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New president starts it off right

Elizabeth Cannon, the Uni-
versity of Calgary’s presi-
dent as of July 1, started her 

job at a tough time. Th e great re-
cession is still fresh in our minds; 
education costs are rising due to 
a lack of provincial funding; and, 
following the outgoing president 
Harvey Weingarten’s $4.5 million 
pension package, people are see-
ing the president’s salary as a good 
place to start making drastic cuts.

It was refreshing, then, for the 
Board of Directors to post Can-
non’s contract online earlier this 
month, making clear the terms of 
the agreement for public consid-
eration. Regardless of the details 
of the contract and despite that 
such transparency should be the 
standard for a public institution, it 
is laudable that the university ad-
ministration took this step from 
the beginning of Cannon’s term.

Transparency alone won’t suf-
fi ce to dissuade objectors. Th e base 

$430,000 is in keeping with 
standards across Cana-
dian campuses, but 
she will also receive 
another $28,000 a 
year for a car and 
other expenses and 
can make an addi-
tional 20 per cent of 
her base salary de-
pending on her an-
nual performance. 
Th at she and many 
other university 
presidents make 
more than Prime 
Minister Stephen Harper is no-
table given the infl uence each has. 
Critics claim that university pres-
idents fail to produce enough to 
justify their high salary — a pub-
lic institution shouldn’t be paying 
such amounts, especially when 
times are tough.

Th ere are good reasons, how-
ever, to think such costs are jus-
tifi ed. Aft er all, given the amount 
of faculty, staff  and students the 

president is responsible for, 
it is important to fi nd a 

person dedicated to the 
job. Th e president is 
not just the face of the 
university: she plays 
a large role in shap-

ing the future of the 
institution and can 
aff ect its direction 

long aft er she is 
gone. Competi-
tion for people 
with such skill 
is high, so it is 
necessary to 

make the position attractive.
While Cannon has had little 

opportunity to present that direc-
tion, she will soon have to when 
she announces the objectives 
she hopes to meet in the coming 
years. (Th e fulfi llment of these 
goals, which are to be made pub-
lic on the university website, will 
determine Cannon’s annual bo-
nus.) It is probable that a doctor 
of engineering could make signif-

icantly more in the private sector, 
but this, as well as her decision 
to turn down money to pay for a 
house, is a good start to showing 
that she is committed to seeing 
the university succeed rather than 
padding her coff ers.

Within limits, it is useful to 
consider the university as a busi-
ness. Effi  ciency benefi ts any en-
terprise – proper direction is 
fundamental to an organization 
the size of the U of C. Th e diff er-
ence between a university and a 
business is that the former doesn’t 
have profi t as its primary objec-
tive. Rather, providing a worth-
while education to students while 
producing quality research is the 
goal the university should seek. 
It is unavoidable that money will 
be an arbiter in the success of the 
school, but an aff ordable educa-
tion that maintains high stan-
dards is obligatory. Cannon is in 
the position to fulfi ll these goals. 
So long as she does, it will be 
money well spent.

Gauntlet Editorial Board

Increased transparency puts Cannon in a good spot
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“Th e president’s 
salary should be less 
than a million.”
– Muzaff ar Sayeed, 
third-year 
engineering

“I fi nd the salary a 
bit excessive. I think 
$200,000 should be 
fi ne for a profes-
sional.”
– Gabrielle Waddell,
second-year social 
sciences

“About $100,000. 
If the gap between 
[her] and the next 
person is too great 
it could lead to cor-
ruption.”
– Sean Crawford, 
alumnus

“I don’t really have 
an opinion.”
– Chris Dascollas, 
fi rst-year physics

c a m p u s  q u i p sHow much do you think the president of the U of C should make?
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Amy Badry
Gauntlet News

uly 1 marked the fi rst offi  -
cial day on the job for Eliza-
beth Cannon as the eleventh 
president of the University 

of Calgary. Another fi rst is the 
publication of the president’s 
contract which was posted on-
line listing, among other details, 
Cannon’s take-home base salary 
at $430,000.  

The U of C decided to post 
Cannon’s contract on its website 
after the school was heavily criti-
cized by both the public and the 
auditor general last year over for-
mer president Harvey Wiengar-
ten’s pension package. The $4.5 
million package was agreed upon 

in a ‘handshake’ deal in 2001, but 
not added to an updated employ-
ment contract until 2008.

“Th e decision was made to post 
her contract online the day we 
announced her selection as presi-
dent in April,” said U of C media 
relations offi  cer Grady Semmens. 

Semmens explained the con-
tract was made public ”in order 
to be open and transparent.” 

Th is is the fi rst time a U of C 
president’s contract has been post-
ed online.  

Cannon will also receive $16,000 
for a car, a $12,000 executive al-
lowance and potential bonuses of 
up to 20 per cent of her gross sal-
ary each year as president.

External consultant Tower Hud-

son was involved in establishing 
the compensation package.

“Part of the process was to look 
at the compensation for university 
presidents across Canada,” said 
Semmens. 

Cannon’s salary represents an 
average for university presidents 
in the G13 — the 13 largest uni-
versities in Canada. University of 
Alberta president Indira V. Sama-
rasekera is currently the highest 
paid post-secondary executive 
in the country with a base sal-
ary of $479,000 and non-cash 
benefi ts (not including pension) 
of $222,000 which includes her 
home purchased by the universi-
ty. Cannon turned down an off er 
from the U of C for home benefi ts. 

According to Semmens, the U of C
is taking other steps to ensure fi s-
cal goals are fair, balanced and 
transparent. Sessions are being 
held and more are scheduled to 
allow university faculty and stu-
dents to provide input into the 

budgetary process as it unfolds.
 “[Th e U of C] will continue 

communicating the steps that are 
being taken to try to meet some of 
the budgetary challenges the uni-
versity is facing this year and in 
future years,” said Semmens.

U of C makes president’s contract public

Brent Constantin
News Editor

Th e University of Calgary Stu-
dents’ Union has formally with-
drawn its complaint against the 
Campus Pro-Life student group 
in the latest of a series of successes 
for the club over the past several 
months.

“It was the previous Students’ 
Union executive who gave the 
go-ahead to the review board 
to withdraw the complaint,” ex-
plained SU president Lauren Web-
ber. “We stand by their request.”

In November 2008 the U of C 
asked the club to turn in their dis-
plays of graphic images that some 
found off ensive. Aft er the group 
failed to obey, the U of C charged 
several club members with tres-
passing the following February.

In response, SU clubs commit-
tee ended Campus Pro-Life’s status 
as a sanctioned SU club. Th e club 
violated SU policy by violating uni-

versity bylaws, but the clubs com-
mittee failed to specify the specifi c 
bylaws broken.

Legal charges were ultimately 
stayed by the Alberta Crown Pros-
ecutors’ Offi  ce in 2010, followed 
by academic misconduct hearings 
which resulted in warnings from 
the school. 

“Th e complaint was to do with 
them breaking this university poli-
cy that the SU thought was in place, 
which in fact was not in place,” said 
Webber, describing the actions of 
last year’s Students’ Legislative 
Council. 

Campus Pro-Life appealed the 
decision and was given club status 
while the issue was re-evaluated. 

“Now that they’ve withdrawn 
the complaint everything is 
kind of like normal,” said club 
president Alanna Campbell. “It 
means that we don’t have to go 
forward with an appeal and have 
the review board hear it.”

“Word came down that the 

complaint was withdrawn and 
once the party withdraws their 
complaint there’s nothing really 
to review,” said Sarah Makson, 
representative of the SU review 
board. “It’s like a court, you can’t 
force the parties to precede if they 
choose not to.”

Campbell said her group plans 
to continue with the Genocide 
Awareness Project displays that 
have been featured on campus 
since 2006. CPL is in discussion 
with the SU in regards to fi nding an 
alternate location, possibly within 
MacHall. 

“Our intent moving forward is 
to treat Campus Pro-Life in a fair 
and reasonable manner and work 
with them to mend relations be-
cause I know they’re tense right 
now,” said Webber. “We worked 
peacefully with them for the fi rst 
10 years and I hope we can go back 
to that again.”

Th e SU is reviewing club bylaws 
as part of their governance review.

SU withdraws Pro-Life Club complaint

Brent Constantin
News Editor

with fi les from Emily Ask

With only a few days left before 
Bike Root will be forced to leave 
their current location in Murray 
Fraser Hall, the bicycle advocacy 
group’s prospects for a new per-
manent home look bleak.

Due to the end of quadrangle 
construction, the university notifi ed 
Bike Root in June that they would be 
reclaiming the currently inaccessible 
loading dock where the group runs 
their shop and operations. 

Bike Root met with U of C 

campus planning July 22 to dis-
cuss the potential for alternative 
space.

“In the short term there is 
very little for us at the U of C,” 
said volunteer Robbie Williams. 
“Short term we are definitely 
without a shop space and the bike 
library won’t be operating for the 
next coming months at least.” 

Bike Root received a quality 
money grant from the Students’ 
Union that must be repaid if it is 
not used for the original purpose. 
They hope to obtain an extension 
on the rule due to circumstances 
surrounding the move.

Bike Root Update

Chris Pedersen /the Gauntlet 

New U of C president Elizabeth Cannon began July 1.

J
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Street Talk stops talking
Amy Badry
Gauntlet News

Street Talk, a local street paper 
that raised awareness about issues 
of poverty and homelessness, pub-
lished its last paper this month.

For the past 15 years, Street Talk 
was sold around the city by ven-
dors experiencing poverty and 
homelessness. Selling the paper 
gave vendors a way to supplement 
their income while enhancing skill 
sets and self esteem. 

“It gives me a change to inter-
act with people, meet new people, 

be my own boss and a chance to 
write,” said Robert Champion, a 
Street Talk vendor.

Th e paper was funded and pub-
lished by the Calgary Urban Proj-
ects Society, a non-profi t organiza-
tion that addresses the root causes 
of poverty.  

With CUPS no longer able to 
fund Street Talk, other agencies 
around the city were approached 
to see if they would take over, but 
none were interested. 

“It is plain harder to sell a news-
paper in this day and age,” said 
Ken Price, editor of Street Talk. 
“We have way less vendors than we 
used to so it is just not helping as 
many people.”

“I have regular customers and a 
sense of community surrounding 
me here,” said vendor “Saint Pete”  
who came to Calgary in 1995 and 
has been selling Street Talk on 17th 
Ave. since the paper began.

Not entirely sure what his next 
step will be once Street Talk is gone, 
Saint Pete hopes to fi nd something 
else to sell. 

“CUPS has several other initia-
tives to help people out,” explained 
Price, who said he is personally 
meeting with vendors to help them 
with the transition.  

One of those new program 
is the Craft  Cooperative, which 
helps the poor by teaching them 
skills to make craft s and start 
their own businesses.  From there, 
they can sell their goods at the 

farmers market and other loca-
tions around the city.

“I’m nullifi ed about the whole 
thing, I don’t know what to think,” 
said Champion. “I don’t know 
what I will do next. See what 
comes along, that’s all you can do.”

Champion enjoyed talking to his 
customers and getting to know the 
other vendors. 

“Th e whole idea of the paper was 
a stepping stone … but there is not 
much of a community left  here.”

Many customers are also sad-
dened that Street Talk has pub-
lished its last issue.

Sarah Cicchine, a Street Talk 
reader and one of Champion’s reg-
ular customers, said she learned a 
lot about what was happening in 
the community.

“It is sad the paper is ending be-
cause it is people’s livelihood,” Cic-
chine said. “It is like they are up a 
creek with no paddle,” 

Cicchine felt the paper was im-
portant to the community and 
a good way to identify with the 
people writing articles and sto-
ries in the paper.

“Street Talk is one of the very 
few means where someone can 
just approach someone on the 
street and learn more about their 
life,” said Price. “Once Street Talk 
is gone, that avenue is going to be 
gone.”

“I hope something comes up 
were those bridges can be built 
again,” said Price.

Brent Constantin
News Editor

Affordable housing is always 
an important issue for students in 
the city and a new initiative from 
the Calgary Seniors’ Resource 
Society looks to ease the problem 
with a unique partnership.

A new program called Calgary 
Homeshare launches this fall and 
hopes to match students with se-
niors in the community to both 
alleviate rent for those taking 
classes and assist elderly hom-
eowners.

Program manager Sandra Rhe-
ad said Homeshare would draw 
from a pool of senior homeown-
ers looking for a roommate and a 
pool of adult students interested 
in residing with a senior. The 
two would be matched based on 
needs and compatibility, then 
introduced to decide for them-
selves if the arrangement would 
work.

“There’s benefits to each party 
and that’s the real plus with this 
program,” said Rhead. “The ho-
meowner should experience re-
duced costs of living and secure 
the support they may be inter-
ested in while the home seeker is 
accessing affordable accommo-
dation in an area that might not 

have been otherwise available.”
In the initial stages of the pro-

gram Rhead assembled a group 
of representatives from both se-
nior and student communities, 
including the University of Cal-
gary.

“I think it’s a unique program,” 
said Students’ Union vice-presi-
dent student life Jennifer Ab-
bott, who sits on the program 
committee. “It gives students 
affordable housing and seniors 
too. I don’t see why it couldn’t 
work here.”

Security is a major concern 
for the initiative with both par-
ties subject to a screening process 
and students providing referenc-
es. 

“In the Homeshare situation 
there isn’t rent,” said Rhead. “In-
stead the student will be contrib-
uting to the cost of living in their 
shared arrangement.”

In exchange for free lodgings 
the students might assist the se-
niors with household tasks or 
in other ways agreed upon in an 
established contract. Students do 
not need to have any sort of care-
giver or medical background to 
participate in the program.

Calgary Homeshare 
program unites students 
and seniors with housing

Brent Constantin
News Editor

The campus ID card is used 
for everything from secu-
rity identification to gym 

access, but the University of Cal-
gary plans to expand the system 
even further.

Though the timeline for the 
whole project spans several 
years, the school plans to im-
prove the printing interface 
and replace traditional payment 
methods at more vendors with 
the card.

“Th ey sort of had this vision of 
a cash-free campus eventually,” 
said Students’ Union vice-presi-
dent operations and fi nance James 
Delaney, who is working with the 
university on the project.

“We want to make it more user-
friendly and easier to use,” said 
U of C business manager for resi-
dence and ancillary Trevor Rem-
pel. “We’re also really looking at 
all the different things we can do 
with the card.”

Rempel said students pay sev-
eral hundred thousand dollars 
for laundry every year using a 
different card. In order to sim-
plify the process and reduce the 
number of cards a student needs 
to carry around at the U of C, 
the school may add this system, 
and others, onto the campus 
ONEcard. Some of those other 
cards include debit and credit by 
bringing the ID payment system 
into the MacHall food court.

Rempel said only a “select set” of 
vendors currently accept the card. 

“We’d like to see more third-
party vendors, maybe in the food 
court downstairs or maybe even 
off campus,” he said.

With no signature required or 
pin to punch in, the cards are 
faster than traditional forms of 
payment. The university found 
it took half the time to pay with 
the ID card compared with debit 
or credit. 

Rempel said the U of C MacH-
all food court is unique. Most 
other schools are affiliated with 
the majority or all of their ven-
dors while most MacHall ven-
dors are independent. This 
makes negotiating with vendors 
to add the ONEcard system a 
slow process.

The card currently carries a 
3.25 per cent service charge, 

which goes partly toward the 
company that administers the 
card. 

“If there’s a 3.25 per cent ser-
vice charge either the student 
eats that right away from the 
amount that’s added on top or 
the vendor pays for it,” said Del-
aney. “But in the long run the 
vendor’s going to raise prices. 
One way or the other students 
are going to be paying for that 
service charge I feel.”

“There’s costs associated with 
it the same way a vendor sees 
costs associated with accepting 
debit or Visa or any of those,” 
said Rempel. “The advantage is 
that we already have to have a 
system like this to do things like 
student printing and meal plans 
that debit and credit can’t cover, 

so can we take that system and 
extend it to students in other 
ways.”

Rempel said the expanded sys-
tem is all about convenience for 
students — quicker transactions 
will cut down on long lines and 
waits for service.

While the ONEcard expansion 
program is in the planning phase 
the university and the SU will 
work together to see if this sys-
tem might be extended to MacH-
all tenants and students in a way 
that benefits both parties.

“They’re business people, 
they’re going to see the problems 
with it right away,” said Delaney, 
of the vendors. “If it’s shown that 
costs do occur to students I’m 
fairly confident that they won’t 
go for the program.”

ONEcard looks at expansion in MacHall

More information and sample applications can be 
found online at calgaryseniors.org.
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Plastic baggage carries high costs

Eating ethically is neither cheap nor easy

Noah Miller
Sports Editor

Calgary shoppers continue 
to express their agitation 
and anger over recent ef-

forts by retailers of every shape 
and size to charge for plastic bags 
in an attempt to curb the 900 mil-
lion bags dished out to Albertans 
annually. 

Few Calgarians have to look 
further than their local store to 
witness a cashier informing a 
customer that they will now be 
charged for plastic bags met with 
an angry outburst that escalates to 
a middle-aged hissy fi t. In many 
instances, an irritated customer 
pays the fee, grumbling, or walks 
out without purchasing anything 

to “prove a point.”
Th e frustration is — to some 

degree — understandable in that 
plastic bags used to be compli-
mentary when purchasing a store’s 
products. Th ey are furthermore 
cheap to produce and can serve 
to keep products protected. But 
what point are these people try-
ing to prove by demanding the 
honouring of an outdated and 
environmentally damaging con-
vention?

It is no secret that plastic bags 
require decades to break down 
into plastic dust, are made of non-
renewable resources such as petro-
leum and contaminate the natural 
environment, threatening wildlife. 
Considering the long-term eff ects 
the true cost of a plastic bag ex-

tends well beyond fi ve or 10 cents.
Sure, one could argue that it’s 

up to the companies to invest in 
biodegradable bags, that they owe 
it to their loyal customers to pro-
duce a neat and free package that 
works for everyone. Another op-
tion would be for companies to 
reward people for not using plastic 
through an incentive program such 
as giving people a nickel off  their 
groceries for bringing their own 
bags. By far the simplest of solu-
tions would be for each and every 
individual to take responsibility for 
carrying their own reusable bag 
that will probably cost them — and 
the environment — less in the long 
run.

Lastly, it seems lost on a lot of 
people that the average Jon or Jane 

at the cash register is simply relay-
ing a company’s policy and is not 
on an executive board, making 
direction-changing decisions. Th e 
solution is simple: get a reusable 

Jaya Dixit
Gauntlet Opinions

Many an elder have argued that 
the best way to watch what you 
eat is by making it yourself. With 
the recent and prolifi c reactions to 
ethical eating discourse, however, 
it seems that perhaps the best way 
to watch what you eat is to grow it 
yourself as well.

Once upon a time, food con-
sumption was as simple as scoop-
ing up whatever Old MacDonald 
was selling at the market. But today, 
in the bounty of local, organic, tra-
ditional, conventional and import-
ed markets, being a conscientious 
consumer is more challenging than 
ever. It is nearly impossible to eat 
organically grown foods that are 
free of pesticides, support local 
growers, reward the ethical treat-
ment of humans and non-humans, 
promote sustainable agriculture, 
partake in the best imported fare 
available and participate in fairly-
traded and global agricultural 
practices, all while ensuring that we 
have at least a few historical Cana-
dian faces remaining in our wallets 
smiling back at us. In this game of 
choosing the “best” foods, each of 
us are required to line up our mul-
tiple consciences and see which 
prevails.

From among these many mar-
kets within which most of us par-
ticipate (largely with some degree 
of overlap), it merits noting that 
aside from the previous histori-
cal calls to vegetarianism, perhaps 
none of these alternatives to con-
ventionally farmed foods has fos-

tered as much support or success 
as the organic food movement. 
However, it is crucial to consider 
that certifi ed organic food — while 
appealing to the health conscience 
of any individual who wants to 
consume foods grown without the 
use of chemicals — does not aff ect 
how workers are treated, nor does 
it guarantee a lesser carbon foot-
print. Companies such as Stony-
fi eld Farm import some of their in-
gredients for fruit yogurts from as 
far as New Zealand. Th is is a con-
sequence of the growing demand 
for sometimes diffi  cult-to-grow 
ingredients that are used in organic 
food products. 

Th e distinction between food 
and food products is critical, as it 
underlies the confl ict of the en-
vironmental strain of the organic 
paradigm: by purchasing products 
made with organic foods, we are 
not conducting an exercise in de-
creased consumption but rather are 
fueling a whole new industry that 
relies heavily on fuel, packaging 
and many of the same conditions 
which are addressed as grievances 
with existing food systems. 

A cursory look at this dilemma 
reminds us that, as a reaction to 
conventional, mass-scale farming, 
the organic food movement suff ers 
the contradiction of being both a 
method of the past and a promise 
for the future. Organically grown 
foods and food products are seduc-
tive to the (oft en wealthy) slice of 
North American society for whom 
they are a priority, but this ever-
growing group of consumers is de-
manding a return to pre-industrial 

style farming on a post-industrial 
scale of demand. Many scholars 
and experts have presented sus-
tainability models, suggesting that 
the organic food movement can in-
deed service the food requirements 
of the developed world, but the ma-
jority of these models rest on the as-
sumptions that the organic market 
share is a privilege for the wealthier 
states of the Global South. 

While many communities in the 
developing world are still maintain-
ing their original (what we would 
term “organic”) means of produc-
tion, it is not entirely unlikely to an-
ticipate that these crops could very 
well become the imported stuff  to 
service the demand of developing 
countries. It is at this juncture (or 
ideally, prior to reaching it) that 
many of us will have to ask wheth-
er, in encouraging more and more 
people to transition to this organic 
market, we have created the sort of 
alienating experience in stores that 
was fi rst made familiar through 
mass-produced conventional fare. 

While it is true that overlooking 
the eff orts of growers and produc-
ers in other countries in favour of 
supporting only those within our 
own communities may present a 
racist, nationalistic thread within 
food politics and ethics, it is also 
true that it is very nearly impossible 
to cover all of one’s bases simply by 
choosing local and organic foods. 
Organic certifi cation is itself diffi  -
cult and expensive to acquire, but 
markets for locally produced foods 
oft en facilitate discussions between 
consumers and farmers in which 
buyers can learn that though farm-

ers may not be certifi ed, they some-
times adhere to most of the tenets 
of organic practice.

Regardless of your position, one 
consideration is essential: in this era 
of ethical eating where the grocery 
store check out becomes a locale 
for judgment and moral exercise, 
the key is to know your position. 
In knowing which issues among 
the many are the most signifi cant 
in your basket of consciences, it is 

much simpler to assess where you 
feel most comfortable putting your 
money where your mouth is. 

Better yet, if it seems impossible 
to win at pleasing them all, sate 
your consciences by growing a few 
of your own crops in a community 
garden, your backyard or even on 
your windowsill. Not only will you 
partake in delicious and fresh spoils 
but you may just gain immense re-
spect for the hands that feed you.

bag and stop taking out your frus-
trations on people who have little 
to no control over these policies. 
Th e only thing this action proves is 
ignorance and immaturity.
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Chris Gheran describes him-
self as a “hard folk” musi-
cian. It seems like a strange 

distinction to make, but once you 
hear his music, it makes sense. Th e 
infl uences of old-school folk musi-
cians like Woodie Guthrie and Bob 
Dylan resonate in his insightful lyr-
ics and meaningful music.

“It’s funny, because both my par-
ents are executive white-collar,” he 
says. “But I left  school early to just 
play music and I did a lot of drugs 
and worked a bunch of shitty jobs, 
so I’m lower class than my family. I 
don’t mind it, it’s nice. Th e guys I lis-
ten to, like Woodie Guthrie, they’re 
working guys. It makes sense.”

Gheran perceives a widening gap 
between this particular brand of folk 
and newer, more modern folk. 

“When I played on CJSW the other 

day with Honeybear, I didn’t want to 
say it, because I didn’t know if he’d 
be insulted and I don’t mean it as an 
insult, but I consider myself old-style 
folk and he’s new folk,” Gheran says. 
“I’m just with my guitar, singing 
about the working class.”

Th e working class has long been a 
favourite subject of folk musicians, 
and Gheran furthered his eff orts to 
uphold this tradition with the re-
lease of his latest single. Th e song 
— simply called “Calgary” — takes 
shots at everything from the transit 
system, to the Calgary Tower, to the 
city’s “fat cats.”

Th is is quite a departure from his 
last full length album, Coup D’état, 
that chronicles war and combat sto-
ries from WWI up to the ongoing war 
in Afghanistan. 

“It was a concept album —  Coup 
D’état. I thought of it as the over-
throw of the Calgary music scene. 
I want to take it over. I’m just one 

dude. Forget this hard-rock metal 
stuff . Folk! It seems to be working 
right?” he says. “Folk is becoming 
a mainstay for a lot of bands these 
days. Th ere’s a lot of banjos hanging 
around.”

Gheran brought his hard folk and 
sense of humour to the Calgary Folk 
Musical Festival last weekend, per-
forming concerts and workshops. 
He readily admitted that it was the 
largest festival he has played to date 
and his excitement was palatable. 

“I’ve just discovered some good 
people. Local guys like Sunparlor 
Players — I just fucking love them 
now. And Axis of Conversations . . . 
so Radioheady. I was just thinking 
‘What the hell, how come I’ve never 
heard them before?’ ”

Gheran is now working on his 
next full-length album, which is 
currently named aft er his aforemen-
tioned single, “Calgary.”

Andy Williams
Entertainment Editor

Calgary gets a bad rap on the 
cultural front. Despite being the 
fi ft h-largest metropolis in the 

country, touring musicians oft en 
skip the city in favour of the greener 
pastures of Canadian cultural jug-
gernauts Vancouver, Montreal and 
Toronto. Critics also frequently 
posit that the infamous boom-town 

economy of Calgary has left  the city 
devoid of any kind of arts scene. It’s 
with this criticism in mind that Jor-
dan Klassen’s perspective becomes 
so refreshing.

“I kind of split my time between 
Vancouver and Calgary. Vancouver, 
it’s a great city, but I feel like it’s just a 
little more daunting. Calgary is just 
a community of musicians who re-
ally want to support each other,” he 
explains. “When I fi rst started out, I 
emailed Laura Lief, who plays in a 
few diff erent bands, and I just said, 
‘Hey, can you give me a hand? I’m 
just starting out.’ And she set up 
some things for me.”

Klassen has only been producing 
music under his folk moniker for 
fi ve years and one album, Tempest 
and Winter, under his belt, but has 
no diffi  culty discussing his intimate 
approach.

“I’m not the type of guy who real-
ly sits down, and like, a song pours 
out of him. Th ere’s a lot of work 
involved and I need a concept,” he 
says. “I’m trying to subtly work my 
way through the four seasons. So, 
the fi rst record was winter in its pro-

duction and kind of a winter of the 
soul, emotionally. I had a few songs 
that were in between, so the new EP 
is really about the transition.”

For those who immediately asso-
ciate the transition from winter to 
summer as one from dark to light, 
Klassen disagrees. His idea for the 
transition mirrors the spring thaw 
that sees the Bow River devour its 
banks. 

“In the winter everything’s pretty 
hard and you’re in a rut and not 
budging. But then it starts to melt 
. . . I don’t know, it’s kind of sad. 
You have to deal with some of those 
things that you didn’t want to deal 
with all that time. It’s good, but it’s 
sad.”

Sadness aside, Klassen’s music 
can still win a crowd over. His per-
formance at a Folk Fest workshop 
with Jon and Roy, e.s.l. and J.R. 
Shore was riveting. It wasn’t long 
before the crowd was committed to 
Klassen’s eff orts.

“For me, I have these songs, they 
are recorded and the way I want 
them. So live shows are about how 
we can present them in the most ac-

curate and exuberant way on stage. 
Something that is really interesting 
for people to watch and to connect 
to the music too. Th e live music is a 
new project in itself.”

Klassen starts touring Western 
Canada in August, but quickly as-
sured he would return. 

“Calgary is my musical home, 
and it always will be.”

Klassen calls Calgary home despite the hard winters

Military buff/folk musician takes shots at Calgary

Ken Clarke/the Gauntlet

Ken Clarke/the Gauntlet

Gheran admist his laundry list of complaints.

Gauntlet Folk Fest Wrap-Up
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Aaron Meyer does things 
backwards. In a city that 
thousands fl ock to with 

aspirations of fi nding work in oil 
and gas, Meyer fi nds himself in 
Calgary without job prospects. 
Yet when he’s not jamming with 
friends here, he spends his time 
in the birthplace of grunge rock 
not playing music. Instead, the 
Washington native divides his 
time working south of the border 
and playing music with friends in 
Calgary. 

Under the moniker Honeybear, 
Meyer says he’s made Calgary his 
musical home because around 
here, everyone has to work to-
gether if they want to make music.

“If I hadn’t come to Calgary, I 
don’t know if I’d even be doing 
music,” says the musician. “I grew 
up [in Olympia] and there’s a re-
ally thriving scene there but I just 

never really felt comfortable. It 
seems like Olympia is really into 
the idea of how cool Olympia is.”

But in a city that isn’t known for 
its art scene, Meyer feels the cre-
ative community is more ground-
ed.

“Calgary is a city that I think 
doesn’t really value the arts that 
much and I think it’s that struggle 
really drives the arts community,” 
says Meyer. “Music isn’t going to 
happen [in Calgary] unless there’s 
a handful of people forcing it to 
happen. Th at makes people really 
passionate about what they’re do-
ing because it takes a lot of work 
and a lot of heart. You’ve got to 
make it happen and I think that 
makes great art.”

Meyer feels it’s because of Cal-
gary’s smaller music scene that it 
does a better job fostering growth.

“We’re getting as many good 
bands out of Calgary and a lot of 
them are much better than what’s 
coming out of Olympia, out of a 

much smaller pool because every-
body is helping each other make it 
happen,” Meyer says.

While Honeybear has started 
to gain traction, Meyer notes he 
hadn’t played too many shows 
before getting the gig at the Folk 
Fest.

“I’ve barely even done any 
shows in proper venues,” Meyer 
says. “I toured up here from Cali-
fornia . . . and fi gured I’d get some 
practice on my way up. Th at was 
the fi rst time I used the set-up that 
I have, the fi rst real tour that I’ve 
done. Th e biggest thing I ever did 
was I played a show at the Soda 
once.”

In stark contrast, the shows 
Meyer played at the Folk Fest 
drew much larger crowds, as he 
shared the stage with the likes of 
Stars and Library Voices.

“I just fi nished my last set and I 
feel a little bit bummed that I don’t 
get to play again,” Meyer said of 
his experience at the festival.

Christian Louden
Gauntlet Entertainment

While some people sip on gin 
and juice, Dojo Workhorse prefer 
whiskey and OJ. Passing a fl ask 
around on a warm summer aft er-
noon along the Bow River, front-
man Dan Vacon and drummer 
Scott Ross discuss the band that is 
oft en overshadowed by their bet-
ter-known group, Th e Dudes.

Dojo Workhorse is anything but 
a side project, Ross says. While 
there is crossover between the two 
projects, Vacon and Ross agreed 
they take both bands just as seri-
ously, even though neither went 
out of their way to point it out.

“It’s just kinda how it happened, 
one kind of spread more than 
the other,” Vacon explains. 

“Dojo was kind of hard to get out 
on the road for a while, but now 
the ducks are lining up and it was 
just fi nding the right people to be 
able to present the music properly,” 
Ross adds. “You don’t want to con-
sider anything a side project be-
cause you’ll be pretty embarrassed 
when the other one takes off  and 

leaves the other ones in the dust.”
If their shows are any indica-

tion, the band has indeed found 
the right combination, drawing 
crowds in bars and booking dates 
at music festivals across the coun-
try with the sweet sounds of Va-
con’s voice next to a diverse range 
of instruments including a cello 
and a synthesizer.

Th e band has hit a few festivals 
this summer, but speak highly of 
Calgary’s Folk Festival. Th ey men-
tion that musicians are kept com-
fortable with massages and have 
access to a private beer garden.

“I’ve had two massages already 
and I’m gonna get two more to-
morrow,” Ross says.

But massages and private beer 
gardens don’t count for everything. 
Vacon mentions the Mukwah 
Jamboree, a much smaller festival 
the band will play in August, has 
been a lot of fun to attend in the 
past as an audience member.

“It’s just straight up party camp-
ing, and there’s a big clearing where 
they built a stage,” Ross says.

“I just took my guitar and went 
from campfi re to campfi re — it’s 
kind of like [Folk Fest’s workshops] 
with little collaborations,” Vacon 
adds.

When touring from one fes-
tival or gig to another, the band 
fi nd themselves playing games like 
Would You Rather or keep each 
other entertained with facts gleaned 
from an iPhone application. 

“Dan’s been going ape shit with 

this iPhone thing and he likes to 
tell us facts,” Ross says. 

One fact Vacon clearly remem-
bers was about the Mexican Molly, 
the only fi sh that wears a mous-
tache.

“Th ey were doing some stud-
ies recently and they found out 
the girl fi sh, without the mous-
tache, found the fi sh with the big-
ger moustaches more attractive 
and would get it on with them,” 
Vacon explains. “So it’s not just 
human ladies that are in to the 
’stache.”

Yes, that ukulele is plugged in.

Christian Louden/the Gauntlet

Dojo Workhorse more than just a couple of Dudes

Honeybear fi nds his hive

Ken Clarke/the Gauntlet

Dojo Workhorse strut their stuff at Folk Fest.



Shaw to broadcast Canada West Football
Noah Miller 
Sports Editor

Th anks to a new agreement be-
tween Shaw Communications and 
the Canada West University Athlet-
ic Association, Canada West foot-
ball action will be televised live for 
the next two seasons.

Shaw is slated to broadcast six con-
ference season games, giving each of 
the six Canada West teams a shot at 
the spotlight. Shaw will also broad-

cast a semifi nal contest on Saturday, 
November 6 and the Hardy Cup fi nal 
on Saturday, November 13.   

“We are pleased to renew our 
partnership with Shaw for another 
two years,” said Canada West ex-
ecutive director Val Schneider, who 
mentioned that Shaw’s coverage 
gives Canada West exposure and 
stimulates interest in CW football.

Of the six games scheduled to be 
aired, U of C fans can look forward 
to at least two broadcasted appear-

ances by the Dinos. Th e opening 
week features a Saturday, Sept. 4 
match-up between the two-time 
Hardy Cup champion Dinos and 
the University of Saskatchewan 
Huskies at McMahon Stadium. 
Kickoff  for the opener is set for 7:00 
p.m. Th e heavyweights meet again 
for a televised rematch on Friday, 
October 15. 

A complete list of games to be 
broadcast during the 2010 season 
is available on canadawest.org.

Noah Miller 
Sports Editor

A new face will join Danielle 
Goyette behind the bench 
of the University of Cal-

gary Dinos women’s ice hockey 
team next season. Along with un-
veiling next year’s recruiting class 
last month, Goyette announced 
the addition of former teammate 
Kelly Bechard to the Dinos wom-
en’s hockey coaching staff . 

Bechard has strong ties to the 
U of C. She played on the fi rst 
Dinos women’s hockey team dur-
ing the 1997–98 season where she 
won a spot on the Canadian In-
teruniversity Sport All-Canadian 

team and the U of C Award of 
Merit. She graduated from the 
U of C with a bachelor of com-
merce. 

Bechard’s list of qualifica-
tions continues long after her 
ties to the university. Bechard 
went on to play multiple sea-
sons in the Western Women’s 
Hockey League with Calgary 
Oval X-Treme and then the Na-
tional Women’s Hockey League’s 
Brampton Thunder and Missis-

sagua Aeros. Bechard also played 
with Goyette on the Canadian 
national team for several years 
through four world champion-
ships. Perhaps most impressively, 
she also formed part of the 2002 
Salt Lake City women’s squad 
that took home gold in the Win-
ter Olympics. 

Th e Dinos’—and Bechard’s—
season begins on the road when 
they face the University of Regina 
Cougars on Friday, October 8.

s p o r t s
Another Olympian joins Dinos coaching staff

Christian Louden
Gauntlet Entertainment

Musician Shane Ghost-
keeper got his start 
when friend and 

singer Cindy Scott “duped” him 
into playing at a festival aft er 
showing him around backstage 
before one of her shows. She had
convinced him to bring his 
guitar as a back up in case she 
broke a string during her perfor-
mance.

Aft er playing a few songs, 
Ghostkeeper says Scott promised 
her audience a special treat from 
the far north — a young Métis 
musician named Shane Ghost-
keeper was going to play a few 
songs.

“I was just stunned because 
I’d never even been on a stage, 
never played with a mic or a PA 
or anything like that,” Ghost-
keeper recalls. “She walks off  
[the stage] and me and Sarah are 
just shocked and staring at each 
other, and then she says, ‘Hey, 

what are you doing? Get your ass 
up there! Th e crowd’s waiting for 
you, I just introduced you!’ ”

Ghostkeeper says getting 
tricked by his friend was the best 
tactic she could have used to get 
him out there.

“So I grabbed my guitar and 
put it on, and walked out and 
kept my eyes on my feet,” he 

says. “I was so fucking nervous I 
was shaking. I remember coming 
out laughing, looking at Cindy, 
shaking my head. I’d never been 
duped like that before in my life. 
Ever since then, I made the deci-
sion that that’s what I wanted to 
do.”

When he’s not getting tricked 
into performing in front of thou-

sands of people, Ghostkeeper 
works long hours as an arbourist 
and points to the physical labour 
as the key to staying fresh when 
the band isn’t fi lling the air with 
music.

“It’s hard work, but it keeps me 
strong and healthy, and it’s defi -
nitely a big part of my creative 
process,” Ghostkeeper explains. 
“I tried taking a month off  last 
year to focus on music . . . and 
my brain was mush from not do-
ing any physical work. And the 
karma — taking care of the trees 
is good for the karma and good 
for the creativity.”

Th e band made it on the long-
list of Polaris Prize nominees for 
their self-titled album released 
earlier this year and Ghostkeeper 
couldn’t imagine doing anything 
else.

“We’re really dedicated to our 
artistic evolution and agenda. 
We’re going to be doing our own 
thing regardless, but it’s defi nite-
ly nice to know the critics and 
journalists are behind us.”

courtesy Jared Sych

Shane Ghostkeeper in costume, hiding from Cindy Scott.

Ghostkeeper haunted by fi rst live show
Calgary musician tricked into playing his fi rst performance
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