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brains, gives the U of C the 
biggest donation in its his-
tory, an interim president is 
named and CJSW moves up-
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After dispatching of their hated rivals from up north, the Dinos football team heads into 
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page 8. Plus, a discussion of 
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Theatre Calgary doesn’t sell 
out, Dinosaur Jr. roar into 
the Ballroom and almost all 
the content is out of date by 
the time you read it. Enter-
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sports

In an interview on Rupert 
Murdoch-owned Sky News 
Network in Britain, Murdoch 

was quoted as saying that news 
aggregation services were “plagia-
rists” and that he would remove 
his print media publications from 
Google once he erected a pay bar-
rier to prevent the unwashed pro-
les from accessing his site.

Outside of the more amusingly 
cantankerous aspects of the plan 
— removing the Wall Street Jour-
nal from Google would remove 
up to 25 per cent of the site’s over-
all traffi  c according to PC World 
Magazine — it shows the danger-
ously backward thinking of old 
media. It also sets a dangerous 
precedent for print media to fur-
ther prove its irrelevance in the 
new digital economy. 

Simply put, Murdoch is the 
defi nition of wrongheaded on 
this issue. His bluster belies a very 
cynical point — that the news me-
dia should only be given to those 
able to shill out massive amounts 
of money for an inferior product. 
Google and its news service off er 
a low-cost alternative, provid-
ing a great ability to be informed 
about a range of topics from 
a multitude of sources. 

As more and more people get 
their news from the net — a Janu-
ary 5th New York Times report 
stated that 40 per cent of people 
get their information online, as 
opposed to 35 per cent from news-

papers — re-
moving Google 
and erecting a 
paywall to pre-
vent anyone 
but subscrib-
ers from read-
ing these papers 
will only make 
people move to 
other sources. 

While there’s 
potential for 
the paying visi-
tors to outweigh 
the ad revenue 
generated from 
c l i ckt hroug hs 
generated from 
Google visitors, 
it does show 
an unfl inching 
disregard for 
enticing new readers. Murdoch 
believes these methods will cre-
ate a loyal readership — in fact, 
people will just turn to other 
news sources. Th is is old print 
media thinking, and as shown by 
the dying journalism industry, 
it doesn’t work. 

What’s more, calling Google 
a bunch of “plagiarists” shows a 
startling disrespect for the con-
cept of fair use. In fact, he stated 
on Sky News that fair use was 
“illegal” and that one good court 
case could abolish it. Quite sim-
ply, this is an impressively elitist 
attitude that shows what Murdoch 

thinks of the journalism industry: 
it should be closed off  and secre-
tive, only off ering its erudition to 
those who can aff ord it. Instead 
of embracing visitors and devel-
oping content that makes them 
want to click through to the ad-
vertisements, Murdoch wants to 
close everything off .

Th e future of journalism is in 
the new digital economy. Great 
investigative news sites like Talk-
ing Points Memo, Salon and Slate
have managed to function well 
on the ’net. Even pop culture 
omnibus site IGN uses a mixed 
model for their site: subscriptions 

and ad revenue. Yet Murdoch is 
still trapped in the old ways of 
thinking — restricting access to 
those who can pay. 

Like Slate found in 1998, sub-
scriptions will be sluggish when 
moving to a primarily subscrip-
tion-based model. It hasn’t saved 
the dead tree publications — it 
won’t save Murdoch’s dead tree 
web sites either. But Murdoch will 
still be out there, grumbling about 
those damn dirty kids getting off  
his lawn.

Jordyn Marcellus
Entertainment Editor

Rupert Murdoch hates the Internet
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U of C given biggest gift in its history

U of C’s interim president named

Ryan Pike 
Opinions Editor 

  

Outgoing University of Cal-
gary president Harvey We-
ingarten unveiled one of 

the biggest gift s in the university’s 
history Friday during his fi nal re-
port to the community. 

Local businessman and Calgary 
Flames co-owner Harley Hotchkiss 
donated $39 million towards the 
creation of a $64 million endow-
ment to further the work of the 
Hotchkiss Brain Institute. Th e other 
$25 million was donated by Hotch-
kiss’ long-time friend, legendary 
Texas oilman T. Boone Pickens. 

“Harley Hotchkiss has been sup-
porting brain research for probably 
a decade. He made a very signifi cant 
gift  about fi ve years ago of $10 mil-
lion to create the Hotchkiss Brain 
Institute and he, like most smart 
business people, has been watch-
ing what’s going on, [and] is liking 
what’s going on. He sees that there’s 
very good work coming out and so 
he was prepared to provide even 
more support — incredibly gener-
ous support,” said Weingarten. 

In an interview with Th e Globe 
and Mail, Hotchkiss revealed his 
interest was originally piqued when 
a small aneurysm was discovered in 
his brain. Since then, he has had an-

nual MRIs and developed a curiosity 
about the complexities of the brain. 

“Th e main reason [for helping 
create the institute] was my appreci-

ation for the importance of research 
and my almost amazement at the 
human brain and what it lets us do,” 
Hotchkiss told Th e Globe and Mail. 

According to Weingarten, the 
endowment will go exclusively to-
wards supporting the continuing 
work of the Hotchkiss Brain Insti-

tute. Th e fund will be set up in a 
manner designed to give fl exibility 
to the director of the institute to 
best advance the work being done. 

Hotchkiss continues a tradition 
of gift s by members of the Flames 
ownership group — Alvin Libin, 
Murray Edwards, the late Ralph 
Scurfi eld and the late J.R. “Bud” 
McCaig have all made contribu-
tions to the university, while Al-
len Markin announced plans to 
create an ethics centre in the near 
future. 

“It’s just a statement that the peo-
ple that own the Flames are leaders 
in the community and one of the 
ways that they express their leader-
ship is by supporting things that are 
near and dear to them in terms of 
education and research coming out 
of the U of C,” said Weingarten. 

Weingarten said the U of C’s 
growth has been fueled by com-
munity support. While large dona-
tions are very important, he noted 
the importance of every one of the 
U of C’s 9,000 donors last year — 
whether their donations were $25 
or $25 million. 

“Do you make a big deal out of a 
$39 million gift ? Of course you do. 
But don’t minimize the 8,999 other 
donors who have also supported 
this university very generously,” 
said Weingarten.

Hail to the (interim) king.
While the search for a successor for Uni-

versity of Calgary president Harvey Wein-
garten is ongoing, the university’s Board of 
Governors appointed Warren Veale as his 
interim replacement on Monday. 

Board chair Jack Perraton cited Veale’s ex-
perience on campus and in the community 
as main reasons for his appointment. 

Over his career Veale has served at the 
U of C as associate dean of the faculty of 
medicine for six years, 10 years as head of the 
department of medicine physiology and bio-

physics as well as another 10 years as dean of 
the faculty of kinesiology. 

Most recently Veale was associate dean of 
kinesiology for four years and associate dean 
of the faculty of graduate studies for two. 
Veale holds the highest honour that can be 
attained by a scientist in Canada as a fellow 
of the Royal Society of Canada. 

He will hold the position starting Jan. 1, 
2010, until the board completes its search for 
a permanent president. Read more about the 
interim president in next week’s Gauntlet.

..Brent Constantin 

Noah Miller 
News Assistant 

  
Th e opening of two new bio-

medical research centres was an-
nounced Tuesday at the University 
of Calgary. Th e centres were cre-
ated to improve the health of both 
Canadians and their economy. 

Biovantage: Alberta Ingenu-
ity Centre, the fi rst of the centres, 
will deliver biomedical solutions 
to medical problems ranging from 
cardiovascular and bone to brain 
diseases thanks to a provincial in-
vestment of $7.4 million. 

Th e second centre, the Bose Bio-
materials and Tissue Engineering 

Technology Development Centre, a 
$7.3 million collaboration between 
the U of C and the Canada-Alberta 
Western Economic Partnership 
Agreement, will amalgamate in-
dustry expertise and advanced in-
frastructure to produce innovation 
and product development. 

Two biomedical engineering research 
centres to open on campus

see research centres , page 7

During president Weingarten’s last report to the community, a $39 million donation was announced.

Calgary Flames co-owner Harley Hotchkiss donates $39M for brain institute

“Obama.”
– Gary Liu, fi rst-
year business 
studies

Interviews and Photographs: Sydney Stokoe

c a m p u s  q u i p sWho do you think would make a good president for the U of C?

“Pick somebody 
who doesn’t want to 
be president.”
– Jeff  Arbeau, 
fourth-year 
sociology

“Stephen Hawking.”
– Graham 
Campbell, fourth-
year PhD 
mechanical 
engineering 

“Obama.”
– Brandon Hofer, 
fi rst-year business
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After much adieu, CJSW is moving this week. The two covers — 
evidence of a few false starts — read, top, “New Space: The Next 
Frontier” and “After twelve years, CJSW moves upstairs.”

CJSW moving, for real this time
Jeremy Zhao 
Gauntlet News 

Aft er many announcements 
made over the past two de-
cades, CJSW is fi nally mov-

ing and beginning a new chapter in 
its history. Th e campus/community 
radio station will be broadcasting 
from the third fl oor of the MacE-
wan Student Centre starting Friday. 

Station manager Chad Saunders 
has been extremely busy the past 
few weeks trying to get everything 
ready for the move, on top of the 
station’s annual October fundraiser. 

For Saunders, the move was in-
evitable, it was just a matter of 
when. 

“CJSW has been in the space for 
over 42 years,” he said. 

He stressed there is still a lot to be 
done and the work will be split into 
diff erent phases. Construction and 
wiring are the most important, fol-
lowed by moving the offi  ces, library 
collection and studios. 

Saunders said the offi  ces hold a 
lot of nostalgia for him. Th e cur-
rent space has had many high pro-
fi le guests, including former prime 
minister Pierre Trudeau and Duran 
Duran. 

“It’s kind of sad to leave it all be-
hind,” he said. “But it’s a relief that 
it’s fi nally over.” 

Saunders said he even asks him-
self at times whether he’s doing the 
right thing, as the studio brings 
back a lot of memories. 

Program director Mark Shields 
said he’s excited about the move. 
Shields noted there should be no 
disruption to programming apart 
from a couple minutes of dead air 
during the transition from the old 
place to the new one. 

Radio hosts, who are mostly vol-

unteers, will have the opportunity 
to work with entirely new equip-
ment. 

“Overall there will be minor dif-
ferences [for programming],” said 
Shields. 

Volunteer co-ordinator Katie 
Duhamel said much of the regular 
volunteer work has been put on 
hold to help with the move. 

“It’s been constant work through-
out the whole move,” said Duhamel, 
noting she anticipates new volun-
teers will join with the new space 
and layout. 

Th e overall transition has been 
smooth, said news director Joe 
Burima. 

“It’s a memorable moment,” he 

said, adding that the expansion will 
mean new spaces for meetings and 
more production rooms for volun-
teers. 

Joey Brocke, Students’ Union 
vice-president operations and fi -
nance, is happy to see CJSW fi nally 
move into their new space aft er 
years of negotiation and consulta-
tion between the two organizations. 

“It’s a win-win for both sides,” 
said Brocke. 

Th e SU already has a plan in place 
for the old CJSW space. Brocke said 
that the station area of CJSW will be 
converted into club space, while the 
offi  ce side will be used for storage. 

Brocke explained that most 
of the funding for the CJSW ex-

pansion came from the radio 
station’s savings over the years, 
while a Quality Money grant last 
year topped off  the amount. 

Aft er the move is complete, 
CJSW will be hosting open houses 
for people to take at the look at the 
new space.

Late 1980s – Plans to move or 
expand CJSW begin 
1993–1994 – Plans in place to 
possibly move CJSW to what is 
now the Career Centre 
2001 – The SU votes to reserve 
4,000 square feet on the third 
fl oor of MacEwan Student Cen-
tre for CJSW 
2002–2003 – Plans for expan-
sion are converted to 
blueprints 
April 2005 – CJSW and the SU 
sign an operating agreement 
to begin construction of new 
space 
December 2005 – SU suspends 
CJSW expansion as costs are 
re-examined 
December 2007 – CJSW and 
the University of Calgary meet 
to re-examine expansion project 
Late 2008 – Blueprints are 
ready for tendering 
January 2009 – Bids are re-
viewed 
April 2009 – Construction 
begins 
Fri., Nov. 13, 2009 – CJSW 
moves into new space

Timeline of 
‘alleged’ moves

Chris Pedersen/the Gauntlet

Covers, the Gauntlet Archives
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Trevor Bacque 
Gauntlet News 

  

It’s unclear upon entering SS 1306 
if you have just walked into a 
small library, storage room or 

a professor’s offi  ce. Th en you spot 
professor James Apple in the cor-
ner, most likely reading classical Ti-
betan literature at his small desk. It’s 
not that he enjoys his offi  ce’s textual 
clutter, but the assistant professor 
of eastern religions owns so many 
books that storage options are few.

“I know in my brain I still have 
enough memory to know what I 
have,” Apple said as he searches for 
an old duotang among the annals of 
history and ideas. “Th e problem is, I 
don’t always know where it is.” 

Th e Indiana native is well trav-
elled, but his zeal for literature, re-
gardless of language (usually), kept 
him grounded.   

“My love of books comes from my 
grandfather,” said Apple of his fellow 
family author.   

Aft er stops in Bodh Gaya, India, 
universities in Alabama, Portland 
and Edmonton, Apple now fi nds 
himself at the U of C for his second 
year of teaching.   

Beginning his academic career in 
Bloomington, Indiana, not far from 
where he grew up, Apple procured 
a religious studies B.A. in 1993. He 
refi ned his focus and by 2001 had a 
Buddhist studies PhD from Wiscon-
sin-Madison.   

Apple then embarked on a long, 
arduous study under Geshe Sopa, 
one of only two tenured monks in 
the United States at the time.   

Th e topic of Apple’s 2008 book, 
Stairway to Nirvana, examines the 

types of individuals on their way to 
nirvana or full awakening as Bud-
dhas.   

Typically, Tibetans study this topic 
for one year, but nobody at Wiscon-
sin-Madison had an interest.   

For about 25 years the project sat 
on the shelf until Sopa convinced 
Apple to examine it.   

“I remember telling him, ‘Th is is 
the most boring topic I can think 
of,’ ” said Apple.   

Despite his apprehension, he stud-
ied the topic for a year and now real-
izes how important the time was.   

“It provides an account of all the 
cosmological structures for awaken-
ing.”   

Studying and understanding in-
digenous structures before applying 
analysis to them is a paramount op-
eration in Apple’s mind.   

“A lot of the book is an emic [insid-
er], indigenous perspective of what 
this system is. It’s quite complex.” 

With such a advanced under-
standing of Buddhist traditions, 

Apple was able to fully appreciate 
his surroundings when he travelled 
to Bodh Gaya while teaching with 
Antioch University’s study abroad 
program in 2001.   

Bodh Gaya is the city where Gau-
tama Buddha’s awakening took 
place. Apple visited other traditional 
sites of the spiritual teacher during 
his seven months overseas.   

India was an eye-opening 
event for the young professor.   

“In India, it’s a diff erent 
world, almost like a diff erent 
planet,” he said. 

“It’s a fl ux, a kaleidoscope 
of sound and colour.”   

Th e journey to explore 
foreign countries and their history 
doesn’t always have to take place 
overseas, as Apple can attest to. 

His newest research undertaking 
is examining past texts from Dre-
pung the Monastery in Lhasa.   

In his book Apple produced a list 
of texts, including ones from 11th 
to 14th century Tibet that were 

thought to be historical write-off s.   
Multiple volumes have recently 

been discovered from Karma Ten-
kyong Wangpo’s library.   

Now with about 30 long, skinny, 
hand-written Tibetan documents, 
Apple said he has more than a life-
time of work to begin pouring over.   

“If there was student interest there 

would be several PhDs, perhaps,” 
said Apple. 

“We’re very fortunate to have ac-
cess to this type of stuff .” 

Generally Tibetans don’t wish to 
share much historical information 
and Apple counts himself lucky to 
have read the documents. 

Th e ancient text is written in Ti-

betan, something Apple has been 
reading for over a decade, as well as 
Sanskrit. 

“It was gradual,” said Apple, who 
fi rst began his journey into second-
ary languages with French before 
moving into eastern tongues. 

“Teachers in Wisconsin said you 
have to have Sanskrit.” 

Apple studied six to seven hours 
a day memorizing infl ections and 
paradigms. 

“If you really crack your head open 
with one it gets easier,” said Apple of 
learning multiple languages. 

Studying Latin in high school 
helped the young collegiate connect 
words and phrases together. 

Friends told him one language 
would suffi  ce, but Sopa explained to 
Apple that Tibetan and Sanskrit are 
like the sun and the moon — insepa-
rable. 

Apple also attributes his love of 
language to his grandfather, Floyd, 
who as a theologian studied Greek, 
Latin and Hebrew. 

When Apple’s grandfather died 
in 2002 he left  his grandson over 

15,000 books, many of which line 
the shelves in SS 1306 — a cozy, 
chaotic room where the quest for 
knowledge seldom rests. 

Apple said it is always nice to dis-
cover books he forgot he had in his 
vast library. 

“Order is in the eye of the behold-
er,” he said, smiling behind his desk.

Love of books leads prof to India and back
R e s e a r c h P r o f i l e

      In India, it’s a different world, almost like 
a different planet. It’s a fl ux, a kaleidoscope of 
sound and colour.

 – James Apple, religious studies professor
“

Chris Pedersen/the Gauntlet

Prof. James Apple says he got his love of literature from his grandfather, who left him 15,000 books.
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New Brunswick’s Mount Allison Univer-
sity is turning heads with its new chancellor, 
Peter Mansbridge. Th e CBC News Th e Na-
tional anchor starts his new job in May. He 
will hold the position until December 2013. 

As chancellor, Mansbridge will represent 
the university as an ambassador and will pre-
side over ceremonial convocations. 

University president Robert Campbell 
told the CBC Mansbridge was an excel-
lent candidate for chancellor because of his 
leadership and that the appointment would 
boost the national profi le of the university. 

Before his successful CBC news anchor 
career, Mansbridge was a high school drop-
out who served in the Canadian Forces and 
worked as a local airport announcer in Man-
itoba. He has no plans for giving up his CBC 
chief correspondent position.

..Daniel Pagan  

Emily Ask 
Gauntlet News 

  

In October men wore pink tights 
and bras to raise money for 
breast cancer. Th is month, men 

are taking up their own cause by 
growing moustaches to raise money 
for Prostate Cancer Canada. 

Th is celebration of the moustache 
is called Movember and its mis-
sion is to “change the face of men’s 
health.” 

Th e story of Movember starts in 
Melbourne, Australia, with a few 
guys drinking and bonding over 
their love of facial hair in 2003. At 
some point during the night they 
decided to bring the “mo” slang for 
moustache back in fashion. 

Th ey fi gured the best way to do 
this would be to grow a mo and use 
it to raise awareness for prostate 
cancer and other men’s health is-
sues — subjects that don’t come up 
as easily over pints. 

Rob Sanderson, a University of 
Calgary third-year English major, 
said he’s glad Movember is giving 
moustaches a more positive image. 
He recalls the following  conversa-
tion that took place a few years ago 
with a female coworker: 

“Is that a moustache?” 
“Hell yeah.” 
“Ew. Why?” 
Since hearing about Movember, 

he says that reaction has changed. 
“Now the ladies love it,” he said.   
Th ird-year student Mike Tod 

found out about Movember when 
his friend participated last year. He 
admitted at fi rst it was a source of 
entertainment. 

“[My friend] couldn’t grow a 

moustache . . . I always teased him 
and said you had to be under the 
right lighting conditions just to see 
it,” Tod said. 

But now Tod is working to 
spread the word about Movember 
overseas during his exchange pro-
gram in Scotland. He says Movem-

ber hasn’t quite caught on there.   
“I’m getting a pretty sick ’stache, 

[it’s] getting real dirty.”   
While work remains to be done 

in Scotland, Movember is clearly 
going global. Th e offi  cial Movember 
website has separate sites for Aus-
tralia, Canada, Europe, New Zea-
land, South Africa and the United 
States. 

Canada is second to Australia in 
fundraising this year with 28,694 
registered participants bringing 

in almost $2 million, according to 
movember.com. 

Th ose wishing to participate can 
register individually or as teams for 
the ’stache war. Th ese “Mo Bros” 
then keep track of donations on-
line, as well as post pictures of 
moustache progress. 

Women are not excluded from 
the fun and are encouraged to reg-
ister as “Mo Sistas” to help support 
the opposite sex and raise aware-
ness for men’s health.

Texting and 
transit
Warren Bardsley 
Gauntlet News 

Standing around waiting for the 
bus as you watch your peers whiz by 
in warm cars can be frustrating. 

Th e ability to fi nd out exactly 
when the proletariat chariot will 
arrive, without wasting precious 
phone minutes, could ease that 
pain. Th e origins of  RouteShout lie 
in this realm. 

RouteShout CEO Nathan Martin 
was tired of not knowing when the 
bus would come. So as a university 
student he developed a text messag-
ing-based bus schedule system. 

“One of the things that my CEO 
[Martin] had did when he was at 
Carnegie Mellon University was 
hack police scanners in order to de-
termine the frequencies that buses 
operated on in order to try and 
fi gure out just when the bus would 
get there,” said RouteShout product 
marketing specialist Zack Madden. 

By text messaging a number post-
ed on the bus stop sign, you can fi nd 
out when your ride will get there 
within 10 seconds. 

“Th e presented mantra in transit 
right now is that improved communi-
cations improves ridership,” he said. 

Developed in just six weeks last 
fall, it’s already in use in Pittsburgh 
and fi ve other cities, with the com-
pany in negotiations with up to 15 
more, including one as far away as 
Brazil. 

So far Calgary is not included in 
these plans. Calgary Transit spokes-
man Doug Morgan has said that 
they have “spoken with several ven-
dors” about implementing a sort of 
text-message based system. He em-
phasized the merits of the current 
Teleride product.

“Anyone with a phone can already 
access our system,” he said.

Together the centres are ex-
pected to “foster innovation and 
commercialization of biomedical 
technologies.”

“Biomedical engineering is a 
high-priority area for the Univer-
sity of Calgary and these new cen-
tres will ensure that our research 
translates into products and ser-
vices that will improve our qual-
ity of life and stimulate the econo-
my,” said U of C president Harvey 
Weingarten. 

“Th ey also provide a signifi cant 
educational opportunity for our 

students and researchers to think 
creatively and develop devices for a 
more effi  cient and eff ective health-
care system.” 

However the implications of 
these new research centres reach far 
beyond the U of C. 

Alberta Advanced Education and 
Technology Minister Doug Horner 
emphasized Alberta’s outstanding 
biomedical research community 
is part of what attracts industry 
to the province and that the cen-
tres will add to an already strong 
biomedical community, thereby 

extending its international reach. 
Federal MP and Small Busi-

ness and Tourism Minister Diane 
Ablonczy corroborated Horner’s 
sentiments. 

“Th is initiative at the Univer-
sity of Calgary will contribute 
to strengthening our ability to 
compete in global markets,” she 
said. 

“Technology commercialization 
is a key driver of Canada’s competi-
tiveness and prosperity and is at the 
heart of diversifying the Western 
Canadian economies.”

Mansbridge named as 
Mount Allison chancellor

Research centres, continued from page 4

Moustaches matter in Movember

Chris Pedersen/the Gauntlet

Movember instructions: 1. Grow a ’stache. 2. Raise some blizzle blang. 3. Help dudes everywhere!

Global campaign aims to raise awareness, money for prostate cancer
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While queuing up at Tim Hortons 
or Starbucks may be routine 
for most students, the implica-

tions of bringing coff ee to North America 
is oft en far from our minds — even in the 
line-up. Although Canada and the United 
States consume two out of fi ve cups of the 
world’s total, we are by and large ignorant of 
the coff ee supply chain. 

Giovanni de Paz, a fourth-generation 
Guatemalan coff ee farmer, came to the 
University of Calgary on Nov. 2 to dis-
cuss the political, economic, environ-
mental and social factors involved in cof-
fee production. Th e event, hosted by the 
Latin American Studies Club and the Eco-
Club, was titled “Sustainable Coff ee Trade: 
Th e Aspects of Coff ee.”

Coff ee is cultivated in the rainforest belt 
straddling the equator. Coff ee, the seed of 
a fruit, is originally from Ethiopia. Since its 
dramatic world-wide spread, Latin America 
has become the dominant region of produc-
tion. On de Paz’s family farm, Sierra Las 
Minas, they strive for quality and sustainabil-
ity, so coff ee cultivation involves a tedious, 
labour-intensive process of selective picking 
from seven-foot tall shrubs in the middle of 
the rainforest. Th e procedure of roasting and 
packaging is completed on site and the fi nal 
product is exported to Canada. It would be 
easy to think that this is the end of the story; 
however, things get a little complicated.

Aft er crude oil, coff ee is the world’s sec-
ond most traded commodity. It is therefore 
regulated by the New York Board of Trade, 
an international trade body. But only green, 
unroasted coff ee beans are regulated as such, 
which takes control of roasting and further 
processing from the hands of the bean pro-
ducers. Th e price is set by futures markets 
and depends on numerous factors like sup-
ply and demand, weather patterns and, of 
course, market speculation, much like crude 
oil. Price per pound varies daily, but ranges 
from $0.65 to $1.50 — more or less what we 
pay retailers for one small to medium cup of 
the fi nal product. Low prices paid to farmers 
provides the incentive to produce low-quali-
ty, high-caff einated beans. Which is “not just 
unhealthy for end consumers, but unethical,” 
de Paz said. Th ese farms are oft en monocul-
ture (sans rainforest) and require high inputs 
of fertilizer and pesticides.

Farmers not only get an unfair deal from 
the NYBOT, but from the Fair-Trade Labelling 
Organization as well. 

According to de Paz, the FLO pays a fl at 
rate of $1.27 per pound, which certainly 
helps to minimize risks associated with 
frequent price fl uctuations. However, the 
catch is that farmers must activate their 
membership for an annual rate rang-
ing U.S.$1,500–2,000 at the beginning of 
each season — approximately 1,200–1,500 
pounds worth of production. 

“A fl at rate,” de Paz argued, “is translated 
into mediocre-quality, dark-roasted coff ee 
for the end consumer who must add cream 
and sugar to have a desirable cup of coff ee.”

Aft er many transnational corporate disap-
pointments, de Paz and his family decided to 
move to a direct trade business model. Di-

rect trade allows the end con-
sumer to enjoy coff ee from 
farms that believe in qual-
ity fi rst and consequently en-
courages farmers to practice 
organic, environmentally-
friendly farming to deliver a 
sustainable and quality har-
vest — to a point where no 
double-double is needed.

Improving the organic 
quality of coff ee is possible 
through production tech-
niques, such as shade-grown 
cultivation, which ensure 
enough moisture for slow de-
velopment of coff ee fruit and 
less need for toxic pesticides. 
Th e roasting process involves 
less darkening of the bean to 
preserve its fl avourful attri-
butes. Mildred Messenger, 72, a Sierra Las 
Minas client said, “His delicious Arabica 
variety coff ee does not increase my blood 
pressure due to its low levels of caff eine — 
which is good, considering the doctor told 
me to stop drinking coff ee.”

de Paz emphasized that by allowing farm-
ers to yield higher profi ts through direct 
trade, they are able to provide better em-
ployment conditions in rural coff ee regions 
across Guatemala. In the long term, such a 
realization may even slow the rate of illegal 
northward immigration from Central Amer-
ica to the U.S. and Canada.

Undeniably, coff ee consumption plays 
an energizing role in our community. Take 
MacEwan Hall, from the StÖr to A&W — 
never mind the opening of a second Tim 
Hortons — our impact on coff ee produc-

tion is signifi cant. Dedicating a few mo-
ments of thought to the implications of our 
consumption patterns may help change the 
direction of the industry. Be it anti-trans-
national sentiment, environmental con-
cern or social altruism for communities 
many miles away, we as students should 
not take the present model as the best just 
because it facilitates the biggest, fastest and 
cheapest fi x. 

de Paz has formed a Coff ee Lounge Club 
in Calgary to display Latte Art to  consum-
ers of high-quality coff ee and promote the 
creation of jobs here in Canada as Baristas 
and Coff ee Cupper Professionals, positions 
in high demand due to the rise of specialty 
coff ee. He also provides research internships 
in his farm in Guatemala. Contact him at 
gio@sierralasminascoff ee.com

The hidden cost of coffee

Sierra Love
with Leonardo Tovar
Gauntlet Opinions

Ever wondered what comes with your daily cup?
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If you ask Canadians who 
Canada’s head of state is 
three out of four people will 

get it wrong. According to a 
poll taken last year, 50 per cent 
thought it was Steven Harper 
and one-third thought it was 
Michaëlle Jean, the governor 
general. Neither are correct, of 
course — Canada’s head of state is 
Queen Elizabeth II.

In case you didn’t know that 
fact yourself, don’t worry. In Oc-
tober, the website for the gover-
nor general stated that Jean was 
Canada’s head of state: a mistake 
that underscores the lack of un-
derstanding Canadians have 
about their government, includ-
ing those within it. Th e Queen 
infrequently visits, and is even 
less likely to be seen represent-
ing Canada abroad. But this 
past week the heir to the throne, 
Prince Charles, has been touring 
Canada in what some are calling 
a move to introduce himself as 
the future king.

It won’t be long before Charles 
inherits the throne, but before he’s 
welcomed with open arms, Cana-

dians should consider a diff erent 
choice: abolishing the monarchy 
in Canada altogether. Th e head 
of state is, among other things, 
the representative of a country to 
the rest of the world. Th e core of 
democracy is that citizens should 
choose who that representative 
is. Presently, our representation 
is forced upon us by the inheri-
tance system of the British crown. 
Th e Queen never represents us 
abroad — that role is left  for the 
governor general, who is also 
not elected, but appointed by 
the prime minister. It’s an insult 
that Canadians are robbed of this 
choice, and having a more local 
representative does nothing to 
soft en the blow. 

Canadians rightly hold equal-
ity of opportunity as a value. Ev-
ery citizen, regardless of sex, race 
and religious affi  liation, should 
be allowed to run for offi  ce. If 
the head of state is to successfully 
represent Canada abroad, a mini-
mum requirement is residency 
in Canada. Th e present head of 
state fails to meet that criterion, 
of course. Discrimination gets no 
worse than when the head of state 
must also be the Supreme Gover-
nor of the Church of England. 
Th is rules out all believers who 
are not Protestant and all non-
believers, and is a good example 
of a bad tradition that should 

no longer be endorsed.
Many argue that the queen 

does an adequate job as Canada’s 
head of state, and in any case too 
much work would be required to 
amend what’s essentially a sym-
bolic position. Th e important 
point is that it only matters in 
passing how well the monarch is 
doing as our head of state. Assess-
ing qualifi cations before assessing 
the validity of acquiring the posi-
tion is, so to speak, putting the 
victory before the vote. Regard-
less of the job performed, it is 
fi rst crucial that decision is left  to 
Canadians. Representation has to 
be a choice; a system of inherited 
rights such as the monarchy is 
undemocratic and confl icts with 
Canadian values.

Reforming the position of head 
of state in Canada will be no small 
matter. Unique among constitu-
tional reform, amending the head 
of state requires the unanimous 
consent of all federal and pro-
vincial legislatures. A number of 
polls suggest that despite the legal 
diffi  culties, Canadians support 
abolishing a foreign sovereign 
as our head of state, but the pro-
cess will be arduous and lengthy. 
Much discussion will be neces-
sary among Canadians to decide 
the type of republic best suited 
for our country, as many diff er-
ent forms exist and each one will 

The monarchy has to go
Why reform to Canada’s head of state is necessary

Eric Mathison
Fighting Words

shape Canada in a variety of ways.
Most importantly, the result 

will be one which is not forced 
upon Canadians, but is instead 

So SU Me is provided by the Students’ Union and published without Gauntlet editorial revision.

made by its citizens. A number of 
other Commonwealth countries 
have achieved this goal and it is 
past time that Canada did as well.
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Until recently professors 
were engaged in teaching 
and the search for truth 

about reality. Under the pressure 
of practical concerns and various 
political ideologies, most of which 
deny that either truth or reality 
mean anything, the old purposes 
seem quaintly archaic.

In our practical city, where the 
most respectable families are but 
a generation or two off  the land, 
the old witticism: “those who can, 
do; those who can’t, teach” has 
intuitive appeal. Among academ-
ics who actually do the teach-
ing at the University of Calgary, 
a corollary has been making the 
rounds: “those who can’t teach, 
administer.” Followed by: “those 
who can’t administer, ruin.”

A lot of ink has been spilled over 
the generous pension awarded a 

president departing his post early. 
Much less attention has been di-
rected at those hard-nosed people 
who exemplify the can-do per-
spectives so contemptuous of 
teaching on a board of governors 
that somehow overlooked the tidy 
sum of $4.5 million.

Less attention still has been 
directed toward the increasing 
numbers of those who don’t or 
can’t teach.

A decade ago, when we awarded 
about 5,300 degrees annually, we 
had 18 senior administrators. To-
day, when graduation numbers 
have advanced to around 6,000, 
we require 47. More interesting, 
they are the focus of more discon-
tent than I have seen in over 25 
years here.

Two recent changes have ren-
dered the normal tension between 
faculty and administration down-
right toxic. To be less metaphori-
cal, the distrust of senior adminis-
tration by faculty and support staff , 
those who actually make the orga-
nization hum, is unprecedented.

Th e fi rst change is described 

in the “Strategic Research Plan” 
(draft  version 9). Th e title, as of 
so many documents produced by 
administrators, is a cliche. Every 
eff ort must be “strategic.” Filled 
with such terms as “interdiscipli-
narity” and “commercializable re-
search,” its execrable language is 
made worse by its premises.

Th e university is said to be in the 
business of stating and describing 
research objectives, as if that oc-
curred independently of the indi-
viduals who freely conduct a life of 
scholarship. “Excellent research,” 
we are told, is fi rst published and 
“then applied to the benefi t of 
the natural world and humanity.” 
If this means anything at all, it is 
equivalent to having governments 
pick economic winners.

Th e choices of these strategic 
administrators reveal their real 
purposes. Consider two. First, we 
must turn “commercializable re-
search into commercialization op-
portunities.” Second we are to “in-
crease opportunities for university 
research to have meaningful im-
pact on communities.” Apart from 

indicating an imperfect command 
of English, this opaque statement 
aims to turn the university into a 
technical school, despite the exis-
tence of SAIT down the road. Th ey 
call it “engaged scholarship” that is 
“civic minded.”

When the “research priorities” 
are actually listed, they simply re-
fl ect the anxieties of the moment, 
not refl ection on the permanent 
questions about which students 
seeking to be educated (rather than 
merely to be trained) still hunger. 
Th e thought-clogging cliches de-
scribing such genuine oddities as 
carbon capture and biomedical en-
gineering far transcend my modest 
ability for satire.

A second “strategic choice” was 
addressed, or rather, exposed, last 
week in a series of “employee town 
hall” meetings where unctuous 
bookkeepers tried to explain why 
the university was changing the 
dates when employees were paid. 
Today around 5,000 of us are paid 
monthly; about 3,000 support staff  
are paid at the middle and the end 
of the month, and a smaller num-

Administration and trust at the U of C

Originally published November 4, 2009 by the 
Calgary Herald. Reprinted with permission.

Dr. Barry Cooper
Guest Columnist

ber on “casual payroll” are paid on 
the 10th and 25th. Aft er the New 
Year everyone will be paid the way 
casual employees are paid now.

Th e bookkeepers admitted to 
such poor oversight that some 
casual employees had been over-
paid. Th eir solution is, in eff ect, a 
compulsory loan to hold 8,000 em-
ployees’ interest-bearing salaries 
an extra 10 days twice a month. 
Th ese employees then are com-
pelled to bear the inconvenience 
of changing mortgage payments, 
for example. Th is is called ex-
ternalizing costs. When this is 
pointed out to the bookkeepers, 
they smile and agree.

A decade hence we can expect a 
hundred senior administrators to 
be required to preside over even 
greater defi cits in what will have 
become a techie school with a 
speed-skating oval attached.

With luck Calgarians will still 
have one university in town, 
Mount Royal.
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Cue the Coldplay - the Dinos football team is back at 
the start.

If the Gauntlet was the CBC (or the Calgary Flames, 
who shamelessly stole the concept for their game opening 
video this season), we would put together a sweet collection 
of backwards highlights to go along with that lede. But we’re 
not, so you’re going to have to use your imagination.

Th rough 10 weeks of football and eight games of action, the 
Dinos are exactly where most people were expecting them to 
be: back in Saskatoon to take on the University of Saskatche-
wan Huskies for the Hardy Cup, Canada West supremacy and 
a shot at the national semi-fi nals.

“We expected it. We knew that [the University of Regina 
Rams] had an outside shot [at beating the Huskies in the 
Canada West semi-fi nal], but we wanted to go to Saskatoon,” 
says Dinos quarterback Erik Glavic. “We want redemption on 
them.”

Ten weeks earlier, the Dinos took the long trip to Saskatoon 
for the regular season opener. Both teams were expected to 
fi nish in the top end of the conference standings. Th e game 
was a classic. Th e Huskies started strong and held a 14–4 lead 
until the fi nal minute of the fi rst half when a Matt Walter 
touchdown along the ground put the Dinos to within three.

A second Walter touchdown and a Husky safety gave the 

Dinos a 20–14 lead. Two fi eld goals by the Huskies tied the 
game at 20 and sent the teams to overtime. Aft er trading 
touchdowns in the extra sessions, the Dinos lost when they 
failed at a two-point convert in the dying seconds of the sec-
ond overtime session.

“We made some key penalties, some kind of discipline 
stuff ,” says defensive back Steve Truzak. “More or less the rea-
son why we did that is it’s the fi rst game. Th e jitters are out, it’s 
do or die.”

Th e Dinos punched their ticket to a rematch with the Hus-
kies aft er unceremoniously disposing of the University of Al-
berta Golden Bears in the conference semi-fi nals 45–13 on 
Saturday, thanks to three Truzak interceptions bookended by 
kickoff  return TDs by slotback Anthony Parker.

Parker broke through the Bears’ defences on the opening 
kickoff  and took it a school record 108-yards to the endzone.

“As soon as I caught it, I knew I had a big play,” he says. 
“Th e blocks were there, a huge hole, and I was able to take it 
all the way.”

Parker returned an onside kick for another touchdown in 
the fi nal minute to cap off  the Dinos’ second victory over the 
Bears in as many weeks.

“Th is game’s over, I’m already thinking about the Huskies,” 
says Truzak. “I wanna go there, I wanna capitalize and hope-
fully be off  to Halifax, but that’s next week.”

Aft er two weeks of dominance over the Bears, the Dinos de-
fence looks like it’s starting to come together. Th ey allowed on 

average 275.9 yards of passing against throughout the regular 
season, but gave up an improved 370 yards total in the last 
two games.

“Th ere’s a lot of pressure on our defensive backs because 
we’ve been out there and we’ve been in the position to make 
great plays and we haven’t been great,” says the fourth-year 
Truzak, who is one of the few greybeards in the Dinos second-
ary, along with fi ft h-year Matt Grohn. “We’re slowly turning 
it up. In the last two games we have been great, and we have 
been shutting it down. Our defence has become a complete 
package.”

Head coach Blake Nill agrees.
“Defence is starting to play better,” he says. “We did a better 

job this week against the run. At the end there, they moved 
the ball in that last drive but overall I thought defensively we 
did a good job stifl ing them and now we gotta get ready for 
Saskatchewan.”

Th is is it. If the Dinos want to match their accomplishments 
of last year, they need to win to get a spot in the national semi-
fi nals. Th e off ensive records set this year and the 7–1 regular 
season record won’t mean anything unless they can extend 
their eight-game winning streak. 

Nill has one thing he’s going to focus on in the remaining 
practices before another bus ride back to where they started 
the season.

“Just intensity,” he says. “. . . we can match the athleticism, 
we can match the physicality, we have to match the intensity.”

Dinos face 
Huskies for 
Hardy Cup

Defensive lineman Deji Oduwole (#90) tracks down Bears starting QB Quade Armstrong for a sack in the second quarter.
Geoff MacIntosh/the Gauntlet

The 73rd Hardy Cup

The Dinos (7–1) face off with 
the University of Saskatchewan 
Huskies (7–1) in Saskatoon for 
the 73rd Hardy Cup on 
Saturday at noon. You can 
check out all the action on 
Shaw Channel 10.

The Huskies
Leading passer: Laurence 
Nixon 157–251, 1933 yds, fi ve 
TDs, eight INTs
Leading rusher: Jeff Hassler 
367 yds, fi ve TDs 
Leading receiver: Travis 
Gorski 467 yds

Results:
vs. Calgary, OT win 34–33 
vs. Regina, win 10–9
at Alberta, loss 27–7
at Simon Fraser, OT win 24–18
vs. UBC, win 44–7
at Manitoba, win 31–11
vs. Alberta, win 39–3
at Regina, win 42–17
vs. Regina, win 53–23 (playoffs)
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Th e distance running season cul-
minates this weekend with the Ca-
nadian Interuniversity Sport cross 
country championships Saturday 
in Kingston, Ontario. Both the Di-
nos men’s and women’s teams will 
be looking to defend their Canada 

Sports briefs: runners head east for CIS championships
West titles.

Rookie Katie Fenton, who won 
the Inland Northwest XC Challenge 
in Moscow, Idaho against both CIS 
and NCAA-calibre runners, will be 
running for Rookie of the Year 
and All-Canadian honours. Th e 
women’s squad is currently ranked 
fourth in the nation.

Th e Dinos men will be look-

ing for strong runs from Matthew 
Cloutier and Spencer Pootz, who 
have fi ve top-ten fi nishes between 
them. Th e men’s team is ranked 
fi ft h in the country, behind fellow 
Canada West squad the University 
of Regina Cougars.

Basketball
Th ere’s no break for both bas-

ketball teams as they take on the 
University of the Fraser Valley 
Cascades at the Jack Simpson Gym 
this weekend. Th e women’s team 
plays at 6 p.m. Friday and Saturday, 
the men’s 8 p.m.

Coach Shawnee Harle’s women’s 
basketball team fi nd themselves in 
a tie for fi rst place in the prairie 
division aft er a two-game sweep of 
the Bisons in Winnipeg last week-
end. Fourth-year forward Ashley 
Hill had 42 points over the week-
end and currently leads Canada 

West in scoring. 
Th e men’s squad continued their 

dominating start to the season by 
beating the Bisons twice in Winni-
peg. Th ird-year guard Tyler Fidler 
has paced the Dinos so far with 
20.3 points per game, good for the 
fi ft h best scoring average in the 
conference. Forward Ross Bekker-
ing leads the conference with 11.3 
rebounds per game. Th eir oppo-
nents, the Cascades, are 2–0 aft er 
an opening weekend sweep of the 
Wolfpack.

Jon Roe
Sports Editor

They might not have enough for 
a galaxy, but the Dinos football 
team do have a pile of stars.

Seven Dinos were named to the 
conference all-star team Tuesday.

Quarterback Erik Glavic, run-
ningback Matt Walter and wide 
receiver Nathan Coehoorn were 
unanimous picks for all-star spots. 
Slotback Anthony Parker, second-
year centre Alex Krausnick-Groh, 
rookie right tackle Kirby Fabien 
and linebacker Andrea Bonaven-
tura were also named to the team.

Glavic led the conference with a 
67.5 completion percentage, passed 
for 14 touchdowns and 2,186 yards. 
He also ran for 503 yards. Walter 
scrambled for a career-high 1,103 
yards and nine touchdowns and add-
ed three touchdowns through the air.

Parker and Coehoorn fi nished 
one-two in receiving yards in the 
conference with 816 yards and 765 
yards respectively. Parker snagged 
fi ve TDs in the air; Coehoorn four.

Krausnick-Groh and Fabien were 
key cogs in an off ensive machine 
that lead the nation in rushing with 
2,289 yards.

Bonaventura fi nished the season 
with 40.5 tackles and a sack.

Th e University of Saskatchewan 
Huskies, University of Manitoba 
Bisons and Simon Fraser Univer-
sity Clan all placed four players on 
the all-star team. Th e University 
of Alberta Golden Bears and the 
University of Regina Rams both 
placed three players. Th e University 
of British Columbia Th underbirds 
had two all-stars.

Th e conference major-award 
winners will be announced Th urs-
day, Nov. 12.

All-star nods
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Have you ever thought to 
yourself that the best time 
to be out on the Glenmore 

Resevoir is 5 a.m.? You might be 
crazy. Or you might be a member 
of the University of Calgary rowing 
club.

“It’s hard,” says club member 
Christine Sharp. “It’s very hard. Es-
pecially when it’s pitch black. [But] 
the fact that everyone’s doing it, and 
you’re part of a crew, so, if you’re 
not there, it’s not only going to hurt 
your performance, it’s going to hurt 
the performance of your team. Ev-
eryone’s sacrifi cing something to 
get there at that hour.”

Th e U of C rowing club meets 
early in the morning starting in the 
summer and continuing through-
out their season from September to 
November, which ends with the Ca-
nadian University Rowing Champi-
onships. Right now the club is small, 

running mostly a women’s program 
with a few male rowers, and young, 
but despite that they enjoyed suc-
cess at this year’s CURC in Montreal. 
Th e club’s women’s eight squad fi n-
ished fi rst in the ‘B’ fi nals, beating 
out large schools like the University 
of Toronto and Guelph University, 
their women’s pair fi nished fi ft h in 
the ‘A’ fi nal and they had a women’s 
single fi nish sixth in the ‘A’.

Th e group self-funds, with a little 
bit of help from the Students’ Union 
as a chartered club.

“We’re not a varsity sport, but 
hopefully within the next couple 
of years we will have varsity sta-
tus, we’re working on it right now,” 
Sharp says.

In order to qualify, they have to 
hold regional championships for 
fi ve straight years, which she hopes 
will happen a few years down the 
road.

Sharp herself has been rowing for 
10 years. She came from St. Cath-
erine’s, Ontario, home of one of 

North America’s largest regattas, the 
Royal Canadian Henley Regatta.

“It’s kind of what people do down 
there,” she says. “My high school 
had a really big team, and I just kind 
of stuck with it.”

Success in rowing requires prac-
tice, obviously, and a focus on sta-
bility and balance.

“Th e stability of the boat is very 
important, especially in smaller 
boats,” Sharp says. “We do a lot of 
that on the water, but we do train off  
the water all year round.”

Maybe you are crazy. Maybe the 
idea of coasting on the rippling 
resevoir at fi ve in the morning ap-
peals to you. Perhaps upper body 
strength is something you value 
or want to improve. Well, you’re 
in luck. Th e club recruits year-
round and no experience is neces-
sary. All you have to do is e-mail 
rowing@ucalgary.ca.

“A lot of our crew is actually very 
new this year, we have a very large 
novice program,” says Sharp.

Early morning splashing

The men’s hockey team fi nd themselves in second place in Canada 
West after splitting a weekend series with the University of Saskatch-
ewan Huskies. They now sport a 6–2–2 record and are one point ahead 
of the University of Manitoba Bisons and three points behind the Univer-
sity of Alberta Golden Bears. Five of the Dinos 10 games have gone to 
overtime so far, and the Dinos have won three of them, all in a shootout. 
Reid Jorgensen leads all Dinos in scoring with 10 points (fi ves goals, 
fi ve assists).

MOVIN’ ON UP

Angela Larsen/the Gauntlet
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Jordyn Marcellus
Entertainment Editor

Amreeka is a fi lm about the beau-
ty and the pains of the Arab experi-
ence in a post-September 11 world. 
Th e fi lm, Palestinian-American 
fi lmmaker Cherien Dabis’ debut ef-
fort, is a strict by-the-numbers dra-
ma about a Palestinian immigrant 
moving to a still emotionally raw 

post-9/11 Chicago suburb, alternat-
ing between middling melodrama 
and good-natured comedy. 

Aft er winning the United States 
green card lottery, Muna (Nisreen 
Faour) takes her child Fadi (Melkar 
Muallem) to America to live with 
her sister and brother-in-law, Ragh-
da (Hiam Abbass) and Nabeel (Yus-
suf Abu-Warda). Th e nationaliza-
tion process is a rough one for the 
two — the Iraq War is beginning 
and Americans are still touchy from 
9/11 — and a lack of good jobs forc-
es Muna to work at White Castle. 

Although the family are Christians, 
they are still ostracized, threatened 
and slurred because of their Arabic 
heritage

Th e fi lm’s best moments are 
when it uses a light touch, but it 
suff ers when it sinks into melo-
drama. It treads the same familiar 
ground as most immigrant sto-
ries — Fadi gets into drugs, fi ghts 
at school and yearns to return to 
the country that understood him. 
Muna is unable to fi nd a job, so 
she secretly works at White Castle 
while bragging about her job at a 

small bank to hide her humilia-
tion.

Faour’s work as Muna is the true 
hallmark of the fi lm. She plays the 
character with a wide-eyed, caring 
innocence. Her indefatigable spirit 
gets sent to the brink numerous 
times, yet at every turn she some-
how remains upbeat. 

When she becomes melancholic 
at her burger fl ipping job, she teach-
es her misanthropic teen co-worker 
Matt (Brodie Sanderson) Arabic 
words. When asked her occupation 
back in Palestine, she remarks that 

“yes, Palestine has been occupied 
for 40 years,” one of the more amus-
ing little bits of confusion that she 
smiles through earnestly.

Th e problems that Arabs ex-
perienced every day in post 9/11 
America are handled surprisingly 
deft ly. Dabis has explained that 
this fi lm speaks to her experience 
as a Palestinian Arab growing up 
in Ohio during the fi rst Gulf War, 
with Muna being a stand in for 
her aunt who had emigrated dur-
ing the confl ict. 

A m r e e k a
f i l m r e v i e w

Amreeka details the trials and tribulations of a post-9/11 world

see Amreeka, page 16

Sarelle Azuelos
Features Editor

G round Zero Th eatre is hoping to teach 
their audience something with their 
latest production: success and selling 

out are not necessarily the same thing. 
Speed the Plow, written by David Mamet, 

is the story of Bobby Gould (Trevor Leigh), 
a Hollywood producer confl icted between a 
money-making, action-packed, soul-destroy-
ing fi lm and an artsy picture. Ryan Luhning 
plays Charlie Fox, the man with everything to 
lose. Charlie approaches Bobby with the lat-
est, hottest actor who is an extremely success-
ful action hero. 

Plow pits the confl icted Bobby against Char-
lie, who only wants fame, and his secretary 
Karen. Karen, played by Julie Orton, backs fu-
tile fi ghts for artistic integrity in an industry 
known for its lack thereof. Mamet enjoys pit-
ting those with heart against those with power 
and the desire for fi nancial gain, usually with 
a cynical outcome. Hollywood is all about suc-
cess and selling out, but that doesn’t mean that 
Calgary’s theatre scene has to be the same. 

“It’s funny with Charlie always wanting more 
— more money, more fame, more glory, the 

bigger house, the bigger this, the bigger that — 
where I’ve just always been very content in my 
life to have happiness,” says Luhning. “Th e fi rst 
and foremost thing for me has always been 
happiness and just making sure I’m happy with 

the person I am and the people who I’m work-
ing with and things like that.”

Luhning, Ground Zero’s Artistic Director, 

chose to end the season off  with Plow due to 
criticism the theatre received aft er mounting 
Evil Dead: Th e Musical, their last production. 

“I think it’s relevant in our community and 
in the face of the public right now. Th ere’s a 

Ground Zero Theatre ain’t selling out
Theatre company responds to criticisms with latest play
S p e e d T h e P l o w
t h e a t r e i n t e r v i e w

lot of controversy between what is art and 
what people consider selling out,” says Luh-
ning. “We knew there was going to be a lot of 
backlash from people thinking we’ve sold out 
in a way, that we weren’t sticking true to some 
of our harder edge roots in the past.”

Ground Zero opened in 1997 as a stepping 
stone for new actors hoping to fi ll the niche 
for more controversial, alternative theatre in 
Calgary. Evil Dead, which became infamous 
in Calgary for covering the fi rst three rows in 
sticky, red blood, was such a success that its 
run was extended and it is now playing in Van-
couver. 

“We have a stigma in Canada that once 
you become successful, people think

      We have a stigma in Canada that once you be-
come successful, people think you’re selling out.

— Ryan Luhning, Artistic Director at Ground Zero Theatre.

you’re selling out,” says Luhning.
Luhning argues that every theatre in Calgary 

seemingly sells out in its own way, whether it’s 
Calgary Th eatre putting on A Christmas Carol 
or Alberta Th eatre Projects presenting Ronnie 
Burkett’s Th eatre of Marionettes. Th eatres need 
to attract audiences to stay alive, and some-
times commercial art is the only way. 

“I mean we can do this play for my par-
ents, Trevor’s parents and three of our Boho 
friends every night, but still at the end of the 
day, you’ve got to put butts in seats,” he says. 
“It’s never selling out, it’s just success.”

Speed the Plow plays at the Ground Zero Theatre starting 
Thu., Nov. 12. Tickets available at the door. 

Geoff MacIntosh/the Gauntlet

Trevor Leigh, left, plays a confl icted Hollywood producer in Speed the Plow, starting Thu., Nov. 12 in the Ground Zero Theatre.  
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Dinosaur Jr. roar back from extinction

Julia MacGregor
Gauntlet Entertainment

WWith the recent resur-
gence of reunion tours 
in stadiums and con-

cert halls around the world, it’s a 
nice surprise when a beloved ’90s 
band has actually produced some-
thing worthwhile in their reunited 
time together. Th is is the case with 
Dinosaur Jr. 

Aft er reuniting in 2005, produc-
ing two albums — 2007’s Beyond and 
this year’s Farm, both feel like Dino-
saur Jr. in their heyday — and tour-
ing basically non-stop, the band  has 
put all other reunion acts to shame. 

“If we didn’t feel we could pull 
this off  we wouldn’t have done it,” 
says Dinosaur Jr. drummer, Murph 
(real name Emmett Murphy). “It 
was more of a matter [of] if we 
wanted to do it.”

 Dinosaur Jr. is now on the Jag-
jaguwar label, which also features 
many artists who grew up listening 

to them. Being the label veterans 
doesn’t faze the band. Th e group 
tends to think of their musical infl u-
ence on others as part of a larger pic-
ture, which critics and fans have long 
identifi ed with — hence the success 
of their post-reunion eff orts.

“We don’t think about who we are 
infl uencing or have infl uenced,” says 
Murph. “Music is like art, you pro-
duce it and put it out there and people 
can look at it, and decide if they like 
it.” 

When the group called it quits in 
the mid-’90s aft er tensions between 
guitarist J Mascis and bassist Lou 
Barlow ran too high. Murph was of-
ten forced to mediate between them. 
Now, on stage Lou and Murph’s 
rhythm section acts as the founda-
tion to J’s fl air, creating one tasty di-
nosaur fl avoured combination.

“Our band is like a cake,” says 
Murph. “Lou and I are the base and 
J is the sprinkles.” 

Even Rock Band has shown their 
Dinosaur Jr. appreciation by re-
leasing “Pick Me Up,” “Th e Wag-
on” and “Feel Th e Pain” as tracks 
on the game. Murph hasn’t played 
the drums or felt the pain of the 

expert level yet, but J’s nephew can 
out-shred his uncle any day.

With the original 1988 lineup of 
Macsis, Barlow and Murph back 
to assail audiences with aggressive, 

brooding and melancholic sounds, 
it’s hard not to love this band which 
has come such a long way. 

“I feel like a cat with eight lives and 
this is my fourth life,” says Murph. 

D i n o s a u r J r .
m u s i c i n t e r v i e w

“When I see footage from 1988, I 
think, ‘who are those guys?’ ”

Dinosaur Jr. play in the Macewan Ballroom Sat., 
Nov. 14. The show starts at 8 p.m.

courtesy Killbeat Music

Dinosaur Jr. are like a perfectly baked cake. They’re also prepped for the cold Alberta winter. 
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Amreeka, cont’d from pg. 14

courtesy E1 Publicity

Nisreen Faour plays Muna, right, a sweethearted Palestinian emigré trying to make her way in a 
Chicago suburb in Amreeka, opening Fri., Nov. 13 at the Plaza Theatre.

Alia Shawkat’s (Arrested Develop-
ment) character, Salma, doubly shows 
the anger that Arab-Americans feel 
when they see these confl icts and also 
the sometimes tricky situations they 
can get themselves into because of 
their Americanization: both passion-
ately defending her fi gurative broth-
ers and sisters back in Palestine while 
looking helplessly from the sidelines 
at the injustices they see. 

Dabis, best known as a writer for 

Showtime’s Th e L Word, is a graduate 
of Columbia fi lm school. Surprising-
ly, then, this fi lm is not a technical 
marvel by any stretch of the imagi-
nation. Th e camera is handheld, 
with little in the way of grand move-
ments. Even the scenery is dull and 
grey. Th e Chicago suburb — actually 
shot in Winnipeg — is cold and life-
less in comparison to the earthy vi-
brance of Palestine. 

While Amreeka isn’t off ering 

anything new or surprising, it does 
off er a relatively light-hearted af-
fair showing the tremendous pain 
that “evil Arabs” experienced in 
post-9/11 America. While the 
melodrama, especially any plot 
lines considering the son, can be 
aggravating, it’s still worth it every 
step of the way.

Amreeka opens at the Plaza Theatre on Fri., Nov. 13 
at 7 p.m. 
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Jordyn Marcellus
Entertainment Editor

With some artists, there’s 
a constant need for 
re-invention and Max-

ine Morin — otherwise known as 
DJ Champion — experienced that 
drive with his new album Resis-
tance, released in September. 

Aft er returning to his home studio 
in Montreal, he sat down to produce 
what would eventually become Re-
sistance. He found himself in a bit of 
a sticky situation following the initial 
recording process — the album he 
made wasn’t satisfactory.

“I wasn’t challenging myself and 
I wasn’t putting myself at risk,” says 
Morin. “I was being myself as DJ 
Champion on stage and I was very 
confi dent on stage with all this pow-
er. I had to stop myself and do stuff  
that I’m not used to or stuff  I’m shy 
to do. I would play songs I would 
compose, compose bad songs, feel 
ashamed — trying to kick myself 
[into a new creative place].”

So Morin took a bold step. In-
stead of releasing something he 
wasn’t sure about, he put it on the 
backburner and re-directed his ef-
forts to a new sound. 

“I decided to fl ush [the album] 
and not use it,” says Morin in his 
Quebecois brogue. “It was three 
or four months of work and it just 
sounded too much like Chill ’Em 
All, the fi rst CD. I wasn’t going any-
where else, I had good songs that I 
was proud of, but it should mean 
more than being comfortable and 

being safe and making tons of mon-
ey.”

While it’s easy for most musicians 
to stay in the comfort zone, slowly 
creating and evolving their sound 
over years of albums, Morin de-
cided to do something diff erent 
and experimental himself — cre-
ate a rock album. 

“You have the choice to build on 
solid ground,” says Morin. “Like if I 
had done this CD like Chill ’Em All 
I would have been on safe ground. 
What I decided to do was not play 
that safe game. Of course, it’s great 
to learn from your error and if you 
want to go forward, you have to 
have a memory of what you did. 
But there’s other ways to evolve. 
When you’re always building on 
safe ground, you get that power of 

knowing what you do. But you also 
get to power-tripping with what 
you do.”

Th ough some diehards may fe-

verishly cry “sell-out,” this move 
is perfect, in keeping with Morin’s 
musical experimentation on Chill 
’Em All. It’s not about fi ddling with 
the knobs to create something 
weird, abstract or somehow diff er-
ent; it’s about craft ing something 
unfamiliar to the artist engaged in 
that creative process. If that means 
picking up a guitar, then so be it.

“I’ve done experimental music 

and I’ve gone real far with it,” says 
Morin. “But I’ve never done pop 
music. So for me, making a pop 
song was experimenting — because 
I’ve never done it. It’s challenging 
and very diff erent for many people. 
For me, it was just a new thing.”

For Morin, who is almost con-
stantly on one tour or another, he 
had to actually sit down and craft  
the album. Morin’s mind, though, 
was still on the road — which meant 
that he was composing not creative-
ly, but more effi  ciently. He realized 
he needed to be less like Henry Ford 
and more like Salvador Dali. 

“When I stopped touring, I start-
ed composing for the new CD,” he 
says. “But that’s no good — I was 
the guy on stage. On stage, you have 
to be effi  cient. You have to be there 
. . . When I’m composing, it’s the to-
tal opposite. I like to get lost.”

So Morin moved into rock ’n’ 
roll. He abandoned the mellow 
soundscapes that made the 2004 
eff ort so popular and engaged 
the part of him that makes his 
live show so exciting: powerful, 

crunchy, hard-hitting guitars and 
exciting dance beats that get asses 
onto the fl oor. Even though he 
says it may not make him “a ton of 
money” he wants more than just 
the dollar bills. 

“I want my dad to be proud of me, 
y’know?” says Morin with a laugh.

A champion of experimentalism
D J C h a m p i o n
m u s i c i n t e r v i e w

courtesy Maple Music 

Maxime Morin, known as DJ Champion, would rather “do stuff 
that I’m not used to” than get comfortable when he creates music. 

DJ Champion plays Thu., Nov. 12 in the Gateway. 
Show starts at 8 p.m. 

     I want my dad to be proud of me, y’know?  
— Maxime Morin, DJ Champion.
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Chongo deMaurier
Gauntlet Wing Chef

 1) Watch Into the Wild
It’s our generation’s Easy Rider. 

Society man — society, society, SO-
CIETY! Aft er watching the movie 
one realizes that the skills to kill, 
skin and preserve moose meat are 
necessary for a proper existential 
crisis.  Unfortunatley we were un-
able to locate a method to do this. 
Here is a chicken wing recipe:
Serving Size: 12   
Preparation Time: 30:00
Ingredients:
3  pounds  chicken wings*
1  bottle kraft  spicy BBQ**
1 1/2 teaspoons red cayenne pepper
1/4 teaspoon salt
2 teaspoons black pepper
1/2 teaspoon minced garlic fl akes
1 teaspoon minced onion fl akes
3 tablespoons worcestershire sauce
2 tablespoons green dragon sauce (or 
jalapeno sauce)
1 tablespoon tabasco sauce
1 tablespoon cajun spice***
*Chicken wings or small chicken 
legs; more wings or legs can be added 

Seven steps to a happy, healthy existential crisis
if needed. **Kraft  BBQ or K.C. Style 
sauce. ***Cajun Spice or Capt. Link’s 
Cajun seasoning.
REMEMBER: THERE AIN’T NO 
THING LIKE A CHICKEN WING
Preperation method:
 In a crockpot, add chicken BBQ 
sauce, and all spices.
 Stir and heat on low for four hours. 
To serve, I suggest you prepare the 
Cajun Rice Recipe, and aft er the 
buff alo wings are cooked, prepare 
the rice, pour the rice into a con-
tainer or casserole dish and spread 
out evenly.

2) Buy Herman Hesse’s Siddhar-
tha. Read it. Love it. Choose to live 
it.

3) Buy Jean-Paul Sartre’s Being 
and Nothingness. Put it on your 
bookshelf. Stare at it in fear at least 
once each morning.

4) Plane ticket to India is too 
expensive, and Indian food is too 
spicy, move to Nelson, B.C. Re-
member to bring your copy of Be-
ing and Nothingness and Into the 
Wild. Place the former on a cof-
fee table alongside a small collec-
tion of cigarettes you have rolled, 

watch the latter. Th ink deeply while 
smoking.

5) Cook some chicken wings. 
When about to dig in, see image 
of chiackadee in Easter candy ad-
vertisement on television. Begin to 
feel horrible about the slaughter of 
chickens. Don’t eat the wings.

6) Get hungry. Find the bar serv-
ing the cheapest wings in town. 
Consume basket of seven-cent 
wings. Th irty minutes later start 
to feel very, very ill. Return home. 
Clutch stomach. Cry a bit. Wake up 
next morning feeling better, but a 
little disillusioned. Decide to watch 

Into the Wild again to lift  spirits.
7) Aft er watching Into the Wild 

500 times, decide to read obscure 
Tolstoy books like Alex. Conclude, 
as he does, that true happiness 
must be shared. Scorn existential-
ism, throw out Being and Nothing-
ness, get married. 
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Never fear, TLFs are here! As this is 
a short week dedicated to reading (?) 
and staying alive before fi nals, why not 
mosey on into the U of C and pick up 
the Gauntlet? While on campus, write 
a TLF! Bring your TLF to MSC 319 or 
email them to tlfs@thegauntlet.ca. All 
submissions must include your name, 
ID number, phone number and signa-
ture. Submissions judged to be racist, 
sexist, homophobic or attacks of a per-
sonal nature will not be tolerated. 

Genocide is to abortion as bananas are 
to... the sun? After all bananas and the 
sun are both yellow, therefore they’re 
the same, right? CPL, you are not “edu-
cating” me in anything other than an 
alternative route across campus.

[BurnEd]

To creepy happy Asian girl in 3rd year 
Geology. Please stop staring at me in 
Paleo..

– Guy in touque
[CreepEd Out]

Are you fun, tidy and looking for a 
place to live starting Jan. 1, 2010? 
Gord and Julie are seeking a room-
mate in a cozy 3 bedroom bungalow! 
Just a 20 minute walk to the U of C 
campus, 5 minutes by bus (one block 
walk to routes 20 and 73 on North-
mount), less than 10 minute bike ride. 
Just off 19th St. and Northmount. 
$435/month+utilities. Email: julie.jo-
line@gmail.com for info., pics, or tour.

CHRIS GHERAN performs for Wom-
en’s Shelter Benefi t at the Blind Beggar 
on November 14th @ 8 p.m.. Check 
out www.chrisgheran.com.

CPL display is lame, why no Robot 
Genocide Awareness week? Thou-
sands of robots die senselessly all the 
time. What about Commander Data 
or the roomba that senses fear? What 
about their rights?

– Robotics cub, where R U?

Gid: “Love is a temporary madness. 
It erupts like an earthquake and then 
subsides. And when it subsides you 
have to make a decision. You have 
to work out whether your roots have 
become so entwined together that it 
is inconceivable that you should ever 
part.” -St. Augustine (Barbara Walters. 
God Bless Barbara Walters). Happy 1 
year LOML. *pew pew pew* YoLo.

Word-o’ the Week:
Capricious: Changeable, impulsive   
and unpredictable; determined by 
chance, impulse or whim, rather than 
by necessity or reason.
Example: I capriciously chose “capri-
cious” as the word of the week.

A Friendship Prayer:
Curse the one who ruins your perfect 
day and pray that cockroaches infest 
their crotch and may their arms be too 
short for their hands to scratch. Amen.

-You know who You are

Would it be so bad if I stayed? I’m 
just a ghost out of his grave... and I 
can make love in my grave... I won’t 
put white into your hair, I won’t make 
noises in your stairs, I will be kind and 
I’ll be sweet if you stop staring straight 
through me... And this is why I have 
decided to pull these old white sheets 
from my head. I’ll leave them folded 
neat and tidy so that you’ll know I’m 
out of hiding. And this is why I have 
decided to leave your house and home 
unhaunted. You don’t need polter-
geists for sidekicks. You don’t need 
treats, and you don’t need tricks... and 
you don’t need me.
-Excerpt from Mother Mother’s 

“Ghosting”

I wonder by my troth, what thou and 
I did, till we loved? ....‘Twas so; but 
this, all pleasures fancies be; if ever 
any beauty I did see, which I desired, 
and got, ‘twas but a dream of thee. 
And now good-morrow to our waking 
souls, which watch not one another out 
of fear; for love all love of other sights 
controls, and makes one little room an 
everywhere.... If our two loves be one, 
or thou and I Love so alike that none 
can slacken, none can die.
-Excerpts from John Donne’s “The 

Good Morrow”

Shimmering careless
Songbird rants harshly, demons
Recede feebly, fi rst

– The Genuine Haiku Generator

No Shave November participants:
SHAVE!!! Please, it looks decent at 
fi rst, but then really, who are you try-
ing to fool? You know it’s itchy and it 
gets in the way — and not to mention 
is painful for your partner — during 
makeout sessions. You’ll thank me.

Fact-o’ the Week:
As run by the Bookseller Magazine, 
two winners of the 2009 Oddest Book 
Title of the Year Award go to Brooks 
D. Cash’s, “Curbside Consultation of 
the Colon” and Mark Hordyszynski’s, 
“Strip and Knit with Style.”

Eff the Black Lounge for making parka 
partiers wait in line for two hours while 
the lounge was practically EMPTY!!! 
Same goes for refusing to allow any-
one else outside onto the patio af-
ter midnight, EVEN THOUGH lots of 
people were coming back inside and 
making room for other people to join 
the REAL party outside. Eff the bar 
who said they weren’t giving out water 
anymore, WTF?!?! And Eff the Den for 
now allowing people to go upstairs to 
the Black Lounge. PS: Effallyall rowdy 
drunks for jumping the line in the fi rst 
place!!!

Style is the answer to everything. Fresh 
way to approach a dull or dangerous 
day. To do a dull thing with style is 
preferable to doing a dangerous thing 
without style. To do a dangerous thing 
with style, is what I call art.... Style is a 
difference, a way of doing, a way of be-
ing done. Six herons standing quietly 
in a pool of water, or you, walking out 
of the bathroom without seeing me.

– Excerpts from Bukowski’s “Style”

Attention Lads:
Urinals are for urine! Sure, it can be 
hard to fi nd a garbage sometimes, but 
believe it or not, the tiny holes in the 
bottom of urinals are not big enough to 
fl ush your gum down! Someone must 
manually pick your gum out of the uri-
nal. EW!

– Classy Lads (and Lassies)

Plums hatch, caskets bloom
Glittering towers splatter
Rhinoceri splash

– The Genuine Haiku Generator

WRITE TLFS WRITE TLFS WRITE TLFS 
WRITE TLFS WRITE TLFS WRITE TLFS 
WRITE TLFS WRITE TLFS WRITE TLFS

– TLF Editor  <3
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