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Well, here we go again. 
Not since Operation 
Cast Lead in Decem-

ber 2008 has Israeli military action 
been so controversial or violently 
condemned. Th e Israel Defense 
Forces conducted a raid on an aid 
fl otilla on its way to Gaza aft er the 
fl otilla attempted to run the Israeli 
blockade. Nine Turks aboard the 
fl otilla were killed and over 600 de-
tained.

If you want to form a credible 
opinion, especially regarding the 
Middle East, it’s best to gather in-
formation from multiple sources, 
not just one. It’s also best to step 
back and take a look at the big pic-
ture instead of viewing an incident 
in isolation.

Th at said, let’s go back to 2005 
when Israel still controlled the 
Gaza Strip. Israel transferred con-
trol of Gaza to the Palestinian Au-
thority to further the peace pro-
cess in accordance to the Sharm 
el-Sheikh Commitments, with-
drawing all Israeli settlers and 
troops in August 2005.

Hamas, recognized as a terrorist 
organization by Canada, the United 

States and the European Union, 
launched Kassam rockets from 
Gaza into Israel shortly aft er. Only 
six months later, in January 2009, 
Hamas defeated the more moderate 
Fatah party and gained control of 
the Palestinian Legislative Council. 
Minus a six-month “calm” period, 
Israel has seen a consistent stream 
of Kassam rockets from Hamas 
since.

Th e Charter of Hamas 
calls for the elimination 
of the state of Israel and 
that “Israel, by virtue of 
its being Jewish and of 
having a Jewish popula-
tion, defi es Islam and 
the Muslims.”

While that won’t 
do much to further 
the peace process, Isreal is not 
completely blameless. Now the in-
ternational community has called 
for Israel to stop settlements in East 
Jerusalem and the West Bank. Isreal 
does not necessarily need to give up 
the lands, but a Geneva Convention 
prohibits them from setttling in 
lands taken by force.

Although Israeli settlements are 

not the popular issue right now, 
one must have an understanding of 
these territory disputes to under-
stand the Gaza fl otilla raid. Israel 
didn’t give back the Gaza Strip only 
to have to reinvade it.

“What we want to prevent com-
ing into Gaza are rockets, missiles, 
explosives 
and war 

materials that could be used to at-
tack our civilians,” Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said 
while he was in Ottawa.

Netanyahu also stated that Israel 
has no quarrel with the people of 
Gaza, but rather with the terrorist 
regime Hamas.

Hamas is dedicated to an extrem-

ist ideology that harms Jew and Pal-
estinian alike. Hamas guarantees 
civilian casualties in Gaza by using 
human shields. Israel thus cannot 
kill any Hamas member without 
fi rst killing a civilian, sparking in-
ternational condemnation. All the 
while, Hamas continues to send 
Kassam rockets into Israel with 
nary a murmer from the interna-
tional community.

Th e fl otilla raid is not about Is-
rael’s oppression of Gaza’s people. 
It is about Hamas’ oppression of 
Gaza’s people and threat to Israel 
through their extremist views. 
Th e Israel Defense Forces said 
they found weaponry aboard 
the aid ship.

Hamas does not care 
about its own civilians at all, 

just their ideology.
If Palestinians and Jews want 

to end the oppression in Gaza, 
they should put their eff orts to-
wards opposing Hamas, not Israel. 
Hamas is responsible for violating 
human rights across the board, 
and it is Hamas that is truly caus-
ing the most destruction to the 
Palestinian people.

Breaking down assumptions about the Gaza Strip
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“Edo. Th at would be 
great.”
– Melissa Young, 
fourth-year 
economics

“I don’t have 
any preference. 
Donairs?”
– Bernard Tam, 
fourth-year 
economics

“I would love to see 
Korean food.”
– Rocky Serate, 
U of C employee

“Something 
healthier than the 
rest of the stuff  here. 
A place where you 
can buy fruit.”
– Lorena Cortes, 
fourth-year 
economics

With four new food vendors to be added to the MacHall food court, what kind of food would you like to see?
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Brent Constantin
News Editor

Summer students may have 
noticed changes in MacEwan 
Student Centre over the past 

few weeks, most notably the large 
white walls erected around the 
former seating area near the ATMs. 
Th ough this might be the most vis-
ible change, it’s not the only one. 

Th e Students’ Union started ma-
jor renovations around MacHall 
in anticipation of the fall semester 
when returning students will be 
greeted by four new food vendors 
upstairs as well as a relocated Th at 
Empty Space.

“Th e reason we started all of this 
construction in the fi rst place was 
that we wanted to bring in new 
vendors,” said SU vice-president 
operations and fi nance James Del-
aney. From there, the SU decided 
to upgrade Th at Empty Space and 
increase club space. 

“It just sort of evolved from that.”
Th e project hopes to provide un-

dergraduates with new options for 
meals, increased seating capacity, 
additional clubs space and a larger 
Th at Empty Space to accommodate 
a growing student body. 

“Th e goal for the whole renova-
tion of the two fl oors is Septem-
ber 1, before everyone gets back 
to school,” said Brian Bolding, Fa-
cilities and Redevelopment project 
manager for the SU. “Being sum-
mer, the majority of the students are 
away and that’s the best time to do 
some work and make some noise. 
So far we’re on schedule, but we al-
ways run into new things each time 
we open up a wall. Th e demolition 
was completed a couple of months 
ago and now we are fully under 
construction.”

Earlier in the year the SU put out 
a request to the student body for in-
put into the type of food they’d like 
to see available in the building.

“We got, in my opinion, disap-
pointingly low turn out,” said Del-

aney, noting that only around 100 
students responded. 

While the SU has tentatively de-
cided on three of the vendors, Del-
aney was unable to confi rm any 
names due to renegotiation of the 
SU’s lease with the university in four 
years. With most vendors looking 
to sign fi ve-year lease agreements 
there are still some legal issues to 
be settled. Delaney did outline what 
some of the criteria for choices 
were.

“Healthier food was a huge re-
quest,” said Delaney, who also 
mentioned that Indian food was a 
popular option. “We approached as 
many healthy places as we could, 
but we learned that it’s hard for 
those types of places to survive in 
an environment like this. Every-
one says they want healthy food 
and then everyone eats at A&W. We 
tried, and hopefully students will be 
happy with what we got.”

Delaney said the vendors “will be 
adding some signifi cant revenue” to 
the SU’s budget. 

“We charge a fair bit per square 
foot. Right now I believe it makes 
up about seven per cent of our rev-
enue.”

Th e four new vendors will be lo-
cated in the main cafeteria directly 
across from both Tim Hortons, 
starting at the current ATM loca-
tion and ending next to Th at Empty 
Space. 

Behind the new retail lo-
cations will be a hallway in 
“the most under used space in 

MacHall,” said Delaney.
What was once storage, office 

space and janitorial areas will be-
come an additional 200 seats of 
study space with the removal of 
the old That Empty Space.

“Th ere will be a hallway going 
down to an area opening up into 
new open concept seating,” said 
Delaney describing the new layout. 
“To the right the SU will be install-
ing offi  ces on a ‘fl ex basis.’ So if you 
need an offi  ce for the month you 
can book it, or for the day or for the 
week. We also may have some per-
manent offi  ces for Students’ Union 
elections. Th e ATMs will be moved 
from their current position to the 
new hallway, basically the fl ip side 
of where they are now.”

More space for students will be 
found downstairs in what used to 
be the old CJSW offi  ces. Since the 
move to their third fl oor location 
with the rest of Campus Tri-Me-
dia, construction has gone on to 
renovate part of the basement of-
fi ces into club space.

“Th ese spaces down here got to 
be kind of a bonus when CJSW left  
their offi  ces and their studios,” said 
Bolding. “Th e concept for this club 
space is an open concept as op-
posed to our other one with lots of 
little hidey-hole rooms. We’re going 
to ring the exterior walls with lock-
ers for clubs to store their individu-
al materials in, and then tables and 
other furniture can be reconfi gured 
as needed. So we hope it’s well used 
and can serve quite a number of 
clubs.”

Th e new space will allow any of 
over 200 clubs on campus to book 
the area.

Another push for growth is 
the new Th at Empty Space in the 
basement next door to Subway 
in what some students might re-
member as Campus Cove. SU VP 
student life Jennifer Abbott said 
the new event area will be well 
used and expects the increased 
capacity of the area to make book-

ing the space attractive to campus 
groups.

“We keyed up 200,” said Bolding 
on the capacity of the new Empty 
Space. “Th ere’s an offi  cial num-
ber the city is going to give, but it’s 
about double the size of the space 
upstairs. Offi  cially in the old space 
the capacity was 67 people. So we’re 
going to get at least double the ca-
pacity.”

Plans for the space include 
more than just Friday bands, 
hopefully encouraging stu-
dent clubs to book the space 
out for themselves. The new 
Empty Space will have a per-
manent staging area as well as 
removable furniture and a set 
up geared towards sound and 
light for the stage. Bar service 
will also be available for certain 
events near the entrance.

“I think even aft er the design it’s 
going to take a life on of its own,” 
said Bolding. “Just like the old Emp-
ty Space upstairs, places evolve and 
they develop their own character.”

The SU is looking to implement 
sustainable practices in all future 
renovations. These new con-
struction projects include light 
sensors to automatically turn off 
and on.

“We want everything in the 
building on sensors,” said Bolding. 
“We’ve been able to do that every-
where right now but public spaces, 
the food court especially. It’s very 
diffi  cult, but that is the eventual 
goal of the Students’ Union.”

Th e SU is budgeting the renova-
tions at $2.2 million, with most 
of the funds coming from quality 
money, but hopes to come in under 
that amount. 

MacHall renos to fi nish by September

Sydney Stokoe/the Gauntlet  

The old CJSW studios will become new club space this fall.

200 new seats of study 
space in MacHall

2 x the capacity of the old 
That Empty Space

4 new food vendor locations

$2.2 million cost of the total 
renovations



Brent Constantin
News Editor

This week the University of 
Calgary wants you to get 
out of your car and onto a 

bus, bike, or any other means of 
sustainable transportation.

Th e 2010 Commuter Challenge 
is on now until June 5, encouraging 
people across the country to con-
sider alternatives to driving alone to 
work such as walking, cycling, using 
transit or tele-working. Th e week 
long, Canada-wide competition pits 
organizations across the country 
against each other to see who can 
produce the healthiest commuters. 

“Lots of people on campus are al-
ready using sustainable modes of trans-
portation,” said U of C sustainability 
co-ordinator Justin Brown. “We’re just 
trying to get them to log it down.”

Th e Commuter Challenge web-
site allows workplaces to pre-reg-
ister for the event and then, dur-
ing the week, employees record 
their commuting behaviour. Th e 

results, posted daily, show which 
cities and workplaces have the 
highest per cent of participants 
and changes to greenhouse gas 
emissions, calories burned and 
dollars saved on gas based on new 
commuting habits.

Bow Valley College and the U of C
are the only Alberta post-secondary 
institutions taking part in the event, 
allowing students to participate as 
well as staff .

“Th e Students’ Union is partner-
ing with the U of C on this project,” 
said SU vice-president student life 
Jennifer Abbott. “If you sign up 
for commuter challenge, they send 
you an update at the end of each 
day. Last night it said that U of C 
was fourth out of 600 organiza-
tions.”

Brown said it was “too early to 
tell” how the U of C was doing at 
this point in the competition. 

“Hopefully we’ll be able to do 
close to what we did last year. 
That’s our goal.”

In 2009 the university came sec-

ond in the country with 819 people 
taking part in the campaign, nearly 
15 per cent of all employees at the 
school. Nationally, Calgary has also 
seen great success in the program, 
coming in fi rst in 2009, something 
national Commuter Challenge 
leader Kathryn Winkler attributes 
to the corporate culture of the city.

“Even though Calgary and Al-
berta have economies based around 
oil and gas people living here really 
care about the environment and 
are well educated,” said Winkler. 
“Corporations want to do the right 
thing.”

Th e Offi  ce of Sustainability is 
giving away prizes, such as Folk 
Fest tickets and VIP passes to 
MacEwan Hall concerts, to those 
taking part. 

“It’s a formal way to have person-
al transportation choices noted,” 
said Brown. “Participating in events 
like this help to increase the profi le 
of the University of Calgary.”

Winkler said that though the 
program is aimed at businesses and 

employees, the U of C isn’t breaking 
any rules by encouraging students 
to participate because even if they 
don’t work at the school, students 
can still cut back on their commute. 
Her group is also organizing a simi-
lar campus-based challenge aimed 
to launch in September.

Th e history of the Commuter 
Challenge in Calgary goes back to 
1991 when the Corporate Com-
muter Challenge began as an in-

ternal competition at the Alberta 
Energy and Utilities Board. In 
2000, local events from across the 
country were united under the 
Commuter Challenge Canada um-
brella.

In 2009, the Commuter Chal-
lenge logged 44,551 participants 
from 1,636 registered organiza-
tions. 
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The Challenge encourages Calgarians to get out of their cars.

Commuter Challenge returns to U of C

Chancellor makes $1 million donation
Brent Constantin
News Editor

Outgoing University of Calgary 
senate chancellor Joanne Cuthbert-
son and her husband, Board of Gov-
ernors vice-chair Charlie Fischer, 

announced their donation of $1 mil-
lion to the U of C for a new student 
services facility.

Th e Chancellor Cuthbertson Cen-
tre for Student Success will open early 
2011 as part of the Taylor Family Li-
brary. Th e centre aims to provide sev-

eral methods of learning support and 
resources to students, such as research 
skills and assistance with writing. 

“Our intent is for it to be a bright, 
welcoming oasis for students in the 
campus’ new hub,” said Cuthbertson, 
who wants to see U of C students on 
the leading edge of generating innova-
tive concepts and ideas.

Cuthbertson, who graduated from 
the U of C in 1973 with a degree in 
education, has served as chancellor 
at the school since 2006. Her replace-
ment will be elected by the U of C 
senate later in June.

Highlights from SLC

Brent Constantin
News Editor

• SU president Lauren Webber met with U of C provost Alan Harrison who 
said he is interested in having more open communication compared to 
last year with the SU.

• Vice-president academic Alyssa Stacey said that the weekend university 
program, where degrees are available exclusively on Saturdays and eve-
nings classes, is losing funding. “It looks like the program is slowly dying 
off ,” said Stacey. 

• VP operations and fi nance James Delaney said the university is develop-
ing a master plan for MacEwan Student Centre. Th e Graduate Students’ 
Association and the SU have seats on the fi ve-person committee, which 
he said is encouraging. 

• Delaney gave a presentation on the SU’s 2010/2011 budget, which passed 
its fi rst reading and will come back for a second to SLC on June 15.

• VP student life Jennifer Abbott started a new committee to bring together 
major student service areas in order to better communicate their activi-
ties and plans.  

• Abbott said the SU will likely have a mandatory session at Orientation 
Week this year and also hopes that faculty representatives will be allowed 
to speak during their faculty orientations though, she admitted “that’s 
something we’re going to have to lobby for.”

• VP external Hardave Birk met with ward one alderman Dale Hodges and 
ward 12 alderman Ric McIver regarding the SU’s proposal to increase 
secondary suites in Calgary within the vicinity of LRT stations. Both 
politicians were said to support the idea, with mayoral candidate McIver 
promising to post it to his website.

• Birk is also in the midst of co-ordinating a mayoral candidate forum to 
be held at the U of C in September leading up to the municipal election.

Th e Students’ Legislative Council is the highest governing body of the Stu-
dents’ Union, meeting weekly during the school year (and on a reduced schedule 
through spring and summer) to deal with governance, fi nancial matters and 
general issues related to undergraduates at the University of Calgary. Th e SLC is 
made up of the executive cabinet and the elected faculty representatives.

Participants can go to commuterchallenge.ca to log 
their results.

The Gauntlet live tweets all SLC meetings, Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. @GauntletNews.



G A U N T L E T  J U N E  0 3 . 1 0   5s p o r t s Editor: Noah Miller—sports@thegauntlet.ca

Noah Miller
Sports Editor

A University of Calgary Dino rose 
above the sea of university athletes 
when he was awarded the Canadian 
Interuniversity Sport’s top honour. 
Dinos football quarterback Erik 
Glavic was named CIS male athlete of 
the year at this year’s Borden Ladner 
Gervais awards ceremony in April. 

Atop a heap of distinguished 
athletes from 52 CIS universities, 

Glavic became the seventh Dino 
(and fourth Dino male) to receive 
a CIS ‘athlete of the year’ award. 

At the Jack Singer Concert Hall 
in front of about 1,000 people, 
Glavic received the Doug Mitchell 
trophy. Th e annual award, spon-
sored by Borden Ladner Gervais 
Law fi rm, was accompanied by 
a  $10,000 scholarship to pursue 
post-graduate studies. 

Glavic adds this honour to the 
Hec Crighton Trophy — awarded 

to the top CIS football player — 
which he won at the end of the 
2009 season. 

According to an article on 
godinos.com, Glavic, in addition 
to returning to this year’s foot-
ball team, may also don a Dinos 
basketball jersey following the 
2010 football season. 

Glavic’s counterpart, winning the 
CIS Female Athlete of the year award, 
was University of British Columbia’s 
volleyball player Liz Cordonier.

Dino wins top CIS award, male athlete of year
Noah Miller
Sports Editor

Th e University of Calgary has 
tossed in its bid to host three fu-
ture Canadian Interuniversity 
Sport championships. 

According to a May 18 press 
release from Dinos sports infor-
mation director Ben Matchett, the 
Dinos are in the running to host 
national tournaments for women’s 
basketball in 2011–12, men’s hock-

ey in 2013–14 and men’s volleyball 
in 2014–15. 

Th e proposals come in addition 
to the CIS Swimming champion-
ships which the U of C is already 
slated to host in 2011. 

Later this month, the CIS selec-
tion committee will weed through 
34 bids for 13 championships to 
be held between 2011 and 2015. 
Th e committee is expected to an-
nounce successful proposals with-
in 48 hours of making a decision.

Noah Miller
Sports Editor

Four of the University of 
Calgary’s own will join 
the ranks of the Canadian 

senior men’s national volleyball 
teams. 

Seasoned volleyball veteran  
and Dinos alumnus Jeremy Wil-
cox, who played for the Dinos 
from 1996–2000, was named part 
of the national A team.

In addition to Wilcox, Team 
Canada added reigning Canadian 
Interuniversity Sport champions 
Jay Blankenau, Ciaran McGov-
ern and Graham Vigrass to their 
B team roster. All three players 
were considered integral to the 
Dinos’ 2010 national title win.  

There is no question that the 
players are qualified. McGovern 
was given a spot on the Canada 
West All-Star team, Blankenau 
was named part of the All-Tour-

nament team at the CIS champi-
onship and Vigrass, despite ill-
ness last year, bounced back to 
be  awarded MVP at the 2010 CIS 
championships. 

The announcement came from 
Volleyball Canada on May 17 af-
ter a rigorous selection camp in 
Gatineau, Quebec.  

All three current Dinos play-
ers are to return next season, but 
will be focused on intense prac-
tice in the meantime. 

BriefsBriefs

Junk you’ve missed since Winter termJunk you’ve missed since Winter term

U of C in running to host three nationals

Four Dinos selected for Team Canada men’s volleyball team
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Brent Constantin
News Editor

For many, breaking into new so-
cial circles outside of work or school 
can be diffi  cult, but thanks to Mark 
Hopkins and his We Should Know 
Each Other events Calgarians have 

Local artist wants to get to know you

M U S I C I N T E R V I E W

Savannah Hall
Gauntlet Entertainment

Shadrach Kabango — com-
monly known as Shad — is 
making the most of his suc-

cess while still keeping one foot on 
the ground. 

He chalks himself up as being 
“just like everybody,” with a career 
built on a lot of luck. He used his 
winnings from a radio contest to 
fund his fi rst album, and  credits 
himself with just being in the right 
place at the right time.

“Being in this time with the in-
ternet, it’s easier to share your mu-
sic and get your message across. 
My success is based on this time 
and chance,” says Shad.

He’s modest about his work eth-
ic too. It may seem like he is doing 
the near impossible by pursuing a 
music career while completing his 
masters degree in liberal studies, 
but Shad takes it all in stride.

“Music is a priority. I consider it 
work,” he says.  “It’s what I have the 
most to contribute to right now 
and school is something more of 
interest and also something that 
could be useful down the road. I 
like the level of comfort in being 
able to make music, but knowing 
there’s something else out there.”

With a nation as big as Canada, 
it is interesting to see that many   
hip-hop and rap success stories 
are hailing from Ontario — Lon-
don in Shad’s case.

“We are pretty respected all over 
the world as Canadian artists be-
cause the government funding 

has allowed us to do our thing 
and make music that we believe 
in and can be proud of,” Shad ex-
plains. “Th e Toronto music scene 
is uniquely vibrant. So the people 
there are pretty serious about it 
and to even make it on a local level 
you have to be making really, re-
ally good music. Th at prepares us 
to succeed on a national and inter-
national level.”

One can only hope Shad will 
be sticking around the music 
scene for many years to come. 
His unique ability to adapt dif-
ferent genres of music to fi t his 

hip-hop sound may seem new 
to this generation of consumers, 
but Shad’s sound is a product of 
hip-hop’s legacy of reinterpreting 
diff erent genres and bringing it all 
together.

“A basic core, foundation fea-
ture of hip-hop music is that it has 
always been music that is based on 
history, other musical histories, 
and traditions and piecing things 
together that’s kind of unique to 
the artist. Hip-hop artists and fans 
have a built-in history lesson that 
comes with the music. Everybody 
is interested in where samples 

come from, who the artists are and 
it’s cool that way.”

Shad has found success with 
this approach, but he doesn’t take 
that success lightly. Many art-
ists given a chance in the music 
industry have become over-sen-
sationalized, cookie cutter icons 
that focus on the bottom line. 
Shad is not about billboards and 
charts, he just wants to do what 
he loves and relish in the mo-
ment.

“Music with integrity is music 
that is made with intention. Th at 
goes beyond a way to make mon-

ey. Music has integrity if it’s really 
committed to being honest, brave 
and creative and putting those 
above maximizing sales poten-
tial,” he says.“I try to make mu-
sic that is unique to me. If I put 
out a song or album, it’s not so 
much, ‘Is this the best song,’ but 
is this the song that only I would 
make?’ Th at’s what makes the 
music worthwhile, if the music is 
unique to that artist.” 

Shad maintains steady diet of humble pie

an easy and fun avenue to do just 
that. 

Hopkins, a local theatre art-
ist, says since the events began 
over two years ago in his living 
room the makeup of the parties 
has diversifi ed, but the spirit of 
excitement hasn’t changed.

“In the fi rst six months it was 
mostly just my friends,” says Hop-
kins. “But since then we’ve re-
ally seen an explosion in the back-
grounds of people coming down.”

Now at installment 55, the We 
Should Know Each Other parties 
give people the chance to interact 
with strangers they might otherwise 
never meet. Th ere’s no real structure 
to the get-togethers, which take on 
a life of their own depending on the 
makeup of the partygoers.

“It’s an opportunity for people 
to meet each other,” says Hopkins. 
“Not a lot of people have the oppor-
tunity to step outside of their com-
fort zone.”

Th ursday’s special event takes 
place at a new venue, the Cantos 
Music Foundation, home to one of 

the world’s largest keyboard collec-
tion. Th is is the second time Hop-
kins holds the get-together outside  
his house.

“Th is is an opportunity for me to 
step outside of my comfort zone,” 
says Hopkins, who rarely leaves 
downtown. “It’s a way for me to see 
other parts of the city.”

Hopkins wants to continue host-
ing the events away from home to 
let party goers interact with, not just 
new people, but diff erent areas of 
the city. 

“I’m not going to stop doing the 
living room events,” says Hopkins, 
“but I’d love to take them into the 
far south, into the suburbs, and ex-
plore an area of the city I’d otherwise 
never go to.”
see WE SHOULD KNOW EACH OTHER, page 7

courtesy Maplecore

Shad performs Sunday, June 6 at Republik Night 
Club. Tickets can be purchased at 

primeboxoffi ce.com

This is Shad’s homework face. He would rather be making music.



Writer Chuck Thompson has a lot on his mind
b o o k r e v i e w

Andrew Williams
Entertainment Editor

Chuck Th ompson has a 
bone to pick with travel 
writers. He isn’t happy 

with the way the industry has de-
veloped and laments corporate in-
fl uences on travel writing. 

In his book, Smile When You’re 
Lying, he argues that travel writers 
— with a few exceptions — are be-
holden to their corporate owners, 
be it the magazines or publishers 
that they write for, or the resorts 
that they review. Th ompson is 
quick-witted and his argument is 
compelling and well-reasoned.

Th e argument slides into a se-
ries of anecdotes from Th ompson’s 
own travel experience. His narra-
tives trace his travels all around the 
world — from his days as an ESL 
teacher in Japan, to his adventures 
in South America — with each sec-
tion focusing on a diff erent region. 
His fi rst anecdote describes a trip 
to Th ailand where all his money is 
stolen and he is left  stranded on a 
remote island. Clearly Th ompson 
isn’t the typical fl uff y travel writer. 
He recounts story aft er story — 
holding nothing back. 

Some of these sections stand out, 
such as Th ompson’s opinion of the 
Caribbean. He dedicates a whole 

chapter to a philosophical discus-
sion of why exactly he dislikes the 
region, saying it is unpleasant and 
overrated. Witnessing Th ompson 
put his internal struggle into words 
is great. It really lets the reader see 
his perspective on things, and in 
this case it’s refreshing. Addition-
ally, Th ompson’s conclusion is be-
lievable, as the reader followed the 
process he used to reach it.

Another high point of the 
book refl ects his earlier critique. 
Th ompson spends a chapter dis-
cussing  South America as one of 
the most underrated travel desti-
nations in the world in a similar 
soul-searching manner. Th ese sec-
tions are Th ompson at his best. 
Th ey manage to provide the reader 
with a bounty of worthy informa-
tion and at the same time Th om-
spon’s writing remains entertain-
ing and witty.

Th e book then transitions into 
a political diatribe that Th omp-
son levels against the American 
government, travellers and ma-
terialistic culture founded on the 
idea that oil is a never ending 
resource. He makes some good 
points. Like the introduction, his 
arguments are well-reasoned and 
impassioned pleas for change. 
However, they feel out of place. It 
seems as if Th ompson compiled 
two separate books   — one that 
deals with his opinions on travel 

writing, politics and the percep-
tion of foreigners, and the other 
a vehicle for his travel stories, 
that are oft en hilarious and en-
tertaining. Th e dynamic between 
these two subjects is tenuous. 
Th ompson oft en switches from 
anecdote to diatribe and though 
he tries to connect the two 

subjects, he oft en fails. 
At 321 pages, Smile When 

You’re Lying is a little long, slow 
and confusing at times. Th omp-
son tries to do too much, and it 
makes reading his book diffi  cult. 
But when he’s good, he’s great, 
providing valuable insights into 
the world of modern travel.

In the future, Hopkins also 
hopes to also look at new 
themes for the parties, includ-
ing “We Should Know Each 
Other’s Parents” and events 
structured around the upcoming 

municipal election.
“It’s something that I’ve been 

thinking about,” says Hopkins. “I 
want to get the candidates out of 
the town halls and formal speech-
es and maybe just into my living 

room, talking to people.”
Th ough he doesn’t make any 

money hosting the events, Hop-
kins’ passion for connecting peo-
ple will continue as long as the 
guests keep showing up.

“I have a hell of a lot of fun do-
ing it,” says Hopkins.

We Should Know Each Other, continued from page 6

Thursday’s event goes from 4:30–8:00 p.m. at the 
Cantos Music Fouandation. More information about 

the event can be found at 
www.cantos.ca/node/580/

Thompson manages to mention sex tourism more than once.
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