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news

CORRECTION: The January 28, 2010 edition of the Gauntlet included an article on the cancellation of the Effec-
tive Writing Requirement. Accompanying the article was a picture of the Effective Writing Centre. A “closed” sign had 
been added to the sign outside the offi ce by a Gauntlet photographer, giving the impression that the Effective Writing Cen-
tre no longer provided tutoring services to students. This is NOT the case. The Effective Writing Centre is NOT closed. 
The Gauntlet apologizes for any confusion this created.

Another tough blow for education
The budget news came down 

Tuesday and — surprise! — 
education got fucked. You 

weren’t really surprised though, 
were you? Because this is Alber-
ta, the land of pulling yourself up 
by your bootstraps (or clinging 
to your parents’) to put yourself 
through school. Th e province hits 
hard times and it stops investing 
in education (though at least this 
time there’s an increase in health-
care, something I’ll enjoy much 
more when I’m as geriatric as the 
bulk of the voters who turn out).

Th e damage? A drop in the Ad-
vanced Education and Technology 
budgeted program expenses by 
six per cent, an increase in the 
Education budget (which covers 
K-12 students) by 0.7 per cent, but 
no increase to the amount the gov-
ernment gives to the schools per 
student and a collective shrug to 
questions about how the schools 
will pay for mandated wage in-
creases for teachers tied to Alber-
ta’s average weekly earnings index, 
around three per cent for next year.

By all accounts, the people of 
Alberta should be happy that at 
least through this minor economic 
valley, the government hasn’t gone 
all Ralph Klein cut-happy and 
slashed spending to health and 
education. Regardless of the poo-
pooing by the fi scal conservatives 
in the province, most vocally rep-
resented by the surging Wildrose 
Alliance party, government spend-
ing does some good and we do live 
in Canada, a country that values 

things like government spending 
on healthcare.

Accepting that there are valuable 
things the government does with 
its money, including assisting in-
frastructure-starved cities like Cal-
gary, this short-term up-swing of 
the natural resource revenue yo-yo 
that has eased the potential bud-
getary headaches slightly should 
be looked at with more concern 
than jubilation.

“We see the province’s ongoing 
dependency on nonrenewable re-
source revenues for program op-
erating requirements remaining 
a serious concern,” Geoff  Pradel-
la, vice-president of the Calgary 
Chamber of Commerce, told the 
Calgary Herald in a Feb. 10 article.

Alberta, between 2005 and 2009, 
received on average 32.2 per cent 
of their total revenues from natu-
ral resources according to Statis-
tics Canada data, more than twice 
the percentage of the next highest 
province, Saskatchewan, which av-
eraged 14.4 per cent over the same 
period. In other words, our prov-
ince is relying on commodities, 
which wildly fl uctuate in price. Th e 
result is that when the economic 
dice rolls are coming out against 
us, our valuable programs suff er 
and take heavy cuts that oft en are 
never recovered.

It could be argued that the prov-
ince’s healthcare and post-sec-
ondary education systems never 
fully recovered from the damage 

done during the lean Klein years. 
Th ese cuts are not just short-term 
belt tightening exercises, but have 
long-lasting ramifi cations to the 
capital in these systems.

Th e solution likely lies in adjust-
ing our revenue pie so that a larger 
slice comes from more predictable 
sources, i.e. taxes. Alberta had the 
second lowest average amount of 
revenue collected from all taxes in 
the fi ve-year period from 2005 to 
2009, averaging just 44 per cent. 
Obviously this isn’t a cure-all. On-
tario collects a signifi cant propor-
tion of its revenue from taxes and 
has done its fair share of hack-and-
slash work on its education and 
healthcare systems. But increasing 
reliance on a more stable area of 
the fi nancial portfolio would help 
a lot towards avoiding the crack of 
the economic yo-yo when it nails 
us in the face every time the oil 
markets take a swoon.

Nobody wants to pay taxes, and 
premier Ed Stelmach and his gang 
even said there would be no new 
taxes to help with the defi cit. No 
wonder — if a large amount of taxes 
were implemented by the PCs, they 
would be replaced by the Wildrose 
Alliance faster than you could say 
election. Th ere’s nothing for us to 
do but accept that education is un-
dervalued in this province and that, 
historically, it is always the fi rst to 
the wall when the province inevita-
bly hits hard times.

Jon Roe
Sports Editor
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c a m p u s  q u i p sWhat do you think about China de-listing the University of Calgary?

“Th at doesn’t seem 
fair.”
– Nick Hegeit, 
fourth-year Greek 
and Roman Studies

“Mixed opinions, I 
guess.”
– Colin Yuan, 
third-year business

“I’m not totally 
surprised.”
– Kristen 
Andersen, fi rst-
year political 
science

“I wouldn’t recog-
nize our degrees.”
– Winnie Tang, 
fi rst-year sociology

Interviews: Beverly Osborn, Photographs: Rhiannon Kirkland 

U of C vice-president external re-
lations Colleen Turner emphasized 
the university is still trying to deter-
mine the precise implications of the 
Chinese government’s decision.

“Our understanding of what that 
means is largely around the lines of 
funding for students who 
would choose to come 
and study at a North 
American university, that, 
if you’re not on the ac-
credited list, that would 
have an eff ect on the eli-
gibility for you to receive 
funding as a Chinese na-
tional to come here,” said 
Turner.

Turner added the uni-
versity has strong ties with China, 
which it is seeking to preserve.

“Th ere are two universities with-
in China in particular that we’ve got 
relationships with,” she said. “And 
then there are a lot of individual 
research partnerships [. . .] some 
industry is involved.”

Th e university also receives a sig-
nifi cant number of international 
students from China — 515 from 
mainland China and roughly 60 
from Hong Kong, including some 
enrolled in executive business pro-
grams — and has between 800 and 
1,000 alumni living in the nation.

U of C removed from list of China’s recommended schools

Alberta environment minister Rob Renner on campus

Alberta’s Environment Min-
ister Rob Renner visited 
the University of Calgary 

Feb. 5 as part of his commitment 
to visit students, engineers and 
scientists working on sustainabil-
ity and developing research across 
the province. Th e minister lectured 
in an environmental engineering 
class and participated in the offi  cial 
opening of the Situ Energy Centre’s 
new research facility, located in an 
expansion of the CCIT Building. 
Renner sat down and spoke with 
the Gauntlet on Friday. 

Gauntlet: What is the Alberta 
government’s current stance on 
Carbon Capture and Storage? 

Renner: We’re still clearly com-
mitted to Carbon Capture and Stor-
age. Th e fi nancial commitment that 
we have is ongoing, we have made a 
decision on the projects that should 
proceed. Th e reason why we believe 
that this is the right thing to do for 
Alberta is two-fold.

First of all, because it applies so 
well to the carbon profi le that we 
have in Alberta, we’re somewhat 
unique in North America and cer-
tainly unique in Canada in that we 
have a preponderance of very large 
central point emitters of CO2. Th at 

gives us the opportunity that a lot 
of other jurisdictions don’t have to 
apply technology like CCS because 
it’s pretty much impossible to use 
CCS to capture tailpipe emissions 
out of [the] transportation fl eet, for 
example.

Secondly, because we see this as an 
opportunity for us to commercialize, 
scale up this technology and share 
that information with other jurisdic-
tions, [the] developing world among 
them. If we can work here in Alberta 
to prevent carbon capture and clean 
coal technology, think what a tre-
mendous impact that would have in 
places outside of Alberta. 

Gauntlet: Some people say the 

$2 billion is not enough that the 
government has put forth. Com-
ment? 

Renner: Clearly, there is always 
an opportunity for more dollars to 
go into these programs. But let’s 
not forget the $2 billion dollars 
that the provincial government has 
put into this, has been supplement-
ed by federal dollars, and more im-
portantly substantial investment 
from the private sector as well. So, 
we’re not talking about a $2 billion 
commitment, we’re probably see-
ing through leveraging of one form 
or another, about six or seven bil-
lion dollars. Clearly, it needs to be 
a lot more than that, but you have 

to start somewhere. Somebody has 
to get the ball rolling and we be-
lieve that as a responsible energy 
supplier, it’s incumbent upon us to 
get the initiative underway, to get 
things going. 

Gauntlet: How real a possibility 
is it for Alberta to become a nuclear 
province in 10 or 20 years? 

Renner: I don’t know, I can’t 
answer that. Th e government of 
Alberta has clearly stated that we 
will not invest public dollars into 
nuclear power. If the private sector 
wants to promote a nuclear [op-
tion]… 

see Enviro. minister talks 
about power alts., page 9 

Trevor Bacque
Gauntlet News

Cam Cotton-O’Brien
Editor-in-Chief

Though offi  cial word is hard 
to come by, the Chinese gov-
ernment’s recent removal of 

the University of Calgary from its 
list of approved schools was likely 
caused by the Dalai Lama’s visit and 
reception of an honorary degree.

Danna Hou, council in charge of 
news, press and cultural aff airs for 
the Chinese consulate in Calgary, 
indicated that previous newspaper 
reports on the issue had accurately 
identifi ed the cause — the univer-
sity’s interactions with the Dalai 
Lama.

Th e sanction, however, will not 
aff ect the legitimacy of U of C de-
grees in China, said Hou. She fur-
ther explained the institution’s 
removal from the list of recom-
mended schools would primarily 
restrict the manner in which Chi-
nese students’ will be able to apply 
to the U of C. Previously, Chinese 
students could apply to the U of C 
through the Chinese Service Cen-
tre for Scholarly Exchange, which 
she explained essentially acts as a 
liaison between Chinese students 
and foreign universities. Chinese 
students will remain able to apply 
directly to the U of C.

Maureen Hiebert, assistant pro-
fessor in the Law and Society pro-
gram, noted that China’s reaction to 
the Dalai Lama’s visit is no surprise.

“Th e Chinese government has 
been critical of the Canadian gov-
ernment for interacting with the 

Dalai Lama and just last week when 
it was announced that president 
Obama will be meeting with the 
Dalai Lama, the Chinese govern-
ment said that there could be very 
serious consequences, with lan-
guage to that eff ect,” said Hiebert.

Hiebert explained there were 
likely two main causes for the 
Chinese government’s decision. 
The first being a simple sover-
eignty issue: China views Tibet as 
part of its territory and the Dalai 
Lama as a secessionist leader try-
ing to take control of part of the 
country away from China. 

“Th ey’re trying to maintain their 
territorial integrity by trying to 
deligitamize and also reduce the ef-
fectiveness of his Holiness as some-
body who works internationally to 
uphold the rights of Tibet’s people.”

Th e second issue centres on an 

issue uncommon to typical western 
values: the concept of saving face. 

Hiebert noted that face was an 
important political consideration 
in many eastern countries, includ-
ing China. Historical events in that 
country — in the late 19th century, 
signifi cant areas of South China 
were under the infl uence of western 
powers — led to a heavy burden of 
historical embarrassment that in-
fl uences contemporary political in-
teractions, such as with the U of C. 

“Th is is, in their view, a huge in-
sult and it really is something that 
causes them to lose face, and so 

by making these kinds of indirect 
threats, but maybe not necessar-
ily tying it to the visit itself — this 
is their way of trying to gain back 
face,” said Hiebert. 

Th e U of C awarded an honorary 
degree despite the likely reaction of 
the Chinese government and with-
out intending to dishonour it. 

“I would underline that we knew 
at the time that he’s a controversial 
fi gure. We see that, though, as [. . .] 
an integral role of the university, to 
invite in diff erent fi gures from all 
across the spectrum because this 
is supposed to be a place of debate 
and dialogue and discussion,” said 
Turner. “It doesn’t mean that we’re 
taking a particular side or passing 
judgement, it means we see our role 
as being one to stimulate debate.”

Turner noted that the university 
brings in a number of controver-
sial fi gures, from many diff erent 
political points, and maintained 
the university’s responsibility as 
an inquiring institution to do pre-
cisely that.

“Should we shy away from some-
thing because it might be con-
troversial? Th at to me would go 
against some of the foundations 
and some of the fundamentals of a 
university and what makes a uni-
versity.”

“Should we shy away from something because 
it might be controversial? That to me would go 
against some of the foundations and some of the 
fundamentals of a university and what makes a 
university. 

 — Colleen Turner, VP external relations
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Richard Lam 
Gauntlet News

Six years of conversations be-
tween former student Marco 
Barile and University of Cal-

gary professor Ron Glasberg have 
been compiled and edited for a new 
audio series in the Communication 
and Culture department.

Recorded in Glasberg’s office, 
Conversations with the Captain 
tracks Barile’s journey through 
his undergraduate degree and 
master’s thesis, capturing his 
self-doubts, fears, excitement and 
gradual maturity and personal 
growth.

“I started taking his [General 
Studies] 300 class, I just liked it 
so much that I started going up 
to his offi  ce, and had a recorder
 . . . and said ‘lets talk about the class
today,’ ” said Barile.

“I didn’t think much of it . . . Mar-
co always had this sense of making 
a record of things,” said Glasberg. “I 
just would get lost in [the conversa-
tions], I would fi nd them interest-
ing.”

Each week, a number of stream-
lined 5–15 minute MP3 fi les will 
be released, relating to topics from 
lectures or personal issues the two 
were going through.

To date there have been far-rang-

ing discussions on why most people 
never grow up, the extremes of hu-
manity in the Taliban versus Play-
boy and the invisible infl uences of 
social structures and bureaucracies.

Barile recalled listening to the 
conversations at home and sharing 
them with his friends. 

“[They would say], ‘This is 
excellent work. He’s touched on 
aspects that so many people in 
society can relate to. And he’s re-
lating it to history . . . he’s mak-
ing it funny and you can tell he’s 
animated.’ ”

Th e hours of recordings with 
their broad subject matter was com-
piled and edited over the course of a 
year at the suggestion of Glasberg’s 
sister, Rhoda.

“If it weren’t for her, this whole 
thing wouldn’t have even hap-
pened,” said Glasberg. “She did with 
a sense that it had to be coherent or 
else nobody would listen to it.”

Glasberg feels the conversations 
can reveal to students the opportu-
nities the university environment 
off ers. Students are not seeking out 
their professors enough, and people 
today no longer have time for con-
versations, said Glasberg.

“It’s part of what I think university 
should be about. Having good con-
versations in which students bring 
forward issues pertaining to the 

most important things in their lives.”
“Enough people go through the 

university and if they have had the 
experiences I am talking about, 
then they can make a diff erence 
later on when they rise to power,” 
added Glasberg. “Th ey won’t forget 
the value of what they had.”

Barile has drawn comparisons 
to characters in the fi lms Dead Po-
ets Society and Th e Shawshank Re-
demption to illustrate the sense of 
mentorship, close friendship and 

deep mutual respect the two share. 
Barile believes these conver-

sations have affected Glasberg 
as much as they have affected 
him.

“I know it’s changed him, be-
cause he’s told me. He said, ‘It’s 
changed me, and I thank you for 
it because you’ve pushed me plac-
es where I actually don’t want to 
go.’ And I said, ‘well, only a good 
teacher would do that to another 
good teacher.’ ”

Taken from Walt Whitman’s poem 
“Oh Captain! My Captain!”, Conver-
sations with the Captain will run for 
the duration of the winter semester, 

possibly continuing if it catches on.
“I hope [listeners will] be en-

gaged, I hope they’ll think deeply 
about the issues that Marco and I 
have talked about, and I hope that 
they’ll have their own good conver-
sations,” said Glasberg.

“Literally to extend the space of 
good conversation in the world, 
that’s what I hope it will do,” said 
Glasberg. “Th e world is created 
by the conversations we have. Th e 
more good ones we have, the better 
the world is.”

Student’s education documented in audio

Art history B.A. may return in fall
Sarelle Azuelos
Features Editor

Amid a growing number of cam-
pus cutbacks, the future of the Art 
History program is looking better 
than might be expected. 

While art history courses are still 
being off ered, no new students have 
been admitted to the BA program 
for over a year. Th e program — 
which was suspended pending a list 
of recommendations from outside 
reviewers — could be up and run-
ning again by September. 

Th e review process is almost 
complete and will need to be ap-
proved by the department head, a 
faculty committee review and the 
faculty council before any changes 
are implemented. 

“Th e program is in the hands of 
the art department right now and 
they have been working to deal with 
the outcome of the review that took 
place,” said Faculty of Fine Arts 
dean Ann Calvert. “I think their 

fi ndings are almost ready to go to a 
department review.”

Students’ Union vice-presi-
dent operations and finance Joey 
Brocke, a fine arts student, said 
the SU is working with depart-
ment head Jean-René Leblanc to 
ensure students have a say in the 
changes. 

Leblanc had invited the president 
of the visual studies undergraduate 
society to participate, but “whether 
it was bad communication or he 
was not available, he did not attend 
the meetings of the review.”

Brocke explained the review was 
delayed by the resignation of the 
former art department head, who 
had initiated the process. 

Calvert added that outside re-
views, also known as desk reviews 
because they are based solely on 
provided documents, are not un-
common in academic circles. 

According to an Academic Pro-
gram Committee agenda, some of 
the suggestions made include of-

fering more alternatives outside the 
art department and lowering the 
number of required senior courses 
to two. Other changes call for an 
increase in the number of students 
per senior course and hiring a new 
professor in contemporary art his-
tory. 

Faculty council is meeting for the 
last time in March, aft er which the 
newly amalgamated arts faculty will 
be in session. 

“It may not be ready by then, af-
ter that it would go to the new fac-
ulty council,” said Calvert. “It won’t 
aff ect the decision, I don’t think, 
because if the proposal is sound 
people will support it, whichever 
faculty it’s being presented to.”

As an art student, Brocke did not 
notice any immediate eff ects. 

“It’s eff ects are more long term. 
Will we see a bigger variety of 
classes? Will we see a smaller va-
riety of classes? As of last year, and 
continuing on at the moment, it’s 
just kind of business as usual.”

Chris Pedersen/the Gauntlet

Students can vist the University of Calgary website to listen to Conversations with the Captain.

Audio series tracks conversations with instructor Ron Glasberg, student, over years

Conversations with the Captain can be found at 
ucalgary.ca/conversationswiththecaptain/



6   F E B R U A R Y  1 1 . 1 0  G A U N T L E T  N E W S

Open studies student wants representation for faculty

Th e University of Calgary has an 
Open Studies option but no rep-
resentation, something that has to 
change, according to one of their 
own.

Matt McMillan, an Open Studies 
student focused on joining the Polit-
ical Science department, is lobbying 
to get a position for a representative 
installed so students can rest assured 
that they will be looked aft er.

Th e idea came to the former 
U of C music student when he un-
successfully ran for Operations and 
Finance Commissioner in last Oc-
tober’s Students’ Union by-election.

McMillan took his grievances 

to the Student Legislative Coun-
cil where he was instructed to go 
to his music faculty representa-
tive, a position that was then va-
cant. 

McMillan decided to propose a 
new faculty representative be cre-
ated for Open Studies.

“All students should be refl ected 
equally,” he said. “Why should we 
push for silence on this issue as op-
posed to solving it?”

While the idea of equal represen-
tation is well and good on campus, 
there are some snags to this yet-to-
be-created position.

“In order to be a rep for a fac-
ulty, one must be a student for a 
year, in eff ect, not an Open Studies 
student,” said Joey Brocke, SU vice-

president operations and fi nance, 
noting that open studies students 
can only take 10 courses while re-
maining such. So, an Open Studies  
student could only be a faculty rep-
resentative if they dropped down 
to part-time status at some point. 

“Th ere’s a further question, which 
is how many people would still be 
in Open Studies and therefore eli-
gible,” said Brocke.

“We would have to make a pret-
ty big exception,” he said, adding 
it is difficult to simply create a po-
sition.

“To gain eligibility for becoming 
a faculty rep one would simultane-
ously lose Open Studies student 
status and have to join a faculty or 
leave the institution,” said Brocke.

Th e VP op-fi  thinks that some sort 
of representation for Open Studies’ 
students is a welcome idea, but said 
that it would not come about in the 
traditional way current faculty reps 
act at the university and suggested 
McMillan set up a club.

Another inherent problem is that 
oft en times Open Studies  students 
are not physically present on cam-
pus, they feel disconnected to the 
institution, something McMillan 
wants to change.

“It needs to be rectifi ed,” said Mc-
Millan.

Th e analogy McMillan used to 
describe the process of having a 
new rep is that of a car race.

“Right now we have all the pieces 
lined up, before no one was at the track.”

Nicole Dionne
Gauntlet News

In a vibrant metropolis like Cal-
gary there are more than a few 
ideas worth spreading, and a 

local conference with international 
roots is planning to make exactly 
that happen. TED, a non-profi t orga-
nization which started as a confer-
ence bringing visionaries from the 
fi elds of technology, entertainment 
and design, is helping communi-
ties organize their own indepen-
dent conferences. Calgary will host 
TEDxYYC February 26, 2010.

“We love the TED program and 
we think that bringing it to Cal-
gary would be a good idea,” said 
Alex Middleton, a co-chair of the 

event’s organizing committee.
While TED is helping to foster 

the same atmosphere as its larger 
ventures in its local talks, they 
have put some restrictions on the 
TEDx events. Th irty per cent of the 
presentations have to come from 
already existing talks available on 
TED’s website and local events are 
capped at 100 attendees for all fi rst 
events. While the TEDxYYC organiz-
ers are abiding by the mandates, 
their vision is anything but small 
— the theme for Calgary’s fi rst TED 
foray is “Great Minds.”

“If you look at the other TEDx 
events around the world, if you 
look at the actual big TED events, 
they have a sort of a narrower 
theme,” said Middleton.

He said that event organizers want-
ed Calgary’s focus to be broad so no-
body’s ideas would be overlooked.

Currently six speakers have been 
announced, with more listed on 
TEDxYYC’s website weekly. Th e Uni-
versity of Calgary’s own Dr. Gar-
nette Sutherland from the Depart-
ment of Clinical Neurosciences and 
John Manzo, an associate professor 
of Sociology, will present alongside 
Ben Cameron, program director for 
Arts at the Doris Duke Charitable 
Foundation in New York City, Rick 
Castiglione, a journalist, fi lm maker, 
teacher and philanthropist, Jennifer 
Martin, president and CEO of the 
Telus World of Science and Chris 
Turner, author of Th e Geography of 
Hope and Planet Simpson. 

Th e event has not been without 
criticism. TED has been accused of 
elitism due to the expensive ticket 
prices and long application pro-
cess which emphasizes personal 
achievements. With a limit to the 
number of people who can attend 
the event, though, the long applica-
tion process is necessary.

Middleton noted that the online 
application’s length means only 
people with genuine interest will 
complete the form.

Th e decision on who will be able 
to attend will not be made lightly 
and, as with all TED related events, a 
mix of attendees from diverse back-
grounds is the goal.

“Picking 100 people is going to 
be very diffi  cult,” said Middleton. 

“We’re a real mix of people, indus-
tries and backgrounds, so I guess it’s 
as democratic as it possibly can be.”

Despite the capped number of 
attendees, the entire event will be 
streamed live on TEDxYYC’s web-
site and organizers hope to have a 
screen in MacEwan Student Cen-
tre broadcasting the presentations. 
Community Natural Foods has do-
nated 10 tickets to be distributed to 
post secondary students who apply 
on the TEDxYYC site.

“We were very excited when 
Community Natural Foods agreed 
to do this for us because, you know, 
without being cheesy, hopefully 
these students will stay in the city 
and do great things and make this 
city a better place,” said Middleton.

International conference comes to Calgary

Chris Pedersen/the Gauntlet

VP operations and fi nance Brocke. 

Trevor Bacque
Gauntlet News
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Canada tracks the Northwest Passage
Colin Minor
Gauntlet News

This summer military scien-
tists from Defense Research 
and Development Canada 

are establishing a comprehensive 
maritime monitoring system off  
Devon Island to better understand 
who is using the progressively melt-
ing Northwest Passage.

Th e principal reason for monitor-
ing the traffi  c in the Northwest Pas-
sage is environmental protection, 
said Robert Huebert, Associate Di-
rector of the Centre for Military and 
Strategic Studies at the University of 
Calgary.

“We need to be able to know who 
is up there, and we need to be able 
to respond when we, in fact, fi nd 
someone up there is doing some-
thing we don’t want,” said Hubert.

Located in the Gascoyne Inlet 
on Devon Island, project Northern 
Watch includes underwater sensors, 
radar interception and infrared and 
laser imagers automatically send-
ing information to satellites. Th e 
system will be able to detect traffi  c 
travelling below, on and above the 
brisk northern waters.

“Where a lot of the concerns over 
the waterways of the Arctic are the 
highest is over what type of require-
ments you have for shipping and 
ship safety, it all comes really down 
to the environment,” said Hubert.  

On top of environmental con-
cerns, there are outstanding issues 
of border disputes, resource claims 
and Canadian security.  

“We have complete control of the 
resources for 200 nautical miles [off  
our coasts] except when we have 
boundary disputes, and we have 
a fairly substantial one with the 
Americans,” said Hubert. 

Canada and the United States are 
in disagreement over an energy rich 
“wedge” of the Beaufort Sea, north 
of the Yukon.  Canada believes that 
the maritime border should be an 
extension of the Alaska-Yukon bor-
der, while the Americans maintain 
that the border should extend per-
pendicularly from the coast, creat-
ing the disputed “wedge” area.  

According to Defence Research 
and Development Canada the 
project will signifi cantly increase 
Canadian presence in the region, 
with the aim of improving Arctic 
Command, Control, Computers, 
Communications, Intelligence, 
Surveillance and Reconnaissance.  
Northern Watch will also boost Ca-
nadian search and rescue capabili-
ties in the passage.   

“Where Canada’s been hurting 
the most is in terms of its surveil-
lance and enforcement capability,” 
said Hubert. “Th e issue of whether 
or not we have sovereign control 
of the Northwest Passage really 
comes down to an issue of who 

gets to control shipping.”
Nations and corporations are not 

the only groups using the passage.  
Recreational sailors are becoming 
more common in the region. In 
2007, a Norwegian boat with ties to 
organized crime was caught in Ca-
nadian waters aft er failing to prop-
erly disclose all of their actions to 
Canadian authorities.  

Th ough the Arctic region has by and 
large been  peaceful, security is still a 
major concern for policy makers. 

“Th e last issue, of course, is in 

terms of ultimately security,” said 
Hubert. “Th ere is redevelopment of 
military capacities in the north, and 
we need to know what any of our arc-
tic neighbours, or anyone else for that 
matter, are doing in the arctic region.” 

Samsung Heavy Industries 
has developed revolutionary “ice 
breaking” ships for use in frozen 
waters. Th e ships feature a propel-
ler that can rotate 360 degrees, al-
lowing the ship to move backwards 
through formidable sections of ice 
when needed. As the stern of the 

ship does most of the ice break-
ing, the bow is designed for speed 
in clearer waters, making the ships 
more fuel effi  cient than conven-
tional ice breakers.  

“Even if climate change wasn’t 
occurring, new technological de-
velopments would probably facili-
tate an intrigue and interest in the 
arctic,” said Hubert. “So even if it 
wasn’t melting we would still be see-
ing these new technologies that are 
allowing people to conduct ship-
ping in and out of arctic waters.”

Courtesy DVIDSHUB

Canada hopes to increase its presence in the Arctic to monitor who is using the Northwest passage.
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Controversy arises over anti-racist group’s posters
NUTV News

An aggressive postering 
campaign by members of 
Anti-Racist Action Cal-

gary garnered a lot of attention 
the first day of Winter classes. 
Though the original posters 
themselves lasted a mere day, 
their daring approach and con-
troversial content was enough to 
leave a strong impression on any-
one paying attention. 

On January 11th, students 
returning from their Holiday 
break were greeted by post-
ers announcing in bold letters 
that a person had gone miss-
ing. But as the poster’s con-
tents revealed, the specific per-
son — a female — had not gone 
missing in the normal sense of 
the word. Instead, the poster 
claimed that the person identi-
fied was not only a student at the 
U of C but also actively involved 
with extreme right-wing politics 
extolling white supremacy. 

Shown in a photograph giving 
the approximation of a fascist sa-
lute alongside an outspoken Neo 
Nazi white supremacist and Ary-

an Guard founding member, the 
poster briefly described the stu-
dent and invited others to engage 
her.

“If you see her she should be ap-
proached with disdain, mocking 
laughter and much finger point-
ing,” said the poster. “Feel free to 
express your own viewpoints on 
racism on her, as she is here to 
learn.”

Anti-Racist Action spokesper-
son Jason Devine said the prima-
ry focus of the campaign was to 
serve as a warning to U of C stu-
dents and the public in general of 
the presence of someone involved 
in what many consider a violent 
racist gang.

“We really believe that anybody 
who has one of these individu-
als living around them, or going 
to school with them, or going to 
work, would be very interested 
in finding out,” Devine said. “We 
don’t think that people who deny 
the Holocaust, who think that 
Adolf Hitler is cool, [who are] in 
essence racist white supremacists, 
should get a free ride. We don’t 
think that they should be able to 
spew their hatred on the inter-

net, through leaflets or flyers, and 
yet walk around incognito as if 
they’re a regular or average per-
son. I think these people should 
be unmasked and shown for what 
they are.” 

An unaffiliated student report-
edly suffered as a result of the 
campaign. 

“We are not out there to cause 
trouble for people who are clearly 
innocent, who are not racist,” said 

Devine. “The posters got cleared 
down and we decided that we 
were gonna continue postering, 
but that we’d reconfigure the post-
ers so that nobody who’s clearly 
not a target of the poster would be 
targeted.” 

The revised posters contained 
more information regarding the 
reported racist nature of the tar-
geted individual by highlighting 
some crucial racist remarks that 
the subject had allegedly made 
online. As well, the issue was re-
framed as a “Public Service An-
nouncement.”

Though observers have noted 
that the campaign has a lot in 
common with “outing,” the high-
ly invasive and controversial act 
of exposing someone living dis-
parate private and public sexual 
identities, assistant professor of 
German Michael Taylor is hesi-
tant to draw parallels between the 
two. 

“I think there’s a question, 
there’s a gray area, about whether 
those are public remarks or wheth-
er those are private remarks,” said 
Taylor. “Whether she’s speaking 
there openly, or under an alias: I 
think those are complicated ques-
tions. I don’t think that this is a 
clear cut case of somebody having 
a right to private behaviour that’s 
being violated by being outed.” 

Invasion of privacy or not, Pro-
fessor of New Media and U of C 
Communication Division Head, 
Maria Bakardjieva, questions the 
information presented by the 
posters. 

“The [party] making the alle-
gations is no recognized author-
ity to me,” Bakardjieva said. “The 
first question that I would ask . . . 
is whether this is correct, whether 
there is truth in these allegations. 
I’m afraid I don’t see an easy way 
to prove any of them immediately 
by just looking at these [posters].” 

Anti-Racist Action Calgary, 
however, is confident in the infor-
mation’s accuracy. 

“The fact of the matter is, the 
white power movement is noto-
riously full of informers,” said 
Devine. “There’s lots of people 
who are very beautiful human 
beings, who are not racist in the 
least, but will pose as racist to 
gather information on these peo-
ple.” 

Public reaction to the posters 
has thus far been mixed, running 
the gamut from outright condem-
nation to praise and thanks. 

“To us, those [notes] are worth 
far more than mountains of 
threats of violence against us,” 
quipped Devine. 

Daniel Pagan/the Gauntlet

The group Anti-Racist Action Calgary has drawn attention with a poster campaign on campus.

NUTV’s coverage of this story will air February 13.
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Social work tool may help prevent homelessness

Is it possible to predict home-
lessness before it happens? 
Research at the University of 

Calgary’s faculty of social work has 
developed a tool that may greatly 
help populations at risk of becom-
ing homeless.

Developed by a team led by 
U of C researcher Leslie Tutty, the 
Homeless Asset and Risk Tool is 
currently seeking the funding nec-
essary to pilot and validate its use 
in Calgary for 2010.

“It could be used to actually 
identify some of those people who 
are at most risk of becoming abso-
lutely homeless,” said Tutty. 

“Th e idea of the screening tool is 
[that] it’s pretty fast and simple, so 
you should be able to score it pretty 
quickly and then say to somebody 
. . . ‘You’re scoring high in the group 
that suggests you might become 
homeless.’ ”

Th e questions and criteria for the 
tool were draft ed from a compre-
hensive literature review of home-
lessness. Th e study found that while 
there was a great deal of content on 
the homeless, little of it dealt with 
who they were.

Looking at factors such as social 
competence, medical history and 
life transition points, HART predicts 
what typical assumptions may miss. 
Tutty cited seniors as an example of 
a surprising homeless demographic.

“Part of the reason I really liked 
the project is that it is so easy to 
stereotype individuals who be-
come homeless,” said Tutty. “[But] 
it’s a very small proportion of 
those people who do end up on the 
streets.”

Even if the tool does work, there 
needs to be follow up.

“I think our research is go-
ing to help identify more people 
who ultimately need programs, 
and maybe different programs [as 
well], so it’s kind of a progression,” 
said Tutty.

HART has already drawn interest 
from other cities and academics. Th e 
tool is currently adapted for factors 
to predict homelessness specifi cally 
in Calgary, but, once validated, can 

be adapted to other cities.
“Th e idea will be transferable, 

and certainly the core research,” 
said Tutty. “But in terms of mak-
ing the tool fi t [other cities], I think 
people will have to do a little bit of 
work with it. But certainly people 
are saying that it sounds like a good 
idea.”

If the maximum funding re-
quest for the HART pilot is ap-
proved, the evaluation period will 
run for 14 months, analyzing ap-
proximately 800 Calgarians who 
have homes. 

Tutty hopes following the high-
and low-risk scorers over time will 
validate the research.

“People go in and out of home-
lessness, and you have to catch 

them in the wave. And it’s hard to 
say that it would pick up people that 
are going to be homeless within a 
year,” said Tutty.

However, if the maximum 
funding request falls flat, Tutty’s 
research team may have to nar-
row their scope, looking at either 
fewer subjects or a shorter time 
period. But even this could bring 
useful information regarding val-
idation.

“So whether we do it smaller 
or larger . . . I think ultimately it 
could be really helpful,” said Tutty. 
“It’s quite a theoretical area, but I 
think what keeps the team inter-
ested in this whole idea is that [the 
agencies] could ultimately make a 
difference in their lives.”

we won’t oppose it, but at the 
same time when the appropriate 
applications come forward for areas 
that are under provincial jurisdic-
tion, and water’s one of the primary 
ones, we’ll apply a full and rigorous 
regulatory process to those applica-
tions. 

One is that we’re in the process 
of developing a new regulatory 
framework . . . where we can be 
more outcome focused, concen-
trate a lot more on results and how 
we protect the environment from 
the point of view of outcomes 
rather than inputs. As we see ad-
ditional new development coming 
on stream, the way we have always 

done it in the past is not likely to 
be as effective because we need 
to consider what is the environ-
mental footprint of one individual 
activity, but it has to be combined 
with everything else that is going 
on and consider the cumulative 
effects. 

Gauntlet: Is that to say that 
the means are not important 
if you achieve your desired re-
sults? 

Renner: I think it’s a little bit of 
both. We need to understand how 
we’re achieving those outcomes 
in order to determine what those 
outcomes are going to be. You 
have to understand where various 

emissions are coming from, what 
the technology is being employed 
that’s producing the emissions, 
and know far enough in advance 
when you are beginning to ap-
proach any kind of threshold, so 
that you can start to direct change 
at the baseline. You can’t wait un-

til it’s too late. You can’t wake up 
one morning and say we should 
have done something yesterday 
because the time frames involved 
in these things are very long. We 
have to have enough understand-
ing on what is the desired out-
come and what are the inputs that 

will lead to that outcome so that 
we know five, 10 years in advance. 
When we are starting to approach 
thresholds . . . we can take action 
before we have a problem so we’re 
not fixing a problem after the fact. 
We’re ensuring that the problem 
never results in the fi rst place.

Environment minister Rob Renner talks alternative power, cont’d from pg. 4

Richard Lam
Gauntlet News
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Rhiannon Kirkland 
Gauntlet News

Researchers at the University 
of Calgary have discovered 
a ground breaking new way 

to produce insulin from plants, a 
process they hope will make insu-
lin more aff ordable for diabetics. 

Dr. Maurice Moloney from the 
department of Biological Sciences 
has been leading the research. He 
has collaborated with Dr. Morley 
Hollenberg from the faculty of 
Medicine. 

Currently insulin costs about 
$800 a gram in the western world. 
Th e cost of producing insulin with 
bacteria is about $65 to $75 a gram. 
Th e rest of the cost comes from 
production, bottling and safety 

standards. Th e plant-based insulin 
should bring the production cost 
down to $30 a gram, but the other 
costs will still be there, said Mo-
loney. 

“It’s expensive to make because, 
fi rst of all, insulin is not a very 
simple molecule, it does have some 
specialized folding and shapes as-
sociated with it which can only be 
achieved using specialized tech-
nology,” said Moloney, who further 
noted that insulin is currently pro-
duced in large quantities using the 
bacteria E. coli.

“The bacteria E. coli, which has 
normally got a bad reputation for 
other types of illness, is used as 
the standard production organ-
ism for a lot of protein pharma-
ceuticals,” said Moloney. 

“Seeds are very good at storing 
proteins and so they actually store 
quite a lot of insulin,” said Mo-
loney. “Th e other side of it is, the 
technology we’ve developed . . . 
enables us to get the plants to do 
part of the purifi cation work . . . so 
you can purify it a lot more inex-
pensively.”

By changing the genes of the saf-
fl ower plant Moloney and his team 
are able to make the oil-producing 
seeds produce insulin.

“Th e reason we’ve chosen it is 
that although it is a major oil seed 
in Asia, in North America there’s 
only about 100,000 hectares of 
saffl  ower grown and, as a result, 
we can biologically isolate insulin 
containing saffl  ower from all of the 
food grade saffl  ower that is pro-
duced,” said Moloney. 

“It’s interesting because you 
might think you would be looking 
at millions of acres of this stuff . Th e 
fact is you could grow the current 
world supply of insulin on roughly 
15,000 acres. Fift een thousand 
acres is basically, in prairie terms, 
three farms.” 

Moloney said he found a way to 
attach the proteins to structures 
called oil bodies, which are where 
plants store vegetable-oil in all oil 
seeds. 

By having the insulin protein in 
the oil body the extraction process 
is simplifi ed. Th e oil body fl oats 
on water making it easy to simply 
skim the insulin off  the top of the 
solution, said Dr. Hollenberg.

“What Dr. Moloney realized is 
that you can trick the plant’s gene 
into extending the oil body protein 
so that the water soluble part could 
make the structure of insulin or 
any other protein that you want it 
to make,” said Dr. Hollenberg. 

Dr. Hollenberg helped test how 
the new insulin worked at the re-
ceptor level. According to Hollen-
berg, lab tests determined that it 
performed exactly like other insu-
lin. 

Th e fi rst stage of offi  cial test-
ing the insulin went through was 
chemical and biochemical based. 
Th e second stage was testing on 

animals to ensure that the insulin 
works and doesn’t have any serious 
side eff ects said Moloney. 

“Th ey [the FDA] accepted our 
data as being indicative that we 
had the real product and so then 
we went into human clinical trials,” 
said Moloney. “We were able to 
demonstrate that the plant-derived 
insulin is bioequivalent to the 
North American standard of care 
for treating diabetes right now.” 

Moloney stated that the tech-
nology resulted in the creation of 
a new company called SemBioSys, 
which has continued to test and 
research the insulin.

U of C researchers design cheaper insulin

Group wants Calgary taxi policy reviewed
Daniel Pagan
Gauntlet News

A flawed twenty-five year-old 
taxi supply/demand ratio may be 
the reason for long taxi waits in 
downtown Calgary. In the first 
of its public education seminars 
held last week, Voters For Taxis 
poked holes in the cab industry’s 
argument for the current regula-
tions. The group reviewed his-
torical data of the number of taxis 
and noted the ratio of 1:900, used 
by the local companies, was cal-
culated incorrectly. 

Voters for Taxis head Sandy 
Jenkins further explained that 
all such calculations, even when 
properly conducted, are illegiti-
mate.

“They like the Calgary number 

because it suits their purposes, 
by preserving the value of their 
licences,” said Jenkins. “The re-
ality is, there is no number that 
guarantees good cab service 
given our current taxi business 
model.”

 Jenkins explained that the city 
should consider different options, 
such as new performance stan-
dards and more efficient regula-
tions. 

The Calgary city council direct-
ed the Taxi Limousine Advisory 
Committee to look at possibilities 
such as establishing a new formu-
la based on a per capita indicator, 
for ruling on new licences. 

“Voters for Taxis would like to 
see a review of wait times for taxi 
pick ups and wait times for calls 
to be answered,” said Jenkins. 

“We would also like to see an ac-
counting of how many cabs are on 
the road late at night.”

Jenkins explained the Vot-
ers for Taxis members have at-
tended all the TLAC monthly 
meetings since last October to 
ensure more public input on 
the issue. He said the group was 
started by concerned citizens 
well-versed with taxi regula-
tions and wanting to resolve the 
taxi shortage. 

“This issue is tough slogging, 
but we are making some prog-
ress,” said Jenkins. “City Council 
has directed TLAC to research taxi 
supply and demand and report to 
them in June.”

Voters for Taxis members are plan-
ning on making the taxi shortage an 
election issue in October 2010.

File photo/the Gauntlet

A U of C developed plant-based insulin reduces production costs.
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Students’ Union exam bank project slow going

Students’ Union vp academic 
Meg Martin is looking to clubs 
and professors to improve the 

SU’s online exam bank, which is 
slated to roll out at the end of this 
semester. Unfortunately for Martin, 
the project is encountering consid-
erable resistance. 

“It’s not going particularly well,” 
said Martin. 

Over the summer Martin ap-
proached all the diff erent clubs with 
a proposal to acquire their recent 
exams, but they voted in a block to 
not give any exams to the SU for its 
exam bank. 

Martin said that part of the clubs’ 
reluctance to turn over exams is due 
to the fact that exams provide sig-
nifi cant revenue for them.

Sarah Muir, vp academic of the 
Political Science Students’ Society, 
explained that the club needs the 
exams to generate new membership 
and provide the club with revenue. 

“If you take away exams from 
clubs you take away incentive and 
a major reason to become a club 
member,” said Muir. “As a club, 
memberships are a signifi cant 
source of revenue. If you take away 
the incentive, you take away rea-
sons for membership which has a 
direct impact on revenue.”

Martin has been receptive to 
these potential losses and devel-
oped a two-pronged approach. 

“We will provide $10 for exams 
under fi ve pages and $15 over fi ve 
pages,” said Martin, who noted that 
this funding is capped at $500. “On 
top of that, if the clubs can prove 
fi nancial damages resulting from 
the exam bank in the form of di-
minished membership or loss of 
exam sales, we will reimburse them 
for that loss for three years, at an 
amount not to exceed $1,000 per 
year.”

Martin said that she felt there is 
no way that clubs could possibly 
lose any money from buying into 
the exam bank.

“Being compensated is a good 
thing,” said Muir. “However, one-

time compensation harms future 
memberships.” 

Muir added that getting the em-
pirical evidence for long term de-
clines in membership would be dif-
fi cult.

 “It’s very much a short term 
policy and it doesn’t consider long 
term fi nancial repercussions,” said 
Muir. 

Martin noted that another obsta-
cle to creating the exam bank, for 
both the SU and clubs, is that many 
professors, particularly in the Social 
Sciences, are not willing to give out 
old exams.

“Largely it’s an unwillingness to 
develop new exams,” said Martin. 
“Some of them feel that an exam 
bank is a mechanism with which 
a student can avoid thinking criti-
cally and they feel that it encour-
ages studying to the test, which I 
disagree with.”

Martin articulated her belief that 
the exam bank is an important tool, 
which, when accessed, indicates 
student willingness to prepare in 
advance. 

“It’s really unfortunate because I 
personally, truly, do not believe that 
any student club should be able to 
get a hold of exams . . . have a mo-
nopoly . . . and charge unreason-
able prices for materials that should 
be available to every student,” said 
Martin.

Martin has suggested that clubs 
could be creative and design things 
like study sessions or provide an-
swer keys and tutoring to quell con-
cerns over revenue declines affi  li-
ated with memberships. 

Nevertheless, the exam bank will 
roll forward with or without the 
participation of clubs and instruc-
tors and Martin said that students 
can expect to see what exams the SU 
does have in the form of an exam 
bank by fi nals. 

Martin, though, still sees the 
project meeting substantial prob-
lems that could eventually see the 
exam bank’s demise. 

“I have made the recommenda-
tion that if in three years the exam 
bank is stagnating the project 
should be terminated,” said Martin. 

the Gauntlet fi le photo

VP academic Meg Martin hopes to provide U of C students with an online bank of study exams.

Emily Ask & Noah Miller
Gauntlet News
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Aft er a short struggle with 
cancer, Jenny Vincent, PhD 
student in Sport Technol-

ogy and coach of the Dinos varsity 
women’s rugby team, passed away 
Jan. 24 at the age of 41.

To many, Jenny Vincent was an 
inspirational and incredibly posi-
tive person. A memorial service 
attended by many former players, 
friends and family, made Vincent’s 
impact at the University of Calgary 
obvious. Long-time friend Tanya 
Childs said Vincent lived life to the 
fullest, with no regrets. 

Vincent was studying under 
Larry Katz, a professor and direc-
tor of the U of C’s Sport Technol-
ogy Research Laboratory. Vincent 

and Katz worked closely together 
developing an online database to 
evaluate the performance of Cana-
dian athletes training for the 2010 
Winter Olympics. Th e database 
functions as a tracking tool to allow 
coaches and members of the public 
to follow the progress of athletes 
and teams as they prepare for the 
games. Th e data collected compares 
the outcomes with other national 
teams. Th e database is accessible 
through ownthepodium2010.com. 

Katz said Jenny was a “brilliant 
student.”

“It is hard to describe such an 
amazing person,” said Katz. “When 
you were around her you felt really 
positive. Her enthusiasm and en-
ergy is just amazing.”

“Even when at the end Jenny was 
trying to make sure everything was 

taken care of, making sure the rug-
by program would continue. It was 
very important to her,” said Katz.

Vincent was the “catalyst” tak-
ing the U of C women’s rugby team 
from club to varsity competition. 
Keely Willment, president of the 
women’s rugby team, said the pro-
gram would not exist without Jen-
ny. Th e team fi rst competed at the 
varsity level in 2009.

“Jenny was really passionate 
about rugby and shared that with 
the team. She was a role model and 
committed to developing rugby as a 
sport,” said Willment.

Vincent was Willment’s fi rst 
coach and it was through Vincent’s 
passion that Willment was able to 
appreciate rugby as a sport.

“Jenny was the one who worked 
hard to take it from club status to 
what it is today,” said Willment.

From 1987 to 1992 Vincent played 
on the fi rst senior women’s national 
rugby team. A pioneer of women’s 

rugby in Canada, 
she continued 
spreading her pas-
sion for the sport 
by starting a wom-
en’s rugby team at 
the University of 
Victoria. Vincent 
coached all levels of 
rugby throughout 
Canada during her 
coaching career, 
ending in Calgary 
as the head coach 
of the Dino’s wom-
en’s rugby team. 

Two scholarships 
have been created 
to honour Vincent. 
Katz said it is a way 
to pay tribute to 
“such an impressive 
individual.” Th e 
Sports Technology Research Lab 
Scholarship supports graduate stu-
dent research and Vincent’s family 

formed the Jenny Vincent Coaching 
Endowment for Women’s Rugby to 
support future coaches of the team.

Photo courtesy University of Calgary

Jenny Vincent will be remembered at the U of C.

Passing of women’s rugby coach, PhD student
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Guess what guys? It’s reading week! 
I don’t know about all of you, but I’m 
pretty stoked. TERM PAPER HERE 
I COME . . . oh, wait a minute, that 
doesn’t sound like fun at all. Sigh, 
this is what I get for putting it off for 
so long. For anyone out there who is 
actually using reading week for it’s 
productive purposes, I salute you. For 
those of  you that are going to Mexico 
or something like that, I’m scowling in 
your direction. Anyway, I wish you a 
very productive/fun/drunk/etc. reading 
break. Also, if anyone fi nds a brown 
moleskine notebook with “Bio Lab” 
written on the front, please drop it in 
the TLF’s box. You’ll be my new favou-
rite person.  Bring your TLF to MSC 
319 or e-mail them to tlfs@thegauntlet.
ca. All submissions must include your 
name, ID number, phone number and 
signature. Submissions judged to be 
racist, sexist, homophobic or attacks of 
a personal nature will not be tolerated.

Bio 231. Second row from the back. 
You spent all class on Wednesday 
spitting chew-juice into a water bot-
tle. That’s disgusting. If you insist on 
chewing tobacco, do it somewhere 
that everyone around you doesn’t 
have to smell your chew-spit.

– Grossed the hell out

“It sounds like someone having rough 
sex with a helium balloon.” 

– Pike

Who needs a man when you have an 
electric blanket and two body pillows!?

[If only the electric blanket could 
make breakfast in the morning.

 – Disappoint-Ed]

Varsity Apt, 2 bdrm, 1 bath, 900 Sqft, 5 
min. to U of C, $1150, all inc., Free Rent 
incentive! knhansra@hotmail.com

As the day fades
Violet shadows on ice
Glad to be home

– Goyo

It's now time for the Government of 
Alberta to respond to the political po-
sition of U of C's admin is a confl ict 
of interest (given the classical Liberal 
disposition). I move that an indepen-
dent third party provide future tuition 
adjustment requests on U of C's behalf. 
– Experientially familiar with AB politicsW00t! Year eight marks the end of my 

U of C tenor. Two degrees ain't bad. 
Looking forward to doing something 
of substance for society!

– DocDawning
[You have about three years before

 bitterness gets the better of you.
 – Decid-Ed-ly cynical]

Dear Veerwal, It's been years since you 
were my prof. You're still the hottest 
gal in CS.

– <3
[Happy Valentines day. 

– Enamour-Ed] 

sudo apt-get install OhMyGodThis-
ClassIsSoBoringICanNoLongerThink
^c

– man MeaningOfLife
[Error. Does not compute. 

– Technologically impair-Ed]

Citizens, rejoice!
Your Lord and Master stands on high.

– The Master

THIS Thursday @ 6:00p.m. in MSC 
Cassio B, fi nd out about Renewable 
Energy in Alberta! 

– with love from the EcoClub

Keep it green on Valentines day! Sub-
mit green tips to WIN a Zazubean
HOTTIE bar, Thanks to Riva's Ecostore. 
Get 10% off at A Little More Interesting 
with EcoClub cards! 

– ecoclub@ucalgary.ca

VOTE HEATHER GAGNON for 2010 
SENIOR CLASS AMBASSADOR at
graduatingthisyear.com

I know I'm beautiful, but I fi nd your 
graffi ti atrocious. Please, stop.

– Don't need the pithy, trite, hack-
neyed, inspirational cliché

[But if the pillar in Science B doesn’t tell 
me that everything will be ok, what do I 

have left to believe in?
 –Inspir-Ed]

Dear Tiny Dancer, 
It seems that our rhythms were a little 
off beat, meet me this Thursden and 
we may have J-Lo on repeat.

– Surfer Boy
[There was another submission from a 
“Surfer Boy” dropped into the box, but 
they didn’t include the necessary contact 
details so it cannot be published. Shame 
really, we had a mystery on our hands. 

– Investigat-Ed]
Brooke C,
There is a tall guy with nice blonde hair 
that would like you to stop and say hi 
next time.

– Blondie
[But I can tell you that he wasn’t 

the one that sent the message in.
 – Out-Ed]

To the girl snapping her gum and click-
ing her pen, spit it out and here, I'll lend 
you a real pen.Hi Everyone,

I know you missed last class because 
of your migraine, dog’s funeral, slept-
in, etc. and you may be offering to re-
turn the favour in the future, but I am 
not going to send you my notes. Make 
a friend, ask the person in the seat next 
to you, and if you insist on sending out 
mass e-mails, at least ensure that your 
spelling is correct.

 – Thanks-a-bunch
[We all know you were just hung over. 

– Consider your e-mail delet-Ed]

If you think a university education 
could make a person recognize the
meaning and importance of a queue, 
then you're horribly wrong. A trip to
the info comms at any given moment 
of any given day will show you why.

– Queuing in perpetuity
[Queuing 101. . . the only class that 

won’t cost you more next year. 
 – Line-Ed up]

To the really, really tall guy in RELS 
205 at 12p.m. MWF:
1. Class doesn't start at 12:05 or 12:10.
2. You're really, really tall and not very 
stealthy. When you come in late, sit at 
the front and slam down your note-
book — we can ALL see/hear you. You 
suck as a ninja.
3. Sit in the back? YOU'RE SO TALL.

– Two really, really short people.
[Ninja-ing is something that is best 

left to the professionals.
 – You’ve been notic-Ed]
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In case you’ve been hiding under a rock 
for the last several years, allow me to 
fi ll you in. It’s 2010, and the Vancouver 

Winter Olympics are but a day away. Th e 
impending games have been drawing a great 
deal of media attention since they were an-
nounced back in 2003. 

Although the real fi gures aren’t in yet, 
it’s estimated the games will end up costing 
somewhere in the area of $6 billion when ev-
erything is added up. Keeping in mind that 
the last winter games in Turin cost a total of 
$4 billion, this seems rather high. 

What is it about these games that cost so 
much more? Every city that has hosted the 
games has had the same basic costs, so why 
are the Vancouver games expected to cost $2 
billion more than the previous event? Per-
haps a security budget of almost $1 billion 
dollars has something to do with it. 

Th ere is money coming from corporate 
sponsorships, but numbers are down from 
past games. Th e Vancouver Organizing 
Committee for the 2010 Olympic and Para-
lympic Winter Games has been unable to 
sell a great deal of the $12 million worth of 
billboards purchased for games advertising. 
Besides corporate money, and contributions 
from the International Olympic Committee, 
the remaining costs are coming from taxes. 
Between federal and provincial Govern-
ments, $510 million has been put towards 
the Capital Infrastructure Budget, for the 

development of things such as the Rich-
mond Olympic Oval. Th at’s a considerable 
sum of money considering the state of the 
economy the past couple of years. 

Despite the fact that VANOC was calling for 
a $78.2 million defi cit back in October, they 
claim to be “on track” with the budget. Sure, 
if “on track” means a jump in the security 
budget from $175 million to over $900 mil-
lion. Perhaps the reason they don’t seem so 
worried is that the IOC, in an unprecedented 
move, has agreed to cover the defi cit that 
VANOC may incur due to lack of sponsorship. 
Th is is a move that the IOC has never made 
in the history of the games. 

With all of the costs and budget exten-
sions, it would seem the only people making 
any money off  the games would be VANOC, 
considering they have $30 million allocated 
for employee bonuses.

All these costs are meant to make Canada 
look good in the eyes of the world, and from 
a technical standpoint, the infrastructure 
built for the games — including the Olym-
pic Oval, renovations to B.C. Place and the 
revamped sea-to-sky highway — is certainly 
impressive. It’s a shame that they had to go 
and do things like banning charity organiza-
tion Right to Play from setting up booths on 
Olympic grounds because of sponsorship. 

Right to Play is an organization that sends 
Olympic athletes to underprivileged com-
munities all over the world. Th ey bring or-
ganized play to children in impoverished ar-
eas, fostering sportsmanship and teamwork. 

Unfortunately, Right to Play is sponsored 
by Mitsubishi, which is a confl ict consider-
ing General Motors is one of the main spon-
sors for the games. Right to Play has been 
barred from Olympic grounds on a sponsor-

ship technicality; doesn’t 
seem very sportsman-like, 
now does it?

So where is the line? 
When does this move 
from sporting event to 
look-at-how-much-mon-
ey-we-can-spend? It is 
interesting to note that 
despite the fact that the 
economy has been in the 
hole during development 
for the games, organiz-
ers still managed to spend 
more than their fair share 
of money. When a coun-
try is suff ering from eco-
nomic woes, particularly 
given the reported cost 
overruns of the past year, 
the government would 
seemingly do better to put 
more money into social 
programs than bailing out 
the fl oundering budget of 
an organizing committee. 

With all of the pre-
Olympic drama, it’s easy 
to forget that the games are actually about 
the sports. I would like to see an event that 
is focused on the athletes; we have some in-
credible talent coming out of this country. 
It’s a shame it only gets noticed when we’re 
hosting the event. Considering all of the 
money the government is pouring into the 
Vancouver games, it’s surprising that very 
little of this money actually goes towards our 
athletes, most of whom live at or below the 
poverty line so they can represent Canada 
on the world stage. One would think that if 

the government can fi nd the billions neces-
sary to host the games, they can fi nd a bit of 
money to help our own athletes. 

Last I checked, this was a sporting event, a 
chance for nations to gather in the name of 
fair play and sportsmanship. Th e Vancouver 
games have turned into a fi ve-ringed circus 
of media bullshit surrounding sponsors, 
defi cits, displaced people and all of the other 
rigmarole that we’ve seen over the past few 
years. Lets get on with the games already. 
Aft er all, that’s what this is all about, right?

Vancouver’s streets ain’t made of gold

Sydney Stokoe
Call Me Crazy…

Upcoming Olympic Games already signifi cantly over budget
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When the Olympic cauldron is lit 
this Friday in Vancouver, not 
everyone will be celebrating the 

fl ame as a symbol of human spirit, knowledge 
and life. For some, the modern Olympics are 
an over-bloated and over-commercialized af-
front to the ancient games. Nowadays, they 
argue, the human story of sacrifi ce in pursuit 
of triumph and perfection amidst the peace-
ful unity which only the arena of competitive 
sport can provide is buried under the im-
mense drive for profi t. As activist Gord Hill 
has said to Vancouver-area media, “It is a 
multi-billion dollar industry run by an elite 
clique who sell the fi ve rings to the highest 
bidder, using sports as a commodity and a 
platform for corporate advertising.”

Looking at the list of top sponsors, con-
tributors and suppliers, one is hard-pressed 
to disagree with Hill’s assessment. Scratch 
the well-meaning slogans proclaiming the 
apparent altruism of these corporate back-
ers and the entirely self-serving nature of 
their actions becomes apparent. By sinking 
money and resources into a public event as 
exalted as the Olympics, they are in essence 
making a form of investment that would later 
pay huge returns through honour by associa-
tion. More insidiously, some have made the 
next step and taken the whole event hostage. 
You know who they are: the ones who declare 
outright that a portion of the proceeds of pa-
tronizing their products helps support either 

the games or the individual athletes them-
selves. “Buy our shit or else we won’t be able 
to do good deeds,” their promotional strategy 
follows.

But is this really surprising? 
In the world we’ve created where tastes 

are guided by advertising, memes aff ected 
by corporate slogans, seasons and holidays 
determined by retail cycles and personali-
ties expressed through possessions, it should 
be no mystery at all that our showcase of 
athleticism would be equally corrupted by 
commerce. It is an old cliché, but in a system 
where celebrity athletes make much more 
than schoolteachers, not much else can be 
expected. As accommodations for the athlet-
ic elite and arenas where they could perform 
are built, it follows that thousands would 
go homeless and the infrastructure of local 

communities would be left  by the wayside. 
Th at our version of the Olympics is nothing 
but a shining beacon to capitalism, greed and 
continuing disregard for the marginalized 
should be no more surprising than if a damp 
basement had bred mold. 

Th ough not necessarily an excuse for the 
games’ fl aws, identifying them as just an-
other symptom of the sicknesses of con-
sumption and commodifi cation is in a 
sense diverting attention from the crux of 
the matter. Aft er all, if the overall structure 
of our society is to blame, then the only 
sensible solution is a remaking of society 
altogether. Th is is a case where nothing short 
of a revolution could really eff ect any tan-
gible change. 

Yet if history is any indication, this does 
not at all safeguard the games from be-

ing appropriated for the benefi t of some 
other, non-corporate cause that could 
use the image boost. From the Ber-
lin Summer Games of 1936 that was 
Nazi Germany’s propaganda tool, to the 
mass boycott of the Moscow Summer games 
of 1980 by western countries protesting the 
1979 Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, the 
Olympics have always been either a show-
case for host nations to project a more palat-
able and idealized image of themselves or as 
a podium where opposing factions can make 
highly public statements against the host. 

In this light, perhaps an example could be 
taken from the 2008 Summer Games in Bei-
jing. Despite having the same sponsors as any 
of the other modern Olympic games, what 
the world saw and what we now all remem-
ber is the overused title of “China’s coming 
out party.” It was a spectacle like no other 
that now stands as a testament that China is 
ready to take centre stage in the world. Sure 
there were a few controversies — the faked 
fi reworks for broadcast, a lip-syncing child 
performer and the highly suspect ages of 
some of their gymnasts — but which games 
have been without? No doubt the Vancouver 
2010 games is in part a love-child of our re-
lationship with commodifi cation and should 
be expected to come with everything that 
such a union brings. If anything, in an atmo-
sphere of unfettered commercialism that has 
oft en been unjust and inequitable to the los-
ers — in an enterprise where injustices such 
as class oppression, resource misallocation 
and marginalization have become the norm 
— our ability to hold an event that still some-
how manages to showcase the competitive 
spirit of humanity whilst united through a 
peaceful arena is a triumph in itself.

Five rings of globalism and greed

Rinaldi Gulinao
Gauntlet Opinions

Olympics betray their squeaky-clean image
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The Olympics has a bad reputation. 
With its nationalism, its history of 
human rights being sidelined wher-

ever it goes — Vancouver included — and the 
incredible amount of money spent, thinking 
the entire thing is unjustifi ed is a defensible 
position. In spite of these problems, there is 
one upside to the Olympics that is oft en over-
looked: it gets people excited about sports in 
a positive way.

According to Statistics Canada, in 2004 
11.3 million people aged 20 to 64 were either 
overweight or obese in Canada. Th e World 
Health Organization estimates that there are 
over 1 billion overweight people in the world. 
Th ese are astounding fi gures, and they illus-
trate just how out of control the weight epi-
demic has become. Th e connection between 
obesity and health issues is, of course, not 
new, but that makes it all the more surpris-
ing that so little has been done to address the 
issue. Obesity is almost completely controlla-
ble; while genetics play a role, lifestyle choices 
like diet and activity level are the most im-

portant factors in determining whether one 
is overweight or not. Because of that, the 
Olympics are a good investment opportunity.

Why invest, though? What’s in it for us? 
$9.6 billion. At least that’s the amount es-
timated by a 2001 study of obesity’s cost to 
Canadians. It can probably be rounded off  
to $10 billion now, although that fi gure may 
be quite a bit higher nearly a decade on. Th at 
amount combines both the direct and indi-
rect costs of obesity as well as the direct and 
indirect costs of physical inactivity, which are 
both concerns for the task at hand. In a coun-
try with public health care everyone hurts 
from the lifestyle choices of some. So, just 
like I can’t ride a motorcycle without a hel-
met or play Russian roulette with my friends, 
society has a similar interest in making sure 
people look aft er themselves. Not, mind you, 
by making obesity illegal; there are better 
options. (Note: these so-called “victimless 
crimes” would, however, hurt no one who 
didn’t consent to the harm if public health 
care was abolished.)

It’s not so simple. To really let this social 
libertarian dream fl y insurance programs 
would have to be abolished too. An article 
in the January 21 edition of Th e Economist 
cites a study estimating that obese Americans 
have medical bills that are 42 per cent higher 
than non-obese Americans. Another study 

quoted predicts that by 2030 
health care costs due to obe-
sity will total US $1 trillion. 
Health care is worth keeping 
around, but perhaps not in 
its present guise. Regard-
less, the weight problem af-
fects everyone enough that 
something needs to be done 
about it.

To be sure, the solution 
will be a long time coming. 
But it seems like so little 
can go a long way, start-
ing in the schools. Allotting 
enough time for physical 
education programs, so chil-
dren can get the one hour 
of recommended physical 
activity a day needed, is a 
must. Th e majority of chil-
dren in Canada aren’t get-
ting that one hour in; less than 30 per cent of  
high school students are.

Scaring people into exercise is less likely to 
work, so why not try inspiring them? For all 
its faults, the Olympics is a chance to see the 
best athletes in sports the public doesn’t nor-
mally watch. And this has a certain charm. 
Sports clubs consistently report higher regis-
tration following major events like the Olym-

pics, so it seems like it might be good for 
something aft er all.

Th e good things about sport are embod-
ied by most of the athletes at the Olympics. 
Few of them get paid a signifi cant amount 
of money, save hockey players, and they all 
show the value of commitment to a passion. 
Advertising and nationalism can whittle that 
value away, but it can’t make it disappear.

Can the games solve Canada’s weight problem?

Eric Mathison
Fighting Words
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Jon Roe
Sports Editor

They’re more than halfway 
there, but they’re defi nitely 
living on a prayer right now. 

Th e Dinos women’s hockey squad 
needs to win all four of their remain-
ing games to have a hope at making 
the playoff s in their fi rst season since 
returning to Canadian Interuniver-
sity Sport (and get a little help from 
the University of Regina Cougars 
along the way). But that doesn’t faze 
this team that has come together in 
the winter semester, picking up nine 
of the last 12 points.

“I think we just had to come to-
gether as a team,” says Dinos for-
ward Danielle Boyce.

Th e team started well, with a 3–1 
win on the road at the University of 
British Columbia Th underbirds in 
their fi rst game, but then went on to 
lose 13 straight. Now they’ve only 
lost one game in regulation in their 
last six, and have one hopeful eye 
aimed at the playoff s.

“We had to trust each other and 
know that, win or lose, we’ve gotta 
be there for each other,” Boyce says. 
“Once we realized that, we started 

winning and having fun.”
It’s also helped that the team has 

recovered from a slew of injuries 
that hampered the squad through-
out their 13-game slide.

“Having everyone together, we 
feel like more of a team; we feel 
more comfortable together,” says 
captain Cait O’Hara.

Now that they’re getting their act 
together, they’re going to need a 

deus ex machina to add a storybook 
ending to the season. Th ey’re also 
going to need to write part of their 
own script by winning their re-
maining games, including two this 
weekend at home against the afore-
mentioned Th underbirds. Aft er the 
Dinos overcame nerves and won 
the fi rst game, the T-Birds struck 
back with a 4–1 win the next night. 
O’Hara says that the team playing 
in that fi rst series and this next one 

are two diff erent squads.
“In any sport, in any league, 

there’s a huge diff erence between 
the team in the fi rst game and in 
the last game of the season,” says 
O’Hara. “Th ere’s a lot of improve-
ment, things change. We’ve defi -
nitely improved, we know how to 
win now.”

Aft er compiling only four more 
wins in the games aft er the open-

ing series (all of them during their 
recent stretch of success), the Di-
nos feel that maybe they might be 
underestimated a little bit by their 
opponents.

“I don’t think they know how far 
we’ve come,” says d-woman Casey 
Irving. “Th ey probably want to 
come in and walk away with it, but 
we’re not going to let them.”

Th e T-Birds, with 15, sit four 
points ahead of the Dinos, who 

are in last place in the conference. 
Th e Cougars hold down the fi nal 
playoff  spot in Canada West, with 
16 points. Th e University of Le-
thbridge Pronghorns have 12 and 
are sandwiched between the Dinos 
and the T-Birds. Th is weekend the 
Pronghorns take on the Cougars in 
Regina. Th e best the Dinos could 
hope for would be a two-game 
sweep by the Pronghorns over the 

Cougars. If the Dinos swept their 
games over the T-Birds, they would 
sit one back of the fi nal playoff  spot, 
and the Pronghorns and the Cou-
gars, heading into a fi nal weekend, 
in which they would take on the 
Pronghorns in back-to-back games. 
Th ey would still need the Cougars 
to lose one or both of their games 
on that fi nal weekend to have a shot 
at the post-season. Stranger things 
have happened.

Dinos need to win out, help for playoffs

In any sport, in any league, there’s a huge difference between 
the team in the fi rst game and in the last game of the season. 
We’ve defi nitely improved, we know how to win now.

 — Cait O’Hara, Dinos women’s hockey captain
“

Goyette feels 
Olympic 
excitement, 
talks of 
pressure of the 
maple leaf
Jon Roe
Sports Editor

Danielle Goyette wishes she 
could be in Vancouver for the start 
of the Olympics. Th at’s probably 
a natural reaction for any former 
Olympic athlete, considering how 
rare the opportunity to compete in 
front of home fans on the highest 
and brightest stage in the world is.

“Its getting closer to the open-
ing ceremony,” says the three-time 
Olympian, double gold, single sil-
ver medalist. “You can feel it, peo-
ple are getting excited.”

And Goyette is sharing in that 
excitement, even as she prepares to 
coach her Dinos women’s hockey 
team through the fi nal games of 
the season. She retired from in-
ternational hockey aft er a career 
during which she won eight world 
championships with the Canadian 
women’s hockey team and amassed 
113 goals and 105 assists in 171 
games.

She knows the pressure that 
comes with wearing the maple leaf 
on a hockey jersey and has been in 
constant communication with her 
ex-mates.

“Th ey’re texting me right now, 
‘Danielle, it’s crazy in Vancouver, 
so many media,’ ”  says Goyette. “I 
told them, ‘Enjoy every moment of 
this, but when the puck drops you 
must focus.’ ”

“If you start thinking about the 
results fi rst instead of the process, 
that’s where you get in trouble,” she 
adds.

And the results, or at least the 
expected results, are obvious for 
the Canadian women’s team in 
Vancouver: gold or bust. Th is isn’t 
new, says Goyette.

“Expectations are not bigger in 
Vancouver, the only thing is that 
you have more people watching the 
game,” she explains.

Expectations of a diff erent sort 
have plagued women’s hockey at 
the international level for years 
now. Canada and the U.S. are ex-
pected to beat everyone and the 
rest of the teams will barely score 

see Goyette, pg. 21

The Dinos have picked up nine of their last 12 points, but still need to win out and a lot of help to make the playoffs.
Gauntlet fi le photo
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Dinos look to right ship for playoffs
Curtis Taylor
Gauntlet Sports

In a weekend that looked so 
promising, the University of 
Calgary men’s volleyball team 

came away with nothing but dis-
appointment. 

Perhaps distracted by the pros-
pect of clinching the number one 
seed and hosting the Canada West 
Conference final four, the Dinos 
dropped both games over the 
weekend to the Brandon Univer-
sity Bobcats. The Dinos may have 
looked past their opponent, which 
more often than not comes back 
to haunt a team in the world of 
sports. 

“We might have gotten a bit 

ahead of ourselves against Bran-
don,” said David Egan, one of the 
team captains. “This team hasn’t 
hosted a CanWest Final Four in 
a long time, and I think we were 

kind of feeling the pressure.”
On Friday night, Brandon came 

storming out of the gates, jump-

ing out to an early 9–3 lead in the 
first set. Unfortunately for the Di-
nos, this was a sign of things to 
come. The team looked lost and 
confused throughout the match, 

a 3–0 (25–19, 25–20, 25–19) win 
for the Bobcats. Egan thought his 
team was not mentally prepared 
for the encounter.

“I think we were a bit shocked 
by the way they played,” he said. 
“We didn’t come out with the 
right intensity. We broke down 
in a lot of areas of volleyball and 
didn’t perform to the best of our 
abilities.”

Bobcats standout left side Paul 
Sanderson had a phenomenal 
game against the Dinos on Friday, 
recording 22 kills while commit-
ting only four errors in three sets 
of play.

Men’s volleyball team drop back-to-back matches to Bobcats

I think we were a bit shocked by the 
way they played. We didn’t come out with 
the right intensity. We broke down in a lot 
of areas of volleyball and didn’t perform to 
the best of our abilities.

 — David Egan, men’s volleyball captain

“

see bobcat sanderson, pg. 21 Gauntlet fi le photo
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any goals against the big two. Even 
that hasn’t changed despite Swe-
den’s surprising takedown of the 
U.S. at the 2006 Winter Olympics 
in Turin.

“I thought at that time that, 
‘Wow, this is great for women’s 
hockey, this is going to give a boost 
for Sweden to work harder for the 
next Olympics,’ ” says Goyette. “But 
they went back to the same routine 
and they didn’t push too hard.”

She explains it’s largely an issue 
of funding. Th e American and Ca-
nadian teams train fulltime from 
August until the Olympics. Th ere 
just isn’t money committed to do 
that in Russia, Sweden or Finland.

“Th e years between the Olym-
pics, the teams are closer together,” 
says Goyette. “When you get to the 
Olympics, you see a big diff erence 
between the teams.”

With that added practice time 

for Canada and the U.S. comes the 
added stakes. Th ey need to win. 
Gold or bust. Besides perhaps not 
playing their best, there aren’t any 
excuses for falling short. Th ere are 
almost as many staff  as there are 
players for the women’s hockey 
team, and the athletes get what 
they need when they need it.

“Every time they need some-
thing, they get it,” says Goyette. 
“Th ey’re going to be able to per-
form at their best. Th ey won’t fail 
because they didn’t get something, 
or whatever. If they fail it’s because 
the other team was better that day.”

Across all sports, Canadian ath-
letes have been preparing for Van-
couver since it won the bid. And 
Goyette believes they’re ready for 
the challenge.

“I have no doubt in my mind 
we’ll have the best result, ever, at 
the Olympics.”

Goyette, cont’d from pg. 19

He is the engine that drives the 
Brandon offence. Every time they 
had control of the ball, they would 
look to Sanderson to slam it home. 
As predictable as his attacks were, 
the Dinos simply had no answer 
for him. Then again, not too many 
teams have come up with one. 
Sanderson leads the entire CIS in 
kills, kills per set and total attacks. 
He also has one nasty serve, as he 
is fifth in the country in service 
aces. 

The Dinos came out in Satur-
day’s game with a lot more drive 
and determination, but they 
fell short in what was a thrilling 
match, eventually losing in the 
fifth set. 

Before the match, Omar Lang-
ford, Oleg Podporin, Tom Porta, 

Brendan Ray, Pierre Rocque and 
Don MacNeill were all honoured 
as part of Senior Night. This 
seemed to inspire the team, as the 
seniors were playing in what was 
their last home game. The Dinos 
were statistically better on the 
night, and were even able to “con-
tain” Sanderson to 25 kills, nearly 
the same amount as Friday but 
with two extra sets. 

Graham Vigrass and Langford 
both stepped up in a big way, with 
16 and 14 kills respectively. Un-
fortunately, the Dinos sealed their 
own fate in the decisive fifth set, 
committing multiple mental er-
rors. It was a disappointing end 
to a disappointing weekend for 
a team who certainly had much 
higher aspirations heading into it.

On Monday night, the team 
held a players only meeting to ad-
dress their recent struggles. When 
at the top of their game, the Di-
nos have showed they are right up 
there with the top teams in the na-
tion, but they will need to get back 
to their early season form to have 
any shot in the playoffs. 

“We’ve struggled in the last 
couple of weeks, but I’m hoping 
we can right the ship this coming 
weekend and get back rolling like 
we were in the first semester,” said 
Egan. 

It may not be time to hit the 
panic button just yet, but this 
coming weekend will determine 
whether the Dinos enter the play-
offs a confident bunch, or merely 
limp in.

Bobcat Sanderson drives Brandon 
over Dinos, continued from pg. 20



2 2   F E B R U A R Y  1 1 . 1 0  G A U N T L E T e n t e r t a i n m e n tEditor: Jordyn Marcellus—entertainment@thegauntlet.ca

Awards connect Calgary’s best bluesmen to Chicago
Ken Clarke
Gauntlet Entertainment

For over 50 years, Chicago’s 
Maxwell Street has been fa-
mous for their Friday Night 

Blues and Fish Fry. Musicians from 
the Mississippi Delta would migrate 
to the area and electrify their sound, 
making Chicago world famous for 
the blues. 

On February 19, the Black Histo-
ry Month Foundation of Canada, in 
conjunction with the Black Ameri-
can Blues Historical Society will 
present the 5th annual Motown and 
More Gala and Awards Night in the 
Crossroads Community Centre. 

Th is year, billed as Blues and 
More Blues, the evening will con-
sist of a fi sh fry, awards ceremony 
and a concert and dance featuring 
Calgary’s own Gary Martin and 
the Heavenly Blues band. When 
Martin’s band Heavenly Blues plays 
their dance set, Sam Lay will sit 
on the drums, a fi tting conclusion 
to yet another chapter in Calgary 
blues. 

Th e 2010 Gala will be presenting 
Pioneer Awards to those who have 
paved the way for the blues in Cal-
gary. 

Among those honoured is the 
legendary “King of the Shuffl  e,” 
Chicago blues drummer Sam Lay, 
who’s resumé reads like a who’s 
who of infl uential blues masters. 

Over the years Lay has played and 
recorded with Muddy Waters, 
Howlin’ Wolf, Willie Dixon, James 
Cotton, Paul Butterfi eld and Bob 
Dylan. When Dylan went electric 
at the infamous Newport Folk Fes-
tival in July, 1965, he enraged the 
acoustic folk music purists — Lay 
played drums in Dylan’s band that 
day. 

Speaking from his home in Chi-
cago, Lay recalled that night on stage 
in Newport. 

“Th ey booed him,” says Lay. 
“When he came back by himself af-
ter our break. He did a song like “It’s 
All Over Now, Baby Blue” or some-
thin’ like that. You heard the truth 
about that. I would say the crowd 
was angry.” 

Lay also played drums on Dylan’s 
Highway 61 Revisited album. Th e 
release was Dylan’s fi rst album to 
be recorded entirely with a full rock 
band and is considered by many to 
be his best work.

Lay was the fi rst Chicago blues-
man to play Calgary’s King Eddy, 
creating the now legendary Sat-
urday aft ernoon blues jams in the 
early ’80s. Originally dubbed “Jam 
With Sam,” the jams became a regu-
lar event. 

“I came there for three days, and 
they put me up for a whole week 
and the next time three weeks,” re-
calls Lay. “Th e second time I came 
back on the weekend and there was 

so many people there. I said, ‘Lis-
ten, I’ve got an idea. Why don’t we 
come down here on Saturday and 
tell all the musicians to bring their 
instruments with them? We’ll have 
a little thing and call it Jam With 
Sam.’ Th at started it. Th e place was 
so full of people they made more 
money on Saturdays than they did 
the whole week. Aft er that we kept 
the jam going but we didn’t get paid 
for it. Th at was the way they made 
their money.”

As for favourite memories from 
his past associations with a huge 
cast of blues and folk luminaries, 
none stand out. 

“Man that would be hard to say,” 
he mused. “I’ve enjoyed all of it ac-
tually. Between Corkie Seagull and 
Bob Dylan, Paul Butterfi eld, How-
lin’ Wolf. All of ’em were personal 
favourites for me.”

Lay is not impressed with mod-
ern day blues. 

“I’d have to think of so many 
people who call themselves play-
in’ the blues with those dog-gone 
sound eff ects and pedals and all 
that crap. Which is okay for them 
that likes it, but I don’t approve of 
it. I don’t need no sound eff ects. I 
just go straight from the heart, not 
the pedal,” he laughs. “Th e blues 
practically went haywire with all 
those sound eff ects and stuff . Th at’s 
only my opinion.”

Th e awards ceremony will mark 
Lay’s 75th birthday, when he will 
also receive a drawing of himself by 
Calgary artist, Earl Klatzel. Present-
ing the award to Lay is none other 
than former Alberta premier Ralph 
Klein, who has been Lay’s best 
friend for 30 years.

A posthumous Pioneer Award 
will be presented to the wife of 
Reverend Ron (neé Ronald J. 
Predika) who hosted CJSW’s “Th e 
Blues Witness” for close to 20 
years and sadly passed away on 
November 12, 2009. Ron was 
a true original and was recog-
nized by the committee for being 
a “champion of the blues every 
Wednesday night.” Th e Pioneer 
Award will be presented by Klat-
zel, Ron’s close friend. 

In 2009 Ron received a lifetime 
achievement award from the Cal-
gary Blues Music Association.

“Some of the best parts of blues 
music is the history and characters,” 
says CJSW station manager Chad 
Saunders. “It’s art that must be ap-
preciated before it’s gone and has to 
reinvent itself. Th e characters of the 
blues scene are even more champi-

oned when you have someone like 
Reverend Ron who was a character 
in his own right. He totally deserves 
this award for sure and I think he’d 
be really happy about it. It’s a shame 
that he can’t be there to celebrate 
and have a soda pop with every-
body.”

West side Chicago native Martin, 
who has his own long history with 
Calgary’s blues scene, summed up 
this year’s choices. 

“Th e Awards Ceremony is to 
honour the people who pioneered 
the blues here. Sam Lay was the 
one who fi rst brought the blues to 
Calgary and we consider him to 
be a trail blazer. Same with Rever-
end Ron. He was another one who 
kept the blues alive. I only knew 
him from doing interviews on his 
show or when he came out [to]
see me play, but he believed in the 
blues to the end. Being in the blues 
community, we want to show our 
appreciation.”

Sam Lay was the drummer for Bob Dylan at the Newport Folk Fest.
courtesy Sam Lay

Ken Clarke/the Gauntlet

Ken Clarke/the Gauntlet

Gary Martin and the Heavenly Blues band will perform with Sam 
Lay Fri., Feb. 19 at the Crossroad community centre. 

CJSW DJ Reverend Ron, pic-
tured, will be honoured as well.

Blues and More Blues starts Fri., Feb. 19 at 6 p.m. 
in the Crossroad Community Centre. For tickets call 

403-452-3483 or email blackhistorymonth@shaw.ca
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Andrew Williams
Gauntlet Entertainment

The Rural Alberta Advantage 
just might be the most criti-
cally successful part-time 

band in Canada. While they have 
been featured on countless best-
of-’09 blogs, all the members of the 
band have some kind of job or com-
mitment on the side.

Lead singer Nils Edenloff  is a 
computer programmer by day, 
backup vocalist and keyboard play-
er Amy Cole works freelance pub-
lic relations and Paul Banwatt, the 
band’s drummer, is a student at the 
University of Toronto and a mem-
ber of electro-dance duo Wood-
hands.

But they are part of a growing 
cohort of street savvy up-and-
coming bands that are able to le-
verage the power of the Internet 
to maximize their popularity and 
gain exposure.

“[Th e Internet] has played a ma-
jor role in us getting to where we are 
right now,” says Edenloff . “We are 
playing all these shows in the States, 
and tons of people are coming out, 
and for us we never expected that 
would happen. We’re just some in-
die band from Canada, how can 
people know who we are?”

Th e band’s popularity sky-rocket-
ed when they were chosen to par-
ticipate in eMusic Selects through 

a serendipitous series of events. A 
member of the eMusic message 
board learned of the band from a 
blog in Halifax. 

“Th e eMusic thing happened as 
a result of some guy on a message 
board suggesting to eMusic that they 
pick us up for the eMusic Selects pro-
gram,” recounts Edenloff . “eMusic 
contacted us that morning and asked 
us to be part of the program.”

Since then, they have garnered 

copious amounts of critical praise. 
Th eir debut, Hometowns, received 
an honourable mention from Pitch-
fork for album of the year, while 
their song “Don’t Haunt Th is Place” 
was number 76 on their best songs 
of the year.

“We are defi nitely excited,” says 
Edenloff , “Given the amount of mu-
sic being put out year aft er year, just 
to somehow be a blip on that kind 
of radar . . . we really appreciate it.”

Musicians and recording indus-
try executives oft en complain about 
the Internet’s eff ect on the music 
industry, but Edenloff  isn’t particu-
larly worried.

“Th e music is just getting out 
there,” attests Edenloff . “And if peo-
ple love music, and they want to get 
behind it in some sort of way, they 
will support it, be it . . . through 
shows or merch. [Th e Internet] 
hasn’t hurt us. I think it’s helped us 

in the long run.”
And things are picking up. Th e 

RAA signed with their fi rst label 
in May 2009 — Saddlecreek Re-
cords, home to BrightEyes  — and 
are already focusing on their next 
album, which Edenloff  described 
as a companion piece to Home-
towns.

Rural Alberta Advantage hit up urban Alberta 

Flash fact: Nils Edenloff, lead singer of the Rural Alberta Advantage, was born in Fort McMurray, Alberta. He understands small town Alberta.  
Andrew Williams/the Gauntlet

The Rural Alberta Advantage play Broken City 
Feb. 11 – 12. The show starts at 8 p.m.
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Julia MacGregor
Gauntlet Entertainment

Besides creating catchy electro-
dance tunes, YACHT is also a 
belief system open to everyone.

Aft er having experienced the su-
pernatural Mystery Lights in Marfa, 
Texas, which inspired their 2009 al-
bum See Mystery Lights, Jona Bechtolt 
and Claire Evans have embarked on 
the latest transformation of YACHT, 
adding a live band to their 2010 tour 
called Th e Straight Gaze. 

“Th e name is how we aim to have 
a straight gaze with those we work 
and collaborate with,” says Evans. “It’s 
about directness and honesty, break-
ing down barriers between audiences 
and the performer. At the same time it 
is factious as we do operate on several 
levels, it’s an emblem of honesty, a bit 

of a joke and political as we are very 
much aligned with gay rights move-
ments.”

Th e sudden shift  of the traditional 
YACHT format is typical for the band’s 
live appearances, whether it is remix-
ing songs, changing their visuals or 
how they interact with the audience 
—  no one has seen the same YACHT 
show twice. 

“Every six months we feel we have 
to challenge ourselves in some way 
to redefi ne and reformat YACHT as a 
whole, [and adding the Straight Gaze] 
was the next step in our evolution,” 
says Bechtolt. 

Th is makes every YACHT show a 
new experience with Bechtolt and Ev-
ans moving about the stage. 

“Everything we do comes straight 
out of the moment,” says Bechtolt. 
“[What you would classify as dance 

moves] we don’t consider it dancing 
at all, it’s just something that happens. 
People always ask us if we’re trained 
classical dancers, which is really fl at-
tering, but it’s just something that hap-
pens when the loud music that we’ve 
created comes out of the speakers.”

When experiencing a YACHT show, 
don’t be afraid to break out of the con-
cert mold, as an audience reaction is 
the most rewarding thing for the band. 

“We seek the willingness for our au-
dience to step out of traditional indie 
rock or concert ritual body language,” 

says Evans. “Th ere is a very codifi ed 
way of acting at a concert that people 
generally stick with, a certain way of 
holding yourself that suggests you are 
not part of the performance.”

“We like the audience to make 
themselves known,” adds Bechtolt.

One world tour took them through 
rural China, where audiences stared 
at the group because they were the 
fi rst Westerners to come through. 
YACHT’s next endeavor will take them 
back to Marfa, Texas, where they saw 
the lights that would inform their be-
lief system. 

“We have a collection of mantras 
that we have written to encourage 
participating Team YACHT mem-
bers to practice with us, which are 
the original versions of See Mystery 
Lights,” says Evans.

“Our number one band goal is 
to try to create some kind of liv-
ing, working, visiting space in Marfa 
where Team YACHT members could 
gather and see Mystery Lights with 
us,” says Bechtolt.

YACHT sees the mystery lights

YACHT plays the Hi-Fi Club Tue., Feb. 23. The show 
starts at 8 p.m.

courtesy Sarah Meadows

YACHT, practicing for their cameo on Futurama. 
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Laura Bardsley
Gauntlet Entertainment

The name Dream Horse Spir-
it brings out a few connota-
tions. One inclination is to 

assume that the members are three 
skinny dudes playing keytars. 

Sadly, this is not the case, although 
Nyssa Brown, Trevor Brown, Filip 
Cieplak and Keith Daser have made 
Dream Horse into quite an alterna-
tive post-dance machine. In the 10 
months or so they’ve been together, 
they’ve played their share of house 
shows and venues. Trevor Brown 
claims that his initiative to start 
Dream Horse was for these rowdy, 
close-quartered performances. 

“[Th ey’re] disgustingly loud and 
fun,” Trevor Brown starts. 

Th e four all agree they started 
Dream Horse for the fun times 
and dancing, also agreeing that 
their newest songs best capture the 
band’s sound. 

“I have fallen into the arms of 
Marquis,” says Nyssa Brown. “[It] 
was made in the last trimester of 
the Dream Horse pregnancy . . . to 
say that the sound has changed over 
time is a considerable understate-
ment. We grew into a full infant 
from just a mere seed.”

“Th e sound has become more 
mature, more complex and interest-
ing,” Cieplak agrees.

Th eir roots and infl uences span 
from the eccentric to the eclectic 
and, of course, the diff erent local 
musicians the members grew up 
with. For Trevor Brown and Daser, 
their local scene was Kelowna, with 
touring artists from the surround-
ing areas. 

“[Kelowna] is a major breeding 

ground for Vancouver and Victo-
ria,” Trevor Brown says proudly. 
“My fi rst shows were Ladyhawk . . . 
and Bend Sinister, back when they 
were instrumental, playing in a liv-
ing room [or] in basements.”

For Cieplak and Nyssa Brown, 
their infl uences come from a wide 
variety of sources. 

“It’s all over the place here. I see 
a cute old lady, and that makes 
me want to sing about her,” Nyssa 
Brown exclaims. “I am Calgarian-
born and raised, with teen-fi lled 
cafés and hilarious all-ages shows.”

As for where they see themselves 
in the Calgary scene, the band is 
quite modest. 

“Frankly, close friends, I feel, are 
our only true fans at the given time,” 
says Cieplak. “To everyone else, I 
guess we are just dust in the wind.” 

Trevor is a little more optimistic 
about the band’s place in people’s 
memories.

“I think they will miss the whole 

experience. [Dream Horse is] a 
kind of nostalgic thought of how 
fun that summer was.”

When asked what DHS memory 
shined brightest, it was a toss-up 
between playing Broken City and 
the numerous house shows last 
summer. Cieplak insists that Bro-
ken City takes the cake, explaining 
that,“Th e experience was surreal.” 

However, Nyssa Brown and Trevor 
agree on the house show atmosphere 
being foremost in their minds.

“So many people in such a tight 
area dancing so hard, windmill-
ing beers and party howling,” says 
Trevor Brown fondly, remembering 
the experience.

“Looking up to see sweaty, happy, 
dancing youth — that is so fucking 
gratifying,” concurs Nyssa Brown.

As for their worst memory, play-
ing Vern’s Tavern was the unani-
mous choice.

“Every time . . . you think we 
would have learned the fi rst 

Feel the Dream Horse’s Spirit

Dream Horse Spirit plays Grand Theatre on Feb. 5. 
The show starts at 8 p.m.

courtesy Sabine Burns

Dream Horse Spirit rock Tubby Dogg in the summer. No word if they ate a Sherm’s Ultimate Gripper.

time,” Daser laments. 
Cieplak nods, noting that they 

weren’t shamed by being fooled 
twice.

“I’m surprised we came back for 
a third.”

Although some of the members 
are advertising the show on Friday 
as the last DHS show, it’s still unclear 
if that’s true. 

“Under the moniker of Dream 
Horse Spirit, yes this will likely be 
our last show,” says Trevor Brown. 
“Will we still collaborate and play in 
bands together? Always.”

While Cieplak refuses to com-
ment, Nyssa Brown and Daser have 
higher hopes than that.

“Dreamy, spirity horses are im-
mortal,” she sighs. “I think everyone 
knows that — it’s science.”

“Th e Horse will never die,” agrees 
Daser.
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CONCERTS

THEATRE

MISC.

1 Get drunk. It’s the middle of winter. Nothing 
warms the body better than a bottle of scotch. 
The cheaper, the better.

2. Go toboganning. There is literally nothing 
better to do during winter. Ride a dangerously 
constructed wooden sleigh down a hill for 
great justice. Can be done in conjunction with 
drunk.

3. Buy some new shoes. Last year’s spring 
fashions are cheap right now. Must be done in 
conjunction with drunk.

4. Makes a LEGO model of your house. Pretend 
you’re Godzilla and trample around a scale 
model of your own house. Can be done in 
conjunction with drunk.

T H I N G S  T O  D O

It’s the 24th Annual Enbridge play-

Rites Festival of New Canadian Plays! 

Yeah, I’ve never heard of it either. 

February 3 – March 27 you can come 

see a bunch of plays nobody has seen. 

Should be fun. Some highlights are:

Abraham Lincoln Goes to the Theatre, 

written by Larry Tremblay. Apparently 

it’s hilarious, and about schizophrenia.

Tyland by Greg MacArthur. A preg-

nant woman gets sent to a remote 

northern island as punishment for 

some crime. Sounds like a less Japa-

nese, less interesting Battle Royale.

The Highest Step In The World: a 

play about some dude jumping from 

100,000 feet up from a weather 

balloon. Lights, aerial choreography 

and animated projections. Sounds like 

a Pink Floyd laser show in space.

All events seem to take place in either 

the Martha Cohen Theatre or Big Se-

cret Theatre. Tickets available from the 

Epcor Centre box offi ce or their web-

site tickets.epcorcentre.org, as well as 

more specifi c details.

Also, until the 13th you can catch 

Closer, a play by Patrick Marber, at 

the Epcor Centre’s Motel. Shows at 8 

pm, tickets are 15 bucks. Check out 

www.parenthesiscompany.com for 

more info.

The Dudes are playing Olympic Plaza 

on the 13th for some Olympic spirit 

thing. Oh yeah, they’re opening for 

Simple Plan. I’m only going because 

it’s free. Starts at 2:30 PM.

After that, you could go see the  

Martyr Index with Tall Ships and The 

Evidence at 10 at the Marquee Room. 

Relive a few years ago through live 

music. 

Or you could go see Leatherbeard, 

The A-Team and Cowpuncher at 

Broken City around 8 pm. There’s 

gonna be some country and some pop 

crooning.

That same night, Mares of Thrace, 

Keith Morrison, Junkies Rush and 

Gypsy Bears play at Vern’s. Starts at 

9:30 pm. There will probably be cover, 

and most certainly gut growls.

You could also go see Chris Naish 

and  The Fever Beats play with Hunger 

Hush at The Tropicana Lounge and 

Grill. It’s free. Starts around 10 pm.

Considering Leatherbeard and Chris 

Naish are both free shows while the 

other two are probably 10 bucks, the 

former seems more recession-friendly.

On the 18th, Grown – Ups, Stalwart 

Sons, Fuck The Tundra and The 

Draque Mothers bring the noise. It’s at 

the Republik, around 9 pm. 5 minutes 

of throwing down required from all 

attending.

For some strange reason, on February 

19th there’s a Fish Fry, Awards 

Ceremony, Concert and Dance featuring

Gary Martin and the Heavenly Blues. 

It’s been years since Calgary’s last fi sh 

fry, so you should go. Oh yeah, Ralphy 

Klein is giving out an award and there’s 

some guy named Sam Lay known as 

“king of the shuffl e.” 60 bucks for the 

entire event, 30 if you just wanna see 

the bands and dance.

There’s also a burlesque show at Broken 

City on February 19th. White Cowbell 

Oklahoma appear alongside some 

scantily clad performers. Starts at 9 pm.

Way in the future, February 22 – 27, 

shake off your mid-winter blues with... 

the Calgary Midwinter Bluesfest?

Wait, that might not actually help. 

Tickets and more information at 

www.calgarybluesfest.com

February 12th marks Charles Darwin’s 

birthday. You should discuss the merits 

of evolution, get drunk, then discuss 

how evolution is full of shit. Celebrate 

science the way it was meant to be.

There’s also an event called The ‘A’ 

Train every Friday with swing-dance 

lessons and then an actual dance. It’s 

at the Mount Pleasant Community 

Center. Starts at 8:30 pm, 10 bucks 

at the door, 7 for students and 

“out-of-towners.”
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I’m pretty sure Valentine’s Day is soon. 

Do yourself a favour and drink away 

the memory of this depressing excuse 

for a holiday.
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Social Bowl 2010: Facebook versus Google Buzz
Ændrew Rininsland
Production Editor

Good aft ernoon, sports 
fans! Today we watch as 
longstanding champion 

Facebook faces off  against relative 
newcomer Google for social net-
working supremacy, each compet-
ing for a greater share of both your 
time and energy. Both have just 
come out of intensive training and 
have debuted their latest for the so-
cial media hungry Internet popula-
tion — Facebook with their recent 
redesign and Google with their new 
Buzz entrant.

 Both Facebook and Google have 
been working with social media 
for a while. While Facebook has 
been the industry leader for the 
last several years, Google has been 
experimenting with a wide variety 
of social networking technology 
since 2004 (albeit with varying re-
sults). Notably, Google debuted 
Orkut with mixed results; everyone 
seemed to already be on Facebook 
and Orkut didn’t off er anything 
worthwhile in exchange for the ef-

fort required to create an account. 
Google’s since experimented with a 
“social search” function to better in-
tegrate social media content with its 
fl agship search engine site, bought 
YouTube to become the Internet’s 
premiere video sharing service 
and implemented a network-wide 
account system to better position 
itself alongside competitors like Ya-
hoo!. Google unveiled its new Buzz 
feature earlier this week, which 
combines elements of Facebook 
and Twitter to be a very fast content 
sharing platform built directly into 
Gmail. Buzz can be set up to auto-
share content from a wide variety 
of websites, ranging from Google 
standbys Picasa and YouTube to 
third-party sites such as Flickr and 
Twitter. Connectivity with Google 
Reader provides an incredibly ef-
fi cient way to read and now share 
news on a daily basis. 

Facebook, meanwhile, has been 
busy redesigning their interface and 
retooling their sharing functional-
ity to be more straightforward. Re-
cent improvements to the service 
now allow people to create Pages for 

things or businesses (as opposed to 
just Groups, which are much looser 
organizationally) and, like Buzz, 
cross-post between a larger num-
ber of services. Further, the once-
annoying third-party applications 
have had their volume turned way 
down and are far less of a nuisance 
than they once were. Th e other ma-
jor way Facebook has semi-recently 
evolved is the consolidation of all 
its content within the user-stream. 
At one point acting almost as indi-
vidual components with dissimilar 
posting interfaces, the redesigned 
News Feed gives users a simplifi ed 
one-stop location to post images, 
status updates, videos and events. 
As with Google Buzz, the privacy 
level of posts can be easily set at 
time of posting. Th e interface has 
also been greatly simplifi ed by lo-
cating everything in the left  sidebar. 
Instead of cramming everything 
into an unmanageable list attached 
to the chat bar, the vast majority of 
site functionality has been replaced 
with collapsing lists, much like in a 
fi le browser such as Windows Ex-
plorer. Despite the usual whining 

by part of its user base whenever it 
makes a change, these recent chang-
es have once again solidifi ed Face-
book’s control of the high ground 
in the battle for social networking 
supremacy. 

Th ere are some clear diff erences 
between Facebook and Buzz, most 
notably in how they approach 
privacy — Facebook has very ad-
vanced privacy controls while Buzz 
and Twitter are designed for large-
scale dissemination of content 
across a variety of media. Th ink of 
the diff erence between a telephone 
conversation and doing an inter-
view on the radio. While both ser-
vices can be confi gured to achieve 
either goal, the initial diff erence has 
a large impact on how people ap-
proach the medium — for instance, 
I’ve actually met and know far more 
people on Facebook than I do my 
Twitter followers, largely because 
Facebook requires two actions to 
allow communication (Request and 
Approve) while Buzz and Twitter 
only need one — Follow.

Th e reality is that both closed 
systems like Facebook and open 

systems like Twitter/Buzz will fi ll 
unique niches — Facebook as a 
more private way to share memo-
ries between friends, Buzz and 
Twitter as a way to easily and quick-
ly communicate with a larger Inter-
net community. Usage roles are still 
very malleable for this technology. 
For example, look at the variety of 
ways Twitter is used: along with 
Facebook-like status updates, peo-
ple use Twitter as a way to advertise 
new posts on websites, as a way to 
stay current with local gossip and 
news and as a way to connect peo-
ple with similar hobbies and causes 
— to name just a few. Given that 
most of the major Web 2.0 play-
ers are working concurrently on 
Single Sign-On technology (Includ-
ing Facebook, Twitter and Google) 
that will let users eff ortlessly login 
between sites, interactivity between 
social media services will only in-
crease, meaning being a member of 
any given site is less important than 
how you use it. Th e old adage holds 
true — how you play the game is in-
deed far more important than who-
ever wins or loses.
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OI!
You! Yes, you! You like 
this page? Kinda sparse, 
isn’t it? You know 
what would make it ten 
times more awesome? 
YOU! Yes, you! Draw me 
something! Anything! 
Aliens? Sure! Trogdor? 
Neat-o! Send it to the 
email right up there un-
der the date and if it’s 
awesome, I’ll print it!     
      -Grond
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