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Nenshi can’t make the trains run on time
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It didn’t take long for Naheed 
Nenshi to run into his fi rst 
major setback as mayor. Th e 

southeast C-Train line he so fer-
vently promised during his cam-
paign is proving diffi  cult to attain. 
Currently the amount of funding 
allocated for transit will not be 
enough to fi nish the southeast line 
for another 10 years while making 
necessary improvements to existing 
public transit routes.

Th e province’s GreenTRIP fund 
will provide Calgary and the sur-
rounding areas with about $800 
million. Th is is enough money to 
fi nish the southeast line, but 
spending the $800 million all 
in one place may not fi t the 
GreenTRIP guidelines. Th e 
funding is meant to improve 
public transit and reduce car-
bon emissions for the Calgary 
region, which includes Aird-
rie, Chestermere and Cochrane. 
Some council members like ward 
10 alderman Andre Chabot say that 
spending the money on improving 
bus rapid transit would benefi t a 
larger number of people in the en-
tire region than the southeast train 
line.

While diff erent options are on the 
table, Nenshi has made it clear that 
council has not shelved the south-
east line just yet. Aft er the deadline 
for GreenTRIP project proposals 
was pushed back from the end of 
this month to the end of January, 
we should expect some heated 
council debates over three main ap-

proaches. Th e city could buy more 
C-Train cars, improve the Bus Rap-
id Transit system, purchase land for 
the southeast line and construct as 
far as Riverbend by the end of the 
next decade, or simply put all cur-
rent and future funding towards the 
southeast line with no guarantee of 
when it will be fi nished.

It’s a tough call, as each 
option falls in the cat-
egory of barely 
adequate 

but better-
than-nothing. 
Some options appear to be quick 
fi xes while others at least step in 
the right direction. Th e risk of be-
ginning to build the shorter line is 
that the completion date for the full 
extension will be unknown. On the 
other hand, building to Riverbend 
will make it easier for commuters to 
get to the southeast industrial park.

It’s a shame to put off  the south-

east line for another 10 years when 
money is available to at least get 
the ball rolling. Yes, the timeline is 
unclear, but that date will only get 
further away the longer the project 
is put on the shelf.

Serving the southeast industrial 
park won’t help the communities 
further south, who will still need 

to take busses or drive to 
reach the train

 

e x t e n s i o n . 
But the commute will be shorter 
and other measures — such as in-
troducing BRT specifi c lanes — will 
ease transportation issues until the 
full line can be built. 

Clearly, some residents are get-
ting impatient and do not think 
that BRT should be the sole south-
east solution for the next 10 years. 
Once GreenTRIP funding runs out, 

there will be no permanent transit 
system in place to service these citi-
zens.

Choosing not to start the south-
east train line will also not look 
good politically for Nenshi. Th is is 
one of his fi rst tough decisions to 
make and many voters will be up-
set if he can’t deliver on his prom-
ise. “Choose wisely,” says the knight 
that guards the cup of commuter 
contentment. Is Nenshi all talk like 
the critics say? Or can he get things 
done?

Nenshi can only work with what 
he is given, however, and it is 

clear that the southeast train 
line will be in development 
and construction long past 
this council and the next. 
What matters is that he 
gets the ball rolling with 
the gusto that so character-
ized his campaign. It will 
discredit Nenshi’s trust-
worthiness if he at least 
doesn’t go down without 

a fi ght on this issue. He can’t 
simply do nothing.

We can only hope that through 
this commuter conundrum coun-
cil will seek to remedy the root 
cause — urban sprawl. Th e more 
we spread out the more we’ll have 
to split our resources between the 
BRT, LRT and roads so each is bare-
ly-adequate instead of suffi  cient — 
the cup of commuter contentment 
overfl owing.

. . the Gauntlet Editorial Board
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Enrolment increases to record numbers
Brent Constantin
News Editor

The University of Calgary an-
nounced record enrolment 
at the school with 30,838 

attending students, compared to 
27,763 in 2007, an increase of over 
11 per cent.

U of C registrar and associ-
ate vice-provost enrolment David 
Johnston said the boost is largely 
due to increased retention rather 
than new students entering the 
school. 

“As the economy stays the way it 
is, some students are choosing to 
stay and fi nish their degree where 
as before they might take a year 
off  to work,” said Johnston. “Plus 
we’ve been doing a lot of work with 
the faculties to support students 
better to stay and complete their 
degrees here.”

Students’ Union president Lau-
ren Webber said the increased en-
rolment is at least partly due to lack 
of jobs available but also believes it 
is a positive sign for the province.

“I think it’s a very important 
thing because Alberta is quite be-
low the Canadian average in our 
participation rates in post-sec-
ondary education,” said Webber. 
“Th ere’s a gap there and 70 per cent 
of jobs in Alberta are going to re-
quire a post-secondary education 

in the next few years.”
Th e increases come at a time 

when institutions across the prov-
ince are experiencing reduced 
grants for operation expenses. 

Johnston said economic plan-
ning for the school is simpler when 
faculties know they will retain a 
certain number of students. Re-
tention of undergraduates moving 
from their fi rst to second year in-
creased to 86 per cent in 2010, up 
from just over 83 per cent in 2007.

“We’re making sure that we’re 
supporting those programs that 
students want, where there’s de-
mand,” said Johnston. “When we 
do our new student admissions 
we’re trying very carefully to keep 

it at a stable level and then the bet-
ter our retention is, the easier it is 
for the academic departments to 
manage their year-two, year-three 
and year-four course off erings. 
In some ways it actually makes it 
easier in challenging budget times 
to support students because there 
isn’t a stop where they take time off  
and come back in a year.”

Webber said the U of C needs 
to ensure it can handle the student 
capacity before increasing it any 
further.

“If they’re making more cuts to 
the teaching assistants and support 
staff  that’s defi nitely something we 
don’t want to see,” said Webber.  
“We would support the increase if 

that’s something that we wouldn’t 
be seeing.”

Other Calgary post-secondaries, 
such as SAIT and Mount Royal 
University, saw their enrolment 
numbers stay relatively the same, 
something Johnston attributes to 
the U of C’s larger size and number 
of education options.

“Th e more degree programs we 
have the more choices students 
have to stay and seek to complete 
the degrees that they choose to 
study in,” said Johnston. “It’s a ca-
pacity issue for all of us. We have 
limited classroom space and ev-
eryone is trying to manage around 
that and make sure we’re not grow-
ing in areas that we can’t support.”

Johnston said there haven’t 
been more problems than average 
this year with program overloads. 
Classes are moved to larger spaces 
when more students than expected 
enrol in a course within the fi rst 
few weeks of the year.

“I think it just comes back to the 
university is doing this because of 
the situation the government has 
put them in, they’re stuck between 
a rock and a hard spot,” said Web-
ber in regards to the increased 
class sizes at the school.

SU vice-president external Har-
dave Birk said the provincial gov-
ernment indicated there will be no 
additional funding for schools in 
the immediate future.

“We’re still hopeful there’s the 
possibility of base operating grants 
but right now it’s looking likely 
that at every institution in Alberta 
there will be no increase for this 
year,” said Birk.

The U of C plans to remain 
stable in terms of enrolment, ex-
pecting slightly over 30,000 stu-
dents  on campus this time next 
year. 

Graduate student enrolment 
increased by 2.3 per cent and un-
dergraduate enrolment increased 
3.2 per cent from 2009.

Th e total number of new appli-
cants to the school rose by 9.9 per 
cent from 2008 to 18,327.

Gauntlet fi le photo

Enrolment at the U of C increased to 30,838 students in 2010, up 11 per cent from 2007.

Samantha Cheuk
Gauntlet News

Th e Students’ Union has extend-
ed the deadline on submissions for 
Quality Money grants to Nov. 15.

Th e Quality Money program is a 
partnership between the University 
of Calgary board of governors and 
the Students’ Union. Each year, ap-
proximately $1.5 million is collected 

from tuition for students, staff  and 
faculty to spend on projects that 
enhance the student experience. 
SU president and chair of the Quality 
Money committee Lauren Webber 
said there is an extra $30,000 from 
last year’s pool of money.

“Quality Money is a unique 
program in which the University 
of Calgary is the only campus in 
Canada to have,” said Webber. “It 

is a pool of money set aside for use 
where the funds go towards proj-
ects that the campus population 
believes to be a priority.”

Past projects funded by Qual-
ity Money include new seating 
throughout campus, new walky-
talkies for Safewalk, the co-curric-
ular record and the current MacE-
wan Student Centre renovations. 

Th is year, the U of C’s board 

of governors are more involved 
in approving projects submitted. 
U of C provost and vice-president 
academic Alan Harrison said the 
university will review proposals 
to ensure that there is no duplica-
tion with other university-funded 
projects and so the university can 
account for the expenditures ap-
propriately if needed. 

Th e allotted money for the pro-

gram is budgeted  from the univer-
sity’s overall fi nances which is then 
approved by the board.

Th e applications for potential 
projects are reviewed annually by 
the SU. An easy fi ve step applica-
tion process can be found online at 
the SU’s website under the “Qual-
ity of Education” link. Th e success-
ful projects will be announced on 
March 18.

Quality money deadline extended to November 15

c a m p u s  q u i p sHow do you think increased enrolment has affected the school?

“We can hear the 
voice of everyone 
and enjoy each 
other.”
– Elizabeth Silva, 
third-year 
natural science

“Classes larger, 
teaching styles less 
eff ective.”
– Alyssa Korte, 
fourth-year 
communication

“More competition 
in classes, less time 
for each student.”
– Danial Khosravi, 
fi rst-year 
engineering

“Less time for each 
student. If they get 
more teachers, that’s 
good.”
– Greg Warren, 
second-year 
engineering

Interviews: Susan Anderson, Photographs: Morgan Shandro
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Erin Shumlich
Gauntlet News

Growing your mo’ isn’t the only 
thing going on in November, it’s also 
one of the most stressful months of 
the year for students. With the end 
of the semester looming, midterms 
and term papers due, students need 
resources to help get through the 
tough academic period. 

November is Wellness Month 
for students at the University of 
Calgary and the school is helping 
students cope with stress.

Posters around MacEwan Student 
Centre ask students what they think  
is the best way to unwind, part of the 
month sponsored by the SU Wellness 
Centre.

“It’s only my fi rst year but I think 
hanging with friends is the best way 

to deal with stress,” said fi rst-year en-
vironment and psychology student 
Nathan Rider. “Keeping your sleep 
habits regular is very important.”  

Wellness Centre director Debbie 
Bruckner said there are a large num-
ber of students asking for a means 
to relieve stress. She said November 
is a very busy month for the centre, 
which off ers services to help pro-
mote mental, spiritual and physical 
well-being.

“It’s really important for students 
to have the resources to succeed in 
and outside the classroom,” said 
Bruckner. “November is a diffi  cult 
time for students so we developed a 
series of workshops to help students 
cope.”

Th e SU invites students to attend 
any of the seven workshops off ered 
throughout the month including 

Good Body, Good Feelings and 
Good Connections. Th e workshops 
are free and focus on a wide range of 
topics promoting well being. 

Nov. 22–26 is Wellness Week, fea-
turing a wellness fair with additional 
services to students. Free food and 
prizes will be given to students who 
participate in games in the ICT food 
court.

“I think it’s awesome that the SU
puts it on,” said third-year engineer-
ing student Pheelan Mah. “It’s a 
tough time of year for everyone, we 
all need a way to de-stress.” 

Although the Wellness Centre 
provides services all year round, 
Bruckner agreed they are espe-
cially important during the busiest 
months and the extra workshops 
will be off ered again in the Winter 
semester. 

Rhiannon Kirkland
Sports Editor

The Olympic Oval is one of 
the most prominent lega-
cies of the 1988 Olympic 

Games but, over 20 years later, the 
facility is old and in need of up-
grades. 

Over the course of the 2010 Van-
couver Winter Games the Oval’s fu-
ture looked uncertain and questions 
were raised about future funding.

Announced Nov. 9, the Olympic 
Oval will receive $10 million from 
the federal government’s Olympic 
Endowment Fund to help it contin-
ue to operate over the next 20 years. 

Most of the funding will up-
grade infrastructure like repairs to 
the roof. Another $2.4 million will 
go annually towards the operating 
costs of the facility.

“It’s an expensive building, it’s 
not just like freezing water and 
then we go from there. You can’t 
just have lights on, you need to 
have the people in here, the pro-
grams to make this happen,” said 
two-time Olympic gold medalist 

and Olympic Oval associate direc-
tor Catriona Le May Doan. “Th e 
uncertainty was that it did change 
every year and so now there isn’t 
an uncertainty. Th at’s what is so 
exciting.”

Th e Olympic Endowment Fund 
rules were changed to make fund-
ing available to the Oval. Th e OEF
was instituted for the 1988 Olym-
pics Games. 

“Having the world’s premiere 
speed skating oval on the Univer-
sity of Calgary campus is another 
element that makes this institution 
world class,” said U of C president 
Dr. Elizabeth Cannon in a press re-
lease. “Th e Olympic Oval provides 
unique opportunities for recre-
ation and research.”

“Clearly it needed to happen 
and this is an amazing facility,” said 
Hon. minister of state for sport Gary 
Lunn. “It’s trained so many athletes. 
Th is Oval has an amazing life left  in 
it, another 20 or 25 years.”

Th e funds allow the Olympic 
Oval to remain an elite speed skat-
ing facility and a national training 
center.

Funding for Olympic Oval secured

Geoff MacIntosh/the Gauntlet

Hon. Minister of State for Sport Gary Lunn announces $10 million in funding for the Olympic Oval.

November is wellness month at the U of C

Wellness Workshop Schedule

Good body: your best physical self –
Tuesday, Nov. 16 3:00 - 4:30 p.m.

Good connections: build healthy relationships –
Wednesday, Nov. 17 3:30- 5:00 p.m.

Good heart: your best spiritual self –
Thursday, Nov. 18 3:30 - 5:00 p.m.

Gift s for the journey: your spiritual life –
Tuesday, Nov. 23 3:30- 5:00 p.m.

Good grades: your best academic self –
Wednesday, Nov. 24 3:30- 5:00 p.m.

Wellness in career: discovering your passion, fi nding a 
balance –

Thursday, Nov. 25 3:30 - 5:00 p.m.
How to avoid the bad things while enjoying the good things: 

sexual health –
Tuesday, Nov. 30 3:30- 5:00 p.m.

Colin Minor
News Assistant

Campus bicycle co-op Bike Root is seek-
ing support from students, staff , faculty 
and most of all the University of Calgary in 
their campaign to regain a dedicated space. 

Bike Root was asked to vacate their Mur-
ray Fraser Hall loading dock shop space in 
late July. On Nov. 7, Bike Root closed their 
temporary shop space for winter. Th e stor-
age container they were operating from is 
unheated and without electricity. 

“We weren’t going to have any way to make 

it feasible. We were sad to close it up but it 
had to be done, the tuning tent that was also 
on campus was fi nished two weeks ago,” said 
Bike Root offi  cer Talia Wells. “In the mean-
time we would love for people to go to the 
Good Life.”

Good Life is a community bike shop lo-

cated in Eau Claire market. 
Bikes can still be repaired on campus at the 

Outdoor Centre, but cyclists must pay for the 
service. Th e Bike Root shop previously had vol-
unteer mechanics teach members to fi x their 
own bikes free of charge with new or recycled 

Bike Root petitioning for new space on campus

see  bike root,  page 8
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Susan Anderson
Gauntlet News

Comic book store Words 
and Pictures will leave the 
MacEwan Student Centre 

later this year aft er over 20 years 
at the school. 

“We’re going to miss the place,” 
said store owner Rob Clark. “Over 
the time we’ve been here I’ve 
known so many people, students, 
staff  and all that.” 

Clark said the economy was a 
big factor as to why he was closing 
the store, despite a loyal clientele 
who would visit on a weekly basis. 

“People don’t just seem to have 
the spare cash to put on comic 
books right now,” said Clark. 
“Th ere seems to be more online 
stuff  too. Th e age group is more 

online than paper, that is aff ecting 
us also.”

Clark has a second store on 
25th Ave. and Centre St. where he 
plans to consolidate stock from 
the U of C store and “ride out the 
economy.”

Negotiations with university 
lawyers are still taking place but, 
according to the Students’ Union, 
the plan is for an optometrist to 
take over the store’s lease.

“We’ve had interest from an op-
tometrist to come into the build-
ing largely because the Students’ 
Union health plan covers the ser-
vices he would off er,” said vice-
president operations and fi nance 
James Delaney. “He would fi nd a 
large market here with people who 
have the insurance to cover it.” 

Th e optometrist wants two of-

fi ces in the space but there is not 
quite enough room in the location 
according to them. 

Th e SU suggested extending the 
optometrist’s offi  ce into the top 
area of the adjacent nickel copiers.

“We could move two [copi-
ers] down to the lower level,” said 
Delaney. “We would be reducing 
from 10 to six nickel copiers.”

Delaney said students wouldn’t 
see a decrease in service with the 
reduction of copiers. According 
to the SU copy machine usage has 
gone down every year for the last 
three years.

“We took it to our student leg-
islative council, to make sure 
this is something the students 
wanted, reducing the copiers, and 
they said yes,” said Delaney, who 
touted the potential for revenue 
in renting the space. “It would 
add about $1,2000 extra to our 
revenue per year and that will go 
straight to our bottom line.”

Comic store closes

Mike Tran/the Gauntlet

Words and Pictures will close down after 20 years on campus.

Colin Minor
News Assistant

Th is month Calgarians are urged 
to come together and engage with 
their history through reading one 
book, Mavericks — An Incorrigible 
History of Alberta, by University of 
Calgary creative writing professor 
Aritha van Herk, has been chosen 
as the fi rst One Book, One Calgary 
reading project. 

One Book, One Calgary was es-
tablished to promote a city-wide 
discussion of the past, present and 
future. Similar programs exist across 
North America. 

“It is a daunting task to pick a fi rst 
book for this,” said Calgary Public 
Library community services man-
ager Cathy Freer-Leszczynski. “It is 
a challenging book. It is not an easy 
read, but it is the ideas that are inher-
ent in the book that we felt best por-
trayed what we wanted to achieve 
with this program in our fi rst year.”

One Book, One Calgary is a col-
laboration between the CPL, the 
U of C, Calgary Parks and the 
Calgary Herald with support from 
the municipal and provincial gov-
ernment. 

Calgary Parks are celebrating 
their 100th anniversary and part-
nering with the CPL in a geocaching 
program. GPS units loaded with his-
torical points are available to borrow 

free of charge at all library branches.
“What I hope people take away 

when they read Mavericks is how 
interesting our history is,” said 
author van Herk. “I don’t need 
to write fi ction, Alberta history 
is crazy stuff . You couldn’t make 
it up, it really is. If you put it in a 
novel people would say it’s not hu-
manly possible and it’s real.”

Van Herk believes that learning 
Calgary’s stories will help Calgar-
ians new and old better understand 
their city. It took van Herk three 
years with signifi cant time spent in 
the Glenbow Museum archives to 
research and write Mavericks. 

“Th e fi rst thing I did was read my 
face off . I read everything that had 
been written about Alberta’s history. 
I read a lot of primary materials, dia-
ries, local histories,” said van Herk. 
“It’s a bit overwhelming. I mean his-
tory books are overwhelming at the 
best of times but Alberta’s history is 
pretty crazy so you want to be sure 
you got it right.”

Van Herk does not expect people 
to read the book cover to cover. She 
encourages Calgarians to read sec-
tions that interest them personally.

“I hope that people take away a 
sense that we don’t live in a dull, 
white bread city,” she said. “We 
live in a place that is full of tall 
tales and that is in many ways a 
product of those great stories.”

In Mavericks, van Herk explains 
the Calgarian phenomenon of 
speeding on Deerfoot or Crow-
child Trail. Many Calgary roads are 
named aft er the ancient native trails 
they were built upon. Th e natives 
who lived here before Europeans 
loved riding fast horses more than 
anything explained van Herk. 

“You know what? Th at gets in the 
wind, that old Chinook wind picks 
that up, carries it 200 years later and 
you know what? We still love driv-
ing fast.”

Jay Michi read Mavericks as an 
undergraduate at the U of C. He 
enjoyed both the book and taking 
friends to see the Glenbow Museum 
exhibit adapted from it. 

“I think very few people are able 
to name 10 famous Albertans so 
One Book, One Calgary would ob-
viously help improve our collective 
knowledge and understanding of 
the people in Alberta that make up 
the historical tapestry,” said Michi. 

“People are amazed by the amount 
of very interesting characters that 
there are and the variety of places 
that people have come from to Al-
berta and made a diff erence here 
and made their homes here,” said 
Glenbow Museum senior curator of 
cultural history Lorain Lounsberry, 
“Each one takes away something dif-
ferent because everyone is bringing 
something diff erent to it.”

U of C instructor’s book chosen for city
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Amy Badry
News Assistant

The Students’ Union held 
a town hall on Nov. 20 for 
clubs to bring up desired 

policy changes.
All campus clubs were asked to 

talk about club procedures and 
available resources.

Feedback from clubs about what 
the SU can do to improve services 
was encouraged.

Engineering student society 
president John McDonald ap-
plauded the SU in their eff orts to 
“reach out to students to try and 
improve services.”

Approximately 50 people par-
ticipated in roundtable discussions 
facilitated by SU members said 
vice-president student life Jennifer 
Abbott.

“Th ere were a lot of great ideas 
put forth by clubs,” said Abbott.

Abbott indicated club funding 
and the way clubs offi  ces were cho-
sen were big issues. Currently of-
fi ces are decided by a committee.

“A lot of the feedback was really 
positive and we got a lot of good 
suggestions,” said Abbott.

“Th e turnout was quite exception-
al,” said Scene and Heard club presi-
dent and SU arts faculty representative 
Lara Schmitz. “People are concerned 
about their club and the benefi ts and 
the connection to the SU.”

Scene and Heard vice-president 
Haley Kluge was concerned about 
club funding.

Th e SU gives start-up grants for 
clubs in their fi rst year as well as 
food, drink and special event fund-
ing.

“For our club we are looking 
for something that is in-between,” 
said Kluge. “Th ere are just little 
things you need as you become a 
more established club.”

McDonald was also concerned 
about fi scal accountability for clubs.

“ESS has a fairly large budget 
and we have checks and balances 
to make sure money isn’t spent or 

squandered or stolen,” said Mc-
Donald. “Smaller clubs, where 
maybe one person is controlling 
the money, there is not necessar-
ily someone looking over their 
shoulder making sure everything 
is working out.”

Competition between clubs 
was another topic discussed at the 
town hall. 

“In essence you are competing 
for members at the beginning of 
the year,” said Kluge. “But what lots 
of clubs don’t realize is that people 
will sign up throughout the year.”

“The ski club and the origami 
club are two totally different 
clubs and they are looking at to-
tally different target markets,” 
Kluge said.

Schmitz said no steps were taken 
yet to resolve issues addressed at 
the town hall.

“It was mostly sort of to get a 
glimpse of what it is like right now 
and get and idea of what is work-
ing and what isn’t,” said Schmitz.

Ideas proposed during the town 
hall will be reviewed by the SU 
Governance Review Committee.

“Th e purpose of GRC is to look at 
the current procedures and struc-
tures and then what GRC does is make 
recommendations,” said Abbott.

Recommendations are brought 

to the Student Legislative Council 
to be turned into policy.

Kluge and Schmitz  will be com-
piling information about the clubs 
and contacting clubs that were not 
able to attend the town hall to get 
their feedback for the SU.

“Th e town hall was specifi cally 

to get our starting point before we 
do anything offi  cial,” said Schmitz

Another town hall will take 
place in February.

“Th e SU is really proud of clubs,” 
said Schmitz. “I see clubs as the 
heart in community engagement 
and involvement”

Gauntlet fi le photo

Campus clubs recruited new members at the clubs fair in September.

Clubs discuss improvements with SU
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Faculty of arts transition continues
Aly Gulamhusein
Gauntlet News

 

The University of Calgary’s 
faculty of arts came into 
existence seven months 

ago, amalgamating the faculties 
of fine arts, communication and 
culture, humanities and social 
sciences.

With over 6,500 students and 
350 faculty and staff it is now the 
largest faculty at the university.

But with change has come 
challenges. 

For dean Kevin McQuillan the 

biggest challenge is managing the 
sheer size and number of depart-
ments.

“I don’t want to underestimate 
what we have in front of us,” said 
McQuillan.

Currently the administration 
is creating common procedures 
across the faculty that accommo-
dates the practices of the previ-
ous four faculties.

“We’re starting to get some of 
the governance things in place 
that we need to run a big faculty 
like this,” said McQuillan.

Lara Schmitz, one of four fac-

ulty of arts representatives with 
the Students’ Union, thinks the 
biggest project in the new faculty 
is engaging students in a dialogue 
about the faculty.

“A lot of students aren’t really 
certain what has changed,” said 
Schmitz. “That’s because, in one 
sense, not a lot has changed.”

Because of uncertainty among 
students, arts representitives are 
writing a newsletter that will out-
line changes that affect students. 

Th e goal is to create a strong 
foundation for communication and 
community for successive years.

McQuillan said the adminis-
tration is on side with students 
when it comes to sharing infor-
mation.

“One of the things I’m really 
committed to is trying to sim-
plify some of our procedures and 
requirements that would make 
it easier for students to move 
through the programs quickly,” 
said McQuillan.

Students can access the Student 
Success Centre and Program In-
formation Centre for help regard-
ing any scholastic problems or 
other issues they may be having.

“I hope and believe that two or 
three years from now, when most 
of the work is done, people will 
look back will say, ‘Yeah, that was 
the right thing to do,’ ” said Mc-
Quillan. “It’s better for our fac-
ulty and better for our students.”

The faculty of arts will be hold-
ing a launch event Nov. 24 from 
11:30 a.m.–2:30 p.m. in MacE-
wan Student Centre. Students 
will have a chance to interact 
other in their new faculty.

“The transition is now behind 
us. The faculty of arts is here,” 
said McQuillan.

parts. Bike Root is no longer charg-
ing for memberships as they have no 
services to off er.

“Over winter our main goal is to 
try to fi nd the support and work to-
gether with the offi  ce of sustainability 

and with the university to fi nd a new 
space for us for the spring,” said Wells.

Th e Bike Root is hosting a meet-
ing to rehash the mission and vi-
sion of Th e Bike Root on Nov. 14. 
Anyone involved with the co-op is 

invited to come and give input. 
“We basically just don’t want to 

pass a mission or a vision that isn’t 
agreed on by all members of the 
Bike Root community,” said Wells.

Bike Root is currently circulating 

a support petition on campus. Th e 
petition can be found at the Bike 
Root table in ICT between 10 a.m. 
and 3 p.m. on Nov. 17 and a print-
able version is on the Bike Root 
website. 

“I think what we really want to do 
is engage with people one-on-one 
when we are getting them to sign the 
petition,” said Bike Root offi  cer Susie 
Carmichael. 

Bike Root recognizes that any 
positive progress requires U of C 
support. Th ey see Bike Root tying 
into the sustainability goals of the 
U of C. 

“I think it is just really impor-

tant that people don’t feel that the 
Bike Root has any sort of animos-
ity towards the university because 
we don’t,” said Wells. “It really was 
just that we were in a space that 
was no longer feasible for us to 
use.”

Bike Root is in a period of 
change and is seeking support 
from members new and old.

“We are a group of people that 
are moving towards a goal that we 
think is best not just for ourselves 
as a group but for the university,” 
said Wells.

Bike Root, continued from page 5

Petitions can be found at bikeroot.ca.
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Muggle quidditch flies onto campus
Rhiannon Kirkland
Sports Editor

Everyone who grew up reading 
Harry Potter wished at some point 
in time that they could hop on a 
broom stick and play quidditch. 
A group of University of Calgary 
students have decided to make this 
dream a reality by forming a mug-
gle quidditch club giving students 
the chance to live out the beloved 
sport of the Harry Potter books in 
a slightly more down to earth way. 

“I was sitting in Ben’s class read-
ing Time Magazine and I came 
across the New York team that was 
playing and also hosting the Quid-
ditch World Cup which happens in 
a week,” said Paul Hamnett, head 
master of the U of C muggle quid-
ditch club. “Th at is where all uni-
versities from all across the U.S. get 

together, all the major ones, and 
they play muggle quidditch against 
each other. I want our university 
to be represented in the muggle 
quidditch cup next year so I put 
together this club.”

Th e club received offi  cial SU 
sanctioning on Nov. 5. Muggle 
quidditch is based off  the magi-
cal sport of quidditch as played in 
the Harry Potter books and mov-
ies, but adapted for the ground. 
Th e positions are the same (minus 
the fl ying broomsticks) with each 
team having a seeker, a keeper, 
beaters and chasers. 

“Every player needs to have a 
broom in their hands at all times,” 
said Hamnett. “Th ere’s also a 
snitch, which is a tennis ball in-
side of a long sock and that is 
put inside that person’s pants and 
they then run around.”  

Th e goal of the game is to catch 
the snitch and receive 150 points. 
Th e beaters are responsible for 
throwing dodgeballs at the op-
posing team. Th e chasers try to 
get a defl ated volleyball through 
one of the three hoops on the op-
posing team’s end of the pitch for 
10 points a piece. Th e keeper is 
responsible for trying to stop the 
chasers from scoring. 

“No bats unfortunately, we lack 
the ability to be accurate enough 
with bats so we just use our hands,” 
said Hamnett. “We lack fl ying and 
we lack bats in this game, that’s 
why it’s muggle quidditch and not 
real quidditch unfortunately.”

Th e teams are called houses, 
like in Harry Potter. Th e club cur-
rently has four houses but may 
add more depending on mem-
bership. Members get to decide 

on their house name, mascot 
and uniform consisting of capes, 
robes or jerseys said Hamnett. 

“Th ose aren’t strictly going to be 
by the books,” said Hamnett. “Of 
course some people think it should 
be by the books and then there’s 
some people who think it should 
be a creative endeavour. Th is is the 
University of Calgary, not Hog-
warts, a lot of people say.”

“Th ere’s defi nitely a lot of room 
for interpretation like if someone 
wanted to get together make a 
house, make a team, a Gryffi  ndor 
or a Huffl  epuff  directly from the 
books that’d be alright,” said Ben 
Cannon, vice-president commu-
nication. “But for instance my-
self, as a head of house, my house 
is called the Winhavers.”

Th e club plans to train once a 
week during the winter semes-

ter with updates posted on their 
Facebook group, the University of 
Calgary Muggle Quidditch Club. 
Training will increase to twice a 
week during the spring and sum-
mer semester. Memberships cost 
$9.75, or nine and three quarters 
aft er the platform of the same 
name. For now, teams will only 
be playing against other U of C 
houses. Spectators are welcome 
said Hamnett. 

“I think the biggest thing to 
take away from all this is, regard-
less of whether or not you love 
the books or love the movies, hate 
the movies, everyone just loves 
to come out and play and have a 
great time,” said game coordina-
tor Ryland Brennan. “It’s a tre-
mendous workout too, especially 
if you’re the snitch because you 
have to be constantly running.”

Football advance to Hardy Cup game
Rhiannon Kirkland
Sports Editor

The Dinos put up big num-
bers and big passes to beat 
the University of Regina 

Rams during their Canada West 
semi-fi nal on Nov. 6. Th ey now 
advance to the Canada West fi nals 
to play the University of Alberta 
Golden Bears at the Hardy Cup  
for the right to move on to play the 
winner of the Atlantic conference. 
Alberta beat the Saskatchewan 
Huskies  31–30 in the other Cana-
da West semi-fi nal on the same day 
aft er a late comeback. 

Th e Dinos scored on the fi rst play 
of the game against the Rams when 
quarterback Erik Glavic completed 
a 70-yard pass to Anthony Parker. 
Th ey continued to build their lead, 
scoring two additional points off  

Aaron Ifi eld’s 77-yard kickoff  single 
and  42-yard punt single 11 minutes 
later. Nathan Coehoorn scored a 
touchdown off  a 28-yard pass from 
Glavic giving the Dinos a 16–0 lead 
at the end of the fi rst quarter. 

“Th at was an exciting fi rst play, 
a lot of credit to the O-line for 
giving me the time and Anthony 
running hard and catching up to 
it,” said Glavic.“Th at’s an awesome 
way to start the game, hopefully 
we can do it again next week.”

“We had a game plan for that 
particular play for a while, for 
that week there, and it just hap-
pened to work out exactly how we 
wanted it,” said Parker. “It takes a 
lot of wind out of the other team.” 

Th e Rams scored a touchdown 
to open the second quarter and 
later a fi eld goal, but otherwise the 
Dinos dominated fi rst-half scor-

ing. Th ey added another touch-
down seven minutes into the sec-
ond quarter when Parker caught a 
20-yard pass from running back 
Steven Lumbala to take a 26–10 
lead into halft ime. 

Th e Rams scored just one point 
in the third quarter off  a rouge 
by kicker Chris Bodnar. Parker 
added another touchdown on the 
game scoring 10 minutes in off  a 
45-yard pass from Glavic. 

“Th ey’re a very good football 
team, see that’s the thing that people 
forget,” said head coach Blake Nill.  
“I thought we played overall pretty 
well. Our guys just stepped up.” 

Th e Rams came into the fourth 
quarter strong, scoring three 
touchdowns. Anthony Woodson’s 
touchdown in the fourth minute 
of the quarter helped the Dinos 
secure enough of a lead to stave 
off  the Rams’ off ensive charge and 
win 40–33.  

“We had a little scare there at the 
end but our off ense had a really 
good outing,” said Glavic. 

Parker was named the Canada 
West off ensive and special teams 
player of the week for his superb 
performance during the game. 
Parker totaled 267 yards, scored 
three touchdowns and had four 
kickoff  returns for 58 yards. 

Th e Dinos play the Bears in the 
Hardy Cup on Nov. 13 at McMa-
hon Stadium. 

“We’re going to be ready for a 
tough football game and I’m sure 
that’s what we’re going to get,” said 

Nill. “Th ey know that if they want to 
keep playing week aft er week they 
gotta come up with A eff orts.”

Nine Dinos players were named 
to the Canada West 2010 all-star 
football team. Th e Dinos lead 
Canada West with the most players 
named to the team. Saskatchewan 
had eight players, Regina seven and 
Alberta three. Running back Matt 
Walter was named to the team for 
his third year running and receivers 

Coehoorn and Parker and centre 
Alex Krausnick-Groh earned con-
ference all-star appearances once 
again aft er being named in 2009. 
Left  tackle Paul Swiston and right 
guard Reed Alexander made the 
off ensive list for the fi rst time. On 
the defensive and special teams 
side of things, halfb ack Tye Noble, 
linebacker Sam Hurl and kicker If-
ield round out the Dinos named to 
the all-star team.

Peter ReMartinez/the Gauntlet

Defensive line Linden Gaydosh attempts to block a kick. 
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Douglas Long
Gauntlet Sports

With fi les from Rhiannon Kirkland

For all the avid skiers and 
snowboarders out there keen 
for an early start, it’s time to 
get your boots ready and your 
winter tires on. Lake Louise 
opened this past weekend, the 
fi rst mountain of the Canadian 
Rockies to offi  cially open. Na-
kiska was poised to open, but 
was unable due to lack of snow. 
Although Louise only had one 
chairlift  and three groomed 
runs available, they still man-
aged to get enough snow for an 
early start. 

To satisfy the needs of the 
park-rats, two 20-foot rails 

were set up along the main 
run so that park riders could 
get their daily dose of jibs. 
Since only three runs are open, 
discounted prices are in ef-
fect. Other than Louise, most 
mountains are poised to open 
early December.

“It’s good that they are open 
just because there’s a lot of 
people in town that just have 
the skiing itch and need to 
get out and ski,” said U of C 
ski club vice-president inter-
nal Geoff rey Hill. “I know that 
they host one of the fi rst World 
Cup events of the year so they 
obviously start their snowmak-
ing early so if the snow is there 
they might as well open and 
start bringing in money.”

Powder Report: Lake Louise opens

Douglas Long
Gauntlet Sports

Th is past weekend, Th e Univer-
sity of Calgary men’s soccer team 
came up short and fi nished fourth 
place in the Canada West Cham-
pionship, hosted by the Universi-
ty of Alberta. Th e Dinos suff ered 
a heartbreaking 1–0 loss to the 
University of British Columbia 
Th underbirds during an attempt 
to gain a spot in the CIS Nation-
al Championship Tournament. 
UBC went on to win the qualifi er 
and gain a spot in nationals. 

Soccersaurs fail to advance at qualifier

Mike Smith
Gauntlet Sports

With the CFL regu-
lar season over and 
done with, it’s time 

for some playoff  football. What 
a regular season it was, though. 
With many tight games and some 
great Labour Day classics, it was 
one of the better CFL seasons in 
recent memory. But now all that 
is over and teams that did make 
the post-season need to focus on 
their playoff  opponents.

Th e East
In the east, the Montreal Alou-

ettes unsurprisingly fi nished fi rst 
by a mile and picked up the fi rst 
round bye. In the eastern semi-fi -
nal the Hamilton Tiger-Cats host 

the Toronto Argonauts. Th is game 
should be a hard-fought defen-
sive battle between the two teams. 
Th ey are evenly matched so it will 
be a fi ght right to the fi nal play. 
Th e Argos come into the game on 
a positive note aft er fi nishing the 
season with a win while the Tiger-
Cats look to bounce back at home 
aft er a two game losing streak to 
fi nish off  the 2010 season. Th ey 
have home fi eld advantage and 
if the regular season counts for 
anything, the Tiger-Cats should 
move past the Argos to the east 
fi nal for a game against the Alou-
ettes. Th e teams played each other 
three times during the season and 
the Tiger-Cats took the season se-
ries 3–0 with only one close game 
along the way.  

For the Alouettes, it is simply a 

Sportspinion: CFL playoff predictions
waiting game. When their oppo-
nent is decided, the Alouettes will 
have a full week of rest under their 
belts. Th e eastern fi nal could go 
either way, as both Hamilton and 
Toronto have beaten the Alouettes 
badly. Th e Alouettes are most likely 
hoping for the Tiger-Cats as they 
have had their number during the 
season, taking the season series 2–1. 
Th e Argonauts are more of a worry 
for the Alouettes, as the season se-
ries was split at two games a piece. 
Again the east fi nal, much like the 
east semi-fi nal, is a toss-up. Most 
likely, though, the Montreal Alou-
ettes will come out on top and head 
to Edmonton for the Grey Cup fi nal. 

Th e West
In the west, things are a little bit 

more spread out. Th e match-up 
for the western semi-fi nal will fea-
ture the Saskatchewan Roughrid-
ers at home in their sea of green 
at Mosaic Stadium squaring off  

against the B.C. Lions. Th e Rid-
ers are the undisputed favourite 
in this match-up with a record of 
10–8, playing against a team with 
a record of 8–10. Th e last game the 
two played against each other went 
to the Lions, giving them an edge 
coming into the western semi-fi nal 
clash. Th e game will be a good one, 
both teams are off ensively minded 
which means lots of exciting plays. 
Th e Lions come into the game rid-
ing a three game win streak, but 
fans will give the Riders a boost. 
B.C. could pull off  the catastrophic 
upset but they will need everyone 
to play their hearts out. 

Awaiting the result of the west-
ern semi-fi nal game is the power-
house of the league, the Calgary 
Stampeders. Not only did they 
fi nish the season with a solid 13–5 
record but they had the most of-
fensive points total and allowed 
the third lowest number of points 
against total in the league. Th ese 

guys have the whole package, great 
off ense, great defence, and on top 
of that, a great group of coaches. 
Th e Stamps earned a well-deserved 
break from action. Whichever 
team they end up battling for the 
right to represent the west, it will 
be a close game. Th e Riders and 
Stamps had tough, spirited battles 
all season long, with Calgary top-
ping the green machine two games 
to one. Th e Stamps dominated the 
B.C. Lions the fi rst two games they 
played, but the Lions gave them 
trouble during their last two  games 
and upset to pick up desperately 
needed wins. Either team they face, 
the Calgary Stampeders will need 
to be ready, forget about their great 
season and remember that any-
thing can happen in the playoff s. 

Th e Final
Th e likely fi nal is Calgary ver-

sus Montreal, with Calgary as the 
favourite to win it all.

Th e Dinos then faced a tough 
U of A squad for bronze. Th ey 
were defeated 3–2 with goals 
from Izak Lawrence and Dustin 
Ruddell. Five Dino players were 
named to the conference all-star 
team; forward Lawrence, goal-
keeper J.P. Crescenzi, defender 
Ruddell, forward Brett Howard 

and midfi elder Devin Delany. 
On another note, fi ft h-year mid-

fi elder Morena Ianniello of the 
women’s soccer team received the 
student-athlete award for Canada 
West. Ianniello scored four goals 
this season and received second 
team all-star, as well as fourth-year 
defender Caitlin Milne.

Regardless of whether you’re a devoted or spontaneous rider, here 
are some important dates that you should put on your calendar.

Marmot Basin — Nov. 13
Nakiska — Nov. 13

Sunshine Village — Nov. 18

Gauntlet fi le photo
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Google, Facebook no 
longer in tree
Isaac Azuelos
Production Editor

You probably don’t remember 
signing up for Facebook, but the 
process underwent a signifi cant 
change recently. Google is no lon-
ger allowing the direct importing 
of Google contacts in Facebook 
by Facebook users, citing what it 
claims is Facebook’s unfair data 
protectionism.

In Google’s API Terms of Service, 
the document outlining the condi-
tions under which third parties 
can access Google’s services in an 
automated way, Google demands 
that any third party accessing data 
on behalf of users must itself have 
a method for users to withdraw 
this data. Google is upset because 
Facebook does not do this with the 
e-mail addresses it retrieves. Of 
course, Facebook isn’t interested in 
your Google e-mail addresses out-
side using them as an identifying 
token to fi nd your friends.

Google is claiming that their 
terms of service act in the best 
interest of users and data, going 
so far as to set up a provocatively 
named “Trap my contacts now” 
page which outlines Google’s ob-
jections to Facebook’s import-
ing policy and displaying it when 
a contact export is attempted. 
Google states that “once you im-

port your data there, you won’t be 
able to get it out.” While this is true 
of the e-mail addresses of other 
people, all of the data relating to 
you on Facebook is retrievable. 
Any user of Facebook can — from 
their account settings — download 
a catalogue of all their time wasted 
on Facebook. Th is exported data 
does not include the e-mail ad-
dresses imported by Facebook to 
fi nd your Facebook-using friends, 
and this makes sense. Facebook 
is not an e-mail program. All ad-
dresses imported from Google will 
be available from Google.

In March 2009 a bat fl ew into 
the external fuel tank of the space 
shuttle Discovery, injuring its 
wing. Th e bat clung onto the fuel 
tank as Discovery launched, caus-
ing its death. Th ousands mourn-
fully joined the R.I.P. Space Bat 
Facebook group. If Facebook com-
plied with Google’s terms, the ad-
ministrators of this group would 
have access to thousands of e-mail 
addresses. It makes sense for Face-
book to be willing to regurgitate 
my personal data upon request, 
but Google’s request requires that 
they be able to provide the data of 
others, which is absurd.

Either Google is unaware of the 
purpose of the contact-import — 
to fi nd your friends — or they’re 
intentionally misleading users.

Mohammad Albaba
Gauntlet Web

You’ve deleted things, prob-
ably even things you didn’t 
mean to. Did you know that 

there are ways to recover your fi les 
that even someone who doesn’t un-
derstand the importance of backing 
up could employ? Even those fi les 
which you intentionally deleted 
on that reformatted hard drive are 
recoverable, you poor soon-to-be-
RCMP-investigated soul.

Th ese shocking truths are be-
cause deleting fi les from the re-
cycle bin or formatting hard drives 
doesn’t delete the contents of the 
fi les. Th e operating system main-
tains references to fi les on hard 
drives. When a fi le is deleted, the 
reference maintained by the oper-

ating system in a fi le system is de-
leted and not the content of the fi le 
on the hard drive. Th is makes the 
deleted fi le hidden from — or in-
visible to — the operating system, 
but the content of the fi le can be 
retrieved by soft ware if the content 
of the fi le hasn’t been overwritten 
by a newly created fi le. Th e same 
applies for formatting a hard drive 
in that only the fi le system declara-
tion maintained by the operating 
system is deleted. 

Deleting a fi le reference without 
deleting its content can be a dou-
ble-edged sword. It can be used to 
retrieve an important fi le which 
has been mistakenly deleted. It can 
also be used in a harmful way by 
malicious tech savvies to retrieve 
sensitive fi les which the user in-
tended to delete permanently.

Th ere are a plethora of fi le-re-
storing utilities which specialize in 
diff erent operating systems, fi le sys-
tems, and media. Should you fi nd 
yourself in need of one, your search 
engine of choice can help.

When it comes to securely delet-
ing fi les, your OS is likely to already 
have you covered. On Unix-like 
systems, you can use the “shred” 
command to delete the content of 
a fi le. OS X’s “securely empty trash” 
option is also removes deleted data. 
Windows users will need to down-
load third-party soft ware like Fre-
eraser or SDelete.

So the golden advice is before 
disposing your hard drives, fl ash 
drives, digital cameras and other 
storage media, make sure you wipe 
the personal fi les correctly and not 
just delete them.

Not all that intuitiveNot all that intuitive
Deleting fi les may not be as simple as you’d expectDeleting fi les may not be as simple as you’d expect

Sydney Stokoe/the Gauntlet

New scholarship helps attract Dwarven students
Brent Constantin
Hand-Sanitized 

Th e University of Calgary and 
provincial government announced 
a new scholarship program de-
signed to allow students of dwarf 
ancestry to enter specialized pro-
gramming in Alberta.

Th e scholarship was made pos-
sible by a grant from renowned 
Dwarf-Lord and philanthro-
pist Dvalinn Stoneaxe who, aft er 
breaking with the traditions of 
his people and leaving the misty 
mountain range of northern Brit-
ish Columbia, established a pros-
pering mithril smelting operation 
in Airdrie. 

“I know how tough it is for 
young dwarfl ets these days,” said 
the 453-year-old Stoneaxe. “By 

the time they sprout their training 
beard they’re expected to be work-
ing in the mines. I want to show 
them there’s another world out 
there, a world lit by a huge, yellow 
sky-hawk [the sun].”

U of C dean of admissions Geof-
frey Hunter said the school is ex-
cited to begin off ering Dwarf stu-
dents the opportunity to receive a 
post-secondary education.

“Our view is that getting a de-
gree shouldn’t be unobtainable just 
because you’re four feet tall or use 
a language based on magic runes,” 
said Hunter. 

But not all are excited about the 
increased opportunities the schol-
arship off ers. Th eolis Quinivi of 
the Northern Elf Clan called the 
program a waste of resources.

“Dwarves are a fi lthy race of 

dirt people,” said the slender, fair-
skinned second-year biological 
sciences student. “Th ey’re more 
concerned with their mines than 
their minds. Ha! My jest is truly 
too clever to be wasted on the likes 
of the Dwarven people.”

Th e percentage of Albertan 
Dwarves with a post-secondary 
education sits at seven per cent, 
below Ogres (12 per cent) Gob-
lins (10 per cent) and only slightly 
above the hyper-evolved rat people 
known as the Skaven (six per cent).

Th e announcement comes 
shortly aft er the annual Dwarven 
festival of Muluthon when the 
great earth dragon Signothin is ap-
peased by the nimble dancing and 
riddles of the village, blessing them 
with a rich harvest of turnips and 
dirt-grapes.

 Gauntlet Corrections Gauntlet Correctionst
 While we strive to provide a service of reporting accurate campus 

news, occasionally we at the Gauntlet will get some of our facts wrong.
  Th e following is a list of mistakes we’ve made this year:
  
  A Feb. 29 article entitled “Yoga, the real way” asked students to send 

their Visa numbers and security codes to the address listed. We have 
been informed the P.O. box was incorrect. Please forward to H4G 7Y9.

  
  An Aug. 9 photo spread in the “Traveling for fi sh” section showed a 

series of images depicting a medical condition causing human genitals 
to appear like Sultana raisins. We were had. Th ese were just raisins. 

  Th e Apr. 23 sports section of the Gauntlet listed the U of C Dinos 
water polo team as having a strong chance of success this season. We 
apologize, as we have forgotten to confi rm their existence aft erwards.

  A Nov. 26 letter from Ugandan prime minister Apolo Nsibambi 
printed in the opinions section has been traced to   the hated Warren 
Kizza Besigye Kifefe, traitor. Ignore this message of lies!

  Th e June 3 one-on-one interview with R&B artist Small Donald con-
tained the word ‘frunk.’ We used it to fi t in hoping that Small Donald 
would like us. Th is was met with failure, thusly, frunk is not a word. 

  Th e Apr. 23 sports section of the Gauntlet listed the U of C Dinos t
water polo team as having a strong chance of success this season. We 
apologize, as we have forgotten to confi rm their existence aft erwards.

Editors: Isaac Azuelos—production@thegauntlet.ca
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Republicans crash their own party

Sitting in the crowd at MacE-
wan Hall on Wednesday 
Nov. 3 was a little strange. 

Th e day aft er historic losses by the 
Democrats in the midterm elec-
tions, Howard Dean and Fred 
Th ompson addressed assembled 
students, business people and poli-
cy wonks. What they had to say was 
a little unexpected. Th ompson, the 
former Republican senator from 
Tennessee and a 2008 Republican 
presidential nominee, was not the 
jubilant individual one would have 
expected aft er so epic a victory. On 
the contrary, it was former Vermont 
governor and Democratic chair-
man Howard Dean who was opti-
mistic that compromise was pos-
sible in America. 

Despite Th ompson’s regular sto-
icism, I certainly expected a little 
more positivity from him when dis-
cussing the election that returned 
control of the House of Represen-
tatives to his party as well as pro-
viding a severe blow to the Obama 
administration, but his comments 
can best be described as pessimis-
tic. Perhaps it’s because he can see 
the diffi  culties ahead for his party.

Elected in the so-called Gingrich 
Revolution of 1994 (like 2010, a 
huge Republican midterm election 
win) Th ompson is a veteran of the 
horse trading that characterized 

the Republican-dominated con-
gresses of the Clinton administra-
tion. Indeed, he would remember 
that despite many similar promises 
of change in the practices of gov-
ernment (much like those heard 
Tuesday) the GOP ended up mak-
ing deals with President Bill Clin-
ton. Yet, the rhetoric of the Tea 
Party this election was 1994-on-
steroids. Replete with promises to 
“repeal Obama-care,” make deep 
cuts to government programs and 
“reform Washington,” as well as a 
healthy dose of conspiracy theo-
ries about Obama’s religion and 
birthplace — Tea Party rallies oft en 
degenerated into “Barack Hussein 
Obama-athons” — the Tea Party is 
not a pragmatic movement.

In 1994, Democrats and Re-
publicans were able to fi nd some 
common ground. Welfare reform 
was a major accomplishment, cuts 
were made to many government 
programs and defi cits eventually 
became surpluses. Yet the 2010 Re-
publican wave is diff erent. Th e Tea 
Party grew as much from dissatis-
faction with President Obama as it 
did Republicans. Tea Partiers railed 
against both parties and many Tea 
Party challengers unseated Repub-
lican Party favourites in primaries. 
Th is is not a cohesive Republican 
party.

Th ompson also said last Wednes-
day that he was doubtful the two 
major parties could get past mutual 
demagoguery and make progress 
on the legislation that America’s 
heavy debt load and huge entitle-

ment programs necessitate. Yet will 
the parties even get to the point of 
being able to compromise? Already 
the signs point to no. 

Despite the negligible infl uence 
that the Tea Party truly has in the 
House or Senate, it seems that the 
extreme nature of their arguments 
and their no-compromise approach 
has resonated with millions of 
Americans. Th is makes their con-
solidation into a larger Republican 
coalition unlikely. In fact, just as 
Rep. John Boehner, the presump-
tive Republican Speaker of the 
House, was talking about working 
with President Obama and getting 
to the problems of the nation, Rep. 
Michelle Bachmann of Minnesota, 
the Tea Party caucus leader in the 

House and one of the least compro-
mising Tea Partiers, was testing the 
waters about a possible run for a 
House leadership position. Th ough 
it’s unlikely that Bachmann will win 
the votes necessary to take a posi-
tion as a leader in the House, this is 
surely not the last time the Tea Par-
ty will try to exert its strength in the 
new Republican majority. And the 
GOP will have to give them some-
thing, aft er all much of their gains 
on Tuesday can be attributed to Tea 
Party excitement. 

Th e GOP will certainly need to 
consolidate power and get the 
Bachmanns of the world onside 
before they can begin to present a 
platform to the American people. 
As Th ompson’s words on Wednes-

day illustrated, getting politicians 
in Washington to agree on any-
thing is a diffi  cult and oft en impos-
sible proposition. But the GOP has 
to fi nd a way. If they ignore the Tea 
Party, they are in danger of losing 
an increasingly mobilized group 
that currently supports them, per-
haps even to a third-party — a 
nightmare scenario for the GOP. If 
they embrace them wholehearted-
ly, it is unlikely they will make any 
progress a la 1994 and will have no 
shot a 2012 presidential victory. It 
seems that they may not even get 
to a place where Gov. Dean’s opti-
mism can be possible — a GOP civil 
war may have to be fought fi rst. 
Either way, Fred Th ompson’s pes-
simism seems justifi ed.

Give, Nominate and Feel Good
November Invites You to Support the Holiday Food Drive and More 

Wellness is front and centre in 
November so take advantage of 
some opportunities to feel good 

by donating to the SU Holiday Food Drive, 
nominate a great instructor and get some rest 
during the Reading Days break. 

I don’t know about you but what makes me feel 
great is ‘giving’. And if that gift can help a fellow 
campus community member, that’s even better. 
Now is the time to give!

For the upcoming holiday season SU clubs are 
taking up the cause and leading a competitive 
food bank drive in support of students and 

campus community members and their families 
in need. All in the spirit of students helping 
students, on Tuesday, November 16 through 
Thursday, November 18, student clubs will have 
tables in the MacEwan Student Centre gathering 
food and cash donations to fill the shelves at your 
Campus Food Bank. 

As you are building your wish list for the holiday 
season, the SU Campus Food Bank has its own. 
We are looking for our most in-demand items - 
meal helpers, canned pasta/chili, Kraft Dinner, 
peanut butter, dry pasta, canned veggies and 
beans, dry soups, cereal and hygiene products. So 
check your shelves, pick up an extra item at the 
store or donate a few loonies to help your fellow 
community members.  

And you can go big if your heart is big. 
Coinciding with the food drive, the SU is offering 
supports to student families through its annual 

“Adopt-A-Student-Family” program. If you, your 
group of friends or colleagues, your club or your 
department wants to build a gift hamper for a 
student family, contact us before the November 
29 deadline at adoptafamily@su.ucalgary.ca or 
(403) 220 8599. Confidentiality is ensured for 
both those donating and those receiving hampers. 

November will also provide you with an 
opportunity to let your voice be heard. The first 
round of nominations for the Teaching Excellence 
Awards is November 19. This is your chance to 
nominate that very special instructor and teachers’ 
assistant that believes in excellence and delivers 
the highest quality of education at the University 
of Calgary. 

Wow. The fall semester is flying by and you’ve 
been hard at it. Your mental wellness is important 
so please be sure to take a breath and relax during 
the upcoming university Reading Days starting 

November 11 and wrapping up on November 
14. No lectures to worry about so this is a great 
opportunity to catch up, put the feet up or get 
some fresh air and exercise.

More to come in November as your SU gears up for 
the Wellness Services Fair and the Undergraduate 
Research Symposium the week of November 22. 

Check it all out at the SU web site – su.ucalgary.
ca. Look forward to seeing you there.

Jennifer Abbott 
VP, Student Life

 Th e Students’ Union column is provided by the SU and published without Gauntlet editorial revision. 

Andrew Varsanyi
Gauntlet Opinions
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The meaning of Remembrance Day

Criticizing Israel isn’t anti-Semitic

   Dominik Matusik
The Last Stanzas of 
the Internationale 

 
  Jocelyn Hunt
  Gauntlet Opinions 

Remembrance Day is a day 
to remember and thank the 
men and women who have 

served our country during times of 
war and peace. We have all learned 
about this in school and most 
people can probably recall John 
McCrae’s poem In Flanders Fields, 
which asks future generations not 
to forget the fallen soldiers from 
the First World War. In Canada 
and numerous other countries 
around the world, Remembrance 
Day has become a day to remem-
ber those who have been aff ected 
by war and to thank the hundreds 
of thousands of men and women 
who have fought for our freedom 
and the freedom of others through 
all confl icts.

Sadly there is opposition to the 
spirit of Remembrance Day, the 
ceremonies surrounding it, the red 

poppy and other forms of support. 
Numerous White Poppy organiza-
tions have introduced white pop-
pies as a new symbol to replace the 
traditional red poppy because they 
support peace, not war. In the Ot-
tawa Sun, Ian Harvey, a member of 
the Ottawa White Poppy Coali-
tion, explained that the red 
poppy should not be worn 
because it and Remem-
brance Day “adopt the 
idea that war is a neces-
sary evil.” Even the annual 
Poppy Fund bake sale host-
ed by the Undergraduate Histo-
ry Students’ Association (of which 
I was then president) 
faced many students 
who refused to 
buy our baked 
goods because they 
do not support war. 

Wearing a poppy and buying 
a cookie does not show support 
for war, it demonstrates that you 
care about our veterans. Clearly 
there is a misunderstanding about
Remembrance Day.

Th e red poppy became a symbol 
of Remembrance Day in 1921 be-
cause it grew on the 
graves of soldiers 
in France and 
Belgium, fi rst 
noticed during 

the Napole-
onic Wars. Wearing a poppy 
demonstrates support for our vet-
erans, not support for war. Th e 
ceremonies do not celebrate wars 
that Canada has been a part of but 

show veterans and their families 
that we, as free Canadians, appre-
ciate what they and their fallen 
comrades have done for Canada. 
We celebrate freedom of speech 
in Canada and no veteran or mili-
tary organization would demand 

that Canadians support 
the wars we partici-

pated in, but I ask 
that you do not 

let your be-
liefs about 
war prevent 
you from 
supporting 
Canada’s vet-
erans. Orga-

nizations like 
the Poppy 

Fund raise 
money for 

veterans, ex-military personnel 
and their dependents, they do 
not fund combat missions. It is 
about supporting the men and 
women who have risked their 
lives, the personnel who have 
supported them and their friends 
and families who waited for them 
at home. 

If you want to make a stand 
against war, please do. You have the 
freedom to do so, and some people, 
myself included, would argue you 
have that right because of our vet-
erans. But please do it at some other 
time, Remembrance Day is not 
about the wars of tomorrow. Wear 
a poppy over your heart and show 
your appreciation, support and re-
spect to the veteran, cadet, or vol-
unteer who sold it to you.

Lest we forget.

It has been common practice 
over the course of modern Israel’s 
relatively short history to accuse 
critics of the state of anti-Semi-
tism or, in the case of Jewish writ-
ers like Gideon Levy and Noam 
Chomsky, Jewish self-hatred. 
Reducing political criticism of 
Israeli foreign policy to an ethnic 
issue has become so typical that 

we hardly notice when leaders 
go on the world stage and openly 
denounce critics of their for-
eign policy as racists. Th is type 
of demagogy could be expected 
from the likes of Hugo Chavez 
and Mahmoud Ahmadinejad but 
not our very own prime minister 
or leader of the opposition — the 
latter is supposed to be a human 
rights expert with a foreign poli-
cy plan to counter Prime Minis-
ter Stephen Harper’s. Policy came 
to a head this past week when 
Harper and Michael Ignatieff  
both spoke at a conference of the 

Inter-Parliamentary Coalition 
for Combating Anti-Semitism. 

On issues of foreign policy, 
Ignatieff  struggles to conceal his 
overwhelming agreement with 
Harper. Canada’s current agenda 
is to praise Israel no matter what. 
Th e Liberal position on Israel is 
hardly any diff erent to the Con-
servatives’. It remains the media’s 
job to perpetuate the illusion that 
there are major disagreements. 
An article appeared in Th e Globe 
and Mail on Nov. 2 contrasting 
Harper’s and Ignatieff ’s foreign 
policies and somehow managed 

to conclude that they diff er im-
mensely, even aft er conceding 
that they agree on most impor-
tant points. Another weakly-
argued article, this time in the 
National Post on Nov. 8, followed 
Harper’s and Ignatieff ’s com-
ments. David Frum attempts to 
contrast the positions of the two 
leaders by analyzing the Liberal 
leader’s remarks practically word 
by word. Again, the columnist 
concluded that there is a major 
diff erence between the two posi-
tions. 

Far from Harper being the 

tough-talking enemy of anti-
Semitism and Ignatieff  the weak-
kneed manipulator who needs 
to quantify his condemnation 
of Jewish-hatred, both men ex-
pressed a remarkably similar 
doctrine, a card that has been 
played many times — critics of 
Israel are anti-Semites. Harper 
bluntly referred to Israel Apart-
heid Week (which occured as 
protests against the Israeli gov-
ernment on campuses across 
Canada) as “anti-Semitic.” Ignati-
eff  made the same claim. 

see ISRAEL, page 13
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Israel, continued from page 13

Letter: What makes 
community radio

[Re: New community radio sta-
tion focuses on community con-
tent, Nov. 4 by Andy Williams]

While I am encouraged that 
another radio club has been es-
tablished by a dedicated group of 
music hobbyists in a garage in SE 
Calgary to have some fun playing 
commercially released songs that 
XL Radio might not be playing this 
month, I do take issue with writer 
Andy Williams’s failure to do some 
more in-depth research about Bea-
ver FM.

Th is hobby group, while purport-
ing to be “basically a community 
radio station” is not at all a commu-
nity radio station. Unlike CJSW, they 
are not licensed by the CRTC under 
the new Community Radio Policy 
(a policy CJSW Radio actively helped 
shape during consultations with the 
CRTC over the past two years), they 
have no restrictions on advertising 
or playing the “hits,” and no outline 
of how members of the community 
can access the airwaves. CJSW, Cal-
gary’s only campus and commu-
nity radio station, is fully accessible 
to anyone interested in radio and 
media and this can be seen in our 
diverse volunteer membership that 
is made up of over 150 volunteers 

who speak 11 diff erent languages 
on-air and has an age range from 14 
to over 80. Th is is a more accurate 
illustration of a distinct community 
radio organization.

Lastly, the assertion that Beaver 
FM plays “just under 2,500 songs 
and the average station in Calgary 
sits at around 800, so we’re three 
times ahead of where everyone else 
is with variety” is false. CJSW has a 
musical universe that includes ev-
ery genre of music you can think 
of — from hip-hop, metal and rock 
and pop to world, folk, blues, jazz 
and music that has no defi ning la-
bel. Our music department is sent 
an average of 40 new releases every-
day and manages over 500 brand 
new releases on our playlist each 
week. Th is variety is found nowhere 
on the Calgary radio landscape — 
guaranteed.

Over 25 years on the FM dial has 
proven CJSW Radio’s relentless dedi-
cation to providing Calgarians with 
diverse, challenging and unprec-
edented programming. For a real 
alternative to commercial radio, 
check out 90.9 FM.

Chad Saunders
CJSW Station Manager

Ignatieff echoed the prime min-
ister’s remarks practically ver-
batim. One-sidedness doesn’t 
appear to this extent even in 
American politics where the 
current president is taking an 
almost moderate view of Israel. 
However, in the mainstream 
politics of both countries, sup-
port for Israel is merely a ques-
tion of degree.

Limiting the range of ideas 
that can be discussed is a great 
way to control thought in a 
democratic society without be-
ing physically authoritarian. In 

the case of foreign policy, this 
becomes particularly important. 
What better tool is there than to 
equate a political entity with an 
entire people? Somehow, they 
managed to paint supporters of 
Israel as moderates and support-
ers of peace-talks as anti-Sem-
ites. In the meantime, Harper 
has the gall to say that Israel is 
“consistently and conspicuously 
singled out for condemnation.”

The fact that Israel even needs 
to be mentioned in a speech 
condemning anti-Semitism is a 
disgrace. Harper’s unconditional 

support for Israel is dogmatic. 
Ignatieff thinly veiled his agree-
ment with Harper while trying 
to keep the moderates on his 
side with impotent comments 
comparing anti-Israelism with 
“Islamophobia” (another ridicu-
lous construction) which only 
validates the view that criticism 
of Israel’s policies is the same as 
hating an entire group of people. 

Narrowing down what is ac-
ceptable discussion cannot pos-
sibly be a good thing. When 
even the suggestion of an opin-
ion opposing the mainstream 

comes along, it is aggressively 
criticized. When MP Libby Da-
vies suggested that Israel has 
been occupying Palestinian 
land, she was called to resign as 
NDP deputy leader, not only by 
the prime minister, but also by 
the Liberal foreign affairs critic 
Bob Rae (a former NDP member 
himself). This was for express-
ing a moderately pro-Palestin-
ian view. What would happen if 
she expressed a view similar to 
that of George Galloway, the for-
mer British MP who used to be 
banned from Canada for aiding 

Hamas, considered  a terrorist 
organization by Canada? Is there 
any reason an opposing position 
couldn’t be represented? 

Accusing detractors of Israeli 
policies of anti-Semitism is, at 
its core, childish politics. Can-
ada has come a long way since 
Pierre Trudeau openly defied 
Israel’s pressure to have Jeru-
salem recognized as its capi-
tal. Unfortunately, it seems our 
minds are slowly closing rather 
than opening to new ideas on 
how to achieve peace in the
region.



e n t e r t a i n m e n t Editor: Andy Williams—entertainment@thegauntlet.ca

G A U N T L E T  N O V E M B E R  1 1 . 1 0  1 5

Local rapper navigates a genre 

fraught with cliché

TRANSIT

Andy 
Williams
Entertainment Editor 

There are those strange people out 
there who sail through life with ab-
solutely no desire to listen to music. 

For whatever reason, they just haven’t made 
a connection with one of our society’s most 
pervasive forms of cultural expression. Hip 
hop artist Daniel Bennett — also known 
by the name Transit — was one of those 
people.

“Well, I always had music shoved down 
my throat. I come from a really classical 
music family and I never really connected 
with music,” he says. “In fact, I used to 
never listen to music. I hated it because it 
represented lessons and getting forced into 
stuff  I didn’t want to do, and I said I’d never 
make music.” 

Th at all changed in grade three. Bennett 
stumbled across the forbidden genre of hip 
hop and made some big sacrifi ces to get ac-
cess to it.

“I started sneaking in hip hop tapes to my 
room because my family is ultra conserva-
tive, I wouldn’t have permission — stuff  like 
Eminem and Maestro,” he recounts. “One 
day, I traded my lunch for a Maestro Fresh 
Wes mixtape in grade three and I didn’t eat 
all day. I came home and listened to that 
mix tape and it really hit me that it was my 
music. It just became a means of expression 
throughout growing up. Whenever I’d be 
frustrated I’d just write out lyrics.”

Since then, the unconventional Victoria 

native has 
set about build-
ing up his live show and his 
record catalog. Since his move to Cal-
gary in 2007, he has released two albums, 
including his latest LP, Insuffi  cient Funds, 
which dropped at the end of September.

Bennett has preoccupied himself with 
standing out. Th ough Eminem was an in-
fl uence while growing up, Bennett rejects 
the emphasis on violence, misogyny and 
cash that have become mainstays of main-
stream hip hop, as he pursues a diff erent 
direction.

“People call it emo-hop, but I mean, it’s 
just good music,” he says. “Th e thing that 
sucks, though, is that you have to use these 
little words that you don’t necessarily agree 
with just because every time I tell someone 
I’m a rapper or an MC, they just assume, ‘Oh 
this guy’s a wigger’ or ‘Th is guy is trying to 
be a gangster.’ . . . I have to use these words 
that I don’t want to use, like ‘indie.’ What 
does that even mean? It just means you don’t 
have a record label. But it’s just a way to let 
people know that you’re not going to be talk-
ing about guns.”

Bennett obviously wants to get his music 
to as many people as he can, but he’s not 
hung up on signing the infamous record 
deal. Th ough signing a deal and getting ra-
dio play used to be the go-to way of making 
it big in music, Bennett has diff erent ideas.

“Getting signed 
is kind of a mythical thing 
nowadays,” he says. “My goal is to keep 
developing tours — I just want to be able 
to travel around and pack places out. Right 
now, I can do B.C. and Alberta fi ne, but I 
haven’t been out east. Th e next step is to just 
keep making music and touring, and once 
I’m out of school I’ll be able to go a little bit 
harder with it.”

His eff orts are paying off . In December 
of 2009, Bennett added DJ Crosswalk, a.k.a. 
Jonathon Williams, to his live performances. 

“I used to have to bend over and play the 
beats on my iPod,” laughs Bennett. 

He achieved another wave of momentum 
this summer with the release of a single.

“It’s crazy because no one used to listen 
to my stuff . My fi rst two years of being here 
I had one show, and now all of a sudden I 
came out with my “Not for Clubs” song and 
the next thing I know, I have like 20 shows 
in July and August. Th at’s what’s crazy. You 
never know what a couple months can do.”

Bennett is currently in school studying be-
havioural sciences and is dead-set on work-
ing with youth once he fi nishes his program. 
He is on track to achieve that goal with his in-
volvement in an initiative that mixes  diff erent

asp e c t s 
of his education 
and musical interests.

“I had to do a practicum for my program 
and I went into [Th e Boys and Girls Club], 
because I saw they had a basketball program, 
because that’s what I used to be really into,” 
he explains. “Th ey saw on my resumé inter-
ests that I was into hip hop and they told me 
that they had this studio just donated from 
the government. We started this program 
up and it’s free studio time for any kids who 
want to drop in and make music. At fi rst it 
was kind of slow going, but now we’ve got a 
solid core of kids who will come every week 
and they’re recording their own albums, it’s 
awesome.”

With his volunteering and engagement 
with youth, maybe Bennett will aff ect a child 
the same way that Maestro Fresh Wes mix-
tape aff ected him, though the way the music 
industry is changing, it probably won’t in-
volve a cassette.

Andy Williams/the Gauntlet

Transit is playing Nov. 18. at Radiopark. You can get tickets and 
more information at facebook.com/transithiphop.

DJ CROSSWALK



1 6  N O V E M B E R  1 1 . 1 0  G A U N T L E T  E N T E R T A I N M E N T

Savannah Hall
Gauntlet Entertainment

Touring is usually thought of 
as the most gruelling part of 
a musician’s career, but for 

Wintersleep touring is an integral 
part of their livelihood. Mike Big-
elow, Loel Campbell, Tim D’eon, 
Paul Murphy and Jon Samuel have 
all conditioned and trained for a 
marathon of touring that started 
in 2007. Th ese Nova Scotia natives 
are some of the hardest working 
musicians in the business. From 
traveling all over the world to play-
ing in a pool hall in Grand Prairie, 

for these professionals it all boils 
down to just another day of simply 
getting to do what they love.

“You defi nitely need to tour 
if you are going to play music,” 
says frontman Paul Murphy. “Th e 
length of time you actually need 
to be touring is fairly taxing. It is 
one of those things that is not nec-
essarily an evil, because it is pretty 
amazing to be doing what you 
want to be doing.”

Aft er their hit “Weighty Ghost” 
from the album Welcome to the 
Night Sky — for which they won a 
New Group of the Year Juno award 
in 2008 — they worked hard to not 

become a one-hit wonder. Th eir 
latest album, New Inheritors, is an 
evolution of their sound, not a rep-
lica of the blueprint that already 
worked.

“We just take it song-by-song. 
If something is interesting to us, 
we will pursue it. You probably 
wouldn’t make something as good 
as the fi rst single if you were think-
ing that hard about it,” says Mur-
phy. “We are more about writing 
a unifi ed album than we are about 
writing a single.”

Despite continuously touring, 
they’re also writing new material 
during every spare moment. New 

Inheritors, was written while tour-
ing for Welcome to the Night Sky.

“You fi nd the time where it is to 
write music. We don’t have the lux-
ury of taking a year off  to make an 
album. Writing is really important 
to us, it is the reason we are playing 
music,” he says. 

Creating a new sound while 
playing their old stuff  is a true 
testament to their talent, but Paul 
insists that it’s fairly easy for them 
to be artists and produce even 
amongst the chaos of a tour. What 
one can expect from this is a more 
raw musical experience.

“Th is record has a more fl ushed-

out instrumental sound. It’s more 
true to what you would hear if you 
came to see us live,” Murphy con-
tinues. “Every record is indicative 
of where you are at as a live band. 
With more touring experience be-
hind us it brings a live energy to 
this record that was not the same 
as in previous records.”

Although some shake at the 
thought of all the hard work this 
Canadian band has had to endure, 
there is no rest this season for 
Wintersleep.

Al Williams
Gauntlet Entertainment

With a last name like Gali-
fi anakis, it’s easy to see why so 

many have been referring to him 
as “the guy from Th e Hangover” 
for far too long. But Zach Galifi -
anakis’ rapid rise to the front of 
the comedy scene has made the 

name instantly recognizable and 
mispronunciations are quickly 
vanishing. He further adds to his 
growing resumé with his latest 
ride in Todd Phillips’ Due Date.

Director Phillips will be cel-
ebrating the 10 year anniversary 
of his entry to the comedy scene 
with the release of Due Date, star-
ring the aforementioned Galifi -
anakis and Robert Downey Jr. Th e 
director’s fi rst two outings (Road 
Trip, Old School) showed Phillips 
had no diffi  culty getting his au-
dience to chuckle, but he relied 
too heavily on this talent to drag 
them through weaker sections of 
plot. Last year he demonstrated 
his ability to pair these gasping-
for-air moments with a much 
more entertaining storyline in Th e 
Hangover.

Th e announcement of the fi lm 
generated excitement based large-
ly on the revealing of its two male 
stars, who have both perfected 
their game in recent years.Unfor-
tunately Due Date doesn’t capture 
the magic of Th e Hangover. Gali-
fi anakis plays a character similar 
to the one he craft ed in Th e Hang-
over, and does a great job regu-
larly getting laughs. Fellow lead 
Downey Jr. portrays a straight-cut, 
tech-savvy architect struggling to 
keep a lid on his anger. Both actors 
deliver top notch performances 
and it’s a shame that Phillips did 
not support them with a stronger 
script.

Th e movie is predictable and 
from the get-go it is easy to see 

how things will resolve. When 
Peter Highman (Downey Jr.) is 
forced to hitch a ride across the 
country with aspiring actor Ethan 
Tremblay (Galifi anakis), we see 
the story is not an original concept 
— similarities to Planes Trains and 
Automobiles are obvious. Th e so-
cially awkward Tremblay reveals 
early on in the journey that he is 
carrying the ashes of his recently 
deceased father and would ide-
ally like to give him a memorable 
send off  (queue the road blocks). 
Despite the trip going from bad to 
worse, Highman slowly warms up 
to his goofy but gentle companion. 
Tremblay unfolds as the more en-
tertaining character of this dude 
date, winning the audience over 
with both his memorable gait and 
plumber crack.

Although it may feel like you’ve 
seen this fi lm before, supporters 
of Phillips’ raunchy comedy style 
will have an easier time over-
looking its failings — one rather 
disappointing appearance of a fa-
miliar face (Danny McBride) play-
ing an Iraq war veteran comes to 
mind. Th e ride is at least amusing 
and will give many hungry fans 
enough to chew on until the re-
lease of Th e Hangover Part Two 
next year.

Practice makes perfect — Wintersleep masters the art of writing on the road

Due Date: Planes, Trains and Automobiles minus the planes, trains and originality

Due Date is playing in theatres everywhere.

Wintersleep are playing Nov. 17 in MacEwan Hall 
with Ra Ra Riot. Get tickets at primeboxoffi ce.com.

Flying by the seat of their pants
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Andy Williams
Entertainment Editor

The sun streams through 
the perfect rows of trees 
laden with juicy peaches. 

Th e long grass is soaked with dew 
and the air is clean, crisp and clear. 
A solitary house breaks the unifor-
mity of the peaceful rural environ-
ment and stands out like an island 
in the sea of branches and leaves.

It’s hard to think of many loca-
tions for writing a record better 
than the one that Ra Ra Riot chose. 
Th e band settled down in a peach 
farm borrowed from a friend to 
record the follow up to 2008’s Th e 
Rhumb Line. Th e product was the 
succinctly named album, Th e Or-
chard, which sports an imprint of 
the magical locale in which it was 
created.

“We spent six weeks on this or-
chard in this beautiful house that 
we all lived in. It was at the end of 
the summer, it was just really beau-
tiful,” says cellist Alexandra Lawn. 
“We were eating peaches everyday 
and we were writing tons of music. 
Everyone was in a happy spot cre-
atively and so it was really produc-
tive. Th e ability to go outside, or go 
on a run, or play croquet, or pick 

some peaches . . . that really played 
a part in the writing as an experi-
ence and the songs embody that 
magical feeling.”

It was an eff ective move for a 
band that all participate in the writ-
ing process. On the one hand, the 
total participation seems surpris-
ing because the band is a sextuplet 
and coordinating collaboration is a 
daunting task. On the other hand, 
the depth, complexity and cohe-
sion of Ra Ra Riots instrumenta-
tion and arrangement show that 
they truly have a special process.

“We all participate. It’s very, very 
collaborative and hands-on,” says 
Lawn. “Everything starts from one 
person or another’s idea, and that 
idea can be something very short 
or small or incomplete or partly 
complete. It could be a chord pro-
gression or a melody and then we 
just jam on it, and talk about it, and 
mold it and change it.”

Th e band had to abandon the 
idyllic surroundings of the orchard 
to actually record and produce the 
album. Th ey then passed the album 
off  to Death Cab for Cutie’s Chris 
Walla and Vampire Weekend’s Ros-
tam Batmanglij to mix the album.

“To be able to add two artist’s 
perspectives and input and talent 

to the mix was something we really 
wanted. We let them just take over 
that step of the album being cre-
ated. Our work was done and we 
kind of handed it off ,” says Lawn. 
“Th ey mixed the songs and added 
things and took things away that 
they felt and heard.”

It wasn’t the bands fi rst time 
working with Batmanglij. Lead 
singer Wes Miles collaborated with 
the Vampire Weekender on their 
electro-pop side project Discovery 
that was released last year to criti-

cal acclaim. Discovery saw Bat-
manglij and Miles reinterpret “Can 
You Tell,” one of the songs on Ra 
Ra Riot’s debut album Th e Rhumb 
Line. While the band entered into 
the arrangement with a some trepi-
dation, Lawn was quick to see the 
benefi ts of bringing in outsiders.

“You’re always a little scared at 
fi rst, but once you get the fi rst few 
mixes back, you’re hearing things 
you didn’t hear yourself — a slant 
on them that you didn’t think of. 
It’s really exciting and cool and 

having two artists that we just re-
ally respect and love their work, we 
weren’t that scared,” says Lawn.

Th e band have just fi nished 
their American tour for their 
new release and are on a quick 
break at home in Brooklyn before 
heading off  into the desolate win-
ter of Canada for another leg of the 
tour — far away from the croquet 
and peach-picking of last summer.

Ra Ra Riot are playing Nov. 17 in MacEwan Hall with 
Wintersleep. Get tickets at primeboxoffi ce.com.

A creative setting that many bands dream of proves peachy for Ra Ra Riot

At home in an Orchard
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Humans
Avec Mes Mecs
(Independent Release)(Independent Release)

If Humans’ debut release, Avec Mes Mecs, isn’t one of 
the best examples of cyberhallucinatory-exogenic-hy-
peraudio to date, then I don’t know what is. Since 2008, 
the Vancouver-based group have been turning people 
on to their sound, the ecstatic juxtaposition of eschato-
logical concern combined with mother-dance herself. 

As one of the most auditorily insightful acts to come 
out of the rainy west in a while, Humans have managed 
to create a soundthat  envelops you like a constrictor 
entwining itself round the mind — you can feel it your 
feet, building up into the inexorable desire to bend 
your knees, shake in double-time, fl ail your arms and 
vibrate your molecular structure to the point of disin-
tegration.

Th e album cuts into your consciousness quickly, 
swarming in through the ears and slithering straight 
for the spine with the song “Avec Mes Mecs.” As the 
album progresses towards the album’s big single, “Bike 
Home,” the corpus callosum melts as resonance fuses 
the hemispheres together. Th e closing track, “Wake 
Up,” is the fi nally force in the fragmentation of one’s 
musical ego. 

Aft er all, who knew that all we had to do was party?

Remi Watts

Chiodos
Illuminaudio
(Equal Vision)(Equal Vision)

With Illuminaudio comes evolution — Chiodos are 
out with the old and very much in with the new. Th e 
band’s new lineup looks signifi cantly diff erent than it 
did about this time last year and so it was inevitable 
that their sound would change.

What certainly could not be predicted was the direc-
tion the band’s evolution would take. Th e band’s debut 
studio album, All’s Well Th at Ends Well, introduced the 
post-hardcore world to Chiodos’ utterly sporadic style 
that so many fans now know and love. Th e success of 
the band’s so-called “diffi  cult second album,” Bone Pal-
ace Ballet, showed the post-hardcore world that Chio-
dos, were decidely not fi nding things diffi  cult.

With Illuminaudio, the post-hardcore world is fi nally 
given the record Chiodos have been promising. Chio-
dos have found the perfect equilibrium between the 
perhaps unintentional but quite genius song structures 
and unreserved quirky key changes showcased in All’s 
Well Th at Ends Well and the raw ambition and far-
reaching aspiration so evident in Bone Palace Ballet. 

Given the sheer magnitude of Illuminaudio, why Chio-
dos are supporting Atreyu on a Canada-wide tour and 
not on a headlining tour of their own baffl  es the mind.
 
Nick Beaver

Sufj an Stevens
Age of Adz
(Asthmatic Kitty Records)(Asthmatic Kitty Records)

Sufj an Stevens’ newest album Age of Adz is a space-age 
electronic oratorio that begs to be an opera. I cannot 
help but imagine elaborate set pieces and costumes to 
accompany the orchestral and choral sounds found 
throughout the album.

Th e opening song is a simple introduction. An empty 
stage save for the spotlight on one man as he recounts 
a memory. Meanwhile, backstage, the stage manager 
readies the set, lights and fog machines while choral 
members receive make-up and costume touch-ups.

Sufj an eases the listener into this wonderfully diff erent 
album before hitting us over the head with the third 
track “Age of Adz.” With its dramatic introduction and 
choral pieces this song sounds like it belongs in an old 
epic fi lm like Cleopatra or Ben Hur.

Th e fi nal song, a whopping 25-minute saga, further il-
lustrates this concept. Sufj an forces you to listen closely, 
to think and imagine, not just simply feel. 

In the end it’s a breath of fresh air to see that some 
prominent artists still have creative control over the 
technology they employ, instead of becoming slave to 
pre-packaged pop beats.

Emily Ask
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 1.   Avoid stabbing yourself. Wearing a poppy is 
encouraged, but do so responsibly.

2.  Check out the mystery concert. On the 
university event calendar there is a tentative 
free concert listed on for Nov. 13 at 7 p.m. It’s 
a secret wrapped in an enigma and dipped in 
intrigue.

3.  Clean out your refrigerator. It’s national clean 
out your refrigerator day on Nov. 15. Time to 
confront the unspeakable horrors that lurk in 
the back of your fridge.

T H I N G S  T O  D OTHEATRE
Decidedly Jazz Danceworks pres-

ents Canvas from Nov. 16–21 at 

The Grand Theatre. Shows start at 

8 p.m. with a 2 p.m. matinee on Nov. 

21. Tickets are $29–$33 through 

Ticketmaster.

Got some spare time during lunch? 

Check out Nickle and Dime Theatre 

and their newest show, Psychic Ter-

ror! The show runs Nov. 17 until 

Nov. 19.  All showings run from 12 p.m.

until 1:00 p.m. in the Reeve Theatre. 

Tickets are $2 at the door, cash only.

Check out the University Improv 

Show. It will be going down in That 

Empty Space on Nov. 17 at 7:30 p.m. 

The performance is a pay-what-you-

can affair, food donations for the food 

bank are encouraged.

Theatre Encounters presents Quest. 

Written by the Baader Meinhof Col-

lective, Quest outlines David Thomp-

son’s 1811 journey down the Colum-

bia River. Quest runs Nov. 23–27.

Each show starts at 8 p.m. with a 

2 p.m. matinee on Nov. 27. Contact 

info@theatreencounter.com for tick-

ets.

Uprising, a festival of new political 

theatre continues! If you haven’t got-

ten a chance to check them out, head 

down to the Motel at the Epcore Cen-

tre during reading week. Shows are 

from Nov. 19–27.  Tickets are $15–$20 

at the door or you can call 403-294-

9494 to get a festival pass.

CONCERTS

MISC.

SPORTS
Cheer on the Dinos, the most loved 

terrible lizards of all time! Games are 

free with your UCID.

The women’s hockey team will be-

playing two home games against the 

Bisons on Nov. 12 and Nov. 13. Both 

games start at 7:30 p.m.

The football team plays another play-

off game on Nov. 13 at 3 p.m.

Feeling stressed? Relax with the Wes-

twinds Music Society. They will be 

hosting a concert on Nov. 15 at 7 p.m. 

in the University Theatre. Tickets are 

$5 at the door.

Batty for hard rock? Ozzy Osbourne 

will be masticating nocternal fl ying 

mammals at the Saddledome on 

Nov. 16. Show starts at 7:30 p.m. and 

tickets are $40.50–$102.25 through 

Ticketmaster. 

Got a sweet tooth? Check out Sweet 

Thing at The Gateway on Nov. 16 

and they’ll be sure to satisfy your 

auditorial cravings. Show starts at 

8 p.m. and tickets are $12.50 through 

Ticketmaster.

Winter is coming and as much as 

you’d probably like to sleep through 

it, you can’t. You are not a bear. The 

good news is that because you are 

not a bear you can check out Win-

tersleep. They play here in MacEwan 

Hall on Nov. 17. The show starts at 

7 p.m. and tickets are $30 at Prime 

Box Offi ce. Bears need not attend.

Since hibernation won’t work for you, 

maybe you’re thinking of migrating? 

Yeah, can’t do that either. Leave it 

to birds like the noble Woodpigeon.

They’ll be playing at The Gateway on 

Nov. 18. Show starts at 8 p.m. and 

tickets are $15 through Ticketmaster.

The Rothney Astrophysical Obser-

vatory is hosting an open house in 

support of the upcoming launch of 

NEOSSat, an asteroid hunting micro-

satellite. The event will feature speak-

er Rob Cardinal from the department 

of geoscience here at the University 

of Calgary. Atendees will also have 

an oppertunity to view Jupiter and its 

moons through the RAO telescopes 

at the observatory. The open house 

takes place on Nov.13 an will run from 

8 p.m. until 11 p.m. Tickets are 

$20. For more information visit 

www.neossat.ca or contact Leanne 

Yohemas at 403-220-5144.

Get a taste of local art at Pages Books. 

They are commissioning a work of 

visual poetry combining the poetry 

of local author and publisher Derek 

Beaulieu and local animator Emma 

Rouleau. Rouleau will be showing 

a stop-action movie of Beaulieu’s 

work on Nov. 13 at Pages. The eve-

ning will also feature presentations 

by Oana Avasilichioaei, Natalie Simp-

son and Paul William Zits. For more 

info you can reach Pages Books at 

403-283-6655.

Want some fi ne dinning but also 

want to donate to a good charity? Do 

both! Help educate girls in Afghani-

stan by attending Breaking Bread 

for Women in Afghanistan, hosted 

by Canadian Women for Women in 

Afghanistan. Dinner is provided by 

Ethnicity Catering and will be accom-

panied by musical entertainment and 

speakers outlining how educating 

girls can facilitate peace. The din-

ner takes place on Nov. 19 at 6 p.m. 

and tickets are $30. Ticket sales end 

Nov. 15. Call 403-244-5625 or contact 

info@CW4WAfghan.ca.

If fi ne dining isn’t your thing and 

you’d rather watch people do silly 

things, check out Chillin’ for Char-

ity. Presented by the Universty of 

Calgary’s own JDC West Team Has-

kayne in support of Big Brothers and 

Big Sisters of Calgary and Area. It’s 

your oppertunity to watch 60 teams 

dress up in extravagant costumes 

and then plung themselves into some 

icy water. There will also be DJs, 

hot tubs, prizes, warm beverages 

and plenty of fun. All these shinani-

gans will take place on Nov. 17. The 

event will be held outside between  

Science A and MacEwan Hall from 

1 p.m. to 4 p.m. If you’d like to reg-

ister yourself or a team, the deadline 

is Nov.12.
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Make your 
choice: help 
the Gauntlet, 
or transfer to 
Hellskayne!

My beef-of-the-week today is TLF-
monstrosities. Know what TLF stands 
for? Three Lines Free. I was really 
short on space this week, so lots of 
TLFs got edited down... but anything 
over 10 lines just got cut.  Be short 
and sweet, else you risk me saying 
it for you... or not at all. Please bring 
concise TLFs to the TLF box in MSC 
319 or email them to tlfs@thegaunt-
let.ca before Tuesday at midnight. 
Include your name, UCID, phone 
number and signature. (TLFs that are 
racist, sexist, homophobic, late, mon-
strously long or attacks of a personal 
nature are not acceptable.)

To students in the elbow room: I know 
that this isn’t the library, but please 
stop yelling. It’s hard enough to con-
centrate with awful ADD.

– xoxo, I still have midterms

People on the 2nd fl oor of Mac Hall: from 
the 1st fl oor, we can see what you’re do-
ing with your girlfriend through the mir-
rored ceiling. Just so you know.

Interested in land use and develop-
ment? On Nov. 19, take UrbanCSA’s 
walking tour of transit-oriented devel-
opment in Calgary! Contact Angela at 
angela.eaton@urbancsa.org.
– Urban Calgary Students’ Association 

“Any country that accepts abortion is 
not teaching its people to love, but to 
use any violence to get what they want.”

– Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta

Have a secret you want to get off your 
chest? Anonymously submit it as a 
crafty postcard to the WRC (MSC 318).

Sarah, 2nd year FNCE.  It was rad 
working with you at the open house 
on Saturday. I have a feeling I should 
have grabbed your number. Maybe in 
another life, when we’re both cats.
– Guy with the awesome moustache

Business Brunette,
Do you have any cute friends in med 
school? superfi cialengg@gmail.com.

– Handsome, sarcastic engineer

TLF Brain Teaser of the Week!
See the pretty TLFs with fancy stars? 
These belong to brainteaser winners. 
The answer to last week’s riddle was “a 
coffi n.” And now, this week’s puzzle:

What three-letter, one-syllable 
word becomes three syllables long 
when a single letter is added to it?

Send answers to tlfs@thegauntlet.
ca or the TLF box at MSC 319 before 
midnight on Tues. Nov. 16. You must  
include your name, phone number, 
UCID and a valid TLF with your answer. 

They say you can tell a person’s love-
making skills by the way they dance.  
Better learn to Salsa! Try the U of C 
Salsa Club for $2 on drop-in Thursdays 
in ICT 116 (no partner required). 

NUTV’s “HOT STARTS !” 
Premieres Late November!

– adogcalledstray productions

Vote in the CBC Radio 3 Bucky Awards 
for Canadian Independent Music.

This week’s geology lesson: Some-
times a thrust will not penetrate the fold.

– GeoDrew

Fear O’ the week: Chionophobia – fear 
of snow. Chionophobes: welcome to 
Calgary, where it will snow for the next 
fi ve months. Have fun!

Clockwork Cynic stop I claim to be 
neither KL nor CS stop I fi gured a lit-
tle fun with the names was harmless 
stop did not count on your “attention 
to detail” stop please regard me kind-
ly and accept my apologies full stop 

– Captain Ludd
P.S. “Ogle” is such an ugly word.

“Injustice anywhere is a threat to jus-
tice everywhere.”

– Martin Luther King, Jr.

Free Good Earth coffee on Nov. 15/16 
at the rock as part of WUSC’s thank 
you campaign! We thank you for vot-
ing YES to sponsor refugee students 
to come study at the U of C!

This question was worth [$25,000] on 
MILLIONAIRE: In 2009, Chicago’s famed 
Sears Tower offi cially changed its name 
to what?
[a] Weston Tower
[c] Willis Tower
The correct answer is the option that 
comes alphabetically third. 

– Regis

To anyone who decides to stop in the 
middle of a hallway, walkway, whatever: 
If I run into you, you deserve it.

WANTED: Basketball offi cials for Ju-
nior High season. Game nights Tues. 
& Thurs. 4 p.m. and 5:15. Contact Sa-
bine at 403-240-1500.  Excellent pay!

Tim Hortons employee spotted us-
ing the toilet and then returning right 
back to work. It’s fl u season, people; 
let’s not forget the important step be-
tween toilet-using and food-handling.

Dom Clark you have let me down. JUST 
ASK HER OUT! You know who I mean.

Editor: Ellen Lloyd—tlfs@thegauntlet.ca

[b] Ward Tower
[d] Woodley Tower
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