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will exempt post-secondary 
schools from the tuition cap, 
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one of their own, page 4.

Screw Facebook, write letters. Maintaining friendships takes more than just a virtual poke. 
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Aft er hard fi nancial times 
hit, the city of Calgary 
has included some rather 

brash cuts in their proposed 2010 
budget. Nearly every city depart-
ment faces reductions, except for 
the Calgary Police Service. One 
of the departments hardest hit is 
Calgary Transit. As a result, Cal-
garians without cars might want to 
reconsider their options.

Over the past several years, the 
municipal government has been 
pushing the merits of Calgary 
Transit at every turn. It’s cheap! 
It’s plentiful! It’s expanding! Th e 
rising price of gasoline, coupled 
with the mounting costs of main-
taining Calgary’s outdated road 
system, made investment in trains 
and buses logical — even ignoring 
the multitude of environmental 
benefi ts. Heck, the Bronconnier 
government even managed to fi -
nagle millions of dollars from the 
provincial government to fund the 
long-planned west leg of the LRT 
and, as of this writing, construc-
tion is almost underway.

However, aft er the fi nancial 
ass-kicking the city took in 2009, 
fairly broad cuts have been made 
to the budget to keep the im-
pending tax hikes low — only 4.8 
per cent, it is an election year, aft er 
all. As a result, Calgary Transit is 
axing 21,500 service hours. Details 

haven’t been ironed out yet, but the 
city is targeting cuts for low-usage 
routes. Th e idea is to better utilize 
the system by trimming empty 
buses. Th e unfortunate side eff ect 
is that these cuts will likely see 
routes in the city’s fringes stripped 
back or cut altogether.

Th e bizarre thing about the city’s 
latest move is that it runs counter 
to its previous message. Back when 
plans were made to expand transit 
spending and coverage, the mar-
keting push was that once public 
transit was established as inex-

pensive and eff ective, Calgarians 
would abandon their cars and the 
roads would empty and everyone 
would be better off  in the long run. 
In the short-run, though, sacrifi ces 
would have to be made. Of course, 
now that we’re in an election year, 
the only thing being sacrifi ced is 
Calgary Transit’s ability to get Cal-
garians where they want to go in a 
timely fashion.

Historically, Calgary has em-
braced urban sprawl, much to the 
detriment of the environment and 
the ability of anyone without a car 

to get anywhere. As a result, Cal-
garians have fl ocked to the auto-
mobile and all of its trappings — 
including hour-long commutes. 
Hardest hit are those living in the 
outskirts, as they have rarely been 
off ered the kind of public transit 
accessibility that inner city dwell-
ers take for granted. Now that cuts 
have to be made, the city’s least-
utilized bus routes are likely facing 
the axe — the irony being they’re 
the least used because they’re bare-
ly off ered as an alternative to driv-
ers in these areas.

In the long-term, Calgary’s 
transit plan may actually come to 
fruition. Calgarians may abandon 
their cars and fully seize the joys 
of public transit. However, in the 
short-term, not much will change. 
Th ose who live in the inner city, 
where Calgary Transit off ers a wide 
array of services, will continue to 
utilize those services. Dave Bron-
connier’s old ward is about to get 
an LRT, making it one of the city’s 
best-served areas. For Calgarians 
in areas like Tuscany, MacKenzie 
Towne and other outlying areas 
. . . well, they better gas up their 
cars and dig in for the long haul, 
because to Calgary Transit, those 
areas might as well not even exist.

Ryan Pike
Opinions Editor

Calgary Transit funding in peril
Budget cuts threaten to gut public institution
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“Th e increase in 
tuition is not ideal 
however without it, 
more job losses will 
occur.”
– Lauren Rooney, 
third-year environ-
mental science

“Doesn’t make a 
diff erence to me.”
– Stephen D’abadie, 
third-year masters 
mechanical 
engineering

“Not sure what we 
can do to improve 
the situation.”
– Lance Stewart, 
fi ft h-year sociology

“No, because less 
students will apply 
to university.”
– Kelly 
Prokopchuk, 
fi rst-year 
environmental 
science

c a m p u s  q u i p sIs raising tuition — by more than the previously agreed 1.5 per cent — the right way to combat the U of C’s deficit?

Interviews: Amy Badry  Photographs: Sydney Stokoe

Emily Ask
Gauntlet News

Despite an assurance in the 
Post-Secondary Learn-
ing Act that tuition would 

only be raised by 1.5 per cent, the 
provincial gov-
ernment has cre-
ated a loophole 
for post-second-
ary institutions 
to raise tuition in 
some cases.

Th e loophole 
means universi-
ties can submit 
an application to 
modify tuition 
costs for various 
degrees accord-
ing to market 
demand. Accord-
ing to this plan, 
degrees with a 
higher market 
demand, such 
as engineering, medicine or law, 
would cost more than an arts or sci-
ences degree.

Advanced Education Minister 
Doug Horner said the option would 
not be available to all institutions. 

“Whatever proposal [institutions] 
bring forward to the [Advanced Ed-
ucation] department has to be fair, 
has to be equitable. It has to have a 
proper case behind it,” Horner said. 
“Th ey have to show a very solid rea-
son as to why we would look at ad-
justing the base of a particular pro-
gram or particular tuition.”

“Th ere have been no decisions 
made on diff erential tuition,” said 
University of Calgary spokesperson 
Grady Semmens. “Th e usual pro-
cedure is that the U of C adminis-
tration talks to the Students’ Union 
[fi rst].”

“Th e fact that the province is say-
ing diff erential tuition may be an 
option for certain programs doesn’t 
mean [it will be implemented at the 
U of C],” he added.

Students’ Union president Char-
lotte Kingston thinks the tuition 
model should remain untouched.

“Th e current model took years 
upon years to agree upon. Th e gov-
ernment made a commitment to 
keeping this until at least 2016. By 
not sticking to it they are breaking 
their promise.”

Anything resembling a diff er-
ential tuition model should be 
avoided because of the negative ef-

fects it would have on prospective 
students, Kingston insisted. For ex-
ample, a student with a passion for 
a higher demand degree, like law, 
might not pursue that career in fa-
vour of a less expensive education.

“[It] prescribes educational and 
career choices that students can 
make based on their ability to pay.” 

Th ough rising tuition costs are 
the fi rst concern, Kingston is also 
apprehensive about rising compul-
sory fees for services provided by 
the university in addition to tuition. 
According to a recent Statistics 

Canada publication, Alberta post 
secondaries have the highest com-
pulsory fees in the country.

Th e framework used right now 
is called cost recovery, Kingston 
explained, which means the U of C 
can only charge students for deliv-
ery of services. 

She argued the current frame-
work doesn’t do enough to prevent 
rising fees and allows the universi-
ty to slip in extra costs by creating 
new “services” to charge for — like 
the Campus Common Spaces, Sus-
tainability and Safety Fee proposed 

at the University of Alberta. 
Advanced Education and Tech-

nology spokesperson Donna Mc-
Coll said the ministry believes the 
Statistics Canada report is faulty.

“We have noted that compulsory 
fee calculation in [the] Statistics 
Canada report was done wrong,” said 
McColl. “Th e compulsory fees at the 
U of C did increase by three per cent 
over 2008 to 2009, but Statistics 
Canada included a newly intro-
duced health and dental plan 
at U of A. It is a non-compulsory 
fee, so it skewed the results. Th ey 
added an extra $192 a year from the 
U of A that shouldn’t have been in-
cluded.”

She added that the ministry 
would contact Statistics Canada to 
ensure this didn’t happen again.

Th e SU sent Advanced Education 
and Technology Minister Doug 
Horner a letter, and urges students 
to do the same. Th e minister re-
sponded by setting up a meeting 
with the SU on Dec. 9.

Th e SU will be holding an event 
leading up to the meeting regarding 
tuition Tuesday and Wednesday in 
the south courtyard. On Wednes-
day there will be a discussion panel 
from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Province breaks promise on tuition cap

Despite an assurance in the Post-Secondary Learning Act that tu-
ition would only be raised by 1.5 per cent, some may pay more.

Chris Pederson/The Gauntlet

Charlotte 
Kingston

Doug Horner

Getting to know the interim president Schulich study aims to revitalize 
construction in North America

Despite being on the cutting 
edge of technology, North Ameri-
can construction productivity has 
slipped in recent years.

A University of Calgary study 
from Sculich’s School of Engineer-
ing is aiming to reverse the down-
ward trend of recent years.

Th e study identifi es the “top ten 
targets for construction productiv-
ity improvement” and presents of a 
“productivity toolbox” for Alberta 
construction companies to try.

Th e toolbox has two components: 
an information booth on the job 
site monitoring work targets, ex-

pectations and other site-specifi c 
help, and a “construction produc-
tivity improvement offi  cer.”

“Using a graduate student in 
the role of the productivity offi  cer 
for two 10-week periods on ac-
tual construction projects, we saw 
an eight per cent increase in tool 
time and a 29 per cent increase in 
productivity,” said developer of the 
new system, Janaka Ruwanpura, 
on the Daily Commercial News 
website.

PCL is one company currently 
trying out the productivity toolbox.

..Trevor Bacque

Brent Constantin
News Assistant

Th e winter season brings snow, 
holidays and, this year, a new in-
terim president at the University of 
Calgary.

While students still do not know 
who the president of their school 
will be in the long term, they do 
know who will fi ll the void aft er 
Harvey Weingarten steps down at 
the end of December.

Last Monday, the institution an-
nounced Warren Veale, professor 
emeritus and a founding member 
of the U of C faculty of medicine, 

would be handed the reigns of the 
school until a permanent replace-
ment for Weingarten can be found.

Veale, who has served 40 years at 
the institution, said his time at the 
U of C has been a long and fulfi lling 
journey, and through his variety of 
roles at the school, he is prepared to 
make an even deeper commitment 
to students’ education.

“I’ve watched the university grow 
and I am very proud to be part of 
what has been accomplished in 
such a short period of time. When 
I was approached by the Board [of 
Governors] to take on this role, I 
felt I could make a contribution to 

students, staff , faculty and the com-
munity,” he said.

“Veale’s experiences on campus 
as well as his involvement and con-
nection to the community make 
him well-suited to assume the lead-
ership of the university,” said Board 
of Governors chair Jack Perraton.

Before coming to the U of C, 
Veale earned his Bachelor of Sci-
ence from the University of Mani-
toba, followed by his Master of Sci-
ence and PhD at Purdue University 
in Indiana.

Over his career at the institution 
Veale has served in many roles, in-

see NEW PRES, page 6
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Ken Clarke
Gauntlet News

Calgary’s music community is 
still in shock following the 
announcement that Rever-

end Ron, 20-year host of CJSW’s Th e 
Blues Witness, passed away Th u., 
Nov. 12, aft er a battle with cancer.

Ronald J. Predika died the night 
before CJSW made their long await-
ed move to the third fl oor of the 
MacEwan Student Centre, on the 
University of Calgary campus. Th e 
last song to be played in the old 
space was Ron’s theme song, Merlin 
Johnson’s “Down on Easy Street.”

Ron was respected by many and 
his social circles extended wide and 
far, said CJSW station manager Chad 
Saunders. 

He kept his illness private. People 
didn’t know much about his back-
ground because he didn’t think 
it was necessary — he wanted to 
know what your thoughts were 
now, explained Saunders.

“I can recall blues musicians 
coming into CJSW,” he said. “Th ey 
were welcomed by Ron as if they 

had been friends for years — some 
were and some he had just met.”

Saunders fi rst met Ron aft er a sta-
tion meeting when they went for a 
beer in the Den and sat down at the 
old picnic tables. When Ron asked 
the server what was on tap, she re-
plied Labatt’s Blue. 

“Ron pointed at me and said 
‘Th at’s for young guys like him, 
that’s not my beer.’ Th e server went 

through all the beers and Ron had 
a comment on every single one. It 
was pretty funny,” he recalled.

“Th en Ron looked at Don Mc-
Swiney [former CJSW station man-
ager] and said, ‘Let’s talk about 
CJSW and what makes good radio.’ 
For somebody brand new to the 
station, that was probably the most 
informal yet most signifi cant oral 
history lesson on what it took to 

make good radio. You knew that as 
long as Reverend Ron was there, it 
was going to be alright. He was also 
our good luck charm when it came 
to the funding drives. He could get 
people pumped up.”

Over half of CJSW’s impressive col-
lection of blues discs have Ron’s notes 
written on them. He had an infl uen-
tial hand in defi ning that library. 

“I don’t think that anyone who 
knew Ron here at the station will 
forget his programming,” mused 
Saunders. “Th at will live on forever 
for sure.” 

It was Kerry Clarke, now artistic 
director for the Calgary Folk Music 
Festival, who put Ron on the air for 
the fi rst time in 1990. 

 “I invited him to come on a show 
Suki Davis and I did as a guest,” re-
called Clarke. “He brought all kinds 
of wacky albums, including some 
Hawaiian ones he found in the gar-
bage. Upon discovering he knew 
quite a bit about the blues, I asked 
him to do a few shows. He initially 
just hosted and I teched. I slowly 
groomed him into taking over the 
show, [then called Th e Blues Ex-

periment.] I remember his fi rst few 
interviews, where he asked artists 
things like ‘do you have a jukebox?’ 
and ‘do you eat jambalaya?’ which 
prompted nervous record reps to 
suggest that I have Ron ask about 
their latest album and tour.”

During the Calgary Midwinter 
Blues Festival last February, Ron was 
inducted into the Calgary Blues Mu-
sic Association Hall of Fame as a Life-
time Achievement award recipient.

Calgary International Blues Fes-
tival co-producer Cindy McLeod 
said they couldn’t imagine a more 
worthy choice.

“His acceptance speech under-
scored his humble view that he was 
‘just a guy spinning records,’ but to 
those of us who love the blues, the 
Rev will evermore be remembered 
as the man who brought the best in 
blues to our radios every week for 
nearly two decades.”

Friends and family are invited to 
a celebration of Ron’s life at Mikey’s 
Juke Joint, 1901 - 10th Avenue S.W., 
at 12:30 p.m. Sun., Nov. 22. All are 
invited to stay for the following 
Sunday open jam.

Community remembers Reverend Ron 

Future of quality money initiative in question with rising defi cit 

Reverend Ron preaches to the masses at the 2008 International Blues Festival.
Ken Clarke/the Gauntlet

Brent Constantin
News Assistant

A budget shortfall at the Univer-
sity of Calgary might decrease some 
of the quality students have come to 
expect.

With a defi cit at the U of C all but 
certain for next year and cuts loom-
ing, some are concerned that one of 
the fi rst areas to be hit will be the 
quality money initiative, a program 
that allows the Students’ Union and 
university to jointly provide fund-
ing for student-focused projects 
each year. 

Students’ Union president Char-
lotte Kingston said that while the 
funds have been secured for 2009, 
the university’s Board of Governors’ 
commitment last year to fund the 
initiative three years into the future is 
contingent on funds being available.

“Depending on the gap needed to 
fi ll — which, in other words, is to 
say the size of our defi cit — there 
will be conversations about what 
concessions need to be made from 
everybody, and I don’t think we’ll 
be any diff erent,” said Kingston.

Kingston said there will be some 
heady discussions with administra-
tion in the months to come about 
the benefi t of quality money and the 
value it has had in the past institut-
ing features like the nursing skills 
lab and extracurricular programs 
like Bike Route and the Co-Curric-
ular Record. 

“Th ere’s been a lot of really im-
portant academic foundation pieces 
that are supplied through [quality 
money] funds, and to see the en-
tire program go by the wayside, I 
think, would be really short-sighted 
on behalf of this administration in 

terms of trying to fi ll their defi cit 
cap,” Kingston said.

Established in 2003, the qual-
ity money initiative came out of 

the annual tuition fee consultation 
between the SU and the U of C ad-
ministration with the goal of fund-
ing projects at the university that 

would enhance the overall student 
experience. Since then the fund has 
grown from $800,000 to $1.5 million 

see Quality Money, page 6
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Quality Money, continued from page 5

New pres, continued from page 4
cluding associate dean of the Fac-
ulty of Medicine, head of the De-
partment of Medicine Physiology 
and Biophysics, dean of the Faculty 
of Kinesiology and associate dean 
of the Faculty of Graduate Studies. 
He held the position of dean of the 
Faculty of Graduate Studies and 
associate vice-president (graduate 
and post-degree programs) for four 
years and also provided interim 
leadership to the Institute of Sus-
tainable Energy, Environment and 
Economy. Most recently, Veale was 
involved in the fi rst phase of the iS2 
Project, a university-wide adminis-
trative review. Veale also holds the 
highest honour that can be attained 
by a scientist in Canada as a fellow 
of the Royal Society of Canada.

With solid leadership at the uni-
versity, his time as interim president 
will be spent building on the suc-
cesses accomplished to further the 
quality education students receive, 
said Veale, something he says he’s 
seen during his time at the school.

“Th e university has made for-

midable steps in its young history. 
We are a young institution that has 
developed and grown very quickly. 
We rank among the best in Canada 
and we continue to build on a tra-
dition of excellence. Our focus is 
off ering outstanding educational 
opportunity for students and high 
quality research. We will continue 
in that vein.”

Meanwhile, with president Wein-
garten scheduled to retire this Janu-
ary aft er eight years at the U of C, 
the Presidential Advisory Search 
Committee is still hoping to have 
a permanent replacement in place 
this summer.

Th e PASC, established last year, 
has hired search consultants Ray 
& Berndtson Canada to identify 
and contact potential applicants 
through their own search process 
for qualifi ed candidates.

On its website, Memorial Uni-
versity said “university presiden-
tial searches both in Canada and 
abroad, normally take between six 
and 10 months to complete — that 

is, from the start of the search until 
the name of the successful candi-
date is made public.”

Th e Newfoundland-based uni-
versity had been seeking a new pres-
ident for over two years, before fi -
nally appointing Alberta soil expert 
Gary Kachanoski on Wednesday.

“While I am not in a position 
to comment on the search process 
itself, I am deeply committed to 
the university,” Veale said, when 
asked if he would stay on as interim 
president if the presidential search 
extended past the summer. “If I’m 
needed, I will consider extending 
my term.”

Veale said that even aft er a new 
president is appointed he won’t be 
leaving the university, staying in-
volved through emeritus status.

“It’s important to me that I stay 
connected to the university and be 
part of its future growth, in whatev-
er capacity that I can. I’ve been on a 
long journey with [the] U of C and 
it is one that I’m not ready to part 
with quite yet,” said Veale.

and provided funding for over 67 
initiatives from classroom size re-
duction to scholarships and bursary 
creation. Student organizations, 
faculties and individuals submit 
proposals each fall to be reviewed 
by the SU which approves a certain 
number for funding based on how 
they will enhance the student expe-
rience.

“One thing I’m worried about, if 
we do lose it, is that it takes several 
years for people to get that far in the 
planning process so they’re bank-
ing on it being there,” said Kings-
ton. “We bank on it being there, the 
university departments bank on it 
being there, and I think if it’s cut it 
will be a really visible sign of how 

poor off  we are at the institution 
right now.”

Unlike the University of Alberta, 
which is forecasting a $59 million 
shortfall in next year’s budget, the U 
of C hasn’t released any fi rm num-
bers — something Kingston attrib-
uted to the U of C entering into col-
lective agreement bargaining with 
staff  salaries as well as the ministry 
of Advanced Education and Tech-
nology not fi nalizing the percent-
age cuts to base operating funding, 
both of which will be signifi cant in 
determining the institution’s defi cit. 

“Tuition consultation has been 
pushed from December to Febru-
ary so we know we won’t get a fi rm 
answer of what those cuts will look 

like until very late fall, early winter,” 
Kingston said when asked when the 
defi cit numbers will be available.

In the event that the quality mon-
ey program is reduced or eliminat-
ed, the SU won’t be able to make up 
the shortfall. With their operating 
budget tied into other areas, the 
quality money would have to be 
found in diff erent sources, some-
thing that would negatively impact 
those recipients that depend on 
annual funds from the program to 
continue their programming.

“A lot of student programs de-
pend on that money, so if it goes 
away they will expire and there 
won’t be a thing we can do about 
them,” said Kingston.

Eric Mathison
Gauntlet News

Like all good breakfasts, it began with 
the distribution of $1 million. Th e Uni-
versity of Calgary’s School of Public 

Policy, however, is interested in quality dis-
cussion as well. 

So, aft er the Imperial Oil Foundation do-
nated $1 million to begin the Imperial Oil 
Distinguished Lecture Series on Oct. 30, 
ExxonMobil senior vice-president Andrew 
Swiger spoke about the world’s long-term en-
ergy needs.

“Canada is an especially important link 
in meeting the world’s energy needs,” said 

Swiger. Th e lecture, which took place at the 
Fairmont Palliser hotel in downtown Cal-
gary, focused on the unique energy relation-
ship between Canada and the United States, 
as well as the growing needs of developing 
countries around the world.

Swiger emphasized the role of the Alberta 
oilsands as a continuing source of energy for 
the world. But he also suggested improve-
ments in the extraction technology for other 
resources will reshape the types of fuel the 
world consumes. Specifi cally, natural gas will 
play a larger part in contributing energy. 

“We see an expanding gas framework that 
provides plenty of support for projects like 
the Mackenzie project,” said Swiger, referring 

to a large natural gas deposit in the Northwest 
Territories that companies have been inter-
ested in development for decades.

Aaron Griffi  th, a student with the Institute 
for Sustainable Energy, Environment and 
Economy, was interested in Swiger’s long-
term outlook. Griffi  th has concerns about en-
vironmental sustainability, though. 

“Whenever you have a company that is in-
terested in developing wilderness areas there 
is always the concern that important factors 
will come second to quick development,” he 
said. 

Griffi  th said he was optimistic that com-
panies are generally improving in areas they 
were negligent towards in the past, however. 

“We want to make sure that we’ll be able to 
provide energy long term, not just in the next 
decade or so.”

Th e Distinguished Lecture Series is focused 
on bringing in key voices in a variety of fi elds 
related to public policy. Th e contribution 
from the Imperial Oil Foundation will go to-
wards funding the four-times yearly series, 
and will also support the SPP’s Energy for Life 
program. 

In collaboration with a variety of other 
faculties on campus, the Energy for Life pro-
gram is designed to produce innovative re-
search on economic policy regarding energy, 
assessments of environmental impact and de-
termine appropriate regulatory practices.

A breakfast with public policy power players
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In the era of Facebook, MSN Mes-
senger, MySpace and instant 
messaging, many sociologists 

believe face-to-face interactions are 
declining, making society increas-
ingly anti-social. 

University of Calgary associate 
professor John Manzo believes oth-
erwise. 

“We are seeing daily social in-
teractions in the public sphere 
move into the private sphere,” says 
Manzo. “What we have to consider 
is these new interactions and their 
social importance.” 

Manzo grew up in Chicago and 
received his undergraduate de-
gree in history from Reed College 
in 1986. He moved on to the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin to pursue his 
masters and PhD in sociology. 

“I was the fi rst individual in my 
family to attend university,” says 
Manzo. “I always considered myself 
as an outsider looking in — inter-
acting with kids from the right side 
of the track while I stood on the 
left .”

“Being this marginal man who is 
stuck in between two worlds natu-
rally drew me into the fi eld of soci-
ology — I was interested in human 
social life in a very fi ne grain way.” 

Manzo has studied everyday so-
cial communication since his dis-
sertation, in which he examined the 
conversational practices of jurors. 
He particularly examined how or-
dinary people attempt to become 
legal professionals in their interac-
tions. 

In 1997, Manzo immigrated to 
Canada to be with his life partner in 
Toronto and is now a proud Cana-
dian citizen.

Manzo served as a sessional in-
structor at the University of Toron-

to until 2000, when he “got tired of 
the sessional track” and was hired 
by the U of C.

“My research focus has grown 
and changed as I have. While I 
always had a focus on micro level 
interactions, I’ve looked at jurors, 
communities and private secu-
rity.” 

Manzo’s focus on mall cops in the 
private security sector led him into 
the new era of social interactions 
occurring within malls and other 
spaces.

“Human beings are adaptable. 
We lead organic social lives in a 
new way and at the same time, are 
resurrecting old ways. We have cre-
ated hybridized spaces for commu-
nication to take place.”

Coff ee houses, Manzo argues, are 
an example of these new spaces. 

“Surging growth of coff ee hous-
es bears sociological perspective. 
Meaningful social experiences oc-
cur there around coff ee, something 

that is very sensual and real.”
Manzo is busy working on Evolv-

ing Spaces, a new book focused on 
hybridized spaces, and teaching. 

He is also preparing for a talk at the 
TEDxYYC conference in late January, 
which will address the exchange of 
ideas.

Prof studies changing face of human interaction
R e s e a r c h P r o f i l e

U of C prof Manzo started out by studying juries’ conversations.
Chris Pederson/The Gauntlet
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Colin Minor
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MacEwan Student Cen-
tre as we know it will be 
changing — at least a lit-

tle. Included in the plans are mov-
ing Th at Empty Space into the old 
Campus Cove, new areas for clubs 
in the soon-to-be-vacant CJSW lab-
yrinth and a positive space for the 
gay and lesbian community.

Th ere are also plans for a micro-
wave bar, four new vendors, reno-
vated offi  ces, a unisex washroom 
and more tables and study spots

Th at Empty Space, the multipur-
pose venue beside the microwaves, 

is relocating to the much larger and 
currently unused Campus Cove 
area beside Subway. Th e current 
space will be rented out to new ten-
ants in the cafeteria. 

Students’ Union vice-president 
events Kat Lord wants Th at Empty 
Space to be well used by clubs, the 
SU and community members.

“We are looking to make it as 
multifunctional as possible.”

Th e space will have easy-to-use 
audio, video and lighting capabili-
ties, a stage for performers and a bar 
for events that require it. Th e area 
has in the past been a bowling alley, 
a café, an arcade and even housed 
Th e Den in its formative years.

Th e space will be a funky location 
for alternative bookings, though 
priority will always go to U of C 
groups, said Lord.

With CJSW’s move to the third 
fl oor of MSC, a large area has be-
come available for student use on 
the fi rst fl oor. SU VP operations and 
fi nance Joey Brocke said he’s excited 
about the changes.

“Th e basement has the potential 
to become a revitalized space in an 
area that is kind of a dungeon,” said 
Brocke, who chairs the redevelop-
ment steering committee.

“It will be a large, open, multi-use 
space that will allow a larger num-
ber of clubs to use a smaller space 

more effi  ciently,” said Brocke.
Upstairs, the new “positive 

space” represents a major victory 
for the gay and lesbian commu-
nity, which has been lobbying for 
a dedicated area for over a decade. 
It will be located to the right of the 
MacEwan Conference rooms, be-
neath NUTV. 

“It is our hope that such a space 
will provide resources to students 
and staff  of all sexual and gender 
expressions and give a home for us 
and our allies,” explained Queers on 
Campus co-chair Kris Schmidt.

Th e space, a lounge and meeting 
area, will be run by volunteers, said 
Brocke.

Originally the redevelopment 
plan included a space for students 
on the cafeteria patio. Gradually 
plans have become more ambitious 
and targeted wasted space.

B.C. to introduce 
‘Education Quality 
Assurance’ program

In response to private universities break-
ing laws, the British Columbia government 
is bringing in a quality-assurance seal for 
post-secondary institutions, to help students 
avoid fraudulent schools. 

B.C. Advanced Education Minister Moira 
Stilwell explained the new Education Quality 
Assurance designation would allow students 
to see which post-secondary institutions 
meet government-recognized quality assur-
ance standards. 

Universities, colleges, career-training in-
stitutions and English-as-a-second-language 
schools can start applying immediately. 

If a school applies for the seal, its pro-
grams would have to meet provincial stan-
dards and quality requirements. A certifi ed 
school would have to shell out $300 for the 
assessment and an additional $1,500 per 
year to use the seal.

 ..Dan Pagan

Changes coming in Mac Hall
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Don’t burn your hands, they might 
still be hot. Used Olympic torches 
from the 2010 torch relay have 

been popping up all over the Internet. Some 
of the torches were listed online before ever 
being lit, others are advertised as being cov-
ered in Olympic soot, which the buyer can 
clean off  if they please. 

We’ve been gearing up for the Olympics 
for some time now, building housing for 
athletes and stadiums for the action, making 
plans to herd the homeless off  the streets for 
the duration of the event and carefully se-
lecting those to represent us at the pinnacle 
of international sports competition. Along 
with the athletes, Canada also selects those 
who will hoist the historic Olympic fl ame. 
Over the course of 12,000 legs, the torch 
cuts its way across the country, from sea to 
sea to sea proudly bearing the fl ame over 
hill, dale and all sorts of emotionally stir-

ring landscapes. It’s a proud image, Canadi-
ans joining together in the spirit of country, 
performance and good sportsmanship.

Th at is, right up until the moment the 
fl ame passes from one torch to another. 

Th en the dead torch is whisked away and 
quickly posted on eBay, still warm from the 
Olympic fl ame. Torches have been fetching 
a pretty penny, listed anywhere between 
$1,200 and $2,500. Considering that the 
original bearer paid $350 for the honour of 
owning the torch they ran with, there’s some 
serious profi t to be made.

With the personal pride that comes 
from being a part of such a historic event, 
one would think that the item signify-
ing their contribution would be treat-
ed with a bit more dignity. It isn’t ev-
eryday that one is chosen to be in the 
Olympic torch relay, it’s an honour not only 
as an athlete, but as a citizen. Runners are 
picked to represent their community, their 
country and their fellow citizens. To turn 
around and sell their torches so quickly 
cheapens the event’s meaning.

Actions such as this are proof that our 
society has become so money-centric we 
are unable to see an honour as simply an 
honour, rather than the means to a payday. 
It would seem that everything, no matter 
how personal, can be turned into some sort 
of fi nancial gain. How long until athletes 
start hocking their medals online? Oh, wait, 

www.su.ucalgary.ca

Charlotte Kingston
President

so     me!

Sydney Stokoe
Call Me Crazy...

Going for the green: Olympic torches for sale
they already are. Olympic medals have been 
fetching anywhere from $58 to upwards of 
$80,000. Most memorable would be Polish 
swimmer Otylia Jedrzejczak, who sold her 
gold in the 200m butterfl y from the 2004 
Sydney Games to raise money “for the chil-
dren.” Th e sale fetched over $82,000 and the 
money was donated to a Polish charity for 
young cancer patients.

Touching as this is, very few medal sales, 
and torch sales for that matter, go towards 
charity. More oft en, sales pad the seller’s 
wallet. Legally, the owner is free to do what 
they please. However, the capitalistic ideal 
that our society has embraced has led us to 
a place where there can be no such thing as 
heirlooms anymore. It’s the sad reality of our 
society. So little is sacred that we are selling 
our achievements to the highest bidder.

Th e torch relay has been a proud tradi-
tion for the host country; athletes from all 
levels of competition fi ght for the opportu-
nity to carry the fl ame though their com-
munity. Th is is our “patriotism.” Really, 
what’s more patriotic than a fi st full of the 
Queen’s face? So to all you proud Canadi-
ans out there, you too can own a piece of the 
2010 Olympics, for a price.

Th e month of November has 
become renowned throughout the 

western world as a time for men 
of all stripes to abandon  proper 
personal grooming and embrace 
the majesty of beards. As a result, 
otherwise respectable men become 
riddled with facial hair of varying 
levels of quality. Some men are able 
to grow full, beautiful beards, while 
others grow patchy monstrosities 

that shame them and their fore-
bears. Why would any sane person 
decide not to shave for a month?

First and foremost, November 
is typically a cold, cold month. 
While every month of the year 
can feel winter’s chill, November 
generally serves as the de facto be-
ginning of winter and holds the 

fi rst giant snowstorm of the year. 
Given the climatic trends, grow-
ing a beard during this month 
serves to keep one’s face warm. 
Beards are also potentially the most 
cost-eff ective method of bundling 
up, as a person with a snuggly beard 
need not search for a balaclava or 
scarf, nor pay for them.

Ryan Pike
Opinions Editor

So SU Me is provided by the Students’ Union and published without Gauntlet editorial revision.

Sweet November: the wonderful month of beards
Furthermore, one can look to the 

world of sports for reasons to grow 
a beard. Traditionally, NHL players 
grow beards during the playoff s for 
good luck and as a symbol of team 
solidarity. As a result, the most suc-
cessful hockey teams oft en have 
thick, bushy beards. Th e 1989 Cal-

see BEARDS, pg. 11
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This is a love story. It is 
one that has grown over 
the years and the rela-

tionship I have with this love is 
unique in one crucial way: it is 
based on evidence.

My love, dear reader, is for the 
theory of evolution by natural 
selection. It all began one sum-
mer when I was working as a 
tree planter in northern Alberta. 
I would recommend that form 
of work to anyone who likes the 
outdoors, but you will do well to 
prepare for a good deal of down-
time as you travel from place to 
place. I realized it was the perfect 
chance to fi gure out two prob-
lems that had been plaguing me 
for most of my life: if God exists, 
and, if the answer is no, then how 
does one explain the world?

Th e path was arduous (and in 
some sense continues), but with 

the help of many conversations 
and a good deal of reading — the 
Bible, the Quran, and C.S. Lewis 
represented the “yes” side — I 
eventually decided that the an-
swer to the question of God’s ex-
istence is “no.” One particular au-
thor who helped me was Richard 
Dawkins, whose case against God 
is only bettered by his knowledge 
of evolutionary biology.

While Dawkins is great at expla-
nation, the majority of his work 
has focused on making contem-
porary the works of the origina-
tor of the theory of evolution by 
natural selection: Charles Darwin. 
Earlier this year was the 200th an-
niversary of Darwin’s birth and 
November 24 is the 150th anniver-
sary of Th e Origin of Species’ pub-
lication. I have discussed Darwin’s 
specifi c achievements elsewhere, 
so I wish to point out other valuable 
things my relationship with evolu-
tion has done for me.

Mark Twain said, “When you 
fi sh for love, bait with your heart, 
not your brain.” I take his point, 
but science has taught me one 
thing that also applies to love: 

nothing should be accepted un-
conditionally, even love. Lots of 
people say we ought to love un-
conditionally, but it’s really a silly 
concept. We can all think of cases 
where a person would be justifi ed 
not loving someone anymore. So 
it is with evolution. I know ex-
actly what it would take to make 
me change my mind about its 
truth and all scientifi c theories 
have this capacity of falsifi ability. 
Th ere’s no need for faith, evidence 
is suffi  cient. Evolution, though, 
is particularly lovable because 
of how much it explains with 
so little, so long as that little bit is 
understood correctly.

Many think evolution leads 
to the rejection of God (which 
I think is right), but they also 
think that evolution has some-
thing to say about how we are to 
live. Th is is wrong. Evolution de-
scribes the world, including how 
humans came to be; but it says 
nothing about one way of life be-
ing right or wrong. Th is is why 
all those who believe accepting 
evolution will lead to eugenics or 
unprotected sex or more people 

weight lift ing misunderstand the 
point. Th e limits of evolution are 
nothing to lament. Knowing the 
boundaries of a theory prevents 
mistaken application, which have 

A love letter to Charles Darwin

Eric Mathison
Fighting Words

certainly happened under the 
guise of evolution.

Unfortunately people allow this 
error to cause them to reject evo-
lution. Th e other major reason, 
of course, is a misunderstanding 
about the science of evolution, 
which is exemplifi ed in Sarah Pal-
in’s new book, where she fi nds it 
impossible to believe that “think-
ing, loving beings originated 
from fi sh that sprouted legs and 
crawled out of the sea.” Although 
it’s sad, science has an advan-
tage over such rejection: it can 
show why it’s right, while the case 
against evolution is no stronger 
than Palin’s belief. Th at’s some-
thing even love can’t do.

Th e greatest gift  from evolution 
is that we understand more about 
the world than we did before. 
Th ere is less left  to conjecture or 
guesswork and the value of sci-
ence in general is its ability to ex-
plain our place in the world. Th e 
result is humbling as we reposi-
tion humanity not as the centre of 
a creation with us solely in mind, 
but as a species lucky to be alive to 
enjoy our time here.
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Beards, cont. from pg. 9

Many people rely on the 
Chinese market for 
cheap replicas. Some 

choose designer purses or DVDs, 
now they can add condoms to 
the list. Recently police arrested 
four people aft er raiding an un-
derground condom factory in the 
Hunan province of China. Police 
found half-dressed employees put-
ting condoms in fi bre bags without 
sterilization and using vegetable 
oil as lubrication.

What made these counter-
feits hard to track down was the 
fact that they were running un-
der the brand names “Jisson, 
Durex, Rough Rider, Six Sense 
and Love Card.” Unlike purses, 
there are very little indicators that 
these are only replicas. Th ese con-
doms provided little-to-no protec-
tion, running a high risk of preg-
nancy and STI transmission. 

It is estimated that the factory pro-
duced and sold over 2 million con-
doms since last March, while only 
a million are said to be counterfeit. 
Th is makes it the largest case of this 
nature reported in China. 

While these condoms were sup-

posedly only distributed nation-
wide, the problem is still global. 
China is the fourth largest con-
dom supplier in the world and 
condoms are a $2 billion industry 
for that country. Th anks to global-
ization, the West gets many of our 
products from China and other 
Asian countries. If the authorities 
had not shut this operation down 
in time, these counterfeit con-
doms could have been your next 
purchase. 

Many commodities have be-
come much cheaper thanks to the 
low cost of the Chinese work force, 
materials and so on, but it becomes 
a problem when the products used 
to protect against illness and un-
wanted pregnancy are compro-
mised by the “cheaper is better” 
mindset. Th e low cost is seen as a 
positive eff ect of globalization, but 
has it now gone too far?

Unknowing people used an un-
safe product because they trusted 
the brand names and government 
regulations to ensure the products 
were safe. While it is obvious that 
the Chinese government was not 
affi  liated with nor controlled this 
particular factory, they allowed 
this to happen in an indirect way. 
Th e Chinese government has al-
lowed their country to become 
the rest of the world’s factory. Ev-
eryone wants to spend less money 
and China has responded by ex-

ploiting their people for less pay 
and fi nding the most cost effi  cient 
manufacturing methods. 

Th is idea that the less money 
spent is better has trickled down 
to companies and manufactur-
ers. Th e people responsible for 
these condoms may have a faulty 
moral compass, but although 
they are responsible for their ac-
tions, and are hopefully severely 
reprimanded for them, they can-
not bear the full blame. Th eir 
choices are infl uenced by the 
rules, regulations and values of 

Savannah Hall
Gauntlet Opinions

gary Flames championship team 
is known not only for Lanny Mc-
Donald’s Hall of Fame moustache, 
but also for the beards of players 
like Jamie Macoun. Flames cap-
tain Jarome Iginla grew a wonder-
fully patchy beard during the team’s 
2004 playoff  run, while Pittsburgh 
Penguins star Sidney Crosby no-
bly attempted to grow something 
resembling facial hair during last 
year’s post-season.

For students, midterms and fi nals 
are the playoff s. As such, growing a 
beard acts in the same manner for 
students as it does for professional 
athletes. What better way to com-
memorate exam season than with 
a beard? You can show common-
ality with your fellow students by 
competing to grow the best exams 
beard, collect good luck in your 
facial hair or even protest the uni-
versity’s insane scheduling system. 
Even if none of those reasons sound 
tempting, beards provide a nice dis-

traction from studying — you can 
take time away from your books to 
groom it, or get a friend to do it for 
you. Beards are a great way to both 
attract (or repel) members of both 
sexes, depending on your personal 
preferences and the quality of the 
beard you grow.

So, dear reader, do not judge 
those around you who have sud-
denly become bearded. Th ese in-
dividuals have their reasons — be 
they self-expression, protest or 
merely participation in a charitable 
event. Instead of asking why people 
grow beards, ask yourself, why not? 
University is supposed to be a time 
of discovery, where we all make 
fool-hardy decisions which have 
few consequences. Th ere’s no better 
way of discovering your own per-
sonal limitations than fi guring out 
if you can grow a giant beard than 
to attempt it during November. If 
it’s ugly as sin, you can always shave 
it off  and try again later.

the government. 
A l t h o u g h 

China is known 
for cheap goods, 
it is also known 
for their strict re-
production laws. 
When the people 
of a country are al-
located a certain num-
ber of off spring, it comes 
as a surprise that contracep-
tives produced there would 
be compromised in the search 
for cost effi  ciency.

China’s condom catastrophe



As I wait for my next class to 
begin, I take out a pen and paper 
and start writing a letter. I tell 
the friend I am writing to about 
what I am doing and whatever is 
on my mind. My thoughts roll out 
onto the paper and will end up in 
their mailbox in about a week’s 
time. 

Once I began university, I faced 
the diffi  cult challenge of stay-
ing in touch with my high school 

friends, now scattered across the 
country. 

At fi rst I thought Facebook 
would be the answer. It seemed 
simple enough to communicate 
this way, but I soon found that 
whenever I tried to start a conver-
sation, it quickly died out. When I 
asked people how they were doing, 
their typical response was, “good.” 
I became frustrated. 

Part of my frustration was 
thinking that when somebody 

asks how you are, they don’t really 
want to know — they just want to 
hear “good” or “okay” and it usu-
ally doesn’t go any farther than 
that. 

Facebook and MSN look for the 
simplest answers possible. Short 
and quick replies are good when 
passing someone on the way to 
class, but not enough to sustain a 
friendship. 

As these avenues failed me I 
turned to letter writing, an old but 
simple form of communication.

In my letter writing experience  
I’ve found some people have writ-
ten me back and we have fantas-
tic exchanges. Others, though, 
have never reciprocated. As a 
result, I am now closest to those 

friends I regularly exchange let-
ters with. I may only see them 
part of the year, but we always 
know what’s going on in each 
other’s lives. 

I still enjoying writing to those 
who don’t respond but miss the 
interaction. I’ve heard lots of dif-
ferent excuses, ranging from not 
enough time to a lack of stamps 
and envelopes. It can be frus-
trating when people don’t write 
back, but I keep trying. 

“It’s a 
habit I think. 
And not only that, it’s a 
love for writing it too. I never get 
a lot of letters in return. No one 
ever writes back to me, but I still 
keep doing it and I think that 
people still appreciate it,” said 
Kari Carvey, Reids on 17th  sales 
associate. 

Carvey said that oft en she sends 
letters or postcards and receives a 
reply or thanks on Facebook. 

“I think anyone has the ability 
to write a letter, and everyone’s 
words are a little bit diff erent,” 
said Carvey. 

“I kind of fi nd that’s what makes 
everyone unique in their let-

ter writing. I love to see people’s 
diff erent styles of writing letters 
[ . . . ] Be who you gotta be and 
try writing out that letter back. 
You can defi nitely make the other 
person quite happy.” 

Everyone has his or her own 
letter writing style. It’s something 
that is pretty fl exible and you can 
usually hear the writer’s voice in 
every letter you get. Aft er doing it 
for a while, you begin to fi nd the 
style that works best for you. I go 

I may only see them part of the 
year, but we always know what’s 
going on in each other’s lives. 

with a 
n a r r a t i v e 
and somewhat 
rambling style, so my 
letters sound a lot like I do in 
person. 

“I kind of do like a stream [of] 
consciousness thing, or I just 
rant about whatever, or get to get 
things on my mind out and don’t 
really have to worry about them 
aft erwards. I also like procras-
tinating by writing letters, it’s a 
fairly good strategy,” said Michael 
Maher, a third-year French major. 

I like writing letters because it’s 
like a conversation with some-
body, except far more drawn out 
and permanent. You get to talk 
about yourself, how things are 
going, addressing whatever’s on 
your mind, but you have a lot 
more space to say it than you 
would in a conversation. Letters 
let you delve deep. 

Writing letters is easy  and can 
be done just about anywhere, as 
long as you have a piece of paper 
and a pen. Writing letters is also a 
good way to pass the time during 
a boring lecture while still looking 

l i k e 
you are 
paying attention, or 
when waiting for the bus or a 
friend.

Maher said he has been writing 
letters for three years. He started 
when a friend moved across the 
country and they needed a way to 
keep in touch. 

“I think there’s a lot of people 
that write emails, a lot more than 
would write letters, but I prefer 
writing stuff  out. I don’t fi nd it 
as easy to sit down and type out 
an email because it’s not quite as 
portable, whereas I can write a 

Illustrations:



G A U N T L E T  F E A T U R E S  N O V E M B E R  1 9 . 0 9   1 3

letter in class or I can write a letter on the 
bus or whatever, and it’s not as big a deal,” 
said Maher. 

“I like that I can actually get what I have 
to say out. I kind of fi nd it very therapeutic 
in that if I have something I need [to] say or 
something I need to talk to someone about, 
I fi nd that I am more inclined to mention it 
in a letter than I am in a conversation,” said 
Carvey. 

When you do get a response, oft en times 

it’s more meaningful. It can be longer, 
more detailed and more personal. Th e let-
ters you receive refl ect the person who sent 
them not only in their handwriting and 
their voice, but also in the stationary they 
use. 

Another benefi t is that letters are tangible 
— they don’t disappear when you close the 
window on your computer.

“I like that you kind of have a more 
permanent record of what’s happening 

and what your friends are doing, because 
when you get a text, you clear your inbox 
pretty regularly so you don’t really keep 
those stories or those memories as much. 
When you get a letter you have it and 
you can refer back to it aft erwards,” said 
Maher. 

I like to send things other than just letters 
in the mail. I have started exchanging mixed 
cds with some of my friends. I like to send 
postcards when I travel. 

And honestly, there is nothing better than 
the feeling of coming home and fi nding a 
letter waiting. I love the letters, postcards, 
cds and other things that I’ve received in 
the mail.

I have been made fun of by my friends’ 
parents for my love of letter writing. Th ey 
joke that it is old fashioned and nobody 
does it anymore. It may be old fashioned, 
but it seems like people are still doing 
it. 

“In fact [letter writing supplies sales] 
are probably a little bit on the increase. 
More note cards and letter sets are going 
out than it was before,” said Anna Chow, Kirkland

And honestly, there is nothing bet-
ter than the feeling of coming home 
and fi nding a letter waiting. I love 
the letters, postcards, CDs and other 
things that I’ve received in the mail.

owner of Box Paper Scissors. 
“It’s not just older people that come in 

for the letter writing paper, it’s all diff erent 
sorts of ages.”

I take my most recent letter, fold it in 
four and put it in an envelope. I write out 
my address and stick the stamp on. I drop 
it into a mailbox and as I walk away am 
fi lled with the satisfaction of knowing 
that when it arrives at its destination, the 
recipient will get to experience the joy of 
receiving mail. 
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The University of Saskatch-
ewan Huskies line up to take 
a fi eld goal. Th ere are 18 sec-

onds left  on the clock. Th e Univer-
sity of Calgary Dinos lead 39–38. 
Huskies kicker Grant Shaw has en-
joyed a great day, nailing all fi ve of 
his previous attempts. Th is is only a 
35-yarder. No problem.

Th e snap comes out. It’s bobbled. 
It’s fi nally placed down, Shaw misses. 
It’s wide and short. Th e Dinos run it 
out of their endzone to avoid the sin-
gle. Game over. Th e Dinos win their 
second Hardy Cup in as many years.

“To be honest with you, I can’t 
even remember what happened,” 
says Dinos defensive lineman Deji 
Oduwole. “I just prayed right be-
fore and I just went in as hard as I 
could. I looked back, and the ball 
was missed. I don’t know really 
what happened. I was just excited 
and went on like that.

“Honestly, it was a surreal feel-
ing,” he continues. “I just remember 
saying that aft er the game. It just 
seemed like I wasn’t even there. It 
was like an out-of-body experience, 
really. It was an amazing feeling and 
I would love to have that feeling 

over and over again, really.”
Now they must travel east to Hali-

fax to face the Saint Mary’s University 
Huskies in as anticipated a match-up 
as you could possibly have in Cana-

dian university football. Dinos head 
coach Blake Nill came over from 
the Huskies to lead the U of C to the 
Promised Land aft er years of miscues. 
Nill had coached SMU to six straight 

Atlantic University Sport champion-
ships and two Vanier Cups before he 
moved west. He brought with him 
Huskies players who have played key 
roles in the Dinos turnaround from a 
team that hadn’t won a playoff  game 
since their last Vanier Cup champi-
onship, including linebacker Andrea 
Bonaventura, who was nominated 
for defensive player of the year last 
year, Oduwole and Brandon Rock-
hill, defensive linemen who have led 
a dominating Dinos front-seven that 
stopped the run all year, Steve Tru-
zak, a veteran defensive back, and, 
controversially, star quarterback Erik 
Glavic, who Nill recruited initially for 
the SMU Huskies and who then even-
tually trekked west to play for the Di-
nos in January.

“I’m looking forward to going 
back there,” says Nill.

“It’s not just another football 
game but in some ways it is, right?” 
he continues. “We gotta go there 
focused on winning that game and 
having an opportunity to win a na-
tional championship.”

It may be harder to stay focused 
than for any other football game. 
For many Dinos, it’s a homecoming 
to where they started their univer-
sity careers.

“No, it is weird,” says Bonaventura. 
“I knew this was going to happen. Th e 
fi rst day I came to Calgary, I knew 
I was going to go back to St. Mary’s 
sooner or later and play the Huskies.”

And now those Dinos are there: 
the Huskies who trekked west, the 

coach who led them, and the quar-
terback who decided to join Cal-
gary aft er a year on the sidelines. 
Halifax, against a vociferous crowd, 
a hostile atmosphere.

“I don’t think it’s going to be 
too pleasant, but we’re the visit-
ing team,” says Glavic. “I’m sure it 
wouldn’t be pleasant for anybody. 
I’m sure there’ll be a couple extra 
boos going around this time.

“Anytime you go into a national 
semi-fi nals, you expect a tough 
game,” he continues. “I expect it to 
be very similar to Saskatchewan. 
Same type of environment, maybe a 
couple more thousand people and a 
little more jacked up maybe, espe-
cially with this whole issue or thing 
going around. In a national semi-
fi nals, you can always expect a hard 
battle, a hard fi ght.”

Th is whole issue or thing may 
be okay in the mind of SMU’s head 
coach Steve Sumarah, but may not 
sit well with hardcore Bluenosers. 
Nill, who is happy to return, expects 
a mixed reaction.

“Th ere will be some that are hos-
tile, some that will be glad to see us,” 
he says. “But overall I have a feel-
ing that they will play itself out in 
the fi rst quarter and it’ll be down to 
football from there.”

Emotions aside, the Dinos still 
have their eyes on the football game 
and the potential prize: the national 
fi nals and the Vanier Cup. Nill was 
brought to Calgary to lead them 
there, a place the Dinos haven’t been 
since 1995, when they beat the West-
ern University Mustangs to capture 
Canadian university football glory 
for the fourth time in Dinos history. 
He led those players west because 
he’s proven he can do it and must 
now focus them on the task at hand, 
regardless of the emotions, the hurt 
feelings, the loud Bluenoser faithful, 
the angry jeers, and the long journey 
that many Dinos have marched to 
get here, in Halifax, with that spot, 
that chance, that opportunity on the 
line.

“We know the Atlantic, how that 
conference did,” says Bonaventura. 
“St. Mary’s, they’ve had a strong 
tradition there for a while, the last 
couple of years. Th ey’ve made it 
very far. Erik went to the Vanier 
with them several years ago. We 
know they want to get back there. 
Th ey want revenge, especially on 
all the guys that left . Th ey want 
revenge on the coaches that left  
that program. It’s going to be a 
hard-hitting battle. Th ey’re going 
to come out fi ring on all cylinders 
and our guys will respond.”

Dinos win second straight Hardy Cup
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On the road again. Like a band of gyp-
sies we go down the highway. We’re the 
best of friends. Insisting that the world 

keep turning our way.
-Willie Nelson, “On the road again”
It’s a weekend of road trips for the Dinos, 

as the Jack Simpson Gym, the Olympic Oval 
and the Father David Bauer arena go quiet.

Women’s basketball
So far it’s been a surprising season for the 

young Dino hoopsters, as they currently sit 
in a tie on top of the Prairie Division with a 
5–1 record. Th e world kept turning their way 
this past weekend as they put up 115 points 
against the Th ompson Rivers University 
Wolfpack, only three shy of the team scor-
ing record. Fourth-year Ashley Hill, one of 
the few senior players on the team, has been 
leading the way with 20.5 points per game, 
second in Canada West. Second-year Alex 
Cole has been putting up big numbers her-
self, dropping 14.7 points per game on oppo-
nents so far this season.

Th e Dinos came into the season with only two 
players with more than two years under their belt: 

Hill and third-year point guard Megan Lang.
Now they head east to take on the Univer-

sity of Saskatchewan Huskies, who are ranked 
second in the nation and have allowed a scant 
58 points per game while compiling a 2–2 
record so far this season. Th e Huskies were 
most recently in B.C., dropping two close 
games to the always tough University of Brit-
ish Columbia Th underbirds and the Universi-
ty of Victoria Vikes. Th e Dinos fi nish this se-
mester’s conference schedule with two more 
road games in B.C. on Nov. 27 and 28.

Men’s basketball
It’s been steady as she goes so far for the 

men’s side, as they’ve opened up with a 6–0 
record while scorching opponents with an 
average margin of victory of 28 points per 
game. Two Dinos scorers have so far landed 
in the top 10 in Canada West scoring: Ross 
Bekkering and Robbie Sihota, with an aver-
age of 16.8 points and 16.3 points per game 
respectively. Bekkering has snagged 10.8 
boards per game as well to lead the CW in that 
category.

Th ey also travel east to take on the Huskies, 
who have so far compiled a similar record to 
their female counterparts this season. Th ey, 
like the lady Huskies, also dropped both of 

their games to B.C. foes this past weekend, in-
cluding a 82–54 blowout at the hands of the 
Vikes. Still, Husky Showron Glover leads all 
of Canada West with a 25.8 points per game 
average.

Men’s hockey
It’s two games in Edmonton for the men’s 

hockey team against a University of Alber-
ta Golden Bears squad who blew them out 
9–2 in their most recent match-up. Th at was 
their most lopsided decision of the season 
so far, as the Dinos have amassed a 6–2–2 
record, good for third in the conference be-
hind the Bears and the University of Mani-
toba Bisons. Th e Dinos success this year is 
largely on the back of second-year goalten-
der Dustin Butler, who has been between the 
pipes for all the Dinos wins and holds a 2.60 
goals against average.

It’ll be a tough test for Butler and the Dinos 
defence, as seven of the top 10 scorers in Can-
ada West are Golden Bears, with Chad Klas-
sen leading the way with nine goals and 12 
assists for 21 points, tops in the conference.

Reid Jorgensen is the top Dino scorer, sit-
ting 16th in the conference with 10 points so 
far in 10 games. Any points jacked from the 
Bears in these match-ups will go a long way to 

putting the Dinos closer to a top-two position 
in the conference, as they only sit three points 
back of the Bisons with two games in hand.

Women’s hockey
No one said it was going to be easy for the 

women’s hockey team in their return to Ca-
nadian Interuniversity Sport this season, and 
so far it’s been an uphill climb. Aft er winning 
the Alberta Collegiate Athletic Conference 
championship last year, the Dinos have only 
won one game so far in the CIS: their open-
ing night match-up against the University of 
British Columbia Th underbirds. Since then 
it’s been seven straight losses during which 
they’ve only scored nine goals. Th e closest 
they’ve been to victory was a 3–2 setback at 
the Father David Bauer against the University 
of Saskatchewan Huskies.

Th ey travel east to Regina to face the Uni-
versity of Regina Cougars, a team that has as 
many wins but has amassed a few close over-
time losses in the process. Th e Cougars sit 
ahead of the Dinos for second-last in the con-
ference despite scoring less goals. A couple 
wins may put the Dinos back in the race for 
the fi nal playoff  position, as they currently sit 
fi ve back of the Th underbirds for fourth place 
with two games in hand.

Dinos sports briefs: on the road again

Gauntlet fi le photo
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Glavic situation water under the bridge for SMU
Jon Roe
Sports Editor

There are no hard feelings 
about how the Erik Glavic 
situation played out, says 

Saint Mary’s University’s football 
coach, Steve Sumarah.

“Anytime anybody leaves your 
program, it’s always a surprise,” 
he says. “People do what they do 
because they think it’s the best for 
them, right? I’m assuming from 
both a personal and an academic 
situation, Erik felt that was best for 
him.”

Glavic announced he was trans-
ferring to the University of Calgary 
to begin classes immediately in Jan-
uary aft er a season on the sidelines 
with the Huskies. He had reinjured 
his knee in the opening game of the 
2008 season. In 2007, he had led 
the Huskies to a berth in the na-
tional fi nals in his fi rst season as the 
starting quarterback, but could not 
take part in the Vanier Cup game 
because of a torn ACL suff ered in 

the national semi-fi nals. Th e Hus-
kies lost to the Western University 
Mustangs, 28–12, and Glavic was 

named the Hec Crighton Award 
winner as the most valuable player 
in Canadian Interuniversity Sport.

Dinos head coach Blake Nill, 
then the head coach of the Huskies, 
recruited Glavic for the 2005 season 
before leaving the program to take 
the reins of the Dinos in 2006.

Sumarah was the off ensive co-
ordinator under Nill while he led 
SMU to six consecutive Atlantic 
University Sport championships 
from 1999 to 2004 and two Vanier 
Cup championships in 2001 and 
2002.

However, despite the obvious 
storyline, Sumarah doesn’t see this 
as a game of himself versus Nill. It’s 
the Huskies against the Dinos.

“I don’t consider it me versus 
Blake,” he says. “Th e good thing 
is neither one of us has to put the 
gear on and go out on the fi eld.”

Th e Glavic storyline provides 
one more interesting wrinkle, 
though. Aft er playing for the Hus-
kies for parts of four seasons, Glav-
ic knows the off ensive playbook in-
side and out. But that also means 
the Huskies know Glavic’s tenden-
cies. Regardless, Sumarah believes 
it all comes down to what happens 
on the fi eld.

“Having coached him, yeah, we 
might have a few things here and 
there, but I think the reality is we 
just have to do what we do best,” 
Sumarah says.

Chris Uhl/the Sheaf

Erik Glavic (#10) tries to escape in the Dinos victory over the U of S Huskies.

Chris Uhl/the Sheaf

The Dinos line-up to tackle the Huskies in their victory.
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An open letter to you, from me your tuition

Dear Student Body,

This is just a little 
memo from your tuition loan to 
you. I just want to say that you 
have been really cool with what 
you’re doing with me. 

You’ve proven that you are pas-
sionate about what you are learn-
ing, and that you don’t take me 
for granted. Sure, there are times 
when you go to The Den and 
spend too much of me on mini 
jugs of rum and coke. 

Those drinks are not a waste 
of your money, you are explor-
ing your boundaries and using 
alcohol as a creative vehicle for 
socialization. Spending a dollar 
here and there on booze is some-
thing I can forgive. In fact, I en-
courage it. 

You are young, wild and free. Run 
with that. Listen to MGMT and do 
the No Pants Dance.

Enjoy it while you can brothers 
and sisters, because the next jug 
at The Den may be the last one 
you will be able to afford.

My dear friend Harvey Whine 
Garden is making his final bow 
at the end of the year and shit 
has been hitting the fan for some 
time now. His contribution to 
this institution is questionable. 
The involvement of the Alberta 
government even more so. Their 
recent announcement that they 
will break the promise of a tu-
ition cap has all but broken me. 

 Never mind 2012, the end of 
the world is much sooner for the 
University of Calgary.

Th e construction cranes loom 
like vultures, waiting for the day 
they fi nally attach wrecking balls 
and make the imprint they’ve been 
waiting for.

You’re student agenda is littered 
with them. Th ey are supposed to 
represent growth and change, but 
all I — your tuition loan  — sees 
is a misallocation money, empty 
promises and a Students’ Union 
who vowed to fi x it but has turned 
out to be no more powerful than 
when the Queen visited and they 
changed that boring ass drive to 

Edmonton to the QE2.
Fuck politics, fuck govern-

ment and fuck money. I know that 
sounds weird because I am money; 
but honestly, if you want to learn 
anything from me — your student 
loan — it’s that I’m about as worth-
less as an Enron stock.

How many of you will fi nish 
your degree? How many of you 
will take a job in the fi eld you are 
studying? How many of you will go 
to the bookstore and buy a sweat-
shirt that says “U of C” in college 
font and wear it with pride?

Th e thing that pisses me off  
about our relationship is that it is 
long-term. I was initially intended 
as a short-term fi x that would help 
propel you to the next level in your 
life.

Instead — and I hate myself for 
this — I have become a long-term 
burden that requires some to take 
jobs they are not happy in, and 
second jobs on top of that.

I was originally meant to help 
foster a mind-expanding experi-
ence by taking on the role as wor-

rier. I was the one that dealt with 
the dollar dollar bills, y’all. I was 
the one that was supposed to free 
up your mind so you could focus 
on things like changing the world. 
But lately there have been too many 
people harshing my buzz.

It’s a sobering thought when peo-
ple you trust (presidents, govern-
ments) let you down.

I’m not here to make excuses, 
though. It is me who is going up. It 
is I who will cause you to stay in-
side just a little more, and maybe 
not sign up to so many porn sites 
this year.

I have no shame in my increase, 
for I know it is not me alone who 
has caused it.

In fact, as a friend and drinking 
buddy, may I be so bold as to sug-
gest your apathy plays a role in the 
reason you will be paying more for 
tuition in the very near future?

I mentioned earlier how the 
Students’ Union is as topical as a 
Woody Guthrie song, and how the 
Alberta government is worse. Let’s 
not forget our boy Harv, kicking’ it 

on a beach sippin’ Patron while ex-
otic monkeys groom his beard.

Let’s also not forget that you 
signed up for a relationship with 
me, and when you did so you took 
on a relationship with the establish-
ment, no matter how powerful or 
powerless they may be.

So, as a friend, I am asking you to 
reconsider my value and what you 
want to get out of this relationship.

I have more friends who are 
looking to party. Plenty of colour-
ful notes waiting to be used for mini 
jugs or Could-Be-Beef.

But these friends are easily per-
suaded and may bend to the voice 
that yells loudest.

At this point you might as well 
crumple me into balls, light me on 
fi re and throw me out the window 
as you drive along the QE2 on your 
commute to Red Deer where your 
second job awaits.

 Sincerly, your friend,

                                     
                                        Tuition
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Global injustices don’t al-
ways impact us in Calgary. 
Th e Marda Loop Justice 

Film Festival hopes to open Calgar-
ians’ eyes. 

 Th e fourth annual festival will 
showcase 11 fi lms from November 
20–22 in the River Park Church 
Auditorium. Th is year’s fest features 
engaging documentaries meant to 
raise awareness on justice issues in 
Canada and abroad, ranging from 
homelessness and corruption to hu-
man rights violations.

Jenny Krabbe, the event’s found-
er and organizer, expects the festi-
val to be a “moving aff air” set to 
attract a diverse audience. Fam-
ily fi lms will be shown as well as 
more high impact selections. Th e 
opening fi lm, Call to Response, 
highlights the troubling issue of 
human slavery. Th e fi lm uncovers 
the thriving slave trade industry 
— from the sex trade in Cambo-
dia to child labour in India, sur-

prising and horrifying injustices 
are revealed.

“[It’s] a beautiful fi lm for a ter-
rible issue,” explains Krabbe. 
“27 million people are enslaved today, 
more than ever in human history.”

“Th e fi lms are only one part [of 
the festival],” says Krabbe.

Local speakers will lead discus-
sions aft er each fi lm to engage and 
allow the public to discuss issues. 

 “In our culture, we don’t have 

very many opportunities to engage 
in discussion across all lines,” said 
Krabbe. “People are less passive and 
are realizing we have a role to play; 
we as citizens have to be involved.” 

Discussion leaders were carefully 
considered and perspectives and 
voices from all sides are depicted 
during the talks.

Th e NGO village provides anoth-
er part of the festival, the perfect 
opportunity for those interested to 
get involved. As many as 25 groups 
promoting justice will be present 
at the festival to encourage partici-
pation. Groups promoting human 
rights, such as Amnesty Interna-
tional and ACT Alberta, which fo-
cuses on human traffi  cking within 
the province, are just a couple or-
ganizations attending the NGO vil-
lage. 

“North American consciousness 
and their connectedness about what 
happens in the whole globe is much 
stronger now and that is a hopeful 
thing,” says Krabbe.

Th e festival is the product of hard-
working volunteers. Many long hours 
are put in choosing the fi lms and 
speakers, and planning for the next 
festival is a year-round job. Most of 
the speakers are local in order to keep 
a feeling of connectedness to the is-
sues. Th e injustices examined in the 
fi lms may be complex but they are 
real and the public needs to be aware.

“Th e fi lms are always documen-

taries, and relatively new,” said 
Krabbe. “Th e point [of the festi-
val] is to off er very good quality 
documentaries that bring people 
aware[ness] to the issue of justice . 
. . and spur the public towards en-
gagement.”

“Th e big challenge is: are we truly 
turning it into change?” 

Th e festival will try to tackle that 
challenge and bring change to Cal-
gary at a more local and personal 
level.

Last year Stephen Harper apolo-
gized to former Aboriginal resi-
dential school students. Th e festi-
val organizers wanted to bring the 
apology to reality. In response, a 
“Book of Apology” has been made, 
and will be available throughout 
the weekend to sign and will be 
presented to the Tsuu T’ina Na-
tion. A fi lm about the Aboriginal 
residential experience, Muffi  ns for 
Granny, is set to play at the festival. 
Muffi  ns was directed by Ojibway 
fi lmmaker Nadia McLaren, whose 
own grandmother experienced the 
schools fi rst hand.

“Amends have been made, but we 
don’t necessarily feel like we shared 
in it,” said Krabbe.

“Th ere is hurt, and if we acknowl-
edge it on all sides, it is a step to-
wards healing.” 

A local way to see large scale injustices
Seventh annual fi lm fest shows Calgarians the problems in and beyond our borders
MardaLoopJusticeFilmFestival
f i l m i n t e r v i e w

The Marda Loop Justice Film Festival starts 
Fri., Nov., 20 in the River Park Church Auditorium. 

Gauntlet fi le photo

Opening fi lm for the Marda Loop Justice Film Festival is Call to Response, which highlights the troubling issue of human slavery. 
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ally tasked with an important mission — 
playing his child’s school barbecue. For au-
diences who’ve seen him live — occasionally 
with him in drag — it can be surprising con-
sidering some of the more riotous moments 
that Khan has had in the past. 

Tour mate BBQ (neé Mark Sultan) and Khan 
played in the famously raucous Montreal act 

the Spaceshits, who got backlisted from every 
Montreal club due to their mischief. Bottles 
were thrown, fi recrackers lit — needless to 
say, Khan chills out a bit when playing for a 
child audience. 

“I’ve played at my kid’s elementary school 
a couple of times and the kids fl ip out for 
rock ‘n’ roll,” he says. “For sure you play dif-
ferent songs. You tone it down a bit. I mean, 
we played for handicapped kids once and that 
was amazing.”

Of course, any musician’s child gets to ex-
perience their parent’s musical infl uences. For 
a musician like Khan — listening to Chuck 
Berry’s “My Ding-a-Ling” in the car during 
the interview — there’s a wide, diverse range 
of bands to expose the kids to.

“Th ey know about all sorts of music,” he 
says. “My older daughter, when she was six 
or seven months, before she was even talk-
ing she knew how to put records on the re-
cord player. I just played Buddy Holly every 
morning [and] she used to get up and put the 
record on the record player and put on the 
same Buddy Holly album thirty times every 
day — which made Buddy Holly almost im-
possible to listen to. Now we can appreciate 
Buddy again.”

K i n g K h a n A n d T h e B B Q S h o w
m u s i c i n t e r v i e w

Jordyn Marcellus
Entertainment Editor

AAnish “King” Khan — the King Khan in 
the King Khan and Th e BBQ Show — 
has a few heirs apparent to his throne. 

Th e Indo-Canadian, Berlin-based regal 
rocker is a proud pappy to a small crew of rag-
amuffi  ns. When he speaks about his kids, his 
voice is bright and energetic — which is good, 
considering an ugly stint in Kentucky that the 
band is still trying to put behind them.

“It was just stupid southern police — I’d 
rather not talk about it,” he says.

Despite the ugliness, there’s still some light 
at the end of the tunnel for Khan, who spends 
upwards of a month or two at a time on the 
road promoting his numerous records. Even 
though he’s travel so much, his music career 
allows him one great boon — he gets all the 
time he wants to spend with his kids when 
he’s home. While he leaves it all onstage dur-
ing his time on the road, he gets to play the 
stay-at-home dad in a much more sedate 
place.

“Th is past year has been kind of tough be-
cause I haven’t seen them as oft en as I like 

to,” says Khan. “Normally it works out pretty 
good. I go on tour for a month or two then 
go back. When I’m at home I get to hang out 
with them the whole time and just be there . . . 
I love that. It’s much better than working in 
an offi  ce and coming home tired and, y’know, 
get to spend time with them.”

Befi tting his profession, Khan is occasion-
King Khan and the BBQ Show crash into the Warehouse 

Wed., Nov, 25 at 8 p.m. Tickets are available at the door.

King Khan rocks out at school BBQs King Khan rocks out at school BBQs 

courtesy Biz 3 Publicity

King Khan, bottom, is a stay-at-home dad when he’s not on the road.
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Matt Epp’s Safe or Free is fi lled with great vocals 
and instrumentation, but the lyrics them-
selves aren’t too desirable, leaving the album 

with an overall mediocrity that fails to jump out. If you pay 
attention to and desire strong lyrics and poeticism, this is 
not the album for you. Th ere’s nothing groundbreaking or 

When it comes to boy-girl pop duos, there’s 
a dangerous line between annoyingly twee 
and perfectly poppy. Jonesin’ straddles that 
line throughout their album Hi, We’re Jonesin’,
never quite crossing into either territory. 

Matt Epp
Safe or Free
(Independent Release)

unique about what Epp sings about. Although a general lis-
ten is alright, the instrument choices do not pair well with 
the lyrics.

Th e shining moment of the cd is “Cover Me,” a combi-
nation of everything Epp does well on parts of other songs, 
showing how enjoyable his career could become for po-
tential fans. It’s a versatile song, with strong male back-up 
vocals nicely contrasting with the female backing of the 
rest of the album. 

Safe or Free is a mellow album and a fairly good choice 

Jonesin’ pull off  a delicate balancing 
act which may put off  more hard-hearted, 
cynical music fans but engage those who 
love a sense of musical play. Th e spacy 
“Too Stoned to Screw” off ers a hazy swirl-
ing soundscape, while “Bummer Summer” 
is a beach song for the sad-sack needing a 
boost.

Jonesin’s mission statement is clear: to 

evoke the weird moments of childhood 
and re-appropriate them into songs that 
make them enjoyable. One of the hall-
marks of Hi, We’re Jonesin’ is the bubbly, 
ebullient synths with complementary 
cutesy lyrics like “When you fi nally fell 
into my arms/it set off  so many alarms/
from that day onward I’ve been true,” on 
“Rollerskates.” Campfi re singalongs like 

“Ghosts! No Way!” are warm-hearted, while 
“Ice Cream” is the soundtrack to the mad 
dash to grab a frozen treat from a jolly ice 
cream delivery person.

Hi, We’re Jonesin’ is utterly, unabashedly 
adorable and the miserable need not listen 
— they’ll fi nd Jonesin’s infectious childlike 
glee more akin to anthrax.

.. Jordyn Marcellus

if lyrics don’t deter from the overall quality. However, lyr-
ics that center around a chorus of “I don’t like your friends 
at all/ there’s no telling what I’d do if they hurt you/ it’s the 
end of the line/ they won’t fi nd the bodies” repeated several 
times do not make for a strong song.

Th e general feeling is that Epp has not come into him-
self as an artist yet, nor made any distinguishing moves to 
set himself apart from everyone else. Potential only goes 
so far.

..Megan Hodgson

s p u nA L B U M  R E V I E W S

Jonesin’
Hi We’re Jonesin’
(Independent Release)
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Based on the mysteriously intriguing cov-
er, the complete lack of credits and the bizarre 
and murky sounds within, it is nearly impos-
sible to discern that Dead Man’s Bones is the 
work of Oscar-nominated actor Ryan Gosling 
— but it is. Th e cover photo depicts a group 
shot of the Silverlake Conservatory of Music 
Childrens’ Choir in Halloween costumes, 

Dead Man’s Bones
Dead Man’s Bones
(Anti- Records)

with Gosling and his best friend Zach Shields 
obscurely placed on either side. 

Th e self-titled release is a loose concept al-
bum and theatre project based on supernatural 
themes. With the lo-fi  production, the eerie 
childrens’ choir and song titles like “Werewolf 
Heart” and “Flowers Grow Out of My Grave,” 
Dead Man’s Bones manages to consistently 
bind the entire strange project together. Gos-
ling and Shield’s muddled voices maintain a 
spooky atmosphere in the many slower num-
bers. However, brilliant upbeat fl ashes like “My 

Body’s A Zombie For You” come out of no-
where and feature the childrens’ choir sound-
ing like the Arcade Fire singing doo-wop on 
Halloween night. Th e spotlight tends to focus 
on the aforementioned choir, with Gosling and 
Shields sitting back and directing the whole 
project. It shouldn’t work — but it does and is 
executed wonderfully. 

Th is album should be sought out and 
heard simply because there is nothing out 
there today that sounds remotely like it. 

..Richard Lam

Air
Love 2
(Virgin)

Muse
Th e Resistance
(Warner Music Ltd)

Th e Resistance takes listeners inside a huge 
stadium, fi lled to the brim with people and 
power chords which will rock socks and fedo-
ras alike. Th ere is a great diversity to the album 
and listeners should be constantly excited about 
what they will hear next from Muse. All of the 
tracks are enjoyable, each diff erent enough to 

keep the album interesting while still giving 
The Resistance an overall fl ow. Th en, as the 
album’s end nears, Muse throws in a ballsy 
move and puts in a three-movement symphony 
which is without a doubt Resistance’s long-last-
ing highlight.

Muse fi lls Resistance with songs that are 
reminiscent of Queen, but also feature a lot of 
other elements off ering up a more modern feel. 
“Uprising” starts the disc off  with strong gui-
tars and a powerful beat. Th ere are a couple of 

unexpected yet pleasing instrumental choices 
on the album, including an organ, which is 
especially noticeable and can be appreciated in 
“Unnatural Selection,” and string instruments 
throughout the “Symphony” movements. 

When paired with the drums and electri-
cal instruments, these tracks give off  a really 
cool and interesting texture which adds to the 
substantial awesome of the lasting symphonic 
movements. 

..Megan Hodgson

French electronic duo Air enthusiastically return with Love 2, their 
fi rst album since 2007’s Pocket Symphony. Th e pair, who have been to-
gether for over 10 years, are known for creating innovative chill-out 
electronica with distinct synth-fl avoured grooves and electronically 
treated voices. While not straying too far from their traditional for-
mula, Love 2 provides an interesting set of colourful, laid back tracks.

Opening song “Do the Joy” winds its way into one’s conscious-
ness through increasing layers of shimmering instrumentation, 
while a robotic voice happily details the end of the world. Even 
when singing about death and destruction, Air sounds optimis-

tic. Th eir consistently upbeat pace stretches from the title track, 
which simply repeats “love” 50 times over a fl ighty, bright melody, 
to other lyrically absurd songs such as “Be a Bee” and “Sing Sang 
Sung.”

Air’s ridiculous lyrics are kept in check by the plentiful and more 
exploratory instrumental tracks throughout, such as “Eat My Beat” 
and the seven-minute showcase “Tropical Disease.” Unbound by verses 
and choruses, they experiment with a greater breadth of sounds, such 
as synthesized fl utes, oboes, glockenspiels and Robert Fripp-inspired 
guitarwork. Love 2’s light and accessible off ering manages to sound fu-
turistic in its production yet charmingly dated in its tone; it’s what the 
Blade Runner soundtrack might sound like if everyone was substantially 
more cheerful.

.. Richard Lam
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Summer in September, Winter in Oc-
tober and now Fall in November? Let’s 
guess what December will bring us! 
As you hide away until fi nals are over, 
cross your fi ngers for SNOW cause ski/ 
snowboarding season is here! As your 
eyes slowly tire of studying... write a 
TLF! Bring your TLF to MSC 319 or 
email them to tlfs@thegauntlet.ca. All 
submissions must include your name, 
ID number, phone number and signa-
ture. Submissions judged to be racist, 
sexist, homophobic or attacks of a per-
sonal nature will not be tolerated. 

– Your TLF Editor  <3

Are you fun, tidy and looking for a 
place to live starting January 1, 2010? 
Gord and Julie are seeking a roommate 
in a cozy 3 bedroom bungalow! Just 
a 20 minute walk to the U of C cam-
pus, 5 minutes by bus (one block walk 
to routes 20 and 73 on Northmount), 
less than a 10 minute bike ride. Just 
off 19th St. and Northmount. $435/
month+utilities. Email julie.joline@
gmail.com for info., pictures, or tour.

There’s Skullduggery at the Distillery, 
Thursday, November 19. Visit www.
chrisgheran.com.

Gid: “Love is a temporary madness. 
It erupts like an earthquake and then 
subsides. And when it subsides you 
have to make a decision. You have 
to work out whether your roots have 
become so entwined together that it 
is inconceivable that you should ever 
part.” – St. Augustine (Barbara Wal-
ters. God Bless Barbara Walters). Hap-
py 1 year LOML.*pew pew pew* YoLo.

That VP Op-Fi dude,
Who wants to renew the SU, which 
they defi nitely should do for shu’.

– Vinnie the Bear

Are you ready for my xmas? Xoxo, I 
love: www.xmasandpresents.info, 
sweetie, you can look.

Ladies,
I am kyle,
I am here,
Do your thing.

Research Information Night for the 
Faculty of Science. Meet the profes-
sors offering undergrad. research op-
portunities, November 30 at 4 – 6 p.m. 
in MacEwan Hall. 

– WISE

Needed: 6 strong guys to move a 
stand-up piano. Will provide beer and
pizza for labour. Please contact Sarah-
Beth at canadiansoftballgirl@hotmail.
com if you can help.

Are you having SEX? If so, you may 
be at risk for getting an STI. Did you 
know that unless you specifi cally ask 
a physician for an STI test, one is not 
included? ...Yes, ladies, YOU need to 
specifi cally ask for an STI test when 
you go for your annual check-up. Don’t 
be embarassed... ASK.

– W.H.A.T.?!?

Dear fellow students: There is a lineup 
for computers behind printer 5, just 
like the sign says. Don’t be jerks and 
steal computers. 

Dear U of C: A computer commons 
with 73 computers in a university with 
20,000 students is completely logical. I 
am glad I give you my money.

“You have to know the past to un-
derstand the present.” Ilv oidkyt bh 
xwi ngvgh zs bp cdyi kljycdrtw. Zip 
uppi setkrh Nrfyvvp nvpxw xyjiz td ag 
Vmetvjemcj. Rrutdru nmv XCF Bpi eii 
vikeitzgri.

– Key Masters

Needed: babysitter to take four-year-
old girl to classes at the Olympic Oval 
several times per week. Email glen.
cindy@shaw.ca.

Dear gorgeous girl standing outside 
ST 143 at about 10:50 a.m. on Wednes-
day, November 18. I hope that wasn’t 
your boyfriend who had stolen your 
phone. If so, he was a jerk. I am clearly 
too shy to say this in person, but if you 
want to grab a coffee sometime... let-
meknow12@gmail.com.

Crisp evenings with the clouds parted 
to their place of rest; reveal that skies 
most tantalizing treasures to all whom 
observe. Shimmering diamonds em-
bedded within a veil that no thief can 
pilfer, all that one can do is admire 
them from away in amazement, only to 
stretch a hand outward to hopelessly 
capture their radiance and make them 
our own.

– James Hamilton

Intermediate Climber looking for in-
door climbing partner(s) Thurs./Fri. 
afternoon. Contact Roman at raauriti@
ucalgary.ca.

FREE TUITION TOMORROW,
Join Amnesty International.
FREEDOM TODAY!

DecaDance-Burlesque Cabaret
Featuring the Gartes Girls and music 
by Seven Story Readhead, November 
27 at the Den. Doors open at  9 p.m., 
show at 10 p.m. Advance tickets are 
$15 in MacHall and $17 at the door.

The hardest thing to do is learn when 
to step back, let go and allow things 
to just ‘happen,’ or not happen. You’ve 
gotta trust that what you’ve done is all 
you can do, because the rest is left up 
to the stars.

Where The Wild Things Are: I was 
brushing crumbs off my buddy’s belly 
in front of you while in line at the DC. 
I was doing it to be funny though, I 
swear I’m not gay (not that there’s 
anything wrong with that). Let’s grab 
a microbrew.

– Sockeye
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