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news

Despite the new library 
being shorter in stat-
ure than the old, the 

University of Calgary adminis-
tration betrayed their vaulting 
ambition Tuesday night.

Responding to student ques-
tions at the Students’ Legisla-
tive Council meeting, U of C 
provost and vice-president ac-
ademic Alan Harrison defend-
ed the university’s proposed 
diff erential tuition increases, 
arguing that tuition would 
remain favourable compared 
to the universities the U of C 
sees itself competing against — 
notably the University of To-
ronto, York, Queen’s, Western 
Ontario, McMaster and UBC. 

If these increases go 
through, it is imperative that 
students hold the university to 
their claim of realistically compet-
ing with those luminous names — 
and not only in the faculties facing 
market modifi ers. 

Harrison’s key point was that any 
increases would refl ect a continued 
commitment to high quality educa-
tion. He noted that it was reason-
able to raise tuition in certain fac-
ulties because — in addition to the 
higher supposed earning potential 
of their members — the programs 
cost more to deliver. Th is being 
the case, students should expect a 
competitive education across the 
university, not merely in those spe-
cifi c faculties where tuition is being 
dramatically raised. If, as Harrison 
held, the Arts and Sciences faculties 

are currently subsidizing the edu-
cation of students in more costly 
faculties, then an increase in tu-
ition in those programs should see 
a concurrent relative increase in the 
budgets of the Arts and Sciences, 
which would conceivably no longer 
be paying disproportionately into 
those other programs. So, in keep-
ing with admin’s argument, all of 
the faculties should see their bud-
gets aided by the market modifi ers.

Th is notion is further bolstered 
when one considers two of Har-
rison’s other points. He said that 
business students, who face a tre-
mendous increase in their own pro-
gram’s fees, take up to half of their 
courses in the Arts and Sciences. 

Th e quality of these faculties, then, 
has a direct bearing on the quality 
of a business student’s education. 
Ignoring these components would 
jeopardize the much-cited compet-
itiveness of the Haskayne program. 

Further, Harrison was very clear 
on Tuesday that tuition increases in 
certain faculties would not relegate 
others to the status of a poor man’s 
degree. If so, the quality of the Arts 
and Sciences will have to attain the 
same level as the faculties of Law, 
Medicine, Business and Engineer-
ing. As long as admin stays consis-
tent on these points, the university 
as a whole should be expected to 
keep up with their loft y ambitions. 

Acknowledging that the U of C 

is competitive in Business, 
Medicine and Engineering 
— though some may take 
issue — it is far from cer-
tain that the school can ad-
equately represent itself as a 
direct challenger as a whole. 
But this is exactly what is re-
quired of the U of C. In or-
der to remain consistent in 
its arguments legitimating 
diff erential tuition increases, 
the U of C must create a ro-
bust academic community 
across all disciplines. Th is 
means the U of C needs to 
compete directly with the 
largest schools in Canada, 
including the U of T, with 
an endowment signifi cantly 
larger than the U of C’s and 
enviably situated in the heart 
of the country’s largest ur-

ban area. Realistic competition 
requires a jump of more than 100 
spots on the Times World Univer-
sity Rankings to get within prox-
imity of UBC, the U of T or McGill. 
Even given the inherent fl aws in 
any sort of ranking system, such 
a large gap clearly indicates a dif-
ference in quality. If this is a seri-
ous goal to be relentlessly pursued 
by admin, that is fi ne, but if the 
U of C fails to rise as a whole to 
this challenge, admin’s arguments 
of Tuesday night are simply hollow 
explanations which fail to legiti-
mize the tremendous increases. 

Cam Cotton-O’Brien
Editor-in-Chief
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c a m p u s  q u i p sHow closely have you been following the news about the tuition hikes?

“Fairly closely, I 
got to run around 
with no pants on 
yesterday.”
– Kathryn Hogan, 
second-year english

“Kind of closely, not 
that much. I went to 
the U of C website 
and got the email 
from the school.”
– Cameron 
Lightfoot, second-
year poli sci

“Very closely. I am 
an international 
student, so I would 
have to pay the dif-
ferential fees.”
– Brian Lee, fi rst-
year computer 
science

“Not very much to 
be honest. I gradu-
ated here recently. ”
– Aliyyah 
Mohamed, grad 
November `08

Interviews: Emily Ask, Photographs: Richard Lam

Frustration builds around tuition hikes
Annalise Klingbeil 
Cailynn Klingbeil
with fi les from Emily Ask

Gauntlet News Team Awesome 

Sharing boos, cheers and chants of “we 
won’t bail you out,” about 500 students 
gathered outside of council chambers 

Tuesday night to watch provost Alan Harri-
son speak about tuition increases. 

Many students held posters expressing 
their frustrations while others showed up 
in little more than garbage bags and under-
wear.

Harrison explained to students the con-
text in which the current tuition increase 
proposals were draft ed preceding a question 
and answer session with students. 

“We have been receiving six per cent in-
creases for the past several years and in 
the coming year, that’s 2010/11, that will 
go from six per cent to zero per cent,” he 
stated. “We were told to expect that by the 
government some time ago. So in other 
words, relative to where we’ve been in the 
recent past, we have to deal with [. . .] the 
nonappearance of government revenue 
[. . .] nearly $26 million.”

Other funds that have been available to 
the university in previous years will also not 
be available in the future, Harrison noted. 
Th ese include tuition-off set money and 
funding for lights and heating.

“If you add all these up, you get to very 
big numbers very quickly, numbers that look 
like roughly 10 per cent of our operating 
grant,” Harrison said.

Th e Alberta Department of Advanced 
Education and Technology announced in 
November that it would consider proposals 
from post secondary institutions to tempo-
rarily suspend the current tuition-fee model.

“Th ey were inviting us to look at programs 
where the price [. . .] charged by the univer-
sity was signifi cantly lower than the price of 
other universities with which we compete 
for students,” Harrison said.

Other factors considered were the earn-
ing potential and cost of delivery for profes-
sional courses. Th e programs aff ected would 
be business, engineering, law and medicine. 

Students then listened, cheered and booed 
as their peers questioned Harrison on every-
thing from the university’s energy consump-

tion to what the U of C has to off er in com-
parison to Mount Royal University. 

Harrison said the tuition increase would 
be short-term and last only a year, but ad-
mitted there would be no sunset clause stat-
ing a  timeline for the decrease. 

“I’ll be very blunt, the answer is no [sun-
set clause],” he stated. “If government comes 
in, starts showering money on us like man-
na from heaven, we may be in a position 
where we could do something about the 
tuition, but at the moment our view is that 
[. . .] these increases are necessary.”

Many of the students who were able to 
speak to the provost thanked him for his at-
tendance and conversation, but others felt he 
was insincere.

“It’s typical of a bureaucrat,” Students’ 
Union VP events Kat Lord told the Gauntlet. 
“He doesn’t say much, and still manages to 
be smug and insulting to people along the 
way.” 

Following the event she said students sent 
a great message to the university, proving 
they are a force to be reckoned with. Lord 
helped emcee the event along with events 
commissioner Dylan Jones. 

Following the meeting, fi rst-year engi-
neering student Richard Tchorzewski called 
the proposed increases unreasonable and 
said he found Harrison’s comments in coun-
cil frustrating.

“He didn’t want to tell us too much,” said 
Tchorzewski. “He’s just answering the ques-
tions but not understanding where we’re 
coming from.” 

Th ird-year social work student Angela 
Mulvey showed up in a garbage bag and said 
she was also unsatisfi ed with Harrison’s re-
marks. 

“I felt that he just repeated a lot of things,” 
said Mulvey.

“I really thought he lacked empathy over-
all and could have handled the situation bet-
ter.”

Jinwook Lee, a fi rst-year engineering 
student, said there is no way he can earn 
enough money in a summer job to pay for 
the proposed increases. 

“I’m really in shock,” he said, noting he 
faced a long decision when he switched 
from science to engineering this year but 
never expected his choice would potential-
ly cost so much. 

International student Helle Aagaard la-
mented the diff erences between education in 
Canada and her home country of Denmark.

“I know how it is in a country where the 

government is actually paying for your en-
tire degree,” said Aagaard.  

“Th erefore [I came] to show my sympa-

Students amassed outside coucil chambers to question tuition increases on Tuesday.
Chris Pedersen/the Gauntlet

see tuition hikes page 5

     He’s just answering the questions 
but not understanding where we’re 
coming from.

 — Richard Tchorzewski, fi rst-year engineer

“



G A U N T L E T  N E W S  F E B R U A R Y  0 4 . 1 0   5

Trevor Bacque
Gauntlet News

Throngs of upset univer-
sity goers fi guratively raised 
their voices in displeasure at 

proposed tuition increases Tuesday 
aft ernoon in the MacEwan Student 
Centre.

Students were invited to hold  
comic-like speech bubbles for  pho-
tos which will be turned into post-
cards and delivered to the Board of 
Governers when they vote on the 
proposal for market modifi ers and 
compulsory fees.

Th e word balloons contained vari-
ous slogans, all representing the dis-
pleasure and strain these new tuition 
hikes would cause. Just beyond the 
photo booth was a white board where 
university students were encouraged 
to write their candid thoughts on the 
potential large tuition increases.

Th e photogenic activism drew 
four hundred participants over 
lunch time with everyone uniting 
under a common anti-tuition hikes 
sentiment.

“As a business student I think it 
is unethical,” said Slava Nartakhov, 
second-year student in Haskayne.

Nartakhov’s tuition is already 
high since he is an international 
student and the Russian said his 
semester is costing him $7,100 for 
four courses.

Th ose prices are too expensive for 
his father back home to aff ord aft er 
his own business suff ered fi nancial 
setbacks. Th e younger Nartakhov 
has now taken a cashiering job at 
Safeway to cover costs.

“With the proposed increases 
. . . honestly, I’m scared to think,” he 
said.

Science major Sean Sinclar wanted 
to know what the university is think-
ing, because he certainly doesn’t un-
derstand the proposed increases.

“Th e costs are heft y already and 
now they want to raise them some 
more, I fi nd that a cop out,” he said. 
“I don’t think students should be 
forced to bail out their own univer-
sity.”

Liberal MP Harry Chase showed 
up to support the students in his 
riding and said there is a clear bot-
tom line with student activism like 
this.

“If you don’t invest in education 
your economy suff ers,” said Chase.

Event organizers were happy 
with the turn out and had about 
400 postcards signed for the Board 
of Governers to sift  through when it 
comes to decision time.

“We’re quite happy with the re-
sponse so far, it’s been quite busy 
since we began at 11,” said Social 
Work faculty representative Rianne 
Wolf. “We’re trying to create an 
amount of solidarity between stu-

dents in regards to tuition increas-
es.”

Wolf and others were serving a 
free macaroni and cheese lunch to 
everyone who signed a postcard.

“I’ve yet to hear from a single 
student that I’ve spoken with 
. . . that has been in favour of the 
market modifi ers,” said SU govern-

ment relations advisor Andrew Mc-
Intyre.

With the possible tuition increas-
es, McIntyre said the university is 
limiting students’ choices.

“We don’t know what the job 
market is going to look like by the 
time that the people who are pay-
ing these costs up front get out of 

school,” said McIntyre.
“Will there even be jobs for 

them?”
The lunchtime event was a 

warm up to the evening where 
U of C provost Alan Harrison 
fielded questions about the in-
creases at Student Legislative 
Council at 6:30 p.m.

Students pose to protest tuition increases

thy for the Canadians here who are 
struggling everyday just to pay their 
tuitions and try to have an everyday 
life with student loans, and part-time 
jobs and everything.”

“It says something about a 
society if only the rich kids can 
afford education,” said Aagaard.

Calgary-Varisity MLA Harry 
Chase was also in attendance with a 
seat inside council chambers. 

While Chase heard students 
decry the situation as simply a 
matter of cold economics, he was 
quick to point out the understated 

role of the Alberta government.
“Basically the government has 

put the university in this position 
by under funding,” said Chase. 

“Th ese discussions are abso-
lutely unnecessary if the govern-
ment viewed postsecondary as 
an investment as opposed to a 
liability or a cost.” 

Chase said he was extremely 
pleased by the growing activism 
displayed on campus and believes 
“the crowd has to multiply and 
multiply and the message has to 
go to the government.”

Chris Pedersen/the Gauntlet

Engineering students protest the proposed 40 per cent tuition increase at the evening event.

Tuition Hikes con’t from 4
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Noah Miller
News Editor 

The MacEwan Student Cen-
tre council chambers were 
a hive of activity during the 

not-so-routine Student Legislative 
Council meeting Tuesday night. 

Provost Alan Harrison, with an 
entourage of university admin-
istration members,  addressed 
students and their concerns sur-
rounding proposed tuition in-
creases. 

Inside the chambers were the 
usual Students’ Union representa-
tives  — including those from the 
medical, engineering, business and 
law faculties — members of the 
Graduate Students’ Association 
and the media. 

Questions rotated between SU of-
fi cials, those watching in the gallery 
and the mob of students amassed 
outside the chambers who asked 
Harrison about administration’s 

proposed tuition changes for an 
hour and a half.  

Calgary Medical Students’ Asso-
ciation 2012 class president Rithesh 
Ram said he appreciated Harrison 
meeting with students on this oc-
casion and the medical students he 
represents twice before. 

Ram described the event as un-

veiling “nothing new” and said  the 
meeting “rehashed answers that 
[he] had heard already.”

“For the most part, they do their 
best to answer questions that I 
haven’t asked,” said Ram. 

Ram was nevertheless dissatisfi ed 
with what he felt were inadequate 
answers and limited positive out-

comes resulting from the proposed 
increases, despite Harrison’s reas-
surance that they will maintain the 
U of C’s quality of education.  

Th e number of students out-
side the chamber (about 500) who 
showed up to protest the potential 
increase was an impressive accom-
plishment. 

“I would never have thought that 
this number of people would actu-
ally mobilize and show up,” said SU 
vice-president external Kay She, 
who noted that the U of C is other-
wise not very politically active. 

“Th is shows that students are 
really outraged. I have never seen 
students mobilize for any issue like 
this on campus.”

She said that she was impressed 

with students and the quality of 
questions they posed to Harrison.  

“Th ey asked very tough ques-
tions, stood their ground, they 
were not intimidated. Th ey ques-
tioned central administration 
about everything from fi scal mis-
management, where their priori-
ties lie, their ballooned salaries,” 
said She. “Universities want stu-
dents to come out as critical think-
ers and I think that this was a great 
sign that our students are coming 
out as critical thinkers.”

She also said that although she 
thought the event was enough 
of a dialogue for one day, more 
questions need to be asked and she 
would like to see opportunities for 
further discussion with Harrison.  

Harrison answers students’ questions regarding tuition increases.
Noah Miller/the Gauntlet

Social Sci. Rep Chris Kalantzis questions Harrison at SLC Tuesday.
Noah Miller/the Gauntlet

Tuesday’s council chambers a hive of activity 
Impressive student support shows up to question university administration
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Cailynn Klingbeil
Gauntlet News

A student led initiative for 
the University of Calgary 
to create standard Arabic 

language courses is yielding few 
results, leaving students discour-
aged and department heads of-
fering varying rationales for why 
such courses do not exist.

Students Marina McLellan, 
Zain Jinnah and Wesam Cooley 
are spearheading the initiative 
and have met with various de-
partment deans over the past few 
months about their proposal for 
the creation of credited standard 
Arabic language courses.

They are backed by what they 
describe as “extremely strong” 
student support, exemplified by 
a petition with over 200 student 
signatures. 

“It is crucial we understand 
[the Middle East] . . . it’s a hot 
spot of the world today,” said Jin-
nah, a first-year Political Science 
student.

McLellan and Jinnah have 
drafted a report supporting their 
proposal that includes a range 
of reasons for offering Arabic 
courses and excerpts from the U 
of C’s Business Plan that show 
alignment between the U of C’s 
mandate goals and the creation of 
Arabic courses.

Despite their efforts they’re not 
having much luck. 

“We feel we get shut down im-
mediately and the biggest reason 
is always the budget,” said McLel-
lan, adding that she considers 
that to be an easy excuse.

The issue is particularly signifi-
cant to the International Relations 
program, which is structured so 
that students specialize in a spe-
cific region and a correspond-
ing second 
language.

Yet stu-
dents spe-
cializing in 
the Middle 
East, in-
c l u d i n g 
IR student 
McLel lan, 
have no Middle Eastern languag-
es to choose from. 

“I just feel like I’m at a huge 
disadvantage because every sin-
gle other regional cluster that you 
can take has a corresponding lan-
guage,” said McLellan. 

McLellan added that a group of 
students from the IR program re-
quested a language be offered in 
fairness to students completing 
their degree with a Middle East 
cluster in a 2001 report and yet 
nothing has been done. 

“If you’re going to try to under-
stand a culture, and you want to 

do it well, you must know the lan-
guage,” said McLellan.

Further aggravating the issue 
is the Department of Religious 
Studies’ loss of its Islamic special-
ist, creating a further deficiency 
of Islamic studies and Middle 
East focused courses.

Paul Chastko, International Re-
lations program director, agreed 
that the addition of an Arabic lan-
guage would benefit IR students 

specializing in the Middle East. 
He also pointed out the impor-

tance of the region right now in 
relation to general security issues 
and in terms of oil wealth and its 
obvious ties to downtown and 
corporate Calgary. 

Chastko said the U of C’s 
branch campus in Qatar, an Ara-
bic-speaking country, makes such 

language courses an obvious and 
natural fit. 

“It’s a no-brainer considering 
the world we live in, the impor-
tance of the Middle East, and the 
research interests and priorities 
of the university,” said Chastko.

Students Jinnah and McLellan 
concur with Chastko’s rationale 
for Arabic classes and also point-
ed to the U of C’s Business Plan of 
2006–2010, which includes men-

tion of the university’s intention 
to support the government’s “en-
hancing second language” agen-
da, and the acquisition of Canada 
Foundation for Innovation fund-
ing for the Language Research 
Centre. 

Additionally, Jinnah said the 
existence of continuing edu-
cation classes in Arabic at the 

U of C proves that some resources 
already exist for teaching Arabic, 
which could be adapted and ap-
plied as courses for credit.

Jinnah also believes it is within 
the university’s economic inter-
ests to pursue these classes, citing 
the ties that the engineering and 
business schools have with the 
Middle East’s resources. 

Despite so many outstand-
ing reasons for Arabic language 

courses, McLellan 
feels discouraged.

“I feel like the in-
stitution isn’t made 
for us,” she said. 
“We’re made for 
them and that’s why 
they don’t want to 
listen to student de-
mand.” 

Social Sciences dean Kevin 
McQuillan is generally support-
ive of such language classes but 
said there are two key issues that 
would have to be resolved in or-
der to get them to the point of in-
struction. 

First is gauging the demand. 

Students lead drive for more Arabic classes

see Few middle east focused 
classes offered, page 9

   [The University] seem[s] to be concerned with the 
mathematics of it rather than the actual teaching experi-
ences of the students. I think the pattern is going to lead to a 
shoddier product that we’re offering.

 — Eliezer Segal, Religious Studies department head

“
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Annalise Klingbeil 
News Assistant 

  

The Students’ Union is allow-
ing joke candidates to run 
in the upcoming SU election 

in an eff ort to raise awareness and 
provide an opportunity for more 
students to engage in the electoral 
process. 

“If a joke candidate wins, they will 
not take offi  ce, rather the purpose of 
a joke candidate is to make a point 
about something and raise aware-
ness about student issues and the 
election itself,” said Alastair MacK-
innon, a senate representative for 
the SU and chief returning offi  cer. 
“It’s a fun way to inject a little levity 
into the campaigns. Th e key thing is 
under no circumstance can a joke 
candidate be elected to offi  ce.”

Typically joke candidates run as 
fi ctional characters, in many cases 
highlighting important student is-
sues such as debt, explained MacK-
innon.

“Generally, the idea behind the 
joke candidate is that you don’t run 
as yourself,” said MacKinnon “It’s a 
way to allow more people to engage 
in the process and raise more aware-
ness.” 

In the past chemical-engineer-
ing student Jeremy Zhao ran a few 
seemingly joke campaigns. MacKin-
non explained that the move to of-
fi cially allow joke candidates means 
it’s easier for students who want to 
follow in Zhao’s footsteps to run in 
the election.

“Th is allows people like Jeremy 
Zhao . . . to really get out there and 
engage with people,” said MacKinnon.

Zhao is infamous within the SU 
for his antics, including running un-
der the nickname “Optimus Prime,” 
trying to run with a 128-word nick-
name and pledging only to change a 
single regular light bulb to a low en-
ergy one if elected. 

Furthermore, last 
year Zhao ran a ridicu-
lous-as-possible cam-
paign for SU president, 
promising he would 
resign during his ac-
ceptance speech.

MacKinnon said 
now that the SU has 
offi  cially allowed joke candidates, 
people who want to run a silly or 
satirical campaign, but who don’t 
want to take offi  ce, can do just that. 

“Th is allows people who want to 
run as a completely diff erent person 
to do that and have fun, to engage 
with the Students’ Union and engage 
with students.” 

Zhao, who described his previous 
election attempts as theatrical dis-
plays, said he saw the point of run-

ning a joke campaign in the past as 
two-fold. 

“A) for my own amusement and 
for my friend’s amusement at times 
and B) there’s a certain message that 
no one ever gets and that is, yeah you 
have serious candidates but they’re 

going to be just as eff ective as I am,” 
said Zhao.  

Zhao said he doesn’t think the SU’s 
decision to allow joke candidates in 
the upcoming election will have any 
big impact. 

“I don’t think it will change any-
thing. I don’t even think people even 
know about this.” 

MacKinnon said the move to allow 
joke candidates is a recent decision. 

“It was admittedly something that 

was introduced late in the game,” he 
said. 

Th e move to allow joke candi-
dates has been “thought about in-
ternally for quite a while,” explained 
MacKinnon. 

An ongoing governance review 

allowed the SU to rethink and allow 
joke candidates to run.

Joke candidates will be permitted 
on a trial basis and will be expected 
to abide by the same regulations and 
campaign procedures as non-joke 
candidates. Th ey will be eligible for 
up to $100 of funding. More informa-
tion regarding rules, regulations and 
which positions joke candidates can 
run for can be found in student nom-
ination packages, on the SU website.

Students’ Union allows joke candidates in upcoming election

      There’s a certain message that no one ever gets 
and that is, yeah you have serious candidates but 
they’re going to be just as effective as I am.

 — Jeremy Zhao, past joke candidate
“
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“We need a suffi  cient number 
of committed students,” said Mc-
Quillan. “Th e second element is 
working out where the best place 
to put that language instruction 
would be.” 

Th e department head of Reli-
gious Studies, Eliezer Segal, said 
that both Islamic studies courses 
and Arabic language courses are 
needed but “under the practical 
circumstances 
of the univer-
sity we’re not 
succeeding in 
getting them.” 

Segal noted 
that terrible 
timing led to the Islamic special-
ist leaving for another position 
during a budget cut, meaning the 
position was lost. 

While the Religious Studies 
department would not be able 
to teach Arabic as a language 
for students to speak, Segal said 
the department tries to teach 
the foundational documents of 
any religion in the original lan-
guages. Qur’anic Arabic has been 
taught in the past through the 
department’s Islamic specialist.
   Segal noted that a diffi  culty with 
language courses lies in enrolment 

numbers. Segal said he thinks the 
university has become committed 
to a principle of high enrolment 
numbers while language courses 
are not suited to big classes.

“[Th e University] seem[s] to be 
concerned with the mathematics 
of it rather than the actual teach-
ing experiences of the students,” 
said Segal. “I think the pattern is 
going to lead to a shoddier prod-

uct that we’re off ering.”
Meg Martin, SU VP academic, 

said that while the SU has no of-
fi cial jurisdiction in deciding pro-
gram off erings, the organization 
can communicate student desires.

“Our response is sympathetic, 
we will give students contact in-
formation for administrators to 
talk to, and can inquire on their 
behalf or express their concerns,” 
said Martin, adding that in the 
end it’s an administrative and ac-
ademic decision that takes place 
at an institutional and govern-
mental level.

Few Middle East-focused classes offered, cont’d from pg. 7
She acknowledged a vocal por-

tion of students would like to see 
a Middle Eastern language become 
an area of concentration at the 
U of C, but said the current fi nan-
cial situation of the province and 
the university makes such a re-
quest unlikely to see movement in 
the near future.

Jinnah and McLellan said their 
next step is to further gauge stu-

dent support by surveying students 
and proving there is suffi  cient in-
terest from diff erent faculties. 

In the meantime, the lack of 
Islamic studies, Middle East fo-
cused courses and Arabic is lead-
ing McLellan, who is attending the 
U of C on a scholarship, to give se-
rious thought to programs at other 
institutions.

“I am questioning whether it 
would be better to attend another 
institution for the sake of my own 
studies since it doesn’t seem the 
university is willing to expand in 
those areas,” said McLellan.

      It is crucial we understand [the Middle East] . . . it’s 
a hot spot of the world today.

 — Zain Jinnah, fi rst-year Political Science student“



ater, as he sat on his 
balcony eating the 
dog, Dr. Robert Laing 

refl ected on the unusual events that 
had taken place within this huge 
apartment building during the pre-
vious three months.”

Th is is the understated open-
ing sentence of J. G. Ballard’s High 
Rise, a horrifi c look at a society 
gone wrong. High Rise is one in a 
long line of dystopian novels, shar-
ing shelf space with bleak stories of 
harvested babies, totalitarian rule, 
technology run amok and the com-
plete loss of human identity.

A subsection in the world of sci-
ence fi ction and speculative fi ction, 
dystopia is one of the medium’s 
most enduring and infl uential 
forms. Along with post-apocalyptic 
and last-person-on-earth stories, 
dystopian fi ction emerged from 

the industrial revolution — provid-
ing a dark glimpse of a possible fu-
ture and warning what may lead us 
down that path.

Dystopia fi rst stemmed from 
the idea of the utopia. Th e Ancient 
Greeks described a perfect, ideal 
society, where human eff ort is di-
rected towards justice.

However, utopia is directly trans-
lated as “no-place.” 

“You cannot have utopia in a 
society where you have humans 
because there is always somebody 
greedy, somebody who is immoral, 
who wants to dominate the world,” 
says University of Calgary English 
professor Ruby Ramraj. “Utopia 
is an idea, an imagined place, and 
really I don’t think you can fi nd 
utopia on earth ever, no matter 
how many idealists we have, how 
many visionaries we have.”

As such, dystopia emerged as a 
way to criticize the impossibility of 
the utopia, presenting a darker, more 
plausible picture of world order. 

“What you fi nd here is that you 
have a society that is totally unequal. 
You have nightmare scenarios where 
one group is trying to dominate the 
other group,” says Ramraj. “Th ere is 
war, there is violence, there is pov-
erty, there is destruction. And you 
get this sort of fi ction where it is the 
end of the world.” 

“I think dystopian fi ction really 
caters to our fears. We fear some of 
this might happen and some of it is 
actually happening today. And be-
cause of that, we fear that this sce-
nario might actually come to pass, 
not just in fi ction, but in fact.”

Dystopian fi ction carries com-
mon characteristics and themes 
that classify it as such.

“Characters in dystopian fi ction 
live lives which are very restricted in 
some way or another, either by the 
government or by people in their 
own society,” says Ramraj.

George Orwell’s totalitarian state 
in Nineteen Eighty-Four is constantly 
under surveillance by its dictator, Big 
Brother. Additionally, fellow citizens 
— or “comrades” — are encouraged 
to report any non-conformist at-
titudes, should the authorities miss 
them.

Dystopian fi ction also lacks social 
mobility. 

“If you are in this class, then you 
are never going to get out of [it],” 
says Ramraj, drawing parallels to 
India’s caste system where individu-
als are doomed to live in the class in 
which they are born. 

Ballard’s High Rise focuses entirely 
on the class system. Set in a luxurious 
futuristic high-rise building where 
all conveniences and amenities are 
provided for, residents live their lives 
contentedly indoors. However, small 
disagreements and crimes begin di-
viding the lower, middle and upper 
fl oors and their respective classes. 
Without a proper police presence, 
the entire building descends into an 
all-out war of savagery, tribalism, 
rape and cannibalism.

Dystopian societies also view 
families, emotions and non-con-
formity as unstable, and thus un-
desirable. As a result, babies are 
harvested rather than born, as in 
Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World, 
and literature and free-thinking 

are banished, as in Ray Bradbury’s 
Fahrenheit 451.

Ayn Rand’s Anthem takes place 
in a society of absolute brotherhood 
and collectivism where non-con-
formity is impossible. Individual-
ity has been suppressed to the point 
where the word “I” has disappeared 
from the language, thus making the 
novel’s fi rst-person usage of “we” 
throughout a disorienting fi rst read.

“Oft en when these writers show 
you a world or scenario where such 
horrible things happen, I think they 
just want to wake your conscience 
up a little. Th ey want you to stop and 
think, ‘Look, this is happening in 
our society [. . .] surely we should be 
doing something.’ ”

“It really shakes you up, it makes 
you think. And I think that’s one of 
the things dystopian writers do. Th ey 
don’t provide solutions at the end of 
this,” adds Ramraj. “It just shows you 
what happens when you take advan-
tage of human beings.”

Th e themes of dystopian fi ction 
are criticized by scholars and casual 
readers for being excessively bleak 
and pessimistic. Protagonists oft en 
accept their fate when they are un-
able to shake up the system or make 
a diff erence. But Ramraj believes 
that it is especially true in today’s 
information age, when the entire 
world’s suff ering is accessible and 
available to us, yet we are nowhere 
closer to a solution.

“Because of that, pessimism is al-
most realism today,” said Ramraj.

English professor Stefania Forlini 

The end of the worl
Dystopian  fictio

L''
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sees this pessimism as a shortcom-
ing of the genre. 

“I think if we are attached to more 
dystopic narratives, it’s great in terms 
of being able to criticize what’s going 
on, but it can lead to greater apathy 
and just a sense of despair and that 
immobilizes people.”

“I think that because we are inun-
dated with so many possible apoca-
lyptic scenarios, that it’s important 
to have a sense that you can still do 
something, you don’t just passively 
wait for whatever end might be 
coming,” says Forlini. “But it’s believ-
ing in these small daily practices as 
having political impact and as hav-
ing value that I think is really what 
[matters].”

Forlini off ered steampunk fi ction, 
such as William Gibson and Bruce 
Sterling’s Th e Diff erence Engine, as a 
way to point out dystopian fi ction’s 

shortcomings. Steampunk fi ction re-
evaluates people’s relationship with 
technology. By taking back control 
of technology from companies, the 
characters reclaim their places as 
makers instead of consumers and 
are thus better equipped for future 
eventualities.

“It’s bringing to our awareness 
that technology is always necessarily 
political because it shapes people in 
society in certain ways,” says Forlini. 
“It’s about labour, it’s about who con-
trols knowledge and technology. It’s 
a call for renewed creativity in the 
process of making things.”

“If you think of dystopia in gen-
eral, it comes from, on some level 
at least, a desire for something bet-
ter. [Steampunk’s] desire for some-
thing better is just more explicit. So 
instead of stopping the apocalypse, 
they’re going to give you a guide to 

Ruby Ramraj’s Top 11 Dystopias 
(in chronological order)

James De Mille - A Strange Manuscript Found in a 
Copper Cylinder (1888)
H.G. Wells – Th e Time Machine (1895)
Aldous Huxley – Brave New World (1932)
George Orwell – Animal Farm (1945)
George Orwell – Nineteen Eighty-Four (1949)
Harlan Ellison – I Have No Mouth, And I Must 
Scream (1967)
Ursula K. Le Guin – Th e Dispossessed (1974)
William Gibson – Neuromancer (1984)
Lois Lowry – Th e Giver (1993)
Margaret Atwood – Oryx and Crake (2003)
Kazuo Ishiguro – Never Let Me Go (2005)

d as we know it
surviving the apocalypse and not fo-
cus so much on brooding.”

As such, Forlini sees dystopian fi c-
tion as an incomplete picture. 

“Life is not that simple. An ending 
is never just an ending. And if you 
look at any disaster, real or imag-
ined, the aft ermath is sometimes 
more challenging than the disaster 
itself.”

“Th is is not the end of the story. 
Th ere may be an apocalypse, there 
may be a fi nal disaster or catastrophe, 
but it won’t be the end. And I think 
that’s a very interesting perspective, 
and one we might actually need to 
seriously think about,” says Forlini. 
“If pessimism today is realism, then 
don’t we need to go a step further 
than just saying this is how it’s going 
to end? Th e challenge is going to be, 
‘Well, how do we rebuild and how do 
we understand that ending and not 

repeat that?’ ”
Still, dystopian fi ction 

continues to be written 
and hold steady appeal. 
Indigo Books & Mu-
sic manager Lisa Huie 
states that it “remains a 
strong fi ction category 
with sales and volume 
of books remaining con-
stant year over year.”

Canadian dystopian 
fi ction in particular is 
much more contem-
porary — they do not 
have as broad a canvas, 
and are more rooted in 
place, says  Pages Books 
on Kensington manager 

Simone Lee.
“Th ere are a lot of dystopian books 

being done about the here and now, 
that are just showing a diff erent side 
of the reality we face,” says Lee. 

“But they’re just as depressing.”
In Forlini’s words, we read dysto-

pian fi ction because people “like to 
see our anxieties played out, in order 
to calm them.” 

Its relevance in today’s society 
cannot be understated and its com-
ments cannot be more timely.

In assessing Pages’ customers, Lee 
says, “it’s kind of balanced, but it’s 
quite clear that some people come 
in and say, ‘I want a book that’s not 
depressing.’ ”

Some people need happy endings. 
Dystopian fi ction is not for them.

on  and  its  enduring  relevance

Richard Lam Gauntlet Features

Jen Grond Illustrations
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In light of Tiger Woods’ recent infi deli-
ties, companies such as Gillette and 
Accenture have reneged on sponsor-

ship contracts with the golf superstar. Be-
cause these companies claim that an affi  lia-
tion with Tiger Woods will adversely aff ect 
product sales, they have severed ties to the 
supposedly discredited sports icon.

Companies acting thus send the message 
that people who have become famous due 
to attributes such as athletic prowess, mu-
sical talent or acting ability are not only 
to be judged based on their special skills, 

but according to their moral compasses as 
well. Th is added judgement is, in a word, 
ridiculous. We may strive to emulate these 
individuals because of what made them fa-
mous — their unique or expert abilities — 
but fame does not imply they have reached 
a higher plateau of ethical conduct. I cer-
tainly do not turn on my TV and wonder 
how I can better exemplify the ethics of Ti-
ger Woods; I am much more interested in 
his domination of the sport of golf. In ad-
dition, when celebrities like Woods com-
mit supposed moral transgressions I do 
not throw stones . . . for fear of shattering 
my own glass house. Superstars may be su-
perior to the average person in terms of a 
particular ability — note that my use of su-
perstar here encompasses individuals who 
actually have talent, so “luminaries” such as 
Paris Hilton are emphatically excluded — 

but it is ludicrous to assume they are better 
than an average person ethically.

Th is kind of typecasting — for example, 
judging Tiger Woods in areas utterly un-
related to his golfi ng ability — has become 
a sickness in our society. We are obsessed 
with the everyday lives of celebrities — 
“Brad Pitt buys groceries? He’s just like 
us!” As a result, we have started to view 
our erstwhile idols as larger-than-life role-
models, or somehow better informed about 
subjects such as the environment or for-
eign aff airs. Th eir opinions about politics 
become more important and more 
persuasive in determining our own 
views than individuals who have actually 
studied and immersed themselves in the 
subject for years. Th e truly informed indi-
viduals, however, do not get their ideas il-
luminated on such grotesque shows as En-

Eliminating society’s celebrity obsession

Meg Martin
VP Academic

www.su.ucalgary.ca

so     me!

Our writers are dying. In many 
ways writers of modern literature 
are dead as soon as their last work 
is published. Unlike the music and 
movie stars of today, the author si-
lently puts their thoughts to work, 
remaining out of the public eye; 
the invisible hand behind the most 
important aspects of the thinking 
world. Th ey fade rapidly from the 
foreground of our thought and 

even while still alive, more oft en 
than not, they are only publicly 
alive in their printed work.

J.D. Salinger, best known for 
Th e Catcher in the Rye, died on 
January 27 at the age of 91. Th e 
quiet, reclusive author had been 
out of the public eye for some 
time, giving his last interview 
back in 1980 and publishing his 
fi nal story as far back as 1965. 
Despite his disappearance from 
the intellectual circus, Salinger 
remains alive through the appre-
ciation, discussion and study of his 
work. Authors have the opportu-
nity for immortality and it is up to 
the reader to grant them such. 

Th e best known of Salinger’s 
few works, and his only novel, Th e 
Catcher in the Rye was the subject 
of several book bans, mostly due 
to its vulgar language and the less-
than-school-appropriate actions of 
the teenage protagonist. Th e idea 
that his book would be banned 
from schools greatly upset Salin-
ger, who was quoted as saying, 
“Some of my best friends are chil-
dren. In fact, all my best friends are 
children. It’s almost unbearable for 
me to realize that my book will be 
kept on a shelf out of their reach.” 

Th e Catcher in the Rye is still well 
studied and its message is no less 
important than when published 

Remembering the life and words of J.D. Salinger

Sydney Stokoe
Call Me Crazy . . .

in 1951. However, Salinger, like 
any author of a modern classic, 
suff ers a decreasing audience. To-
day’s readers have the unfortunate 
complex of enjoying mediocrity. 
Reading has moved from high cul-
ture to a more base audience, and 
with it came the collections of gar-
bage that somehow occupy best-
seller lists. People no longer read 
things that make them think. Th ey 
want easy entertainment to fi ll the 
hours between work and sleep. 
Cliché as it sounds, there was a 
time when literature was harder 
to come by, and thus only the 
best was published, only the most 
important, the most infl uential 

made it into the reader’s hands.
We are the root of literary life. 

In today’s modern world, the ap-
preciation of meaningful litera-
ture is dying, and with it, our au-
thors are fading away. Th e only 
way for a writer to stay alive in 
the world is if their works are be-
ing read, discussed and debated. 
Th is is not referring to the medio-
cre melodrama of paperback fi c-
tion, but rather those works that 
have the potential to challenge 
a society. Given the right audi-
ence, the written word can change 
the world. We can keep writers 
like Salinger alive aft er death; go 
pick up a book, read deeply.

Kim Nursall
My Mom Says I’m a Bigot

tertainment Tonight, and the news is simply 
not as enticing (read: stupid). 

We have our priorities jumbled. We 
over-value the opinions and over-judge 
the moral actions of celebrated individu-
als who became renowned neither as a 
result of their opinions nor their mor-
al character. I am not saying I do not 
appreciate celebrities who may become in-
volved in societal issues in useful ways not 
directly affi  liated with their sports, music, 
acting, etc, but I would much rather listen 
to the opinion of some unknown political 
analyst who has devoted his life to the sub-
ject than the misinformed and underdevel-
oped ideas of Bono, Pitt, Angelina Jolie or 
Matt Good.

In short, remember why celebrities are 
celebrities, don’t throw moral stones and 
learn about the world from a newspaper.

So SU Me is provided by the Students’ Union and published without Gauntlet editorial revision.
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Downloading has been 
a contentious issue for 
years. Some artists like 

Radiohead have embraced the 
trend with open arms, while oth-
ers believe that punishments are 
the way to solve the problem and 
still others hope to fi nd a bal-
ance between the needs of con-
sumers and industries. Canada 
has recently been negotiating 
a treaty that could mean seri-
ous changes for the way we think 
about downloading. 

Th irty-nine countries, includ-
ing Canada, the European Union 
members, Japan, New Zealand and 
Australia, are meeting in Guadala-
jara, Mexico for the seventh round 
of negotiations in the Anti-Coun-
terfeiting Trade Agreement, which 
began in October 2007. An eighth 
and fi nal round of negotiations is 
scheduled to take place in Welling-
ton, New Zealand in April to fi nal-
ize the treaty. Th e treaty covers a 
number of topics relating to intel-
lectual property rights, including 

piracy, border issues and civil and 
criminal enforcement. 

NDP Heritage Critic Charlie An-
gus protested the secrecy and po-
tential implications of the treaty 
at a press conference. Th e NDP has 
also sent a letter to Trade Minister 
Peter Van Loan asking for disclo-
sure of the ACTA. 

Th e ACTA has largely been ne-
gotiated in secret. Th e contents 
of the treaty are unknown and 
information about Canada’s role 
has been limited. Canadians de-
serve to know what their govern-
ment’s position is and how the 
treaty may aff ect them. If this 
treaty is truly in the interest of Ca-
nadians, then there is no reason 
why it should not be publicly avail-
able. Th is was one the NDP’s main 
concerns about ACTA. 

Th e ACTA includes the possibil-
ity of a “three strikes and you’re 
out” law under which individuals 
suspected of downloading three 
separate times would have their 
Internet cut off  for a year. Entire 
households could lose Internet ac-
cess because of the actions of one 
person. Th is type of punishment is 
unreasonable and disproportion-
ate. Something milder, like a small 
fi ne, would be more appropriate. 

Th e three strikes provision 

would make Internet providers 
responsible for monitoring users 
and cutting off  those suspected of 
downloading. No court order or 
evidence would be required for 
an entire family to lose access for 
a year. If such a serious punish-
ment is put in place, then authori-
ties should at least be able to prove 
that wrongdoing has occurred. 
Having Internet companies spying 
on people could violate civil rights 
like the right against unreasonable 
search and seizure. 

Other measures could af-
fect travellers who would have 
to prove that fi les on their iPods 
and laptops were obtained legal-
ly or face potential confi scation 
or other sanctions. Th ese mea-
sures don’t solve the problem and 
would only potentially harm in-
dividuals who may end up having 
their property seized. 

Canadian intellectual property 
laws need to represent the in-
terests of artists, industries and 
producers, as well as consumers. 
Th is treaty represents a victory 
for industries negatively aff ected 
by downloading, but doesn’t give 
much to the consumer. Canada’s 
approach needs to strike a middle 
ground. ACTA could mean serious 
changes and consequences.

Downloading trouble

Rhiannon Kirkland
Gauntlet Opinions

ACTA treaty misses the mark
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The pie has an important 
place in Canadian society. 
Pies are delicious, nutri-

tious and, as has been made evident 
in recent years, they are a wonder-
ful tool for political activism. But 
members of the political establish-
ment are seemingly opposed to us-
ing a pie for protest purposes.

Last month, federal Fisheries 
Minister Gail Shea was the recipi-
ent of a delicious pie to her face, a 
message of opposition to the seal 
hunt delivered by an American 
PETA activist. Liberal MP Gerry 
Byrne declared that the attack was 
akin to terrorism, tacitly encourag-
ing Shea to press charges against 
her attacker. Th e proper course of 
action, of course, is to decriminal-
ize the pie.

Th roughout recent memory, a 

keen observer can fi nd many in-
stances of prominent Canadians 
getting pied. Former Prime Min-
ister Jean Chretien took a pastry 
in the face during a visit to Prince 
Edward Island back in 2000. For-
mer Alberta Premier Ralph Klein 
was pied during the 2003 Calgary 
Stampede. Former Human Re-
sources Minister Pierre Pettigrew 
got a pie in the face during a press 
conference back in 1999. Th e irony 
is that it wasn’t the fi rst time Pet-
tigrew had stuff  thrown at him by 
protesters — an animal rights ac-
tivist threw red paint at him, ex-
plaining aft er his arrest that it was 
representative of the blood on his 
hands due to Canada’s involve-
ment in Haiti. Th e pie’s message 
was much more succinct and eff ec-
tive — writing on the pie said “On 
behalf of the unemployed.” Unfor-
tunately, many of these dispersions 
of creamy justice have resulted in 
criminal charges.

Th e solution is simple: provide 
every Canadian citizen with one 
pie to dispense at their discretion. 

No criminal proceedings can oc-
cur as a result of the movements 
of these approved pies. Citizens re-
tain the right to transfer their pie 
to another individual for their use, 
but everyone is allocated a single 
pie. Th ese pies are an important 
part of the democratic process, but 
they’re also a strong social regula-
tor. Th e prime minister prorogues 
Parliament? Bam! Pie to the face. 
Your next-door neighbour has a 
loud party? Bam! Pie to the face. 
Your roommate forgets to buy milk 
on the way home? Bam! Pie to the 
face.

Creating this kind of limited le-
gal indemnity for pies to the face 
will create new incentives to live 
in Canada: a more robust democ-
racy, a strong economy through the 
secondary sale of pies and giving 
many individuals a delicious treat 
as well as a much-needed hum-
bling. Marie Antoinette may have 
coined the phrase “Let them eat 
cake,” but Canadians should advo-
cate a modifi ed version: “Let them 
pie each other in the face.”

Pie: the creamy bastion of democracy

Ryan Pike
From the Cheap Seats
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Letters: scenes from the class struggle at the U of C

I’ve begun to think the Calgary Stam-
pede might be behind this pro-
posed tuition increase. Jay-Z 

holds the key to my insight. 

Th e latest issue of Esquire magazine car-
ries an article about the astounding cross-
over success of the rap magnate. In it, writer 
Lisa Taddeo details that the most important 
feature of Hova’s ability to succeed in main-
stream culture while retaining his street 
credibility has been his authenticity: Jay-Z is 
more than happy to sell you Budweiser, but 
only because he always drank Budweiser. 

In the exact same way, the Alberta Govern-
ment is branding the province. 

Westerners are commonly perceived as 
classless uneducated yahoos. By allowing Al-
berta’s major universities to propose tuition 
increases that may price higher education 
beyond the reach of many Albertans, the gov-
ernment is ensuring the province’s populace 
will be less educated, dramatically increasing 
the authenticity of Alberta’s claim to boorish 
hickdom. As the general education level in 
the province declines, the Calgary Stampede 
will become more and more authentic. Tour-

ists will be more enticed by the annual event, 
which will no longer be perceived as a show 
put on for a meager 10-day stretch each July, 
but as the bronco-busting reality of the Heart 
of the New West. Crowds will swell, coff ers 
will burst, the world will watch as the prov-
ince shakes off  its petroleum reliance.

At least, I assume this is the case. 
Otherwise the value placed on educa-
tion in this, the richest of the provinces,
is plain embarrassing.

Jay-Z, the Stampede and tuition hikes

Cam Cotton-O’Brien
Pidgeon Talk

Since the university’s tuition pro-
posal was announced, we’ve gotten a 
few letters. Space constraints prevent 
us from printing them in their entire-
ty, but here are some excerpts from 
the letters we have received. Th e full-
length versions of these letters can be 
found online at www.thegauntlet.ca.

Do you have strong feelings about 
tuition? Love it? Hate it? Take a min-
ute and send your thoughts over to 
editor@thegauntlet.ca. Keep them 
coherent and limited to 300 words 
and your letter could be printed in 
the next edition of the Gauntlet.

“I must admit that I am ex-
tremely disappointed regard-
ing several of the main business 
classes that I have been required 
to take, which, in my opinion, 
have been sub-par. Th is statement 
stems from instances where the 
class sizes have been so large that I 
have to sit on the fl oor in order to 
attend my lecture, or the professor 
is so disorganized that half of the 
lecture time is spent watching her 
attempt to explain a concept, only, 
because she is not prepared, she has 
to try repeatedly, the example ripe 

with revisions and mistakes.  
So please explain to me, why, if 

this is an example of the kind of 
education I am getting, I should be 
required to pay potentially 46.5 per 
cent more per semester of tuition!?”

Casey Smith

“Th inking of the poor students 
that are being forced to fi nance the 
U of C’s fi scal problems fi lls me 
with loathing for our administra-
tion. Th ey should be ashamed of 
themselves.”

Andrew R. Turnbull

“In my 400 level political sci-
ence class this semester students, 
more then fi ve or six at times, 
have had to sit on the fl oor on 
more than one occasion because 
the university scheduled us into 
a classroom too small to accom-
modate the students; a classroom 
for 78 students with only 66 desks. 
Not only is that completely unac-
ceptable in itself, but the fact that 
my prof raised his concerns to 
the university and they claimed 
to have added more seats when 
the same thing happened all over 

again makes the whole thing even 
worse. So I pay thousands of dol-
lars a year to sit on a fl oor in a 
freezing cold classroom? I didn’t 
realize that attending class was 
fi rst come fi rst serve. Where does 
that $6 I pay for a sandwich go? 
Or $20 to park? On top of high tu-
ition we are paying out the ass for 
everything else, too. Seems like 
the uni is asking more without 
giving more.

I think more accountability for 
our money is needed.”

Ashley Marshall
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Curtis Taylor
Gauntlet Sports

The Dinos men’s volleyball 
team got back to their win-
ning ways over the weekend, 

scoring a pair of victories over the 
University of Regina Cougars. Af-
ter a mediocre showing last week 
against the University of British Co-
lumbia Th underbirds, a match-up 
with the Cougars was just what the 
Dinos needed to get back on track. 
Th ey were dominant over the week-
end, taking six of seven sets from 
a pitiful Regina squad who remain 
winless on the season.

In the fi rst game, the Dinos took 
the fi rst set before seeing the Cou-
gars take the second in dramatic 
fashion. Th e two teams went back 
and forth, with Regina eventually 
winning the set 30–28. Friday’s sec-
ond set was really the only sign of 
life Regina showed all weekend. Th e 
third set was a completely diff erent 
story. Th e Dinos, winning convinc-
ingly by a score of 25–10, immedi-
ately halted any momentum their 
opponent might have gained. From 
there it was merely a formality, and 
they closed it out in four sets win-
ning by a fi nal score of 3–1 (25–20, 
28–30, 25–10, 25–18).

Saturday’s game was no contest, 
as the Dinos had one of their most 
lopsided wins of the season, win-
ning in straight sets 3–0 (25–18, 
25–17, 25–18). Regina’s off ence 
looked about as bad as the new look 
Calgary Flames did in Monday’s 
game against the Flyers.

Fourth-year middle David Egan 
had a big performance over the 

weekend, recording a team high 
22 kills while committing only 
three errors. His overall hitting 
percentage was an impressive .463, 
and he led the team with 13 blocks. 
Egan has seen an increase in play-
ing time this season, and has taken 
full advantage of it. His strong play 

and leadership qualities certainly 
have not gone unnoticed by Di-
nos head coach Rod Durrant, who 
named Egan as one of the captains 
this year.

“He’s been more consistent,” says 
Durrant. “We need him to continue 
to be an infl uence, not just at the 

net, but also in serving as well as the 
backcourt.”

Th ough the Dinos played well, 
the Cougars aren’t exactly the best 
measuring stick when evaluating the 
team’s overall play. To say they have 
struggled this season would be an 
understatement, and with the pair 

of losses they stretched their regular 
season losing streak to 14 games.

“I think our guys did a very good 
job this weekend, we did drop one 
set but we rebounded and won the 
next fi ve,” says Durrant. “To go two 
wins against Regina was our goal, 
and now [our focus] is on Bran-
don.“

Th e University of Brandon Bob-
cats will certainly provide a tougher 
challenge for the Dinos, as they are 
coming off  a weekend split with 
the number two ranked University 
of Alberta Golden Bears. Alberta 
remains atop of the Canada West 
standings, though Calgary has two 
games in hand and fewer losses. 
Th e 11–3 Dinos are in control of 
their own destiny. If they win their 
remaining four games, they will 
clinch the number one seed and 
will host the conference’s Final 
Four playoff  tournament at the Jack 
Simpson Gymnasium. 

“I think it’s a great opportunity 
for this program, and this group of 
guys who have worked really hard 
from where we were a year ago to 
have things in our control. We’re 
not relying on [the] U of A. If we go 
out and play well in our next four 
games we can control our outcome,” 
says Durrant.

As much as the Dinos would love 
to clinch the number one seed, their 
only focus is on Friday night’s game.

“Th e guys have been very com-
mitted to looking at one match at a 
time, and preparing for that match. 
If we do that I think we will be fi ne. 
If we get ahead of ourselves we tend 
to not play as well as we need to be 
successful.”

Jon Roe/the Gauntlet

Dinos win, eye hosting CW fi nal four

David Egan (middle) goes up for a block. He led the Dinos with 13 against the Cougars this weekend.
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Steven Kelly
Gauntlet Sports

Th e men’s hockey team has a 
week to regroup, aft er losing back-
to-back games against the Universi-
ty of Regina Cougars last weekend. 
Th e two losses in Regina drop the 
Dinos into fourth place in the Can-
ada West conference, two points 
back from the third place Univer-
sity of Saskatchewan Huskies.

 Th e Dinos dropped their fi rst 
decision Friday night in heart-
breaking fashion as Cougar forward 
Dillon Johnstone scored on the 
powerplay with less than a minute 
left  to tie the game 3–3. Th e game 
went on to a shootout where the 
Cougars were perfect, scoring on all 
four attempts to win. 

In the second meeting between 
these two teams Saturday, Regina 
got off  to a three-goal lead aft er two 

periods. Th e Dinos responded in 
the third period with a pair of goals; 
however, they fell short, losing by a 
score of 4–2. 

Dinos head coach Mark Howell 
is looking for his team to improve 
aft er a disappointing weekend. 

“We need to understand that with 
the proper intensity and game plan 
we will be successful,” he says. How-
ell is pleased with the team’s pow-
erplay, as the Dinos scored all three 
of their goals with Regina players in 
the box Friday and netted one more 
Saturday night. 

“Th e powerplay in the past three 
to four weeks has been good,” he 
says. “Th ere is an expectation that 
when we go on the powerplay, we 
will score.”

Th e Dinos will get a week off  
before meeting the Huskies in Sas-
katchewan on February 12 and 13. 
Howell says that time will tell if a 

week break will be detrimental or 
benefi cial to his team. Nevertheless, 
Howell knows that this extra time 
could be a great opportunity. 

“It will be a good thing for some 
of our guys to rest up, as we have 
fi ve to six guys out of our line-up.” 

Th e message from Howell is sim-
ple. 

“Th is team needs to be deter-
mined and focused to be a playoff  
team,” he says. “We need to push 
hard here to be an improved team. 
[Th e break] will give us time as 
coaches for one-on-one meetings 
with our players.” 

Th e Dinos also have the potential 
to move back up into third place if 
they can win their two game series 
against the Huskies. 

“Th e next two games give us an 
opportunity to show what we are 
made of,” says Howell. “We need to 
win.”

Vanessa Janzen
Special to the Gauntlet

Dinos women’s rugby 
head coach Jenny Vin-
cent, 41, passed away 

Jan. 24 aft er a brief battle with cancer. 
Vanessa Janzen was a fi ft h-year with 
the varsity team this past season.

I was honoured when asked to 
write some words about Jenny Vin-
cent. I had only known Jenny for a 
few years but she without a doubt 
has made an impact on me. I fi rst 
met Jenny three years ago when she 
came back to coach the Dinos club 
rugby team; the same team that 
Jenny had started at the university 
10 years ago. With her return three 
years ago, not only did she bring a 
wealth of rugby knowledge and ex-
perience, but she brought a vision 
of what the team could be. She was 
determined to transition the club 
team into a University of Calgary 
varsity rugby team. While this goal 
seemed far away to us initially in-
volved, with Jenny’s passion and 
love of rugby we were able to bring 
her vision into reality in just two 
years.

Jenny Vincent was a charismatic, 
positive and determined woman. 
Everyone who knew Jenny knows 
that she was competitive and loved 
to rise to a challenge; which you 
could see in every aspect of her life. 
Jenny played rugby through uni-
versity and competed for the Ca-
nadian National Women’s squad. 
She brought these experiences and 
her love of the game to all that she 
touched through her coaching. She 
was a very knowledgeable coach 

and through my time with her I 
have learned a lot, for which I am 
grateful.

One memory that I will always 
hold of Jenny is of how hard she 
fought for our team and of her 
desire for us to succeed, both as a 
team and as individuals. Our sea-
son may not have ended the way 
we were all hoping, but I will never 
forget this inaugural women’s rugby 
season and Jenny’s love she shared 
with our team.

Jenny Vincent always wanted the 
best for our rugby team, which was 
evident from the moment I met her 
three years ago. She kept our spir-
its high throughout our season this 
year and years past and always tried 
to create new opportunities for ev-
ery player. Jenny was positive and 
upbeat with every game we played, 
she was always able to see a posi-
tive side to any situation and never 
gave up on anything she loved. Since 
I have known Jenny she has helped 
our club team compete against var-
sity teams and then accomplished 
her dream for us to become a varsity 
team. She was a great coach to many 
players and always strived to cre-
ate new opportunities for everyone. 
I was lucky to have been coached 
by such an amazing, confi dent and 
knowledgeable woman. I am very 
thankful for the opportunity Jenny 
created for me to play on the Dinos 
women’s rugby varsity team.

Vincent started, drove 
Dinos club rugby

Jenny’s family has established the Jenny Vincent 
Coaching Endowment for Women’s Rugby to honour 

her memory. The endowment will support future 
coaches of women’s rugby. Donations can be made 
by contacting Kristine Williamson at (403) 220–3651 

or kristine.williamson@ucalgary.ca

Men’s hockey look to take advantage of week break

Ashley Hill (#12) defends a Cougar. The Dinos lost both games to the Cougars this weekend. They 
sit tied for the fi fth in the Canada West prairie division with a 7–10 record.

Sydney Stokoe/the Gauntlet
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Meaghan Carrier
Gauntlet Entertainment

The year is 1985 and Marjorie Cliff ord 
is telling the story of a tragedy that oc-
curred three years prior — the sinking of 

the off shore oil rig Ocean Ranger. 
Like the Titanic, the Ocean Ranger was deemed 

unsinkable, yet it went down not far from where 
the Titanic sank. Jewel, a production put on by 
Th e Attic Players, directed by Jacqueline Russell 
and starring Alynn Trottier, relates this unfortu-
nate tale. Th e one-woman show centres on Clif-
ford, widowed by the catastrophic event just off  
the coast of Newfoundland in 1982.

Jewel is renowned Canadian playwright Joan 
MacLeod’s fi rst play. Initially staged in 1987 at 
Toronto’s Tarragon Th eatre, it garnered nomina-
tions for both the Ontario Art Council’s Chalm-
ers Arts Fellowship and the Toronto Alliance 
for the Performing Arts’ Dora Mavor Moore 
Awards. 

“It was the largest oil rig of its kind in the world 

and deemed unsinkable,” recounts Trottier, with 
a note of heavy sadness in her voice.  “Th e dis-
tress call came just aft er 12 a.m., a helicopter 
made it there just aft er 2:30 a.m., everyone was 
dead. A community lost 57 men just from New-
foundland.” 

When word reached land that the rig had 
sunk on the night of Valentine’s Day 1982, an 
entire community was struck with a loss so 
great that words cannot express their heart-
break. Twenty-seven other men from around 
Canada lost their lives aboard the ship, plunging 
27 additional families into mourning. In total, 
84 Canadians perished in the sinking of the 
Ocean Ranger.

“Marjorie is Alberta born and currently liv-
ing in Peace River,” says Trottier. “She grew up 
in Calgary and at points in her dialogue ref-
erences Claresholm as well. When her hus-
band went to work for the Ocean Ranger, it 
was a bit of a separation issue for them. She 
was a city girl who moved into a rural setting. 
Th ey were married for about a year before 

he left  to work on the Ocean Ranger.”
According to Trottier, the character is tremen-

dously funny despite her loss. 
“She has humour about her life and her cir-

cumstances,” says Trottier. “She is also a bit 
rough around the edges, which are appealing 
qualities under her tragic circumstances. Having 
had three years to refl ect on the tragedy, the play 
is about her having reconciliation, or a coming to 
terms with her deceased husband.” 

Fittingly, Trottier expresses that Jewel takes its 
inspiration from Valentine’s Day, asking “what 
do you do when you are experiencing loss?”

“Marjorie touches on the whole human aspect 
of the grief and loss felt by so many because she 
takes it down to the level of a single person. She 
talks about what it was like to wait to fi nd out 
if he was actually dead. It was hours before she 
knew for sure. Jewel is a nice story of human dis-
covery and growth.” 

Jewel runs from Feb. 5 –14 in the Blue Studio at Evergreen Community 
Studios in the Currie Barracks. Tickets are $15 per person, cash only.

Jewel tells a tale of loss on Valentine’s Day

Alicia Ward 
Gauntlet Entertainment 

Some people might think that 
the play Mr. Fix It is just another 
feel good romantic comedy — and 
they’re right. 

Long time Calgary playwright 
Caroline Russell-King wrote Mr. Fix 
It for Lunchbox Th eatre in the hopes 
that people will be able to “have a 
break, to have a laugh, that’s what 
Lunchbox is all about.”

Mr. Fix It follows Mel, a chain ap-
pliance store owner, as he encoun-
ters his ex-fi ancé and deals with his 
past. Russell-King knew she wanted 

to write a comedy in homage of one 
of her favourite playwrights: Neil Si-
mon. Simon has had major success 
with his works, winning three Tony 
Awards and a Golden Globe.

“Neil is oft en dismissed in aca-
demic circles despite winning a Pu-
litzer prize,” says Russell-King. 

“Simon has a rhythm” and, as Rus-
sell-King puts it, she “soaked [it] up.” 
Mr. Fix It happens in real time, as 
do Simon’s plays, such as California 
Suite, one of Russell-King’s favou-
rites. 

Even though she’s a Calgary play-
wright, Russell-King gained no in-
spiration for Mr. Fix It from the city. 

While writing, Russell-King in-
stead found inspiration from her 
fi rst husband, a comedic actor. 

“I had his voice in my head while 
writing it,” she says. 

Additional inspiration came from 
Russell-King’s concern with the im-
portance of confronting the past to 
analyze the present. Delving into the 
past may be enough to drive one cra-
zy, but that doesn’t mean it should be 
left  unexplored. 

“[Did I make] a fresh mistake or 
an old one?” she asks. 

Despite the short time slot not 
giving the playwright much time 
for crazy plots and in depth char-

acter development, Russell-King is 
not fazed.

“I don’t fi nd writing one act plays 
any harder than writing four act 
plays . . .  it’s the Lunchbox genre,” 
she exclaims.

Revelations and personal growth 
may be found in Mr. Fix It’s 45 min-
utes, but fi rst and foremost Russell-
King wants people to break from 
their busy days and enjoy themselves.

“I love to make people laugh,” 
she says, perfectly capturing what 
Mr. Fix It is craft ed to do.

Learn to mend a broken heart in Lunchbox Theatre’s Mr. Fix It 

Mr. Fix It runs until Feb. 27 in the Lunchbox Theatre 
at 12:10 p.m. 
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Ben Rowe 
Gauntlet Entertainment 

From Paris With Love sneaks its 
way into theatres this Friday under-
neath everyone’s radar — except those 
taking potshots at the ignominious 
downfall of John Travolta. And while 
it is true that Travolta’s main concern 
in From Paris With Love appears to 
be reclaiming his lost cool, the most 
shocking thing about the movie is 
that he actually succeeds. 

From Paris turns out to be a re-
markably stylish and fun espionage 

thriller from French director Pierre 
Morel, who has recently wowed au-
diences with actions fi lms District 13 
and last year’s Taken starring Liam 
Neeson. He has the same passion 
for beautiful imagery here, shoot-
ing the French capital with such love 
and care that even seedy ghettos ap-
pear dazzling. Written by Luc Bes-
son, the man behind the Transporter 
series, the script is both exciting 
and hilarious, adding some classic
spy movie twists for good or ill.

Th e fi lm follows Reese (John Rhys 
Meyers), an employee of the Ameri-

can Embassy in Paris who dreams of 
being a suave super-spy. In addition to 
his day job, he occasionally performs 
clandestine actions for an unnamed 
arm of U.S. intelligence. Finally, Re-
ese is given his chance to break into 
the big leagues: he must assist top 
agent Charlie Wax (Travolta) on as-
signment in Paris, largely by driving 
Wax around and following orders. 
Wax is highly unpredictable with 
a loud, reckless, shoot fi rst attitude 
towards his job and Reese soon dis-
covers that in the dangerous world of 
espionage, he is in way over his head. 

While stylishly shot, by its third 
act From Paris With Love falls on spy 
movie clichés like tracing the call and 
enhancing the audio fi le. Th e plot it-
self turns out to be fairly pedestrian 
also, not really worth raising your 
blood pressure over. 

Travolta turns out to be the movie’s 
saving grace. He’s overweight, bald 
and stealing lines from Pulp Fiction, 
but also funny as hell and stealing 
every single scene he’s in. His char-
acter’s brazen attitude and antics be-
come the most watchable parts, even 
if Travolta’s weight gain renders some 

of the fast-paced action scenes semi-
ridiculous, like late Sean Connery-era 
Bond fl icks. 

Th e main problem is that Meyers 
is terribly miscast as Reese. He’s the 
fi lm’s protagonist, but comes off  as 
a weasely coward. Instead of feeling 
sorry for him you’re happy when mis-
fortune strikes. Frankly, he’s just not 
that good of an actor, and up against 
Travolta’s scenery chewing he’s simply 
not eff ective. 

Natascia Karen Vervena
Gauntlet Entertainment

For those who have read a Nicholas 
Sparks novel or seen a movie based on 
one of his tearjerkers, get ready to fall in 

love again with Dear John. Director Lasse Hall-
ström and screenwriter Jamie Linden adapt 
Sparks’ novel into a movie to bring us Dear John.  
Like Message in a Bottle, A Walk to Remem-
ber and Th e Notebook, this fi lm is guaranteed 
to tug at the heartstrings as Channing Tatum and 
Amanda Seyfried bring its characters to life.  

Th e movie deals with the real life situations 
of autism and terrorism, overcome through 

love, friendship, family ties and romance.   
“My fi rst love . . . [was] very wholesome and 

really knew what she wanted, was really sure of 
herself and so smart, and she kinda, you know, 
opened me up,” remembers Tatum. 

Dear John is about loving someone no mat-
ter how others view the person, exemplifi ed by 
Tatum’s mention that autistic people really “just 
learn diff erent.” 

“I don’t think that they’re special or special 
needs, you know, I think that they’re just really 
unbelievable children that, you know, take in 
life diff erently,” says Tatum.  

In the fi lm John and the other characters fi nd 
out what it means to, in the words of the novel’s 

introduction, “truly love another” and how, to-
gether, anything is possible. 

Dear John connects to its audience not only 
dramatically, but humorously. John’s clumsy 
quirks entertain the audience and cause spurts 
of laughter. On set, real-life autist Braeden Reed 
managed to keep the actors in stitches.

“It’s always funny doing a scene with Braeden 
[six-year-old Alan] cause you never know what 
he’s going to do in a scene,” laughs Tatum. “One 
of the funny scenes  [was when] he started to 
say everyone else’s lines with them. It was so 
funny cause he’s used to doing repetition I 
think, in his treatment, so it’s kinda really great 
for acting.  He is used to doing things over and 

over and over again, so [he] starts to get into 
the pattern of things, and so he would start to 
say Henry Th omas’ [Tim] lines and my lines 
and it was just, it was funny, it was cracking ev-
erybody up.”  

When speaking of his fellow actors, Tatum’s 
admiration for them shines through.  

“We shared something now,” he says. “I think 
that’s probably one of my favourite thing[s] 
about making a fi lm. You make friends for life 
and you know, you really just share some like 
extreme things in life with them.” 

Channing Tatum fi nds love in Notebook writer’s Dear John

Shockingly, Travolta returns to badass form in From Paris With Love
Dear John opens wide Feb. 5. For a review of the fi lm go to 

thegauntlet.ca.

From Paris With Love opens in theatres 
everywhere Feb. 5.
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Hello lovely tlf-ers. Thank you all for 
the avalanche of submissions this 
week. As an extra special treat this 
week the Gauntlet AP team has come 
up with some ways for the university 
to make money instead of raising our 
tuition. Check it out! Good turn out at 
SLC on Tuesday, keep up the fi ght! 
It’s great to see that the “generation 
of apathy” can still get riled up. Keep 
those submissions coming guys! Bring 
your TLF to MSC 319 or e-mail them to 
tlfs@thegauntlet.ca. All submissions 
must include your name, ID number, 
phone number and signature. Sub-
missions judged to be racist, sexist, 
homophobic or attacks of a personal 
nature will not be tolerated. 

Want the chance to win one in fi ve $100 
cash prizes??? Just take this 10 minute 
survey on academic stress and friend-
ship at www.uofcfriendsurvey.com

VOTE! VOTE! VOTE! HEATHER GA-
GNON for 2010 SENIOR CLASS AM-
BASSADOR at graduatingthisyear.com

Three innovative ways to pay for the 
tuition increases:
1) Sell yourself into slavery.
2) Become a pirate, steal a ship, de-
mand ransom.
3) Stop eating.

How are you paying for your education?
a) student loans
b) part time work
c) parents
d) all of the above
e) none of the above

– This Is Now a Contest!

"The Tastes and Sounds of The Ca-
ribbean: A Fund raiser for Haiti"
Wednesday, February 10th, 2010 at 
Flames Central. Doors open at 8 p.m.
Contact Sabrina at sabrina.roshan@
gmail.com

Tuition is a dirty game
We think hikes are really lame
If fi nances are out of whack
Maybe Provost needs a smack
Tuesday's protest had no bite
What we need’s a real fi ght!

– Bev

NUTV's Super Sweet, Super Cheap 
Bake Sale is in SS Foyer WED 10. Stu-
dent-friendly prices from 25 cents! Stop 
by and get something tasty and enter 
our free draw for FLAMES TICKETS!

Dear Surfer Boy, I saw you walk into 
class, with that smile on your face. 
Your eyes scanned the room for me 
but did not see; I'll give you a chance 
to try again, and blend our rhythms at 
thursden? See you there.

– Tiny Dancer

Want to quit smoking? I will smoke 'em 
for you! For one week I will follow you 
around, harassing you and bumming 
all your smokes. Only way to stop me 
is to quit!

– cjswproject45@gmail.com

Peer universities: Pies in the sky; big 
brothers; pipe dreams. Like saying 
Jamal Mayers and Dion Phaneuf are 
peer hockey players. Or Mayers and 
Elisha Cuthbert peers in attractiveness.

First rate education: Cut rate education.

Market modifi ers: Stomach punch; 
what you got from the last person you 
slept with at the Den; what happens to 
you when you drop the soap in prison.

U of T: If you got into two law schools, 
the U of C and the University of To-
ronto, you would choose the _______.

Student bursaries: Discounts on Pep-
si. Did you know it was the taste of a 
generation?

U of C students: Customers; rubes; pi-
geons; also wallets; dollar signs.

MRU: The solution; where you should 
probably go if you want to get the ap-
propriate level of care and attention for 
your money.

Alan Harrison came to speak to stu-
dents about the tuition hikes on Tues-
day in Mac hall. The Gauntlet AP was 
there to pick out key words and pro-
vide you, the students, with defi nitions.

To the couple caught copulating on 
Friday outside ST 148 at about 10:50 
a.m., save it for the bedroom. I have 
enough problems; having to get the 
sight of two people sucking each oth-
ers faces off shouldn't have to be one.

As students, we’ve been coping with a 
shortage of money for years.  Some of 
the Gauntlet crew’s here with the top 25 
ways to make quick cash. They seem 
as rational as the tution hike, so really, 
there should be no problem.    
1. A ponzi scheme.
2. Proroguing the defi cit.
3. Strip club on campus.
4. Liquor store on campus (next to the 
strip club?).
5. Bake Sale to raise funds.
6. Digital library converted into a casino.
7. Charity concert with Bono and The 
Edge (on bongos).
8. Ask Harvey for some money back.
9. Recycling drive.
10. Auction Stelmach off on eBay.
11. Hunger strike outside the legisla-
ture building. 
12. Mandatory program requirement: 
forced labour for fi rst years and Kines 
students.
13. Sell the nickle in the Nickle Arts 
Museum. 
14. Have the business students hold a 
seminar for administrators.
15. Hold the rock for ransom.
16. Drill an oil well on campus.
17. A more elaborate ponzi scheme.
18. Sell organs to a rival medical school.
19. Prostitute.
20. Get Trogdor to steal shit.
21. Copyright a phrase, obtain royalties.
22. Poker game with the administration.
23. Answer the meaning of life, publish 
it and sell it to housewives and men 
with sports cars.
24. Write a book on how to get out of 
debt and sell it to universities.
25. An even more elaborate ponzi 
scheme involving a station wagon, a 
giraffe, a fl ashlight and a stick of gum.

 – Andy, Jordan, 
Roman and Tristan

Don't blink. Blink and you're dead. 
Don't turn your back. Don't look away.
And don't blink. Good Luck.

– the doctor

Inter-faculty Stock Market Competi-
tion, Fistful of Stocks. Includes six edu-
cational seminars from top industry 
professionals. Join the facebook group 
Fistful of Stocks for more information. 
First seminar is on Monday the 8th.

Coke mixed with spiced rum
Finest of all classic drinks
A drunken haiku 

– QC fan

The amount I drink on a given night is 
directly proportional to the amount of 
time since the last time I drank. Based 
on this analysis, I'm going to die of al-
cohol poisoning during reading week.

– sober student :(

Sleepy Sunday
A day in the mountains
Re-creation

– Goyo

Damn, you two are fi ne
Tom, let me date your sisters
Morals; relative

– notTristan

We are watching you Your Majesty Ad-
miral Sir Dr. Captain Count Lieutenant 
Lord J. Marcus F. IV, of Canada, Chan-
cellor of the Republic of Byzentine. Jr. 
PhD, M.B.A., B.Sc, etc. 
 – Mr.Darcy and company of Pemberley

"Now turn to the next problem. If you 
have three Pepsis and drink one, how
much more refreshed are you? You, 
the redhead." "Pepsi?" "...Partial credit!"

– The Coca-Cola Olympics

When we think a thing, the thing we 
think is not the thing we think we think, 
but only the thing we think we think we 
think. Think about it!

To all the morons who park in lot 10 
and seem to forget how to park prop-
erly as soon as there is snow on the 
ground and the little yellow lines are 
covered up. Learn some common 
sense and some courtesy!  

– Always-Annoyed-By-Morons WRITE TLFS WRITE TLFS WRITE TLFS
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