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e d i t o r i a l

news opinions comics
Get the skinny on the GSA 
and CFS. Plus, an update on 
Harvey Weingarten’s pen-
sion and changes to Plan-It! 
News, page 4.

entertainment   Alberta Fashion Week is upon us and the Gauntlet’s team of reporters is there to 

bring you the most up-to-date coverage you can get without actually being there, pages 22 and 23.

What’s the deal with polar 
bears? Why are fi st bumps 
better than hand shakes? 
What’s a scenester? Find out.
Opinions, page 12.

With no Features and no 
photo spread this week, the 
Comics page makes the main 
list. I hear Horsedog is quite 
good this week, page 27.

c o n t e n t s

®

sports
The Dinos won another foot-
ball match this week, improv-
ing their record even more. 
How good are these folks?
Find out, page 17.
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TLFs is on page 21 for this issue. The Oktoberfest Kabarett was quite fun. Thanks to everyone who partied with us. Woo!

Unfortunately for students, 
post-secondary politics 
are no stranger to bureau-

cratic labyrinths. Th e University of 
Calgary’s Graduate Students’ As-
sociation’s ongoing eff orts to leave 
the Canadian Federation of Stu-
dents is a good demonstration of 
this.

Despite fi ling a petition with 
CFS last year, the GSA is back at 
Stage 1 in their eff orts to aban-
don the national lobby group. 
Part of the reason for this is 
the strictly regimented proce-
dure that student organizations 
must follow to remove themselves 
from the CFS roster.

It is understandable that a na-
tional group would require some 
formal way for its constituent or-
ganizations to leave. If it didn’t it 
would be severely impeded in its 
ability to function, as it could nev-
er be sure whom it was represent-
ing. Th is problem is accentuated 
by the nature of most students’ 
unions and associations, which 
change their leadership over from 
year to year. Lacking a fi rmly es-
tablished membership, CFS would 
be too unstable to properly carry 
out its mandate.

Yet there is a great diffi  culty 
when an organization clutches 
onto its membership too tightly. 
Even though some continuity 
must be established in order for 
the lobby to function, there must 

remain a simple way for its 
members to exit, if they so 
desire. Otherwise, they risk 
losing the legitimacy they 
need to represent their con-
stituents’ interests. Th ere is 
simply no way a national 
body can say it speaks for a 
group that would leave, if it 
could. 

It is instructive to look to 
the governing guidelines of 
both CFS and the Canadian 
Alliance of Student Asso-
ciations, the two national 
post-secondary education 
student lobby groups. Th e 
latter has a relatively sim-
ple mechanism for student 
groups to opt out: they are 
required to fi le a notice 12 
months prior stating their 
intention. CFS, on the other 
hand, imposes an onerous 
process that members must follow 
in order to leave, including a peti-
tion and a referendum. CFS has 90 
days to review the petition, aft er 
which the referendum is held be-
tween 60 and 90 days later. Given 
that referendums cannot be held 
between April 15 and Sept. 15 or 
between Dec. 15 and Jan. 15, and 
that the period in which CFS may 
respond and when the referen-
dum can be held may stretch up to 
nearly six months, there is a lim-
ited window in which to act.

Th e issue here fundamentally 

returns to the problematic single-
year terms of most students’ as-
sociation executives. Setting up 
such a diffi  cult way for student 
groups to exit the organization 
clearly damages its legitimacy. In 
a democratic society, a suppos-
edly representative group should 
be comprised solely of organiza-
tions that want to be members. 
Allowances must be made for the 
stability of the national organiza-
tion, but these should be restricted 
to the bare minimum necessary 
and a reasonable and simple pro-

cess for cessation of membership 
should be employed.

Agreements must be honoured 
and an organization should cer-
tainly not wantonly abandon 
their commitments, but if a care-
fully considered decision is made 
to leave a particular lobby group, 
there is absolutely no legitimate 
reason not to let that organization 
go freely. Such a position merely 
renders CFS illegitimate.

Cam Cotton-O’Brien
Editor-in-Chief

The great grad student escape
Refl ections on leaving the Canadian Federation of Students

R
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c a m p u s  q u i p sPop Quiz! What do you think CFS stands for?

“Crime Fighting 
Syndicate.”
– Aazil Lallany, 
second-year 
computer science

“Cow Faced 
Syndrome”
– Pete Klassen, 
second-year East 
Asian language 
studies

“Canadian Film 
School.”
– Aline Labrie 
second-year 
geology

“Calgary For Sale.”
– Stephanie Sfi kas, 
fi rst-year law and 
society

Interviews: Amy Badry, Photographs: Roman Auriti

Annalise Klingbeil
News Assistant

Students from 13 post-second-
ary institutions across Canada 
— including the University of 

Calgary — are in the process of cir-
culating petitions asking their peers 
if they wish to evaluate membership 
with Canada’s largest student lobby 
group, the Canadian Federation of 
Students.

Students organizing petitions 
allege a variety of problems with 
the CFS, including questionable fi -
nances, ineff ectiveness and vicious 
litigation. 

Th e CFS was formed in 1981 to 
provide students with an eff ective 
and united voice and today more 
than 80 university and college stu-
dents’ unions across Canada belong 
to the federation.

“Th e CFS is quite simply not an 
eff ective lobby group for a variety 
of reasons,” said Mike Horn, a peti-
tion organizer at Trent University. 

“Canadian universities host a di-
verse group of students, and the CFS 
is far too political to stand for every 
student.”

University of Guelph petition or-
ganizer Curtis Batuszkin said there 
are a number of reasons behind his 
school’s petition.

“The CFS has been lobbying for 
almost 30 years and in that time, 
tuition has tripled,” said Batusz-
kin. 

Batuszkin said most Guelph stu-
dents were infants when the school 
decided to join the CFS and now 

they deserve the right to choose if 
they want to remain a part of what 
he calls a “failed business.”

“Students have the right to 
choose who they think will best 
accomplish the goals of lowering 
tuition. . . . We have the right to 

choose who we want to represent 
us and what causes we want to 
support without having CFS law-
yers and multi-year untendered 
contracts forcing us what to think 
and how to accomplish our goals.”

Closer to home
Th e Graduate Students Associa-

tion at the U of C is circulating a 
petition which states, “We, the un-
dersigned, petition the National 
Executive of the Canadian Federa-
tion of Students to conduct a ref-
erendum on the issue of continued 

membership in the Canadian Fed-
eration of Students.”

President Veronique Dorais said 
the GSA is circulating the petition 
because they want an opportunity 
to re-evaluate their membership 
with the CFS.

“We have been man-
dated by our council to go 
forth with the petition be-
cause students want more 
information on the pros 
and cons of the CFS,” she 
said.

If U of C graduate stu-
dents do want to leave 
CFS, the petition is the 
fi rst step in what could be 

a potentially long road — and a 
road the GSA has been on before.

According to Dorais, the rela-
tionship with CFS is an issue dating 
back to 1999.

“Our relationship with CFS has 
come up in the past,” said Dorais.

Th e GSA started the petition 
process in 2008 and it ultimately 
proved to be unsuccessful. A peti-
tion was sent to CFS last year and no 
response was received until March 
or April, said Dorais.

When the CFS did respond they 
stated the GSA owed them money 

before CFS could acknowledge the 
petition.

Th e GSA decided to start the en-
tire process again this year, follow-
ing the CFS bylaws exactly.

“Instead of continuing on with 
[last year’s] petition where there 
could have been a possibility to 
invalidate some of the signatures 
because of graduating students, we 
decided to restart the petition this 
year,” said Matt Musson, the PhD 
student spearheading the petition 
at the U of C.

“Th e fi rst step is circulating a peti-
tion, it will then go to the CFS offi  ce, 
they will determine the validity of 
the petition, and whether or not they 
want to accept it, and then proceed 
with the referendum,” said Musson. 

In a 105-page bilingual constitu-
tion and bylaw booklet, which was 
amended November 2008, the CFS 
states that “a petition calling for a 
referendum shall be signed by no 
less than ten percent (10%) of the 
individual members of the member 
local association.” In the case of the 
GSA, that means approximately 600 
signatures.

According to Musson, the GSA 
has already reached the 10 per 
cent mark, but he is continuing to 

circulate the petition.
“We’re aiming for a lot more than 

10 per cent,” said Musson.
At both Guelph and Trent, peti-

tions have been signed and already 
delivered to the CFS offi  ce.

CFS bylaws state that within 90 
days of receiving the petition, CFS will 
review it to determine if it is in order 
and then, if it is, they will schedule a 
referendum that is not less than 60 
days and not more than 90 days fol-
lowing. As well, voting is not allowed 
to take place between April 15 and 
Sept. 15 or Dec. 15 and Jan. 15. 

“[Th e CFS’] bylaws are incredibly 
tight and incredibly strict, but it’s 
the only way to actually hear from 
them,” said Dorais.

Dorais said that despite being a 
long process, the road to re-eval-
uate membership with the CFS is 
worth the time and eff ort and is an 
issue that is on students’ minds.

“A lot of students come to talk to 
us about it, so it’s worth the time 
and eff ort,” she said.

Legal Hot water
Musson is prepared to follow 

the CFS’ rules exactly. In the past 
student groups that have tried to 
de-federate from CFS have found 
themselves in legal trouble.

According to a March 11, 2008, 
press release by the Kwantlen Uni-
versity College Student Associa-
tion, the CFS applied to the Supreme 
Court of B.C. for an injunction to 
stop the KSA referendum to leave 
CFS. Ultimately the CFS failed in 
court and the KSA went ahead with 
a referendum. An April 15, 2008, 
news release states that 56 per cent 
of Kwantlen students voted to re-
main a member of the CFS.

According to an article in Th e 
Peak, Simon Fraser University’s 
independent newspaper, the CFS 
sued the Students’ Union at Aca-
dia University following the union’s 

The great Canadian Federation of Students exodus
Graduate Students’ Association one of 13 organizations petitioning to leave national lobby group 

“The fact that there are 13 organizations across the country looking at leaving should raise alarm 
bells with everyone else involved with this organization,” said Matt Musson, a PhD student who is 
circulating a petition at the U of C to hold a referendum to leave the national student lobby group CFS.

See, Canadian Federation of 
Students, page 6

       There must be something that’s not work-
ing for enough student unions right now to feel 
that they are not being heard and this is their 
way of making a statement

 — Veronique Dorais, U of C Graduate Students’ Association president

“

Chris Pedersen/the Gauntlet
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Jeremy Zhao
Gauntlet News

What will Calgary look 
like in 60 years? Th at’s 
the question Calgary’s 

city council tried to answer last 
Monday when they unanimously 
voted in favour of Plan It, a combi-
nation of documents that will shape 
how Calgary will grow economical-
ly, socially and environmentally. All 
stakeholders were generally happy 
to see Plan It passed, but for various 
reasons.

Mary Axworthy, Director of 
Land Use Planning and Policy, was 
encouraged to see Plan It voted 
through and stated that “all mem-
bers [were] supportive.” 

She noted that while some were 
disappointed by certain amend-
ments, the most important thing 
was that this was a real shift  in ap-
proach for the city. 

Th e most contentious amend-
ment was to lower the density 
threshold from 70 residents per 
gross developable hectare to 60 res-
idents and jobs per hectare in new 
communities. Despite this change, 
Axworthy noted there will still be 
more intensifi cation in developed 
areas, and none of those goals were 
amended. 

Tom Howard, president of the Ur-
ban Calgary Students’ Association, 
had mixed feelings about Plan It. 

“On the one hand I’m cautious-
ly happy that Plan It was passed,” 
Howard said. “On the other hand, 
I’m very concerned with the prec-
edent this sets for future develop-
ment and future citizen participa-
tion in the planning process.”

Howard criticized council for 
holding a private meeting with key 
developers to lower density thresh-
olds as part of a compromise on 
Plan It. He thought it was “pretty di-
sastrous” and that “students [would 
be] disheartened by the process.” 

Grace Lui, senior development 
manager of Carma Developers, dis-
agreed with the assertion that this 

gave developers an advantage over 
other party stakeholders. 

“Th at particular meeting was no 
diff erent than the electorate meet-
ing with aldermen,” said Lui. 

She said that while industry is 
much happier with some of the 
changes, there were still reserva-
tions regarding Plan It’s implemen-
tation. One of them includes den-
sifi cation near corridors and major 
activity nodes in communities.

“I think it’s really good to have a 
vitality of activity centres and cor-
ridors,” Lui said. Developers were 
not adverse to the concept, she said, 
but goals such as complete streets 
are hard to achieve due to problems 
like heavy traffi  c. 

One of the biggest proponents of 
the plan was local advocacy group, 
the Better Calgary Campaign, but 
they have since pulled their support. 

Naheed Nenshi, a Mount Royal 
University professor and BCC vol-
unteer, said that there was “a very 
big problem” and it was a con-
tent issue that caused the group to 
pull its support. He noted that the 
closed door deal was unacceptable 
because city council and the devel-
opers “could have done it two years 
ago” if they wanted to.

Nenshi also pointed to the 

amendment as being “incredibly 
ambiguous.” He said the wording 
could allow developers to build 
communities with lower densities 
than existing communities. 

“We can’t build a primary transit 
network if there’s no density on the 
edges,” Nenshi said. 

Richard Priest, chief operating 
offi  cer of Apex Limited Partnership, 
had a diff erent opinion on Plan It. 
Priest pointed out that while de-
velopers didn’t get everything they 
wanted, the amendment was a good 
compromise. He noted that the 
density thresholds were still too 
prescriptive. 

Priest acknowledged that students 
did not want to live on the fringes 
of the city, but that developers still 
want to make a positive impact for 
the community and students.

“We are trying to make sure there 
is aff ordable housing,” Priest said.

Priest was one of the participants 
who met with Mayor Dave Bron-
connier and city council to discuss 
the amendment, and thought it was 
important that the developers had a 
voice at the table.

“We’re the guys that have to risk 
millions of dollars,” Priest said. “We 
are the main stakeholders.”

However, James Schwinn, presi-

dent of Aixecar Incorporated, 
argued that while mixed-use ur-
ban development is more com-
plicated, there is actually less risk 
involved. 

He also noted that the distribu-
tion of density was important. 

“When you loosen the bound-
ary conditions, you can radically 
change the outcome,” Schwinn said. 

Schwinn added that city council 
is not an expert on development, 
and the input of sociologists, com-
munity leaders and urban planners 
should be sought on top of that of 
developers.

Urban Development Institution 
executive director Michael Flynn 
was pleased with the fi nal version 
because it allowed for a business 
perspective. He said developers had 
a diff erent role to play because they 
had capital to consider.

Flynn was also happy that an 
implementation team will be cre-
ated to oversee Plan It. He noted 
the density threshold set was realis-
tic, and that single family units are 
still the most preferred and valuable 
product. 

Aldermen were generally content 
with the direction of Plan It. 

Ald. Joe Connelly said it was “a 

Plan It fi nally set to hit the streets
Some stakeholders pull support after closed door meeting, amendments

Many Plan It propenents are unhappy with the weakened density amendments to the document.

Rachelle Meeres
Gauntlet News

Do you worry about global warming? If so, 
you don’t posses a solitary sentiment. Th ank-
fully, though, ethics and policies are changing 
in response to Earth’s changing climate.

“Th e value system which drives our society 
permits the satisfaction of personal pleasure,” 

said University of Calgary geography profes-
sor Dianne Drapper. “Our system is so far 
removed from the reality of most. Maybe we 
could think diff erently about our choices.

“We need to make big changes in order to 
reduce the rate of change,” she said. “Th e prob-
lem is ongoing and will be for a long time.”

Drapper’s conviction that global climate 
change is a problem needing urgent attention 

is strongly supported by the Intergovernmen-
tal Panel on Climate Change. Drapper said 
she highly respects the work of the IPCC.

“Physical and biological systems on all con-
tinents and in most oceans are already being 
aff ected by recent climate changes, particu-
larly regional temperature increases,” states 
the IPCC’s latest report.

Th ere are many industrial sectors which re-

lease CO2 emissions to our atmosphere, but 
Drapper argued that, “air travel has a signifi -
cant impact.”

Air travellers are categorized into three dif-
ferent groups: business, pleasure and social 
aide. Th is system is used both by Drapper as 
well as in the March, 2008, issue of Th e New 
Internationalist, a social action magazine.

$50 billion - the amount of 
infrastructure that will be 

affected by Plan It
$11.2 billion - the amount of 
money saved if the original 

Plan It document was 
implemented

$6 million - the amount spent 
researching and developing 

Plan It
1.3 million - the number of 
people expected to become 

Calgarians over the next 
60–70 years

185,000 - the number of 
people the city can currently 

accommodate in single family 
and semi-detached homes 

$150,000 - cost per hectare 
gap between the direct costs 

of infrastructure and the 
recovery of those costs from 

developers
18,000 - the number of Calgar-
ians involved to create Plan It 
through imagineCalgary’s Plan 
For Long Range Urban Sustain-

ability
700 - number of written sub-

missions sent to city hall for or 
against Plan It

76 - original number of amend-
ments that would change 

Plan It on fi rst reading
60 - the number of residents 
and jobs per gross develop-

able hectare the city wants to 
achieve

15 - the number of city council 
votes in favour of Plan It   — 

unanimous
3 - number of days it took to 

debate the fi rst reading of 
Plan It

2 - number of years it took for 
Plan It to be consulted and 

presented to the public
Source Calgary.ca

The changing face of air travel in light of climate change
see plan it, page 7

Counting 
Plan It

Elton Gjata/the Gauntlet

see  air travel page 11
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Trevor Bacque
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University of Calgary President Harvey 
Weingarten secured his $4.5-million 
pension package with a “handshake 

deal” according to a government report.
Alberta’s Auditor General Fred Dunn’s an-

nual report states the handshake deal did not 
go into contract until February 1, 2008. 

Implications and risks for the university, 
according to the report, include continual 
over-compensation of senior executives, legal 
liability for disputed compensation agree-
ments and damage to its reputation, along 
with potentially dissuading executives to con-
sider the U of C as a career option.

Dunn said the U of C is an infl uential in-
stitution but said the anomaly of the verbal 
contract casts a poor refl ection on the post-
secondary institution.

“Six years to fi nalize something that should 
be done on the front end is unbelievable,” said 
Dunn in a phone interview.

Dunn openly questioned why university 
administration, the Board of Governors, fi -
nancial staff  and accountants were not ad-
vised during this time.

“We have no idea what that process looked 
like or how it was able to slip through the 
cracks,” said Students’ Union president Char-
lotte Kingston.

“Th at’s a real problem, there’s clearly no 

accountability and no transparency in the 
fi nancial processes that are happening at the 
Board of Governors level,” she said.

Because of the rotating nature of a board of 
governors, it is important for the terms and 
parameters of a contract to be clear, accord-
ing to Dunn.

“Th e president told us that he signed the 

contract knowing it did not include signifi -
cant benefi ts for him, on the basis that he had 
a ‘handshake’ deal with the university and 
that he trusted they would do the right thing,” 
read the report.

To Weingarten’s credit, he reportedly tried 
multiple times between 2003 and 2005 to re-
open the dialogue in regards to his employ-

ment contract but each time was thwarted 
by “inaction and unfulfi lled promises.” 

Th e 362-page document says the university 
is a provincially-funded corporation with a 
duty to disclose executive salaries, cash and 
non-cash benefi ts earned each year in its an-
nual fi nancial statements, in accordance with 
an Alberta Treasury Board directive.

Th e initial phase of Weingarten’s employ-
ment contract took two years to fi nalize, 
which happened in 2003, but failed to include 
pertinent details such as a pension term, 
which was decided upon fi ve years later.

Th e fi nalization of the contract was termed 
“highly unusual” by the auditor general’s report. 

Kingston called Dunn’s remarks fair.
With the university actively seeking a new 

commander-in-chief by January, Kingston 
felt the report could make the process more 
diffi  cult.

“We should be aware of what that means 
especially now that we’re looking to recruit a 
new president,” she said.

Weingarten’s pension, which he will begin 
receiving at age 65, will treat his 31.5 years 
in post-secondary education as if all were 
served at the U of C, instead of having his 
former employer, McMaster University, con-
tribute to the pension, a deal arranged when 
he was hired. 

With 14, the U of C has the highest number 
of outstanding recommendations by Dunn of 
any post-secondary institution in the province. 

President’s pension a ‘handshake’ deal
Auditor General’s report says continual over-compensation of senior executives a risk

The Auditor General said the length of time to fi nalize the deal was “unbelievable.”

departure from the national lobby 
group in 1996.

An April 5, 2007, story on Ma-
cleans.ca stated that Robyn Doo-
little, editor-in-chief at Ryerson 
University’s student newspaper Th e 
Eyeopener, received a letter from 
CFS-Ontario warning the paper not 
to include certain statements in an 
article or face legal action.

“We’re trying to follow their rules 
to the letter. Cross your Ts and dot 
your Is. Every single thing that is in 
their rules we are trying to adhere 
to. We don’t want to be sued, if we 
can avoid that at all costs that would 
be great,” said Musson.

Horn, from Trent, said he will 
welcome it if the CFS takes the stu-
dent association to court.

If they do take legal action it 

will confi rm the allegations against 
them, said Horn.

Guelph’s Batuszkin said he fi nds 
the CFS’ track record in regards to 
suing student associations worri-
some.

“Th ere is nothing more disgust-
ing than having the very same 
group that is trying to protect stu-
dents, sue students and do it with 
our own money,” said Batuszkin. 

“Th ere are hundreds of student 
articles talking about the disgusting 
track record of the CFS’ ligation ef-
forts against students or the media,” 
he said. 

“If the CFS was as vicious and 
Machiavellian with their lobbying 
as they are with suing their own 
constituents, we’d be paying $100 
a year to go to school.”

Student Association Support
At the U of C, the GSA is behind 

the petition; however, it’s a diff erent 
story at campuses across Canada.

At Trent, the Trent Central Stu-
dent Association has not yet taken 
an offi  cial stance on the issue of 
de-federation with the CFS and the 
petition remains strictly a student 
initiative.

At the University of Western On-
tario, a few students have begun 
circulating a petition, although the 
Society of Graduate Students is not 
involved.

Rick Telfer, the president of SOGS, 
said the society has been a proud 
member of the CFS and knows it is 
an eff ective organization.

“SOGS has been a proud member 
association of the Canadian Federa-

tion of Students for well over two 
decades. We are active participants 
in the Federation. We do not just 
believe that the Federation is eff ec-
tive — we know that the Federation 
is eff ective,” said Telfer. 

“Among countless other victories, 
the Federation won a national sys-
tem of grants for students, stopped 
tuition fee increases in numerous 
provinces, won greater government 
funding for post-secondary educa-
tion and secured more scholarship 
monies for graduate students.”

What’s next?
If the U of C GSA petition is 

deemed valid by the CFS the next 
step will be setting a referendum 
date. 

While student associations have 

in the past tried to leave the CFS, 
this appears to be the fi rst time so 
many have been circulating peti-
tions at the same time.

Both Musson and Dorais from 
the U of C said the number of 
students’ associations currently 
circulating petitions regarding 
membership with the CFS speaks 
volumes.

“Th e fact that there are 13 organi-
zations across the country looking 
at leaving should raise alarm bells 
with everyone else involved with 
this organization,” said Musson.

“Th ere must be something that’s 
not working for enough student 
unions right now to feel that they 
are not being heard and this is their 
way of making a statement,” said 
Dorais.

Canadian Federation of Students, continued from page 4

Katy Anderson/the Gauntlet
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While many Canadian stu-
dents enjoyed sunshine, 
beer and camping trips 

over the summer, things turned up-
side down for Honduras students. 
What happened? Does this aff ect 
Canada? What’s the situation like in 
Honduras?

 Th ese questions, and others re-
garding a variety of topics in the 
news, were piqued as students set-
tled into the new school year.

Enter the University of Calgary’s 
School of Public Policy, which aims 
not only to answer these questions, 
but create active solutions through 
education, analysis and discussion. 
One aspect of this is the free beer 
and pizza that draws students to the 
lectures held by the school through-
out the school year.

Stephen Randall, a U of C history 
professor and Institute for U.S. pol-
icy research director, addressed the 
Honduras situation at last Th urs-
day’s public policy talk. 

Randall described the 2001 Sum-
mit of the Americas, for which 
he was present, where the Inter-
American Democratic Charter was 
proposed; the charter was accepted 
by the Organization of American 
States on Sept. 11, 2001. 

Th e OAS agreed any participating 

government that transgressed the 
democratic principles within the 
charter should be suspended. Th is 
suspension, Randall said, is what 
essentially happened to Manuel Ze-
laya, the Honduran president. 

Yet it is hard to determine what 
Zelaya’s specifi c crime against the 
charter was, Randall continued. He 
wished to add a ballot to the elec-
tions that would allow the possibil-
ity to revise the Constitution, which 

is not unheard of in democratic 
countries, but the Honduras Su-
preme court, congress and military 
were opposed to this. 

Zelaya was detained and exiled 
by the military June 28, and con-
gress president Roberto Micheletti 
assumed the presidency. 

Zelaya is currently being housed 
in the Brazilian Embassy. Th e situa-
tion has resulted in political unrest 
in Honduras between Zelaya’s sup-

porters and the military.
Randall postulated the coup does 

not entirely leave our country unaf-
fected, even though Canada does 
no major trade with Honduras and 
interaction is mostly limited to hu-
manitarian aid.

“As the de facto government 
clamps down on civil liberties, 
the rights and safety of Honduran 
citizens is compromised,” he said. 
“Civil strife impacts forced migra-
tion; if the situation were to blow 
up there we’ll be inundated with 
refugee claims.

“Narcotics and arms traffi  cking 
by South American gangs is a na-
tional security concern recognized 
by the RCMP, which would lead to 
more intense screenings for immi-
grants,” he continued.

Still, Randall asserted Canada’s 
foremost interest in Honduras 
mainly rests on the two pillars of 
Canadian foreign policy: peace and 
security. 

“We have an interest in insuring 
that the democratic charter is en-
forced, we have an interest in the 
promotion of democracy in [the] 
Americas,” he concluded.

Th e next School of Public Policy 
talk, scheduled for Oct. 14th, features 
executive director Jack Mintz and is 
titled “Is Alberta Losing It’s Tax Ad-
vantage?” Admission is free for stu-
dents, but requires registration.

Examining the Honduran crisis
School of Public Policy aims to educate, create active solutions

U of C prof Stephen Randall gave a lecture over free beer and pizza.

pretty good plan at the end of the 
day.” 

He thought Plan It created a bipo-
lar council and was glad the mayor 
stepped in to make a compromise.

Connelly was quoted by the Cal-
gary Herald saying that Calgary did 
not have an urban sprawl problem, 
but a transportation problem. He 
pointed to Crowchlid Trail failing 
every rush hour, and said Calgar-
ians still want smaller cars or elec-
tric hybrids. 

“Plan It will not result in cheaper 
housing,” Connelly said, and elabo-
rated that students will want single 
family housing units in the future 
because it is stressful to raise a fam-
ily in a condominium. 

Ald. Druh Farrell was disappoint-
ed in the lower density thresholds, 
but thought it was a step forward 
and signifi ed a shift  for Calgary. 

Farrell said an urban lifestyle has 
more benefi ts, and believes students 
may not necessarily want to move 
into a single-family house. 

Brentwood resident and Civic-
Camp volunteer Cheri Macaulay 
thought Plan It had come a long way, 
noting that transit-oriented develop-
ment around her community, for ex-
ample, will benefi t both students and 
the general population.

“Change is not always easy in 
any established community, [but] 
the more they know [about it], the 
more they are willing to embrace it,” 
Macaulay said.

Th e results are in and the University of 
Calgary is the 148th best research organiza-
tion in the world. 

Th e U of C came in 148th out of 2,000 
ranked organizations according to the 2009 
SCImago Institutions Rankings World Re-
port, published by the SCImago Research 
Group.

Harvard University and Tokyo Daigaku 
were the leading universities. Amongst 
Canadian schools, the U of C placed sixth 
— behind the University of Toronto, 12th; 
University of British Columbia, 37th; McGill 
University, 61st; University of Alberta, 65th; 
and McMaster University, 110th. Th e Uni-

versity of Lethbridge was listed in 1,424th 
place. Th e University of Winnipeg was the 
lowest-ranked Canadian school at 1,960.

Th e SCImago Institutions Rankings are 
designed to analyze the quality, frequency 
and output of each institution’s research to 
assist organizations in assessing their perfor-
mance. Organizational rankings are based 
upon research output, levels of collabora-
tion, number of citations received of that or-
ganization’s research and the importance of 
the journals publishing their research. Rank-
ings were based upon research output from 
2003 to 2007.

..Ryan Pike

Plan It, cont’d 
from page 5

U of C nears top of list for research institutions

Andy Williams/the Gauntlet



8   O C T O B E R  0 8 . 0 9  G A U N T L E T  N E W S
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As thousands of  University 
of Calgary students prepare 
for the April faculty amal-

gamation — the faculties of social 
sciences, humanities, fi ne arts and 
communication and culture will be 
combined into a 7,000-student su-
per faculty — a group of students is 
making an eff ort to unite the four 
faculties. 

Th e fi rst meeting of the Faculty of 
the Arts Academic Club Council is 
Oct. 15.  Humanities faculty repre-
sentative Britney Luimes is excited 
about the new group. 

“It’ll be a small student commu-
nity before the big faculty starts up 
in April,” she said.

Th e new group is starting cour-
tesy of the four faculty reps that will 
be combined.

“Last spring is when the whole 
idea of the FAACC came up,” says 
Luimes. 

It’s not a new idea, Communica-
tion and Culture have had a clubs 
council for their faculty for some 
time now. 

Th e whole premise of the FAACC 

is to bring together and assists all 
of the clubs that are going to be un-
der the super faculty. Th eir target 
audience is representatives from 
the diff erent faculty clubs and any 
other students who are going to be 
in this super faculty. It will be an 
open forum where any issues that 
clubs or students are having can be 

discussed and where club represen-
tatives can work together, explained 
Luimes.

It will be a place where students 
can ask questions and will provide 
them a direct link to their faculty 
representatives. Many students 
don’t know how to get in touch with 
the representatives who can answer 

any questions they have about their 
faculty, especially concerning the 
amalgamation. 

“I think there is a lot of anxiety 
about the faculties amalgamating,” 
noted Luimes. 

She is hoping the students that do 
come to the meeting will get their 
questions about the amalgamation 

answered and then pass the infor-
mation along to others by word of 
mouth. 

Th e fi rst meeting will be quite in-
formal. 

“What we hope to accomplish 
at the fi rst meeting is to let people 
know why they’re [making the 
change],” said Luimes. 

Students will be able to get to 
know each other and then there 
will be an open forum type discus-
sion about the objectives and goals 
the council has.

One of the goals Luimes said the 
FAACC is working toward is getting a 
permanent space on campus for the 
clubs under the super faculty.  

She said that they were looking at 
trying to get a trailer, so the clubs 
have a space for an offi  ce. Not all of 
the faculty clubs have permanent 
offi  ces or even offi  ces at all, so this 
would be an improvement.  

Another goal is making the com-
munication fl ow between the fac-
ulties, clubs and representatives 
easier. 

Th e fi rst meeting is Oct. 15 in the 
MacEwan Student Centre Council 
Chambers from 4:30 to 5:30 p.m. 
and is open to anyone interested. 

Students prepare for faculty amalgamation

SU faculty reps for the four faculties that will be amalgamated April 1, from left, Jalisa Barnett, Chris 
Kalantzis, Lindsay Ogden and Britney Luimes, are aiming to unite students of the future super faculty.

STANDing up for Darfur
Th is past Friday students stood up for the 

dead at Broken City Social Club.
Th e event, hosted by campus club STAND, 

aimed to give a more personal look at the cri-
sis going on in Darfur.

“I think we’re a lot diff erent than other so-
cial advocacy groups on campus,” said Uni-
versity of Calgary STAND president Michelle 
Cheung. “It’s about coming up with new 
ideas of how to approach advocacy. We hold 
events that have music because I’m a huge 
fan of music, or it involves art because we’re 
all interested in art. It is a serious topic and 
we shouldn’t forget that but we can also have 
fun while raising awareness.” 

STAND Canada is a youth-based advocacy 
group started in 2005 and has chapters on-
several campuses across Canada. Th e organi-
zation is devoted to speaking out and acting 
against genocide all over the world, with a 
specifi c focus on the crisis in Darfur. 

With deaths in Darfur reaching 400,000 
the actual individual lives involved in the 
crisis can get lost. STAND has chosen to bring 
individuals and their stories to the forefront.

“We really feel this year because of the 
economy that Darfur has sort of fallen by the 
wayside and a lot of people have forgotten 
about the issues and the confl ict. We want to 
make sure that it is in people’s faces this year 
through our events,” said Cheung.

One of the main ways STAND encourages 
people to get involved is to simply pick up 
the phone and let the government know you 
want something to be done about Darfur. 
Th at sentiment is something they will pro-
moting at their events throughout the year. 

Cheung says the goal is to make people 
aware and get them involved in fi ghting for 
the people of Darfur, but also have fun at the 
same time. 

..Allison Drinnan

Adam Ostopowich/the Gauntlet
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The search is still on for the eighth 
president in the 42-year history of the 
University of Calgary.  With president 

Harvey Weingarten scheduled to retire this 
January aft er eight years at the U of C, the 
Presidential Advisory Search Committee has 
been tasked with recommending a new can-
didate.  

Th e PASC, established last year, has been 
consulting with stakeholders throughout the 
summer to determine the characteristics de-
sired in a new top executive.  “Ideally [we’d 
like to] select someone who is well respected 
in the academic community, in Calgary, as 
well as in the government community,” said 
Graduate Students’ Association president 
and PASC member Veronique Dorais. “Th ey 
should understand graduate and undergrad-
uate success.”  

But with only three months left  before 
Weingarten leaves, the chances of having a 
president at the institute for Jan. 1 are un-
likely. Dorais described the timeline as am-
bitious but says she has confi dence in the 
committee.  

“[We are] hoping to have someone for 
January, whether or not that happens is up 
to their fl exibility,” said the GSA president. 
“Summer for sure.”  

Flexibility is something that may be hard to 
come by. High-level executives are most of-
ten hired from across institutions, needing a 
certain amount of time to give notice to their 
current organization before they are available 
to start with a new employer and typically, the 
more prestigious the hire, the longer the no-
tice period.  

If a replacement cannot be found by Janu-
ary, an interim president will be appointed. 

“Th e interim hasn’t [yet] been decided,” 

explained Dorais. “Th e Board of Governors 
makes that decision.”  

Charlotte Kingston, the other student rep-
resentative on the committee and the Stu-
dents’ Union president, said that she’s opti-
mistic a replacement will be found within the 
timeline. 

“We aren’t currently looking at an interim,” 
said Kingston. “I’m hopeful we’ll fi nd some-
one by January, but that doesn’t mean that 
person will be standing here.”  

Th e fi rst phase of the search process, stake-
holder consultations, occurred this past 
spring and summer, helping to fi nalize the 
criteria for candidate assessment. 

Th e full list of criteria, which is available 
online at ucalgary.ca/presidential_search, in-
cludes: an established academic reputation; a 

commitment to the enhancement of teaching; 
a successful track record in fundraising from 
public and private sources and a willingness 
to place that activity high on the agenda; and 
demonstrated capabilities in sound fi nancial 
management.

 “I’m impressed with the level of consul-
tation,” said Kingston. “Th e committee [has 
been] receptive to feedback on behalf of stu-
dents so far.”  

Concurrently with the criteria formation, 
hired search consultants Ray & Berndtson 
Canada have been identifying and contact-
ing potential applicants recommended by the 
committee, through their own search process 
for qualifi ed candidates.  

If this sounds a bit like head-hunting, it’s 
because it is. In the increasingly corporate 

world of academics the best candidates are 
oft en already employed.  

“Th e school basically stole [Weingarten] 
from McMaster,” said Dorais, referring to his 
last position as vice-president academic and 
provost at McMaster University. “It’s a com-
petitive atmosphere, we are on the market the 
same time as several other schools.”  

Within the last year, several post-secondary 
institutions across the country have replaced 
their president, including the University of 
Northern British Columbia, the University of 
the Fraser Valley, the University of Western 
Ontario, Trent University and the University 
of New Brunswick.  

Once considered only the domain of quali-
fi ed post-secondary leaders, universities have 
started looking outside the academic realm. 
Th is past April Dominic Giroux became 
Laurentian University’s ninth president aft er 
serving in the Ontario government as as-
sistant deputy minister with the Ministry of 
Education and the Ministry of Training, Col-
leges and Universities.  

 On its website, Memorial University, 
which is also currently searching for a presi-
dent, said “university presidential searches 
both in Canada and abroad, normally take 
between six and 10 months to complete — 
that is, from the start of the search until the 
name of the successful candidate is made 
public. Th ere may also be some lag time re-
quired from when that name is made public 
to when the successful candidate is available 
to take up the position of president.”

 Th e Newfoundland-based university has 
been seeking a new president since May 2007.  

“It’s not going to be easy to fi nd someone,” 
said Dorais. “Th is is a crucial time in the 
U of C’s history. Harvey has done a lot for 
the school, building its reputation. He’s set a 
foundation for someone to take it to the next 
level.”

The search to fi ll Weingarten’s shoes
University stakeholders nail down desired characteristics, seek to fi ll space by January

Potential candidates for the U of C’s eighth president are under tight wraps. 
Chris Pedersen/the Gauntlet
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Former Mexican president Vi-
cente Fox spoke to students 
at the University of Calgary 

on Oct. 5. He is the fi rst guest in 
a series of events hosted by the 
UC International’s new speaker series. 
Th e goal of the program is to bring 
international awareness to campus.

During his speech Fox discussed 
Latin American history and the fu-
ture of world economics. He then 
tied these topics into the impor-
tance of leadership.

“We are all born leaders. We are 
leaders all of our lives. We are lead-
ers in any activity we choose.” 

He said hockey is an example of 
how kids learn to be leaders here. 

From a young age, kids who play 

hockey are taught the values of 
leadership, giving them experience. 
Leadership, said Fox, is an everyday 

mindset and process that develops 
throughout life.

Fox gave a small history lesson 
detailing Latin America’s past 100 
years, whilst weaving in the impor-
tance of leadership. 

Latin America has progressed 
from a dictatorship fi lled culture, to 
being one of democracy and equali-
ty, said Fox, insisting this is because 
of the leadership of citizens. 

By taking their lives into their 
own hands, they could provide for 
themselves and make progress in 
the world’s economy. 

NAFTA, said Fox, is the only way 
North America will be able to com-
pete in the future world economy. 
According to statistics that Fox 

quoted, by 2040, China will be the 
World’s largest economy, followed 
by the United States, Japan, Eng-
land and then Mexico. 

He insisted that we must work 
together as an economic block to 
survive in an increasingly volatile 
world climate. 

If we use our leadership skills and 
work together as responsible citi-
zens, we will be productive mem-
bers of society, he said.

Fox spoke to a group of students 
and faculty at the MacEwan Stu-
dents Centre. 

Aft er a 40-minute speech, at-
tendees were given the chance to 
ask the former Mexican president 
questions.

Former Mexican president talks leadership

Chris Pedersen/the Gauntlet

Former Mexican top boss Vicente Fox was on campus Tuesday.

Michael Ridley, chief information offi  cer and univer-
sity librarian, gave a presentation commemorating the 
10th anniversary of the Information Commons, a well-
known, well-organized, well-used technological resource 
centre for students founded in 1999. 

Following Ridley’s presentation Oct. 2, a panel of Uni-
versity of Calgary leaders held a Q and A session about 
“Th e 21st century learning environment.” 

Th e Information Commons off ers 24-hour access 
to over 245 computers, (175 of which are “full service,” 
meaning they include the complete spectrum of Mi-
crosoft  Offi  ce and email tools and access to the library’s 
online catalogues), six printing stations housing several 
printers, 10 rooms each designed for groups of six to 
eight and a veritable army of knowledgeable staff .

“Th e purpose of the Information Commons is to en-

hance learning,” said Ridley. “We discovered that univer-
sities had various resources for writing and research, but 
they were scattered all over the campus. Th e idea is to 
place all these resources in one place and provide stu-
dents with simple, easy access to them.” 

Ridley’s presentation dealt with the evolution of in-
formation commons, and the challenges and strategies 
of academic engagement within the shared space.

Among the panelists that attended the discussion was 
Th omas Hickerson, vice-provost of libraries and cultural 
resources and university librarian. 

“Th e focus has moved from discovering information 
in 1999 to choosing which information to incorporate 
into our knowledge and learning, and how to share it,” 
said Martin. 

..Ken Hunt

Evolution of Info Commons celebrated on 10th anniversary of student space



G A U N T L E T  N E W S  O C T O B E R  0 8 . 0 9   1 1

Annalise Klingbeil
News Assistant 

Two-hundred students par-
ticipated in actNOW, a day of 
action in the Calgary com-

munity which was meant to bridge 
together the Dalai Lama’s message 
of compassion with community en-
gagement.

Th e students were divided into 
17 teams and participated in vari-
ous volunteer projects throughout 
the city — everything from helping 
Habitat for Humanity build a house 
to working at a community garden 
at Fort Calgary.

Melanie Walker, special projects 
assistant for the engageNOW confer-
ence was touched by the students’ 
volunteer work. 

“It brought tears to my eyes.”
Walker said a goal of actNOW 

was for students to volunteer in the 
community and think about how to 
connect community engagement 
with their academic work.

“[Th e students] touched me in 
terms of the work that they did 
and how hard they worked and the 
thought process from beginning to 
end,” she said.

Sociology major Alycia Lauzon 
was the student leader at the Fort 
Calgary community garden where 
students spent the day harvesting 
vegetables to be used at non-profi t 
agencies.

Lauzon said she enjoyed the day, 

but found it interesting to consider 
how the work would have been 
completed, had her team not been 
there.

“It was crazy. Th ere was six of us 
and we worked all day. Just to think 
of how much time it would have 
taken the people that work there 
to do all the work we did . . . it was 
kind of amazing.”

Lauzon saw the Dalai Lama speak 
twice and said she enjoyed his mes-
sage and feels it is important that 
students get involved in volunteer-
ing.

“I think it’s important to give 
back,” said Lauzon. “You can learn 
a lot from volunteering. I think of-
ten the person volunteering gets 
more out of it than the person 
who’s being volunteered for.”

Walker said she hopes students 
who heard the Dalai Lama in per-
son, or online, can take values he 
spoke about such as compassion 
and self-confi dence, connect these 
values with their academic learning 
and volunteering, and ultimately 
realize why it is important to give 
back to their community.

Walker admitted it may be hard 
for students to fi nd time to volun-
teer, but said a lot can be taken away 
from volunteering. 

She even knows students who 
volunteer before and aft er-exams 
because it can be such a great stress-
reliever. 

“It’s so hard to fi nd time to sleep, 
let alone to volunteer,” she said, not-
ing volunteering prepares students 
for life aft er school.

Lama inspires day of action 

Katy Anderson/the Gauntlet

ActNOW aims to continue the spirit of the Dalai Lama’s message. 

“Th e segment that could be re-
duced is pleasure,” said Drapper, 
while, The New Internationalist 
went as far as to postulate that air 
travel for pleasure should be all but 
eradicated.

As for business, Drapper suggest-
ed that technological advancements 
such as the Internet and Skype 
should be able to signifi cantly re-
duce the necessity of air travel.

“It’s really important to maintain 
a high quality of life, without com-
promising our future generation’s 
opportunity for the same,” said 
Pembina Institute researcher and 
technical analyst Greg Powell.

A multiplier called the radiative 
forcing index is applied to emissions 
from air travel because the pollut-
ants emitted at high altitude create 
cloud cover and refl ect sunlight. 
While this may appear to be a good 
thing, keeping the incoming rays 
away from the earth, the negative ef-

fect is that they keep heat from being 
released back into the atmosphere, 
said Pembina analyst in corporate 
consulting Richard Wong.

Th e aviation industry is aware of 
the problem posed by high-altitude 
emissions and the International Air 
Travel Association has a plan to re-
duce the industry’s CO2 emissions. 
Th e plan will be presented at the 
UN’s climate change conference in 
Copenhagen this December. 

“We are calling on governments 
to adopt a global sectorial ap-
proach to reducing aviation emis-
sions,” said IATA assistant director 
of aviation environment, Quentin 
Browell.

Browell said that between 2008 
and 2009 there has been a 1.8 per 
cent reduction in carbon emissions 
from increased industrial effi  cien-
cies with 4.5 per cent coming from 
capacity cuts, largely because of the 
global economic recession.

Air travel, continued from page 5
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The hunt for polar bear sustainability

Sydney Stokoe
Gauntlet Opinions

It can’t be easy being a polar 
bear. When they aren’t busy 
losing their territory to cli-

mate change, they’re trying not to 
be one of the 176 bears killed in 
the annual polar bear hunt. Hunt-
ed bears are split between Baffi  n 
Bay and Greenland. 108 hunting 
permits are handed out in Canada, 
while Greenland distributes 68. 
Th e combined numbers have been 
deemed unsustainable by both 
government and environmental 
groups. Last year, the numbers 
were reviewed and a reduction in 
the hunting quota was suggested. 
It was subsequently ignored. 

Th e Nunavut government has 
asked that the Nunavut Wild-
life Management Board cut the 
number of bears in the Canadian 
portion of the hunt down to 64, 

the same number that was sug-
gested (and ignored) last year. 
Hunters aren’t keen on the idea 
that the animal they love to 
chase could be in serious trou-
ble, claiming that contrary to 
numbers shown in research, the 
polar bear population has actu-
ally risen in the Baffi  n Bay area. 
Th eir argument is based on the 
number of bears sighted by locals. 
Bear tracking research suggests 
otherwise. 

Why is it, then, that more bears 
are being spotted? In a nutshell, 
climate change. Polar bears have 
long inhabited the ice fl ows in the 
Baffi  n Bay area and, due to rising 
temperatures, these ice fl ows have 
been melting, leaving the bears 
with nowhere to go but the land. 
Th eir living space is quite liter-
ally vanishing beneath their furry 
paws. With such a massive reduc-
tion of territory, it seems obvious 
that bear sightings have become 
more frequent.

Hunters are less than pleased 
about their bear hunting prospects 

for the coming year. Th ere was a 
point in time when the hunt was a 
necessary part of life. Th ere was a 
point in time when all parts of the 
bear were used to support the daily 
lives of the northern people. How-

ever, in today’s society, is it really 
necessary? Cultural importance of 
the bear hunt only goes so far be-
fore it crosses into mistreatment of 
nature. Considering how recently 
the bears were on the endangered 

species list — less than four de-
cades ago — it wouldn’t take much 
for the scales to tip back. 

Since 1988, polar bear popula-
tions have dropped by 22 per cent 
in the Baffi  n Bay region. Given our 
current precarious environmental 
situation, it’s more important than 
ever that we allow for the success 
of such an important species. 

Th e Nunavut Wildlife Manage-
ment Board is contemplating three 
choices: they either set the quota 
at 64 bears, review the quota alto-
gether or put a moratorium on the 
entire hunt. Offi  cials are expected 
to reach a decision some time in 
the next week. 

 Being the top of the north-
ern food chain, a healthy bear 
population keeps the rest of the 
food chain in check. A dimin-
ished bear population would 
lead to a boom in the seal popu-
lation. A bigger seal population 
would, in eff ect, lead to more seals 
to club during the annual seal 
hunt. And quite honestly, that’s 
a big enough mess as it is.

Ken Hunt
Gauntlet Opinions

Canadians shed a frustrated tear 
when American businessman Jer-
ry Zucker took ownership of Th e 
Hudson’s Bay Company in 2006. He 
died abruptly two years later due to 

Hudson’s Curse which, allegedly, 
will not allow a non-Canadian to 
own the company. Because of Hud-
son’s vengeful spirit and the fact 
that the U.S. economy is now about 
as stable as a two-legged chair, the 
company may soon be back in Ca-
nadian hands where it belongs.

While New York-based private 
equity fi rm NDRC, which took 
over aft er Zucker in 2008, claims 
to have made improvements to 
the company and increased prof-
its, these came as a result of job 
cuts — as most “improvements” 
in corporate America do. Rich-

ard Baker, current president of 
NDRC, stated his “great hope is to 
return the Hudson’s Bay Company 
to the people of Canada through 
an initial public off ering, perhaps 
as early as the fi rst half of 2011.” 
Having no doubt endured numer-
ous unwelcome visits from Henry 

Reversing the curse of the Hudson’s Bay Company
Hudson’s angry ghost, as well as 
numerous unwelcome visits from 
angry stockholders, Baker’s deci-
sion comes as no surprise. 

As of yet, it hasn’t been decided 
how much of the company will go 
public, and Baker was quoted say-

see THE CURSE, pg. 16

So SU Me is provided by the Students’ Union and published without Gauntlet editorial revision.
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A plain t-shirt and pants — 
the perfect attire. Seem-
ingly not caring but at the 

same time enough to be consid-
ered fashionable. On the way to 
the concert I really did believe it 
was important to dress to impress.

It’s just aft er eight on a crisp Au-
gust night. As I enter the bar I am 
greeted by the musky scent of the 
previous evening’s alcohol. Th e 
dim atmosphere is brightened by a 
ragtag set of colour-changing stage 
lights worthy of the feeble concert 
I am about to witness. It seems ev-
ery aspiring garage band between 
the ages of 14 and 20 has assem-
bled to establish their foothold in 
Calgary’s music community. 

Th e night commences with a 
young band hailing from Red Deer 
who kick off  with a Phil Collins-
esque drum solo. Several bands 
later it is established that, with a 
few more guitar instructors, Cal-
gary would have a very potent mu-
sic scene. Dancing to a hearty ren-
dition of “All Th e Small Th ings,” 
I become suddenly aware that I 
am the only plain t-shirt wearing 
member of the audience. Some-
how I have become immersed in 
a sea of cardigans and v-necks, 
skinny jeans, glasses frames and 
the occasional sweatband. Reeling 
in confusion I check my ticket for 
some indication of a dress code. 
Nothing. Bewilderment con-
sumes me. I become lost among 
the lambent colors. Between the 
ka-chunk of offb  eat power chords, 
the lyrics of popular Canadian 
rock band the Constantines thun-
der through my ears. Hours later, 
walking home under the crepus-
cular sky those words still reso-
nate inside my head, “you are 
not your generation.”

In a culture obsessed with in-
dividuality it is peculiar that so 
many cardigans can be sported 
simultaneously at an open-ended 
public event. Upon further in-
vestigation it became clear that 
I had stumbled upon a conver-
gence of scenesters. To correctly 
understand a scenester a person 
must fi rst examine the argot of 

Of communism, jazz and cardigans

Roy Cotton-O’Brien
Fishing With Dynamite

the counter-culture. Many people 
would trace scenesters’ lineage to 
hippies in the 1960s, but in fact 
they emerged during the Second 
World War. 

At the height of the Jazz Age a 
breed of rambunctious musicians 
diverged from the social norm. 
Fast-paced improvisation accom-
panying a distinct style of dress 
and a radical new vocabulary 
exploded across America as the 
youth embraced nonconformity. 
Th is “bebop” movement quickly 
evolved with the changing world, 
from folk to psychedelia, glam 
metal to grunge, eventually creat-
ing the modern day scenesters. 

Many are unclear on what exact-
ly a scenester is. As a sect of non-
conformists, scenesters oppose 
popular culture. By embracing un-
derground music, fashion and fi lm, 
they have created a similar trend 
to Hunter S. Th ompson’s “freak 
power movement.” Although the 
modern day scenester is constant-
ly changing they are successful 
at maintaining their roots, cre-

ating a smorgasbord of fashions 
stretching from grunge to ultra-
pop. Th e idea of scenester is hard 
to isolate because it transcends a 
specifi c label, more clearly defi ned 
as lacking one. Opposition to the 
social norm has been around as 
long as society, however a speed 
bump to this concept has abruptly 
appeared. Th e idea of non-confor-
mity has become the idea of con-
forming to non-conformity. 

It is peculiar that a group of non-
conforming individuals could be so 
easily identifi ed in a dark concert 
hall and yet their matching sweat-
ers and fl uorescent headbands are 
diffi  cult to miss. Approaching this 
oddity from a logical perspective 
it is apparent that this phenome-
non must have a rational explana-
tion. Th ese conformers must have 
some sort of guide to scenester 
behaviour and dress — a com-
mon ground in which they can 
stay familiar with the most popu-
lar ways of being an individual. 
Th is trick of keeping with the cur-
rent trend is facilitated by a redun-

dancy: American Apparel.
Some self-proclaimed scenesters 

will hastily declare that a true 
scenester avoids American Appar-
el at all costs. Th ey will claim that 
it used to be cool until a fl ock of 
“posers” discovered it and the store 
was branded as a very un-scenester 
place to shop. Seen everywhere, this 
American Apparel-clothed horde 
is in fact a subgroup of the coun-
ter culture known as hipsters. 
Some claim that true scenesters 
navigated the masses to American 
Apparel, which in turn became fre-
quented by the prevalent customer 
branded as a hipster. I fi nd this 
opinion of no consequence; Vladi-
mir Lenin and an anonymous So-
viet farm worker both have incred-
ibly diff erent roles but ultimately 
both are communists.

Th e grey area of the scenesters’ 
relation to hipsters remains disput-
ed, but a subtle diff erence is clear. 
Although both may look alike, act 
alike and be found in each other’s 
company, the scenester has a dis-
tinct edge on a hipster. Th ey are 

cool. To the untrained eye the ac-
tion of wearing non-prescription 
glasses is simple but only a true 
scenester is able to do so while 
maintaining the essence of cool. 

With the ambiguity of the 
scenester established, the con-
cept of American Apparel must 
be addressed. Founded in 1989, 
American Apparel is built upon 
a cynical view of American pop-
culture. Created to oppose a so-
ciety driven by brand-name la-
bels and superfi ciality, it is a store 
created for the everyday person. 
Th rough sexually-charged ad 
campaigns and innovative designs 
American Apparel locations rap-
idly multiplied.

During its beginnings the fash-
ion culture was dominated by 
branding. Human beings were 
most clearly defi ned through their 
clothes. Clothing with specifi c 
company insignia quickly opened 
rift s in society. People were given 
insight into total strangers. By ex-
amining the relative price of cloth-
ing the economic status of the indi-
vidual could be inferred. Branding 
also allows for the ideals of a sub-
group to be expressed. A person’s 
outfi t may off er some elaboration 
of their general outlook. Immense-
ly overpriced clothing was pur-
chased in order to fi t into a specifi c 
cultural niche, rendering aesthetic 
value an outdated concept. 

To combat this trivialization 
of society a line of non-branded 
clothes emerged. Th e idea of judg-
ing people on who they are as a 
person rather than who they are as 
a mannequin caught fi re. Th e non-
conformist idealism of the ever-
existent counter-culture quickly 
fused with the trendy style of 
American Apparel. As in any mar-
ket, increased demand shot prices 
through the roof. Th is condition 
creates the irony that is American 
Apparel. Th e company that cre-
ated its own distinct subculture, 
aimed at escaping the labels of the 
other subcultures, manufactured a 
catch-22. To throw off  the chains 
of overpriced branding, people 
must buy overpriced plain cloth-
ing that labels them as conformers 
of individuality. Somehow, Ameri-
can Apparel has allowed the path 
of eccentricity to merge with the 
path of conformity. Perhaps the 
Constantines were mistaken — 
you really are your generation.

These conformers must have some sort of guide to 
scenester behaviour and dress — a common ground 
in which they can stay familiar with the most popular 
ways of being an individual.

Explaining hipsters, scenesters and 21st century life

Geoff MacIntosh/the Gauntlet
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T he fi st pound or fi rst 
bump is a gesture of greet-
ing that was popular a 

few years ago, but has re-emerged, 
and with good reason. Th e May-
or of Memphis, Myron Lowery,
got a lot of media attention for 
fi st bumping the Dalai Lama. 
His Holiness was there to ac-
cept an award from the National 
Civil Rights Museum of Memphis 
and was greeted with a “Hello 
Dalai” followed by him and the 
mayor “pounding it.” Some say 
the salutation was inappropriate, 
when in actuality what the mayor 
did was kickstart a motion that 
will benefi t all humanity.

He cites the swine fl u as one of 

the main reasons he thought the 
fi st pound was a better option 
than the standard hand shake. 
H1N1 is spread through bodily 
fl uid and the palms of your hands 
are home to all sorts goodies. If 
we eliminate hand-shaking the 
exchange of fl uids can be cut 
down drastically. Th is is just one 
reason, albeit a main one, that the 
fi st pound should make a come-
back.

What is lurking on another’s 
hand is unknown. Aside from the 
many diseases and bacteria that 
can unknowingly make it to your 
hand then to your mouth or eyes 
and into your body, there is also 
bodily contact. Th e handshake 
requires you to interlock limbs 
with someone else. Th eir or your 
hands could be cold or clammy or 
rough or hot or sweaty or a com-
bination. Nothing is worse than 
trying to discretely wipe someone 
else’s sweat off  your hands onto 

your pants while looking them in 
the eye and trying not to cringe. 

One other reason is the for-
mality of the handshake. It’s a 
given upon meeting to shake 
hands but aft er that it gets rath-
er confusing fi guring out for 

Pounding out an understanding of the fi st bump

who and when one should out-
stretch their arm. Th e fi st pound 
can be used with anyone all the 
time, no second guessing.

Th e fi rst pound is quick and 
painless. It can be done in passing, 
quickly tap knuckles and be on 

Savannah Hall
Gauntlet Opinions

your way. Th e handshake requires 
those involved to stop, turn to 
each other, reach out their hands 
and shake. It also runs the risk 
of varied degrees of pressure and 
force. Shaking hands with some-
one who crushes your hand, gives 
you limp hand or moves your 
hand/arm in such a fast and furi-
ous motion that your whole body 
shakes is not exactly desirable. 

With the fi st pound you can still 
hold stuff  in your hand. Running 
around campus holding books in 
one hand and a cell in the other 
is no worry when giving the fi st 
pound before going into class. Th e 
handshake requires you to try and 
juggle your books and cell around 
so you have a free hand. Th is can 
end in your precious items falling 
and you looking like a klutz.

Barack and Michelle Obama 
have been known to engage in a 
fi st pound. If the Obamas endorse 
it, then, yes, we can.
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The basics of sex are essen-
tially instinctual. But with 
a little bit of creativity and 

practice people can usually fi gure 
out the more complicated stuff , 
too. Unfortunately the contracep-
tive ideas some creative people 
come up with can be pretty ridicu-
lous. Sex myths may be hilarious, 
but when people believe them 
they can lead to some undesir-
able side eff ects. Babies, for exam-
ple. So we have dug up the truth 
about some of the better known 
and outrageous sex myths.

Myth: You can’t get pregnant 
during unprotected sex if the man 
pulls out before he ejaculates.

False! Even if the dude doesn’t 
ejaculate, sperm can still be pres-
ent in his pre-cum. And yes pre-
cum exists, too, it’s not something 
your third period CALM teacher 
made up to scare you. It’s the clear, 
sticky substance that is released 
when a guy is aroused. You’re also 
gambling that the guy has enough 
control to know exactly when he’s 
going to burst. It just takes one little 
sperm to ruin all your fun.

Myth: Wearing two condoms 
makes you safer! It’s like you’re 
200 per cent protected!

False! Condoms work because 
they provide a protective bar-
rier between your 
naughty bits and 
your partners 
naughty bits. 
Th ere is no reason 
to add in an extra 
condom. Using 
two causes more 
friction between 
the condoms than 
between your junk 
and a condom. 
Th is is caused 
because condoms 
don’t self lubricate like you do. Th e 
increased friction from the extra 
rubber makes both condoms more 
likely to break or fall off . If you’re 
worried about condom breakage 
don’t use two, grab some lube in-
stead, you can even get it in conve-
nient condom-sized packets!

Myth : You can’t get pregnant 
while having sex standing up, girl 

on top or the upside-down lotus.
False! As most physics majors 

will tell you, gravity revolves on a 
“what goes up must come down” 
set of principles. However, this 
does not mean that you won’t get 
pregnant just because you are rid-
ing bareback on top. Th at’s just silly. 
Sperm is still able to travel up the 
vaginal cavity to the uterus. If you 
have unprotected sex you can get 
pregnant, no matter how or where 
you do it. 

Myth: Peeing aft er sex washes 
out sperm and prevents pregnan-
cy. 

False! Urine exits the bladder 
through the urethra, which lies 
above the vaginal opening. Th ey are 
not the same tract. If you are peeing 
through your vaginal opening, see 
a doctor. A good one. Since sperm 
does not connect with the urethra, 
any sperm in the vagina won’t even 
get wet when you wee. 

Myth: Washing your genitals 
with Coke (or Pepsi at the U of C) 
aft er sex can kill sperm and thus 
prevent pregnancy.

Th e belief used to be that warm 
Coke, and especially Diet Coke, 
was an excellent spermicide. Di-
rectly following sex, the girl would 
take a warm bottle of Coke and 
shake it well. Once shaken, the tip 
and neck of the bottle would be 
inserted into the vagina and the 
carbonation would force the Coke 
upward into the vagina. It was 
thought that the carbonation and 
sugar would kill sperm. It will only 
cause a really bad infection.

Myth: If you 
have sex in wa-
ter (like a swim-
ming pool or 
shower) the 
chlorine will kill 
sperm and STIs.
False! While chlo-
rine in a pool can 
kill sperm and 
some germs, it is 
not concentrated 
enough to kill 
most bacteria or 

all the sperm. Th ere is the risk that 
during submerged sex, water can 
be forced into the cervix, providing 
a breeding ground for infections. 
Water is also a poor lubricant and 
can rinse away your natural secre-
tions. Th is makes it more likely that 
both partners can get micro-abra-
sions and tears in their equipment. 
Th ese tears are not just painful but 

create additional routes for nasty 
infections to get into your body. 
Save yourselves some hassle and if 
you must have sex in water, keep it 
in the shower and use lube.

Myth: If you ejaculate three 
times in a row then you’ve gotten 
rid of all of your sperm and can’t 
get someone pregnant.

While you could theoretically 
exhaust your supply of man batter, 
it would take a hell of a lot more 
than three spurts. Th e whole point 
of the male reproductive system is 
to make and deliver sperm, and by 
the time it runs out, you wouldn’t 
want to be having anymore sex 
anyway. Even if your loads are get-
ting smaller it still only takes one.

Sex myths can be crazy, fun to 
laugh about, and there are several 
more that we didn’t have space for 
here. So keep your brains turned 
on, even in the heat of the mo-
ment. Sexual safety is important 
to both the newbies and the se-
nior sexters. While the picture of 
a woman and a coke bottle is both 

Debunking myths of a sexual nature
No, splooshing your junk in Diet Coke will not prevent pregnancy

Ayla Musial and 
Rob Siewert

Campus Coitus

Chlorine in a 
pool is not 
concentrated 
enough to kill 
most bacteria 
or all the sperm.

hilarious and horrifying, keep in 
mind that in Amsterdam, women 
smoke cigars out of their vaginas 
and write sentences through pelvic 
thrusting and a strategically placed 

marker. If you have any equally 
intriguing stories, or just want to 
let us know your take on things, 
feel free to contact us through 
campuscoitus@hotmail.com.
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A look at the many problems with pesticides

It is always strange how, over a 
relatively short period of time, 
certain things are deemed 

necessary or important. Th is 
happens with both material pos-
sessions and things like appear-
ances. We construct an ideal and 
then, whether this ideal is actually 
good or even if it leads to nega-
tive consequences, we continue to 
uphold it. It is almost like we for-
get we created the so-called ideal 
and believe we have no choice in 
its continued propagation. At this 
point several things come to mind; 

consumerism, certainly, but in 
this case I mean dandelions.

Growing up, I loved dandelions. 
I was allowed to pick as many as 
I wanted, they were fun to make 
wishes on in the fall, you could co-
lour your knees yellow with them 
and we pretended that the white 
fl uid inside could heal scratches. 
Now, I still love them. Th ey bring 
colour to otherwise drab areas of 
the city, they provide food for bees 
early in the year, and — if they 
haven’t been sprayed — there are 
some really good dandelion recipes 
out there. My parents, on the other 
hand, would like to conform to the 
ideal of the immaculate lawn. We 
happen to have one of those “pes-
ticide free yard” signs on our front 
lawn, so we’re more than happy to 
spend time outside in the sunshine 

digging up the dandelions. Or, if 
we’re busy, let the few we have be. 
Th ere are some very good reasons 
to have one of those signs.

Picture this, you are out for a 
stroll in the park and see little kids 
playing in the grass — perhaps 
they have a puppy — and they are 
all romping and rolling and put-
ting things in their mouths. You 
turn the corner and notice a bright 
yellow rectangle at the start of the 
path. Pesticides are poison. Th ey 
put those signs up for a reason. 
More than once I have seen chil-
dren and people with their pets 
unaware of recent spraying in an 
area, and once I tell them they im-
mediately scoop up their precious 
cargo and keep them off  the grass. 
I oft en fi nd that areas are not 
marked well enough or that signs 
have fallen over. Th ere is particu-
lar concern if spraying is done 
next to yards with chain link fenc-
es, with vegetable gardens, when it 
is  windy or too close to water.

Pesticides aff ect more than their 
target animal or plant. Th ey de-
stroy the soil ecology, aff ect help-
ful bacteria and insects and are 
passed through the food chain 
into birds and mammals. On 
top of all this, dandelions don’t 
seem to care much that we are 
spraying them year aft er year, 
poisoning our soil and water. 
Th ere are still just as many dan-
delions as there were when I was 
younger, if not more. And they 
are heartier, too. Th ey use all 
sorts of diff erent chemicals to rid 
us of “unsightly” pests. Th is is 
why these pesticides are called 
cosmetic. Th ey are unnecessary 
and they should be banned. 

Numerous cities across Canada 

have stopped spraying cosmetic 
pesticides and Calgary is inch-
ing towards that wisdom, too. 
Unfortunately this makes cer-
tain companies very unhappy, so 
they pressure the government to 
continue with the status quo and 
weaken the coming bylaw. It also 
makes people who have been in-
grained with the idea of the ideal 
lawn (which takes far too much 
water anyways) and people main-
taining public property somewhat 
unhappy. Which is why I have to 
question the so-called ideal of the 
ideal lawn. As my good friends at 
the Coalition for a Healthy Cal-
gary would say, “dandelions don’t 
hurt people, pesticides do.”

We have reached another cru-

cial juncture here in Calgary, our 
politicians are going to make a de-
cision. Will they give us the bylaw 
that we deserve? Will they protect 
our children and pets, our health 
and our ecology? One certainly 
hopes so. Aldermen are consult-
ing their constituents, and some 
are looking to other stakeholders. 
Th is is important, this is about our 
city’s future. I, for one, will defi -
nitely take the little time it takes 
to make a couple phone calls to 
the city. Unless they hear it from 
us, there are several fence sitters 
who may side with those promot-
ing the toxic fantasy of the ideal 
lawn. When they do make their 
decision, I hope they know it’s not 
just about the dandelions.

ing, “we would still be involved 
and very active in the business.” 
Pretty ballsy thing to say, consid-
ering his soul lies in the balance. 

On the bright side, the compa-
ny did unveil its uniform design 
for the Vancouver 2010 Olym-
pic winter games last Th ursday 
and Baker apparently promised 
that if either the Canadian men’s 
or women’s hockey team takes 
home a gold medal, he’ll display 
the Canadian fl ag, team photos 
and team uniforms in the fl ag-
ship Lord and Taylor store on 
New York’s fi ft h avenue. A noble 
eff ort to appease Hudson, but it 
will not succeed. Maybe he’ll try 
marketing Olympic uniforms as a 

hot new clothing line. 
 Aft er dropping 700 of its beloved 

brands, which accounted for more 
than half the brands it carried, to 
make room for 150 new Ameri-
can brands, Th e Bay’s cultural 
enamel has been severely eroded. 
Th is kind of ruthless slaughter of 
a company’s tradition in the name 
of profi ts is exactly what Canadi-
ans feared would happen to Th e 
Bay. Baker even went so far as to 
criticize the store’s previous own-
ers for continuing to run things 
certain ways simply because that’s 
the way they had always been run. 
Well, if it ain’t broke, don’t try to 
fi x it. Th e Bay is North America’s 
oldest company and they’ve obvi-

ously been doing something right 
to have survived for 339 years. 

International business co-op-
eration is essential to keeping the 
world economy afl oat, but when 
a company’s ties to its country 
of origin and original market of 
consumers are thrown overboard 
in favour of profi t opportunities, 
not only do consumers lose their 
loyalty and faith in the company 
itself, but countries like Canada 
lose a chunk of their economies. 
Th ankfully, justice still exists, in 
a supernatural form. Just leave 
your Hudson’s Bay Company 
stocks at the Toronto exchange 
and back away slowly, Mr. Baker. 
It’s the only way to lift  the curse.

The Curse, continued from page 12
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In years past, the Dinos may 
have looked at the schedule 
and cringed aft er seeing their 

upcoming game against the Univer-
sity of Manitoba Bisons. Th e Bisons 
won the Vanier Cup in 2007 and 
compiled back-to-back 8–0 regular 
seasons in 2006 and 2007. Th ey also 
amassed an 18-game regular season 
winning streak during that time.

“My fi rst ever CIS game was 
against Manitoba,” says fi ft h-year 
defensive back Matt Grohn, refer-
ring to a week one tilt in Winnipeg 
in 2005. “We went out there and 
they laid it on us 51–10 and it was 
a pretty bad game and I remember 
it, so hopefully we can return the fa-
vour this week.”

Since the Bisons hoisted the Va-

nier Cup, the Dinos have turned 
the tide. First the Dinos ended the 
aforementioned 18-game winning 
streak last season at home with a 
37–17 victory. Th en they walked 
into Winnipeg and broke a streak of 
their own — 10 years without a win 
at the U of M — with a 25–18 vic-
tory on Oct. 18 last year.

Now the Dinos are looking 
downwards from the top with a 4–1 
record at a 2–2 Bisons squad fl oat-
ing in the middle-of-the-pack of the 
conference standings.

“It defi nitely feels good,” says 
Grohn. “I think a lot of the guys that 
were with the team when the score 
was on the other end, we don’t for-
get those scores.”

Recent success or not, Dinos head 
coach Blake Nill knows that the Bi-
sons are not to be taken lightly. As 
he points out, they are only two 

seasons removed from a national 
championship and they still boast 
players who have won it all before.

“I look at them still as one of the 
top programs in the conference, if not 
the country,” Nill says. “Th ey have the 
potential and the ability to turn it up 
to a notch that most programs can’t 
and we’re going to have to be ready 
to play perhaps our toughest football 
game of the year on Saturday.”

Th ough the Dinos have been 
racking up impressive victory mar-
gins — 24 points over the Univer-
sity of British Columbia Th under-
birds in Vancouver last week, 27 
points over the Simon Fraser Uni-
versity Clan at home the week be-
fore, 26 points over the University 
of Regina Rams in Regina the week 
before that — they have also been 
guilty of taking their foot off  the gas 
pedal and letting opponents pick up 

scores in the second half.
In their fi rst home game of the 

year, back-to-back touchdowns for 
the University of Alberta Golden 
Bears brought them within a fi eld 
goal in the fi nal minute of the fourth 
quarter. Two touchdowns for the 
Clan in the fourth made the score 
closer than it should have been in 
the Dinos second home game of 
the year. Th en last week, the Dinos 
allowed a 10-play, 108-yard touch-
down drive from the T-Birds in the 
fourth. Th ose kinds of eff orts won’t 
be acceptable against the Bisons.

“We’re going to have to be in a 
position where we are executing for 
60 minutes,” says Nill.

So far this year, the Dinos have 
the second best defence in the con-
ference, with a stingy rush defence 
(which has allowed only 85 yards per 
game, the least amount in Canada 

West), but a generous pass defence 
(which has allowed 277.6 yards per 
game, the most in Canada West).

“Teams always want to focus in 
and develop the run, but our front 
seven is doing such a great job this 
year, that they’re not getting yards,” 
explains Grohn.

He adds that though the second-
ary has to step up, as long as the team 
keeps winning that’s all that matters.

It hasn’t been a problem for a 
while for the Dinos to win at home. 
Th ey are currently on a 10-game 
winning streak at McMahon and 
besides, no one wants to be in Man-
itoba in the fall.

“We usually go to B.C. or we go out 
east to Winnipeg, so it’s nice to go out 
into B.C. this year instead of going 
out there,” says fi ft h-year linebacker 
Chase Moore. “It’s not a fun trip, it’s 
nice to get them at home for sure.”

Dinos set sights on 11th straight home win

Keegan Bursaw/the Ubyssey

Taking on the herd
The University of Manitoba Bi-
sons (2–2) come to McMahon 
Stadium on Saturday. Game 
time is 1 p.m.

Bisons:
Leading passer: Nathan 
Friesen 32–78, 433 yards, 
2 TDs, 6 INTs
Leading rusher: Matt Henry 
339 yards, 1 TD 
Leading receiver: Clancy 
Doiron 138 yards, 2 TDs

Last match-ups with the Dinos:
Oct. 18, 2008 @ Manitoba 
25–18 Dinos
Sept. 6, 2008 @ Calgary
37–17 Dinos
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Jon Roe
Sports Editor

New season. New coach. Fa-
miliar opponent.

Th e Dinos men’s hockey 
team kicks off  the season with a 
home-at-home with their north-
ern rival, the University of Alberta 
Golden Bears.

It’ll be a tough opening test for 
the Dinos, considering the Bears, 
though fi nishing third at last year’s 

CIS championships, have won eight 
of the last nine conference titles and 
three of the last fi ve national titles.

“You fi nd out where you stack 
up, immediately,” says Dinos head 
coach Mark Howell. “Th ere’s not 
going to be any false sense of se-
curity or anything like that. You’re 
going to know right away how your 
team’s going to do, your depth and 
your talent and where you stack up, 
for sure.”

Th e Dinos will have to measure 

up well if they are going to accom-
plish the loft y goal Howell says he 
has in mind for this team. He says 
that though a top-four fi nish and 
a playoff  spot would be acceptable, 
the team wants to shoot to be top-
two in the conference. Th at means 
either knocking off  the Bears, or 
the equally tough University of 
Saskatchewan Huskies, from their 
perch.

“Your start is really important, 
not just who you’re playing, just 
having a real good start,” says How-
ell. “You want to come out of the 
gate really well and build some con-
fi dence at the start of the season. In 
saying that, we can’t get ahead of 
ourselves too far. We know we have 
lots of work to do to change and 
adapt to how we want to play.”

Th ey’ve had a bit of time to im-
plement Howell’s system. Howell 
took over as head coach in June, 
and has had fi ve pre-season games 
to fi nd out what his team is made 
of. Th ough they dropped four of 
the fi ve, three of them were against 
tough NCAA Division I opponents 
Colorado College, Denver and Air 
Force, which they lost by competi-
tive scores of 4–2, 3–2 and 3–1 re-
spectively.

Howell says his team needs a bit 
of work on playing a good defensive 
system, but the trip helped the team.

“We learned a renewed sense of 
work ethic . . . and what’s required 

to play at a high level all the time,” 
says Howell. “It’s a real good test for 
our guys, to go down there. It was 
good to get together and know each 
other a little bit.”

Th ey may have needed it, with 
all new coaches, including assis-
tant coaches Brad Isbister and Cory 
Cross, both former NHLers, and 
seven new faces on the roster, in-
cluding four new d-men. Th e Dinos 
return Canada West top-10 scorers 
in Torrie Wheat and Brock Nixon, 
though, and fi ft h-year Jeff  Weber 
and Canada West all-freshman 
Dustin Butler in net.

For Howell at least, it’s been an 
easy adjustment.

“I’ve enjoyed it,” says Howell. “I 
think the transition’s been good. 
Administratively, there’s a lot of 
similarities [with coaching in ju-
nior] . . . On the academic side, 
making sure we stay on top of our 
guys and make sure their classes 
are in order — those are the diff er-
ences.”

Last year, the Dinos missed the 
playoff s by fi nishing last in the con-
ference. Th is year, the expectations 
are high, but it’s a long road to the 
playoff s and the Bears present the 
fi rst in a series of tests, including four 
of their fi rst six games on the road.

“It’s going to take some time,” says 
Howell. “We do wanna make sure 
our guys understand the urgency of 
the fi rst 10 games of the year.”

Hockeysaurs open season against Bears

The Bear necessities
The University of Alberta 
Golden Bears (2–0–0) take 
on the Dinos at Father David 
Bauer Arena Friday night at 
7 p.m. They play Saturday 
night in Edmonton.

Bears:
Top Scorers (through 2 GP):
Chad Klassen 3G 4A, 7 pts
Derek Ryan 2G 4A, 6 pts
Ian Barteaux 2G 1A, 3 pts

Conference games:
Oct. 2, 2009 @Alberta, versus 
the University of Regina Cougars
9–2 Bears
Oct. 3, 2009 @Alberta, versus 
the Cougars 5–3 Bears

Dinos:
Top Scorers (last season):
Torrie Wheat 12G 14A, 26 pts, 
26 GP
Brock Nixon 13G 12A, 25 pts, 
28 GP
Brett O’Malley 13G 7A, 20 pts
26 GP

Gauntlet fi le photo
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Chris Pedersen/the Gauntlet

Both the men’s and women’s Dinos soccer teams took on the University of Lethbridge Pronghorns 
in home-at-home action this past weekend. The women took both games from the Pronghorns and 
the men split the series, with each team winning a game at home. Both Dinos squads are within 
two points of a playoff position.
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Snow!!! Yes, the season for colourful 
tuques and oh-so-trendy Ugg boots 
has arrived, but with that comes re-
sponsibility. How best do you wear 
such simple accessories as hats and 
boots? Channel your inner fashioni-
sta and send in a TLF! Bring your TLF 
to MSC 319 or e-mail them to tlfs@
thegauntlet.ca. All submissions must 
include your name, ID number, phone 
number and signature. Submissions 
judged to be racist, sexist, homopho-
bic or attacks of a personal nature will 
not be tolerated.

To the fi ery fraulein from the Okto-
berfest ad, who I assume works for 
the Gauntlet in some capacity: You 
tried to sell me a ticket to the trimedia 
cab, but I resisted, insisting on paying 
at the door. Well, with much regret I 
missed the cab, and so I’ll continue 
to enjoy my Kolsch from a dixie cup. 
Most regrettable of all though, I fear I 
may have missed my only opportunity 
to take your hand in the Schuplattler 
dance. Auf wiedersehen.

– Sockeye
[Message forwardEd]

Would you like to be published? NoD 
Magazine exists to publish U of C stu-
dents. We accept any and all creative 
works. Please send your Poetry, Prose 
and Visual Art to nodmagazine@gmail.
com before October 31.

I overheard that you’re having relation-
ship troubles. May I suggest that you 
ditch that useless man of yours and go 
for me instead? What’s that you say? 
That it’s none of my business? Then 
how come I had to fucking hear about 
it throughout the entire class!!!?

– Shut the fuck up!!!
[Green eyEd monster]

Dear T.J.,
Montreal sucks. Oh, and I will beat you 
at pool one of these days... you just 
wait and see (you might have to give 
me a 6 ball lead though).

– B

To Qed:
“I Will Follow You Into the Dark” 

– Death Cab
But then you wanted to “Call It Off” 

– Tegan and Sara
At least now I can “Breathe” 

– Taylor Swift
[ImpressEd]

YEP SPEAKER EVENT: Max Cope-
land presents “Next Generation Bio-
fuel” Wednesday, October 14th. Doors 
open at 5:30 PM, speaker starts at 
6 PM. Socializing and Networking at 
7 – 8 PM at Ceili’s Irish Pub (803- 8th 
Ave SW, Calgary). Event is free for 
members $5 for non-members. A life-
time YEP Membership is $30 and can 
be purchased at the door.

I like chemistry, but I hate the chem-
istry department. My lab assignment 
requires me to know stuff we haven’t 
even come close to covering in lec-
ture. I’m supposed to look it up in 
the textbook, effectively teaching it to 
myself. Of course, the way concepts 
build upon each other requires me 
to dig through several chapters of in-
formation. If I wanted to teach myself 
chemistry, I wouldn’t be paying $600 
for course tuition.

[Not always gonna be spoon fEd]

To my little sister:
Wait, they have souls?
Sincerely, BB

When I was your age Pluto was still a 
planet!

[OpinionatEd]

Life lessons from a drafting lecture: 
Mistakes aren’t bad things; they just 
bring you to the next chapter of what 
you’re about to learn.

– Not a Drama major 

Have I mentioned how much I despise 
that “I am a girl with a fl oppy tuque on 
the back half of my head” look? They 
look like gay gnomes.

Some people never go crazy, What 
truly horrible lives they must live.

– Charles Bukowski

Girls, Uggs have their place. It is not 
at the bottom of a pair of tight skinny 
jeans or leggings — you look like big-
foot. Save them for sweatpant casual 
wear or for slippers.

[Well informEd]

What’s up with this weather?
I bet Mother Nature thinks she’s clever!
She has nothing better to do, 
Than try and confuse me and you.
A jacket, a sweater or maybe some-
thing better?
Nah, I’ll just wear TNA pants, a Lulule-
mon hoodie and Uggs.

– Andy Williams

Magnet!
I miss your crazy cavewoman days of 
tacking on buffalo pictures to my door. 
I miss our joint pierogi and dance party 
obsession. I miss hearing “Show Me 
The Money” blasting next door. WAH-
HHH... But wait, guess what? I’m com-
ing for a visit this Friday! And even 
better... I’m coming out for Halloween! 
Oh by the way... you know those ‘tives 
you were gonna get in with? I met one 
;)

– Love, Casper
[ReunitEd]

Univesity, I don’t want to make money. 
I just want to be wonderful. Love, M.M.   

Someone once said it’s the good girls 
who keep diaries. The bad girls never 
have the time. Me... I just wanna live 
a life I’m gonna remember. Even if I 
don’t write it down.

– SWAK

Frustrated with midterms and papers? 
Mosey on in to That Empty Space and 
join the drum circle! I recommend 
Wednesdays :)

Fact-o’ the week:
Moray eels have pharyngeal jaws, just 
like the aliens from the movie Alien.

– Isaac the Science Genie

It’s not like I like you... I just wanna be 
with you when you’re standing next to 
me.

[UndecidEd]

TLF — Of the people, for the people, 
by the people. What an easy and anon-
ymous way to throw in your two cents 
about... anything! Be a part of the most 
read section of the paper!

WRITE TLFS WRITE TLFS WRITE TLFS 
WRITE TLFS WRITE TLFS WRITE TLFS 
WRITE TLFS WRITE TLFS WRITE TLFS 
WRITE TLFS WRITE TLFS WRITE TLFS 
WRITE TLFS WRITE TLFS WRITE TLFS

– TLF Editor  <3
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Name: Nicholette Freele

Occupation: Designer Liaison for 
Alberta Fashion Week

Hometown: Calgary, AB

G: What does a designer liaison 
do?

NF: I handle any concerns or 
questions the designers have. 
Sometimes they’ll spring things 
on you like, “Oh, I actually have 
14 models.” It can be frustrating.

G: Where does your love for 
fashion come from?

NF: As a kid, I watched Fashion 
File and read Vogue with my mom. 
I worked at [the clothing brand] 
BCBG when I was 17.

G: Compared to other interna-
tional fashion shows, how does 
Alberta Fashion Week stack up?

NF: I think that it’s been seamless 
and on par with Milan, Paris and 
New York Fashion weeks.

G: How did the idea for Alberta 
Fashion Week come to be?

NF: David [Politi, Alberta Fash-
ion Week head organizer] used 
to do guerrilla fashion shows 
around Calgary. 
I was asking him what happened 
to [the now defunct] Calgary 
Fashion Week and just said, 
“Why not do Alberta Fashion 
Week?” So we did. 
That was in March and it wasn’t 
a lot of time to get things to-
gether. 

ALBERTA FASHION WEEK, WEEK ONE
Even nightmares won't prevent the fashion from coming forward this week

Name: Camille Prins

Occupation: Designer

Label: Dutch Blonde

Age: 28

Hometown: Calgary

G: How did you get into fashion?

CP: I used to go to the [University 
of Calgary]. I was enrolled in busi-
ness and I would just sit in my classes 
sketching. So I transferred to George 
Brown college in Toronto and took 
fashion design. I live in Toronto now.

G: What kind of exposure have you 
gotten so far?

CP: I was on season two of Project 
Runway with [Calgary designer] Ad-

ejoke Taiwo. We were roommates. I 
also worked in London, backstage at 
shows for a label called Customer’s 
Own Property.

G: Any last minute jitters?

CP: It’s funny that you asked that! 
Last night I had a nightmare that my 
driver dropped me off  at my show 
and drove away with my designs. I 
only had three dresses and I just . . . 
couldn’t move my arms and legs. But 
I’ve been really focused today, no 
messing around.

G: Where should we go to see more 
of your designs?

CP: You can see my designs on my 
website, dutchblonde.ca. My Fall/
Winter ’09 designs will be sold at 
the Alberta Fashion Week trunk 
sales.

Interviews by Adriana Sveen, photos by Angela Larsen

Name: Alizee Paradis

Occupation: Model

Age: 22

G: What was the casting call for 
Alberta Fashion week like?

AP: Th ere were lots of girls there. 
About half were signed to agen-

cies, and half were unsigned. I am 
unsigned. I have an agent but I am 
looking for a company to sign with.

G: What was the atmosphere 
backstage like?

AP: It was really laid back and 
friendly. Everyone was sharing 
shoes because we were the same 
size. But there were very few breaks 

because we want everything to look 
seamless on the runway.

G: Was this your fi rst runway 
show?

AP: No, I just walked in New York 
fashion week last week. I was 
amazed at how good Alberta Fash-
ion Week has been so far, compared 
to New York.
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Katy Anderson
News Editor 

Under the guise of promot-
ing their show, Keys to the 
VIP, two men wearing too 

much hair product and two bald 
dudes spread out across the country 
promoting the allegedly delicious 
new Wingstreet Pizza Hut chicken 
wings. 

Keys to the VIP is a reality comedy 
show featuring a group of four pan-
elists colour commentating on com-
petitions between so-called “players.” 

Keys to the VIP guys talk chicks ’n’ wings
Th e show is structured into three 
challenges, which have in the past in-
cluded getting a girl’s phone number 
by fi rst convincing her she reminds 
you of your mother and admitting 
you have an intense foot fetish.

Th e panelists, who represent 
the self-described “four corners 
of the male psyche,” include “all-
star jock” Peachez, the “hopeless 
romantic” Chris Greidanus, the 
“cold, calculated” Alen Bubich and 
the “mysterious” Sheldon. Th e lat-
ter two headed west to talk shop 
and promote the Ultimate Wing-

man contest with Pizza Hut. 
Aft er a “rough” night out at Mel-

rose, Tantra and the Roadhouse 
defending their honour from un-
abashed Calgary girls who were try-
ing to outdrink them — “I felt like 
I came to a gunfi ght with a knife,” 
says Bubich — the creators of “the 
fi rst professional league for players,” 
met this reporter for a midday beer 
in the Den.

While I was curious if the pan-
elists ever got into trouble with 
ladies who felt the show was an 
unabashed celebration of chauvin-

ism, Bubich assures me they hadn’t 
run into any “femanazis” yet. 

“It’s not actually not a show about 
women, it’s a show about men, if 
you think about it, the real humour 
and comedy comes from these guys 
failing,” says Bubich. “I mean the 
women are the bit players in this.”

Th e premise for the show 
spawned from Bubich and Shel-
don’s adventures at Guelph Univer-
sity where the two lived together.

“We were in a constant competi-
tion,” says Bubich, who graduated 
with an honours degree in com-
puter science. “Some of the stuff  
that we were doing at the time was 
ridiculous.” 

“People loved watching it, we’d get 
a little crowd at the bar and they’d 
observe and laugh,” says Sheldon.

Th e pair then teamed with Pea-
chez, also a friend from Guelph, 
raised $60,000, hired a director and 
crew and shot their pilot episode. 

“Th at whole process was some of 
the most fun we had,” says Bubich.

Sheldon, a varsity soccer player 
who graduated from Guelph with 
an honours arts degree and went 
on to get an education degree, says 
university is a great place to learn 
how to meet people. 

“It’s the best place to learn game 
because you’re actually in sort of an 
isolated environment, all living the 
same experiences,” he says. “Th ey’re 
just so many single available women.”

Although the show takes place in 
nightclubs, Bubich says “our whole 
world is being played out.”

“As soon as you walk into a 
club you know what’s happening. 
Women are there to be seduced 
and judged, while men are there to 
pander, to beg.”

Fool proof 

plays:

Slay the dragon:
Entertain the target’s friend to 
ensure he gets the number.
Fall on the grenade:
Sometimes you have to spend 
time with a boring girl to help 
your friend.
Th e truck:
Tell everyone within earshot how 
much you’d “step in front of a 
truck”  for your buddy.

Know when to:

Big up your buddy.
Don’t steal the show.
Have no shame.

Wingman Prep:

Look good — shower, shave and 
brush your teeth.
Be prepared.
Don’t be a downer.
Do not settle for any wingman.  

Never forget:

To thank your wingman.
Return the favour.

Secret weapon:

Th e Wingwoman.
For more info on winning over babes and to Enter “The 

Ultimate Wingman” contest, visit wingstreet.ca.

Tips on how 

not to get 

shot down like 

Goose from Top 

Gun
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Fagan touches up Jacob Two-Two 
C a r y F a g a n
a u t h o r i n t e r v i e w

Wordy wanderings come a-callin’

Jordyn Marcellus
Entertainment Editor

The written and spoken word has a 
strong history in Calgary. Th e city hosts 
two of the medium’s biggest festivals, 

Wordfest and the Calgary International Spoken 
Word Festival. Calgarian Craig Davidson — a 
man who sacrifi ced his own body twice for his 
2007 novel Th e Fighter by taking a full steroid 
cycle during research and then being defeated 
in a boxing match during publicity for the same 
book — is a rising star who has been compared 
to alt-lit writer Chuck Palahniuk. 

With this year’s exciting lineup, which in-
cludes strong young voices like poet Zoe Whit-
tall, graphic novelists like the pseudonony-

mous Seth and local writers like Davidson, 
Wordfest off ers opportunities for Calgarians 
to witness a wide range of artists showcase the 
art of wordsmithing. 

“We always aim to bring the very best cali-
bre of writers to Calgary and Banff  and a broad 
program that will appeal to our community 
and a broad audience,” says festival director 
Anne Green. “It’s certainly not a festival aimed 
to the literati in its outreach. Our outreach is 
to the entire community, and if you look at the 
program it’s a very populist program.” 

Th e festival, entering its 14th year, has been 
directed by Green since its inception in 1996. 
Founded by a group of organizations including 
the Calgary Public Library, then-Mount Royal 
College, the Writers Guild of Alberta and the 
Banff  Centre, the festival has gained traction 
every year it’s been around.

“We all went into [it] not knowing what the 
end result was going to be, whether or not it 

would be a one-off  or what it would be,” says 
Green. “Next year will be our 15th anniversa-
ry, so there you go — it’s grown from one little 
event into one of North America’s premier lit-
erary events.”

One thing that Wordfest organizers try to do, 
with a great deal of success, is make their festi-
val accessible to all Calgarians. Th e festival fea-
tures diverse 
programming 
across the city, 
including a 
free Wednes-
day, Septem-
ber 13 workshop with budding young writers 
like Whittall in the Rozsa Centre. 

“For many years we’ve tried to broaden 
[our programming],” says Green. “We work a 
lot with writers who are extending their plat-
forms. We work with performance artists, 
writers who work with musicians — Kris De-

meanor is playing, [and so is] Roland Pember-
ton [rapper Cadence Weapon] . . . What we try 
to do is include a refl ection of what’s going on 
in the world.”

University students get a really good deal 
too: with a student ID in hand, tickets for 
events over $10 are half-off . 

“We try to make the festival as accessible as 

possible,” says Green. “Th ere’s a number of free 
events also. Several events are directed to writ-
ers and those who are interested into getting 
into the writing trade.”

W o r d f e s t
f e s t i v a l i n t e r v i e w

Wordfest kicks off Tues., Oct. 13. Check out wordfest.com for more 
information about events and ticket prices.

      try to make the festival as accessible 
as possible.   — Anne Green, Wordfest director.

Cary Fagan will be at the Glenbow Museum Wed., 
Oct. 14 at 12:30 p.m. 

Cam Cotton-O’Brien
Editor-in-Chief

Cary Fagan spent a decade unable 
to publish a book. Th en he published 
three in one year.

Since that initial blitz, the Toronto-
based author has penned a plethora of 
children’s and adult fi ction, including 
the recently released continuation of 
Mordecai Richler’s Jacob Two-Two 
series.

Fagan notes that writing Jacob Two-
Two on the High Seas presented some 
unique challenges. 

“Th e others, of course, were writ-
ten by Mordecai Richler and I wanted 
a kid reading to think he or she was 
reading another Jacob Two-Two sto-
ry, not think, ‘Oh, this was written by 
a diff erent writer,’ ”  explains Fagan. 
“At the same time, I wanted it to be a 
good story and the only way it could 
be a good story was if I really made it 
my own.”

Th e 2007 Wordfest alum says that, 
though he felt some pressure at the 

outset of working on the book, he 
overcame this aft er a draft  or two. 
He started to have more fun with the 
book, inserting his own style of hu-
mour and writing it in the same fash-
ion as his other works. 

Th ese other works comprise a long 
list, amongst which rests Gogol’s Coat, 
a children’s book based on Nikolai 
Gogol’s crushing story Th e Overcoat 
— the same story credited with inspir-
ing no less an author than Dostoevsky. 

Th ough he is coming to Wordfest 
primarily to discuss his children’s 
work, Fagan also writes adult fi ction. 
Cormorant Press in Toronto recently 
released his fi ft h adult novel, Valen-
tine’s Fall.

“I’ve been working on it on and off  
for about 10 years, so I’m pretty glad 
to have it out there,” says Fagan.

Fall, originally set entirely during 
the characters’ high school years, un-
derwent a transformation aft er Fagan 
had worked on it for a couple of years. 
Aft er completing some children’s 
books and another novel, Fall was re-
written, with Fagan deciding that the 
high school setting wasn’t enough. He 
wrote an essentially new novel set 25 
years aft er the fi rst one, allowing his 

characters to refl ect on their lives and 
what had transpired since their youth-
ful high school hopes. He then incor-
porated some aspects of the original 
manuscript, oscillating the narrative 
between the two time periods.

Fagan explains that setting aside 
Valentine’s Fall to work on other 
books followed his usual working 
pattern. Typically at work on a novel, 
Fagan usually leaves it aside aft er a 
few months to work on children’s 
books, squeezing picture books into 
two-or three-day blocks when he can. 

“As long as I’m working on some-
thing, I know that something will 
eventually get fi nished,” he says.
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Amy Badry
Gauntlet Entertainment

The fi rst few sentences of 
“Chapter E” in Christian 
Bök’s Eunoia read, “Enfet-

tered, these sentences repress free 
speech/Th e text deletes selected 
letters/He rebels. He sets new prec-
edents.” 

Th is is a good explanation for 
the infl uential writer and Universi-
ty of Calgary professor’s book. Bök 
has rebelled against the standard 
of modern day writing and set new 
precedent with the award-winning 
Eunoia. Th e avant-garde poet 
pushes the boundaries of language 
and literature, creating the eccen-

tric and ingenious book.
Bök attempted something never 

done before in the history of lit-
erature, writing a book where each 
chapter employs only one vowel. 
It took Bök seven years to achieve 
this task, a feat formidable in itself. 
It is being re-released at a reading 
on Oct. 8 at Pages on Kensington. 

In order to complete Eunoia — 
which means beautiful thinking 
and is the shortest English word 
containing all fi ve vowels — he read 
through the dictionary fi ve times 
to fi nd every univowel word. He 
then manually separated the words 
into categories of verbs, nouns, etc. 
Bök describes the process as “very 
diffi  cult, very depressing and not 
much fun.”

“Eunoia shows the degree to 
which language can thrive under 
all kinds of extreme conditions,” 

says Bök. “Like a weed, language 
can fi nd a crack in which to grow . . .
it fi nds ways to be funny, sublime, 
uncanny despite our desire to fully 
control it.”

Bök’s ingenuity transcends the 
borders of literature, creating a 
unique style that experiments with 
all the components of language. 
From syntax and diction to seman-
tics and form, the self-described 
mad scientist uses brilliant ex-
perimental poetry to explore more 
than the typical human sentiment. 
Poetry can be experimental and 
investigative; a kind of science 
reaching beyond the mainstream 
borders of literary art.

Other Calgary writers have been 
invited to read poetry inspired by 
Eunoia. 

“[It will be an] occasion we get 
to celebrate the achievement of 

other people and have a little party 
for the newly designed book itself,” 
says Bök.

Th e new material in the book 
includes a translated version of the 
French poem Viole by Arthur Rim-
baud. 

“Th e sonnet is a description of 
all the colours of the vowels,” ex-
plains Bök. 

Bök expands the way one thinks 
about the English language and 
the way we perceive our forms. It 
would be diffi  cult for such a proj-
ect to be possible in other languag-
es. Th erefore Bök’s writing cre-
ates romanticism for the English 
language, proving our language is 
both provocative and intriguing to 
read and play with.

T h e L o s t S y m b o l
b o o k r e v i e w

Cam Cotton-O’Brien
Editor-in-Chief

Dan Brown’s works present a 
paradox, and not because they are 
jammed full of codes and puzzles 
to break. Th ey are the type of fi c-
tion ideally suited to consumption 
by sleepy readers incapable of fol-
lowing along with denser, more 
literary works. But they are also 
dangerously captivating, proving 
diffi  cult to put down for proper 
sleep. Sleep deprivation from read-
ing his books long into the night 

The Lost Symbol is out now in all major bookstores. 
Check out www.thelostsymbol.com for more info.

prevents the reader from attempt-
ing any other literary quests, creat-
ing a cycle of Dan Brown depen-
dency that can only end with the 
conclusion of the book.

Th e lack of sleep and the con-
sequent clouded memory unfor-
tunately prevent the reader from 
retaining the more nuanced as-
pects of Brown’s newest, Th e Lost 
Symbol. Th ese are found in the de-
tails, as the book follows largely the 
same trajectory as the two earlier 
in the Robert Langdon series, An-
gels and Demons and Th e Da Vinci 
Code.

Symbol familiarly pitches Lang-
don into a bizarre opening scene 
that quickly comes to involve an 

insidious villain and untrust-
worthy authorities. Th e story is 
told in small chapters, cutting 
back and forth between diff erent 
characters to keep things fresh as 
Langdon and his new female coun-
terpart struggle to solve a mystery 
before all hell breaks loose.

As with Brown’s previous mas-
sive best sellers, Th e Lost Symbol is a 
strange, three-way hybrid between an 
exhilarating detective novel, a trivia 
book and a travel guide. It is interest-
ing that Brown’s books have caused 
the controversy they have. Th ey don’t 
delve deeply into any contentious is-
sues, but merely present an excess of 
information that may or may not be 
off ensive to some, if taken too seri-

ously, which the novels certainly don’t 
warrant. Th ere are some points in 
Symbol where Brown attempts limited 
political commentary, but caught up 
in the larger narrative and drowned 
out by the cascade of historical and 
mythological minutiae as they are, 
they come across as fl ippant. Th ere 
is no profound insight to be gained, 
though the research that obviously 
went into the book is impressive. It is 
simply a very good thriller.

Brown has undoubtedly written 
a solid thrill-ride. Just don’t read it 
when there’s studying to be done 
— it won’t help. 

Brown’s latest lost cause for late night studying

U of C prof Bök re-releases book
C h r i s t i a n B ö k
p o e t i n t e r v i e w

Christian Bök reads from Eunoia at Pages on Kens-
ington Thur., Oct. 8. Event starts at 8 p.m. 
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