateur photogra-
pher to work one evening in July. Will 
pay. $ is negotiable. It is an outdoor 
wedding. Great for portfolio and expe-
rience. erinljensen@hotmail.com

Shout out to, jack, jeff, jesus, laura, 
tom, dane, bhaggs, mother mary, God.
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Ground to fi rst fl oor
Up, hop, up, hop, hop, up, up.

First to second fl oor
Th e Light at the Top of the Stairs 

was not yet visible to Leon as he 
plopped into the coff ee cup of Dr. 
Mildew Dreary, dip. Unknown to 
Leon and the Sheridan Catering Co., 
Leon’s mother was a coff ee machine. 
He realized he was a frog when he 
opened his mouth and croaked... 
“Ribbit! Yo!” Th e bleary Dr. Dreary 
took a gulp of her coff ee. But not un-
til she reached the stairwell did she 
coughed and realize she had a frog 
in her throat!

She coughed and sputtered and it 
was the reburp of Leon!! He stared 
around — “Where am I?” said Leon.

Before he could move, Ah frog 
fi nger, the head of Food Services, 
charged down the stairs — “A new 
sandwich!” he said, picking up Leon 

and reaching back. “Pumpernickel, 
Cream Cheese and frog legs!”

“Unhand him!” yelled public rela-
tions. “Th at’s a frog and you know 
what the Prime Minister thinks of 
frogs. No Canada Council Grant if 
you damage him!” “Green?” said 
Employee Relations — “I don’t like 
the color of his skin.”

Leon hopped to safety. “Oh help!” 
he said. “Move on!” said the man. 
“You can’t park here ya bitch.” And 
Leon moved sadly on up the stairs.

Up, hop, up.

Second to third fl oor
“Hey,” said an arts and science ma-

jor — “A frog!” — “Let’s dissect it.” 
“No, no,” said a religious studies ma-
jor — “Maybe he’s a Christian! Does 
he believe in Christ?” “Christ who?” 
said Leon. “Dissect him! —Convert 
him! — Exploit him! — Th e her-
etic!” shrieked the J.C. freak.

“Let he who has no guilt cast the 
fi rst stone,” said the head theologian; 
and (it was he) an uptight virginal 
co-ed suff ering periodic pain, who 
bounced a rock off  his head. Dazed 
and suff ering, Leon was hauled 
down a hallway and nailed cruelly 
to a cross. “I must be an off ering in 
some pagan religious ceremony,” he 
thought, as the blood ran down his 
arms and dripped off  his toes. “I sure 
hope these bastards get what they 
deserve.”

A converted Hell’s Angel took pity 
on Leon and fl agellated everyone 
with a chain until they let him down. 
“I must arise,” said Leon — “I must 
get to the Top of the Stairs.” And so 
must you my friend.

Third to fourth fl oor
Bleeding profusely from the holes 

in his feet Leon narrowly made it to 
the sixth fl oor. But there it was, Th e 

Light at the Top of the Stairs? Was 
this the everlasting hope? Was this is 
the symbol for eternal happiness? “$ 
Bling dolla dolla fi nancial security 
and shit.”

“Hey boy, have you got any life in-
surance?” Th e black suit and tie hov-
ered over him and led him through 
the poor door. Leon felt at home. 
Everything was green (except for the 
golden door). “Sign on the dotted 
line boy, if you think that’s best for 
ya’ll.” “But I can’t write!” he cried. 
“What’s insurance?” croaked Leon. 
“Insurance! Why that’s the most 
stable part of life, premium, double 
indemnity, claimants...” the tie yelled 
louder and louder as Leon (aft er 
grabbing a large amount of green 
wallpaper) slipped out the door. 
Done! Done! Done!

Fourth to fi fth fl oor
Leon, frustrated with the real 

world of the money [Ed note: rest 
of paragraph warn away] hungry, 
slung  his strip of green wallpa-
per over his shoulder and trudged 
ahead; up and up, until he was 
quite high — it seemed to be the 
smell of old jocks permeating his 
membrane. Suddenly Leon was 

fl oating, loud noises assailed him. 
Members reached out clutching 
him — Leon struggled. “Ohhh! — A 
specimen, quick, a jar of formalde-
hyde!” was the last he heard before 
he reacted with what he did best.

Hop! He was in the pocket of a 
visiting obstetrician. Wah! Wah! 
fi ltered through the stethoscope 
and dilators in the pocket of Dr. 
Deliverwell. Leon decided to play 
it cool.

Suddenly he felt a jab. Dr. Deliver-
well had a hard on. One of the nurses 
had caressed Dr. Deliverwell’s hypo-
dermic member and was knocked 
up cold. Th e nurse tripped over a 
blood pressure cylinder — at the 
same time Leon got it from a half-
dissected female frog lurking nearby 
in a made in Quebec incubator for 
tadpoles. Suddenly Leon, like Dr. 
Deliverwell, felt real cool!

Fifth to sixth fl oor
Shaken by his experience, but not 

yet ready to give up, Leon undaunt-
edly decided to continue his journey. 
Step by grueling step he went until 
suddenly he was halted by a tower-
ing fi gure that loomed before him. 
It was a tall, strange-looking crea-

Leon the Frog
The following tale is about a soul-searching amphibian who hopped 
his way into the University of Calgary’s narrative. Written and 
rewritten by anonymous authors, the story fi rst found itself on 
the stairwell leading up to social sciences during the ’70s and 
onto the pages of the Gauntlet in ’78. For the latest version we 
ascended fi fteen fl ights to capture the evolving tale and bolded 
what has changed since we last printed Leon’s journey in ’99.

The tale of

Illustrations by Alastair Starke
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ture wearing a long grey beard, high 
leather boots, a leopard-skin loin 
cloth, [(pill box hat?) how perplex-
ing on bottom of stair] a red fl annel 
shirt, and an orange gingham derby. 
“I’m History!” it said. “It is time to 
look back and analyze all past expe-
riences.”

“Th is guy is nuts,” Leon croaked 
at the idea of bringing back all the 
memories of his lily-ridden past. 
(period) He quickly sidestepped 
History and continued on his quest 
for . . . Th e Light at the Top of the 
Stairs. 

Sixth to seventh fl oor
Leon left  the History Depart. 

behind and continued on his jour-
ney, up, up, up higher and higher 
he sprang to the seventh fl oor. 
Th e door opened. A linguist ap-
peared. Spying Leon, he said, “Say 
something, young amphibian!” 
“Croak,” said Leon. “Krok?” said 
the linguist. “Is your glottis open 
or closed?” “Ribbit,” replied Leon. 
“Hmmm,” said the linguist. “Is your 
tongue touching your apicolveolat 
ridge?”

A political scientist entered. 
“Aha!” he said, pointing at Leon. 
“Are you the anonymous observer 
who must remain anonymous for 
job security reasons, who is assess-
ing the U of C poli sci depart?” 
“Urp,” said Leon, “I fi nd this par-
ticular fl oor in a state of turmoil, 
confusion, and acrimony!” Leon 
continued onwards and upwards... 
(Footnote: see the Gauntlet of 
Th ursday Oct. 18/74) 3 stairs.

Seventh to eighth fl oor
Leon, tongue tied, persevered in 

his search for an identity. Hopping 
slowly up he ‘staired’ in disbelief as 
he saw Anthro approaching. Bells 
racing, thought clashed. “Could 
he, — could he — be a toadtem?? 
A goad to some Aboriginal (P.C. 
Bitches) tribe?” He began to laugh 
hysterically.

Meanwhile, Anthro through the 
gloom — joyously, recognized Leon 
as being sent from below. No longer 
would Anthro have to fast 4 days in 
the mountains to meet his toadtem 
— here he is but — but he is green!!! 
Green! Green!!! No self-respecting 
toadtem is green. Leon sensed his 
acceptance then rejection and with 
an intuition strengthened by his 
many failures, he hung his head and 
schwepped.

Eighth to ninth fl oor
Warning X-rated. Not suited for 

tadpoles.
Leon fl opped down onto the cold 

cement fl oor. He was exhausted. He 
looked up and there was another 
great yellow door. Before Leon had 
time to ponder, the door burst open.

Th ere she was. Tall, slender, and 
beautiful. “Oh! A poor oppressed 
frog,” she exclaimed as she caressed 
him. “Look at you, so tired and hun-
gry. Oh! How our society infl icts such 
ignorance upon you. How it burns 
me up. Come let me take you to my 
offi  ce. I’ll take good care of you.”

“What’s an offi  ce?” Leon thought 
as he hopped in, “Even a bed.” She 
sat down close beside him. “I bet 
they never give you a fair shake, 
always take advantage of you,” she 
whispered and kissed him. She be-
gan to unbutton her blouse. “I’m 
not like that you know. I’ll bet 
you’re as good as any man, maybe 
better.”

Her voice quivered with excite-
ment. She slipped off  her jeans ex-
posing her soft  white thighs. Leon 
was amazed. Leon was astonished. 
She threw herself upon him, breath-
ing heavily.

Leon felt cheap and dirty. He 
couldn’t do it. He had to get out of 
this place. He whispered in her ear, 
“You’re going to be covere d with 
warts.” She screamed. “You fi lthy 
green thing!” Leon took advantage 
of the moment and hopped quickly 
away through the great yellow door 
and up the stairs to the next fl oor...

Ninth to tenth fl oor
Oh! Th e climbing monologue of 

Leon the Frogue. “Why am I so dis-
satisfi ed?” (He cried.) “Oh I feel so 
decrepit!” (He wept.) Surely there is 
some high higher than a (try C Ma-
jor) fruit fl y. (Sigh.) In such angst-
iety, Leon stumbled into a transac-
tional analysis group! But they were 
all stuck at, “I’m o.k.!” 2nd “Berne, 
baby, Berne!” and they should have 
told tadpoleish jokes or even New-
foundfrog jokes, but there was no 
connection.

Leon felt blue. Oh stairlight, stair-
bright is there no school of social 
frogfare tonight? (No lily pad at the 
o.k. Corral?) I can only wonder.

Tenth to eleventh fl oor
Nope! Maybe if I can cultivate so 

many problems I can help somebody 
reap theirs? “Be a social worker,” sug-
gested a loser Phlegmish professor. 
Leon said, “Yeah!” and hung out his 
sign, ‘Problems Bought and Sold.’” 
Nobody came! “Is it because I’m 
short? Speckled? Green? Honest? 
Or is it that I’m a frog? Yes!!” Leon 
could only stair and despair. Arghh! 
Arghh! arghh!!! arghhh!!! arghh! ar-
ghh! arghh! Aarghh — Ribbit.

Eleventh to twelfth fl oor
As he climbed to the 12th fl oor, 

Leon realized with a sigh that he 
had experienced all of what life had 
to off er. Now the question was how 
to express and communicate his 
experiences to society. Leon had 

heard in his travels that art was a 
uniquely human stamp put by man 
on life.

He was about to change that by 
introducing Frog Art. Choosing a 
media was diffi  cult. Webbed canvas? 
Stretched lily pads? Th ese were not 
the real problems. But. What is life? 

Twelfth to thirteenth fl oor
“What is art? Where is the re-

mote? Why am I here? Where is 
my will power? Th ese are barbaric 
cool potions. Is this the hallmark 
of my life? What’s aclyde art? 
Should I fl y Westee? No spicken da 
English. Is this some kind of joere? 
What Esler is there? Do models 
remove their stockings? Do I have 
to Cromwell to pass? A Brosz is a 
Brosz is a — Is this the Lloyd I must 

bear? I have to blowya mignosa. I 
can paint, kiyooka? If you can’t, 
erase it. Blog it.”

Time to throw out the anchor.

Thirteenth to fourteenth fl oor
Does it Sartre? Or end here. Leon 

asked Charon whose boat anchored 
in the mud reaked of Pennies. Au-
thorized Personnel only shouts 
Chron, Go back! But I croaked isn’t 
this the next step. Isn’t it? Ribbit.
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eing lost in Jasper’s Tonquin Valley wasn’t something I had ex-
pected on my fourth trip here, but leaving the parking lot for 
a 30-kilometre backcountry ski at 1:30 p.m. didn’t make this a 
surprising outcome. 

 Th e Astoria River route is the main way to access the Tonquin Valley 
by winter, as you ski on the river’s ice. My friend George and I were about 
100 metres to the right of the summer trail on the warden’s skidoo track. 
We were on our way to an Alpine Club hut near the southern end of the 
Tonquin Valley at the opening of the Eremite Valley.

 I looked ahead to Th rone Mountain which looked more dramatic than 
ever before. Th e dominance of Jasper’s fi nest mountains combined with my 
eagerness for some virgin snow was giving me a rush that I had longed for 
during those bustling days in campus corridors. 

 At a rare opening in the river’s ice, I precariously crouched for some wa-
ter — this I did with my skis on to spread my weight across the thinner ice.

As our progress steadied into the evening, the light fell to a dark blue. 
Th is would be a moonless night, making the stars more marvellous. I 
looked out at nearing Th rone Mountain and knew that we were still hours 
away. I already ached in my shoulders. 

When skiing up any slope, a thick tape called a skin is usually put on a 
ski’s bottom surface for traction on the snow. Otherwise you can use wax. 
George reminded me that without skins on our skis, we’d sail to the hut. A 
generous amount of wax is lighter than the skins, so we stopped every now 
and then as the evening progressed and waxed up. Our skis were telemark 
style — similar to skis used resorts, but with a pivoting binding so that a 
skier can stride and gain hills. Mine were a pretty standard width and were 

180 centimetres long. George, on the other hand, was a ’60s child and was 
a bit old school. He came from a day where skis were very narrow and well 
over 200 centimetres long. He was sporting thin, 210 centimetre misery 
sticks. On the downhill they suggest their name, misery, since you have far 
less stability, but skiing on fl ats or uphill, older skis are lighter and easier 
going than modern backcountry skis. 

We left  the Astoria River and I eventually fl icked on my head torch to 
stay on track as I took the lead, . In the long straight meadows I killed the 
light. Th e temperature fell to the negative teens.

We put our skins on at 11 p.m. when we hit terrain a bit too steep for 
wax. We rested, and as the cold started to seep through our jackets, we 
began the steeper pitch. We left  the valley bottom and headed directly for 
the hut. 

I knew we were supposed to eventually leave the skidoo track since it 
would veer right to Amethyst Lakes, but I didn’t know just where we were 
supposed to go left  toward the hut. “You’re good to the hut,” George called 
out to me, so I carried on up. As we gained altitude I gasped out of fatigue. 
Sweating, I peeled off  layers. 

Out of the abyss I suddenly heard a call: “Hold up! Ahh . . . we’ve passed 
Outpost Peak and that’s our target. Why don’t you come on back down 
here?” Indeed, Outpost’s silhouette hadn’t gotten any bigger in the last 10 
minutes. 

In summer, hikers need only see the turn off  from the Astoria River trail 
to the hut’s trail. In the winter, however, you keep to the river longer, as you 
follow the warden’s skidoo track. Having only pithy head torches for light, 
we had simply missed the turn off  spot where skiers carry on to the hut. 

A savage account of man’s pursuit for adrenaline 
and the wrath nature will unleash to stop him

B
photos and story by Ian Perry
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George was waiting just below 
and we would have to break trail 
through the trees, since we had 
stayed on the skidoo track too long. 
We had almost overshot the hut. 
It was either this or ski all the way 
back down to our skin-spot and re-
trace our steps. Forget going back 
down. George had been coming 
here for decades so he never car-
ried a compass and a map in our 
situation would only show summer 
trails. 

 We left  the skidoo track and 
broke deep snow. I wasn’t tired any-
more — my adrenaline was run-
ning high. Th at old familiar feeling 
of angst was setting in. Th e cold, 
the snow, the forest, the dark — we 
didn’t have much going for us now.

Ten minutes into bush whack-
ing we had swam through a thick 
collection of spruces and fi rs. 
Bows cracked and snapped as we 
squeezed on by. I looked down and 
saw that my left  skin had peeled 
off  my ski and was gone. Instead 
of just renting the skins that came 
with my skis, I used an old pair I 
had attached duct tape with. “Oh 
shit George I’ve lost a skin but it has 
to be right here in the snow some-
where!” He calmly rolled a smoke 
and dropped his pack to the snow 
for a seat. Swearing frequently, I 

rummaged around and sank in the 
snow. I became frustrated. 

Finally George spoke: “Don’t 
worry you won’t need that second 
skin to get back to the highway”. 

Outpost peak had disappeared 
now that we were in a mature forest. 
Our head torches sent futile rays of 
light just metres before ancient trees 
threw them back. George started 
talking about camping where we 
were. Fift een below with no tent 
and the promise of using snow as 
kindling for a fi re just didn’t sound 
cozy.

Suddenly, we broke out of the 
trees at the edge of an embankment. 
Th ere was a clearing below and 
without hesitation George leapt off  
the ledge into the darkness. Th en it 
was my turn; my body was doubled 
over like a rag-doll as I fell the short 
distance to the base of the embank-
ment. Exhausted, I dug my skis out 
of the snow and clamped them back 
on. 

I found George standing on ski 
tracks. He concluded now that we 
were merely 40 minutes away. Back 
on a broken trail my skinless ski 
kept slipping out as we concluded 
our grunt to the hut. 

“Th at’s the one skin technique,” 
mocked George. His laughter re-

see TONQUIN, page 22
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Tonquin, continued from page 21

laxed me again. We weren’t going 
to camp out. 

George later admitted that he 
didn’t even bring a sleeping bag, 
since the hut is stocked with old 
horse blankets. 

It was now well past 3 a.m. 

Leading us, I soon reached a re-
fl ective sign which read “ACC Hut 
0.5 kilometres.”

Minutes later my head torch met 
big intertwined log walls — the 
Wates-Gibson Hut. 

“About time this fucking ended,” 

I said aloud. My boots met the 
fl oor of the little mudroom, then I 
lift ed the latch of the inside door 
and pounded in. 

In the dark common room two 
men were sleeping on the fl oor in 
front of the glowing fi replace. 

“Where the hell were you?” ut-
tered one man. 

“Um... sorry to have disturbed you” 
I said politely. “I’ve just arrived and my 
friend is close behind.” 

“Oh,” replied the man. “I thought you 
were my friend coming in from a pee.” 

He and his friend were seeming-
ly groggy and shocked at our 4:30 
a.m. arrival. Th e one man jumped 
up and started pouring cups of hot 
water. 

“Here,” he handed me a cup. 
“Sorry about all our stuff .” He be-
gan to fuss. 

“No worries,” I said profusely. 
He stoked the fi re. George en-

tered the hut, greeted the men on 
the fl oor and before long we head-
ed upstairs to the sleeping room. 
I pulled myself up the stairs and 
crawled like a wounded animal up 
onto a sleeping pad and into my 
sleeping bag. 

At dawn, I heard George talking 
to the men, but didn’t drag myself 
downstairs until aft er they’d left . We 
would have the hut to ourselves for 
the next two nights. 

Th ere is such an empowering 
feeling in knowing you have the 
continental divide to yourself. We 
were 30 kilometres from the near-
est car and still only on the cusp of 
wilderness. So much isn’t disturbed 
here; grizzly bears sleep peacefully 
beneath the snow and herds of cari-
bou are never distressed by heli-ski-
ers. Fresh mineral water sits frozen 
in giant nameless glaciers.

That day George and I jumped 
into our skis and skirted around 
Outpost Lake. To my surprise I 
didn’t ache much from the previ-
ous day’s 15-hour ski. The weath-
er was brilliant as we ascended 
the little knob above the lake for 
some powder turns. It was okay 
going with my one skin now 
freshly duct taped. 

We soon reached the top of 
the knob below the face of Out-
post Peak. From there we looked 
south into the rugged silence of 
the Eremite Valley. Behind us, 
our hut sat below; so insignifi-
cant beneath Outpost Peak and 
the other mountains.



whole thing, then it becomes a 
task, rather than a pleasure. I can 
say for certain that once George’s 
skiing days are past, I will carry 
on the legacy of the good times 
I’ve spent with him, by losing my-
self from time to time in the Ton-
quin Valley. 

George and I chopped firewood 
and enjoyed the ambiance of our 
last evening while we indulged in 
some accoutrements. 

I was fi xated on the silence as we 
staggered down to Outpost Lake 
with an axe to chop at the ice. We 
would need the fresh water for the 
long ski out tomorrow.
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As we skied down, George did 
his practiced tele-turns and I did 
a mixture of things. 

Every time George fell he’d 
howl with laughter. I cheered the 
whole way down.We swiftly flew 
through the little groves. Keeping 
to treed places, we reduced the 
avalanche risk. 

“I’ll dig you out if you go un-
der!” chanted George. 

“Same here,” I shouted back. 
We had our transceivers blink-

ing away under our jackets. Shov-
els dangled off our packs. 

The following day we traversed 
north from the hut to a small 
summit called Surprise Point. 

The ski back was dodgy because 
the slope down to the hut was 
rather windblown. 

We carefully weaved around ex-
posed rock as we skied and at one 
point we took off our skis to climb 
over boulders. 

George skied into a rock and we 
both howled about it as I pulled 
him up. My heart raced at the 
prospect of a broken femur or an 
avalanche. On some turns I held 
my breath. 

There were little wolverine 
caves all around us.

That evening, our last at the 
hut, we chatted and joked end-
lessly over dinner and drinks. I 
deeply admire George’s insight 
and wealth of knowledge. 

He is so laissez-faire and I find 
his persona rubs off on me a bit 
more every time we meet. 

Escaping life’s busy routines is 
done best in serene places and 
in the company of your favourite 
people. 

The best part of these trips is 
seeing how blissful the mountains 
are and in the presence of great 
people, how beautifully medita-
tive the journey is. 

Few people would choose to ski 
the Tonquin Valley in the dark, 
but sometimes, little adventures 
like that need to be undertaken. 
The larger the predicament I find 
myself in, the higher my spirits are 
upon returning from the moun-
tains. I find that if you don’t have 
a good sense of humour about the 
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Moira Wolstenholme
Gauntlet Sports

Breanna Hendriks is in a good 
mood. Aft er several weeks of 
being out of the water with a 

case of mononucleosis, she’s recent-
ly been told that she can get back to 
training next week. 

With a characteristic smile on her 
face, she tells me of the latest Bar-
on’s Court delicacy I have yet to try. 

“Have you had the breakfast 
smoothie?” she asks, as I sat down 
with her. “It’s delicious.” 

Having been a competitive swim-
mer since the age of fi ve, it’s un-
derstandable why this second-year 

Dino would be antsy aft er spending 
the last few weeks on dry land. She 
has a tattoo on her right ankle of 
Chinese characters saying “Water” 
and “Happiness,” indicating that 
one rarely comes without the other.

If Hendriks’ happiness can in-
deed be gauged by her success in 
the pool, then the past two varsity 
seasons must have made her as hap-
py as the proverbial clam. 

Female rookie of the meet at 
the 2008 Canadian Interuniversity 
Sport Championships, Hendriks 
continued to gain momentum in 
the following months, culminat-
ing in a stellar performance at the 
2009 CIS Championships. Cap-

turing gold in the 400-metre and 
800-metre freestyle silver in the 
200-metre freestyle, and gold in the 
4x100-metre and 4x200-metre 
freestyle relays, Hendriks played a 
pivotal role in propelling the Dino 
women to their fi rst ever title as Na-
tional Champions. 

“I didn’t expect to swim as well as 
I did,” says Hendriks, “I just went in 
relaxed, trying to focus on my races 
and it all just seemed to come to-
gether for me.” 

Renewed emphasis on self-focus 
is what she claims to be the secret 
behind her continual improvement 
in the pool. 

“For a long time, I’ve always had 

the problem of focusing too much 
on my competitors and everything 
going on around me,” says Hen-
driks, “I’d get nervous and I would 
forget all about my race plan. It was 
really holding me back.” 

Th rough the help of Dinos head 
coach Mike Blondal and national 
team sports psychologist Hap Da-
vis, Hendriks focused on develop-
ing her mental race preparation. 

“I realized I had to make a 
mental change,” said Hendriks, “I 
learned that thinking too much 
about what’s going to happen 
in the future, like the outcome 
of a race, can distract you from 
the important things you have to 

focus on in that immediate mo-
ment.” 

Not only have her psychological 
improvements enabled her to, in 
her words, “chill out” before races, 
but Hendriks has also found she 
is more capable of simply working 
harder in practices.

“I just felt more dedicated this 
year,” says Hendriks, “I’ve been lift -
ing heavier weights and I’ve been 
training harder than I ever thought 
I could.” 

The result is that Hendriks, al-
ready reputed amongst her team-
mates as a doggedly determined 
trainer — even, on occasion, giv-
ing her male teammates a run 
for their money — has become a 
force to be reckoned with on the 
Canadian scale and increasingly 
on the international scene as 
well. Her performances at the CIS 
championship this year secured 
her a spot on the Canadian team 
going to the 2009 World Student 
Games in Serbia this August — 
her first time on a senior national 
team.

“Our goal this summer is to get 
her into the top-50 in the world,” 
says Blondal, Hendriks’ coach for 
the past three years. “After that, 
there are only three years until 
the next Olympic trials. We are 
already positioning ourselves for 
2012.” 

One would think that with 
Olympic endeavours filling her 
future, Hendriks would have lit-
tle room left for dreams of much 
else. However, she is wisely aware 
of how short-lived an athletic 
career can be and is already in 
the process of planning her post-
swimming vocation.

“I want to be an officer with the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police,” 
says Hendriks, who in prepara-
tion for the career has recently 
switched her major to sociol-
ogy. “It’ll have to be after I finish 
with swimming, of course, but it’s 
something I’ve always wanted to 
do.” 

With final exams looming on 
the horizon, followed by an in-
tensive three-week training camp 
in Hawaii in early May, Hendriks 
has little time to think about the 
far-off future. But this is exactly 
the way she wants it to be. 

“It’s about taking everything 
one thing at a time,” says Hen-
driks. “One day and one workout 
at a time.”

Hendriks reflects on rocking the pool
U of C swimmer analyzes championship season, sets sights on Olympics
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Two columns of TLFs means less time 
spent in the Gauntlet offi ce (=[) and 
more time spent doing my English 
essay! Yay! Yay! Except kind of not, 
because I can bullshit my way through 
this way easier than I can bullshit my 
way through a research paper. Also, I 
like writing English papers. So I guess 
this is a win...yeah. So if you catch my 
drift or if you just like submitting shit, 
bring your TLF submission to MSC 319 
or send it to tlfs@thegauntlet.ca. All 
submissions must include your name, 
phone number, ID number and sig-
nature. All submissions judged to be 
racist, sexist, homophobic or an attack 
of a personal nature will not be permit-
ted. Check you later, fools!

To the handsome guy: we were in-
volved in a “are you fi nished with this 
machine” scenario. Next time I will ini-
tiate the foreplay, just say “ox” & we 
will meet in the mens locker room. 

– the man in the black shorts

To touque guy. Were you enjoying 
lunch at the lower side of MacHall 
nearer to the ATMs? Thanks for shar-
ing your table sweetie.

– turquoise shirt girl

To the dudes at the gym who use the 
machines, please fucking wipe down 
your machines after use. I now also 
have boils near my crotch area. I am 
writing in anger and in conjunction 
with the person who brought up the 
boils issue in last weeks’ TLFs. 

– gym girl

I found your iPod Friday MFH 162 
ceknowle@ucalgary.ca — tell me the 
inscription and it’s yours!

– fi nder

What’s so good about this Friday? Je-
sus died! Shouldn’t it be more like sad 
Friday or something?

– not sad

I just played Naruto for like fi ve hours. 
Heck yes, Amp energy. Heck yes.

After several years of the hip-hop com-
munity asking, “Where brooklyn at?” I 
fi nally decided to end the confusion 
and googlemap it. It’s in east NY, rela-
tively close to Brownsville.

I would like to take this time to say: 
Campus Cove, thanks for nothing, 
you’ve ruined my year at Uni.  That 
being said, let’s bring on courses on 
the Jedi.  Jedis are the greatest beings 
alive.  Nuff Said.

 – Luke S

Wishing on a TLF...
– caz

lvl 80 shammy LF1M  holy priest.  want 
to sync and give you a lips on the kiss.  
srs bsn only.  kthnx

our friendship began at narah and 
Made its way through dance parties, 
thursdens, crave cupcakes, and am-
brOsia. you are so, so beautiful both 
inside and out, which you don’t fi nd 
often! never change doLL :) love You!

– to the capitals...

To all the posers who showed up for 
the AMPed national gaming tour. 
Learn to play a real fuckin’ instrument. 
It’ll actually get you laid.

– Not a Virgin

Look Ma, I just broke my face. Thanks 
to the CONCRETE we were partyin’ on.

– bloody nosed on april 17

Chris Gheran & the Graveyard Gang 
at The Gate (SAIT) Thurs April 9, 8pm. 
$10 Fundraiser for the Doorway ‘Tran-
sitioning to Choice’

– www.ChrisGheran.com

I am looking for an amateur photogra-
pher to work one evening in July. Will 
pay. $ is negotiable. It is an outdoor 
wedding. Great for portfolio and expe-
rience. erinljensen@hotmail.com

Shout out to, jack, jeff, jesus, laura, 
tom, dane, bhaggs, mother mary, God.
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Ryan Pike
Jack Of All Trades

By this time of year, all stu-
dents fi t neatly into two 
categories. Either you’ve al-

located your time well, completed 
your assignments and are planning 
to get drunk on Bermuda Shorts 
Day to celebrate your accomplish-
ments or you’ve not done any of 
those things and merely wish to 
drink the pain away.

Here at the Gauntlet, we feel your 
pain. Of the dozen-or-so regular 
staff  at the paper, the average GPA 
is somewhere in the vicinity of 2.4. 
Not only do we know how to fail, we 
also know how to succeed at failing. 
At this critical time of year, we’ve 
cracked open the vault to share our 
secret to dealing with failure with 
our readers.

Stage 1: Denial
If you’ve gotten to the point 

where you’re in danger of fl unking 
out, you’ve done a great deal of de-
nial already. You’ve denied that you 
had work to do and denied that you 
had to do it. By now you’re great at 
denying things.

So deny that any of this is your 
fault. Blame your friends. Blame 
your family. Most of all, blame the 
university system for placing you 
in a situation where you’ve been set 
up for failure. We recommend go-
ing to your professor or TA and tell-
ing them that you didn’t know that 
you had a midterm or a paper due 
when you did because the course 
outline was unclear. If you’re really, 
really lucky, they might be willing 

to put extra weight on whatever 
assignments are left . If this occurs, 
remember to do the assignment(s).

Stage 2: Anger
By now, your fi rst step has failed. 

You’re probably pretty angry. Feel 
free to punch a wall or, failing that, 
a friend or relative, out of frustra-
tion. Don’t punch strangers because 
they’re far more likely to sue than 
people you know.

Anyhow, now that you’re angry, 
it’s probably too late to start work 
on your project or assignment. 
Your work will be shoddy and full 
of holes.

Instead, head to the Den to drink 
your anger away and get something 
to eat.

Stage 3: Bargaining
Okay. You’re done being angry. 

You’re ready to maybe think about 
doing your work. But you’re out of 
time. What do you do?

Go to your professor or TA and 
beg. Plead with them. Bargain with 
them! Maybe they’ll let you do a 
rewrite. Maybe they’ll add weight 
onto your fi nal projects or papers. 
Maybe they’ll tell you to go fuck 
yourself. It all depends on how you 
do it. Beg, but don’t threaten. Off er 
favours, but not of a sexual nature. 
Many of them are married, or at 
least have better prospects than you. 
Besides, you’ve got too much to do 
to waste time on non-academic ac-
tivities.

Gauntlet editors have, in the past, 
completely forgotten about mid-
terms or papers and avoided fail-
ing by getting an STI or pregnancy 

test for the doctor’s note. Th at 
sounds fi ne on paper, but for men 
it requires having a Q-tip jammed 
in your urethera to swab for infec-
tions. If you would rather get an ‘F,’ 
we understand.

Anyhow, if your begging and 
pleading works, you may actually 
get a shot at passing. Don’t go to the 
Den. Don’t have a nap. Don’t visit 
your signifi cant other. Just do the 
fucking work. A fi ve per cent mark 
is much better than a zero and can 
raise an ‘F’ to a ‘D+,’ much like it 
can change an ‘A’ into an ‘A+’ for 
smart people.

Speaking of smart people, go 
to the smartest person you know 
and bargain with them. Th ey can’t 
do the work for you because that’s 
horribly unethical, but they can 
give you handy advice on how to 
be good at school like they are. It 
helps if they’re in the same class or 
major as you, but your friend who 
gets ‘A’s in philosophy can probably 
help you out decently in calculus or 
physics.

Th e key is to do whatever you can 
to get a second chance and then get 
the work done as quickly as pos-
sible. Quality is encouraged, but 
not essential. You’re not going to 
do great work at this stage anyway, 
so just hand something in and deal 
with the aft ermath later.

Stage 4: Depression
Congratuations! You’ve begged, 

pleaded and scrambled your way 
into fi nishing whatever work you 
had to do. Sure, it may be days or 
weeks aft er the original due date, 
but at least it’s done, right?

At this point, sit back and refl ect 
on all the horrible stuff  you had to 
put up with to get your work done.  
You’re probably bummed out, but 
go with it. Unless you have other 
work to do in another class, we rec-
ommend holing up in your room 
and watching an entire TV series on 
DVD to help collect your thoughts. 
Offi  ce favourites include Star Trek: 
Th e Next Generation (any season 
where Riker has a beard), Lost or 
any British sitcom.

Also, grab something to drink. 
Th ere is no more wonderful feeling 
in life than drinking while contem-
plating the sorry state you’ve fallen 
to entirely through your own poor 
decisions.

Stage 5: Acceptance
By now, you’ve worked through 

the other steps. You’ve denied that 

anything was your fault. You’ve 
bargained your way into an exten-
sion of some kind. You got work 
done, somehow. You’ve refl ected 
on your experience and all your 
various failures. Now what you 
need to do is accept the fact that 
you are a failure. Granted, you’re 
at least functional enough as a hu-
man being to get into university, 
but not enough to pay any attention 
to dates and times. Embrace that. 
Celebrate that. More important, 
take notes for the next time you in-
evitably fuck off  and go bowling in-
stead of writing a 15-page paper on 
Plate Propensity and have to beg 
Dr. So-and-So to give you a second 
chance. Remember what kind of 
chocolate he likes or his favourite 
brand of scotch. Th ese are the de-
tails that will bail your ass out the 
next time you fail at life.

Five stages of academic grief

Jen Grond/the Gauntlet
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Veronika Lancaster Deliyannakis
Gauntlet Entertainment

Bad Flirt are a lot of things. Th ey’ve 
been called indie, punk, pop, rock 
and even Canada’s next favourite 
female-fronted band — though the 
band does fi nd that one a bit silly. 
Lead singer Jasamine White-Gluz 
says that there is more than one fe-
male and the guys are just as impor-
tant for making their self-described 

brand of satanic metal.
“In our heads we’re like a really 

heavy satanic metal band, but I’m 
pretty sure we’re just a rock band 
— pop rock,” says White-Gluz. “I 
mean, everyone seems to have a 
diff erent way of describing it, but I 
would say it’s just pop rock.”

Bad Flirt are infl uenced by their 
Québécois/English-Canadian dual-
ity in many ways, especially when 
touring. Bands they know as really 
big in Montreal haven’t even reg-
istered a blip on the radar in other 
places. Much of their music is infl u-
enced by other bands and a whole 

array of musical styles from punk 
to pop to heavy metal. Th ere’s even 
some klezmer and polka roots in 
their mutt-like musical heritage.

“A lot of the music we listen to 
sounds nothing like the music we 
make,” says White-Gluz. “A lot of 
us come from a punk background, 
which is why we sort of have a punk 
ethic. Now a lot of us like gay ’80s 
music — but not ironically.”

Originally Bad Flirt consisted of 
White-Gluz, but it was only a mat-
ter of time before she found the 
bandmates she’d always wanted. 
For better or for worse, the band 

Bad Flirt wink, show a little bit of hairy leg to Satan

Jordyn Marcellus
Gauntlet Entertainment

From Berlin to Hamilton, 
Ontario the Junior Boys — 
Matt Didimus and Jeremy 

Greenspan — are making music 
that’s a global pop confection.

Th e duo is known for its dark, 
moody, easy-grooving electronic 
pop with a melancholic edge. With 
sexy synthesizers that evoke late 
night discothèques and Greens-
pan’s Depeche Mode like pleading 
vocals, their music is enough to 
make listeners think back to loves 
lost on the dancefl oor. 

On their latest album, the Boys 
split their time recording in two 
seemingly diff erent places — 
Hamilton, Ontario and Berlin. 

“I sort of travelled back and 
forth [between Hamilton and Ber-
lin],” says Greenspan. “Matt lives 

[in Berlin], so we’ve spent a lot 
of time there. It’s a great city. It’s 
cheap and artist-friendly.”

While it may seem like an odd 
comparison to make, Greenspan 
says that Berlin and Hamilton 
actually have a lot in common. 
Th ey’re both creative and artistic 
hubs, plus dirt cheap to live in. For 
a musician like Greenspan, the lat-
ter is one of the more important.

“I love Hamilton,” laughs 
Greenspan. “It’s similar to Berlin 
in the sense that it’s unreasonably 
cheap. Th ere’s a huge amount of 
artists that have come into the city 
and bought up blocks of the city, 
turning it into a place to do cre-
ative stuff .” 

Aft er recording the album, the 
inevitable touring has begun. For 
the Junior Boys, their tours are 
usually marked by at least one in-
credible disaster. 

“We usually have one absolute 
catastrophe go down per tour, but 
thus far it hasn’t happened,” explains 
Greenspan, laughing nervously. 

For most independent acts, the 
van is the only way to travel. It’s not 
the preferred choice, but it’s small 
and economical. Th e Junior Boys, 
though, are tour bus converts. 
Instead of hanging around in a 
cramped, smelly van that may not 
have functioning air conditioning, 
trying to carve out a space between 
instruments and merchandise, the 
Junior Boys travel in relative style 
on their tour bus. 

“We’ve been lucky that we’ve had 
buses for the last couple tours,” says 
Greenspan. “It’s hard to go back, 
especially when you get a little bit 
older. Now that we’re in the 30s 
zone, it gets less and less appealing. 
When you’re 21, touring in a van 
is fun, but ultimately [busses] keep 
your band together because you’re 
not getting into massive, massive 
fi ghts aft er being in a van together 
for six weeks.” 

If touring is like a road trip, 
then you need to keep yourself 
occupied. “Punch Buggy” leads 
to bruised arms, “I Spy With My 

These Boys don’t get lost on the road
J u n i o r B o y s
m u s i c i n t e r v i e w

Little Eye” leads to annoyed bus 
patrons and “20 Questions” just 
sucks. For the Junior Boys, their 
North American tour is made
easier by TV-on-DVD and separate 
bunk space.

“We’ve got the second season 
of 30 Rock going on, plus Matt’s 
watching some German fi lms to 

B a d F l i r t
m u s i c i n t e r v i e w

that she’d imagined fi nally came to-
gether.

“I think we’ve become quite the 
little family here,” explains White-
Gluz. “We sort of live in a little bub-
ble where people don’t get the things 
we fi nd really funny and we speak 
in weird code. It’s all a really happy 
little family.”

Bad Flirt had previous released a 
few EPs independently, which taught 
them the ropes. Aft er fi nding a la-
bel, Kartel Musik, White-Gluz, says 
they were able to adapt, evolve and 
change greatly since their indepen-
dent days. Still, through it all, Bad 

Flirt enjoyed putting all the work 
into their new cd, Virgin Talk.

White-Glutz explains that the 
group is still having a whole lot of fun 
with it and constantly growing up.

“We don’t play some songs any-
more, so a lot of the old stuff  doesn’t 
refl ect the band at all anymore,” says 
White-Gluz. “Even the new record, 
Virgin Talk, when we play it live, it’s 
a lot heavier than people thought. 
Yeah, I guess even the new stuff  is 
constantly evolving.”

The Junior Boys play at the Warehouse April 9. The 
show starts at 8 p.m.

Bad Flirt play at Broken City as part of their 
Death? tour April 10. The show starts at 8 p.m.

help out with his German,” says 
Jeremy Greenspan. “It’s still [in 
the] early days. I got to buy more 
DVDs. I’m always looking for some 
Columbo episodes that I don’t 
have.”

courtesy Outside Music

The Junior Boys have a lovely outing on the lake



Editor: Amanda Hu—entertainment@thegauntlet.ca

Hey everyone, check back next week for the last 
column of this year! 

Nothing feels more deli-
cious than a little procras-
tination before an exam. 

Get your school not on by fi nding 
lots of artistic venues to visit and 
help your brain unwind with activi-
ties that don’t necessarily include 
drinking. And when you are all 
done exams, going to art galleries is 
a promising way to fi nd inspiration 
for your own creative outlets dur-
ing the warm months ahead.

Truck Gallery is featuring Th e 
Neon God We Made by Keith Mur-
ray until May 9.

Make some time to visit the Car-
penter’s Union Hall in Kensington 
Sat., April 18, because they will be 
hosting this month’s Calgary Mar-
ket Collective. It’s a gathering of 
over 50 painters, sculptors, photog-
raphers, musicians, jewelry makers 
and clothing vendors off ering their 
best wares. Admission is one dollar 
and the Rotisserie, one of Calgary’s 
best coff ee shops, will be providing 
free coff ee all aft ernoon. Th is is an 
opportunity for audiences to get a 
taste for Calgary’s diverse art scene. 
Th e fun runs from 10 a.m. until 
5 p.m.

David R. Harper has a new show, 
Th e Last to Win, at Stride Gallery. 
His works are meant to break ste-
reotypes, mirroring his appearance; 
the young man is handsome, buff  

and has some piercings and tattoos, 
yet it’s not uncommon for him to 
spend 15 hours a day knitting and 
embroidering. His current installa-
tion at stride combines taxidermy 
and embroidery in a very original 
fashion. Harper explained that he 
was inspired by the famous horses 
of great leaders and celebrities, 
like those belonging to Napoleon 
Bonaparte and Roy Rogers.

“Horses only really get mounted 
if they’re of great fame,” he says. “In 
the aft erlife they’re forced into liv-
ing in their fame and glory.” 

And so, to explore this idea, the 
artist made his own horse, a very 
time and energy-consuming pro-
cess.

“You become part of the piece 
because you invest so much of 
yourself into it,” he explains, “It 
makes your fi ngers bleed”. 

Taxidermy has appealed to 
Harper since childhood because of 
the dichotomy it embodies.

 “[Th e animal is] half man made 
and half nature made.” 

Th e show closes May 9.
Also closing May 9 is Kristin 

Ivey’s work, Th e Phallus Series at 
the New Gallery. Ivey considers 
proms from the last 30 years as 
coming-of-age rituals, contrast-
ing with today’s values where 
gender roles have generally been 
abandoned. She constructs penis-
shaped soft  sculptures from thrift  
store prom dresses, exploring nos-
talgia, the anonymous identity and 
experience of each dresses previous 
owner. 

Ivey believes that soft  objects, 

such as teddy bears, defi ne our 
childhood and that our desire for 
them in adulthood invokes a mix of 
feelings within us.

“It is my hope that the phallus 
sculptures will provoke attraction, 
repulsion and humor in the view-
er,” she says.

 At the Udell Contemporary Gal-
lery is a Joe Fafard retrospective, 
highlighting both the variety of his 
work and mediums and its progress 
over the years. Fafard is a Canadian 
icon, best known for his humor-
ous small sculptors of politicians, 
artists and friends and his large-
scale bronze cows. He graduated 
with an MFA in 1968 and has been 
investigating the requirement for 
communal life within oppositions 
in our national identity, such as 
urban and rural, French- and Eng-
lish-Canadian ever since. Check it 
out until the end of May.

Th e Nickle Arts Museum mounts 
Line, Colour and Muscle: Th e fi rst 
Exhibition Lithographs of John 
Snow and Maxwell Bates until May. 
Lithographs are a special process of 
creating prints using a fl at smooth 
stone, which allows the artist to 
reproduce his/her work while mak-
ing each piece unique. 

Snow and Bates were pioneers 
of lithography fi ve decades ago, 
making it an important art form 
in Western Canada. Th e exhibit 
explores some of their fi rst works 
that, at the time, were sometimes 
considered bold and disturbing. 

April art is awesome!
Olivia Komorowski
Art Action
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Paper Moon, a fi ve-member ensemble from 
Winnepeg, need to spend a little more time at 
the drawing board — or writing board, if there 
is such a thing.
While the group starts off  their third album Only 
During Th understorms with a fresh, happy and 

Paper Moon

Only During Th understorms
(Endearing)

light pop sound, the lack of thought-out lyrics 
ends up being their kiss of death.
Th e band said that they were looking for an 
edgy sound and successfully pulled it off  at fi rst 
with songs like “What Are You Going To Do 
With Me” and “Where Did All Our Time Go.” 
By the end of the 33-minute album, however, 
the repetitive lyrics and too-simple piano stops 
being cute and borders on irritating. “Unhappy 
Together” reaches an epitome of creativity with 

the lines “Th e two of us, we don’t get along / Ever 
since the night you left  me, I just stare at the 
walls.” Every single song is about a relationship. 
Th ere are other things to sing about. 
Lead singer Allison Shevernoha’s smooth, 
innocent voice is the diamond in the rough. 
It’s too bad that it isn’t being put to better use. 
Aft er a great debut album in 2002, Paper Moon’s 
latest is a bit of a disappointment. 

..Sarelle Azuelos

Ramblin’ Jack Elliott
A Stranger Here
(Anti- Records)

Brasstronaut
Old World Lies EP
(Unfamiliar Records)

Brasstronaut’s mellow tunes are capable of 
taking you to outer space. It’s not easy to 
neatly organize this band into any one genre, 
as Brasstronaut sound more like a classically 
composed orchestra and less a motley of instru-
ments that, when on paper, look more like they 

were found at a garage sale. Th e folksy charm 
of their intricate songwriting complements 
their talent as young artists. Th e use of non-
traditional instruments such as the fl ugelhorn, 
as well as complicated drumming leaves the 
listener at ease in its splendor. 
Edo Van Breeman’s soulful vocals send the 
listener back to a simpler time, when more 
focus was put on the meaning of the words 
rather than the ability of the words to be 

sung. The elegant piano accentuates both 
the horn and string instruments, compiling 
together a picture to make most amateur artists 
jealous. Th eir dystopian lyrics, mixed with 
Breeman’s captivating voice, calm and delight 
the senses. 
Brasstronaut’s sound draws you a bubble 
bath, lights scented candles and then gives your
ears the attention they deserve for 21.9 minutes.

..Laura Bardsley and Tristan Taylor

RR amblin’ Jack Elliott’s folk/roots career spans over half a 
century and during this period he’s been a major infl uence 
on many musicians, most notably Bob Dylan. Th e vocalist, 

guitar-picker and harp player’s latest release has long been in the works 
and is quite accidentally well-timed. All 10 tracks on A Stranger Here 
are blues tunes derived from the Great Depression including covers of 
songs by Blind Lemon Jeff erson, Mississippi John Hurt and Son House, 
perfect for those feeling the blues in the current recession.
Th ough not known strictly as a blues musician, Elliott tackles all of his 
and producer Joe Henry’s hand-picked songs with gusto and charisma. 

Th e 77-year-old’s soulful, road-weary voice is perfect for this collection 
of tunes and convincingly makes them sound as if they were his own 
compositions. Accompanying Elliott is a top-notch backing band, includ-
ing Los Lobos’ David Hidalgo on guitar and accordion, Van Dyke Parks 
on piano and vibes and Jay Bellerose on drums. Rounding out the mix 
is Henry’s subtle yet modern production style.
Highlights include the slide guitar fi lled “Soul Of A Man,” the dirge-
like “Grinnin’ In Your Face,” and the appropriate closing track “Please 
Remember Me,” with its honky tonk style piano and Elliott’s seemingly 
drunken vocals.
A Stranger Here is certain to appeal to most blues afi cionados. Due to 
the depression-era from which these tracks were chosen, let’s not forget 
that things could always be worse. 

..Ken Clarke

s p u nA L B U M  R E V I E W S
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WWhen Attack In Black first emerged on 
the Canadian music scene in 2005, 
they entertained curious crowds across 

Canada with their unique brand of punk-infused folk 
songs.  Attack In Black departs from their earlier, 
harder-driving music on their latest album, Years 
(by One Thousand Fingertips) and successfully turn 

Th e Hazards of Love is a unique album in both 
its composition and lyrics. Like predeces-
sor The Crane Wife, the album tells a story 
reminiscent of something you might hear from a
bard while drinking mead at a medieval tavern 
— if it was equipped with electric guitars.

Attack In Black
Years (by One Th ousand Fingertips)
(Dine Alone Records)

Th e Decemberists
Th e Hazards of Love
(Capitol Records)

listeners on to new, mellow and layered sounds comple-
mented by introspective and thoughtful lyrics.
“Beasts”, the first single off of Years, ably mixes steady 
marching-beats with actively scattered bass and guitar 
lines.  The album’s titular song sweetly swings with a 
catchy and whimsical guitar riff, while “Moon of Day” 
carefully balances sonic tensions and releases between 
verses and choruses.  Characteristic of many Canadian 
folk songs, they conjure up images of nature in “The 
Great Niagara Circle Route” and “Leaving Your Death 
in a Flowerbed.” Though Years offers up a number of 

Th e Hazards of Love is the story of two lov-
ers, Margaret (voiced by folk luminary Becky 
Stark of Lavender Diamond) and William 
(Decemberists lead singer Colin Meloy). 
Margaret fi nds herself pregnant and enters 
the forest near her city to fi nd William, a 
shape-shift er who dwells there. Th e Forest 
Queen, William’s adoptive mother (voiced 
by Shara Worden of My Brightest Diamond) 
becomes jealous and takes it upon herself to 

oppose their love. A wicked and murderous 
villain also gets involved and threatens the 
couple’s happiness.
Unlike its predecessor, electrical instrumen-
tation plays a bigger part in Th e Hazards of 
Love. Instead of watering down the acoustic 
instruments, it is used to help contrast situ-
ations and characters. Th e result is a richly 
eclectic album.
While ultimately tied together by the story 

line, each track is unique and can easily 
stand alone. From the hauntingly beauti-
ful “Won’t Want for Love (Margaret in the 
Taiga)” to the spooky carnivalesque sound of 
“Th e Hazards of Love 3 (Revenge!)” and the 
rock- opera-inspired “Th e Queen’s Rebuke/
Th e Crossing” Th e Hazards of Love has all the 
charm of a high sea chanty, but without the 
scurvy.

..Nicole Dionne

beautifully engineered tracks, Attack In Black disappoints 
listeners by cutting the upbeat and carefully harmonized 
“I’m a Rock” and “Seeds” a few minutes too short.
Despite the placement of a few too-short-but-sweet songs, 
Years is an intricately-detailed album full of colourful 
and unique songs worth listening to.  Overall, Attack In 
Black’s successful departure from old musical techniques 
to fresh, new sonic explorations ensures a pleasant, 
enjoyable and uniquely Canadian musical experi-
ence.

..Jennifer Trieu
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beep boop beep

we are all going to

die

beep boop beep
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