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 news 

Filling That Empty Space
University administration and the Students’ Union both fall short 

The University of Calgary 
has put up some unnec-
essary red tape around 

the newly renovated Th at Empty 
Space by not renewing their liquor 
licence. 

Th e venue can survive without 
alcohol, of course, but the seem-
ingly arbitrary nature of the uni-
versity’s decision is disconcerting. 
U of C administration is in charge 
of all liquor policy, which aff ects 
Th at Empty Space even though the 
space is a Students’ Union-run ven-
ue like Th e Den and MacEwan Hall. 
Who knew simply moving down a 
set of stairs would create so much 
bureaucratic hassle?

Th e SU has not run into any prob-
lems regarding liquor in the Space 
before, so a poor track record can’t 
be U of C administration’s excuse 
for banning alcohol. Th e decision 
not to renew the licence creates 
more work for both sides and an 
element of distrust between the 
U of C and students where there 
is no cause. It’s an unnecessary 
stance on behalf of the university.

It does seem strange that the SU 
wouldn’t have applied for the li-
cence earlier — just in case snags 
like this occurred. Th ey’ve known 
the space would be moving for 
the past year so it’s unfortunate 
that the liquor aspect was put off  

until the last minute. Also, the SU 
went ahead with the design for 
Th at Empty Space — which in-
cludes a bar — before obtaining 
confi rmation regarding the liquor 
licence. True, the bar can be used 
for serving non-alcoholic drinks 
but it was clearly meant to fulfi ll 
the same role as the mobile bar in 
the old location.

A lack of liquor at Th at Empty 
Space is regrettable but students 
would still use it for its primary 
function — showcasing local 
music talent in an intimate set-
ting for a low cost. Th is, how-
ever, is also under threat. Th e SU 
has changed its concert sched-
ule from every week to once a 
month this year. Th is decision is 
solely that of the SU — a choice 
made independent of university 
administration and seemingly 
independent of the students 
who attended concerts at the 
Space. 

Students’ Union 
president Lauren 
Webber said that 
because concerts 
in the Space are 
only once a month, 
the SU will be able to 
bring in bigger bands 
to play. What made Th at 
Empty Space so charming, 

however, was never the status of 
bands — it was how the concerts 
exposed students to new and lo-
cal music. (Th e cheap price was 
an excellent bonus.) Some bands 
were a hit and some were a miss 
but it didn’t matter because  was 
always something diff erent. It 

makes sense that the 
university would 
have a venue of this 
character, support-

ing bands off  
the beaten path 

with sounds 
nonconducive 

to the main-
stream,  instead 

of booking acts sole-
ly by popularity.

Why mess with a good 
thing? Th ere are no justifi ed 

concerns to prevent liquor from 
being served in the space and 
there were no concerns with the 
type and frequency of bands that 
played either. Both the U of C and 
the SU need to give reasons for 
these changes and listen to stu-
dents. Students were fi ne with the 
way Th at Empty Space was oper-
ated. Th e SU runs the risk of hav-
ing a truly empty space with these 
changes.

. . Th e Gauntlet Editorial Board



n e w sEditor: Brent Constantin—news@thegauntlet.ca
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Rhiannon Kirkland
Sports Editor

 

That Empty Space is look-
ing a lot emptier these days.
Th ere have been many 

changes at Th at Empty Space over 
the past few months. Not only has 
the student-run venue moved from 
its home next to the food court, it 
also has a new programming focus 
and fewer concerts. Now one more 
big change can be added to the list 
as Th at Empty Space is without a 
liquor licence.

 Th e Students’ Union made a re-
quest to the University of Calgary at 
the beginning of September for a li-
quor licence for Th at Empty Space’s 
new location. As the university 
owns the building, they are respon-
sible for obtaining a licence from 
the Alberta Gaming and Liquor 
Commission. Th e SU is responsible 
for managing the space. 

SU president Lauren Webber said 
their request was denied by the 
U of C.

“Th is year, being that it’s in a 
space downstairs that was not 
previously part of our concert op-
erations, we wanted to make sure 
that we could get a licence for that 
operation and this is where things 
have sort of hit a snag,” said SU vice-
president operations and fi nance 
James Delaney. 

 The SU currently has liquor li-
cences for The Den, Black Lounge 

and the Conference and Events 
Centre. Delaney said That Empty 
Space used to be considered an-
other concert and was covered 

under these liquor licences. The 
SU and the university administra-
tion are in the process of discuss-
ing the issue said Delaney.

Th ere is a possibility the SU can 
apply again for a liquor licence in 
the future, said Voula Cocolakis, 
associate vice provost residence and 
ancillary service.

“We’ve had a number of parties 
come and ask for a licence for a spe-
cifi c space and at this point we’ve 
decided to just hold off  on all re-
quests,” said Cocolakis. 

 Various student clubs, organiza-
tions and groups from the commu-
nity at large have applied for per-
mits. Applications from all of these 
groups, including the SU, are being 
dealt with in the same manner in 
order to be fair as possible said Co-
colakis.

 “How it’s resolved doesn’t matter 
so much as that it is resolved favour-
ably for us,” said Delaney. “Whether 
it is sort of its own entity and its a 
licensed monthly event or whether 
its licensed though as a concert, it 
doesn’t really matter as long as at 
the end of the day things work out 
like it was before hand.”

According to president Webber, 
Th at Empty Space has no track re-
cord of incidents or problems with 
alcohol.

 “I think it will defi nitely cut back 
on the number of people that go,” 
said second-year psychology stu-
dent Kathleen Engel. “I hate to say 
it but a lot of people love to go to 
concerts and be able to have a beer 
and if they can’t do that they might 
go elsewhere; go to one of the bars 

or stay in res and drink if that’s kind 
of their option.”

Melanie Bird, a fi rst-year envi-
ronmental science student, said 
she thinks the lack of liquor might 
deter certain people from attending 
events at Th at Empty Space.

 “Th e Den is right next door, so if 
people really wanted to drink they 
could go there,” Bird said. “Th ough 
it is really nice to have a couple of 
beers when you are listening to mu-
sic so if they could get their license 
back it’d be pretty awesome. Ev-
erybody loves live music right and 
they’ve got all sorts of other cool 
stuff  going on, like they’ve got the 
yoga and stuff .”

While the SU plans to eventually 
allow clubs to use the space, they 
have cut concerts to once a month 
instead of every week. 

“Just budgetary-wise we thought 
that if did a concert once a month 
we could get a bigger act, a way 
more recognized one, and put most 
of our monetary eff orts into that,” 
said Webber. 

Programming will continue as 
scheduled in Th at Empty Space.

“As much we want it resolved, 
[Cocolakis] also wants it resolved,” 
Delaney said. “It’s not that anyone’s 
being diffi  cult, it’s just that the uni-
versity’s managing a lot more re-
quests this year and she just wants 
to put that in perspective. You want 
to balance these types of things but 
we are going to be talking to her.”

That Empty Space loses liquor licence

 Sydney Stokoe/the Gauntlet 

The new That Empty Space opened this fall next to Subway.

c a m p u s  q u i p sHow do you think the U of C denying That Empty Space a liquor licence will affect attendance?

“I don’t think it will, 
people don’t really 
go there to drink. 
But it does kind of 
suck.”
– Davis de Souza, 
third-year business

“It might have a 
potential to lower 
attendance, but 
maybe people who 
don’t drink will go.”
– Allison Bush, 
third-year 
education

“Friday is a day 
people can unwind. 
Maybe people won’t 
come without the 
novelty of drinking.”
– Michael De 
Souza, fourth-year 
biological science

“With the option of 
a drink people are 
more inclined to go.”
– Brittany Marsh, 
fourth-year 
business

Interviews: Cheryl Rowland, Photographs: Erin Shumlich

 Students’ Union executives plan for their upcoming year
 Sarah Dorchak
  Gauntlet News

  
  Ever wondered what the Student’s  Union 

actually does? Th e SU executives have been 
in offi  ce for fi ve months now, but what have 
they accomplished so far?

  Every four months, the SU executives de-
liver a report to the 68th Student Legislative 
Council in order to keep the SU accountable 
to their strategic plan for the year. Th eir fi rst 

trimester report encompasses May to Au-
gust.

  During the summer months the SU ex-
ecutives attended several retreats where they 
networked and developed their roles with 
other student executives from across the 
country.

  Last trimester SU president Webber be-
came familiar with faculty and senior ad-
ministration and attended the Board of 
Governors meeting. She, along with SU vice-

president external Hardave Birk, have fo-
cused on SU’s role in the Canadian Alliance 
of Student Associations to strengthen policy 
aimed at the federal government. 

  Webber’s focus for the rest of the semester 
will be working to rebrand and market the 
SU.

  “I think a lot of people know the name SU 
but when asked what we do, a huge amount 
of the population of this campus had no 
idea what the SU does or how they make a 

diff erence,” Webber said. “I really want to 
improve those lines of communication and 
make sure that students and university com-
mittees know what the SU stands for and 
provides.”

  SU VP operations and fi nance James Del-
aney met with various directors and manag-
ers to understand the budget.

  “By the end of it, I still don’t know where 
every single stamp or crayon goes, but 

  see  SU EXECUTIVE PLAN,  page 6  



Jeffery Spooner 
Gauntlet News

University of Calgary’s Cam-
pus Recreation facilities are 
the largest and most popu-

lar of their kind in Calgary. Unfortu-
nately, their extensive usage can in-
crease the opportunity to for certain 
individuals to violate the established 
guidelines.

Following a particular occur-
rence of harassment last spring 
when a woman was chided by an-
other patron on her choice of dress, 
Campus Recreation began a cam-
paign to increase awareness of their 
current guidelines. Kinesiology 
communications director Don Mc-
Swiney said the current regulations 
are enough to uphold the exercise 
facilities’ expected standards.

“Given the fact that the Fitness 
Centre is fi lled to capacity most parts 
of the day, I’m surprised by how few 
issues we have,” said McSwiney.

“I’m very comfortable doing my 
own thing,” said fi rst-year inter-
national relations major Madeline 
Maes.

McSwiney said they would not be 
implementing any new rules.

“We’re not going to start holding 
cultural education workshops on 
what it means to live in Canada,” 
said McSwiney. “It’s not our place to 
dictate morality.”

He said that violations of the cur-
rent code will be dealt with appro-
priately to ensure the comfort of all 
users.

“We do not want to see people 
behaving disrespectfully to other 
people. We’re not going to accept 

that, we’ve never accepted that,” said 
McSwiney. “If, for example, a guy is 
working out in a Speedo, we’ll deal 
with that, but it’s not up to you to 
dictate morality. Everyone needs to 
feel comfortable when working out, 
so we can’t have people coming in 
and accosting or bothering people.”

McSwiney states that the in-
creased communication of the cur-
rent guidelines via humorous infor-
mative slides on Fitness Centre TVs 
has shown positive results.

“Overall, awareness of the rules 
and regulations has increased. Th e 
Fitness Centre staff  have put up 
some slides on the TVs on some of 
the most common complaints they 
get — spitting in the water fountains 
and excessive grunting to name a 
few. Th at’s the sort of thing that we’re 
trying to get across, basically just 

how adults behave in a modern so-
ciety,” said McSwiney.

“I’ve never come across any is-
sues of respect,” says fi rst-year 
economics major Jason Rogers.

Campus Recreation also reminds 
students that fees for the recreation 
facilities are part of tuition and they 
can use the facilities simply by show-
ing their ID card.
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Guidelines help campus rec from being wrecked

Users work out at the campus fi tness centre.
 Gregory Groeneveld/the Gauntlet 

Annie Wang
Gauntlet News

In an ideal city, everyone 
has a roof over their heads, 
food in their stomachs, 

clothes on their backs 
and shoes on their 

feet. Th is is not 
the case in Cal-
gary. Every year, 
more than 4,500 

Calgarians, the 
equivalent of 
a small town, 
exp er ience 

homeless-
ness. Th ey 

w a n d e r 
a rou nd 
c i t y 
streets 
— not 
k n o w -

ing where they will sleep, when they will eat or 
when they will have their next shower.

Th e city held its 14th Annual Homeless Aware-
ness Week with the theme “A Roof is Not Enough,” 
this past week. Aimed at educating Calgarians 
about the realities of homelessness, the awareness 
week featured events around the city designed to 
highlight the complexities of homelessness and ex-
pose its many myths.

On campus, the Centre for Community-En-
gaged Learning promoted Homeless Awareness 
Week by inviting Susan Scott, author of All Our Sis-
ters: Stories of Homeless Women in Canada and No 
Fixed Address, Tales from the Street, to talk to stu-
dents about what homelessness is like for women.

Scott was also the keynote speaker at a national 
conference on homelessness held 18 months ago at 
the University of Calgary.

Before beginning the discussion on homeless-
ness, Scott questioned what it really means to have 
a home.

“Home is where we can be ourselves, where we 
don’t need to wear a dressing gown to go to the 
bathroom at night,” said Scott. “Home gives us 

choices — what to eat and when, who to invite and 
who to exclude . . . Home should be safe.”

Scott pointed out many people have roofs 
but not homes. Th ese include those living 
in shelters, “couch-surfi ng,” going from one 
friend’s place to the next or living in unsafe 
conditions. Th ese individuals, who are oft en 
women, are excluded annually from the home-
less population count because they are impos-
sible to locate.

Scott shared many stories from the streets to 
bring to light what it is like for a woman to be 
homeless. She spoke of one woman who could not 
ask the men at the shelters for sanitary pads out of 
embarrassment, and another who could not show-
er at the Mustard Seed because she did not feel safe 
one thin wall away from the men.

“When I did the interviews, at the end, I al-
ways asked one question,” said Scott, “ ‘If you 
had your way, if you had one wish, what would 
it be?’ No one asked for a knight in shiny armor 
or to win the lottery, everyone wanted a home.”

“I really enjoyed hearing Susan because she puts 
  see  a roof is not a home,  page  11 

A roof is not a enough for many homeless 
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I do know why that department 
needs the stamps and crayons,” 
said Delaney. 

  Delaney and Webber have started 
discussion with university adminis-
tration about the 2014 end date of 
the SU’s licence of occupation, oper-
ation and management agreement.

  “We know what we want, so we 
need to see what the university 
wants and align those priorities 
wherever possible,” Delaney said. 
“Getting some preliminary work 
done on this process is an impor-
tant goal, especially in light of the 
MacEwan Master Plan.”

  Delaney, along with senior rep-
resentatives from the university 
and the president of the Graduate 
Students’ Association, is a part of 
the MacEwan Master Plan com-
mittee. Together they aim to make 
the MacEwan Student Centre “big-
ger and better.”

  “Th is committee is basically di-
recting the future of this building,” 
said Delaney. “It has jurisdiction to 
plan the future of MSC with abso-
lute free reign and in the context 
of the soon-to-expire licence and 
operating agreement, I have to be 
hyper-sensitive to suggestions and 
developments.”

  “There’s a strong student pres-
ence on the team and to be able 

to have our concerns heard is 
definitely a good thing,” he said.

  Delaney has also been working 
towards increasing the sustain-
ability practices in MSC with the 
U of C Eco Club and Citizens Ad-
vocating Use of Sustainable Energy 
to develop a speaking event.

  For the next few months, Del-
aney plans to tackle developing 
self-sustaining programs.

  “It’s been hard to get the com-
mittee going and I feel like sustain-
ability is the part of the portfolio 
that’s been hit or miss every year,” 
he said. “I’m going to be meeting 
with the university about getting 
some metrics in place so we can 
judge our own progress with waste 
management and energy usage. I 
have some campaigns I want to do, 
like reducing coff ee cup waste in 
Mac Hall.”

  With the upcoming election, 
vice president external Hardave 
Birk is voicing student issues to 
mayoral and alderman candi-
dates.

  “We’ve had the opportunity 
of meeting with the majority 
of mayoral candidates as well 
as Ward One candidates,” Birk 
said. “Through these meetings 
we’ve been able to help the can-
didates in formulating more stu-

dent-friendly platforms.”
  He also hopes to increase stu-

dent turnout at the election.
  “Th is year we will be running a 

joint iVOTE campaign with the Cal-
gary Student Caucus,” Birk said. “It 
will be an exciting fall semester at 
the municipal level and we really 
hope that the voter turnout this 
election can be greatly increased.”

  For the next few months Birk 
will be advocating for a provincial 

post-secondary non-instructional 
fee regulation to be put in place.

  “U of C has some of the highest 
non-instructional fees. Th ey raise 
these fees when they have reached 
the tuition cap,” said Birk. “Having 
this mandatory regulation in place 
will help keep costs down for stu-
dents.”

  VP student life Jennifer Abbott is 
enhancing the student experience 
and engagement. She sat on many 

committees throughout the sum-
mer to help boost orientation week 
participation.

  “All of the planning and logistics 
for orientation week events occurred 
at these meetings,” said Abbott.

  “I was also the executive lead on 
ensuring all of the faculty repre-
sentatives got 15 minutes of time at 
their faculty orientation sessions.”

  Th e representatives, along with 
Abbott, lobbied for these times, 
with success.

  She’s also developed a more en-
gaging clubs week and improved 
SU communication with clubs.  

  “Our vision is to really put the 
clubs committee out there so that 
clubs know that this is the highest 
governing body for them and see it 
as being important.” 

  In the future Abbott will focus 
on defi ning her new role in the SU, 
as well as continuing to engage stu-
dents through the Dinos Campaign, 
Movies Th at Matter committee and 
the upcoming wellness month.

VP academic Alyssa Stacy hopes 
to reestablish the Canadian Round 
Table on Academic Materials this 
year, a group tasked with advocating 
for costs and availability of texts.

  Th e next trimester report to Stu-
dent Legislative Council will be at 
the end of December. 
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SU executive plan, continued from page 4

SU VP operations and fi nance Delaney smiles for the camera.

Woe is wheels for cyclists at McGill with new no bike zone on campus
Erin Shumlich
Gauntlet News

Biking is lobbied as an eco-
friendly means of transportation 
which provides accessibility, conve-
nience and a great way for students 
to lose that freshman 15. Although 
Calgary’s urban sprawl and the 
looming winter months make year-
round cycling a diffi  cult quest, bik-
ing remains a way many students 
commute. With many calling the 
city’s the transit system unreliable 
and frustrating, cycling is growing 
in popularity. 

“Th e bus is sometimes late, very 
infrequent and an indirect root to 
school,” said Courtney Ho, third-
year English student. “I could see 

it being very diffi  cult for some stu-
dents to have this as an option.” 
Park and Ride fees are $3 and tran-
sit fares $2.75.

Th e Bike Root, a campus bike 
cooperative cycling promoter, was 
moved at the end of the summer. 
Th e U of C fi nished construction 
on the quadrangle and needed ac-
cess to the loading dock the group 
was then occupying in Murray Fra-
ser Hall. With the group’s relocation 
to northwest campus, the cycling 
community no longer has conve-
nient access to cycling services. Al-
though Bike Root still off ers tune-
ups every Wednesday, on campus 
biking facilities for students are get-
ting harder and harder to come by. 

“Th ere hasn’t been a big push for 

the university to fi nd an alternate 
space,” said Robert Wilson, third-
year economics major.

U of C media relations associ-
ate director Grady Semmens said 
one of the biggest concerns re-
garding eco-friendly transporta-
tion to and from the university is 
accessibility for bikers and tran-
sit users. 

A U of C plan was announced 
July 13 to build bike shelters around 
campus to encourage biking. Each 
shelter will hold around 40 bikes 
which the U of C hopes will accom-
modate all bicycle commuters on 
campus.

Despite the diffi  culties bikers 
face, some universities are imple-
menting rules to further restrict 
biking on campus.

“Montreal is so convenient for 
biking, but is almost not worth it to 
bike to school anymore,” said Tereza 
Jarnikova, third-year biology major 
at McGill University. “Th e toughest 
part is fi nding a parking spot. Th is 
never used to be a problem. I oft en 
end up late for class,” 

Implemented on May 28, the rule 
requires cyclists to dismount while 
travelling across campus to priori-
tize pedestrian safety. “Dismount 

your Bike” signs have been sto-
len out of protest and bikers oft en 
speed past security guards.

Th e toughest part about the “no 
biking on campus” at McGill Uni-
versity for most students was their 
lack of input regarding its execu-
tion. “We were really unaware that 
this was even being considered,” 
said Jarnikova.

Kristen Montanini, a third-year 
English major at the U of C, has 
never had an accident with a cyclist. 

“I don’t think many people bike 
from class to class, only to get to 
and from school. To be honest, I 
have noticed more skateboarders 

than anything,” said Montanini.
Th e U of C is not considering 

moving in the same direction as 
McGill when it comes to biking on 
campus. Although McGill is the 
only university in Canada to have 
this rule in eff ect, several American 
schools also have similar policies in 
place. 

Despite the lack of space for the 
Bike Root, avid bikers are still ped-
alling their way to campus.

“Th ere’s nothing that will stop 
me from biking to school,” said 
Pheelan Mah, a third-year engi-
neering student. “Except maybe a 
blizzard.”

Bikes are a popular choice for transportation to campus.
 Peter ReMartinez/the Gauntlet 

 Sydney Stokoe/the Gauntlet 
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New refugee student thankful for help 
Amy Badry
News Assistant

World University Ser-
vices of Canada is a 
national organization 

with chapters in numerous univer-
sities across campus. Focusing on 
human development through edu-
cation and training, WUSC supports 
more than 50 student refugees that 
come to Canada each year pursu-
ing post-secondary education.

“WUSC focuses on international 
development and tries to do this 
through education,” said WUSC 
co-chair Carol Chu. “Th e student 
refugee program is one of its main 
programs.”

Th e University of Calgary chap-
ter was founded in 1988 Chu said 
in the that time it has sponsored 
about 20 students.

Every full-time student at the 
U of C supports the program by 
paying a levy of $2.25 included 
in yearly fees. Last year a refer-
endum to increase the levy by $1 
per full-time student was passed, 
bringing a second student refu-
gee to the U of C. Money collect-
ed goes directly to supporting the 
refugee student on campus. The 
levy covers tuition, fees, hous-
ing, food and other day-to-day 
expenses. Each year, the student 
receives a decreasing amount as 
WUSC expects they will become 

better integrated into the com-
munity.

“By year four the student will 
receive only a couple thousand 
dollars,” said Chu. “Th ey have the 
option to either raise the money 
by working or applying for student 
loans.”

“None of it is sent to the head 
organization. It stays on campus 
and is budgeted throughout a four-

year period to help facilitate the 
students expenses,” said WUSC co-
chair Dylan Jones. “Th is program 
is so unique. We all pay this small 
amount of money that you could 
lose in your couch and because we 
collectively do this it is enough to 
support a student over a four-year 
period.”

Financial support is not the only 
way WUSC helps new students, so-

cial support is also an important 
part of the organization.

Homestays, day trips to the 
mountains, touring the sights of 
Calgary and enjoying Canadian 
pastimes such as tobogganing are 
ways WUSC ensures new students 
feel comfortable in their new 
home.

Tuyisenge Celestin is the newest 
student to be sponsored. He ar-
rived in August and is now taking 
a full course load at the U of C.

“It is a huge support,” said Ce-
lestin. “[Th e student refugee pro-
gram] gives me the opportunity to 
come to the University of Calgary 
and study. Th ey show me around, 
help me make new friends. Th ere 
are a lot of social supports.”

WUSC has partnerships with 
three refugee camps in Africa — 
two in Kenya and one in Malawi. 
Celestin came from the Dzaleka 
refugee camp in Malawi.

“What is important about these 
partnerships is that it really helps 
speed up the process of things like 
immigration, getting documents 
and papers,” said Jones. “We have a 
partnership and system for getting 
those things in place.”

Still the process is long, explained 
Celestin. Educational qualifi ca-
tions, volunteer experience, merit 
and community contribution are all 
examined when applying.

“Many people apply but few are 

taken,” said Celestin, who is enjoy-
ing Calgary and his new home on 
campus.

“It is a new environment. Some-
times I miss home and the food I 
am use to,” said Celestin, “but still 
I am making new friends and I am 
adapting to the environment.”

WUSC boasts a 97 per cent grad-
uation and success rate of spon-
sored students.

“Th e program is very helpful. It 
gives hope to many students from 
war–torn countries,” said Celestin. 
“It gives them hope to come and 
study and have a good future. So 
without the program I wouldn’t 
have come to Canada. I really ap-
preciate it.”

“It is such a small contribution, 
why not,” said fourth-year inter-
national relations student Michel 
McLeod. “Especially if it is going to 
have such a signifi cant impact on a 
persons life and education is the key 
to empowerment. It is meaningful 
and can have an impact, I totally 
support it.”

Celestin is appreciative of the 
program and asked students to 
continue supporting WUSC.

“I would like to thank students 
and ask them to continue as well 
in participating in this kindness,” 
said Celestin. “It is giving a light 
of hope to many hopeless students 
who are in the camps in diff erent 
countries.”

Refugee student Tuyisenge Celestin values WUSC’s support.
 Andy Williams/the Gauntlet 
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A few iconic references come 
to mind when one men-
tions the 1960s – the moon 

landing, J.F.K., Woodstock, Viet-
nam and of course, the Beatles.

Although few students have 
personally experienced the British 
Invasion, it is not uncommon to 
still fi nd many who share a love for 
these musicians. It’s because of this 
enduring legacy that the Univer-
sity of Calgary is off ering  a course 
for fans, followers and even critics 
of the Beatles. 

“They are a unifier of genera-

tions,” said professor James Ist-
vanffy, who is teaching the course 
alongside his brother, professor 
Robert Istvanffy.

As part of the continuing educa-
tion program, the course does not 
count for credit but James Istvanff y 
would be the fi rst to vouch that 
what students might get out of it is 
worth much more. If anything, the 
course breaks up a hectic student 
life. 

Istvanff y said the type of people 
who usually register for his class 
truly love the material and love to 
learn.

“In non-credit courses there is a 
lot of fl exibility and in that sense 

it is more fun for the instructor as 
well as the students,” said Istvanff y. 

The brothers hope to bring ac-
tivities like the Rock Band video 
games into class to lighten the 
mood and as a learning tech-
nique. 

James Istvanff y said learning 
about the Beatles is benefi cial not 
solely on a musical and amuse-
ment level, but historically and 
socially as well. Th ere are many 
implications in the group’s music 
modern audiences may not have a 
grasp on. 

Th e course’s main purpose is 
analyzing the Beatles’ albums and 
songs to look at the context of their 

work. Many of the homework as-
signments see students analyzing 
certain albums and specifi c songs 
in depth, as well as fi nding rel-
evance between past world events 
and how they infl uenced and the 
Beatles’ music. 

“If you want to understand the 
’60s, listen to the Beatles,” said Ist-
vanff y.

Although many Beatles’ songs 
vocalize themes of love, their lyr-
ics reveal political undertones and 
thought provoking statements 
about life. 

“Th ey tell the story of what’s go-
ing on in the world,” said Istvanff y.

Th is is the brothers’ fi rst time 

teaching this course and though 
James’ background is in military 
history, the material of HUM 128 
has been a passion of his for over 
20 years. His brother Robert shares 
an identical adoration.

Istvanff y compared the study of 
the Beatles to the study of Shake-
speare.

“Th ey both have the ability to 
convey thoughts of your mind and 
heart into words,” James Istvanff y 
states.

 He admitted that this is a diffi  -
cult feat to achieve, an ability that 
makes the Beatles so special. 

“Th ey just deserve a course,” 
James simply stated.

Class profile: studying the Beatles

Michelle Cheng 
Gauntlet News

Unsuspecting visitors to Calgary 
might assume that this city follows 
the normal seasonal changes the 
rest of the world enjoys. Th is pleas-
ant state of obliviousness oft en gets 
a rude awakening in the form of a 
surprise ambush by a hail or snow 
storm in the middle of summer.  
Luckily there are ways students can 
prepare before travelling to a new 
country.

Alexandre Ste-Marie, VP Com-
munications for AIESEC, explained 
that an international internship ex-
perience with her group includes 
support from a vast global network 
of fellow AIESEC members. Outgo-
ing interns are provided with the 
resources and information that will 
prepare them for working abroad, 
including advice about the local 
weather.

AIESEC is the world’s largest stu-
dent-run organization. Spanning 
over 107 countries and 50,000 mem-
bers, AIESEC connects students with 
international internship opportuni-
ties. 

With partners that include Uni-

lever, Cadbury, PriceWaterHouseC-
ooper and Facebook, AIESEC off ers 
access to intern positions with orga-
nizations around the world. 

“You can go on an internship 
or be a part of the support team 
helping other students go on in-
ternship,” said Ste-Marie. “We 
have different roles ranging from 
communications to alumni rela-
tions. General members can also 
take ownership of projects they 
find interesting. In that sense, 
AIESEC really offers students con-
crete work experience.” 

While their offi  ces are located in 
Scurfi eld Hall, AIESEC is not limited 
to students in the Haskayne School 
of Business. Students from any 
faculty can become members and 
choose an internship based on their 
interests.

“We recently sent a management 
intern to Malaysia and some devel-
opmental studies interns to Brazil, 
Pakistan, India and China,” she said.

An internship’s conditions can 
vary greatly depending on the pro-
spective employer. While room and 
board are usually provided, intern-

ships may be paid or unpaid and 
can last between two to 16 months. 
It may also be possible to complete 
an internship post-graduation. De-
tails are usually provided within the 
job description and it’s the student’s 
responsibility to be mindful of the 

parameters of the placement they 
are applying for.

Ste-Marie also pointed out that 
the organization couldn’t be more 
diff erent than the Student Work 
Abroad Program.

“Th e focus of AIESEC is profes-
sional development, while SWAP is 
about working holidays,” said Ste-
Marie.

The Travel Cuts location in 
the MacEwan Student Centre 
also identifies SWAP as a work-
ing holiday program that assists 
in finding service-level jobs for 
long-term travelers. While in-
ternships are not SWAP’s primary 
concern, they do offer some pro-
fessional opportunities in the 
United States. 

Ste-Marie believes that one of the 
greatest benefi ts of being an AIESEC 
member is the friendly worldwide 

AIESEC offers a world of experience to students

courtesy AIESEC

AIESEC provides students with international internships regardless of their major.

  see  AIESEC internship,  page  11 
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Piers Steel is ready for em-
ployers to implement a 
new system aimed to in-

crease workforce productivity 
and happiness    — without anyone 
working harder. 

Synthetic Validity is a program 
developed by the University of 
Calgary associate professor and 
his colleagues that matches can-
didates with jobs they would ex-
cel at. 

“We are now in the position 
where we can take a huge leap 
forward in matching your par-
ticular talents, your particular 
interests and skills, to what jobs 
are out there,” said Steel.  

The best-selling author be-
lieves that by taking an in-depth 
look at a job, one can better un-
derstand what type of worker is 
best suited for that position.

“Everybody would have a good 
idea of what type of work that, 
not only they would be good at, 
but that they would love,” said 
Steel. “Employers would have a 
good idea whether someone re-
ally fits for the job, whether they 
like it, whether they are going to 
stick around.”

Steel believes the interview 

and selection process most com-
panies use is insufficient to de-
termine if someone is right for a 
job. The standard “tell me about 
yourself ” interview puts employ-
ers at a disadvantage. 

“Things do not work very well 
because employers are on the 
wrong side of that equation,” 
said steel “It’s easier to mislead 
people about who you are than 
for somebody else to find out the 
truth.”

According to Steel, after ap-
plicants are screened for relevant 
education and training, many 

employers only look at intel-
ligence and conscientiousness. 
Essentially, employers are look-
ing for people who are smart and 
hard working. Synthetic Validity 
allows employers to search more 
broadly for what they need in 
any position. 

“There are a lot of other things 
that we can test for,” he said. “We 
can take into account other parts 
of your personality, other parts 
of your character. We can take 
for example what type of cultural 
values you have . . . for a physical 
job we can do fine motor tests, 

check core strength.  We can re-
ally start breaking down people 
and take a look at individuals at 
a fine grain level.”

Realizing the full potential 
of Synthetic Validity will be an 
intuitive process, according to 
Steel. By building upon tiny im-
provements over an extended 
period of time the system will 
become substantially more ef-
fective. Steel believes there is no 
limit to the type and range of 
tests that could provide insight. 

“I don’t want there to be a final 
answer, I want to leave that as an 

open question and say you know 
let’s continue experimenting and 
putting new things into the sys-
tem until finally, maybe 10 or 15 
years from now, we can’t figure 
out anything new.”

Matching people to jobs they 
are predisposed to excel in could 
mean huge collective gains in 
productivity for any group that 
adopts Synthetic Validity. Steel 
believes the cost of implement-
ing the system nationally pales in 
comparison to stimulus spend-
ing on job creation and other 
government expenditures. 

A roof is not a home, 
continued from pg 5

a gendered perspective on the mat-
ters associated with homelessness,” 
said Erin Kaipainen, director of the 
Centre for Community-Engaged 
Learning. “She has done an excep-
tional job prioritizing the voices and 
personal stories of the women.”

Kaipainen found the issues Scott 
discussed accessible to students and 
relevant in Canada because most 
current literature on homelessness 
speaks about men’s experience with 
homelessness, which can be consid-

erably diff erent from women’s.
“I oft en have students read the dif-

ferent chapters of the book,” said Kai-
painen. “Susan really emphasizes that 
homelessness is not a choice. Th ere are 
many contributing factors such as Fe-
tal Alcohol Syndrome, growing up in 
foster care, mental illness and abuse.”

Events hosted by other organiza-
tions around the city for Homeless 
Awareness Week include charity 
concerts, street-survivor talks and 
night tours of the streets.

network.
“Interns will be welcomed by 

locals that are also AIESEC mem-
bers,” she said. “Knowing some 
locals before arriving in a foreign 
country makes the transition 
much easier.”

The AIESEC membership fee is 
$20 and includes admission to 
local club events and discounts 
on tickets to regional conferenc-
es run by AIESEC Canada. Upon 
joining, AIESEC members can 

access the internship database 
where they can view and apply 
for positions based on their field 
of study. 

Ste-Marie described an intern-
ship abroad as an unrivalled op-
portunity to gain international 
awareness and a sense of cultural 
discovery that, yes, may include 
the occasional surprise of getting 
taken out by golf ball sized hail.

For more information visit aieseccalgary.ca.

AIESEC internship, continued 
from page 9

Increasing productivity painlessly
New software from U of C instructor helps match jobs with the perfect candidates
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The poverty of New Atheism

On the 21st of September, 
New Humanist magazine 
held a debate at the Royal 

Society of Arts in London called 
“Aft er New Atheism: Where next 
for the God debate?” Th e speakers 
put forward variations on a cen-
tral theme: that the so-called New 
Atheism of the likes of Richard 
Dawkins, Christopher Hitchens 
and Sam Harris has, aft er a few 
years now of anti-God and anti-
religion arguments, done more 
harm than good in the name of 
non-belief.

I tend to agree — the so-called 
‘God debate’ has become tire-
some. It is true that the debate has 
raised the public profi le of athe-
ism and atheists and it might be 
argued that this is a good thing. 

Certainly I, as a non-believer, 
once thought it was. But now it is 
clear that this benefi t is a mitigat-
ed one, for among other things, 
the attitudes of these “new” athe-
ists are rather wanting.

Th e New Atheists have largely 
taken up a confrontational at-
titude toward religion and God, 

arguing that God does not exist 
and that religion, as Hitchens says, 
poisons everything. God is not a 
being which a rational person 
ought to believe in, they say. Th ere 
is no good evidence that God ex-
ists, and we do not need to pos-
tulate the existence of God to ex-
plain features of our world. Th ey 
point to the advances of modern 

science, especially physics and 
evolutionary biology, to show that 
God is a hypothesis for which we 
no longer have a use. With no 
good evidence and no explanatory 
need, atheism is the only intellec-
tually respectable world view.

So goes their confrontational 
and argumentative stance. And 

certainly, in principle, confronta-
tion and argument are not to be 
denounced. Th e issue here, how-
ever, is twofold: the New Atheists 
are alienating more than they are 
educating and their criticism of 
theism and religion is based on 
a very poor, elementary under-
standing of the nature of religious 
belief. Th e former fl ows from the 

Brandon Beasley
Gauntlet Opinions

latter — it is their impoverished 
understanding of religious belief 
that motivates the style and nature 
of their arguments and it is this 
approach which alienates, angers 
and fails to edify.

Instead of arguing that belief in 
God is unjustifi ed and that ratio-
nal people should not be religious, 

contemporary atheists should be 
explaining why non-belief in God 
is a viable, fulfi lling world view for 
many people. Th is is not just for 
the sake of propriety and it is not 
because it’s not nice to challenge 
people’s beliefs. What are at issue 
here are fundamental existential 
attitudes and convictions, deeply-
held world views and lifestyles. 

May the best, not richest, candidate win

power into the hands of the few 
who decide to vote. In addition, 
those in power only have to 
please those who vote to stay in 
power.

Young voters often get despon-
dent about municipal issues. 
They prefer to enact change in 
different ways, or find them-
selves too busy to learn about 
their candidates. Resources like 
the Internet, however, have made 
it easier than ever to learn about 
candidates who are trying to get 
their platforms out. It takes less 
time than many people think 
and it’s always time well spent.

their people. The king ruled and 
the average citizen did not get 
his say. Thankfully, our govern-
ment is not like that. We have the 
right to choose our government. 
We have the right to make our 
voices heard. So why shouldn’t 
we have the right to forgo those 
rights and not vote, or partici-
pate in the government?

Because power in the hands 
of many is better than power in 
the hands of a few, or one. This is 
one of the central tenants of the 
modern democracy. By forgoing 
our right, or more accurately, re-
sponsibility to vote, we reduce 

cern. When you buy a new pair 
of shoes, do you pay the store 
and then expect them to pick 
out the best pair for you? No, be-
cause they don’t know what type 
of shoe you would prefer. 

Similarly, we pay taxes to our 
governments and expect them 
to provide services to our sat-
isfaction. This is where voting 
and general citizen participa-
tion comes in. This is where you 
make it known that you want 
better roadways or lower taxes. 
And though your voice may not 
always be implemented, you 
have the satisfaction of know-
ing that you at least tried to have 
your voice heard. 

Even for municipal elections, 
it is important for us to tell our 
leaders what we want from them. 
Tell them if we really want the 
big red pedestrian bridge or if 
we would prefer more police ser-
vice. And though some of these 
debates may seem trivial over 
more immediate aspects of our 
personal lives, they represent a 
much larger force at work.

It’s well-known that absolute 
power corrupts absolutely. His-
torically this referred to mon-
archs who had absolute rule over 

trustees. And why should we 
care? The issuesw being debated 
are quite trivial compared to the 
midterm and two assignments 
due next week. Surely our educa-
tion and livelihood are more im-
portant than an airport tunnel or 
a few new LRT stations. It is only 
a municipal election right?

Well yes, but then again, its 
much more than just an election 
— it’s the great Canadian democ-
racy. It’s our way of life! Okay, 
maybe I am stretching it a little 
bit. Maybe voting doesn’t matter 
so much on the municipal level. 
At higher levels of government, 
though our votes count less 
percentage wise, the issues dis-
cussed are of great importance 
to our lives, daily or otherwise.

The provincial and federal 
governments govern many as-
pects of our lives that we take for 
granted. For example our tuition, 
though it may be more expensive 
than what we would prefer, is a 
lot less than the full cost of our 
education. Health care, educa-
tion, public infrastructure, law 
and order: these are all issues 
that should concern us. And of 
course, they deal with our mon-
ey. Now that is a matter of con-

Amanda Liu, Bonnie Devine, 
Dan Knight, Jon Lord, Oscar 
Fech, Sandra Hunter, Joe Con-
nelly, Gary Johnston, Barry Er-
skine, Craig Burrows, Wayne 
Stewart, Bob Hawkesworth, Barb 
Higgins, Naheed Nenshi and Ric 
McIver. Know who these names 
represent? You should have been 
able to guess by the last few, but 
these names represent the 15 
mayoral candidates for the 2010 
Calgary election. Some of these 
names are more widely known, 
such as McIver, Higgins and Ne-
nshi. But are they more widely 
recognizable because of their 
political merit or their campaign 
budget? Or is it past fame? Has 
our electoral system boiled down 
to a popularity contest?

It is not surprising that the 
electorate is gravitating towards 
familiar names and ideas. Not 
many citizens, especially the 
youth, have time to research the 
15 candidates and their plat-
forms, the aldermen and the 

Voting in municipal elections about more than local issues

Beenish Khurshid
Gauntlet Opinions

But Dawkins and his friends treat 
religious beliefs and attitudes as 
is they were no diff erent from 
our everyday or scientifi c beliefs 
about the natural and manufac-
tured world. For them, thinking 
that God exists is like thinking 
that a particular planet exists in a 
particular place in the universe, or 
thinking that there is an aft erlife 
is like thinking that there will be 
dessert aft er dinner. But this is not 
what religious belief is.

We have a tendency to think 
that all kinds of things that fall 
under a given term are alike. ‘Be-
lief ’ is one of these terms. It can 
easily appear that all beliefs are 
fundamentally the same type of 
thing. But religious beliefs are not 
like beliefs about planets, just as 
beliefs about planets are not like 
beliefs about what is right and 
wrong. To best see this, we ought 
to look closely at how particular 
kinds of beliefs are woven into the 

 Instead of arguing that belief in God is unjustifi ed and that 
rational people should not be religious, contemporary atheists 
should be explaining why non-belief in God is a viable, fulfi lling 
worldview for many people.
“

 see atheism, page 14 
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Playing wedge politics won’t get Tories majority

Dominik Matusik
Gauntlet Opinions

Watching the Conser-
vatives get defeated 
over their own issue, 

the abolition of the long-gun reg-
istry, was delightful. What was 
even more beautiful was Prime 
Minister Stephen Harper’s “this 
isn’t over yet” tantrum shortly 
aft er the vote. Th is legislation is 
the most recent in a long line of 
wedge issues the Tories have been 
using in an attempt to grab a ma-
jority (or discredit Michael Igna-
tieff , depending on their mood). 
Th ey have ranged from blatant 
wedge politics (gun registry) to 
an attempted appeal to a certain 
ideological class of voters (cen-
sus) or even the accidental issue 
(the controversy earlier this year 
regarding maternal health and 
abortions). Regardless of what 
the government tries to do, they 
seem to be no closer to a majority 
government than they were dur-
ing the last election.

Th e abolition of the long-gun 
registry was a major campaign 
promise of the Tories, showcas-
ing the dilemma of minority 
governments that attempt to act 
unilaterally. Th e word of the day 
for Conservative MPs and cabi-
net ministers was “wasteful” — 
that is how the registry was with 

bitterness described numerous 
times in the House of Commons  
the day aft er the 153-151 vote in 
favour of retention was tallied. 
Our government is prudently fi s-
cally conservative as they dem-
onstrated during the G8 summit 
and they wouldn’t let silly things 
like an RCMP report in favour of 
the gun registry get in the way of 
their agenda.

Th e issue, though clearly ideo-
logical, was presented as a ma-
jor struggle between urban and 
rural Canadians. In other words, 
the Tories were attempting to 
introduce a wedge between two 
groups, particularly with NDP 
voters in each area. In this re-
spect, the attacks may have been 
moderately eff ective, exploiting 
Jack Layton’s decision to allow his 
MPs a free vote. 

A long-term ratings boost, 
however, remains a dream for the 
Conservatives. A poll conducted 
aft er the registry vote showed 
the Tories up one point and the 
Liberals down two with the NDP 
taking “heavy” losses of four per-
centage points. Considering the 
3.1 per cent margin of error we 
can hardly take changes of one or 
two points seriously. What we can 
infer from the polls is that neither 
party has momentum, thankfully 
making a majority unlikely for ei-
ther side. Th erefore, it cannot be 
said that Canadians were over-
whelmingly on board with the 
Conservatives’ plan and this is-

sue can go back on the shelf until 
election time.

A similar, mind-boggling case 
was the decision to scrap the 
mandatory long-form census. 
Th e melodramatics regarding 
this issue were ridiculously dis-
proportionate to what was being 
discussed. It is unclear, even now, 
whether the Tories were intend-
ing to slip this bill through unno-
ticed or trying to incite the mas-

sive bickering and controversy 
that occurred. A minority gov-
ernment has to accept criticism 
at every step considering that 
they are, by defi nition, outnum-
bered by the opposition. I think 
we can place this little incident 
in the Tory Wedge Issues folder. 
Th is particular case was supposed 
to be populist by appealing to a 
large number of Canadians who 
are notoriously opposed to gov-
ernment meddling in their pri-
vate lives. To say this issue back-
fi red is an understatement. Th e 
supposedly intrusive question, 
oft en used as an example to illus-
trate the evils of the mandatory 
long-form census, was an inquiry 
about the number of bedrooms — 
clearly vital information that the 
government will use to oppress us 
and turn Canada into a dictator-

ship. Far from winning the To-
ries any points with voters, it lost 
them the head of Statistics Can-
ada, Munir Sheikh, who chose 
to resign rather than support the 
Tories’ plan to sabotage Canada’s 
method of gathering demograph-
ic data. In this sense, this con-
troversy (if you can call it that) 
was remarkably similar to the 
long-gun registry. In both cases, 
the government had the highest 

public sector authorities on the 
respective issues fi rmly advise 
against cutting these programs. 
Th is surely wasn’t purely ideo-
logical dogmatism — not with a 
minority government. Th ere was 
a pragmatic purpose. We can ob-
serve a pattern of divisive politics.

Lastly, I want to turn to an un-
fortunate example. When the To-
ries announced, in late 2009, that 
they wished to submit a G8 initia-
tive focusing on maternal health, 
even the opposition parties strug-
gled to fi nd something to criti-
cise. Th e circus that this led to do-
mestically can only be described 
as tragedy. What was supposed to 
be a move that all parties could 
support turned into ideological 
skirmishing when the Conserva-
tives quietly omitted funding to 
abortions from their initiative. 

Ending the minority deadlock will depend on choosing worthwhile fi ghts
Th e Liberals and NDP were furi-
ous. American Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton reprimanded 
Canada. Reproductive rights ac-
tivist Jane Cawthorne wrote that 
“by refusing to fund abortions 
. . . the Conservative government 
is eff ectively saying only women 
who become mothers are worthy 
of complete health care.” Th e po-
litical moral of the story: divisive 
policies score neither side points.

Th ere’s a time (usually aft er 
three minority governments) 
where we have to ask ourselves 
why neither party is getting any-
where. Partially it’s the leaders. 
Yes, nobody really likes Stephen 
Harper, but nobody really likes 
Paul Martin, Stéphane Dion or 
Michael Ignatieff  either. Partially, 
it’s the lack of policy: the govern-
ment creates issues designed to 
divide as many people as possi-
ble. Th e opposition, on the other 
hand, can never quite get a step 
ahead of the Tories in formulat-
ing policy. Th ey can critique Con-
servative legislation, but never 
develop exemplary policy of their 
own. Similarly, neither party can 
quite achieve any level of public 
confi dence. Th e Conservatives 
are haunted by their lack of “fi scal 
conservatism” and the Liberals by 
their leader’s constant indecisive-
ness. Until a party shows some 
leadership (hint: the gun registry 
won’t be involved) then it looks 
like we’re headed for another 
minority.

      There’s a time (usually after three minority 
governments) where we have to ask ourselves 
why neither party is getting anywhere.“

 Th e Students’ Union column is provided by the SU and published without Gauntlet editorial revision. 
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Atheism, continued from page 12
fabric of our activities.

Religious faith is much more 
important and much more fun-
damental to an individual’s char-
acter. Th ese beliefs structure and 
infl uence the way people think 
and the way people act. Th eir 
words and actions are always cast 
in its light.

One might wonder why this 
should make religious beliefs 
unsuitable for the New Atheist’s 
philosophy. Religious beliefs are 
not subject to the same con-
straints and factors as other be-
liefs. Th e religious or theistic 
proposition has to strike one 

as being deeply important or rel-
evant to one; it has to make one 
feel as if something important 
has been grasped. It becomes the 
background on which other be-
liefs and attitudes come and go. 
Th is background may change, but 
the change is of a diff erent sort. 
You cannot argue someone out of 
what strikes them as deeply im-
portant because treating it as an 
object that appeals to evidence 
and hypothesis-construction 
treats it as exactly what it isn’t. It 
treats religion as bad science in-
stead of treating it as religion.

It is true that certain people 

of certain religious sects do treat 
their religion like science. Cre-
ationists come to mind, but these 
people are just as in error as are 
the New Atheists about what re-
ligion is. For atheists, God and 
other associated notions just do 
not strike a chord. Or if they did 
in the past, they do not any lon-
ger. Changing one’s mind about 
one’s deepest convictions is not 
like changing one’s mind about 
whether or not it is raining out-
side. It is less like thinking some-
thing is false instead of true and 
more like shift ing the way one sees 
the entire world.

Given this, the best thing that 
non-believers can do is exchange 
confrontation and attack for dia-
logue and mutual understanding 
— to make our convictions clear 
and to explain why we think and 
believe what we do. This is not 
relativism; of course we atheists 
think we have got something 
right. We wouldn’t believe what 
we do otherwise. Our world view 
strikes us as just as vital and im-
portant as the theist’s does to her. 
But we have to understand that 
its rightness for us will not nec-
essarily translate into rightness 

for others and that this is fun-
damentally an existential, not a 
factual, matter. It is a difference 
of world views. 

If we want to raise the profile 
of atheism and help the public at 
large understand that it is a cred-
ible, important and meaningful 
part of many people’s world view, 
then we have to understand the 
nature of the world views of the 
religious. Whether or not reli-
gious believers will become athe-
ists is up to them; it depends on 
how the world, their lives and 
what we say strikes them. But 
argument will not have much ef-
fect here. Mutual understand and 
edifying conversation is far more 
rewarding. 

For atheists, our atheism is what 
matters least. What matters most 
is our humanism and our commit-
ment to secular pluralism. Th at we 
do not believe in God is of little 
consequence. What matters more 
is our focus on promoting human 
fl ourishing, ameliorating human 
suff ering and fostering the peace-
ful and productive coexistence of 
people with diverse world views. 
What place does the God debate 
have in all this? Next to none.
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At fi rst glance it may seem 
like Holy Fuck are using 
their name as a vehicle to 

make an explicit political or reli-
gious statement, but they aren’t. 
Th e band didn’t mean for their 
name to be harmful or off ensive.

“It was meant to be funny and 
sarcastic,” says band co-found-
er and name mastermind Brian 
Borcherdt. “It certainly wasn’t in-
tended to off end. It’s just a name, 
a popular expression. If anything, 
I thought it was self-deprecating in 

a way. When we started our band 
we were playing around with some 
of the worst known beats we could 
fi nd on the lousiest little Casios, so 
I thought maybe we could have the 
most infl ammatory name to con-
trast the plinkity keyboard sounds.”

But despite humble beginnings 
playing ‘plinkity’ instruments to 
“delight our friends, have fun, play 
some shows and maybe make a 
record,” Holy Fuck have managed 
to take a personal philosophy of 
perspectival-plurality and provo-
cation, and transform themselves 
into a musical dynamo. 

Th e expressive force that is Holy 
Fuck  — currently composed of 
members Brian Borcherdt (key-
boards, eff ects), Graham Walsh 
(keyboards, eff ects), Matt “Punchy” 
McQuaid (bass) and Matt Schulz 
(drums) — released their self-titled 
fi rst album, Holy Fuck in 2005, fol-
lowed by LP in 2007. Th eir most re-
cent production Latin was released 
earlier this year. 

When questioned about their 
values and motivations, Holy Fuck 

were quick to respond. 
“We are not the only band in the 

world to be coming at things with a 
sense of humour or a unique view-
point, we all come at music from 
our own perspectives. I think that 
we happen to be one of the few 
bands that puts the notion of diff er-
ent perspectives at the forefront of 
its mission. Right from the begin-
ning we came at things with some 
sort of philosophical charge. We 
wanted to challenge ourselves as 
musicians.”

Borcherdt admits that it’s not al-
ways easy to adapt to new ideas, but 
the process is necessary. 

“At some point in your life you 
listen to one specifi c thing, but you 
get to a point where you discover 
there is more,” says Borcherdt. “You 

buy a Miles Davis record or some-
thing and it’s an exciting stage in 
your life. It makes you realize that 
there is so much exciting music 
out there, so many exciting things 
too. Th ere’s no sense pegging your-
self into one fi nite thing. It’s not 
about being one particular person 
or thing, it’s about just realizing 
the diversity that is out there and 
that contributing to the diversity 
— wanting to make another weird 
sounding thing or be that weird 
thing — is in a strange way very 
profound.”

In an age when we can create a 
perfect beat with digital ease, where 
it oft en feels like everything has al-
ready been done and where me-
chanical and mundane music has 
become the mainstream, a divine 
mind fuck or two are certainly in 
order, not just to expand your point 
of view, but to remind you that there 
is always room for something new.

You musn’t fear their acoustic cerebral penetration. In fact, it may be in your best interests to consent. 

 I think that we happen to be one of 
the few bands that puts the notion of 
different perspectives at the forefront 
of its mission. Right from the begin-
ning we came at things with some sort 
of philosophical charge. We wanted 
to challenge ourselves as musicians. 

    – Brian Borcherdt

Holy Fuck: more than just an abrasive name

courtesy Holy Fuck

Holy Fuck are playing Oct. 7 at Republik. Get tickets 
at primeboxoffi ce.com.

H o l y F u c k
m u s i c  p r e v i e w 
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Katrina Power
Gauntlet Entertainment

 

When one pays over a 
hundred dollars for 
front row seats to 

a Cirque du Soleil show, they 
expect to be given a top-notch 
view of the entertainment gi-
ant’s trademark sets, stunts and 
costuming. What one doesn’t ex-
pect is that sitting near the stage 
also means that they’ll be doused 
with their own bucket of over-
priced popcorn and then peed 
on by a fully-grown man dressed 
in a dog costume — all before the 

first curtain is raised. 
Kooza tells the story of the In-

nocent, a melancholic clown who 
fi nds himself in the throes of a 
wild and zany circus aft er unwit-
tingly setting free the ringleader. 
Joined by a cast of colourful char-
acters, he struggles with identity 
and fear against a dazzling back-
drop of side-splitting comedy 
routines and emotional perfor-
mances that stun the senses and 
push the limits of the human 
body. 

True to the show’s comedic 
nature — it was directed by an 
ex-clown — the tone is kept light-

hearted and jovial. Th e circus’s 
idiotic King and his bumbling 
jesters take center stage, oft en 
stealing the spotlight from the 
Innocent with their dirty jokes, 
gaudy slapstick and zing-worthy 
one liners. When the mood does 
darken, however, the transition 
is fl awless — excitable clowns 
dry humping stunned audience 
members are seamlessly followed 
by elegant trapeze work and a 
seemingly spineless pair of con-
tortionists. 

Judging by the intensity of the 
audiences’ gasps alone, the eve-
ning’s most spectacular stunt was 

the Wheel of Death, in which two 
caped performers defy gravity in 
what can only be described as 
an eighty-foot tall set of rapidly 
spinning hamster wheels from 
hell. Th e exploit was enhanced all 
the more by a live drummer, who 
got hearts racing with an impres-
sive hard rock set that exploded 
with the climax of the feat. 

While lacking the sophistica-
tion of many of the other shows 
from the Quebec-based compa-
ny’s wide repertoire of contempo-
rary extravaganzas, Kooza is no 
less captivating than its classier 
counterparts. A nod to the tradi-

tional circus from which Cirque 
originated, it mixes classic clown-
ing with avant-garde acrobatics, 
achieving a perfect balance be-
tween the bold and the brash in 
the end.

Tickets to the show do not 
come cheap — they’re typically 
priced $60–$125 a pop — but 
the performance lasts a good two 
hours with a half-hour intermis-
sion. Every seat in the big top of-
fers an excellent view of the stage. 

Kooza strikes an approriate balance
The Cirque du Soleil production seamlessly blends crass clowning with emotional performances

The show runs from Sept. 16 to Oct. 24. 
Tickets are available for purchase at 
cirquedusoleil.com/en/shows/kooza.

courtesy Cirque du Soleil
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Mike Tofin
Gauntlet Entertainment

Among the guttural vocals, 
ambient melodies, and hints of 
grindcore, it’s difficult to pin-
point exactly where As I Lay Dy-
ing find their inspiration.

A long list of influences has en-
abled the band to avoid the criti-
cisms leveled at others that be-
long to the metalcore subgenre. 

Their creative process has also 
played a role.

“Most of us don’t really listen 
to much metal in the technical 
genre that we play in,” says Gil-
bert. “I think what happens is 
that if all we listen to Killswitch 
Engage and All That Remains all 
day our record would probably 
come out having that influence, 
but I think what it comes down 
to is that most of the dudes in 
the band listen to such a variety 
of music that the material that 
we have for the album is a little 
more fresh than somebody that is 

looking at their contemporaries 
for inspiration.” 

Though this is a great approach
 

for a band that occupies a 
somewhat fringe genre, Gilbert 
took it one step further when 

discussing his own beliefs.
“There is nobody that I respect 

Andy Williams
Entertainment Editor

Junior high students occupy a special 
sort of purgatory between reality and 
fantasy. Th ey still have the remnants of 

the vivid and boundless imagination they 
made use of as a child, but are slowly start-

ing to become more aware of real world 
complexities. Th ey’ve grown out of that 
fantasy world occupied by superheroes, 
knights and cowboys but still aim for am-
bitious futures as fi remen, politicians or 
doctors. 

Th is was not the case for Dean O’Brien, 
doctor of Musical Arts and artistic direc-
tor of Calgary’s Pro Musica Society. It was 
junior high when he realized he wanted to 
be a professional classical musician. 

Not that there’s anything wrong with be-
ing a classical musician, it’s just not an ob-
vious choice for someone who grew up in a 
rural city in Georgia.

“Columbus, Georgia did not have a lot of 
music going on. It was diffi  cult. Th ere were 
some times I didn’t even have a teacher,” 
says O’Brien. “My mother drove us two 
hours every Saturday to play in the Atlanta 
symphony youth orchestra and that had a 
lot to do with keeping us going.”

His choice becomes slightly less surpris-
ing when you learn that his parents were 

both classical piano teachers. At a young 
age, he and his brothers were performing 
as a chamber string quartet.

“It was a huge accomplishment at the 
time, but I hate to think what the tape 
sounded like,” laughs O’Brien.

Th e Pro Musica Society seems like a per-
fect fi t for the misplaced Georgian. Over the 
last 33 years, the Society has deliberately 
carved out a niche as a proponent of cham-
ber music with its yearly subscription series. 
O’Brien, who joined the society four years 
ago, is focused on furthering that trend.
“Our mandate has been to bring in the fi n-
est ensembles from around the world into 
the city,” he says. “Th ere’s symphonic music 
and soloists and this is just a diff erent per-
formance area that we specialize in.”

Chamber music — classical music played 
by a group of musicians, but with only one 
to each part — has been the subject of a re-
markable rise. It became popular through 
musicians playing in 17th and 18th cen-
tury palace chambers but was quickly em-

braced by amateurs as a way to play with 
friends and by professionals as an intimate 
way to share a performance with an audi-
ence when organizing a full-scale orchestra 
was not practical. 

“Chamber music is a diff erent and per-
sonal type of music making. It’s oft en what 
a lot of musicians most like to do,” explains 
O’Brien. “It’s very intimate, but there’s a 
lot of demands on the players themselves 
. . . You’re constantly collaborating and 
exchanging ideas back and forth between 
players and you’re not being dictated to by 
a conductor.” 

Th is year’s Subscription Series consists 
of fi ve concerts that exemplify all kinds of 
chamber ensembles. From Austin’s Miro 
Quartet to the Tafelmusik Baroque Or-
chestra, it’s sure to have something for both 
new attendees and seasoned fans. 

Pro Musica Series returns this fall

As I Lay Dying pushes the edge of metalcore

Miro Quartet play the fi rst performance of the Calgary Pro Musica 
Series on Oct. 4. Get tickets and info at calgarypromusica.org.

The Miro Quartet are set to kick things off.

 A s I L a y D y i n g 
m u s i c  p r e v i e w   see  As I LAY DYING,  page 18  

courtesy Miro Quartet
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Ellen Lloyd
Gauntlet Entertainment

Television viewers famil-
iar with American Idol 
know that the gong-show 

auditions aired each season are 
good for a laugh, but not much 
else. Hordes of singing-sensa-
tion wannabes rattle off  the same 
popular hit songs and examples 
of real talent are few and far be-
tween. 

But for UC Idol, a student-run 
spin-off  of the popular TV show, 
real talent is what the event is all 
about.

“We wanted to focus on the 
music,” says founder and direc-
tor Anthony Seto. “Our main 
purpose is not to have students 
compete against each other to be 
the best singer. It’s a showcase of 
their talent.”

Does this university have spec-
tacular musical talent? Defi nitely 
— and not just from the faculties 
you’d expect. Th e six UC Idol fi -
nalists who will perform this Fri-
day, Oct. 1 include students from 

business, communication and 
health science. Working with 
event organizers and faculty 
judges, they have been preparing 
for an unforgettable evening of 
food, prizes and entertainment.

“Th is year they’re really step-
ping it up,” says fi nalist and 
third-year student Noelle Wong. 
“I think it’s going to be more of 
a professional setup than in pre-
vious years. More of a show and 
that’s what I’m used to.”

Wong has been performing in 
piano competitions since age six, 
but this will be her fi rst perfor-
mance as a singer. She isn’t ner-
vous. 

“I absolutely love performing,” 
she says.

Wong will accompany her-
self on the original composition 
“With You.” Contestants writing 
their own songs is yet another 
unique aspect of the UC Idol. 

“I’m trying to off er the audi-
ence something a little bit more 
original,” explains Wong.

Each UC Idol contestant will 
sing twice, with rounds separat-

ed by an intermission. Audience 
members will vote to decide who 
makes it to the fi nal round for a 
third song and who is ultimately 
named this year’s idol. Faculty 
acting as judges will comment 
on performances as well as en-
tertain the audience with witty 
banter.

“We pick people who can por-
tray their role and make the au-
dience laugh,” says Seto. “We’ve 
told them that, ‘You are allowed 
to poke fun, and make both 
some positive and not-so-posi-
tive comments.’ ”

With a stellar British accent 
and a renowned sense of hu-
mour, UC Idol judge and chem-
istry professor Ashley Causton 
will play Simon Cowell for the 
fourth time this year. But for 
fi rst-time judge Gareth McVicar, 
his role as Kara DioGuardi is 
well-researched.

“I really like the feedback 
structure that she uses, which 
is looking at both starting and 
ending comments with more 
positive discussion,” says McVic-

ar. “Th at’s very much how I ap-
proach my work.”

He hopes to use his experience 
in the entertainment industry 
to give the contestants mean-
ingful feedback and advice for 
future performances. As an un-
dergraduate at the University of 
Winnipeg, McVicer ran his own 
production company to help lo-
cal talent get established. 

According to Seto, UC Idol has 
helped previous performers get 
recognition beyond the scope of 
the show.

“Our past idols have been 
contacted to perform at other 
events,” he says. “Th is year we’re 
getting a lot of external spon-
sors. Before, it was more focused 
here.”

Th is year’s event is chock-full 
of prizes and freebies. UC Idol 
tickets not only include admis-
sion and dinner, but also park-
ing, intermission snacks and 
drinks and an aft er party. All 
proceeds will go to the Canadian 
Cancer Society, so if you’re look-
ing for a great night of live enter-
tainment, come out and support 
this awesome charity event.

UC Idol returns, minus “She bangs, She bangs”
Spinoff manages to retain Simon Cowell

courtesy Edwin Cheng
UC Idol is happening Friday, Oct. 1 at 5 p.m. Info 

and tickets available at ucidol.tk.

as a musician that says that they 
only listen to metal, or that they 
only do this, or do that. If you’re 
a music fan and the music is done 
well, it doesn’t matter what genre 
it is, its still done well,” says Gil-
bert. “We might not realize that 
a certain part was influenced by 
a pop song or another part was 
influenced by a black metal song, 
but I think that’s what keeps it 
fresh.”

The band’s approach also ex-
tends into their visuals. They are 
very hands-on with the process. 

“The artist that did our art-
work, Jacob Bannon, the vocalist 
from Converge, actually takes a 
picture of a real human skull and 
goes into Photoshop or in Illus-
trator and collaborates with us in 
terms of what colors and other 
images we want,” says Gilbert.

The images also underline the 
band’s message — their refusal of 

As I Lay Dying play Oct. 4 in Mac Hall. Get tickets 
at primeboxoffi ce.com.

traditional means of cultural ob-
jection. This is apparent on the 
band’s latest album, The Power-
less Rise.

“One of the things we want-
ed on the album was an upside 
down crown, because through-
out history, something turned 
upside down is kind of negative,” 
explains Gilbert, comparing the 
crown to an upside down cross 
or flag. “We decided to put an 
upside down crown because that 
is a good symbol of power.”

Although the upside down 
crown isn’t immediately ap-
parent on the album’s cover, 
Gilbert insists fans should take 
a closer look. Given the band’s 
thoughtful approach to metalc-
ore, this look shouldn’t be re-
stricted to just their album art.

As I Lay Dying, 
cont’d from page 17
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 Th e Mountain and the Trees
I Made Th is For You
(Independent Release)

Not only does I Made Th is For You by Th e Mountains and the 
Trees give warm fuzzies to fans with a personal dedication to 

the buyer inside the sleeve, it also provides a refreshing, enjoyable 
and thoughtful listening experience.
Jon Janes, the mastermind behind this folk-pop experiment, proj-
ects his sincere and honest view of the world through tracks such as 
the dark and vivid “Fear of Ghosts”  and the melancholy “Wedding 

Song.” With the same arsenal of folk instruments, he then meanders 
through “Minimum Wage Lovers,” a song that any lovestruck univer-
sity student could make into their anthem, and maintains the heart 
of his content even through the upbeat “Up & Down” and “Travellin’ 
Song.” Although Janes makes up the true core, the constant added 
fl avours of backup players and vocalists like the Valleys & Seas Or-
chestra is a the perfect adhesive.
If you’re looking for a formidable Canadian storyteller with a true 
heart of folk and the banjos and mandolins to back it up, you need 
to own this album.

..Bryan Leedham     

Th e Nix Dicksons
Th e Giraff e EP
(Independent Release)

Th eir dads weren’t accountants, their moms 
didn’t drive SUVs and with the help of endear-
ing sub-Saharan creatures, they want to be your 
friends. Th e Giraff e EP — the sophomore release 
from prairie indie darlings Th e Nix Dicksons 
— mostly relies on wholesome, plucky hooks 
in the au courant style of independent music.

Signifi cant stylistic evolutions from debut al-
bum Th e Panda EP are especially apparent on 
“Haunted” and “Head in the Movies,” which 
make use of an ethereal, distorted introduction 
and a calypso-like bass line, respectively. 
Eclecticism is kept at a comfortable minimum, 
which makes for standard (yet head-bopping) 
indie fare. “Maria” is a tribute ditty in the style 
of Panda’s “All Girls Want.” In “Old Shore Road,” 
the sixth and fi nal track, subpar vocals at the be-
ginning fail to anticipate the explosive anthemic 

conclusion and turn out to be more appropriate 
in the context of the harder instrumentals lis-
teners fi nd a few measures in.
Giraff e is a musical journey through bustling 
pubs, sunny sidewalks and canola fi elds in a 
pair of Converse sneakers. It leaves one ques-
tioning its ability to appeal to those over age of 
30 and owning less than three American Ap-
parel hoodies, but is overall an enjoyable listen 
that does the Calgary local scene justice.

..Andréa Rojas

Chromeo
Business Casual
(Vice & Last Gang)

Chromeo’s album Business Casual could be 
the soundtrack to a 2010 Th e Breakfast Club. 
Scurrying around Cowtown to Business 
Casual makes the everyday drudgery so 
much more fun. With an extra pep in your 
step, you will be turning every corner won-
dering when a fl ash mob is going to break out 

with classic ’80s dance moves.
Th is is Dave 1 and P-Th ugg’s third album, 
following the steps of 2007’s album Fancy 
Footwork. If you remember that album, then 
you know every lyric, rift , zip and zing on 
Business Casual — except for car horns. Th e 
car horns in “I’m Not Contagious” are an un-
needed, unnecessary and unwanted addition. 
Th ey’ve worked before, but the thing about a 
gimmick is that it should only be done once. 
If overused, it becomes tiresome and shallow.

It may seem like stating the obvious by stating 
that this album will not be your study buddy 
— you will be well distracted long before the 
car horns chime in. 
Overall though, this album is jam packed 
with catchy, feel good songs. It’s a toe tapping 
good time that defi nitely deserves a few lis-
tens and impromptu dance parties. 
Top picks are “Hot Mess” and their fi rst single 
“Don’t Turn the Lights On.”

..Savannah Hall
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 1.   Stop texting and walking. Seriously. Everyone 
hates you for it. 

2. Donate your blood. If you are ever going to 
date a sexy, sparkling, undead mope-master 
you should probably get on this.  

3. Go outside. This week has had beautiful 
weather and you are probably going to be 
stuck inside for midterms soon.  

4. Throw things at people who text and walk.  lt 
is the right thing to do and you know it.

T H I N G S  T O  D O
THEATRE

The department of dance presents 

this years professional series! En-

titled Encounters, it features the 

choreography talents of Darcy Mc-

Gehee and compositions from Jer-

emy Brown. You can catch the last 

performance at the University The-

atre on Thursday at 8:00 p.m. 

CONCERTS

MISC.SPORTS
RAAAAAAAAAAAAWWWWWR!!!

That’s how dinosaurs say they love 

you! Show some Dino love this 

week as our men and women teams 

gear up both home and away.

The women’s rugby team is heading 

to Victoria this weekend to stomp 

on the Vikes. They play Friday at 

6:00 p.m. and Sunday at 2:00 p.m.

The men’s hockey team is busy this 

weekend with two games in Edmon-

ton. Friday and Saturday they’ll be 

tearing up the ice at 7:30 p.m.

The women’s  hockey team has two 

home games against the Victoria 

Vikes Saturday and Sunday. On both 

days, the puck drops at 1:00 p.m.

The women’s basketball team plays at 

home against the UBC Thunderbirds 

on Saturday. The game gets started at 

1:00 p.m.

Both the men and women’s soc-

cer team play the Horns in Le-

thbridge this weekend. Ladies 

play at 12:00 p.m. The men start 

at 2:00 p.m. on Saturday and 

2:15 p.m. on Sunday.

Blood! It’s in you to give. It’s also 

in you to transport necessary sub-

stances to your body’s cells and car-

ry away thier wastes. Divert some of 

yours into a plastic bag at the Blood 

Donor Clinic on Thursday. The clinic 

will be running from 9:30 a.m. until 

2:30 p.m.

UC Idol is putting the fun in fund-

raiser! Proceeds go to the Canadian 

Cancer Society and the event is 

taking place at the Libin Theatre, 

located in the Health Sciences Centre 

by the Foothills Hospital. The night 

starts with food, draws and raffl es at 

5:00 p.m.  and the main event  takes 

place at  6:00 p.m. See the website 

for ticket sale locations and prices:

people.ucalgary.ca/~clubidol.        

Margaret Cho’s comedy tour show, 

Cho Dependent will be at the Ju-

bilee on Friday. The show starts at 

7:30 p.m. and tickets are $31.15–

$57.15 on from Ticketmaster.

Cinemania is the perfect way to 

relax and gorge yourself on deli-

cious, buttery popcorn. They have 

moved into the new That Empty 

Space and on Monday, for your 

viewing pleasure, they will be show-

ing Fantastic Mr. Fox at 6:30 p.m. 

followed by Coraline at 9:00 p.m.

If you fi nd yourself in the very 

small niche of vegetarian Ukrainian 

food enthusiasts, you’re in luck! 

As part of their weekly Wednesday 

Global Vegetarian Night Series,

Higher Ground will be serving 

up a three course meal sure to 

make any ethically minded Baba 

proud. The meal is served between 

5:30–9:30 p.m. and only costs $19. 

Call ahead to reserve a table.

War. Rugs. Two words that you 

probably didn’t think were very re-

lated. The Nickle Arts Museum has 

an exhibition showcasing Afghan 

War Rugs. The exhibition will be 

running until Jan. 31 and is free to 

view with your UID.

Gadzooks and gee-willikers! Bands 

these days sure have silly names! 

Land of Talk will be playing at Dick-

ens Pub Thursday. Doors open at 

8:00 p.m. Tickets are $15 through 

ticketweb.ca.

We Came As Romans, In Fear and 

Faith and Upon a Burning Bridge. 

That’s not just an odd sentence, it’s 

the line up that will be at The Den on 

Saturday. Doors open at 7:00 p.m. 

and tickets are $13.50 through 

ticketweb.ca.

A Current Swell sounds like some-

thing that might cause a short circut.

They’ll be playing at The Gate-

way Saturday at 8:00 p.m.

Tickets are $18.35 through Ticket-

master.

The fi rst of a six part concert series, 

Charles Forman will be playing a 

selection of the works of Hungarian 

composer Franz Liszt. The concert is 

on Saturday at the Eckhardt-Gram-

atté Recital Hall. The concert starts 

at 8:00 p.m. and tickets are $18 

through the Campus Ticket Centre 

or at the door.

As I lay Dying does not sound like a 

lively band. They’ll be in MacEwan 

Hall on Monday at 6:00 p.m. Tickets 

are $32.50 at the Prime Box Offi ce.

Atari Teenage Riot will be at The 

Gateway on Wednesday. Show 

starts at 8:00 p.m. Tickets are $29 

through Ticketmaster.
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Lead Paragraph Design

A University of Calgary stu-
dent became a local hero 
earlier this week when his 

quick thinking and even quicker 
fi ngers allowed several pedestri-
ans to cross an intersection in re-
cord time.

Shortly aft er 5:30 p.m. Sept. 
28, third-year environmental sci-
ences student David Brinson uti-
lized his never-say-die attitude at 
the corner of 32 Ave. and Cam-
pus Dr. by repeatedly hitting the 
cross-walk button until the ‘Walk’ 
signal appeared, a strategy he said 
has helped him in the past.

“I never stop at just hitting it 
once,” said Brinson, jabbing his 
finger into the air at mid-height. 
“If you keep hitting the button 
it makes the light change faster. 
I know because I timed it one 
time.”

Others were also impressed 
by the skill Brinson exhibited in 
the areas of time saving and in-
telligence. Maintenance support 
worker Michael Davis had been 

waiting at the crossing for nearly 
30 seconds and considered not 
crossing the street at all before 
Brinson arrived.

“All I knew was that I needed to 
get to the other side,” said Davis, 
gesturing with his hands to de-
note the intersection. “Then all 
of a sudden this kid shows up and 
hits the button. I was like, ‘Okay, 
I already did that’ but then, no 
warning, he just up and hits it 
again and then again. By the time 
I lost track I was like, ‘this guy’s 
on to something.’ ”

“I was worried at fi rst,” said 
Cheryl McMahon, a cyclist and 
development studies instructor. 
“I always thought that when you 
pressed it again it cancelled the 
fi rst press out, but I guess I was 
wrong.”

Not all were as enthused with 
Brinson’s accomplishment. Fourth-
year business student Melissa Todd 
planned on driving through the in-
tersection uninterrupted, when she 
was suddenly brought to a stand-
still.

“Just touch the button once,” 
said Todd. “Th ese timers are set 

up for a reason and when you go 
messing with them the whole net-
work gets messed up, I’m pretty 
sure.”

Th ough none of the witnesses 
interviewed were exactly certain 
how the traffi  c system was aff ected 
by repeated activation of the pe-
destrian button, all agreed it had 

to do with either sensors, ‘timed 
disks’ or fi ber optics.

City of Calgary public works of-
fi cer Rami Bardeesi stopped short 
of saying that Brinson should be 
hailed as an inspiration.

“Pushing the button doesn’t do 
anything,” Bardeesi said. “It’s just 
annoying.”

Editors: Potted Cactus—ap@thegauntlet.ca

2 2   S E P T E M B E R  3 0 . 1 0  G A U N T L E T

Brent Constantin /the Gauntlet 

Brinson with the crosswalk 
button he managed to crack.

Man pushes crosswalk button again, crosses street faster

Friends fail to understand joke
Brent Constantin
Remainder of Three

Th ird-year biological science 
student Jeff ery Marsh was disap-
pointed when his close circle of 
friends failed to understand a ref-
erence earlier this week.

Marsh felt that his joke, featur-
ing an obscure character from the 
1990s ABC sitcom Step By Step, was 
a surefi re bet based on several fac-
tors including age demographic 
and socioeconomic upbringing.

“Who didn’t watch that show 
on Friday nights when they were 
little?” Marsh asked, looking 
around the placid faces of his child-
hood friends, who up until then 

he thought had had everything in 
common with one another. 

“I guess only me.”
Th ird-year business student 

Nicole Jenkins admits she might 
have smirked when she heard the 
joke but only to appease her long-
time acquaintance.

“Sure, I’ve seen the show be-
fore,” Jenkins said aft er having the 
characters and situation recounted 
to her by Marsh. “But I don’t re-
member any of their names or the 
chocolate milk thing.”

Marsh doesn’t plan on letting the 
setback aff ect him and is already pre-
paring a new joke highlighting the 
Robin Williams animated feature 
fi lm FernGully: Th e Last Rainforest.
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Basset hounds taste olympic glory
Sarelle Azuelos
Editor-in-Chief

 

I want everyone quiet please, 
so the dogs can focus.”

Th ere were no fancy bells 
or pistols as about half a dozen ex-
cited and drooling basset hounds 
lined up between black cardboard 
cutouts shaped like their silhou-
ettes awaiting the call to race. 
Th e entire track, roughly 12 feet 
across, was all that stood between 
them and a gold medal.

Last Saturday, over 100 basset 
hounds and their respective own-
ers met in a northwest Calgary 
backyard to compete for glory and 
drool badges. Th e Basset Hounds 
Olympics, previously known as 
the Basset Waddle, has been or-
ganized by Calgary Basset Hound 
Rescue for the past fi ve years.

Basset hounds have an excel-
lent sense of smell and four very 
stubby legs — they are not known 
for their athleticism. During the 
races, which divided the dogs ac-
cording to age, the call of their 
hopeful owner and the promise of a 
meaty treat was not always enough 
to urge the dogs to the end of the 
track. Many rolled over when 
released, hoping for a belly rub, or 
got distracted by the other frolick-

ing pooches and decided to stop 
and sniff . 

“It’s hard to train a basset,” said 
Janet Naclia, a basset rescue vol-
unteer.

“Part of it is that bassets are in-
dependent thinkers. Th ey’re very 
smart dogs but depending on how 
they feel they might do a trick, 
they might not do a trick. You 
know, they’re easily distracted.”

Aft er a tense display of physique 
during the low-jump and race 
events, the athletes moved onto a 
competition of intellectual prow-
ess to see who would win Best 
Trick. Hoover, alongside his proud 
human Val, tied for fi rst place 
with Phoebe. Both dogs success-
fully danced about, sat, stood and 
shook a paw for the amusement of 
onlookers.

“We just started when he was a 
puppy,” said Val of their extensive 
training regime. “We started with 
shake a paw and he’s just such a 
natural that we keep teaching him 
stuff . It takes him two days to learn 
a new trick.”

Hoover also possessed the 
seemingly rare ability to focus on 
his cucumber treats. Many of the 
other competitors experienced a 
stage fright that resulted in even 
more excessive drooling. 

Basset gatherings are held every 
year to raise funds and awareness 
for the Calgary Basset  Hound 
Rescue, a volunteer-run non-prof-
it organization.

“Th is year we fi gure that we 
have probably touched the lives 
of 100 dogs,” said Naclia. “We 
actually work a lot with other 
rescues, we work with rescues 
in the States because they have a 
lot of high-kill shelters.”

She added that because of the 
small number of rescue groups 
in western Canada, she oft en sees 
dogs coming from British Colum-
bia and as far away as Winnipeg.

“Th ey are really funny dogs. 
Th ey’re characters and they really, 
really love their people but they’re 
very good.”

Rescuers are always looking 
for more volunteers and per-
manent or temporary homes 

for the hounds. 
Last but not least came the 

Loudest Basset Competition. Un-
fortunately, many of the most vo-
cal competitors had exhausted 
their voice boxes by this point. 
Others simply did not understand 
the concept of howling on com-
mand. 

Th is year, Naclia said the group 
raised $4,500 to help cover food, 
veterinary and other costs.

Rugby team lose opener
Douglas Long
Gauntlet Sports

Th e University of Calgary Di-
nos womens rugby team fell 78–0 
to open up their season in Ed-
monton versus Th e University of 
Alberta Golden Pandas last Fri-
day.

Th e Dinos knew they were go-
ing to get their hands dirty as 
the Pandas were coming into 
the 2010–2011 season with 19 
returning players. Last year the 
Pandas fi nished second place, 
behind reigning national champi-
ons, the University of Lethbridge 
Pronghorns. Th is season the Di-
nos are seeking to improve aft er 
failing to record a win or a try 
during their 2009 season.

Th e Dinos move on to face the 
University of Victoria Vikes in 
Victoria this Th ursday. Th e Vikes 
were ranked fourth in 2009. Th ey 
fi nished the season 1–4 and re-
corded their fi rst win in eight 
years beating the Dinos 5–0.  

Basset hounds being lured towards the fi nish line by a tasty treat and encouragement.  

The Dinos during the season opener against the U of A Pandas. 

Aft er playing such a close game 
last year, the Dinos are seek-
ing vengeance against a sput-
tering UVic team who recently 

lost 63–0 to the Pronghorns. 
Both teams are coming into this 
game aft er dropping their season 
openers in complete shut-outs.

Geoff MacKintosh/the Gauntlet

 Gregory Groeneveld/the Gauntlet

 Gregory Groeneveld/the Gauntlet

Curtis James jumps during a match against Thompson Rivers 
University last week. The U of C won both matches played. 

“
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Mike Smith
Gauntlet Sports

To all you bandwagon hop-
pers out there, it’s time to 
get back on the Calgary 

Flames buggy. With a big off -sea-
son and new, highly-touted pros-
pects in camp, the Flames will be 
a force to be reckoned with in the 
always tense race to top the West-
ern Conference.

Coming into the pre-season, it 
looked as if the Flames were going 
to tough it out with the same roster 
that earned them non-playoff  sta-
tus last year. Th e team was fi rst in 
the whole NHL at the regular sea-
son half, but then suff ered a nine-
game, almost month-and-a-half 
long losing streak. A losing streak 
that they could not re-group from. 
Th e Flames continued the losing 
trend for the remainder of last sea-
son, putting the occasional game 
in the win column.

Well Flames fans, if you are 
thinking a sports revolution is 
needed, Flames general manager 
Darryl Sutter is considering it. 
Almost halfway through training 
camp, many prospects and young-
sters are still with the big club. Th e 
Flames pre-season even produced 

the slogan “jobs are on the line.” 
Sutter isn’t going to rely on the 
same team as last year, the one that 
missed the playoff s for the fi rst 
time since the Flames’ run to the 
cup in the 2003/04 campaign. He 
is showing his roster regulars that 
there are guys in the system who 
would be more than happy to take 
their spot. 

Th is is a great move by Sut-
ter for many reasons. For one, it 
puts pressure on guys who disap-
pointed the Flames last year. Also, 
it gives new prospects the oppor-
tunity to actually make an NHL 
team, kind of like hanging a car-
rot in front of a rabbit. Prospects 
will come into every training event 
going their hardest in the hope of 
claiming a full-time position with 
the Flames.

Two prospects have a very high 
chance of making the Flames 
squad this year. Th ey are centre 
Mikael Backlund and off ensive 
defenseman T.J. Brodie. Back-
lund is expected to make the 
squad as a shoo-in as he has over 
20 games of experience from last 
season and has been impressive 
throughout training camp. Bro-
die, a fourth-round pick back in 
2008, seemingly came out of no-

where. He has done everything at 
this year’s training camp 
to impress the scouts, 
coaches and whoever 
else was watching. Bro-
die knows how to play 
in both ends of the 
rink and he 
showed it 
d u r i n g 
his fi rst 
h o m e 
game 
t h is 

p r e -
s e a s o n . 

Putting two 
past the goal-

tender and mak-
ing an amazing, 
veteran-like block 
should alone be 
enough to earn 
him a spot on the 
third defensive 
pairing this com-
ing year. Along 
with an outstand-

ing performance in a game setting, 
he has a tremendous work ethic 

on and off  the ice.
Aft er a huge controversial 

trade, Ales Kotalik silenced 
haters aft er playing a 

consistent game and 
putting a goal 

on the board 
a g a i n s t 

T a m p a 
Bay on 

S e p t . 
2 5 . 

More impor-
tant, it shows he 

is happy to be here 
and is going to put 

in an eff ort to help 
the team win. Adding 

the icing on the cake, 
Kotalik played hero and 

won the preseason bout 
versus the Tampa Bay Light-

ning in a shootout on a per-
fectly placed snapshot right un-

der the arm of Lightning goalie 
Cedrick Desjardins.

Expected to be the back-up to 
Mikka Kiprusoff , Henrik Karls-
son showed he deserves that spot 
during an exhibition game in Van-
couver. Posting a perfect 1.000 
save percentage in his fi rst ever 
NHL game, this shows he is ready 
to step in between the pipes when 
given the nod by head coach Brent 
Sutter.

Th e decision to go with the same 
looking team on paper as last year, 
in my opinion, is a good one.  
People don’t remember when the 
Flames were atop the league, sit-
tin’ pretty at the halfway point of 
the season before a tragic series of 
events brought them back to earth. 
Th e Dion Phaneuf era has right-
fully ended in Calgary, as he was   
a cancer in the dressing room and 
something had to be done. With 
three of the four guys returning 
from the big blockbuster trade last 
season, the Flames will have gelled 
nicely and be ready for war by the 
start of the regular season.

My prediction? A northwest di-
vision title and a second place con-
ference fi nish. As for the playoff s? 
I will say they have the ability to 
win the cup. We’ll all have to wait 
and see. Th e road to glory begins 
Oct. 10.

Sportspinion: Flames prospects up to the task

Late goal downs Dinos
Rhiannon Kirkland
Sports Editor

Th e Dinos lost to the Regina Cou-
gars 2–1 on Sunday in a close game. 
Despite Caitline Milne scoring the 
fi rst goal of the game 21 minutes in, 
the Dinos were unable to hold on to 
their lead. Regina scored an equal-
izer in the 32nd minute leaving the 
game tied at the end of the fi rst half.

“Milne scored off  a breakaway. 
She got the ball through and she 
had, I think, another one just before 
that and didn’t convert, so I think 
she took her time a little more the 
second time and was able to put it 
in,” said Robin Slot, women’s soccer 
head coach.

Regina got the only goal of a close 
second half to take the lead 2–1.

“We started the game very well 
against Regina and had numerous 
chances and then did score a goal 
and took the lead,” said Slot. “We 
sort of failed to continue and they 
got one back and then it was pretty 
even all the way through. Unfor-
tunately they scored another goal 
and we just couldn’t come back 
from that.”

Th e Dinos play their next two 
games against Lethbridge on 

Saturday and Sunday.
“We’re getting those chances, it’s 

just a matter of putting them in,” 
said Slot. “If we continue to gener-
ate those changes then we stand a 
good chance of winning so if we 
do that and play well defensively 
too, then there’s no reason why we 
can’t win.”
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Hear ye, hear ye, come one come all 
to the latest installment of TLF’s. The 
only place in the university where 
you, YES YOU, can have you voice 
heard without the aid of sharpie, 
spray paint or mass emails. In this edi-
tion, mystery, intrigue, embryos and 
some “dude from Saturday.” Do you 
want to be this dude? Then read on! 
All sort of excitement can be found. 
Despite my promise to myself that I 
would completely ignore the pro-life / 
pro-choice agony fest that takes over 
campus this time every year. As ex-
pected, they’ve arrived in TLF form. 
I’ll publish some of them because 
they don’t overtly fall into the “racist, 
sexist, homophobic” category. But 
as an editorial note, I most enjoyed 
Greg, who was not bothering me on 
that fi ne day. Thanks Greg. You get a 
gold star. So, if you have something 
to say (please for the love of all that 
is good an potentially holy no more 
about fetuses) all you have to do is 
take your TLF up to MSC 319 and 
drop it in the TLF box or email it to 
tlfs@thegauntlet.ca. All submissions 
must include your name, ID number, 
phone number and signature. Sub-
missions that are judged to be racist, 
sexist, homophobic or attacks of a 
personal nature will not be tolerated.

Dear dude from Saturday,
It was swell, but maybe next time 
YOU should ask for my number. As 
all I know is that you are in ENGG. 

– disgruntled
[Maybe you should take your own 

advice? This isn’t the 1950s.
– Flirt-Ed]

I would like to take a moment here 
to silently thank Aldus Manutius the 
Elder for his immense contribution to 
English grammar; it is thanks to him 
that the semicolon graces us with its 
awe-inspiring presence.

– Grammar Nerd
[Oh semicolon, you bringer of 

Facebook winky-faces. How else
would I properly express my  

emotions through text? 
– Text-Ed]

To the people who decide to disre-
gard the rules of a polite society and 
sit on the tables where people eat in 
Mac Hall, please stop. The thought of 
your squishy buttocks occupying the 
same space as my delicious lunch 
puts me quite off my appetite.

– Concerned Staff Member

Spotted
Who: The hottie in the neck tie, dress 
shirt, grey vest and skirt.
Where: Mac Hall
When: Friday Sept. 24
Response: DAMN!  I'm digging the 
outfi t. But the tie looks a bit tight. Let 
me help you loosen it up.
From: The cute guy in the neck tie, 
dress shirt and jeans. Call, er TLF me. 

If this was spring semester we'd al-
ready be halfway done. Full length 
terms suck...

To the cute girl whose locker is be-
low mine: Perhaps we could be more 
than just locker neighbors? =)

– guy from above =D

CALGARY DAYTIME HOCKEY 
LEAGUE starts the second week of 
October! DETAILS: Shinny Hockey; 
$10 per player; $5 for goalies; MAX 
ten skaters per team, Father David 
Bauer OR Norma Bush Arena. Check 
http://cdhl.teamopolis.com/ for 
schedule! E-mail daytimehockey@
gmail.com for info.

"Thank you for giving me Pocky oh so 
nicely wrapped in plastic" 

– girl who needs a wine shelf

DEAR PRO-LIFE, So you are fi ghting 
for the freedom of speech, Yes? Then 
why are you being hypocritical when 
fi ghting for your rights when y. . .

Clarissa,
Sorry if it seemed like I was avoiding 
you. I’m not. Just been really busy 
with my documentary. Life since Sep-
tember 4 has consisted of classes, 
post production editing, and what 
little is left over is for sleep. I would 
defi nitely like to get to know you bet-
ter. Lunch?

– R

Dear students who complain about 
early packers, 
Painful truth: You are clearly not as 
important as me. Please fi nd some-
thing useful to complain about.

– Vapid and Disrespectful

Learn traditional karate. Try for 
free Tuesdays and Thursdays at 
7:30 p.m. at the Thorncliffe-Greenview 
Community Center. Contact us at 
calgarynorthwadokai@shaw.ca for 
more info.

How did you miss us in Clubs Week? 
It’s not too late to stamp out tor-
ture. Join Amnesty International UC 
Branch.

An embryo is an individual, living, hu-
man, being. . . by defi nition.
Individual: The Embryo is distinct 
from her mother, father and all
othe. . . 

[The following two TLF’s have 
been subjected to the Twitter edit. 

Anything beyond 140 characters 
has been cut off. But not to worry, 

if you walked anywhere in between 
Mac Hall, the library and the science 

buildings this week, you’ve gotten 
the gist of what they have both been 

saying. If you want to complain 
about something, do it succinctly. 

– Tweet-Ed]

“Be thankful that you have a life, and 
forsake your vain and presumptuous 
desire for a second one.” ~ Richard 
Dawkins.

– Biker John

Defi nitions (1)
A mature young man: One who can 
drive a motorbike quietly

– Old Biker John

WRITE TLFS WRITE TLFS WRITE TLFS 
WRITE TLFS WRITE TLFS WRITE TLFS 
WRITE TLFS WRITE TLFS WRITE TLFS
WRITE TLFS WRITE TLFS WRITE TLFS

hahahahahahahahahahahahhahaha-
hahahahahahahahahahahahhahaha-
hahahahahahahahhahahahahahaha-
hahhahahahahahahahahahahhahaha-
hahahahahahah aaand 140. 

 – KANYE WEST

Have a happy-as-a-baby-monkey-rid-
ing-on-a-pig day.
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Looking to enhance your indie cred? 
Well then, come on up to the Gauntlet, 

you damn dirty hipster. 
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The place where optimism most fl ourishes is the lunatic asylum.
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