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U of C in race to the bottom

The U of C failed to place in 
the top 200 in the Times 
Higher Education list of 

the world’s top universities, an an-
nual ranking that has undergone 
some revisions for this year. Th e 
U of C, which placed 170th in 
2008 and 149th in 2009, seemed 
to be holding strong. Th e new 
results don’t phase provost Alan 
Harrison though, who stated that 
they are unimportant to university 
administration. While there are 
surely problems with any type of 
ranking, Harrison’s comments are 
disappointingly defeatist.

Th e list is one of the most popu-
lar world rankings, published for 
the past seven years. With a newly 
revamped methodology, the list 
claims to represent a new level of 
sophistication. Th e Times part-
nered with data provider Th om-
son Reuters for the fi rst time to 
broaden their approach, as well 
as adjust the weight criteria are 
given. Second, by lowering the 
weight of factors like reputation, 
the list is meant to more accu-
rately depict the performance of 
schools. Th e factors used this year 
are broken into fi ve categories: 
teaching (30 per cent), research 
(30 per cent), citations (32.5 per 
cent), industry income (a measure 
of innovation, 2.5 per cent) and 
the international mix of staff  and 
students (5 per cent).

Surprises abounded. While 
Canadian heavyweights like the 

University of Toronto and Mc-
Gill placed highly, schools of-
ten considered on par with the 
U of C, like the University of Vic-
toria and McMaster, made the 
top 200. Much eff ort goes into 

justifying these 
types of lists and a 
similar amount goes into 
shouting them down. Th e 
U of C’s approach, which has 
been to discredit the rank-
ing, sounds like poor losing.

Rankings such as these 
serve two important func-
tions. First, the best of them 
quantify in a transparent 
way some of the criteria that 
should be necessary in a great 
university. Of course, diff erent 
schools have diff erent goals so 
each will decide to spend the mon-
ey they have available in varied 
ways. It is idle to deny that any of 
the factors are unimportant, how-
ever. Calling these traits important 
is not the same thing as accurately 

measuring them, but if the U of C 
feels it has been misrepresented it 
is worth their time to point out in 
what way, rather than dismissing 
the ranking altogether.

Th e second function is an obvi-

ous one: it shows the international 
community where diff erent schools 
are placed. Harrison rightly notes 
that this year’s performance is un-
likely to change enrollment. Yet if 
the quantitative factors such as the 
professor to student ratio and the 
number of papers published are 

going down compared to other 
universities, this should be a cause 
for concern. It need not refl ect so 
poorly on administration. Aft er 
all, with a tightening budget it is 
surely a diffi  cult time to produce 
research. Th e majority of research 
money comes from provincial and 
federal funding though, so can 
our poor performance not serve as 
a call to arms? Besides, compared 
to other countries Canada has 
weathered the economic reces-
sion quite well. Admitting that the 
university has work to do with the 
help of the provincial government 
shows responsibility.

Th ere is a cautionary tale in all 
this, however. University of Al-
berta president Indira Samarase-
kera made it a goal for the U of A 
to be among the top 20 research 
universities by 2020. Without clear 
measurements, critics will rely on 
rankings such as the Times’s to de-
cide if that goal is fulfi lled. Rank-
ing goals are unnecessary to be a 
successful institution. Yet clear, 
quantitative and motivating goals 
are still necessary. Th e campus 
community needs to know that ad-
ministration does have something 
in mind for its future and that it 
is working to better itself. A bet-
ter time to realize this goal could 
not be at hand. If it also happens to 
increase our rank in the world, it 
won’t do any harm.

. . Th e Gauntlet Editorial Board

Rankings aren’t everything, but they do count for something



n e w sEditor: Brent Constantin—news@thegauntlet.ca
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c a m p u s  q u i p sWhy do you think having student clubs on campus is important?

“To get people more 
involved and out of 
their boxes.”
– Natasha 
Wengrowich, third-
year marketing

“Clubs give students 
access to what they 
want to do.”
– Jerad Johnson, 
third-year law and 
society

“To meet people 
with similar inter-
ests.”
– Adam Zelmer, 
third-year law

“Th ey supplement 
what we learn in 
class.”
– Zain Jinnah, 
second-year 
international 
relations

Interviews: Jeff Spooner, Photographs: Miguel Morales

Annie Wang
Gauntlet News

The new Student Success 
Centre has opened on the 
fourth floor of the MacE-

wan Student Centre. Supported 
by Student and Enrolment Ser-
vices and other on-campus or-
ganizations, the new SSC is a 
one-stop shop that allows the 
university to better help and ad-
vise students.

Several student services previ-
ously found in various locations 
across campus will be brought to-
gether in one central spot, includ-
ing the Undergraduate Programs 
Offi  ce, the Fine Arts Student Suc-
cess Team, the Offi  ce of the Stu-
dent Experience and the Eff ective 
Writing Centre. Th e SSC will also 
provide academic advising, lead-
ership programs and career navi-
gation.

“By integrating these services 
into one central location, the stu-
dents will be able to access the 
programs available to them more 
easily,” said Camille Delacy, SSC 
orientation and first year expe-
rience coordinator. “By being 
in one area the Student Success 
Centre will facilitate communi-
cation between the different ar-
eas of support and in turn serve 
the students better by getting 

them the help they need.”
Delacy said student issues are 

complex and interrelated. Th e 
new SCC pulls together campus 
organizations and partners so stu-
dents only have one area to go to 
for support, despite the diff erent 
issues they might have.

“Let it be students in their fi rst 
year, second year, third year or 
graduate year, the issues they have 
are not just focused on one area 
— they’re interconnected,” said 
Delacy. “Your concerns with class 
choices and academics will also 
tie into campus engagement and 
career choices.”

Delacy believes the SSC will 
build on the strengths of these 
pre-existing programs while in-
tegrating services and focusing 
on student success and enhanced 
university experiences.

“Th e Student Success Centre’s 
focus is to support students’ suc-
cess at the university in a holistic 
manner,” said Delacy. “It’s look-
ing at many diff erent facets and 
avenues to help students succeed 
and stay engaged, from the time 
they step onto campus to the time 
they graduate and enter the pro-
fessional world. It’s really looking 
at a university student’s entire ex-
perience.”

Second-year biological science 
student Micaela MacDonald is 

currently involved in the lead-
ership program offered by the 
SSC. MacDonald said she would 
definitely recommend the SSC to 
anyone who has any questions 
about their university experience 
or just wants to find more ways 

to get involved on campus.
“Th e Student Success Centre is 

a great place to go to get answers,” 
said MacDonald, “In the leader-
ship program I learned so much in 
terms of improving my study hab-
its making class choices and over-

all how to succeed in the university 
lifestyle. It was a huge help to me, 
having somewhere you know you 
can go to and be helped out.”

Th e SSC will move to its perma-
nent location in the Taylor Family 
Library spring 2011.

New Student Success Centre opens

Brent Constantin
News Editor

Th is week the MacEwan Student 
Centre is alive with the pitter-pat-
ter of tiny feet darting from one 
clubs booth to the next in an eff ort 
to receive the most free candy in 
the least time possible.

But the Students’ Union clubs 

week isn’t all about free swag, it’s 
also a time for students, small and 
large footed alike, to learn about 
how they can get involved on cam-
pus by checking out one of the 
many University of Calgary stu-
dent clubs.

Th is year’s fall clubs week runs 
September 20–24 hosting 180 tables 
for the more than 220 student orga-

nizations on campus. Clubs week 
allows these groups to connect with 
U of C students in a direct, visible 
manner to increase campus com-
munity and involvement.

SU vice-president student life 
Jennifer Abbott said the event  
saw some new additions this year 
including a new performance 
stage next to the cafeteria that 

highlights clubs in a new way.
Clubs are now the responsibil-

ity of the newly created student life 
executive position along with the 
recently hired clubs coordinator 
Chelsea Fletcher. 

“Th ere’s an hour each day for 
clubs to go out and perform,” said 
Abbott. “Th e chess club is bring-
ing out their giant chess board, the 

video game club is having a DDR 
competition, so it’s just encouraging 
clubs to be more interactive with 
students coming to the clubs week.”

A scavenger hunt activity has 
also been created by the SU to con-
nect students with events. 

“For the scavenger hunt, there’s 
10 questions on things like ‘go 

“Club me ‘till I’m week,” said the baby seal

 Sydney Stokoe/the Gauntlet 

The Student Success Centre will move to its new home in the TFL spring 2011.

  see  club me weekly,  page 5  
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fi nd the names of fi ve presidents. 
What are three clubs you’re inter-
ested in joining. What are three 
clubs that are the opposite of your 
interests,’”said Abbott. “Th e prize is 
two VIP tickets to any concerts in 
Mac Hall.”

Th e clubs themselves value the 
opportunity to meet with students 
as it provides them with mem-

bership they might not be able to 
reach without the exposure. 

“I suppose the fi rst impres-
sion is everything,” said U of C 
Free Th inkers club member and 
second-year history student Brett 
Linderman.“First you hook them 
and then you present an information 
package of what we stand for. Th is is 
my fi rst time at the clubs table. Our 

signup sheets have been hopeful, it’s 
kinda full so I think we’ll have more 
of a turn out this year.”

Japanese Conversation and 
Culture Club member John Craig 
said that within the first few days 
of clubs week, the group already 
doubled their membership from 
their inaugural year.

“People will get out of clubs what 

they put in to it,” said Dylan Jones, 
a fourth-year development studies 
student and a member of the World 
University Services Canada club, a 
group that helps refugee students 
to come to a Canadian university. 
“To be able to get this access and for 
people to be out here and see us we 
get a lot of people signing up on the 
mail list and that’s the fi rst step.”

“Oh, it’s essential. It’s the only 
way to recruit people,” said Tasha 
Hansen with the U of C Swing 
Club.

Students interested in join-
ing or starting a club can visit 
the Clubs Offi  ce in the MacEwan 
Student Centre or visit online at 
su.ucalgary.ca/page/quality-stu-
dent-life/clubs.

 Sydney Stokoe/the Gauntlet 

Campus clubs week runs from Sept. 20–24 in the MacEwan Student Centre where 180 students clubs will try and recruit new membership.

Puzzles and games make headway in academia
Samantha Cheuk
Gauntlet News

Th e University of Calgary host-
ed the fi ft h Richard and Louise 
Guy Lecture presentation on Sep-
tember 16. Th is year’s guest speak-
er was mathematician-artist Erik 
Demaine. Th e Guy family attended 
the U of C in 1966 and established 
the lecture to show people that 

math can be fun, diverse and cre-
ative. Demaine, they felt, was the 
perfect combination of mathemat-
ics and arts. 

Demaine developed extensive 
knowledge in mathematics and ge-
ometry at a young age by working 
through puzzles with his father. By 
the age of 12 Demaine had enrolled 
at the University of Dalhousie, grad-
uating in two years with a bachelor 

of science. He later obtained his doc-
torate at the University of Water-
loo and was awarded the governor 
general award for having one of 
the top four PhD theses in Canada. 
Demaine later became the youngest 
professor, currently in his twenties, 
to hold a teaching position at MIT. 

During the lecture Demaine de-
scribed passion for his work. He 
began by talking about the com-

bination of mathematics and arts 
and supported it with the idea of 
pleated folding and curved creas-
es in origami. He joked with the 
audience and showed a Harvard 
Tetris Society certifi cate acknowl-
edging him as a Tetris master. Fi-
nally, Demaine concluded his lec-
ture with coin-fl ipping and rope 
magic tricks — all with a thor-
ough mathematical explanation. 

Demaine knows how to glass-
blow, make puzzles, perform com-
putational origami and create magic 
tricks with a mathematical rational. 

Demaine’s lecture attracted a di-
verse audience of students, math-
ematicians and artists. 

He stressed that math can be 
found anywhere, can be combined 
in any interdisciplinary area and 
that math can be beautiful.

Club me  weekly, continued from pg 4 
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Amy Badry
News Assistant 

In Greek mythology, the Muses 
were goddesses who inspired 
the creation of literature and the 

arts. Now, the new Scribe and Muse 
club hopes to do the same this up-
coming year at the University of 
Calgary.

“We saw some issues in the English 
department we wanted to change,” 
said club president Mike Beckett. 
“Make it a bit more fl amboyant, a bit 
more attractive, a little more sexy.”

Beckett, a fourth-year honours 
English student, was not always pas-
sionate about his program choice. 

“I started out in business but 
transferred because I didn’t like it,” 
said Beckett. “My level of enjoyment 
and engagement has increased.”

Other members of the club 
were also not very involved 
in the English program. Vice-
president communications Sona 
Malhotra was in the engineering 
program before she transferred.

“Th e only reason I went into en-
gineering was social pressure,” said 
Malhotra. “I went to all my classes 
and I went to all my tutorials and 
did the work but I was never happy.” 

“If kids are out there and they 
are not happy in their current 
program and their heart lies 
somewhere else, I would defi -
nitely recommend following your 
heart because I am a lot happier 
now than I ever was in business,” 
said Beckett.

Beckett is often questioned on 
why he transferred out of busi-

ness and what he will do with his 
English degree. 

“Th ere is this illusion that you 
just have to be a writer or that 
you just have to be an editor,” said 
Beckett. “Many infl uential people 
have English degrees.”

Th e club also hopes to bring peo-
ple in from other disciplines to inter-
act and network.

“One of the major complaints from 
engineering professors is that these 
kids are brilliant with numbers, if 
only they could articulate themselves 
a little better,” said Beckett.

Scribe and Muse plans to off er 
a program that matches students 
with an “A” student to help im-
prove reading and writing skills. 
A peer-editing program is also 
being put in place where students 
can get critical feedback on their 
essays and other writing.

“Writing is oft en seen as a solitary 
process,” said VP Ken Hunt. “Th at is 
something that is not necessarily 
true. Th ere are  a lot of ways to im-
prove your writing and get ideas in 
a collaborative environment.”

Club members agreed that litera-

cy is not only an important skill but 
the catalyst for impacting positive 
social and political change.

“We are in a society that really val-
ues math and science and the skills 
like reading and writing are continu-
ally undervalued,” said Beckett.

VP communications Yilan Li is 
studying engineering at the univer-
sity. He hopes to improve his com-
munication and writing skills with 
the club.

“I am an engineer, so I have never 
been much of a writer. Most of the 
reading I have done has been out of 
a textbook, so kind of dry. Being able 
to communicate strongly in essays 
and projects would bring up my GPA 
and my skill of writing overall.”

Li does website and logo design 
for the club as well.

“I really like the idea of cultivat-
ing my own interest within the club,” 
said Li. “Computers and design are 
my strong skills.”

“You are not going to write a mas-
terpiece right off  the bat, nobody 
can,” Beckett advised.

Cheryl Rowland
Gauntlet News

CISSA, SU, BSD, CCR, CCEL  — as 
if arriving at university wasn’t 
disorienting enough, it seems 
every organization, club and 
event carries an acronym with its 
name. 

Fortunately, for all students 
living in residence, there is one 
acronym that can prove excep-
tionally helpful in deciphering 
all of the others. The Residence 
Students’ Association, or RSA, 
is a valuable resource available 
to students living on campus. 
Whether new students are look-
ing for their mailbox, trying to 
figure out how to get involved 
around campus or just wanting 
to find their way through the 

MacEwan Student Centre with-
out being road-blocked by un-
known acronyms, the RSA are 
there to help.

Residence students may notice 
a change in RSA priorities since 
last September, when an on-
campus party got out of control 
and placed the RSA on probation 
with Residence Student Services. 

RSA executive president Mat-
thew Knox claimed some of the 
credit for the RSA changes and 
recognized the efforts of last 
year’s president, Luke Mason, for 
his efforts.

“We have definitely, in the 
past, been labelled as a party 
organization but we have been 
moving past that,” said Knox.

The current RSA office has a 
better relationship with resi-

dence services said Knox. They 
are providing an open and easy 
to find place for students and 
volunteers alike. Now located 
in the Dining Centre instead of 
Rundle Hall, students can easily 
walk by and see what is going on 
inside.

Knox hopes to bring about 
more accountability for indi-
vidual executives members to 
prevent situations similar to last 
year’s from punishing the orga-
nization as a whole. 

“Instead of having us get in 
trouble for one person, [we want 
to] have enough accountability 
that one gets in trouble, not the 
group,” Knox said. “It only takes 
one person to ruin it for every-
one.”

The RSA is also looking to use 

up some of the alumni trust fund 
in the residence buildings, how-
ever these plans are not final-
ized. The alumni trust is paid 
into by members of residence 
as part of their fees and goes to-

wards projects that are beneficial 
for all future residence students. 
Previous projects made possible 
by the trust are lounge furniture 
and TVs and the giant rock out-

 Sydney Stokoe/the Gauntlet 

The Scribe and Muse club hopes to improve literacy in University of Calgary students.

Scribe and Muse describe their musings

Rez executive recover from probation period

  see  Residence executive ,  page 8  



Colin Minor
News Assistant

The School of Public Policy 
Student Association started 
their 2010 lecture series 

with a presentation addressing 
the G8, the G20 and the shape of 
Canada’s global infl uence featuring 
Dr. Gordon Smith.

Smith, University of Victoria 
Centre for Global Studies ex-
ecutive director and a former 
Deputy Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs, gave a historical overview 
of Canada’s role in the G8 and 
the G20 and suggested ways for 
Canada to remain internation-
ally influential.

Smith said the relationships 
formed by leaders at summits 
can determine whether the sum-
mit succeeds or fails. He profiled 
Bill Clinton and Boris Yeltsin’s 
relationship as an example of a 
productive partnership on the 
world stage.

“Th ey develop a capacity to have 
empathy with other leaders,” said 
Smith. “Th en the capacity which 
comes from that to make political 

tradeoff s when necessary.”
Smith said he thinks over-

crowding is a deterrent to suc-
cessful summits. An image of 
the September 2009 Pittsburgh 
summit table crowded by offi-
cials in suits illustrated potential 
difficulties. He suggested that 
summits run best when the few-
est possible officials are present 
and should ideally only include 
leaders.

“To make summits work, you 
have got to establish interperson-
al relationships that go beyond 
the formal,” said Smith.

The presentation also dis-
cussed Canada’s changing influ-
ence. Canada had a formative 
role in the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization and pioneered in-
ternational peacekeeping. 

“We’ve gone from a time when 
we may have exaggerated our 
role in the world to a time when 
we underestimate our role in the 
world,” said Smith.

While Canada’s international 
position is privileged, our in-
fluence has waned through in-
ternational competition. Smith 

believes Canada could have bet-
ter capitalized on this June’s G8 
Muskoka summit.

“I feel we missed a very great 
opportunity to shape the G8/20 
meetings,” said Smith “I know it 
may sound arrogant but as far as 
I’m concerned, Canada should be 
among the rule makers not the 
rule takers.”

Legitimacy issues, organiza-
tional focuses and influence im-
balances were discussed during 
the presentation. The G8 is pre-
dominantly European and while 
the G20 is more inclusive it re-
mains financially focused.

“When you come to the le-
gitimacy of summits, these are 
self-created groups and there is 
no way that anyone will accept 
the legitimacy of a group from 
which they are excluded,” said 
Smith.

Smith believes the G20 should 
broaden its scope and include 
a foreign ministers summit He 
would like to see an additional 
African seat. Smith proposed cre-
ating an international network of 
think tanks and improving trans-

parency and accountability across 
both groups. Canada’s partisan or 
“baggage free” international repu-
tation gives Canada legitimate rea-

son to take international initiative.
“I think what we have to do is 

take the opportunity to influence 
the future.”
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side the Dining Centre used to 
advertise events.

RSA volunteers provide reli-
able information to every stu-
dent living in residence. From 
planning events like rez rodeo, 
to getting everyone riled up 
for the next Dino’s game, to 
bringing student issues into the 
council, the building Student 

Representatives and other vol-
unteers make the community 
of residence an exciting place 
to live.

Also in the works are efforts 
to improve relations with the 
SU, something Knox sees as 
very feasible this year, with sev-
eral SU executives having for-
mer ties with the RSA.

Residence executive, 
continued from page 7

Carving out our role in the world

 Mike Tran/the Gauntlet 

Dr. Gordon Smith spoke with the School of Public Policy, Sept. 20.
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WIND Mobile chairman blows into U of C
Michelle Cheng
Gauntlet News

Business students had a 
chance to get some advice 
when telecom start-up 

WIND Mobile chairman Anthony 
Lacavera came to the University of 
Calgary to discuss career develop-
ment. 

Since its launch in December 
2009, WIND has attempted to mar-
ket itself as an alternative to Cana-
da’s major service providers. While 
Canada has some of the highest 
costs for cellular service in the 
world, it also has one of the largest 
geographic areas. WIND compro-
mised area coverage for low rates 
without contracts.

WIND is currently available in only 
fi ve urban service areas called “WIND 
zones” throughout Toronto, Ottawa, 
Edmonton, Vancouver and Calgary. 

WIND has been brought on by the 
U of C Students’ Union this year as a 
major sponsor of clubs week, where 
they set up a booth.

Lacavera recalled that the most 
rewarding aspect of his own uni-
versity experience was the rela-
tionships that he made networking 
as a student. 

“I met so many amazing people 
when I was [in] university,” said 
Lacavera, “Some of the people I 
started Globalive with, I met in 
engineering and some of them are 
with WIND even today.”

For students who fi nd the notion 
of networking daunting, Lacavera 
suggests that students get involved 
in extra-curricular activities where 
they’re sure to meet others with 
common interests. 

“Th e world is small,” said Laca-
vera. “You’ll never know how the 
people you meet will touch you in 
the future.”

One of Lacavera’s fi rst business 
ventures was in 1995 during his 
second year in the electrical engi-
neering program at the University 
of Toronto. 

“[We were] one of the fi rst com-
panies in the world to build web-
sites,” citing one of his fi rst projects 
at Bell.ca.

WIND, Public Mobile and Mo-
bilicity are Canada’s only remain-
ing independent wireless carriers. 
Telecom giants Rogers, Bell and 
Telus own the remaining alterna-
tive brands, such as Fido, Chatr, 
and Solo. WIND is attempting to 
target students similar to other 
carriers like Virgin Mobile Cana-
da (recently acquired by Bell) and 
Koodo (owned by Telus). 

Lacavera explained that target-

ing students as a demographic 
makes sense for smaller carriers 
as they are the segment of the 
population that use the most data.

Students asked Lacavera about 

complaints that WIND’s current 
coverage areas are small or limited 
to certain parts of urban areas. 

“If there’s a weak area of cov-

erage and someone sends us a 
text message saying their call was 
dropped, we’ll fi x it immediately,” 
said Lacavera 

Lacavera also responded to stu-
dent curiosity surrounding WIND’s 
partnership with Blockbuster at a 
time when video rentals are at an 
historical low. 

Lacavera credited high levels 
of foot-traffic in the stores and 
the benefits of being attached 
to a reputable brand, though he 
noted WIND had not expected 
the rental market to decline so 
quickly.

“It adds a lot of risk,” Lacavera 
said. “We’re not happy about [it], 
and we’re going to have to figure 
out what to do now since they’re 
a big part of our footprint.”

WIND recently made headlines 
when it became the fi rst foreign-

backed cell phone brand to be in-
troduced to the Canadian market-
place. 

Last October, the Canadian 
Radio-television and Telecom-
munications Commission re-
jected WIND’s bid to enter the 
marketplace on the basis that it 
did not meet Canadian ownership 
requirement, WIND is partially 
owned and controlled by Egyp-
tian telecom company Orascom. 
All this occurred aft er WIND had 
already received approval from 
Industry Canada. 

In a public hearing on the mat-
ter, Telus, Rogers, Bell and Shaw all 
voiced opinions opposing WIND’s 
entrance into the Canadian market. 
Th e CRTC was ultimately overruled 
by Industry minister Tony Clem-
ent.

Aft erward WIND’s primary for-

eign investor, Nagib Sawiris, called 
Canada a poor investment envi-
ronment and a “telecommunica-
tions backwater.” 

Lacavera said that Sawiris’ 
comments were not directed at 
Canada in general but rather 
the regulatory process WIND en-
dured.

“Th e uncertainty is diffi  cult for 
any investor. Any investor [would 
want] to know that the regula-
tions of the game won’t change,” 
said Lacavera. “Th ere was no fi rm 
ground for us to build upon. It was 
moving pieces. All we want is regu-
latory clarity.” 

Aft er being given the green light 
by Industry Canada Lacavera told 
students WIND has ambitious plans 
for the future including reaching 
15 per cent of the mobile market 
share.

Chairman Lacavera
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The hunt is on to save the white rhino

It seems like every day there is 
a new species that needs sav-
ing. While many need to be 

pulled from the brink of oblivion 
and nurtured back to health, some 
of the pleas for help are more cap-
tivating than others. 
Author Douglas Adams and zo-

ologist Mark Carwardine were 
saving the planet long before it 
was cool, using any means nec-
essary — including climbing 
Mount Kilimanjaro in a rhino 
costume — in order to bolster 
support. Before his death in 2001, 
Adams supported many diff er-
ence causes. Th e book he wrote 
with Carwardine, Last Chance 
to See, is the story of their trav-
els around the world research-
ing endangered animals. Adams 
had a particular concern for the 
northern white rhino. When Last 
Chance was published in 1990, 
there were twenty-two northern 
white rhinos left  — now, there are 
just eight. Watching this species 
on the brink of extinction raises 
questions of modern methods of 
biological conservation.

Only Hitch Hiker’s Guide to the 
Galaxy author Adams could make 
us laugh while explaining the peril 
of extinction for so many species 
and still capture the situation’s 
poignancy. In his only nonfi ction 
work, Last Chance, he begins the 
chapter on northern white rhinos 
by demystifying their name. Ap-
parently the distinguishing term 

“white” should be “wide,” but the 
Afrikaans word “weit” is in per-
petual mistranslation. Th us, most 
people “assume that zoologists are 
either perverse or colour-blind, 
but it’s not that, it’s that they’re 
illiterate.” White rhinos have a 
slightly wider mouth than black 
rhinos, earning them the confus-
ing adjective. 

Careful optimism over breed-
ing northern white rhinos with 
their southern, more populous 
counterparts is mostly punctured 
by the biological distinction of 
the species — the two sub-species 
are possibly too genetically diff er-
ent to successfully reproduce. 

San Diego’s Frozen Zoo may 
be the only way to preserve the 
northern white rhino. Starting 
in 1972, the zoo has collected 
skin samples from endangered 
animals in a preservation effort 
— they now have samples from 
800 different species, including 
the northern white rhino. Re-
cent breakthroughs in stem cell 
research mark a definite possi-
bility of returning each of these 
animals to their former abun-
dance. The question is, how vi-
able is this solution?   

There’s no denying the ben-
efits of this form of species pro-
tection — it might even become 
a necessary strategy for future 
generations. Problems arise, 
though, when we begin depend-
ing on this type of conservation. 
Money alone poses an obstacle. 
While it might be expensive to 
employ guards to protect against 

poachers or set up conservation 
parks, artificial breeding and 
stem cell research costs far more. 
Timing is another issue. Long-
extinct species brought into the 
present (or more realistically, the 
future) would have a hard time 
adjusting to new ecosystems and 
could disrupt life for other spe-
cies. This means that artificially 
restored species would primarily 
be kept in captivity under care-
ful conditions, which again adds 
to expense and raises questions 
about motivation.      

Why should we care about 
the rhino’s extreme proximity to 
nonexistence? Perhaps 140,000 
species go extinct each year — 
most of them undocumented. 
Large mammals, though, reach 
extinction less often and deserve 

our attention for a couple of rea-
sons. Ecosystems are typically 
delicate and consist of codepen-
dent species. Declining indi-
viduals of larger species mark 
an unbalanced habitat and can 
lead to more endangered species 
or an invasive one overcrowd-
ing the area. Since biodiversity 
is pretty much essential for every 
natural resource humans rely on 
(soil fertility, water, climate sta-
bility, etc.), it seems that it is in 
humanity’s best interest to keep 
ecosystems healthy and diverse. 
San Diego Zoo cannot preserve 
entire ecosystems. 

Th ere is another reason to con-
sider the rhinos worth saving. 
While some species are sturdy 
survivors (like ants) others seem 
to be downright asking for extinc-

tion (cough giant panda). Adams 
compares these fussy species to 
the British motorbike industry, 
which, in its beginnings, simply 
ignored market forces. British 
motorbikes were noisy and un-
reliable, and almost disappeared 
when cleaner, less complicated 
bikes arrived in Britain from Ja-
pan. Enthusiasts, however, con-
tinued buying the British models 
because they had character and 
bikers really believed that the 
world would be poorer without 
them. At the risk of sounding 
maudlin, I’m proposing this as 
another good reason to continue 
protecting the remaining white 
rhinos in the wild. Th ey can’t 
survive without our help, but as 
cells in the Frozen Zoo, the world 
would miss them aesthetically. 

Anneke Hobson
Gauntlet Opinions

 Th e Students’ Union column is provided by the SU and published without Gauntlet editorial revision. 
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Troubles with the United Nations
The organization is worthwhile, but is at risk of becoming irrelevant

The United Nations has, in 
many ways, been declin-
ing since the end of the 

Cold War. Th e failure of the UN to 
stop the 1994 genocide in Darfur 
when they had clear knowledge of 
its occurrence led many to doubt 
its eff ectiveness. At the turn of 
the millennium, then Secretary-
General Kofi  Annan said that the 
need to reform the UN was urgent. 
Th en, following America’s failure 
to get the UN to back the 2003 in-
vasion of Iraq, renewed calls were 
made that the UN had lost its rel-
evance. In many ways, this is true. 
But for all its shortcomings, the 
UN is still necessary in the world 
— reform, if eff ectively done, can 
remedy many of its ills.

Following the Second World 
War, it was decided that the 
League of Nations, which was the 
UN’s precursor, was a failure. Set 
up in 1919 at the Treaty of Ver-
sailles, the League was primarily 
made to stop war. When the Sec-
ond World War began, the orga-
nizational structure of the League 
was powerless to stop it. Th e UN 
kept the goals of the League but 
changed the method of achieving 
these ends. Since its inception the 
UN has taken on a number of ad-
ditional goals, including nuclear 
non-proliferation, agricultural 
development and has grown a 
peacekeeping force provided by 
member states.

Th e crisis of relevance the UN 
is facing takes two forms. One is 
that the UN’s goals are being more 
eff ectively fulfi lled by other bod-
ies. Th e second is that the things 
that only the UN claims it can ac-
complish are going unfulfi lled, 
making the international com-
munity suspicious of investing 
resources in it.

Th e fi rst problem isn’t so bad as 
long as the goals are being met by 
another group. Organizations in-
dependent of the UN, such as the 
World Bank and the International 
Monetary Fund, along with the 
G20 and G8, have taken over im-
portant duties previously claimed 
by the UN. Th e two fi nancial in-
stitutions, for instance, are much 
more important for aiding devel-
oping countries with loans then 

the UN is. For addressing other fi -
nancial issues, the G20 has played 
a more signifi cant role in setting 
policy and acting as a forum for 
fi nance ministers to meet. Th e 
Copenhagen climate summit last 
December was a marked failure, 
but there is no reason that other 
groups, perhaps smaller in size, 
could make a diff erence.

An issue more diffi  cult to re-
solve is the second problem: fi nd-
ing ways of reforming the UN so 
that the tasks only it can perform 
are done properly. Powerful coun-
tries have an interest in maintain-
ing the status quo if it seems like 
reform might dilute their infl u-
ence. America, for instance, has 
supported reform of the Security 
Council, but is unlikely to allow 
more members with veto status. 
Less powerful nations have fre-
quently defi ed the UN without 
facing retribution, leaving little 
reason to reform their own prac-
tices. Th e best example of this was 
Iraq’s unwillingness to meet reso-
lution demands made aft er the 
fi rst Gulf war.

Th e risk of irrelevance is most 
discernable with the Security 
Council. Calls for reform have 
been around for decades. In Sep-
tember of 2002, American Presi-
dent George W. Bush made his 
case for invading Iraq and called 
on the UN to fulfi ll its duty to 
prevent aggressive threats in the 
world. Th e UN denied Bush’s case, 
claiming that an invasion of Iraq 
would break Article 51, which 
states that recourse to use force is 

only permitted in self-defense or 
with the approval of the Security 
Council when necessary “to re-
store international peace and se-
curity.” Pre-emption isn’t allowed 
if these criteria aren’t met — the 
UN decided that the case for Iraq 
involved unjustifi ed pre-emption.

Th e problem isn’t so much that 
the UN failed to do its job. Rather, 
it is that America ignored the UN 
and invaded Iraq anyway. Pre-
emptive force has been claimed 
by other countries — Israel used 
it in 1967 to justify the six-day 
war against Egypt, Jordan and 
Syria (though a resolution nev-
er passed through the Security 
Council). While America might 
be a special case, the worry is 
that other countries will follow 
suit and invade on less justifi ed 
grounds than the 2003 occupa-
tion of Iraq.

What can be done? The most 

obvious solution is to amend the 
Security Council so that it more 
accurately reflects the politi-
cal situation of today’s world. It 
is folly to think that any of the 
states with veto power (Amer-
ica, China, Russia, France and 
the United Kingdom) would be 
willing to give theirs up. It is 
strange, however, that Russia has 
a veto yet India, Brazil, Japan or 
Germany lack even permanent 
membership. The danger of ex-
panding the Council to include 
more permanent members is that 
it will become more difficult to 
reach consensus on issues, leav-
ing the Council even more help-
less. No reform is going to hap-
pen without the backing of the 
veto countries and America has 
an even more powerful influence 
than the others. Adding coun-
tries such as Germany or India, 
however, would likely work in 

favour of America’s goals, so 
long as the Council wasn’t dras-
tically expanded beyond a few 
new members.

For all its shortcomings, the 
UN is still a force for good in the 
world. There is no other forum in 
which every fully-recognized in-
dependent country can take part 
in dialogue with one another. 
This is an important service, even 
if it allows Venezuelan President 
Hugo Chávez to call America the 
devil or Iranian President Mah-
moud Ahmadinejad to promote 
the annihilation of Israel. The UN 
still does a number of valuable 
services — such as peacekeeping, 
monitoring human rights and 
aiding refugees — that are vitally 
important in the world. Any or-
ganization the size of the UN will 
have shortcomings. Reform is 
certainly needed, but the UN isn’t 
obsolete yet.

 Eric Mathison
  Opinions Editor 
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Beauty is a moving target

I look into the mirror. What do I 
see? An imperfect complexion, 
a chubby tummy and, most of 

all, huge hips. I’m short, stout and 
with a 14 inch diff erence between 
my waist and hips, incredibly curvy. 
But most of all I see beautiful. I 
know I’ll never be a model, nor will 
I ever fi t into the column of classic 
beauty. It doesn’t matter, because 
when I look in the mirror I see not 
what I can improve, but what I love 
about myself and what I love most 

about myself is that I am unique. 
Th is is a positive trend that is catch-
ing on in younger generations.

More and more, I see the image 
of beauty change. No longer are rail 
thin girls considered as beautiful 
as they once were. In fact, this past 
week on America’s Next Top Model, 
Anamaria Merdita was cut from the 
show for being too thin. It was a de-
cision that I’m sure shocked many 
people. A model who is too thin? 
It’s almost unheard of. Tyra Banks, 
however, has been an advocate for 
beauty of this type. In fact, she has 
in the past cast plus size models (a 
girl my size being cast as a plus size 
model scares me), a transgender 
model and a burn victim. None of 

these fi t into the view of beauty that 
is said to be typical of our genera-
tion. But now for the real question: 
is our view truly changing?

Speaking personally, I know mine 
has. It has taken a lot to get from 
the point of feeling ugly to knowing 
that I am beauti-
ful and that the 
opinion I need 
to worry about 
is my own. Th ere 
are more people 
advocating the idea that beauty is 
something unique to each of us and 
we need to embrace this. Another 
example is Dove’s Campaign for 
Real Beauty where they use average 
women in their ads, women who are 
imperfect. And let’s face it, there isn’t 
a woman out there who is perfect. 
We all have fl aws and that is what 
makes us beautiful and unique. Cos-
mopolitan even recently put out a 
story talking about women’s weight 
issues and how the Hollywood size 
zero is going out of fashion.

So, why the gradual change of 
opinion? Trends come and go, this 

is fact. Th ere was a point in time 
where being heavier was considered 
to be a sign of wealth and status. 
Now we’re going into a trend that 
emphasizes everyone’s unique beau-
ty. Perhaps this is the next step of 
feminism, but I think it’s more than 

that. I think we’re coming to a point 
where we realize that everyone has 
unique emotional needs and should 
have the right to pursue them. Just 
as the theory of equal rights was 
once a new frontier, a new right has 
emerged: the right to be individuals 
and be beautiful in our own way. 

Even with all the advocates for 
real beauty, I see a lot girls slathering 
on make-up and wearing skimpy 
clothes because that’s what they see 
as beautiful. As a camp counselor, 
some of the girls in my charge have 
confi ded in me that they don’t feel 
comfortable not wearing make-up, 

or that they think they’re fat or ugly. 
So, clearly the message isn’t getting 
out to everyone. 

It makes me wonder how many 
girls know that Marilyn Monroe 
was estimated as being between a 
size 12 and a size 16. It’s certainly 

close to the aver-
age of women in 
North America. 
Or how many 
girls know that 
many guys are 

completely oblivious to the fact that 
the girls are wearing make-up, or 
that some guys really do prefer vo-
luptuous girls, just as some prefer 
thin girls. What it comes down to is 
a matter of opinion. For those who 
haven’t gotten the memo yet, here’s 
me saying it now, “beauty is in the 
eye of the beholder.” Everyone has 
diff erent tastes and fi nds diff erent 
things attractive. So maybe instead 
of worrying about being that pho-
toshopped monster you see in the 
pages of a magazine, focus on being 
yourself. Being an average weight is 
not an imperfection.

Cheyanne Lepka
Gauntlet Opinions

A look to the best parts of the past provides direction for the future

 Just as the theory of equal rights was once 
a new frontier, a new right has emerged: the right 
to be individuals and be beautiful in our own way.“
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Andy Williams
Entertainment Editor

Filmmaker Benjamin Hayden 
has no qualms with his decision to 
desert English literature in favour of 
the greener pastures of experimental 
fi lm making.

“When Chaucer and English 
seemed way too dusty, I knew I 
needed a medium that I could ac-

tually touch and interact with,” says 
Hayden.

Aft er spending a term as an Eng-
lish student at the U of C, Hayden 
transferred into the new Bachelor 
of Film Studies program that sees 
students splitting their time between 
the U of C and SAIT. 

It was defi nitely the right choice 
for the young fi lmmaker as Hayden 
was awarded a place in this year’s 
CIFF Best of Alberta showcase for 
his short fi lm Pick. Th ough the entry 
process was daunting, Hayden is ex-
tremely happy with the result.

“It was a little nerve-wracking to 
get into. I wanted to get into this fi lm 
festival so badly because the fi lm’s 
about Calgary and the Calgary In-
ternational is the ultimate fi lm fest 
where it could exhibit,” says Hayden. 
“It literarily involved me creating a 
standard defi nition rough cut with 
temp music that I submitted just to 
make the CIFF deadline, a month be-
fore I actually carried through with 
the real process of the fi lm and get-
ting it transferred to HD and getting 
actual music made.”

Th e fi lm focuses on two charac-

ters played by Calgarian amateur ac-
tors Nick Ward and Carisa Hendrix. 
Hayden has placed them in the his-
torical context of 1916 Calgary when 
the city was full of veterans return-
ing from fi ghting on the front lines 
of the First World War. Animosity 
leads them to attack and destroy a 
boudoir rumoured to be owned by 
a German.

“A bunch of World War One sol-
diers who attended this boudoir had 
just returned from the war. Th en it 
happened . . . smashing glass, setting 
fi re to the windows and just wreck-
ing the entire place,” says Hayden. 
“Th e city was put on mob alert by 
mayor M.C. Costello and there was 
an article in the Calgary Herald 
about it. It was that violence — that 
little moment in Calgary’s history 
that people don’t remember — but 
in 1916, 1,500 veteran soldiers going 
crazy would have been a pretty big 
thing.”

Th ough the fi lm is a brief 11 min-
utes and has hardly any dialogue, 
Hayden focused on every element 
and detail to create the atmosphere 
and tension of the time from the 
beautiful cinematography and light-
ing, to the soundtrack that was made 
to order by local musician Findlay 
Sontag. Even the credits were etched 
by hand in 16mm fi lm stock. 

Pick was fi lmed in the basement 
of the original boudoir aft er Hayden 
secured permission from one of the 
co-owners. He paid particular atten-

tion to the development and appear-
ance of the two main characters and 
how they interact with this environ-
ment.

“Th ey are two ghostly entities 
who are trapped in a purgatorial ex-
istence who carry out the violence 
repeatedly and are making an at-
tempt to escape that purgatory one 
day. Th ey are starting to catch on 
and they want to get out.”

Th e fi lm, with it’s decidedly Cal-
garian focus, is Hayden’s way of con-
tributing to Canadian fi lmmaking. 
Th ough he’s aware the medium of 
experimental fi lm may narrow his 
potential audience, he feels some-
thing must be done.

“Well, as it is now, Alberta needs 
an audience and it’s always needed 
an audience. Th e biggest thing in 
Western Canada is that people aren’t 
watching Western Canadian con-
tent,” says Hayden. “Maybe take a 
diff erent approach and people will 
start paying attention — regardless 
of whether it’s traditional narrative 
that looks a little like Hollywood 
Dramatic storytelling or if it does 
fall in the experimental tradition in 
Canada.”

So get out there and appreciate 
what Calgary has to off er before 
people like Ben Hayden stop doing 
what they’re doing.

CIFF marks 11th year with remarkable focus

Rhiannon Kirkland
TLFs Editor

The Calgary International 
Film Festival is set to enter 
its 11th jam-packed year. 

Th is years programming exempli-
fi es the festival’s usual diversity 
and features 283 fi lms including 
documentaries, feature-length fi c-
tion, retrospectives and shorts. 

“Th is year more than ever we’ve 
really focused on trying make the 
festival accessible and have lots 
of entry points for people to try 
something, so there’s a little bit of 
something for everybody,” says 
Trevor Smith, programming direc-
tor. “Lots of comedies, lots of dra-
mas, actions fi lms.”

Like in the past, CIFF has a 
spotlight section featuring mov-
ies about a specifi c issue or theme. 

Th is year’s spotlight is on the envi-
ronment. 

“In the documentaries section 
we have a section called the green 
screen which is a focus on en-
vironmental issues,” says Smith. 
“[Including] the Force of Nature 
fi lm with David Suzuki, a lot of 
our environmental fi lms particu-
larly about dirty oil have captured 
the public’s attention. It’s had some 
media attention and controversy 
so that’s been selling well.”

CIFF brought back a series called 
Beyond Borders that was last done 
in 2007. It consists of a free mati-
nee screening at the Calgary Public 
Library and Media Gallery. 

Th e fi lms are picked by a group 
of programmers who work in con-
junction with the preview com-
mittee. CIFF received over 1,400 
submissions for this year’s festival. 

“We’re actively pursuing and 
watching fi lms pretty much from 
the end of January right through to 
the end of July making our choic-
es,” says Smith. 

Attendees will be able to rub 
shoulders with over 20 fi lmmakers 
and directors present at screenings 
and events throughout the festival. 

“Th ere’s defi nitely still lots of 
delegates and fi lmmakers on the 
ground and at a lot of screenings 
so that’ll be cool. Th at’s a nice 
value added for people to see the 
fi lmmaker and have the Q and A 
aft erwards,” says Smith. “Th ere are 
movies that are just not going to 
screen on our Hollywood screens. 
So take a chance and try some-
thing new.”

History meets art in Calgary director’s debut Pick

The Gauntlet tackles three great local movies

P i c k
f e s t i v a l  i n t e r v i e w 

Gauntlet fi le photo
CIFF kicks off Sept. 24 and runs until Oct. 3. Get 

more info at calgaryfi lm.com.

courtesy Benjamin Hayden

Pick plays Sunday, Oct. 3 as part of the Alberta 
Spirit feature. More info available at 

calgaryfi lm.com
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Miguel Morales
Gauntlet Entertainment

God knows some families 
are screwed up and the 
family in Roger’s Pass is 

no diff erent. Writer/director Colin 
Askey’s debut fi lm blends light-
hearted humour with a touching 
and engaging narrative. 

Th e fi lm’s main character, Dustin 
Johnson (Hans Longo), is an aspir-
ing artist but in the words of his 
brother Dave (Josh Bertwistle), “All 
you paint are ninjas!” 

Th e heart of the fi lm focuses 
on Dustin’s father Roger Johnson 
(James D. Hopkin) and his battle 
with cancer. As the titular charac-
ter, Roger is shown as a person who 
cared for his family in his own way. 
We see a man who tries to make 
amends with his youngest child, 
Dustin. Roger receives respect 
and aff ection from both fans and 

friends throughout the fi lm.
Roger’s Pass follows Dustin’s 

eventual realization of what his 
family means to him. Right off  the 
bat you learn how strange his fam-
ily is — from a hippie aunt to a new-
age step dad. Th e ability for Askey 

to deal with such serious subject 
matter that is so close to his heart 
says worlds about him as a person, 
but it also shows how gift ed he is as 
a director. Th e fi lm’s story line mir-
rors his fathers struggle and even-
tual death. Th roughout the fi lm, 

heavy moments are broken up by 
the levity and humour provided by 
props, such as paintings of ninjas 
with their penises hanging out or 
by the awkward dialogue between 
family members. As we see more 
interaction between his family and 

friends the more it endearing the 
fi lm and its cast of quirky characters 
become.

Roger’s Pass was fi lmed in Calgary 
with recognizable landmarks and 
landscapes. Askey does an excel-
lent job portraying the city through 
panorama shots of the downtown 
core at night, as well as our sur-
rounding beauty during his scenes 
in the mountains. Th e cinematog-
raphy might be simple but it deliv-
ers what it needs to eff ectively. Th e 
single quibble I had with this fi lm 
was how shaky the close up shots 
tend to be. Th ough not terrible, the 
shakiness does distract from the 
overall cinematography of the fi lm.

Th e fi lm shows that Askey can 
successfully walk that fi ne line be-
tween humour and drama, which 
is such a hard balance to strike. 
It’s clear that the story he recounts 
is both personal and heartfelt and 
overall the fi lm does the spirit of his 
dad justice.

Mike Tofi n
Gauntlet Entertainment

Michael Dowse’s follow up 
to FUBAR (2002) is on the next 
fuckin’ level. Th e Film follows 
headbanger’s Dean (Paul J. Spen-
ce) and Terry (David Lawrence) 
up to Fort Mac, in their search 
for work and more beer money 
following an eviction from their 
home in Calgary.

Th ey decide to throw an evic-
tion party which, without reveal-
ing too much, features a chain-
saw, some fi re and a mad LSD 
trip. Th ese scenes call for a much 
larger fi lm budget and clearly 
unabashed entertainment value 
without completely suff ocat-
ing old jokes. Oh yeah, and did 
I mention breasts? Th ere are lots 
of breasts in this fi lm.

It’s all business as usually in the 
‘banger subculture.

Lawrence fi ne-tuned his skills 
as a banger impersonator during 
his tenure with Calgary’s Loose 
Moose Th eatre Co. and, along 
with his best friend Paul J. Spen-
ce, created the original Fubar 
with director Michael Dowse. In 
the original fi lm, Terry and Dean 

fi gure out ways to shotgun beers 
and “keep on givin’ ‘er,” despite 
signs that times have changed 
since the heyday of headbangin’ 
1980s. Th e fi lm features long lost 
friend Tron, who Terry and Dean 
revile through most of the fi lm. 
Tron has renounced his ‘banger 
ways and settled down and be-
come entwined with a control-
ling girlfriend. 

In the original fi lm, the head-
banger subculture is presented 
in a Pilsner and weed haze and 
recounts stories about life on the 
streets, bus stops, C-Trains and 
properties of Calgary that could 
other wise be described as the 
location of a conservative, mate-
rialist, conformist mentality. Th is 
mentality breeds contempt for 
the very subjects of Dowse’s fi lm, 
which adds to the relentlessly 
ironic humor laden throughout 
this fi lm.

Th e plot thickens throughout 
the sequel as we see a multi-lin-
ear premise based around indus-
trial life in northern Alberta. Th e 
narrative in this fi lm is chilling, 
and light-hearted humour and 
laughs are abundant throughout. 
Th e fi lm also reveals a dark side 
to the drug and alcohol crazed 
lifestyles of Dean, Terry, and 
Tron. Suicide-pacts and struggles 
with personal demons create a 

real undercurrent in this usually 
light satirical comedy. Th ese new 
themes are integrated with the 
usual ‘banger plot elements to 
create a new mind-blowing story 
arc that sees the duo successfully 
progress the series rather than 
just rehashing the same old shit.

Fubar 2 will leave with you 
some laughs, or at least, a sa-
tirical but accurate depiction of 
a subculture all of its own, the 
headbanger.

R o g e r ’ s P a s s
f e s t i v a l  r e v i e w 

F u b a r 2
f e s t i v a l  r e v i e w 

Askey deftly blends humour and emotion

Fubar’s back and truly fucked up beyond all recognition 

courtesy Roger’s Pass

One of these men has a crossbow in his shopping bag
courtesy Intercept PR

Askey devired inspiration from his father’s struggle with cancer

Fubar 2 is showing Monday,  Sept. 27 at 7:00 p.m.. 
More info available at calgaryfi lm.com.

Roger’s Pass is showing Saturday,  Sept. 25 at 
12:15 p.m.. More info available at calgaryfi lm.com.
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Erin Fox
Gauntlet Entertainment

Crime dramas are a dime a 
dozen these days, but every 
once in a while a heist fl ick 

comes along that’s worth its weight 
in gold.  Th e Town, starring director 
and co-writer Ben Affl  eck is one of 
these gems.  

Th e fi lm is set in Charlestown, 
Boston, where bank robbers, car 
thieves and drug addicts are easi-
er to fi nd than Red Sox fans.   Af-
fl eck’s character, Doug Macray, is 
the brains behind a team of enthu-
siastic thieves who are forced to 
take a hostage during their latest 
bank robbery.   Th e hostage, Claire 
(played by Rebecca Hall), is released 
physically unharmed but the group 
fears that even though they were all 

masked, she may have information 
that could land them in hot water 
with the FBI.  Doug is elected to fol-
low her and determine whether or 
not she needs to be “taken care of.”  
Th ings get complicated when Doug 
strikes up a romantic relationship 
with Claire which threatens his 
professional relationship with his 
boss and partners, who also happen 
to be his friends and family.  What 
follows is a nail-biting 120 minutes 
that will have you holding your 
breath until the fi nal shots ring out.

Speaking of big-shots, the usual 
gang’s all here in this one — cocky, 
hotheaded James (Jeremy Renner), 
hard-as-nails “Gloansy” (Slaine), 
new kid Desmond (Owen Burke) 
and the no-nonsense FBI agents 
who are hot on their trails, Frawley 
and Ciampa (played by Jon Hamm 
and Titus Welliver).   Affl  eck, Hall 
and Hamm stand out (rightfully so) 
as the top-billed cast members but 
audiences will also recognize Slaine 

and Welliver from Affl  eck’s previ-
ous fi lm, Gone Baby Gone. Th e fi lm 
is wonderfully cast and brilliantly 
acted but possibly the most surpris-
ing  performance belongs to Gossip 
Girl’s Blake Lively who plays Doug’s 
ex — a drug addicted young mother 
and local fl oozy.  Lively proves that 
she’s more than just a pretty face, 
and can hold her own next to A-list 
stars like Ben Affl  eck.  It’s a shame 
that her character, Krista, and her 
daughter, Shine, only get minimal 
screen time.  Regardless, Lively will 
be one to watch in the future if her 

performance in Th e Town is any in-
dication of her dramatic abilities.

Another name worth mentioning 
here is the fi lm’s director of photog-
raphy, Robert Elswit — the visual 
force behind such fi lms as  Salt, 
Th ere Will be Blood, and  Syri-
ana.    He demonstrates his keen 
eye for action, composition and 
atmosphere yet again in Th e Town.  
Th e fi lm is beautifully shot and the 
dreary Boston backdrop appears as 
cold and gritty as the criminals in-
habiting it.  

Homages to fi lms such as

Heat,  Th e Departed, and  Th e 
Shawshank Redemption  will not 
be lost on the informed movie-
goer.   Ultimately,  Th e Town  is a 
satisfying sophomore feature for 
Affl  eck, one which eagerly steps 
into the big shoes left  by  Gone 
Baby Gone and is off  and running.  
Audiences won’t be disappointed, 
given the visual caliber, acting tal-
ent and clear writing the fi lm ex-
hibits.

Affl eck goes to Town
Director’s action-packed sophmore 
effort hits all the right notes

The gang all rocking the best in business casual, Charlestown style.
courtesy Warner Bros

The Town is currently playing in theatres 
everywhere.

T h e T o w n
m o v i e  p r e v i e w 
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Remi Watts
Illustrations Editor

Tokyo Police Club is one of 
three good things to ever 
come from Ontario  — the 

other two being Marine Land 
and Shenae Grimes. Th e group, 
comprised of singer and bassist 
Dave Monks, keyboardist Gra-
ham Wright, guitarist Josh Hook 
and drummer Greg Alsop, took 
the indie music scene by storm in 
2006 with the release of their ac-
claimed A Lesson in Crime EP and 
have since cemented themselves 
as one of the hardest working and 
increasingly relevant bands in the 
Canadian music scene. But big 
time success was originally not on 

the minds of Tokyo Police Club, 
whose members’ average age is 23.

“Our fi rst performance? I think 
it was fun. Th ere were three peo-
ple there,” says Wright. “We didn’t 
know one of them. Two of them 
were friends of my girlfriend at the 
time. Th ey sorta politely sat at the 
table and were very nice. We had a 
blast! We just went up from there. 
Th at was back in the day when it 
just didn’t matter that there was 
no one there. I’d like to say that it 
still doesn’t matter, but it’s kind of a 
bummer when you play a show for 
nobody. In those days just playing 
a show was enough.” 

But small shows held in subur-
ban Ontario defi nitely aren’t the 
whole story when it comes to To-
kyo Police Club — traveling across 
the nation has broadened their ap-
precation of it all. Now, the band 
admits they enjoy all of Canada.

“Th ere are lots of great things 
about Canada. Toronto is where 
we’re from, so we all love it in lots 
of ways but I have tons of friends 
out in Vancouver. I always have a 
blast out there.” 

Th ey do have a soft  spot for wild 
rose country.

“You know, I love being in Al-
berta. In a lot of ways it feels the 
most authentically Canadian to me 
to be out here. Th ere’s lots of good 
feel going on in these parts.” 

But their obvious adoration of 
‘these parts’ doesn’t end there, as 
Wright went on to state. 

“Th ere are certain things about 
Alberta, like Lake Louise, which 
are very striking and they sorta 
stick with you.” 

I told Tokyo Police Club that our 
secret here in Alberta is the boots 
— muddy, weathered, leather boots 
 — and now they’re all convinced 

they need a pair. Perhaps it’s the 
lack of wildlife back in Newmarket, 
Ontario, but I’d say someone has a 
crush on the “Fortis et liber.” 

Furthermore Tokyo Police Club 
have a strong tie to Calgary. 

“We never have anything but 
amazing shows in Calgary. Our 
fi rst ever sold out show was at Bro-
ken City. Th e people are always 
enthusiastic and kind and they’re 
always really attractive looking 
crowds!”

But whether or not Tokyo Police 
Club are willing to publicly profess 
their preference for Alberta, their 
diligent dedication to musicianship 
is paying off , as they are swift ly be-
coming some of Lady Canadiana’s 
most respectable sons.

TOKYO POLICE CLUB

Ontario based band revisit the home of their fi rst sold out show
courtesy Listener Harder

Tokyo Police Club play with the Arkells on Sept. 29 
at Mac Hall. Get tickets at primeboxoffi ce.com.

T o k y o P o l i c e C l u b
m u s i c  p r e v i e w 
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1.   Clubs week isn’t over yet. Go pretend to 
care about something or just sign up so they 
have to type in email addresses all day.

2. Read a book. I know Xbox is fun and all, but 
really, you’re in university now. 

3. Take up smoking. Nothing says cool like a lack 
of respect for your own well-being.

4. Go on YouTube and look up the best cry ever. 
Watch the auto-tuned remix.

T H I N G S  T O  D O
THEATRE

Theatre is always awesome because 

it’s real people acting as other people 

who may or may not be real. Join in 

the fun!

Starting Thursday and until October 

2nd, One Yellow Rabbit is present-

ing Michael Redhill’s Goodness. It’s 

a play about morality and guilt, but 

also some defi nite epistemological 

inquiry. Sounds like a lot of fun if 

you’re a philosophy major. There’s 

supposed to be a lot of choral mu-

sic, too. It’s being performed in the 

Big Secret Theatre upstairs in the 

Epcor Centre. Shows are every night 

at 8 p.m., with 2 p.m. matinees Sep-

tember 30 and October 2. Oh, and 

tickets are 20 bucks, but they have 

discounts for students and seniors. 

Get them at oyr.org.

The Vertigo Theatre (in the Calgary 

Tower, duh) has the courtroom 

drama 12 Angry Men on stage until 

October 10. Reviews are saying it’s 

a great tribute to the 1957 fi lm. The 

only thing missing is Henry Fonda. 

More information on showtimes 

and ticket prices are available at 

vertigotheatre.com.

CONCERTS

Thursday has a few incredible con-

certs to choose from. Go to at least 

one. All of these bands rule really, 

really hard.

You can head over to 1505 6th St 

SW for a house show featuring 

AHNA, Seizure Salad, Hatebomb

and Memory Screen. There’s go-

ing to be a load of sludge, noise and 

distortion pedals. All-ages welcome, 

starts at 7 p.m.

Immediately following, most of 

the people at that show (and one 

of the bands) will be heading over 

to Broken City for Women’s CD-

release concert. Watch The Shrap-

nelles play their fi rst show, Memory 

Screen melt brains (again) then 

get confused by Women and their 

freaky nonsense. Free pizza at mid-

night and you can get their CD fi ve 

days before its actual release date. 

Hey, that’s pretty sweet! 10 bucks 

cover, most likely. Doors open at 8 

p.m., music starts around 10.

Friday night is a bit slower. Bro-

ken City has Outdoor Miners with 

Stalwart Sons and guests. Sounds 

weird. Stalwart Sons, however, just 

fucking rule. They sound like Wash-

ington, DC in the mid-80s. Cover is 

10 bucks, doors at 9 p.m.

All day Saturday you can check out 

the Calgary Electronic Music Fes-

tival at Millennium Park (that’s the 

skatepark downtown). Three DJ 

stages featuring a bunch of people 

nobody has heard of, a market full 

of local businesses, and some sort 

of play area to drop your kids off in 

while you do some MDMA. And it’s 

all free! 

Saturday night, there’s some singer-

songwriter named Danny Michel 

playing at the Marquee Room. He 

must be a big deal, because tickets 

are 25 dollars, and you have to pick 

them up ahead of time at Sloth Re-

cords or the Uptown itself. There are 

guests playing with him, but they 

aren’t listed. Doors open at 8 p.m., 

and since it’s a folk show, it might 

actually start on time.

If you want music Sunday after-

noon, Local 510 on 17th Ave has a 

free show planned from 3–6 p.m. 

Samantha Savage Smith plays up 

some folk-rock ala… well, a lot of 

people... with a lilt in her voice. Then 

some dude named Forest Tate Fra-

ser is going to play. Maybe it’s the 

other way around. Anyway, it’s free, 

you can drink beer and get out of 

the house on a Sunday.

There’s even a good show on Sun-

day night. Broken City has Pierced 

Arrows playing with Grown-Ups. 

Pierced Arrows are a fuzzed out 

garage rock band from Portland. 

Fast and sloppy. Grown-Ups are 

Calgary’s answer to post-punk from 

the 1980s, complete with mono-

tone voice and reverberated guitars. 

Tickets are 10 bucks in advance 

from piercedarrows.eventbrite.com.

From 4–6 Thursday afternoon you can 

go watch mayor hopefuls of this fi ne 

city get heckled at the Legion. Well, 

heckled about the arts in Calgary. 

On Saturday, famed Israeli journal-

ist Gideon Levy is giving a speech, 

mostly likely about Israel and the oc-

cupation of the Gaza strip. Or kittens. 

It’s in Murray Fraser Hall, so if you live 

in residence, you can get there via tun-

nels. Tickets are 10 bucks for students, 

15 otherwise, and are available on 

www.ticketweb.ca.

Who will be the next UC Idol? Come 

out for a night of live entertainment on 

Friday, October 1, featuring student 

fi nalists, faculty judges, special perfor-

mances and prizes to be won. Tickets 

include dinner and are $8 in advance 

or $10 at the door  — visit ucidol.tk for 

more information.

MISC.
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An Innocent Abroad
by Jacob Finn

and it’s “aye,” smart but jaded. It’s 
William Wallace and Sean Con-
nery, Adam Smith and James Watt. 
It’s the place I called home for nine 
months of my life during my third 
year of university studying Com-
munication and Culture.

I think a brief history of the 
country and some interesting facts 
are in order before I go on, just to 
set the canvas before I paint the 
picture. 

Th e history of Scotland began 
some 14,000 years ago when the 
fi rst humans began to inhabit the 
land. It’s been through the Stone 
Age, Bronze Age, the Roman and 
British Empires and is now a part 
of the United Kingdom. Th ere are 
some 28 million people around 
the world who claim Scottish an-
cestry, including myself and four 
million other Canadians. 

My great grandfather was a 
farmer outside of Glasgow be-
fore he jumped ship and came to 
Winnipeg to start a new life early 
in the 20th century. 

We Canadians have a strong 
Scottish infl uence and maybe 
don’t even know it. Our fi rst 
prime minister, Sir John A. Mac-
Donald, was born in Glasgow, 
“Nova Scotia” literally translates 
to “New Scotland” and not to 
mention the countless pubs start-
ing with “Mc” or ending  with 
“gan.” 

Th e Scots pride themselves on 
being underrated in the modern 
world in a weird way. Th ey like 
that they have such a rich his-
tory fi lled with everything from 
invention to glorious battles, the 
Enlightenment and a landscape 

fi lled with lochs and mountains, 
yet no one seems to know much 
about it but them. Th ey have a 
proud streak from many battles 
against outsiders threatening 
their independence. Perhaps 
the most famous story  is Wil-
liam Wallace and the Battle at 
Stirling Bridge in the 13th Cen-
tury. Even today there is a strong 
push for complete independence 
from the United Kingdom. If a 
conversation was monotonous 
with a Scotsman in a pub or on 
the street, all I had to do was say 
how much I hated the English 
and I had both a new best friend 
and an hour’s worth of conversa-
tion. 

Th e sport of golf was born in 
Scotland, as well as scotch whis-
ky. Some say that there are 18 
holes on a golf course because 
the inventors of the sport would 
take a shot of whisky at the start 
of every hole. In the old days you 
could carry 18 shots of liquor in a 
fl ask, so they reckoned that once 
the whisky was done, so was the 
round. 

Th e general sense I got from 
the country was not unlike the 
feeling I get when reading Mac-

What follows is part one of a 
three part series about my expe-
riences as a traveler in an ancient 
land and exchange student at the 
University of Glasgow in Scotland.

Scotland is many things. It’s 
dark, it’s old, it’s castles, it’s cold. 
It’s fog at night, mist in the morn-
ing. It sounds like bag pipes and 
looks like red hair. It’s whisky, 
it’s golf, it’s plaid, it’s tea. It’s in-
dependent and nostalgic. It’s “nay” 

All one needs to go out 
into this world of ours 
and study abroad is a 

certain sense of curiosity, open-
ness to new surroundings, a 
strong want for adventure and a 
healthy mindset that you are ca-
pable of independence and can 
adequately solve any issue that 
comes your way. I had none of 
these qualities yet still left  Cal-
gary to study abroad.

A year studying abroad at 
Scotland’s University of Glasgow

Part 1
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“The basic fact about human existence is that 
it’s not tragedy, but that it’s a beautiful sight, 
son. Long and mad, and just keeps rolling ‘long. 

           — A drunk Scottish guy’s advice to me in a pub called Curlers.

beth  — black castles on stormy 
nights and a history plagued by 
bloody battles.

Now that I have painted this 
Scottish canvas, I can tell you 
what happened when I put myself 
into the picture.

Th e plane ride from Calgary to 

Glasgow was approximately 10 
hours, and for me, seemed way 
longer because I was wicked hung 
over from a dumb night of drink-
ing the day before. I had a fake 
feeling of being a man that day 
as I said goodbye to my old man, 
giving him a strong hand shake 
and keeping a straight face for my 
crying mom. 

Even though I had a 50 kg 
suitcase full of clothing, books, 
toiletries and a couple pairs of 
shoes, it felt like all I was carry-
ing was a stick with a garbage 
bag on the end; I felt like a mod-
ern vagabond. I kept replaying 
two songs on my iPod: “Born to 
Run” by Bruce Springsteen and 
“Th e Wanderer” by U2 featuring 
Johnny Cash. I was a wanderer 
on the run, no clue where the hell 
I was going or who I was going 
to be when I got there. I visual-
ized it as packing up the circus 
in Calgary and moving it to 
Glasgow. 

I made friends with the girl 
sitting next to me on the plane, 
Morgan was her name, who was 
24 and just about to get a divorce. 
She gave me her number and 
helped me fi nd my way once we 
landed in Scotland. 

My initial impressions of 
Glasgow could be summed up 
in one word: grey. It’s an old in-
dustrial town, once pumping 
out ships in its heyday but now 
slightly run down and unroman-
tic with all its grey, weathered 
warehouses. 

People drive on the left  side of 
the road over there, and yes, it 
scared me at fi rst. On the bus ride 
from the airport to my apartment  
(or ‘fl at’ as Scots call it) I thought 
we were constantly going to run 
into oncoming traffi  c. 

All students should make sure 
to bring lots of snacks for the fi rst 
day and night aft er their arrival. 
I didn’t. I crashed in my new bed 
and woke up at 11 p.m. Glasgow 
time with an empty stomach 
and no stores open to feed me. 
Th at was a long night. 

When you’re lost and lonely, 
as I felt that fi rst night, you start 
to appreciate little things you 
normally overlook. I was never 
happier than when I took my 
fi rst shower, washing off  the dis-
gusting sweat and greasy hair 
from sitting in an airtight plane 

cabin for 10 hours. 
My exchange took place at the 

University of Glasgow, which is 
the fourth-oldest university in 
the English-speaking world. Th e 
dude who invented capitalism, 
Adam Smith, went to my school. 
My campus was a castle for crying 
out loud and I loved it! 

It’s an interesting feeling to 
walk through a door that’s 500 
years old. You start to think about 
ghosts and the amount of people 
who have gone through it before 
you. Young people who are 400 
years dead and old people who 
still walk through it today. In-
teresting fact about old doors: 
they’re smaller. Perhaps people 
were shorter 500 years ago than 
they are today, I’m not really 
sure.

I gained a strong sense of ex-
citement and confi dence my fi rst 
few weeks there. I laugh when 
I look at a picture of my closet 
from my fi rst week: there’s some 
clothes, a case of beer next to 
a bottle of whisky, my guitar, a 
stack of canned beans and Dijon 
mustard. In all honesty, I had no 
clue what the hell I was doing, I 
was just trying my best to fi gure 
things out along the way. 

I learned quickly that my body 
needed more than just beans and 
toast three times a day. People 
over there thought I was crazy but 
I just told them I was a cowboy 
and that’s how things were done 
where I come from. 

I had a roommate too. His 
name was Axel and he was from 
Sweden. 

As I adjusted to my new home, 
I slowly started to notice the 
beauty of the buildings around 
me. It’s an interesting sight to 
see moss or rust on an old build-
ing, an organic marriage between 
something that man made and 
nature added to. 

I started to listen to the bag-
piping buskers in the streets of 
downtown, playing notes written 
long ago on that famous instru-
ment from the Highlands. And 

I maybe started to drink a little 
to much alcohol a little too early 
in the day. Either I packed my 
drinking problem in my suitcase 
or it followed me to Scotland. Ei-
ther way it wasn’t good, but more 
on that later.

In the months to come I trav-
eled around the UK, drank and 

danced excessively, learned how 
to throw knives and say swear 
words in Swedish, made mis-
takes with women, taught myself 
how to play guitar, talked to my 
grand-parents about Willie Nel-
son over Skype, joined the squash 
club and curling team, ended 
up in the Dublin Police Depart-

Jacob Finn/the Gauntlet

ment and then a psych ward, all 
before catching my fl ight back to 
Canada. 

Th is is my story. It was hard to 
write. I hope we’ll both gain some-
thing through my retrospection. If 
not, I hope you are at least enter-
tained.

To be continued...
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Hayley Wickenheiser, one 
of Canada’s most talented 
and successful Olympic 

hockey players, is bringing her tal-
ents to the University of Calgary. 
Last Wednesday, Dinos Athletics 
called a news conference to an-
nounce that Wickenheiser will be 
joining the U of C Dinos women’s 
hockey team. 

Considered by many to be the 
greatest female hockey player in 
the world, the 32-year-old helped 
the Canadian women’s team win 
a gold medal in Vancouver last 
February. She also collected three 
Olympic golds and one silver 

medal throughout her hockey 
career. She previously played for 
Calgary Oval X-treme club in 
the Western Women’s Hockey 
League, professional men’s hockey 
overseas in Europe and happens 
to top Canada’s all-time Olympic 
scoring list. In addition to the Di-
nos, Wickenheiser is still playing 
for the Canadian national team as 
its captain. 

Dinos coach Danielle Goyette 
said the Dinos are looking forward 
to having Wickenheiser playing on 
the team with her experience and 
energy.  

“What she is going to bring to the 
team is to show the girls how hard 
you have to work to be the best 
player in the world,” said Goyette. 

“To have the chance for the play-
ers to play with her every day and 
to see how hard she has to work, it’s 
going to help our team to get better 
and bring it to the next level.” 

Wickenheiser said she came 
to the Dinos because of her old 
friendship with Goyette and can 
count on Goyette’s coaching. Goy-
ette was her former Team Canada 
teammate in Nagano, Salt Lake 
City and Turin. 

“We played together for so many 
years. I knew her as an athlete and 

just her preparation level,” said 
Wickenheiser. 

Wickenheiser said she was con-
vinced to play in Calgary by the 
professional nature of the Dinos 

program. 
“It’s a young inexperienced 

team, but the challenge is to 
make it a new team and to win 
with it,” said Wickenheiser. “My 
goal this year is to make a good 
hockey team and its something I 
am looking forward to.”

She explained that her role 

is to try and help grow and de-
velop women’s hockey by being a 
role model and mentor for other 
players. 

“I’ll have that opportunity here 
with this program 
and CIS and then, 
at the same time, 
be able to practice a 
little bit with the 
men’s team,” said 
Wickenheiser. 

W i c k e n h e i s e r 
explained how the 
U of C is a per-

fect fi t for her because of the 
Dinos, their location and her 
ability to complete a degree in 
Kinesiology. 

“I knew I was going to go back to 
school aft er Vancouver and maybe 
someday pursue medicine,” said 
Wickenheiser. 

see wickenheiser, page 23

Canadian hockey icon dons Dinos jersey 

 To have the chance for the players to play with 
her every day and to see how hard she has to work, 
it’s going to help our team to get better and bring it to 
the next level.”
  – Danielle Goyette, Dinos women’s hockey coach

“

Wickenheiser to play for Dinos while taking classes at U of C
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“Doing it here at the U of C and 
being able to train right here at 
the oval where I’ve trained for so 
many years, it was just a good fit 
for me overall.” 

Wickenheiser is eligible to 
play in Canadian Interuniver-
sity Sport hockey because she is 
a full-time student and unlike 
men’s hockey, years spent play-
ing professionally do not count 
towards CIS eligibility. 

“Its going to be diff erent, 10 
years away from school, but fi n-
ishing the degree is something I’ve 
always wanted to do.”

Wickenheiser is looking forward 
to practicing her leadership skills 
with the Dinos. 

“These girls are young and 
they are very youthful and en-
ergentic,” said Wickenheiser. “I 
think its just going to give me 
something that I am really look-
ing forward to and need after a 
very hard Olympics here.”

Wickenheiser is playing with 
eight other Dinos recruits. She 
will make her Dinos debut in a 
two-game series against Regina 
on Oct. 8-9.

 Sydney Stokoe/the Gauntlet 

Former teammates Goyette and Wickenheiser pose following the announcement of Wickenheiser’s addition to the Dinos roster. 

Wickenheiser, 
cont’d from 22
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Mike Smith
Gauntlet Sports

When the Calgary 
Flames pulled out the 
golf clubs early last sea-

son, not many people thought they 
were going to see the same team 
next year. 

Th ey were half right. Th e Flames 
brought in two big-name free 
agents who, as it turns out, have 
been here before. Olli Jokinen, 
an all-too-familiar former Flame, 
departed the team near the trade 
deadline last year aft er playing 56 
games. Aft er a short stint with the 

New York Rangers, Jokinen was 
surprised to hear that Darryl Sut-
ter was the fi rst to call when free 
agency began on July 1st this past 
summer. 

Another big signing the Flames 
made was familiar face Alex Tan-
guay, who joined the team along 
with Jokinen on July 1st. Tanguay 
and Jokinen are expected to play 
on the top line with Jarome Iginla. 
Last year the Olli/Jarome experi-
ment was de-railed when both 
players coincidentally had sub-par 
seasons. 

Coming into training camp this 
past weekend, Flames fans are try-

ing to fi nd a bright side to bringing 
two players that have disappointed 
during previous stays in Cow-
town. Th e goal scoring abilities of 
Jokinen and Iginla put together 
with Tanguay’s pass-fi rst mentality 
should result in pretty plays from a 
line with chemistry. Driving home 
aft er the game should at the very 
least be more enjoyable and less 
disappointing. 

Jay Bouwmeester, Robyn Re-
gehr, Ian White and Mark Gior-
dano form arguably the best defen-
sive core in the league. Th at makes 
a high-calibre top four mixed with 
off ensive specialists and solid, 

shut-down defensive d-men. 
With the plan to play a more 

off ensive system this year, Bouw-
meester should be able to have a 
comeback year — especially fol-
lowing last year’s struggles when 
he only put three tallies up on the 
board and helped with 26 assists. 
In order to be competitive this 
year, J-Bo needs to be better off en-
sively and with a more off ensive fo-
cus, expectations for him to come 
through are higher.  Giordano, also 
an off ensive d-man, had an average 
season in the 2009/2010 campaign 
and should jump in on off ensive 
chances more oft en this year.

For the first time in a long 
time, the Flames will see a new 
face between the pipes. Don’t 
worry Flames fans, our beloved 
Kipper will still be the main man. 
With last year’s backup, Curtis 
McElhinney  , being traded at the 

deadline, the Flames were in the 
market for a new, more reliable 
back-up. (Youngsters in the farm 
system, Matt Keetley and Leland 
Irving were deemed not ready 
for the jump to the big show and 
needed more development in the 
minors). So, the Flames went out 
and got six-foot-five Swedish 
elite league goalie Henrik Karls-
son from the San Jose Sharks. 
Ring any bells Flames fans? Kip-
per was nabbed from the Sharks 
in a very similar deal. This rais-
es hopes of déjà vu as Kipper is 
nearing the age of decline in an 
athlete’s life. Karlsson is expected 
to play between 20 and 25 games 
this season as Kipper’s back-up. 

With the season opening train-
ing camp beginning this weekend, 
the weather getting colder and the 
summer sports coming to an end, 
IT’S TIME FOR HOCKEY!

Sportspinion: Thoughts on a slightly changed team

Rhiannon Kirkland
Gauntlet Sports

Th ree members of the University 
of Calgary Dinos were included in 
a list of the Top 15 prospects for the 
2011 Canadian Football League draft  
released by the CFL scouting bureau 
last Th ursday. 

Receiver Anthony Parker was third 
on the list, receiver Nathan Coehoorn 
was seventh and Running Back Matt 
Walter was 14th. 

“It’s just a list right now, it doesn’t 
mean I’m going to be draft ed,” said 

Walter. “It’s nice to be recognized and 
it’s good motivation.” 

Walter said his greatest asset as a 
player is his consistency. 

“Th ey’re the kind of guys that can 
continually motivate themselves and 
consequently they’re being recog-
nized by being on this list,” said Dinos 
football head coach Blake Nill.

Nill said scouts are interested in 
Parker, Coehoorn and Walter be-
cause of their hard work and because 
they are the best at their positions. 

“Every time you look at something 
and see you’re one of the top athletes 

playing football in your age group, it’s 
defi nitely exciting,” said Coehoorn. 

Coehoorn listed his strength as 
speed, catching ability and physical 
play. 

“Th ey want guys who can help 
them win football games at the pro 
level,” said Nill. “Th ey want to see 
guys who showcase good discipline, 
good character and the intelligence to 
play at the next level.” 

Of the 15 prospects, the Dinos 
make up 75 per cent of Canada West 
players on the list and a full third of 
the nine taken from CIS.

Dinos players make the list of top 
CFL draft prospects
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Hopefully your second week of class-
es is going awesome and you are not 
too tired yet. If you think of anything 
you would like to share with us as you 
wander about the halls, hang out with 
your friends, nap and wait in the Tim 
Hortons line you should submit them. 
Anything fi t for a Facebook status or 
Twitter will do. All you have to do 
is take your TLF up to MSC 319 and 
drop it in the TLF box or email it to 
tlfs@thegauntlet.ca. All submissions 
must include your name, ID number, 
phone number and signature. Sub-
missions that are judged to be racist, 
sexist, homophobic or attacks of a 
personal nature will not be tolerated. 

Dear physics teacher:
Brevity is the soul of wit and good 
communication.

-Befuddled

Washrooms near, no doubt,
No evidence of signage,
I wander the halls.
(Dedicated to Brent Constantin for his 
incredibly true opinions article.)

-HiddenPlumbing

Do yoga. It’s cheap and they have 
classes like all the time. 

-Newbie

Trogdor was a MAN. Trogdor fail. 
[Is it just me or does this 

submitter seem a little bit 
jealous of Trogdor with his 

awesome powers and 
what not? Trogdor never 

fails, or at least only rarely.
-Trogdor-Ed]

Bop bop a loo whop a bop bam boo! 
-B. Shears

“How can you say there are too many 
children? It’s like saying there are too 
many fl owers.”

-Mother Theresa via Survivor

Dear U of C,
Why do we need a Rogers store on 
campus? Anything would have been
more useful. A Chucky Cheese would 
have made me happier, even an emp-
ty space would have been one up. 

[A Chucky Cheese would 
be very useful. A way for 

all the students to unwind, 
play some games and be

 near bright lights. Now people 
 have to walk slightly farther 

to get to Tim Hortons. It is 
truly a sorry state of affairs.

-Divert-Ed]

Connect four is awesome. Balder-
dash isn’t bad either. 

Waterbottle taps on fountains are a 
wonderful thing.

Brent Constantin is amazing. 
He writes amazing articles you should 
look up online. Seriously. 

VOTE Naheed Nenshi for Mayor on 
Oct. 18

Advanced voting station in MacEwan 
Student Centre 12 p.m. – 7 p.m. Octo-
ber 6, 7, 8, 12 and 13.

Remi looks like the old guy in the 
movie UP!

Calgary didn’t get summer and it 
looks like it won’t be getting fall either. 

-The Weatherman

Overheard at the U of C:

– If you build it they will come.
– I’m already here.

-Eavesdropper 

New umbrella bought at the book-
store — I push the button once, it 
opens; I push the button again, it 
CLOSES!!!! This totally made my day.

-SingInTheRain
[I hate it when it starts raining

 and you have to make the 
choice between being wet 

and buying a new umbrella. 
Having your umbrella be super

 awesome totally makes 
up for it.]

Happy alleged birthday Emily Ask. 
-Gauntlet Staff

Overheard at the U of C:

Also on the second last turn there’s a 
zombie invasion. Only the people in 
the elevator survive because zombies 
don’t know how to use elevators.

-Eavesdropper

How to spend money:
Don’t listen to engineers. 

-Computer Scientist

Cold = layers of clothes. 
But what I have seen in Canada is 
cold = less clothes. 

-Newbie

Isn’t it about time that someone fi xed 
the automatic doors at the entrance 
to the science theaters/social science 
building? They only open halfway 
and it’s been like that for about a 
year and a half.

Foresight is clouded but retrospect 
is 20/20. 

-Laura Sadler

Early packers: you are the worst 
specimen of all students. You make 
everyone look vapid and disrespect-
ful. Painful truth: you are not that 
important.
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