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e d i t o r i a l

news opinions drinking supp
From the auditor general and 
Harvey’s pension to technol-
ogy in the classroom, the Da-
lai Lama and HIV in rural Al-
berta, get your campus news 
hot off the press, page 4.

entertainment   The Calgary International Film Festival is back for another year, so enjoy a buffet 

of delicious coverage on pages 20 and 21. Reviews, previews and fi lmmaker interviews. 

This week, the Dalai Lama 
comes to town and Opinions 
has an opinion about that. 
Plus, comic books, Green-
peace, Barack Obama and 
Kanye West, page 13.

The Gauntlet’s drinking team 
hit the streets to provide you 
with the most up-to-date 
news about drinking pos-
sible. Check out the results, 
section B insert.

c o n t e n t s

®

sports
This week, the offensive line 
of the #4 football team in the 
country (the Dinos) are pro-
fi led. All of them can bench-
press every sports writer we 
have, page 17.
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Harvey’s cash-laden cup runneth over
U of C gives Weingarten $4.75m goodbye handshake

Earlier this week, the 
amount of outgoing Uni-
versity of Calgary Presi-

dent Harvey Weingarten’s re-
tirement pension was revealed 
by the Calgary Herald to be 
$4.75 million.

On one hand, university pres-
idents make considerably less 
than the Chief Executive Offi  -
cers of most large corporations; 
compared to, say, TD Canada 
Trust CEO Ed Clark, Weingar-
ten’s nearly $450,000 per annum 
salary pales in comparison. To 
get Weingarten from McMaster, 
the U of C agreed to pay him for 
his time spent there. So, much 
of the 30 years he spent building 
towards this pension, 22 years in 
fact, weren’t at the U of C. Th is 
is why the pension is so high. 
Further, it’s not like the university 
is paying him the better part of 
$5 million in one lump sum — it’s a 
pension, not a retirement bonus or 
anything of that nature.

All very rational and reasonable, 
administration, except for the fact 
that this fi gure hasn’t been reported 
until now. Why did it take you un-
til 2007 to notice that his pension 
amount was not included in any 
of the university’s fi nancial state-
ments? Don’t you realize, when 
dealing with a fi gure this big — 
and being given to a president who 
has spent only a third of the time 
his pension exemplifi es actually 

on campus — that having a high 
level of transparency is absolutely 
critical when dealing with cash-
strapped students?

Even with all the transparency in 
the world, and even with the ratio-
nal economic reasons listed above 
for the amount, something makes 
me vomit in my mouth just a little 
bit at the idea of paying that much 
to a president whose vision has in 
eff ect resulted in a lot of unfi nished 
buildings around campus during 
the middle of a recession, whose vi-
sion has resulted in a $14.3 million 
shortfall and 200 looming job cuts; 
a president who recklessly expands 

without an iota of foresight with 
regards to planning or implemen-
tation — see: Taylor Family Digital 
Library’s top fl oors and perpetual 
“ground breakings,” the utter lack of 
parking due to these new buildings 
replacing lots, the fact international 
students are paying exponentially 
more than Canadian ones to live in 
an unfi nished residence — or sen-
sitivity to what actually goes on at 
this campus. “Th is is Now,” indeed.

For this we’re all expected to pay 
for 30 years of experience when 
we’ve only actually “experienced” 
eight? For this we’re expected to 
laugh and say, “Oh, what a good 

and distinguished academic 
fellow that Harvey is! Paying 
one fewer instructor per year 
is a small price when it ensures 
such a fi ne president is able to 
sit around the pool, sipping 
mojitos?” Universities must 
pay their workers, clearly, but 
should public institutions really 
be expected to compete with 
private companies when hiring 
staff ? Th is logic is especially fal-
lacious when one realizes Wein-
garten’s background is not busi-
ness, management or marketing 
— it’s psychology. Perhaps this 
is why the U of C Faculty As-
sociation assigned Weingarten 
a GPA of 1.54 — just over a D+ 
— aft er surveying faculty at the 
university in 2005.

Th is all seems a little petty, 
I’m aware, given that Weingarten 
is retiring at the end of Decem-
ber. My intent, however, is not to 
slam Weingarten — who, as far 
as I can tell, did exactly what the 
university hired him to do, albeit 
with varying levels of success — 
but rather to give those hiring the 
next president a bit of a wake-up 
call. Aft er this mess, and given how 
little input we students will actually 
have in the end decision, would it 
be too much to ask you to suck a 
little less this time?

Ændrew Rininsland
Production Editor
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c a m p u s  q u i p sShould public administrators be compensated as well as they are in the private sector?

“Quite a bit of mon-
ey . . . I don’t know 
what to think.”
– Jamie Templeton, 
second-year english

“I’m not okay with 
it, but what can I 
do?”
– Barrett Kennedy, 
second-year sociol-
ogy

“Depends on how 
important they are 
to the U of C.”
– Parichita 
Choudhury, sec-
ond-year masters in 
neuroscience

“Education is about 
the student body 
and he’s just one 
person.”
– Sara Alia, fourth-
year psychology 

Interviews: Alicia Ward, Photographs: Sydney Stokoe

Cailynn Klingbeil 
Gauntlet News

With news of University of 
Calgary president Har-
vey Weingarten’s $4.75 

million pension raising eyebrows 
across campus, the auditor gen-
eral cautions there may be more to 
come when he releases his annual 
provincial audit in October. 

Th e amount of Weingarten’s pen-
sion emerged Monday, along with 
news the numbers were left  off  the 
books for six years.

“I was very disappointed that I 
was not informed of this entitle-
ment,” said Albertan Auditor Gen-
eral Fred Dunn. “I will speak more 
of my disappointment in the release 
in October.” 

Jack Perraton, chairman of the 
U of C’s board of governors, said 
an error was noted in 2007 when 
discussions with Weingarten about 
his contract were underway and the 
problem was made known at the 
time.

Now that the president is retiring 
his pension can be calculated more 

defi nitively, resulting in the current 
$4.75 million fi gure.

“Th e amount was refl ected in fi -
nancial statements of the obligation 
[to the president], just the reality 
was the amount refl ected was not 
suffi  cient,” said Perraton of the situ-
ation.

Dunn said initially the pension 
numbers were not included in the 
books and when they did start to 
appear, they appeared inadequately. 
He pointed to note 16 of the uni-
versity’s Consolidated Financial 

Statements for the year that ended 
March 31, 2009, a document that 
outlines how the numbers were re-
stated.

According to the statement, “the 
actuarial valuations and extrapola-
tions performed in all the preced-

ing fi scal years did not include this 
22 years of past service.” 

Th e statement re-measures the 
president’s pension to include the 
past service, which refers to Wein-
garten’s time as a professor and ad-
ministrator at McMaster University 
prior to coming to the U of C in 2001.

Based on the restated numbers, 
the president’s non-cash benefi ts 
go from $180,000, as previously re-
ported in March 2008, to $347,000.

Perraton said as part of the re-
cruiting strategy at the time of We-

ingarten’s hiring it was agreed he 
would receive a pension based on his 
time at McMaster.  

Perraton described the circum-
stances in 2001 as “fair and reason-
able to attract a very talented indi-
vidual to the university.” 

McMaster will con-
tribute nothing to the 
pension, which We-
ingarten will receive 
as an annual amount 
paid to him over his 
life.

“I understand it’s 
a huge number, but 

stretched out over a long period 
of time it’s not. It’s fair compensa-
tion for someone of the caliber of 
Dr. Weingarten,” said Perraton, 
who also noted a higher salary and 
higher pension would be received 
by someone in the private sector. 

AUPE local 52 chairwoman Shir-
ley Maki is of a diff erent opinion. 

“I was shocked and dismayed at 
the dollar amount in this time of 
economic rough times,” said Maki, 
who’s union represents support staff  
employed at the U of C. “To have 

one person who is able to receive 
that kind of money taken out of a 
budget that is struggling to make 
ends meet feels very wrong.

“Th ere are cuts that are happen-
ing, you know it raises a lot of ques-
tions in our minds as to why the 
cuts are happening.”

In July, Weingarten announced 
200 job cuts to the University of 
Calgary business unit to begin this 
fall, citing a $14-million defi cit at 
the institute. 

“We are required to live within 
our means and that’s what we are 
trying to do,” said Weingarten in a 
summer interview about the cuts.

Students’ Union president Char-
lotte Kingston said $4.75 million 
is a huge number to swallow, es-
pecially when many students are 
struggling to pay their tuition.

Kingston said Weingarten’s pen-
sion is part of a bigger problem. 

“We can make a huge deal just 
around pension money, but really 
the issue is how much we’re paying 
all our executives,” she said.

“Obviously the president is not 
the only one making a huge salary 

and expecting a huge pension. We 
have a whole team of senior admin-
istrators making hundreds of thou-
sands a year and their pensions will 
refl ect that salary.”

Since starting at the institute in 
2002–2003 Weingarten’s salary has 
grown from $269,000 to $441,000 
in 2008–2009.  During that same 
period the U of C paid almost  $2.15 
million in executive pay (includ-
ing the president) in 2008–2009, a 
jump from $859,000 in 2002–2003. 
Th ese numbers don’t factor in ex-
ecutive benefi ts, which totalled 
an additional $2.78 million last 
year.

As for concerns about fi tting the 
large pension into the university’s 
budget, Perraton said the annual 
amount owed would not cause con-
cern in relation to the overall bud-
get of the institution. 

Perraton said the missed num-
bers are an unfortunate error, not-
ing communication of the pension 
obligation was made at the highest 
level, but did not get through in a 
manner that allowed it to be accu-
rately accounted. 

He noted additional safeguards 
and steps have been taken in order 
to see that a similar situation does 
not happen again.

Dunn, however, said he saw the 
situation not as a simple miscom-
munication, but a lack of com-
municating what is important and 
should be known. 

As the university searches for a 
new president, it’s unlikely this is-
sue will die down anytime soon.

Kingston said when a new presi-
dent is chosen, it’s time to consider 
what a responsible compensation 
package consists of. 

Perraton said in the search for a 
new president, the Board of Gover-
nors will make sure the university 
has the right leadership. 

“We’re prepared to do what’s right 
to attract that leadership.”

 With a fi le from Brent Constantin

    Obviously the president is not the only one making a huge 
salary and expecting a huge pension. We have a whole team of 
senior administrators making hundreds of thousands a year and 
their pensions will refl ect that salary.

 – Charlotte Kingston, Students’ Union president

“

Auditor general ‘disappointed,’ will release full details in October report

President’s salary details angers campus

Gauntlet fi le photo

U of C president Harvey Weingarten will receive a $4.75 million pension when he leaves in January. 
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Dalai Lama visit, actNOW reignite local volunteerism

Residence students battle expectations
Brent Constantin
News Assistant

Residents of residence are having some 
reservations about recreation.

Last Wednesday the University of 
Calgary Residence Students’ Association 
was given a probation notice from Residence 
Food and Conference Services, and some 
members aren’t too happy.

RSA president Luke Mason, who represents 
about 1,750 students living on campus, re-
vealed the probation is the result of several 
issues. 

“We basically had really big parties in resi-
dence and, unfortunately, the way they went 
down and the way they were handled by peo-
ple in my camp were not the best.”

Th e result is a probation that dictates RSA 
orientation for residence leaders will be 
pushed forward to general orientation week — 
where it had typically been the week previous 
— all members must now uphold the com-
munity standards (rules in residence) in their 
own lives and all of the apartment student 
representatives will lose access to the Olympus 
building, where their vice-presidents live.

Mason said the probation is unfortunate, 
but not unjustifi ed.

“I think [the probation] is just as much my 
fault as it is [the administration’s]. Th ere was 
a lack of communication of expectations for 
us when we came in,” he said. “I should have 
pursued those expectations.”

But, according to RSA events commissioner 
Kim Richards, the probation is just one sign 
that the relationship between administration 
and the RSA is changing.

“Th e RSA is there to represent students,” said 
Richards. “Th e administration is trying to get 

rid of that representation with these sanctions.”
Students’ Union president Charlotte Kings-

ton said she was unaware there was an issue 
until recently.

“I have taken part in a lot of residence 
events this year and they were going above 

and beyond to keep as dry as possible,” Kings-
ton said. “Th e RSA is an important commu-
nity member, I’m surprised this is how the 
admin reacted.”

RFCS acting director Randy Maus wouldn’t 
comment specifi cally on the probation but 

said that ultimately the RSA is responsible to 
the administration. 

“Just like clubs underneath of the SU, if they 
broke terms and agreements that’s who they 
would be accountable to — that’s similar to 
us,” Maus said. “Th ere are certain expectations 

from residences services of what [the RSA] 
would do.”

While the probation is frustrating, Mason 
remains optimistic that the RSA can use this 
as a learning experience. 

“I think it’s a wake up call, a slap on the 

wrist to let us know that some of the more 
Animal House type of things that can happen 
in residence, especially in regards to alcohol, 
are defi nitely frowned upon.”

Th ese aren’t the fi rst changes to come to 
residence recently. Residence services imple-
mented a controversial policy this summer 
banning all glass beer bottles from student 
living quarters; one that Richards said is un-
fair. 

“It doesn’t make any sense why we can 
bring in other glass bottles but not beer bot-
tles. I suspect that having a dry residence is 
the long-term goal,” she said.

Maus said a dry residence is something that 
hasn’t been discussed and that the reason for 
the beer bottle ban is safety.

“We had a lot of issues with beer bottles 
particularly being thrown out windows, 
broken on walls,” said Maus. “[Th e beer 
bottle ban] limits the types of beers students 
can keep in their rooms, but it does reduce 
the amount of glass, which for us is the big 
issue.

“We’ll hear arguments like ‘we’re not being 
treated like adults,’ ” Maus continued. “We 
have enough people in residence that aren’t 
acting like adults to justify it. Yes it’s inconve-
nient, but, at the end of the day, is it really a 
right to have beer in a bottle?”

Th e RSA continues to work with the ad-
ministration in regards to the probation, but 
Mason hopes that no matter what happens 
the issue doesn’t tarnish the reputation of the 
students’ association.

“Th e RSA is a benefi t to the school,” said 
Mason. “I hope that this probation doesn’t 
make the people that are looking down on 
us forget the positive impact that we have on 
campus.”

Sydney Stokoe/the Gauntlet

A probation notice given to the Residents Students’ Association is a sign the rela-
tionship between administration and RSA is changing, said an RSA commissioner. 

       We basically had really big parties in residence and, unfortu-
nately, the way they went down and the way they were handled 
by people in my camp were not the best

 – Luke Mason, Residence Students’ Association president
“

‘Animal House’ behaviour leads to probation, suspicion in campus housing

Jeremy Zhao
Gauntlet News

With the upcoming visit from 
His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama, 
University of Calgary students will 
be spreading the message of com-
passion and collaboration through-
out Calgary.

On Friday, Oct. 2, over 200 U of C 
students will participate in various 
volunteer activities across the city 
as a continuation of the two day 
NOW conference. 

Students will take the Dalai La-
ma’s message and engage with the 
community to learn more about is-
sues surrounding the city. Th is day 
of action is part of the university’s 
eff orts to encourage students to fur-
ther engage  in the community.

“We’re using this day to launch a 

broader initiative around commu-
nity service,” said U of C vice-pro-
vost (students) Ann Tierney.  

Th e launch has accompanied 
promotions with the Calgary Her-
ald and through Facebook groups, 
which Tierney described as “a 
multi-faceted approach to reach out 
to the community.”

While much of the focus is on the 
Dalai Lama, actNOW is centred on 
the promotion of student involve-
ment outside of the classroom. 

Students who participate will re-
ceive up to 20 hours of volunteer 
experience towards their co-curric-
ular record when they graduate. 

Kristen Elliott, a third-year gen-
eral studies student is one of 18 
facilitators working with student 
volunteers and non-profi t organi-
zations during actNOW. She’ll be 

working with the Calgary Counsel-
ing Centre to raise awareness about 
mental illnesses in an event called 
Walk for Wellness. 

Elliott sees actNOW not as a one-
time event, but rather as an oppor-
tunity for people to become actively 
involved in their community. 

“It’s a good experience to get in-
volved. You want to explore things 
that set you apart from others.”

Volunteering in events like act-
NOW allows students to meet people 
they wouldn’t normally encounter, 
boost their resume and can posi-
tively supplement classroom learn-
ing, said Elliott. 

Fourth-year sociology major 
Kieu-Trinh Phan is another fa-
cilitator who is teaming up with 
United Way to conduct a poverty 
simulation. She has been actively 

involved in the community before 
participating in actNOW, with proj-
ects like GlobalFest and the Alberta 
government’s Inspiring Education 
forums. Phan feels that volunteer-
ing for community initiatives such 
as actNOW allows students to gain 
valuable knowledge and create so-
cial networks. 

“One of my biggest regrets is that 
I didn’t get involved earlier,” said 
Phan, noting that a student’s under-
graduate years are some of the most 
important for learning and devel-
opment in terms of volunteering. 

While many groups will be reach-
ing out to the wider community, 
some will be learning about certain 
issues aff ecting Calgary.  

Fift h-year sociology major Alycia 
Lauzon and her group will go to 
Fort Calgary to learn about food se-

curity and sustainability. Th ey will 
be helping out at the community 
garden for the fall harvest, where 
some of the food will be donated to 
social organizations like the Salva-
tion Army.

Lauzon said a high turnout at 
Fort Calgary will have a signifi cant 
impact on the community. 

“It’s not just our group of six, but 
a whole bunch of people going out 
to make a diff erence,” she said.

Th e Students’ Union will be send-
ing about 10 representatives to par-
ticipate in actNOW’s events. 

“[It’s an] exceptional opportunity 
to bring students together,” said SU 
president Charlotte Kingston.

 “It’s important for the U of C to 
give back to the community,” she 
said, noting that it is a very positive 
commitment for the university.
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Brent Constantin
News Assistant

The East Village, an area 
mostly associated with 
homelessness and prostitu-

tion, may soon be getting a long-
awaited urban face lift .

Th e city outlined its East Village 
master plan, a bold new direction 
for the derelict Calgary neighbour-
hood Sept. 16. Th e plan includes 
higher-end, commercial and resi-
dential growth and improved in-
frastructure which the city hopes 
will create a new hub in the spirit 
of Stephen Avenue, Kensington and 
17th Avenue within the next 10 to 
15 years.

“Much of the area is character-
ized by urban blight, with crime 
and social concerns and inadequate 
infrastructure. Many attempts have 
been made over the past 30 years to 
revitalize this area, all without suc-
cess,” wrote Mayor Dave Broncon-
nier. “With the support of all three 
orders of government, the [East 
Village] can once again be a thriv-
ing, safe and sustainable inner-city 
community.”

Th e East Village, a 120-acre area 
east of downtown, has been ignored 
by developers for decades and is 
known for homelessness, prosti-
tution and drug abuse, despite its 
pristine location on the Bow River. 
Although the city has been attempt-

ing to revitalize the area for the bet-
ter part of the last decade, the new 
project fi nally pulls together all of the 
concepts to create one specifi c vision. 

“Th e completion of the master 

plan is a huge milestone in the East 
Village rejuvenation project and is 
a result of two-and-a-half years of 
hard work,” said Chris Ollenberger, 
president and CEO of the Calgary 

Municipal Land Corporation — an 
organization specifi cally formed by 
city council in 2007 to revitalize 
and redevelop the Rivers District. 

“We have completed much of 
the infrastructure work necessary 
to prepare the East Village for de-
velopment and with the visionary 
master plan in hand, we will be pre-
paring for land sales and to partner 
with developers by January 2010.”

Although the plan was just re-
leased last week the area has already 
been the subject of major construc-
tion over the last few years. 

Twelve blocks of the district are 
currently benefi ting from ongoing 
improvement, with streets, side-
walks and lighting all receiving 
upgrades. Construction has also 
begun on a new underpass under 
4th Street, providing a route con-
necting the Stampede grounds and 
the Saddledome to the bridge over 
the Bow River. 

Th e current construction has up-
set some East Village residents, in-
cluding the Calgary Drop-In Cen-
tre. 

Earlier this month, Calgary’s 
largest homeless shelter put for-
ward an injunction against the city 
over concerns construction barriers 
erected for East Village roadwork 
have had a serious eff ect on day-to-
day operations. Transport has been 
a major concern, with volunteers 
unable to fi nd access to the shelter, 
donations suff ering and food trans-
port vehicles having a diffi  cult time 
delivering supplies for the approxi-
mately 3,500 meals served daily.

In 2006 the East Village had an 
estimated population of around 
2,200, with more than 60 per cent 
of residents classifi ed as low-in-
come. 

Almost 97 per cent of the hous-
ing in the area is used for renting, 
the highest percentage in the city.

CMLC and the city hope that by 
encouraging developers to invest 
in the area and reducing secluded 
areas — increasing the sense of se-
curity — the population will grow 
to 10,000 by 2020.

“Today, [the] East Village is home 
to very few buildings, but lots of 
very big ideas about how it can be 
a key part of downtown once more,” 
said Ollenberger. “It will have a 
‘mixed use’ character, meaning that 
a single building can house both 
residences and businesses, which is 
key to creating life on the street day 
and night.”

Th e fi nal plan features a pedes-
trian street cutting through the 
heart of the East Village to the Bow 
River, one of several ways in which 
the area’s waterfront will be fea-
tured along with a promenade with 
shops, boutique hotels and multi-
family residences.

Th e entire project is estimated to 
initially cost taxpayers $200 mil-
lion. Th e city is funding the work 
through a program called tax-in-
crement fi nancing, where the city 
will pay for the initial upgrades in 
the hope that they will entice devel-
opers, which will increase property 
values and enable the city to recoup 
costs without raising taxes.

If your favourite cup of tea is green, there’s 
a chance to get involved with ecoinitiatives 
on campus with the Students’ Union Sustain-
ability Board.

Schools, including the University of Cal-
gary, are joining the eff ort to protect the 
environment. Th ere are several groups on 
campus off ering students the opportunity to 
get involved in environmental eff orts. Some 
examples are the SUSB, the eco club and eco 
geeks.

Th e SUSB has been present on our campus 
in past years, providing grants for student 
sustainability initiatives funded by on-cam-
pus recycling, as well as last year’s Eat Dirt 
initiative, which was unfortunately foiled by 
a fruit fl y problem. 

Th is year, the board will focus on vamping 
up communication between its various fac-
tions and working with other environmental 
groups on campus. Th e rationale being that 
co-ordination will increase the eff ectiveness 
of each group’s projects.

“It’s great to have people who are already 

interested in [sustainability] and be able to 
connect them with the resources to get proj-
ects going,” said SU and SUSB president Char-
lotte Kingston.

 Th e board, with both familiar faces and 
new recruits, will focus on developing a three 
year sustainability action plan. Th ere are also 
a variety of other projects being planned for 
the year. Th e board is developing guidelines 
for the extensive renovations which are cur-
rently underway on campus. 

Another SUSB side project is the 
Green Café, which will be held Oct. 13. 
 Students will be able to meet the board and 
discuss the action plan, while giving voice to 
their own opinions and off ering their ideas. 

“If anyone is interested in coming they are 
more than welcome to sit on our board,” said 
Kingston. “We’re always looking for more 
people.”

A full list of all clubs on campus is avail-
able at www.su.ucalgary.ca/services/student-
services/student-clubs/clubs-list.html.

..Rachelle Meeres

Effectively greening the U of C 

City ramps up East Village game plan

Angela Larsen/the Gauntlet

The city is revitalizing the East Village with mixed use development.
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Eric Mathison
Gauntlet News

Amidst the heavy foot traffi  c of the uni-
versity’s busiest walkway, a public re-
lations battle is being fought between 

volunteers promoting a pro-life agenda, and 
pretty much everyone else. Th e Genocide 
Awareness Project, or GAP, has become a reg-
ular fi xture for a couple of days each semester 
— and is still a heated issue for both students 
and members of the community.

Th e graphic images are well-known to stu-
dents, who aren’t shy about discussing their 
opinions towards GAP. 

“It’s pretty extreme,” said one passerby. “I 
think it’s wrong to compare abortion to geno-
cide because it won’t be eff ective and will just 
off end people.”

Alanna Campbell, treasurer for Campus 
Pro-Life, the group that organizes the display, 
said the point of GAP is to elicit an emotional 
response in order to make their point stronger. 

“Th e images make it more real and give it 

a sense of urgency. For sure it’s a worthwhile 
endeavor. GAP got me involved in the pro-life 
movement,” she said.

Although the Students’ Union revoked 
CPL’s club status last winter, the case is be-
fore the review board, which is awaiting the 
outcome of the court case with the Univer-
sity of Calgary. Until then they retain offi-
cial club status and all its privileges.

Campbell noted the response has been 
similar to past semesters, with a mix of good 
conversations as well as people taking issue 
with the display. She suggested that there are 
less people confronting the demonstration 
outright — more are choosing to ignore the 
group if they disagree, she said.

University administration has not stayed 
silent on the issue, however. Students from 
last November’s protest, including Campbell, 
are set to go to trial on Nov. 4 for trespassing 
charges. Th e fi nes are heft y, said Campbell, 
with each student being penalized $2,000 if 
the maximum penalty is handed out. “Ideally 
the trial will be thrown out,” said Campbell. 
“We don’t think it’s fair to charge students for 
trespassing on their own campus.”

So far university administration hasn’t told 
the group whether or not charges will be sought 
for the two protests that have occurred since 
the original case last November. Although, the 
university has signs leading up to the protest 
saying the University of Calgary does not en-
dorse GAP, some students feel that this is a risky 

move. A drama student who asked not to be 
named suggested that “the university is just 
giving encouragement to the group.” 

“Th ey’ll get more attention because of it. 
When I fi rst saw the signs [from the universi-
ty] it made me curious about what was going 
on, so I came over and had a look.”

It may not be the end of the debate for this 
semester. Besides GAP, Campus Pro-Life is 
planning a “Life Fair” on campus later this 
fall, which will provide resources to the com-
munity, including crisis pregnancy counsel-
ing, said Campbell. 

“Th e goal is to encourage people to make 
a pro-life decision if they have an unwanted 
pregnancy,” she said. Th e group plans to set 
up their signs again next semester.

Th e feeling around the display was uncon-
frontational, with many students sitting on 
the hill by the display observing the event 
unfolding. 

“Th ey have a right to say what they want; I 
don’t really care what they do,” said one stu-
dent.

Karl Justus 
Gauntlet News

A proposal that would prohibit 
the use of laptops in classrooms for 
anything other than school-related 
activities is being reviewed.

Laptops and cell phones perme-
ate every aspect of campus life, and 
the implications of these technolo-
gies are becoming more prominent 
than ever before. Many students 
use technology for academic pur-
poses, but just as many use it to 
keep themselves entertained during 
boring lectures by surfi ng the web, 
playing games or Facebooking. 

Th e question of how this aff ects 
students’ performance in the class-
room has long been discussed, and 
with the rampant growth of tech-
nology use, the issue has come to a 
head.

Th e Programs Coordinate Com-
mittee is reviewing a new proposal, 
put forward by University of Cal-
gary professor Ryan Lee, which 
looks at limiting the use of technol-
ogy in the classroom. As it stands, 
the proposal would prohibit the 
use of laptops in classrooms for 
anything other than school-related 
activities, banning activities such as 
checking Facebook, watching mov-
ies or chatting with friends. Th e use 
of cell phones in class would also be 
regulated, with students having to 
either turn off  their phones or put 
them on silent/vibrate and refrain 

from using phones during class. It 
would be at the professor’s discre-
tion as to whether or not a certain 
activity is considered disruptive, 
and therefore subject to the policy.

Th e policy aims to strike a bal-
ance between allowing students a 
measure of freedom and keeping 
the classroom as distraction-free as 
possible. 

Students’ Union vice-president 
academic Meg Martin said she sup-
ports the policy as it stands. 

“Not only does it provide a sup-
port for  professors and instructors 
in maintaining an environment 
[that] is conducive  to learning, it 
makes the standard that is expected 
clear and transparent,” said Martin.

However, the potential for such 
a policy becoming restrictive is an 
ever-present concern. 

Both Harvard University and 
the University of Chicago’s Law 
School have restrictive policies that 
empower professors to completely 
shut off  internet access in the class-
room, with some professors even 
banning laptops and cell phones 
completely. 

While she supports the current 
policy, Martin noted a more restric-
tive policy would be a diff erent is-
sue altogether, and that the policy 
must be kept reasonable to protect 
students. 

“Students are adults, just as pro-
fessors and instructors are, and they 
need to be treated as such,” she said.

The freedom to Facebook 
in the classroom

Chirs Pedersen/the Gauntlet

Alanna Campbell said the GAP display is 
meant to elicit an emotional response. 

Campus group clings to right to life
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Rhiannon Kirkland
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Over the past few years, 
more and more immi-
grants from countries 

with high incidence of HIV/Aids 
have been settling in rural Alberta. 
Dr. Tam Donnelly, with the Univer-
sity of Calgary’s Faculty of Nurs-
ing, set out to learn more about 
the health-care experience of these 
newcomers. 

Th e study focused on issues such 
as access to care, the eff ect of early 
detection, use of HIV protection ac-
tivities and the role that language 
barriers, cultural diff erences, so-
cial stigma and discrimination can 
play. Th e study will help to design 
a new health intervention program 
that will detect, treat and prevent 
future transmission of HIV in rural 
Alberta. 

According to AIDS Calgary, there 
are approximately 1,400 people liv-
ing with HIV/AIDS in the city. Of 234 
new HIV cases reported provincially 
in 2008, almost half were in Calgary.

Some newcomers arriving from 

countries where HIV medications 
are not available and the disease 
is a death sentence are unaware 
that treatments exist. According to 
Donnelly, this can be a major chal-
lenge to early detection and treat-
ment. 

“Th ey are not familiar with our 
health-care system and the cul-
tural practices or how to access the 

health-care system,” said Donnelly. 
“With immigrants specifi cally, 

what adds to this problem is not 
knowing the system, not having a 
support system and lack of language 
profi ciency,” said Shokoofeh Mous-
savi, Settlement and Integration de-
partment manager with the Calgary 
Immigrant Women’s Association. 

Th e study suggests educational 

campaigns should be an important 
tool for increasing immigrants’ 
knowledge of HIV and the health-
care system. It also suggests that 
working with community leaders 
and members can empower new-
comers to address the problem, said 
Donnelly.

“We do not have an HIV clinic in 
our area so we have to get to Cal-
gary, so it’s the transportation and 
the time out of work or whatever it 
is that needs to happen in order to 
get to those appointments, so that’s 
the disadvantage is it’s quite a ways 
away for us,” said executive director 
of the Aids Society of southeastern 
Alberta Anita Lees. 

Health-care providers should be 
educated about diff erent cultures 
and the best ways to work with im-
migrants, said Bukurie Mino, settle-
ment program team leader at the 
Center for Newcomers.

“Ideally, we should have infor-
mation translated into diff erent 
languages so that it is accessible to 
these people,” said Donnelly. 

“When the client has very lim-
ited language skills, it’s diffi  cult for 
[health care providers] to get the 
information across and try to ex-
plain about the problem, try to ex-
plain the treatment, try to explain 
to [immigrants] who to seek help 
from and how to seek help.”

 Mino related that although there 
are interpreting services for some 
larger ethnic groups, many groups 
still go without.

Moussavi agreed that language 
barriers make communication 
much more diffi  cult.

HIV protection activities like 
condom use can be unpopular and 
misunderstood among newcom-
ers, explained Donnelly. She added 
that it is important to increase HIV 
protection activities to help prevent 
transmission. 

Th e study hopes to promote early 
detection by establishing a more 
supportive and safe health-care en-
vironment for immigrants. 

Th e social stigma and discrimi-
nation associated with HIV/AIDS 
and inadequate knowledge of treat-
ment options are the main reasons 
for a lack of early detection identi-
fi ed by the study. 

“Within our communities here, 
our rural communities here, there 
hasn’t been a lot [of educational 
campaigns],” said Lees.  “To this 
point it’s been very minimal.”

Moussavi said that she believes 
more can be done to remove the 
stigma associated with the disease, 
adding that there are very few edu-
cational advertisements and pro-
grams in Calgary. 

“Th e more education is given the 
more people talk openly about it,” 
said Moussavi. 

Moussavi said that many HIV-
positive immigrants are afraid to 
come forward, even to tell their 
friends and family. 

With the release of the study’s 
technical report in June 2009, the 
fi rst of three phases of Donnelly’s 
study were completed. Th e next two 
phases will focus on implementing 
the suggestions. 

“I think the message that we need 
to ensure to [immigrants] is that if 
you get diagnosed early, you can ac-
cess medication so that you can still 
live a long, productive, quality life,” 
said Donnelly. 

“It’s not necessarily a death sen-
tence anymore.”

Angela Larsen/the Gauntlet

Language barriers can be a major hurdle to health care for newcomers, especially in a rural setting.

Addressing immigrants, HIV in rural Alberta
Study aims to detect, treat and prevent transmission, from Olds to Okotoks
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Canada’s economic freedom 
has decreased in the last 
year, according to a study 

published last week by the Fraser 
Institute, a Vancouver-based think-
tank. Further, many countries 
around the world will see a drop in 
economic freedom because of mea-
sures enacted to minimize ill eff ects 
from the recession, the study found.

“Economic freedom is marked by 
an individual’s ability to make choic-
es on one’s own,” said Fred McMa-
hon, Centre for Trade and Globaliza-
tion Studies director, who managed 
the report. “Th e freedom to work for 
whom you want, buy what you want 
and employ whom you want are all 
traits of economic freedom.”

By recognizing the leading coun-
tries in economic freedom, the re-
port seeks to show trends in which 
countries are successful in other ar-
eas, and why. 

According to McMahon, the 
study of economic freedom is im-
portant because it’s an indicator of 
other freedoms. McMahon argued 
the most freedom comes when gov-
ernment takes a hands-off  approach 
to controlling the economy. 

“Historically nations that develop 
a market economy provide the best 
result for citizens living there,” said 
McMahon.

Frank Atkins, an associate pro-
fessor in the University of Calgary 
economics department, agrees. 

“Th e more freedom you give in-
dividuals and the less regulation 
you put in, the better off  you will 
be,” Atkins said, adding that if free-
dom is maintained, resources will 
be allocated more effi  ciently then in 

a top-down system.
Th e concern for both McMahon 

and Atkins centres on government 
involvement to help relieve the re-
cession. Th e data for the Fraser 
Institute study were all taken from 
third-party sources to decrease po-
tential bias, but 2007 was the most 
recent year for which complete sta-
tistics were available. 

“We won’t know the eff ects of 
stimulus packages or bank bailouts 
for quite some time, and the results 
of these eff orts, and how they aff ect 
economic freedom, can’t be known 
until the numbers come out,” said 
McMahon.

Atkins, however, is confi dent of 
the impact government eff orts will 
have. 

“What’s going to happen is it’s go-
ing to make a lot of countries look 
like they have a lot less economic 
freedom when the numbers come 
out for 2008 and 2009.” 

Atkins worries that the U.S. gov-
ernment’s involvement in rescuing 
failing companies — in particu-
lar General Motors — is crossing 
the line of what government’s role 
should be.

Th e meeting last week between 

Harper and Obama was a chance for 
analysts to gain perspective about 
Canada-U.S. relations, particularly 
regarding policies such as “Buy 
American,” which guarantees money 

from the U.S. stimulus package will 
go to American companies, thereby 
hoping to promote U.S. employment. 

Donald Barry of the U of C’s po-
litical science department thinks 

Canada has had a role to play in the 
isolationism practiced by the U.S. 

“Th e problem is that Canada has 
its own restrictions, and our bar-
gaining power would be far stronger 
if we eliminated our own restrictions 
on the ability of U.S. fi rms to bid on 
Canadian . . . contracts,” he said.

Barry isn’t alone in this view. Th e 
Fraser Institute’s McMahon said he 
feels that any ill eff ects for Canada 
because of the Buy American policy 
were brought on by a failure to re-
spond to U.S. procurement policies 
off ered to Canada over the last de-
cade. Similarly, he noted that inter-
provincial policies, if not set up to 
foster trade, will always have nega-
tive consequences for businesses 
and individuals.

Traffi c circle fi rst step to interchange
Trevor Bacque
Gauntlet News

Aft er a summer veto by the Tsuu 
T’ina community of the long-await-
ed S.W. leg of the ring road, the city 
has moved to ease traffi  c woes.

Construction began this week on 
a $250,000 temporary traffi  c circle 
just south of Glenmore Trail and 
37th Street S.W. 

Th e traffi  c circle is a short-term 
solution for the larger interchange 
proposed for the busy junction 
that carries a $40-million price tag 
that could begin construction next 
year.

Ward 11 Alderman Brian Pincott 
called the interchange construction 
plans “long overdue.”

“We have a decision, we’re doing 
it, we’re moving forward,” he said.

Mayor Dave Bronconnier said 

last week the interchange has been 
“at failure for years,” saying it is time 
to fi x the issue. 

Th e interim plan sees eastbound 
Glenmore Trail traffi  c turning 
north onto 37th Street, then head-
ing south and entering a traffi  c cir-
cle which loops back to the north-
bound route. 

Construction on the interchange 
may start as early as next year and 
will feature free fl owing traffi  c from 
Deerfoot Trail to the Highway 8-Sar-
cee-Glenmore intersection S.W.

On the heels of this interchange 
idea come other ideas for the city’s 
southwest, including widening 
Glenmore Trail between Crowchild 
and 37th Street to three lanes.

“It makes sense to increase the 
lanes on Glenmore so that it’s six 
lanes all the way through,” said Pin-
cott, who also advocates for a prop-

er interchange at Sarcee-Glenmore 
along with Highway 8 and 69th 
Street S.W.

However, not everyone is as opti-
mistic and excited about the loom-
ing construction.

“It’s already congested enough,” 
said University of Calgary student 
Adam MacPherson.

Th e 25-year-old Communica-
tion and Culture student added he 
isn’t sure how well the interim traf-
fi c circle will be received consider-
ing Calgary drivers are not familiar 
with the devices in busy areas.

Calgary realtor Jim Sparrow, who 
frequently works around the area, 
said the proposed interchange won’t 
make one ounce of diff erence.

“You’re simply moving the bottle-
neck half a block, that’s all you’re 
doing.”

Recession reforms limit economic freedom: study

Chris Pedersen/the Gauntlet

According to a Fraser Institute  report author, not pictured above, economic freedom is a good mea-
sure of other freedoms. The FI is a Vancouver-based think-tank that promotes market solutions.

see Traffic, page 10
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Allison Drinnan
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Calgary West MP Rob An-
ders, paired with an MP he 
described as a “tough cop 

in heels,” held a town hall meeting 
Monday to discuss the Tackling 
Violent Crime Act.

Anders, the federal representative 
for the University of Calgary area, 
brought in MP Shelly Glover, a re-
tired police offi  cer, to help him ad-
dress the Conservative’s crime bill.

Glover addressed the main re-
forms the Stephen Harper-led 
government is attempting to bring 
forth to alter Canada’s criminal jus-
tice system.

Glover has a long history with 
criminal justice issues. She served 
on the Winnipeg police force for 
19 years before being elected. Her 
experience with the law landed her 

the job as chair of the Conservative 
law enforcement caucus. In that 
role she has pushed for the passing 
of many bills urging for a tough-on-
crime mentality.

“Police offi  cers consider them-
selves part of a special family,” said 

Glover. “It’s because we [see] so 
many tragic things that other peo-
ple just don’t understand.” 

“I literally went from kicking in 
crack house doors to the House of 
Commons.” 

Glover went over several bills 
included in the Tackling Violent 
Crime Act that the Conservative 
government is attempting to pass 
into law. Of the 15 bills described 
by Glover, only Bill C-14, regard-
ing tougher sentences for organized 
crime, has received royal assent.

Key points raised were manda-
tory minimum sentences, credit for 

time served and repealing the faint-
hope clause. All dealt with harsher 
punishment for the off enders and 
improved rights for the victims.

“Th e Conservatives have had a 
tough-on-crime agenda for a long 
time,” said Glover. “Th is tackling 
crime agenda has been in place since 
we fi rst came to power. Unfortu-
nately we have had a heck of a time 
getting other parties onside with our 
desires to reform our criminal jus-
tice system. We fortunately have a 
prime minister who is committed to 
insuring that we are tough on crime 
and that we protect victims’ rights 
over the rights of the accused.”

Anders in particular focused on 
tougher penalties for sexual of-
fenders, pointing to a petition on 
his website. Th e petition states that 
“current penalties do not refl ect the 
severity of the crime and the subse-
quent life altering consequences for 
the victims.”

“Th ere are so many things we 
want to do, we can’t get them all 
done because of course there is a 
process,” said Glover, discussing the 
diffi  culty of getting the bills to pass 
in a minority government system. 
“Th at is the way our system works 
and we have to respect that.”

Conservatives talk tough on crime

Gauntlet fi le photo

The federal Conservatives are aiming to strengthen criminal laws.

With the Tsuu T’ina’s June rejec-
tion of the ring road to fl ow through 
their land, the province has stated 
they will move ahead with alternate 
plans, ditching further negotiations 
with the reserve. 

However, those plans  — as to the 
location, number of lanes and speed 
of the southwest portion of the ring 
road — are up in the air with no 
clear answer on the horizon.

“Th e province has the desire to 
build a provincial road and that is 
great, and they need to look at that 
and they need to do that,” said Pin-
cott.

Th e alderman admits the south-
west portion is unique, but for rea-
sons that are upsetting to some. Ac-
cording to Pincott, speeds may be 
reduced to 80 kilometres per hour, a 
lane reduction and multiple jogs in 
the road may be needed to accom-
modate the reality that Tsuu T’ina 
land is currently not an option.

“How can you have a ring road 
unless you build it through the Tsuu 
T’ina nation?” said Sparrow.  “I hon-
estly can’t see how it would work.”

Th e ring road is set to be open by 
2014. Th e $250,000 traffi  c round-
about is expected to take three to 
four weeks to complete.

Traffi c, cont’d 
from page 10
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Research In Motion, the wireless com-
munication device expert behind the 
BlackBerry, is helping to fund the 

University of Calgary’s $1.3 million global 
positioning system project. Th e project will 
study ways to improve GPS capabilities in en-
vironments where satellite signals are not as 
strong, including inside buildings.

GPS allows electronic receivers to identify 
their current location. Th ese devices receive 
signals from GPS satellites to determine dis-
tance from each satellite in a process known 
as triangulation.

In an ideal environment, GPS may be accu-
rate from three to fi ve meters. However, once 
the GPS receiver leaves an ideal location, the 
signal becomes a lot weaker. Th e university 
project will analyze what the signal looks like 
in non-ideal locations.

RIM, the Waterloo, Ontario-based com-
pany, has invested in the university in hopes 
that the research will enable them to expand 
into the multimillion dollar location-based 
services market.

“LBS are an emerging market that is ready 
to explode,” said U of C geomatics professor 
Mark Petovello. “Basically, it’s any type of ser-
vice or application that relies on position.”

Th ese services can identify the person or 
object the user is interested in fi nding. For ex-
ample, a traveller unfamiliar with a city would 
be able to fi nd the nearest bank, restaurant, 
hotel or even the location of an old friend 
they were meeting, explained Petovello.

Robert Crow, RIM’s vice-president of in-
dustry and university relations, seconded that 

LBS will play a signifi cant role in the future 
development of smartphones globally.

Listed as the fastest growing company by 
Fortune, RIM is optimistic about their Black-
Berry gaining a competitive advantage over 
its major opponent, Apple’s iPhone. In the 
face of the recession, smartphones have seen 
double-digit growth this year. New applica-

tions, such as LBS, aim to appeal to a broader 
consumer base, rather than just the BlackBer-
ry’s business-related users.

RIM is contributing $337,500 to support the 
U of C project. Th e remaining funding for the 
three-year initiative will come from the fed-
eral and provincial governments.

Th ere were a number of reasons RIM de-
cided to help fund the U of C’s GPS project, 
explained Petovello. Th e university hosts one 
of the world’s top centers for research in geo-
matics engineering, the highly specialized 
fi eld that collects, analyzes and manages data 
based on its location. 

Alberta also happens to be the nation’s 
second-largest exporter of navigation satellite 
systems. Additionally, in July the U of C, the 
University of Lethbridge and the University 
of Alberta jointly created Tecterra, a $50-mil-
lion research centre with a geomatics depart-
ment addressing land and water issues in Al-
berta.

“It is really exciting, RIM is a wonderful 
company to be working with,” said Petovel-
lo. “Alberta, and Calgary in particular, has 
become a hub in Canada for these types of 
technologies. From a provincial standpoint, 
this is one of [RIM’s] fi rst forays into western 
Canada. We are honoured and hope to forge 
a relationship that goes on aft er our current 
project.”

RIM, GPS and the U of C

Daniel Pagan/the Gauntlet

Research in Motion gave the U of C $337,500 to study GPS capabilities. 

Canadian BlackBerry maker funds campus research into location-based services
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Whoa, Dalai! Problems with the Lama

There are certain things that, 
regardless of their results 
in practice, should be con-

demned in theory. A discussion 
of the Dalai Lama should treat 
both the theory and the practice, 
as it is a combination of what he 
stands for in principle, as well 
as the specifi cs of his leadership 
that together deserve criticism. 
Th at criticism should be suffi  -
cient to give pause to the West’s 
veneration of the Dalai Lama. 

Any good PR team knows that 
their ultimate goal is to get good 
publicity for the sake of getting good 
publicity. Long before the fame for 
fame’s sake that made the likes 
of Mother Th eresa famous and 
launched Barack Obama to star-
dom before he had done anything, 
the West’s treatment of all things 
East made the achievement of ce-
lebrity status guaranteed for Ten-
zin Gyatso, the 14th Dalai Lama.

From the outset, monarchi-
cal rule is always wrong. It is an 
evil that robs people of govern-
ing themselves while providing 
the double insult of insinuating 
they couldn’t handle it in the fi rst 
place. To claim, as the Dalai Lama 
does, that he keeps inheriting the 
position of spiritual leader follow-
ing every reincarnation, is worse 

than a monarchy — it adds the 
untestable to convince followers 
of his right to rule. To see the ills 
of any monarchy one need not 
look outside of Tibet itself — the 
recorded evils that took place in 
Tibet before China’s occupation 
were egregious. If we are to take 
him at his word, the Dalai Lama’s 
failure in past lives to recog-
nize such harm is more evidence 
that his theology is false.

No one should fi nd it suffi  cient 
that the Dalai Lama seeks reform 
by amending the Tibetan con-
stitution, which will dissolve his 
position should two-thirds of the 
population vote for it. Indoctrinat-
ing people to believe you are their 
spiritual leader makes it as prob-
able that the clergy of Vatican City 
will seek to get rid of the Pope. 

Th e tenant of karma, where-
by all actions in past lives are 
punished in the present, is as 
wicked as the reincarnation 
myth necessary to substantiate it. 
His Holiness himself has stated 
that children born with disabili-
ties are being punished for past 
immoral behaviour. Less dramatic 
outcomes are still wrong for the 
same reason, though, and to prop-
agate such a vile belief on faith — 
especially to children — takes a 
special kind of blindness.

What other obvious violations 
of reason exist in the Dalai Lama’s 
teachings? Th ere is no hypocrisy 
like the hypocrisy of the faith-
based, and the persecution of Dor-
je Shugden followers at the behest 

of a man who preaches religious 
acceptance is as bad as it gets. Th e 
very need to ask why His Holiness 
would publicly call for the banish-
ment of a minority sect of Bud-
dhism from the temples of Tibet 
amounts to a conviction. Aft er all, 
what he claims for everyone else 
should apply to him also. Th e re-
sult was threats, public humiliation 
and pariah-status for a peaceful 
group of people. Other Lamas have 

suggested this persecution violates 
the U.N. Charter of Human Rights.

Th e advocacy of non-resistance 
promoted by the Dalai Lama is 
wrong in theory, and made worse 
by the specifi c case of Tibet. Th e 
utility of letting an aggressor take 
over a small country without strug-
gle seems only justifi able if one be-
lieves in the faith claim of reincar-
nation or a reward in heaven. If the 
goal is defense I wouldn’t normally 

have cause to object to the CIA pay-
ing $1.7 million a year in the 1960s 
to support a resistance movement 
in Tibet. Th e further discovery that  
there were training camps in Colo-
rado preparing fi ghters to quell 
the Chinese occupation seems 
justifi able, if not something to be 
encouraged. But it is strange that 
it didn’t bother the Dalai Lama, 
who otherwise suggested Tibetans 
would come out the better for not 
putting up a fi ght. Hypocrisy, alas, 
seems not enough to negate a No-
bel Peace Prize.

No religion — which despite the 
“way of life” arguments by some, 
Buddhism remains — would be 
complete without strict teachings 
on sexuality forming a central 
pillar. In the case of Buddhism, 
the Dalai Lama teaches the pre-
dictable bans against masturba-
tion, anal sex and oral sex. In 
fact, he goes so far as to suggest 
conjugal relationships always lead 
to trouble. Nothing about this is 
original, of course: it’s the same 
old bigotry for the same rea-
sons. Sure, he says homosexual-
ity is only wrong for Buddhists, 
and not other people, but with 
no reason for why this is so, his 
case is over before it starts.

Every person has the respon-
sibility to assess people based on 
their actions, not their position of 
authority. Th e Dalai Lama’s saint-
status is unfounded, and it’s made 
all the worse by people failing to 
know the wrongs he has done, and 
continues to stand for.

Eric Mathison
Fighting Words

October is SU Wellness Month

www.su.ucalgary.ca

Kat Lord
VP Events

so     me!

Dear Student Body,
By which I mean you to read, 

“Dear Student and his/her body” 
did you know that the SU thinks about the 
bodies and minds of  students on campus? 
We do. In a completely platonic and clinical 
way, the SU is thinking about your body and 
how to keep it in shape. Now, I don’t want 
you hoping we’ll bring back Participaction, but 

little ‘wellness’ during the month of  October. 
October is Wellness Month here at the SU! 

If  you want to get healthy there’s a variety of  

that interests you. There’s something for 
everyone. Here’s a couple of  highlights:
- Wellness Month Launch Party, Thursday 
October 1st, 11am-1pm, on the MSC South 
Lawn. Ride the 30 person ‘Big Bike’ and 
load up on information about wellness on 
campus. 

- Beer and Wine Tasting, Wednesday October 
7th, 5-7pm, The Den. Make sure to RSVP 
to me, Kat Lord, at suvpeve@ucalgary.ca to 
learn about what to drink and how to drink 
it, classy style.

- Alcohol Awareness Day, Thursday October 
8th, 11am-1pm, MSC North Courtyard. 
Following the Beer and Wine Tasting, come 
get educated about responsible drinking. It’s 
important stuff. 

- UofC Health Fair, Wednesday October 14th, 

11am-3pm, MSC North Courtyard. Check 
out a variety of  SU and UofC Health Services 

and free 5 minute massages.
- Sexual Awareness Day, Thursday October 
22nd, 11am-1pm, MSC. Win a prize at Sex 
Toy Bingo, check out Perogies and Porn or 
visit the Sexual Health Fair.

- Sustainability and You, Thursday October 
29th, 11am-1pm, MSC North Courtyard. 
Learn how to reduce your environmental 
footprint and post your own eco-friendly tips 
on the Public Forum Boards.

Learns offered every Monday in October from 
12-1pm in That Empty Space. Topics include: 
Mental Health, Nutrition, and Sexuality. 
There’s a lot going on. Come out and do your 
body good during the SU Wellness Month! 

Also, don’t forget the deadline for new 
students to add family members or opt-out 
of  the SU Health and Dental plan is Friday, 
September 25th at 4pm. This year we are 
proud to add optical coverage to the plan, and 
are preparing to open the on-campus dental 

Centre. For more information on your 
coverage visit www.gallivan.ca. To opt-out or 
add family coverage please visit the Health and 

the MacEwan Student Centre.

So SU Me is provided by the Students’ Union and published without Gauntlet editorial revision.
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Rejecting dialogue

The long-standing feud be-
tween Greenpeace and 
various governing bod-

ies can be traced through a 
considerable history of fi nger 
pointing and nose thumbing. 
Greenpeace has been challenging 
government environmental poli-
cies for decades. Alberta — with it’s 
less-than-environmentally-friendly 
oil industry — has been a popular 
focus for the organization.

Th e most recent example of 
Greenpeace’s displeasure with the 
province occurred this past week. 
In a 31-hour standoff , Greenpeace 
members from Canada, France and 
the United States snuck into a mine 
site owned by Shell Oil. Th e site, 
Muskeg River mine, located north 
of Fort McMurray, is part of the 

controversial oilsands project. Once 
inside, members chained them-
selves to three pieces of machin-
ery and unfurled a banner reading 
“Tarsands: Climate Crime.” Work 
on the site stopped for a few hours, 
but resumed before the protes-
tors left . While a safe working dis-
tance was maintained, mine work-
ers largely ignored the members 
chained to the earthmovers.

Wonderful though it may be to 
see an organization so commit-
ted to the planet we live on, their 
tactics can be downright frustrat-
ing. In this particular incident, 
representatives from Shell off ered 
to discuss their environmen-
tal policies with the Greenpeace 
members, who instead decided 
to stay chained to the machinery. 
One would think that when some-
one gives you a chance to prove 
your argument in a civil manner, it 
would be a good thing to jump on. 
Th is refusal only proves exactly how 
stubborn Greenpeace is.

Th is is not the fi rst time that 

Greenpeace has demonstrated 
against Alberta’s oil policies, yet the 
oilsands are still running strong. If 
they want to have any lasting ef-
fect on the public conscience, they 
need to fi nd another approach. 
Th ey’ve been chaining themselves 
to all sorts of things over the past 
few decades; it’s a gimmick that’s 
gotten a bit old. Seen as extrem-
ists by the public, it is diffi  cult for 
them to be taken seriously when 
they pull stunts like this.

Th is is not to say the govern-
ment has it all right either, far from 
it. In a world that is so environ-
mentally precarious, a governing 
body needs to be able to see the 
issues and do more than shrug. 
If more proactive steps were taken 
regarding these problems, there 
would be no need for organizations 
such as Greenpeace to publicly 
point out governments’ shortcom-
ings. Our government needs to 
take a serious look at their policies. 
Frankly, their shortsightedness is 
embarrassing to Albertans.

What we need is cooperation 
from both sides. Th e only way that 
anything is going to be accom-
plished in situations like this is if 
the opposing sides sit down togeth-
er and not only talk, but listen. Like 
elementary school children, the two 
parties need to learn to get along 

Facebook statuses were furiously updat-
ed and angry tweets were Twittered about 
Kanye West’s outburst last Sunday at the 
MTV Video Music Awards. A small per-
centage of those people actually watched 
the award show as the incident took place. 
Th e rest probably learned about it through 
their friends and followers updates, then 
conveniently looked it up and changed 
their media profi le to follow suit.

While just about everyone agrees what 
West did was wrong, it’s everybody else’s 
and our own actions we should be looking 

at in these moments. A recent New York 
Times collaboration between two columnists 
declared this outburst a display of society’s 
downward spiral. Th e debate got pretty po-
litical with a lot of historical references, but 
for those of us who are not experts in the 
area, let’s bring it to circa now.

West has been known to push the enve-
lope, cause scenes and whatever else anyone 
allows him to do. Th is is not the fi rst time 
he has come into “confl ict” with MTV and 
it probably wont be the last. Security at the 
award show should have been very tight, 
so it brings up the question — how did he 
get on stage? West, an award nominee, was 
seated at the front and stepped on stage with 
no interference and remained on stage un-
obstructed. When MTV allowed his antics 
to continue it marked a bruise on television 
broadcasting. Everything and anything is al-

lowed to happen on television now.
Th en again, West is collaborating with 

Jay-Z who is married to Beyonce, who ap-
parently made the best video of all time. In-
terpret that as you wish.

Facebook and Twitter exploded with ref-
erences to the incident moments aft er it hap-
pened. People now fl ock to their computers 
and cell phones every time something hap-
pens, sometimes watching events with these 
things at hand. Th e internet is a great way 
to fi nd out information about anything, the 
profi les you create are a great way to express 
your views. So why is the internet only be-
ing used for seemingly useless informa-
tion such as video awards. Are people clos-
eted historians or activists or is it that the 
generation that grew up on Facebook and 
Twitter actually only cares about award 
shows, Kanye West and Taylor Swift .

Th e President of the United States, one of 
the most powerful men in the world, was 
accused of being a liar during his speech to 
Congress. Th e United States is facing health 
care problems which are raising questions 
about our own health care system. A former 
MP was arrested on possession of cocaine 
while driving drunk. Th ose stories took a 
back seat to Kanye West’s actions, despite 
being more important.

Why do we care what West does, or how 
Swift  is recovering from the incident? Th ey 
can go back to their mansions, cry and use 
$100 bills to dab their eyes. What should 
matter is how little Tommy is going to pay 
for surgery on his heart or what kind of 
people hold powerful government positions. 
Shame on us for watching and liking this 
nonsense. Shame on me for continuing to 
put Kanye West’s name in print.

Savannah Hall
Gauntlet Opinions

I’m really happy for ya, and I’m gonna letcha fi nish...

and respect each other’s positions, 
and if they can’t manage that, it 
brings into question whether or not 
these are really the people we want 
representing the two sides. 

If nothing else, Shell learned a 
valuable lesson: their security sys-
tems need upgrading.

Sydney Stokoe
Gauntlet Opinions

The strategic failure of Greenpeace

But people should care about things other than Kanye West’s outbursts
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The political branding of Alberta

Kim Nursall
Gauntlet Opinions

Last week the voters of Cal-
gary-Glenmore took to 
the polls in their riding’s 

by-election. In what some would 
call an upset, Paul Hinman of the 
Wildrose Alliance — a right-wing 
party — claimed 37 per cent of the 
vote to win the riding. Th e result 
is not so much what concerns me, 
but rather the attitude of a particu-
lar voter who stated to CBC News, 
while explaining their shift  in alle-
giance from Progressive Conserva-
tive to the Wildrose Alliance: “I’ve 
been a strong Conservative all my 
life like any normal Albertan.” Es-
sentially, the term conservative is 
synonymous with Albertan, and to 
not identify yourself as either is to 
be abnormal.

Th is speaks to my opinion that 
growing up in Alberta is kind of 
like growing up in a herd of cattle. 
Th e life of a cow, to the best of my 
knowledge, goes something like 
this: You’re born, you’re branded 
the property of your farm, you 
chew cud, you share the sentiments 
of your cow friends (“Moo...”, 
“Moo!”), and then you die. Every 
now and then a poorly tended bo-
vine will become ill, but the infect-
ed creature will be hastily removed 
from the presence of the healthy 
animals and eff ectively eliminated.

Th e life of an Albertan, to the 
best of my observations, follows 
a similar line: You’re born, you’re 
branded “conservative,” you chew 
Alberta beef, you spout similar 
sentiments to your conservative 
friends (“Screw Quebec!,” “Oil is 

life!,” “Trudeau ruined our coun-
try!”) and then you die. Every now 
and then a poorly indoctrinated 
individual will come down with 
“Mad Socialist Disease,” but said 
infected creature is overwhelm-
ingly discouraged from interact-
ing with the “healthy” Albertans 
and eventually moves to B.C.

Now, my intention is not to sug-
gest conservative values cause this 

behaviour. My intention is to wage 
war with what is actually propagat-
ing it: a stagnant and dry politi-
cal environment perpetuated by a 
blind and adamant acceptance of 
one, and only one, political ideol-
ogy. An environment such as this 
not only thwarts the possibility of 
true political competition, but is 
also egregiously detrimental to the 
creation and development of new 

ideas and the cultivation of gen-
eral political awareness. It does not 
follow that if you are taught from 
birth you are conservative, you ac-
tually realize what values you have 
committed yourself to defending; 
nor does it follow that, if you were 
aware of those values, you would 
necessarily see them as refl ecting 
your own thoughts and beliefs. 
By associating an entire province’s 

population with a particular view-
point we not only encourage con-
formity, but allow for the deteriora-
tion and eradication of what could 
otherwise be an active, healthy and 
forward-thinking political arena.

As one of those aforementioned 
poorly indoctrinated individuals, I 
do not wish for everyone to share 
the same views as myself, because 
if left -wing ideologues took over 
the province the same herding be-
haviour would occur. My conclu-
sion is not that conservative values 
destroy a healthy political climate; 
it is that dissension and intelligent 
and perspicacious discourse are 
necessary to avert a stale and stag-
nant political community. Growth 
is cultivated through challenging 
the status-quo. With the majority 
of people in Alberta either tout-
ing conservative ideology they 
may not understand, or fi nding 
themselves so frustrated with the 
overt pressure to conform they 
shut-up or move away, the pres-
ent political climate is sapping us 
of our strength to push forward. 
A democracy does not guaran-
tee continuous advancement, but 
it does guarantee the freedom to 
pursue and become associated 
with diff erent political ideologies. 
Alberta has become an example 
of what happens when citizens do 
not recognize this freedom, and 
the very community they live in 
discourages it. It is the responsibil-
ity of citizens to ensure this free-
dom is not compromised, and as 
far as I can tell cows are not overly 
concerned with their personal po-
litical accountability. Th e choice is 
yours: move forward, or moo.

Conservatism and “normality” in Wild Rose Country
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If you don’t like health care, you might just be a racist

If you ask most people, racism 
and health care don’t have a lot in 
common, but somehow race has 
made its way into the United States’ 
health care debate. Former U.S. 
President Jimmy Carter said that 
some of the criticism of Obama’s 
health care plan is rooted is racism. 

Carter also accused Republican 
congressman Joe Wilson of being 
racist because of his outburst dur-
ing Obama’s address to Congress. 

Wilson’s family has denied the ac-
cusation and Wilson issued an 
apology. Th e House condemned 
Wilson’s actions in a recent reso-
lution. Obama accepted Wilson’s 
apology and said he believes criti-
cism of his health care policy is not 
racially based.

Carter said the attacks on Obama 
have been so animated because of 
race. If not race, what else could 
get the Republicans so emotional? 
Perhaps it’s the health care debate 
itself. Ideological diff erences run 
deep and are enough to get law-
makers worked up.

Wilson has a right to speak out 
against Obama’s plan but there is 
a time and place for dissent, and a 

The troubled adolescence of comic books

When the average person thinks of 
comic books, oft en they think of 
brightly-coloured spandex and 

over-muscled heroes socking bad guys in the 
jaw to save the day. Truth told, super-hero 
comics make up the vast majority of sales in 
the industry. Th at said, it’s not wholly repre-
sentative to think of comic books as nothing 
but big breasts, big guns, big explosions and 
escapism. Comics, both historically and pres-
ently, have tackled a number of meaty issues. 
Unfortunately, when escapism and social 
awareness collide, the result can be bad news 
for everyone involved.

Social commentary in comic books goes 
back a long way. In the 1970s, Stan Lee and 
Marvel Comics ignored the advice of the 
Comics Code Authority — the governmental 
body that rated and regulated content — and 

published a multi-part storyline in Amazing 
Spider-Man where Peter Parker’s best friend 
Harry Osborn got addicted to drugs. So, 
when Peter (as Spider-Man) fought the Green 
Goblin (Harry’s father), he was also fi ghting 
against widespread ignorance of his friend’s 
problem. Similarly, Marvel competitor 
DC Comics published a storyline in Green 
Arrow where the titular character’s sidekick, 
Speedy, got hooked on heroin.

Th e industry has also seen some rather 
embarrassing treatments of real-life events 
and issues. Most recently, an issue of Amaz-
ing Spider-Man brought writer Fred van 
Lente into the public eye as he had to defend 
a scene where super-villain the Chameleon 
impersonated Peter Parker and made out 
with his female roommate. In other words, 
it seemed as if Peter Parker forced himself 
on a woman, essentially bringing sexual 
assault into the realm of comic book vil-
lainy. Even worse, the scene made it seem 
as if much more had occurred than the writer 
apparently intended — leaving puzzled read-
ers wondering if they had seen someone 
raped in a Spider-Man comic.

Th e situation isn’t unprecedented in the 
world of Marvel Comics. A pair of story-
lines aft er the 9/11 terror attacks drew fans’ 
ire. One featured Captain America fi ght-
ing Islamic fundamentalism at home and 
abroad, much in the same manner he fought 
against the Red Skull and his giant Nazi ro-
bots in decades past. Another issue showcas-
ing Spider-Man and other heroes aiding the 
rescue eff ort in the collapsed World Trade 
Center area drew controversy — this time, 
for showing super-villain Dr. Doom shed-
ding a tear in the wake of such destruction. 
Th is coming from Dr. Doom, a villain who 
had previously attempted to enslave or de-
stroy the Earth on multiple occasions and 
stole a child to harvest its powers. What 
made the inclusion of villains even worse 
was that the issue came just months aft er the 
killer robot Ultron blew up an entire country 
— bringing the 9/11 tragedy into the realm 
of comic books felt completely hollow and 
wrong given the scale of deaths that routinely 
occurred in super-hero books.

Th is decade has seen an infl ux of literate 
writers with an eye to grounding their writing 

in the modern world. Brian Michael Bendis 
wrote about teen sex in Ultimate Spider-Man 
and treated the issue in an appropriate, albeit 
really funny, manner. Mark Millar tackled the 
Patriot Act and its ramifi cations in the con-
text of super heroes in Civil War. Y: Th e Last 
Man examined gender roles in the context of 
a plague that killed every man on the planet, 
except for one. More and more, series that 
would’ve fl own under the commercial radar 
are becoming increasingly well-read.

Unfortunately, perception of comic books 
within wider society sees them as kiddie fare. 
As such, having more adult situations featured 
in super-hero books — like Peter Parker hav-
ing a drunken one-night-stand in Spider-Man 
— or tackling issues like gay-bashing, sexual 
assault and rape fl ies in the face of what people 
think these stories should be about. Given the 
sales and critical reaction to many of these 
stories, dealing with more mature topics 
hasn’t alienated readers. Th e challenge fac-
ing creators now is changing society’s an-
tiquated notions of what comics should 
be to match what writers, artists and 
readers believe comics actually are.

diff erence between argument and 
accusation. His outburst was im-
polite and disrespectful. Th e Presi-
dent of the United States deserves 
a certain degree of respect and he 
did not get it. Outbursts like Wil-
son’s make it harder for Congress to 
discuss health care without having 
things get out of hand. Th e Repub-
lican challenge to health care needs 
to be civil and focussed on health 
care policy for it to have any merit.

Race has been an issue in Ameri-
can politics in the past. Posters por-
traying Obama as a witch doctor 
with a bone through his nose and a 
feathered headdress have appeared 
at recent protests against health 
care reform. Th e poster drips of 

racism and shows that the issue 
might run deeper than an overly 
emotional congressman. Race has 
been a hot-button issue for de-
cades, but in recent years discourse 
has shift ed to class. Unfortunately, 
race is still a large part of class dis-
cussion. If so-called racism is being 
used as a way to defl ect criticisms 
of health care policy, then it is a low 
blow. Democrats need to rise above 
cheap shots if they hope to defend 
their health care plan.

Th e American health care debate 
has been marred by rumors of death 
panels — committees designed to 
allegedly encourage euthanasia — 
and racism. Th e problem is that 
none of this has much to do with 

health care. If the U.S. is going to 
honestly debate health care then 
they need to set aside lies and straw 
man arguments and get to the heart 
of the issue. In all of this discussion 
of breaches of decorum and racism, 
health care is nowhere to be found, 
merely fear-mongering.

Obama’s election was a mile-
stone supposed to usher the U.S. 
in to an era of post-racial politics. 
Sadly, that era has not arrived. Th e 
addition of race to the health care 
debate is a step in the other direc-
tion. Instead of healing the wounds 
of the past it is bringing them back 
to the surface. Th e president should 
not be criticized based on race, but 
on his policies.

Rhiannon Kirkland
Gauntlet Opinions

Ryan Pike
From the Cheap Seats
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They don’t get the glory. Th ey don’t get 
to walk into the endzone (oft en) and 
they don’t get to touch the ball. Th ey get 

pushed and knocked around on basically every 
play. Most of them are virtually unknown to the 
average fan, but they’re absolutely integral to 

the off ence of any football team.
Th ey’re off ensive lineman and they all weigh 

at least two Sports Editors (it’s the Gauntlet’s 
measuring system) and could bench press two 
or three.

“My high school football coach was my neigh-
bour,” says starting right tackle Kirby Fabien. 
“He saw that I was a big kid and asked me if I 
wanted to play. I played and I liked it.”

Th at seems to be the standard way a lineman 
gets into football. Th e position is largely based on 
being big, strong and able to push guys around.

Th ey take pleasure in fl attening opposing line-
men, or pancaking them, but don’t taunt or cel-
ebrate much. Th ere might be a staredown, they 
might talk a bit about it aft er the game or men-
tion it in the huddle, but to them, it’s “just an-
other play.”

When they mess up, they get yelled at on the 
sideline. Of course, it’s usually because when a 
lineman messes up, the man who touches the 
ball the most gets knocked down.

Th e quarterback isn’t usually too happy about 
it, according to starting left  tackle Paul Swiston.

“[He says,] ‘I’m never going to be your friend 
again.’ ”

Well, at least they have each other. And the 
Dinos o-line has been gelling of late. In their 
last game, they pushed and shoved, making 
room for runningback Matt Walter to rack up 
259 yards. In total, the team ran for 373 yards 

on 42 attempts, averaging a ridiculous 8.9 yards 
per rush.

“It felt good,” says right guard Reed Alexander. 
“Th at’s a big chunk of yards to chew up in one 
game. We’ve worked really hard these last couple 
games . . . that was pretty big.”

Behind the fi ve big guys, the team has racked 
up the most rushing yards in CanadaWest so far 
this season. And quarterback Erik Glavic has 
only been sacked four times.

“It’s always real fun for the o-line to have a 
big running game,” says Alexander. “It’s what we 
want to do.”

It’s a rough job to be an off ensive linemen. 
Rushing yards are won in the trenches on their 
backs. You’d think they might have defen-
sive linemen running over them in their sleep, 
haunting them. Or maybe they’d dream of glory, 
of plowing through a group of guys for a touch-
down.

“Th e night before the game, you just go to 
sleep, thinking about what you’re going to do 

the next day,” says centre Alex Krausnick-Groh. 
“You think of what you have to do and what you 
have to do to win the game.”

Or maybe not.
“I dream about touchdowns,” Swiston chimes 

in. “It’s what I do as a side job, sometimes.”
In last year’s playoff s, Swiston came in as an 

eligible receiver and caught two passes, one for a 
touchdown and one for a two-point conversion. 

But being the only guy to get 
some glory hasn’t made the 
rest of the linemen jealous.

“If one guy does it, we all 
celebrate because it feels like 

we’ve accomplished something because fat kids 
never get to touch the ball,” says Alexander.

But at least they get to pancake dudes. And 
that has to be at least as much fun.

Do offensive linemen dream?

Clan come 
to town 
for perhaps 
the last 
time

Chris Pedersen/the Gauntlet

Tale of the tape
(from left to right in the photo)

Kirby Fabien, right tackle
6’6” 290 lbs
Reed Alexander, right guard
6’3” 290 lbs
Alex Krausnick-Groh, centre
6’3” 275 lbs
Quinn McCaughan, left guard
6’3” 270 lbs
Paul Swiston, left tackle
6’9” 337 lbs

        I dream about touchdowns. It’s what I do as a sidejob, sometimes.
– Paul Swiston, Dinos left tackle“

Jon Roe
Sports Editor

Get a good look at the Simon 
Fraser University Clan, they may be 
playing with American competition 
next season and will be gone from 
Canada West. Th e Clan became the 
fi rst non-American school to join 
the NCAA when it signed on to the 
Great Northwest Athletic Confer-
ence.

SFU currently plays in 14 sports 
in the NAIA and will be a full mem-
ber in the NCAA div. 2 at the start of 
the 2010–11 season in football, bas-
ketball, cross country, indoor and 
outdoor track and fi eld, volleyball, 
soccer, soft ball and golf, according 
to the Vancouver Province.

Beyond their imminent depar-
ture, this is still a good Clan foot-
ball team. Last season, the Dinos 
beat the Clan in the Hardy Cup fi -
nal 44–21. 

Th e Clan’s run to the Hardy Cup 
fi nal was somewhat surprising aft er 
they entered the season on a 25-
game losing streak. Both the Clan 
and the Dinos stand at 2–1 this sea-
son.

Th e Clan won two straight games 
to start the season, beating the 
University of British Columbia 
Th underbirds and the University 
of Manitoba Bisons 26–7 and 41–7 
respectively before losing to the 1–2 
University of Alberta Golden Bears 
28–16 at home last week.

SFU is the top defensive team in 
the conference so far, allowing only 
14 points per game and lead the 
league in denying the pass, allowing 
only 149.7 yards per game.

Quarterback Bernd Dittrich, 
who threw two costly interceptions 
in the Hardy Cup fi nal against the 
Dinos, has two TDs and two INTs 
so far this season. He’s thrown for 
488 yards.

Gabriel Ephard has been carrying 
the ball well so far for the Clan this 
season, averaging eight yards per 
carry and collecting 228 yards and 
two TDs.

Th e Dinos hold the lead in the 
all-time series against the Clan 5–4.
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Dinos add NHL experience to bench
Jon Roe
Sports Editor

The Dinos will have a couple 
of NHLers barking orders for 
them on the ice this upcom-

ing season. Ex-NHL defenceman 
Cory Cross and recently retired 
forward Brad Isbister have signed 
on as assistant coaches for the men’s 
hockey team.

Both have connections to recent-
ly hired head coach Mark Howell. 
Isbister met Howell through the 
Hockey Canada program and Cross 
played with him at the University of 
Alberta in the early ’90s.

“It’s always nice when you’re 
comfortable and familiar with the 
other guys, it makes it easier,” says 
Isbister.

Isbister last played in the NHL 
for the Vancouver Canucks during 
the 2007–08 season. He played last 
year with Zug in the Swiss League 
before retiring in the off -season. He 
played 541 games for the Canucks, 
New York Rangers, Boston Bruins, 
Edmonton Oilers, New York Is-
landers and Phoenix Coyotes, com-

piling 222 points. Much like many 
current Dinos, he began his career 
in the WHL. Isbister played for the 
Portland Winterhawks before being 

draft ed by the now defunct Win-
nipeg Jets in the third round, 67th 
overall.

 “I’ve just played a lot of hockey 

games at the highest possible level,” 
says Isbister. “Played for a bunch of 
diff erent coaches and a bunch of 
diff erent coaching styles. My expe-
riences, all those games, all those 
years — [I hope to] bring it all to 
these guys, pass on all the good stuff  
I’ve learned.”

Cross last played for the Detroit 
Red Wings in 2006 and played 659 
games for the Wings, Pittsburgh 
Penguins, Edmonton Oilers, New 
York Rangers, Toronto Maple Leafs 
and Tampa Bay Lightning. He fi n-
ished his pro career in 2006–07 
with the Hamburg Freezers in Ger-
many. Cross started his career at the 
U of A, before being selected in the 
1992 NHL supplemental draft  by the 
Lightning.

Cross says it’ll be diff erent return-
ing to the U of A as the opposition.

“Obviously, that’s an excellent 
program,” he says. “If we can give 
them a challenge this year, it’ll be a 
feather in our cap for sure.”

He knows how tough it is to be a 
university athlete and hopes he can 

Former Oilers Cory Cross and Brad Isbister sign on as assistant coaches

Cory Cross (left) and Brad Isbister have 1,200 NHL games between the two of them.
Daniel Pagan/the Gauntlet

The Dinos start the regular season against the Golden 
Bears at Father David Bauer on Oct. 9.

A wealth of experience
Brad Isbister
Hometown: Edmonton, AB
NHL seasons: 10
Career stats:
Regular season:
541 GP, 106 G, 116 A, 222 pts, 
615 PIM
Playoffs:
18 GP, 1 G, 2 A, 3 pts, 33 PIM

Cory Cross
Hometown: Lloydminister, AB
NHL seasons: 12
Career stats:
Regular season:
659 GP, 34 G, 97 A, 131 pts, 
684 PIM
Playoffs:
47 GP, 2 G, 4 A, 6 pts, 62 PIM

pass some of his experiences along.
“I’ve been there — I’ve juggled 

the studies and juggled the hockey 
and it’s a tough thing to do,” says 
Cross. “Every student athlete knows 
there’s a fi ne line between time 
management of school and hockey 
and you have to stay in school to 
play hockey, so if I can help these 
guys, with any tips I’ve learned over 
the course of my years, I’ll do that.”

Th e Dinos have been practicing 
for three weeks now and are itch-
ing for their fi rst game action. Th ey 
play in preseason tilts against the 
Mount Royal University Cougars 
and the SAIT Trojans at the SAIT 
Campus Centre.

“We just want to improve on last 
year’s standings and make the play-
off s,” says Cross. “Obviously win-
ning a national championship is 
our main goal. To do that it’s going 
to take a lot of hard work and extra 
eff ort from everybody.”
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Pat McNaught
Gauntlet Sports

Though he may eye the open 
skies, Tylan Stephens will 
have to settle for much 

slower speeds on the ice. Th e 
former Western Hockey League 
player has joined the Dinos men’s 
hockey team for the 2009–10 sea-
son. A native of Calgary, Stephens 
chose to pursue his academic ca-
reer despite having another year of 
eligibility in the WHL.

Dinos head coach Mark Howell 
says that living at home comes with 
a number of benefi ts for Stephens. 
Th e comfort and support network 
will help him when it comes to 
managing his studies and hockey. 

“Th ere is a lot of mentality in the 

WHL that if you are good at hockey 
that is what you should do,” says 
Stephens. “I wanted to challenge 
the other side of that fence.”

Th e fence between athletics and 
academics that is. Th e 5-foot-11 
centre begins the challenge as he 
enters his fi rst year of studies, at-
tempting to earn his Bachelor of 
Commerce from the Haskayne 
School of Business. Following his 
degree, Stephens has ambitions to 
take fl ight.

“I’ve wanted to be a fi ghter pilot 
with the Canadian Military for a 
long time now,” admits Stephens.

Last season, he tallied 30 goals 
and 27 assists with the Kootenay 
Ice. Howell sees him bringing not 
only his off ensive talent to the 
team, but also his defensive play.

“Tylan is a well-rounded player, 
who can contribute off ensively 
and defensively,” says Howell. “Of 
course, there will be a learning 
curve that he will have to adjust to, 
but he should be fi ne.” 

Back in Cranbrook with the 
Ice, Stephens left an unforget-
table mark on the small town. 
Thanking his billet family in a 

Noah Miller
News Assistant

Former Dinos hockey star Jared 
Aulin nabbed a tryout spot with the 
Columbus Blue Jackets aft er years 
of absence from pro hockey.

As a Dino, Aulin scored a re-
markable 34 points in a mere 16 
games leading the team on a sec-
ond-half run during which they 
won 15 out of 18 games in the 
2007–08 season. Aulin, who en-
joyed a 17-game tenure with the 
Los Angeles Kings in 2003, was ec-
static at the opportunity to return 
to the big leagues. 

“I’m excited about every oppor-
tunity that I’m given and I look 
forward to capitalizing on them 
and proving myself,” said Aulin, 
who captained the WHL’s Kamloops 
Blazers.

Aft er fi nally recovering from a 
shoulder injury that came in the 
2003–04 preseason, two years of 
kinesiology at the U of C and work-
ing at a popular downtown Calgary 
bar, Aulin was ready to be back in 
action. 

According to a message relayed 
by Aulin’s fan page, camp was going 
“really well” and Aulin was “getting 
better every day.”

However, Aulin’s return to the 
NHL will have to wait just a little bit 
longer. According to an article in 
the Columbus Dispatch, Aulin was 
released from his tryout agreement 
with the Jackets and invited to the 
Syracuse Crunch training camp 

which opened this week. Aulin will 
play with the Crunch, the Blue Jack-
ets’ American Hockey League affi  li-
ate, and maintain hope for an op-
portunity to return to the National 
Hockey League. 

“Jared has the personality, posi-
tive attitude, drive, confi dence and 
determination to make it as far as 
he wants,” said friend and Facebook 
fan page creator Peter Law. “I’m 
willing to bet this isn’t the last we 
hear in the Jared Aulin story.”

Aulin’s reassignment came as a 
part of the Blue Jackets’ third round 
of pre-season roster moves an-
nounced Sunday.

Former Dino on NHL 
comeback trail

Tylan Stephens set to take fl ight with Dinos

unique fashion, he made a do-
nation to the regional hospital 
foundation. His donation helped 
the East Kootenay Regional Hos-
pital purchase a much-needed 
wheelchair.

Hockey player, philanthropist, 
student and future pilot, Tylan 
Stephens seems to be on the right 
path in life. Hopefully his experi-

ences, both on and off  the ice, will 
help the Dinos in their quest for a 
much-improved 2009–10 season 
aft er they missed the playoff s last 
year.

“I am really excited for the play-
off  run,” says Stephens. “Th e older 
guys, the ones who have been 
there, are inspiring me to want to 
make it there.”

Stephens played last season with the Kootenay Ice in the WHL. He picked up 30 goals and 20 assists.
Daniel Pagan/the Gauntlet



2 0   S E P T E M B E R  2 4 . 0 9  G A U N T L E T e n t e r t a i n m e n tEditor: Jordyn Marcellus—entertainment@thegauntlet.ca

Jordyn Marcellus
Entertainment Editor 

Th ere has yet to be a truly gener-
ation-defi ning fi lm for the Milleni-
als. No Heart Feelings, co-scripted 
and co-directed by Sarah Lazarovic, 
Geoff  Morrison and Ryan J. Noth, 
attempts to fi ll this vital niche in the 
fi lm market by off ering the post-
Generation Y — tech-savvy young 
men and women who use social 
networking and consume Youtube 
videos — a potential voice in pop 
culture. 

“One thing that comes across 
that’s indicative of this generation 
of 20-somethings now is how we 
communicate with one another,” 
says Morrison on the phone from 
Toronto. “Whether it’s through 
the net or diff erent technologies, 
e-mail or social networking, when 
it comes down to face-to-face com-
munication we have a hard time 
saying what we’re trying to say.” 

Th e fi lm is all about Melanie (Re-
becca Kohler), a young 20-some-
thing who fi nds herself in the 
depths of despair aft er breaking up 
with her long distance boyfriend 
(voiced by Jonathan Goldstein). 
Melanie video chats with him over 

Adriana Sveen
Gauntlet Entertainment

IIn its 10th year, the Calgary In-
ternational Film Festival is cel-
ebrating its anniversary with 

the same growing pains any ado-
lescent has. Th ough coordinators 
admit to suff ering several fi nancial 
setbacks over the past year, the fes-
tivities will go on with a few excit-
ing changes to lift  spirits.

 As an added draw, the festival 
will introduce the Maverick Film-
maker award, designed to honour 
those who demonstrate the quali-
ties such a word brings to mind.

“Th e participants display in-
dependence and boldness,” says 
CIFF lead programmer Brenda 
Leberman. “All 10  fi lms are very 
diff erent, some stand out because 
of cinematography, and some are 
artistic. You can expect a diverse 
range of material.”

Th e category promises to enthral 
and astound with a mish mash of 
fi lms which, at fi rst glance, seem to 
have little in common. Directors 
from as far as Korea and as near as 

Calgary International Film FestivalCalgary International Film Festival

the United States will be attending 
the festival for the western Cana-
dian debut of their fi lms.

Like the fi lms it honours, the 
award category was created to dis-
tinguish CIFF from other Canadian 

festival equivalents. Coordinators 
hope that in the years to come this 
new award category will serve to 

make CIFF a destination festival.
“Th e Maverick Award was cre-

ated to help CIFF stand out among 
other Canadian fi lm festivals,” 
states Leberman. “It will help at-
tract more international involve-
ment, but at the same time blends 
a very familiar Albertan ideal with 
independent fi lm.” 

Additionally, festival coordi-
nators hope to bring moviegoers 
in on the celebration by giving 
them 10 ways to celebrate the last 
decade; suggesting they create a 
fi lm club, become a “friend of the 
festival,” visit the new box offi  ce 
location on Stephen Avenue and 
more.

Film enthusiasts are encouraged 
to take part in the festivities, with 
the chance of winning a VIP pass 
sweetening the deal. 

In its 10th year, Calgarian movie 
afi cionados can expect this year’s 
fi lm festival to top anything they 
have experienced before.

turns tenturns ten

Celebrating fi lm with the Calgary International Film Festival. Screenings start Fri., Sept. 26.
Gauntlet fi le photo

Toronto fi lmmaker has No Heart Feelings

Skype but fi nds it depressing, an 
incredibly realistic situation for 
people engaging in these kinds of 
brutal long distance teases. 

Eventually she breaks up with 
him, with the dawning summer 
sun teasing misadventures. Unfor-
tunately she fi nds herself trapped 
in a small fugue from the break up. 
Eventually she meets a new poten-
tial beau in Lewis, with the fi lm 
spiraling into their slow-building 
courtship. 

“As much as it’s about this girl and 
her friend, it’s about a generation at 
a specifi c time and place,” says Mor-
rison. “So many fi lmmakers have 
tried to portray an honest portrayal 

of the world they live in . . . It’s kind 
of about contemplating adulthood 
and navigating relationships and 
dealing with jobs. We tried to create 
as authentic and relatable a story as 
possible.”

Th e fi lm takes much from the 
low-budget mumblecore aesthetic, 
including its largely improvised 
dialogue and its focus on the bud-
ding romance between Melanie and 
Lewis. Th e fi lmmakers make special 
use of handheld cameras, producing 
an intimacy found in glossier works. 

In this way, the fi lm attempts 
to show people at their most ba-
sic level, allowing each character’s 
quarter-life crises and neuroses to 

Not only does Geoff  Morrison, di-
rector of No Heart Feelings have his 
feature fi lm in the festival, he also 
produced National Parks Project: Gros 
Morne, playing at the Plaza Th eatre 
Saturday, September 26 as part of the 
festival. 

Filmed at Gros Morne National 
Park in Newfoundland, National 
Parks Project: Gros Morne is a hypnot-
ic documentary echoing the Group of 
Seven, focusing on the natural beauty 
of the Canadian wilderness.

“Th is is our fi rst screening in Can-
ada and we’ll have a live musical score 
from a bunch of the Flemish Eye re-
cord label artists,” says Morrison. “So 
they’re doing a live musical re-inter-
pretation of the soundtrack.”

Producer Ryan J. Noth, another 
co-director for No Heart Feelings will 
also be in attendance — with tenta-
tive plans to remix the documentary 
aft er the fi rst showing.  Not only will 
Flemish Eye artists be playing for the 
audience, but label founder Ian Rus-
sell will be opening hearth and home 
for both Morrison and Noth.

“I think we’re crashing on his 
couch” laughs Morrison.

..Jordyn Marcellus

become much more impacting for 
the audience.

“We set out to make a fi lm that 
was [as] honest as possible and 
something you could really relate 
to,” adds Morrison. “You could 
very easily describe this fi lm as a 
romantic comedy, but that doesn’t 
really do it justice. Sort of the aes-
thetic we use and the degree we are 
going for — as a romantic comedy, 
this isn’t Th e Proposal with Sandra 
Bullock. Th e situations in this fi lm 
are actually things people could re-
late to.”

No Heart Feelings plays at the Globe Wed., Sep. 30 
at 7:15 p.m.

doc focuses on 

Canada’s beauti-

ful natural parks

Rebecca Kohler and Dustin Parkes star in No Heart Feelings, playing at the Globe Wed., Sept. 30.
courtesy Geoff Morrison
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(Th e Globe, Wed., Sept. 30 at 
7 p.m.)

Th e fi rst feature length fi lm from 
director Sook-Yin Lee, (Shortbus, 
CBC radio’s Defi nitely Not the Op-
era) Year of the Carnivore is a romp 
into the underbelly of love.  Th e 
story deals unashamedly with sex 
and the institutionalization of love. 
It’s a formulaic romantic comedy 
— but with a few quirks — hitting 
the major signposts on its way to a 
sweet but predictable ending. Th e 
story does deviate from the tradi-
tional ideas of love and romance, 
off ering a bit of an offb  eat look at 
how people interact with each oth-
er.

Th e fi lm follows Sammy (Cristin 
Miliott), a young woman unsure of 
herself in the modern world and 
her would-be boyfriend, a scruff y 
hipster musician named Eugene 
(Marle Rendall). Quite quickly it is 
realized that these two seemingly 
quaint and bohemian characters 
have some pretty serious demons 
to battle.  Aft er a failed one night 
stand, Sammy determines that she 
needs more sexual experience.  
Not love though, but rather gratu-
itous, self-indulgent sex. Th e fi lm 
moves through her various stages 
of self-discovery, all the time ques-
tioning our modern interpretation 
of love.  Is love possible? Is love 
necessary?  

Maybe not the best movie for a 
fi rst date, this decidedly unroman-
tic love story brings to light some 
aspects of romance that we’d rather 
not think about.  Lackluster mar-
riages, deaths, the burden of new 
life and everything in between are 
used to explain how love is a hin-
drance to our lives.  

While the dialogue itself is not 
laugh-out-loud hilarious, it makes 
light of the quirks of human nature. 
We are a strange species and this is 
one fi lm that embraces the mad-
ness.

..Sydney Stokoe

Be Good
(Th e Plaza, Th u., Oct. 1 at 

6:45 p.m.)

Be Good is an incredibly intricate 
story about the perverse love of in-
cest, starring the young heroine Eve, 
(Anaïs Demoustie) on a journey to 
reconcile her relationship with her 
father and with her past. Although 
the movie deals with incest, it is al-
ways implied rather than dealt with 

(Eau Claire, Sat., Sept. 26 at 
12:00 p.m.)

According to Buddhist teachings, 

The films: Lamas and sex-a-plentyThe films: Lamas and sex-a-plenty

directly. Th is is parallel to her inabil-
ity to cope with the past. Eve’s need 
for physical contact manifests itself 
in confusing mannerisms, such as 
seductively touching snails and mak-
ing herself bleed by cutting her nails 
so short that blood pours down her 
fi ngers. 

Be Good’s take on incest is both 
thoughtful and tasteful, only refer-
encing Eve’s past through dialogue 
and a motif of two stacked pillows. 
Although it is a disturbing topic, di-
rector-writer Juliette Garcias handles 
it skillfully. From a cinematographic 
perspective, the fi lm is uniquely shot, 
taking advantage of its ambiguity. 
Th e lack of dialogue between char-
acters expands upon the ambiguity, 
leaving questions unanswered. 

Garcias says her movie is about 
love. Th is “perverse” love is unique, 
and she asks the question, “Why 
not believe in it?” exploring how in-
cest relates to the parent-child bond. 
Th e fi lm itself attempts to answer 
this question through Eve’s need for 
her father’s aff ection. It seems to the 
viewer that Eve still loves her father, 
but hates him at the same time. Th is 
internal confl ict is what drives her in-
teractions with everyone in the small 
French village where her father lives 
and where she works. 

Be Good is an exceptional fi lm, 
largely due to Garcias’ potrayal of 
love’s dark side. It must not be missed. 

..Tristan Taylor

all Tibetan masters — known as La-
mas — are reincarnated to guide their 
followers toward enlightenment. For 
700 years, Tibetans have sought their 
reincarnated masters. Unmistaken 
Child spans four years, charting the 

search for the reincarnation of Geshe 
Lama Konchog, who died in October 
2001. 

His greatest disciple of 21 years, 
Geshe Tenzin Zopa, is charged with 
the task of tracking down the mas-
ter’s new form. Th e fi lm opens with 
Geshe-La’s cremation funeral, where 
the direction of the smoke and the 
patterns in the ashes are seen as clues, 
pointing Tenzin where to look.

For years, Tenzin travels  from vil-
lage to village, inquiring about re-
cently born children. He meets them, 
shows them rosaries and other arti-
facts belonging to Geshe-La and con-
tinues, guided only by his instinct. 
Th roughout this journey, Tenzin 
lacks confi dence in his abilities, and 
questions his worth as a disciple.

Director Nati Baratz is unobtrusive 
and doesn’t ask questions — he sim-
ply fi lms everything he sees. With this 
approach we are allowed a privileged 
glimpse into an astonishing journey, 
but no insight as to the customs, tra-
ditions and meaning of this culture. 
Th is also makes the fi lm completely 
neutral, allowing the viewer to decide 
their own stance when a child is be-
lieved to be the reincarnated Geshe-
La then whisked away from his fam-
ily for a life of service. 

Th e fi lm is slow, but absolutely fas-
cinating in its beauty and its heart-
break.

.. Richard Lam

Year of the Carnivore

Unmistaken Child (pictured) focuses on the search for a reincarnated Lama.

courtesy the artist 

Unmistaken Child
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U of C teaches kids what this jazz thing is all about 
M o n d a y N i g h t J a z z
m u s i c i n t e r v i e w

Monday Night Jazz starts Mon., Sept. 28 in the 
University Theatre.

Jon Roe
Sports Editor

Kids these days don’t know what 
the jazz is all about.

Luckily there’s the Monday Night 
Jazz Series at the University of Cal-
gary’s University Th eatre to help 
them learn.

In its sixth season, the Monday 
Night Jazz Series has brought in-
ternationally acclaimed artists and 

fantastic local acts to the campus 
once a month.

“Jazz is so disparate, there are 
so many strands of it . . . basically 
any genre that you can think of 

has some infusion of jazz,” says 
Dr. Jeremy Brown, a professor in 
the music department at the U of C
who also co-organizes the festi-
val with local jazz musician and 

U of C alumni Gerry Hebert.
“When we look at an act, we try 

to combine a variety of diff erent 
concerts so that the whole is never 
the same from concert to concert 
and refl ects the diversity of the 
world of jazz.”

Th e Latin/Afro-Cuban infused 
beats of Cumako kick off  the se-
ries Sept. 28, followed by fi ve acts 
including smooth classic jazz piano 
and world fusion.

“It’s a very pulse oriented ensem-
ble,” Brown says, adding that they 
remind him a lot of Santana.

Brown plays with his quartet Ver-
ismo in January. Verismo played at 
the Montreal Jazz Festival in 2007.

“If we didn’t do this, it is unlikely 
it would be picked up in some oth-
er venue,” says Brown.

He explains one of the compel-
ling reasons they like to do it is be-
cause unlike most music shows in 
the city, jazz is based on improvisa-
tion.

“Jazz music is largely an oral tra-

dition,” Brown says. “Th at is to say, 
while there may be written charts, 
the thrust of the music is impro-
visatory and that’s not anything 
you’re going to get at the Jack Sing-
er, at the typical symphony night or 
ballet event with the music, it’s all 
pretty rigid, pretty written out. Jazz 
music is diff erent. It’s about indi-
vidual expression.”

Th e festival is funded partially 
by the Alberta foundation for the 
arts and by the U of C. With both 
international and local artists light-
ing up the University Th eatre this 
season, the Monday Night Jazz Se-
ries will be the best place to wear a 
sweater, eat some Jello puddin’ and 
learn about jazz.

“It’s really just top notch, you 
won’t fi nd better players from Can-
ada or in Canada than the players 
that we’re bringing here,” Brown 
says.

The University of Calgary’s Monday Night Jazz Series starts up Mon., Sept. 28 in the University Theatre.
Jon Roe/the Gauntlet

U of C dance show asks a big question
W h y D a n c e ?
d a n c e i n t e r v i e w

Jordyn Marcellus
Entertainment Editor

It’s a question that every art-
ist eventually has to ask them-
selves: Why do art? Th e Michèle 

Moss-choreographed Why Dance? 
Two aims to answer this very ques-
tion, taking diverse styles, from West 
African dance to house music, into 
its choreographic infl uences.

“Some of my research is in West 
Africa and Cuba,” says Moss. 
“Th at’s very important to me and 
close to the bone. It’s the way that 
I move and the way that I like to 
move with the music also support-
ing that — so it’s heavy on the per-
cussion.” 

Th is is the second Why Dance? 
for Moss, who works at the Uni-
versity of Calgary as an instructor 
in the B.A. dance program. She has 

also co-founded the Decidedly Jazz 
Danceworks studio, and has worked 
at Studio West. She started asking 
this question as part of her gradu-

ate project, and found her desire to 
explore the question wasn’t easily 
satisfi ed by grand speeches but in-
stead through an exploration of the 

subject with the dancer’s body.
“Th is idea resonated with me that 

we ask questions to investigate some-
thing, rather than looking and giving 

more privilege to the answers,” she 
says. “It just makes sense to me.”

Th rough research, including the 
investigation of the aforementioned 
West African and Cuban styles, she 
brings this huge amount of experi-
ence to bear in her choreography. 

Audiences will be able to see her 
ask, and hopefully answer, that 
titular question about why people 
dance — whether they be the great-
est prima ballerina assolutas or a 
12-year-old taking her fi rst steps 
into the contemporary dance world.

“[Why Dance? is] an opportunity 
to take that research and answer it, 
rather than in a didactic fashion 
— a big long lecture, treatise or a 
thesis — and answer it with the kin-
esthetic; answer it with the body,” 
says Moss. “Th ere are many people, 
professionals and pre-professionals, 
who devote themselves to the act, 
the art and the activity [of dance].”

Why Dance? Two plays in the University Theatre 
Sept., 25 and 26 at 8 p.m.

Deanne Walsh is the featured solo artist in Why Dance? in the University Theatre Friday and Saturday.
courtesy Kristian Jones
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Andrew Swan
Gauntlet Entertainment

Eight years ago Canadians 
were invited to follow the 
lives and antics of three en-

dearing Nova Scotians trying to 
make it big through unconvention-
al means. In many ways, the fasci-
nating trio of Ricky (Robb Wells), 
Julian (John Paul Tremblay) and 
Bubbles (Mike Smith) succeeded 
in their schemes, but more oft en 
than not their plans fell through 
ungracefully. 

Aft er eight years and numerous 
attempts at success, the boys try to 
make it work once again through 
another poorly thought out coup de 
grace in the latest — and fi nal — it-
eration of the cult franchise: Trailer 
Park Boys: Countdown to Liquor 
Day. 

Countdown picks up almost im-
mediately following the fi nal epi-
sode of the television series, “Say 
Goodnight to the Bad Guys.” Re-
turning to great traditional form, 
Ricky and Julian are released from 
jail aft er convincing the parole 

board to let them go. In standard 
Trailer Park Boys-style, the boys 
instantaneously begin to scheme, 
leading into the action. Naturally, 
hilarity accompanies their incred-
ibly bold actions, obviously the 
mainstay of attraction to the series.

However, bearing in mind that 
Countdown to Liquor Day is sup-
posed to be the fi nal act in the 
eight-year-long odyssey, the fi lm 
lacks some of the defi nitive qualities 
that attracted so many to its heroes’ 
journey. Th e plot feels contrived at 
times, in opposition to the natural 
feel of the television series’ earlier 
seasons. 

Some of the notable regulars 
behave diff erently, an evolution of 
the previously familiar character-
ization which doesn’t gel with the 
overall feel of the fi lm. 

Th ese inconsistencies take away 
slightly from what is supposed to be 
the triumphant fi nale of the much 
beloved series. However, despite 
these minor fl aws, the fi lm works 
amazingly well as an homage to the 
Boys’ fl ippant and oft en destructive 
behaviours of seasons past. Fans of 
the rambuncitous Dartmouth na-
tives will leave the theatre with an 
intense desire for more, while new-
comers to the scene will have en-

Grab a beer with the Trailer Park Boys

tered far too late to grasp the unerr-
ing beauty of the Trailer Park Boys 
in its entirety. 

Either way, the fi nal “Big Dirty” 

experience in Trailer Park Boys: 
Countdown to Liquor Day is one that 
should not be missed by longtime 
fans of the series — just be sure to 

knock back a rum and coke or two. 

Trailer Park Boys: Countdown To Liquor Day opens 
wide Fri., Sept. 25

T r a i l e r P a r k B o y s 2
f i l m r e v i e w

Bubbles (Mike Smith) and crew get up to mischief in Trailer Park Boys 2: Countdown to Liquor Day

The Trailer Park Boys in all their glory
courtesy Alliance Atlantis

Countdown to Liquor Day best enjoyed after a few cold ones
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Nick Cave’s second novel a fractured tale

Richard Lam
Gauntlet Entertainment

Nick Cave is infatuated 
with Avril Lavigne’s va-
gina.

Th at specifi c celebrity body 
part, along with Kylie Minogue’s 
hot pants, are recurring images 
in Bunny Munroe’s broken mind  
in the prolifi c musician’s second 
novel, Th e Death of Bunny Munro. 

Bunny is a sex-obsessed trav-
elling salesman, neglecting his 
family and spending his days on 
the road dealing in “the high-

est quality beauty products.” To 
pass the time on his long trips, he 
somehow manages to charm his 
way into the pants of nearly every 
woman he encounters — whether 
they’re his customer, his server or 
just a reliable prostitute. 

However, due to unforeseen cir-
cumstances, Bunny is suddenly 
forced to take his son Bunny Junior 
on the road with him. Attempting 
to continue his womanizing pur-
suits, while simultaneously trying 
to look aft er his son for the fi rst 
time, Bunny’s mind begins to frac-
ture, leading to a wild, divergent, 
free-for-all of a character study, at 
times both shocking and funny.

Cave’s second novel comes 
20-years aft er his last one, And Th e Ass Saw Th e Angel. As one of 

the most distinct and productive 
artists of our time, one can’t help 
but view it in the context of his re-
nowned musical career. 

Ass Saw Th e Angel  was a dark 
and dreary masterwork, rife with 
biblical imagery and hopeless, ir-
redeemable characters. Th e heavy 
bleak tone is also refl ected in 
Cave’s 1986 album Your Funeral … 
My  Trial and 1989’s Tender Prey, 
which were also the years of his 
heaviest alleged drug use. 

Cave has since outgrown this seri-
ous and tortured phase, putting out 
deliberately raunchy and joyously 
energetic work with Grinderman and 
Dig, Lazarus, Dig!!! Th is newfound 
sense of humour and fun transfers 
directly to his prose writing.

His prose excels when he plays 
with language. Th ere are great 
slabs of vivid text describing 
Munro’s sexual fantasies, gradu-
ally growing more disturbed and 
depraved, slowly hinting at what’s 
to come. However, the novel lacks 
the focus and intensity of  An-
gel. Th ere are similar themes in 
both: fathers and sons, alcohol 
abuse, the protagonist’s even-
tual descent into madness, but 
Bunny Munro struggles to fi nd a 
consistent, appropriate tone 
throughout most of the book. 
Only in the fi nal third, where the 
story takes a sudden and unspeak-
ably disturbing turn, does  Death 
truly fi nd its voice and drive it 
home.

Th ere are energetic video per-
formances of Cave reading ex-
cerpts from Bunny Munro on his 
website, and he is doing readings 
on an extensive worldwide book 
tour, most recently in Toronto 
and Ottawa. He is also releasing 
an unabridged audiobook, read 
by him and containing an original 
soundtrack with accompaniment 
from him and musical collabora-
tor Warren Ellis. 

Perhaps this is the best way to 
approach the work: as a perfor-
mance, focusing on the style and 
delivery, simply savouring in the 
wild tangents of his narrative 
prose in all of its uneven glory. 

And, of course, Avril Lavigne’s 
vagina.

Like its protagonist, Cave’s storytelling disturbed and uneven
D e a t h o f B u n n y M u n r o
b o o k r e v i e w

The Death of Bunny Munro is out now. For more 
information check out thedeathofbunnymunro.com

courtesy Faber & Faber
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Preston Haffey
Gauntlet Entertainment

Loose Moose Th eater has 
been entertaining Calgary 
since its formation in 1977. 

As well as hitting the local scene, the 
group has travelled across Canada 
and around the world, gaining re-
nown for innovation and excellence 
in improvisational comedy. Loose 
Moose will raise the bar in their 
unique genre even further when 
they host a 30-hour Impro Chal-
lenge featuring non-stop, sleep-
deprived improvisational thea-
ter which will certainly create some 
entertaining results.

“Th e improv challenge is some-
thing where we’re going to take 
about seven people and they’re go-
ing to be on stage for 30 hours at the 
theater,” says Josh Bertwistle, one of 
the performers. “And they’re going 
to improvise some improvise the-
ater for 30 hours in a row.”

At the 30-hour Challenge, the 

Loose Moose performers will pres-
ent their comedic talents in diff er-
ent and unique ways to keep the 
show fresh and exciting. Since it is 
30 hours, the Moosers are plumb-
ing the depth of their improv event 
knowledge. Th ey will be playing 
theatersports — designed to get 
the audience cheering and involved 
with the actual performances — as 
well as employing many other fa-
miliar formats used by the group. 
Th ey’re also using some specially 
designed formats just for the event.

“We’re going to start out with the 
two big shows, theatersports and 
maestro basically, and then about 
midnight there’s a midnight talk 
show,” says Bertwistle. “We have 
invited other improv groups in 
the city to come in [and perform]. 
Th ere’s a sexy hour really late at 
night, there’s a breakfast show from 
7–9 [Saturday morning and] there’s 
an aft er school special hour. So 
hopefully those diff erent formats 
inspire us.”

While trying to conjure the re-
laxed feel that Improvisational Th e-
ater is all about, the diff erent per-
formers will be put through some 

challenges to keep them on their 
toes and test their wakefullness. 

“Balancing on head, running, 
multiplication tables,” says Ber-
twistle. “Stuff  to test you physically, 
and psychologically, and mentally. 
Th e whole point of improv is to 
just be relaxed, it’s not about try-

30 hours of non-stop sleep-deprived fun
3 0 H o u r I m p r o
t h e a t r e i n t e r v i e w

ing to make jokes or be funny. You 
know when you’re sitting around 
with your friends and it’s late at 
night and you’re just bullshitting 
about whatever,” he continues. 
“Everyone is saying the best things 
and no one is trying too hard. 
Good stuff  comes from it.” 

Th e challenge off ers a rare chance 
to see the performers of the Loose 
Moose Th eater group at their best 
— or most sleep-deprived, as the 
case maybe. 

The performance starts at 6 p.m. Fri., Sept. 25th at 
the Loose Moose Theater. 

How long will Loose Moose Theatre’s high energy antics last? Find out at the 30 Hour Impro Challenge.

courtesy Josh Bertwhistle
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Andrew Williams
Gauntlet Entertainment

What would motivate an 
individual to trade the 
stability of practicing 

law for the uncertainty of produc-
ing independent Canadian fi lm? 
For Geo Takach, it was a passion 
for independent fi lm and a desire 
to contribute to the Canadian arts 
community by seeking out Alberta’s 
culture.

Takach’s aim has been to provoke 
discussion about how Albertans 
see themselves and how others see 
Albertans. Th is is demonstrated by 
his four year labour of love, Will Th e 
Real Alberta Please Stand Up?, a one 
hour documentary in which Takach 
travels cross-country from down-
town Vancouver to rural northern 
Newfoundland in search of Alberta’s 
identity.

“Th e image is that we’re just mav-
ericks that do what we want, with 
who we want, when we want, we’re 
rednecks, we’re all these fl aming re-
actionaries and just fi ercely, fi ercely 
conservative, we all eat cows, we all 
destroy the earth,” explains Takach. 
“I guess my thesis is: while there 
may be an element of truth to our 
stereotypes, they are just the tip of 
the grain elevator, and the real Al-
berta is just a lot more diverse, com-
plex and nuanced.”

It’s easy to see that Takach has a 
burning ambition to discover exact-
ly what it means to be Albertan, but 
that doesn’t mean it was an easy task. 

“I was reading a book as part 
of my research called Provinces, 

which has kind of a political sci-
ence orientation and the fellow 
was talking about all the myths 
and stories that defi ne each prov-
ince and he couldn’t come up with 
anything for Alberta, other than 
that it was a province unlike all the 
others, and I think people here like 
it that way,” he states. “Or at least, 
the image is that people here like it 
that way.” 

In order to explore this theme 
further, his documentary saw him 
interviewing a wide variety of 
people, from random citizens on 
the street to former Premier Ralph 
Klein, and loads in between. Within 
the myriad of diff erent characteris-
tics that defi ne Albertans, Takach 

Exploring Albertan identity 
T h e R e a l A l b e r t a
f i l m i n t e r v i e w

did fi nd some common threads,  
like “a huge and even excessive ap-
petite for life, a love of freedom and 
a fi erce drive to succeed.”

Despite all these similarities and 
diff erences, Takach wants to get 
people thinking.

“[Will Th e Real Alberta Please 
Stand Up?] provides a starting 
point for a discussion about a ques-
tion that I think really needs to be 
asked more than ever now, which 
is: who are we really as Albertans, 
and what do we really believe in. 
Do we believe in this caricature that 
is perpetuated by our own provin-
cial government for example, that 
speaks for some maybe, but cer-
tainly not for everybody?” 

Join Geo Takach for a free screen-
ing of his movie this Th ursday at 
the Glenbow Museum, followed by 
a guest panel with a question and 
answer period — a prime opportu-
nity to have your voice heard even if 
you’re not heading to the polls.

“Alberta’s electoral turnout is the 
lowest, possibly on record in the 
history of this country,” Takach ex-
plains. “Certainly in the elections 
since 1900, that I’m aware of, we 
score consistently the lowest. So 
there’s a great phenomenon that’s 
going on in Alberta where a large 
bunch of people are not being heard 
from.”
Will the Real Alberta Please Stand Up? plays at the 
Glebow Museum theatre Thur., Sept. 24 at 7 p.m.

Geo Takach, far right, is a University of Calgary doctoral student exploring Albertan identity in his 
fi lm Will The Real Alberta Please Stand Up?

courtesy Geo Takach
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Helloooo Autumn! The sun is shining, 
the leaves are falling and I have yet to 
bust out my winter jacket. Let’s face 
it, life is good. It’s the calm before the 
storm of midterms, papers and cold 
weather, so use this time wisely! Soak 
up those last few rays of sun and get 
ready to party hardy at the Gauntlet’s 
Oktoberfest Kabarett Friday, October 
2! While you prepare for this snazzy 
beer event, write a TLF! Bring your TLF 
to MSC 319 or e-mail them to tlfs@
thegauntlet.ca. All submissions must 
include your name, ID number, phone 
number and signature. Submissions 
judged to be racist, sexist, homopho-
bic or attacks of a personal nature will 
not be tolerated. 

On my fi rst day of Soci. lectures I met 
this hot chick. I held her hand and 
looked deeply into her eyes... and 
shook her hand and introduced my-
self.

– Big Brother Ironman
[Was she creepEd out?]

Would you rather have Sir Elton John 
drip hot candle wax all over your balls 
or have Sir Ian McKellen drop his balls 
all over your hot hard on?

– BRY-50N
[StarvEd]

Ms. Botany Professor, no. The water 
does not move to the right into the 
cell. The water stays stationary while 
the entire universe moves to the left.

– Picto

Fuck Campus Pro-Life. Who are they 
to tell a woman that she (and for that 
matter her partner) are not entitled to 
make their own decision.

– Tough Decision As Is 

“Amazing to say, I just got 14 elephants 
into my Honda civic”...hmm, factual 
statement I say, maybe you have an 
elephant sized blender?

– hsoc 401
[GrossEd out]

If you signed up for AMNESTY IN-
TERNATIONAL, but have not had a 
response, it’s probably because we 
couldn’t decipher your email address.

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL: First 
club meeting Monday, October 5 at 
4 pm in the Desdemona Room (Mac 
Hall).

Many people at the university have ex-
pressed the opinion that the Gauntlet 
comics aren’t very good. But I ask you, 
when was the last time the comics in 
larger newspapers made you literally 
laugh out loud?

– Almost never lols

FYI Boys: Wanting SEX and wanting 
to be in a committed relationship ARE 
NOT THE SAME THING. DON’T ask 
someone to be your girlfriend if all you 
want is SEX. Find a FUCK buddy.

[Miss.UsEd]

Rideshare! Looking for someone who 
wants to ride in comfort to school ev-
ery day and split the cost of parking. I 
leave at approx 7:00 – 7:20 AM from 
SW Calgary, Elbow Dr and Glenmore 
Tr area. Save the earth! For details 
email sharemyridecalgary@hotmail.
com.

T.L. Your sisters are still hot. But now 
you can use this to pick up girls.

– not Tristan
[TwistEd]

To the guy whose locker has a fake 
moustache, I love you. 
(Love sure does make you say strange 
things…).

– Christine
[StalkEd]

Hola! Looking to hang with latinos y 
latinas for social, email desespera-
do88@hotmail.com.

Dear Students’ Union, students are 
pissed. Either:
1)Get more microwaves, or
2)Get microwaves that work, or
3)Lower tuition so we can afford to buy 
food from vendors.

– A hungry, impatient student
[StarvEd]

FREE Outdoor Film Screening Friday, 
Sept 25; 8:30 PM - U of C Art Parkade. 
Presented by CSIF and TRUCK, a col-
lection of short fi lms about our city, 
your city and everything in between.    
www.csif.org/urbanity.

I told one of the pro-life mothers what 
a great job they were doing. Then I 
slapped one of their children with my 
ring-hand and ran.

– Mangry

Fall Concert - German Male Chorus of 
Calgary and Calgary Opera Emerging 
Artists Sunday, Sep. 27, 2:30 PM in 
Rozsa Centre at U of C. Tickets at door 
or through tspohr@shaw.ca.

I’ll spend the rest of my life drinkin’ 
Miller High Life
With all this beer in my mouth it makes 
it so hard to shout
My mom hates me — Ya!

[UnlovEd]

Yogi is missing his Boo.
[WantEd]

I’m sick of hearing about Darwin. No, 
not from the right wing anti-Darwins, 
but rather from the pro-Darwins. Dar-
win wasn’t that exceptional of a scien-
tist, but instead he’s talked about as 
if he was some sort of God (ironic...). 
Michael Faraday’s scientifi c career is 
much more impressive, for without 
him we wouldn’t have electricity. Of 
course, that’s just the tip of the ice-
berg. Look him up. But are there mov-
ies about Faraday? Can I buy a Faraday 
poster at the Mac Hall poster sale? I 
didn’t think so. People, if you’re going 
to worship a scientist, get your priori-
ties straightened out.

Fashion Tip: Leggings are NOT pants! 
Pants are pants. Leggings are to be 
worn under long shirts, dresses or 
skirts; not as pants. That is all fashion 
miscreants!
– Sergeant Pants; Fashion Crimes Divi-

sion
[BustEd]

Attention aspiring fi lmmakers, the Cal-
gary Society of Independent Filmmak-
ers’ Fall Workshop Schedule is here! 
Screenwriting, lighting, directing, edit-
ing and more! Visit us on the web at 
www.csif.org.

To not Tristan, my brother is dating 
T.L.’s sister. Watch your back ;-p

– The Lovemeister
[Don’t get sucker-punchEd]

Is it just me, or is there a new trainee at 
the campus Subway every day? They 
don’t even know how to toast… my 
beautiful sandwich…

Saddlepants eve 1 year anniversary, 
come one come all to remember this 
historical event @ shitty fountain near 
library.  Bring your own +0.5 gratis, 
Friday Sept. 25, 2009. SADDLE UP!!!!

New to Alberta or just fed up with it? 
Come to the FREE public screening 
of my new fi lm, “Will the Real Alberta 
Please Stand Up?” @ 7 pm on Thurs, 
Sep. 24 at the Glenbow Museum. All-
star panel + Q&A. At last, the truth be-
hind all the tall tales!

– Geo

Found four posters on Calgary Transit 
Bus. Email the title of all four to found-
posters@gmail.com to claim.

– Bus Rider
[LuckEd out]

Hey Jordyn, lady-jail is not all pillow 
fi ghts and perfume.
– From Andy to the Entertainment Edi-

tor
[MisinformEd]

Fetus’ are cuter than elephants... de-
pending on when you abort them.

[GenocidEd?]

To C.B. Stop acting like a little Bitch 
about your break up.
P.S. She’s winning.

– Everyone
[AnnoyEd]

To The Lovemeister, just cause there’s 
a goalie doesn’t mean you can’t score.

– not Tristan

WRITE TLFS WRITE TLFS WRITE TLFS 
WRITE TLFS WRITE TLFS WRITE TLFS 
WRITE TLFS WRITE TLFS WRITE TLFS 

– TLF Editor  <3
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Bean Folk

Charlie in College

By Matt 
McGuigan
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