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Born Ruffi ans love wrast-
lin’. Who knew? Also, 
Wanda comes to visit, 
Bell Tower and the $100 
Film Festival , page 13. 

The Dinos men’s and women’s swim teams win the 

national championships , page 4. 

Why euthanasia is some-
times just, same sex mar-
riage looks more likely in 
America and the case for 
better adoption services , 
page 10. 

Info Commons opens 
again and due to Den 
rowdiness troubles, en-
trance restrictions im-
posed , page 4. 

 c o n t e n t s 

ap  
The Gauntlet takes a 
close look at the SU 
election posters — and 
we make fun of them.  
page 18. 

The SU is SUcking us dry

An article in last week’s Ma-
clean’s magazine decried 
the decline of Canada’s 

parliamentary system. In the sto-
ry, a sorry scene of a nearly empty 
parliament with clusters of MPs 
working on other projects are oc-
casionally and briefl y interrupted 
when the others show up for 
question period — also when the 
cameras appear. Th ese few dedi-
cated MPs are reminiscent of our 
own Students’ Union. Every day, 
fi ve executives and dozens more 
elected offi  cials work to improve 
student life, and yet rarely anyone 
knows who they are. Th is raises an 
important question: are students 
ignorant, or is the SU irrelevant?

Th e term “union” typically re-
fers to a group of individuals who 
unite to gain negotiating power 
for a goal. Th e SU represents the 
interests of all students, a mas-
sive and broad list of tasks which 
they can’t seem to pin down. Th e 
SU provides many useful services 
that students do take advantage 
of, but how many are they truly 
responsible for providing? If the 
SU was functioning primarily as 
a campus, municipal, provincial 
and federal lobby group on be-
half of students, they may be more 
successful in having these other 
groups take on the jobs that are 
rightfully theirs. 

Let’s look at some of the valu-
able services the SU provides be-
yond lobbying. Th e SU collects 

revenue from several businesses 
on campus including Stör, Bound 
and Copied, the Den and the Mac 
Hall concert venue. Th is money 
goes to support other services like 
clubs space, free concerts at Th at 
Empty Space, an ombudsperson, 
Safewalk, Qcentre, the Campus 
Food Bank, tutoring, BSD and 
many, many more. 

While some of these projects 
(read: Cinemania) may be hard 
to convince the university admin-
istration to take on, many others 
should be the responsibility of 
the school, not a group of under-
graduate students. With the in-
troduction of non-instructional 
fees taking eff ect this fall, the SU is 
rightfully pushing for the univer-
sity to take on more of these ne-
cessities, but not enough. Th e SU’s 

Disability Resource Centre and 
career services fees were dropped 
because the university is taking 
on those tasks and they should 
also be accountable for programs 
like Safewalk, a food bank and 
Qcentre. 

Th e SU is much better at pub-
lishing fi nancial information 
online then past years, however 
vague it still may be. Last year, 
the SU collected over $10 million, 
mainly through operations (the 
Events Centre, concerts, Th e Den) 
and another $4 million from stu-
dent fees and levies. Student fees 
and levies are all voted on by stu-
dents and so it can be argued that 
the majority — represented by 
the small minority who bothered 
to vote — supports these projects 
(of which the Gauntlet is included, 

thank you). Th e SU did the ground 
work to gain approval, but aft er 
funding for the library or the Ref-
ugee Student Program or NUTV is 
approved, the SU vice-president 
operations and fi nance will have 
to attend respective board meet-
ings until the end of time. Th e SU 
is wasting time managing these 
aff airs.

Why can’t the university be tied 
to these results and have specifi c 
amounts to pay our share of the 
ancillary fees? Th e U of C admin-
istration may not have the best 
track record dealing with student 
issues — the Women’s Resource 
Centre space didn’t last long — 
but a contractual obligation to 
spend student dollars or student-
backed causes isn’t too much to 
fi ght for. 

Th e SU should be lobbying more 
for a shift  in responsibilities so 
that they can focus on lobbying 
for lower tuition, not just asking 
nicely for minimal increases. SU 
executives and elected offi  cials 
make a decent amount of money 
and get great resume fi ller, but 
they are also dedicated individu-
als with good intentions. Yet just 
as a handful of MPs can’t change 
the course of Canadians politics, 
neither can fi ve SU executives ef-
fectively negotiate for anything 
worthy while juggling so much 
other miscellaneous crap.

. . Gauntlet Editorial Board
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Brent Constantin
News Editor

Some students are fi nding the 
Taylor Family Digital Library 
isn’t that much of an improve-

ment yet because of a lack of com-
puter work stations.

Th e University of Calgary said 
the facility is a response to student 
demands for new, improved work-
stations and will eventually house 
triple the number of public com-
puters and workrooms. Th e fi rst 
phase of construction saw a similar 
number of workstations, around 
80, that the Info Commons in the 
old MacKimmie Library Block 
had. MacKimmie Library’s Info 
Commons has been closed since 
January, but recently opened as a 
quiet study space and should have 
computers running again soon.

Students’ Union vice-president 
academic Alyssa Stacy said the 
computers from the older space 
were distributed across campus 
and downtown, as the TFDL only 
houses new equipment.

“I would say the numbers are 
fairly the same,” Stacy said. “Th ey 
wanted about double the amount 

of the MacKimmie Library, but 
because of budget constraints they 
had to reduce the amount.”

Stacy said these same budget 
constraints will eventually see the 
Info Commons closed altogether.

“Most of the space will be real-
located,” Stacy said. “Until they fi g-
ure out what they are going to do 
with it, they are basically wasting a 
lot of electricity and heating on an 
empty building.”

“I fi nd it’s really hard to fi nd a 
computer during peak times,” said 
fourth-year business student Co-
rey Keller. “It’s very loud, you have 
to go there understanding that it’s 
not going to be quiet.”

Keller said he tried to go into the 
Info Commons to use a computer 
when the TFDL was full, but found 
nothing available.

“It’s a bit inconvenient,” agreed 
fourth-year geophysics student 
Griffi  n Smith. “Th at’s where I used 
to go to just quickly check stuff .”

Library communications and 
development director Donna Liv-
ingstone said space limitations 
played a larger role than the bud-
get in restricting the number of 
workstations in the TFDL.

“We put as many as we possibly 
could in there and I’m not sure 
if there would be more room in 
there,” said Livingstone. “I think 
what the new space is really doing 
is responding to students’ need to 
bring their own laptops. Th at was 
one of the big priorities: ‘Give us 
more plug-ins.’ ”

Stacy said the move toward more 
laptops makes sense for the general 
student population. For those stu-
dents without their own computer, 
Stacy off ered other options.

“You can go and rent out a lap-
top free of charge and then you can 
fi nd a quiet spot and work on your 
assignments,” she said.

Livingstone also off ered some re-
lief for students upset over the com-
puter removal in the Info Commons.

“It’s actually being reopened,” 
Livingstone said. “We’re just recog-
nizing that students are under a lot 
of pressure right now and they’re 
looking for a quiet space to work.”

Th e Info Commons will have 
less workstations than it did previ-
ously due to many of the comput-
ers being “retired” from use.

“Some of them were fairly old 
and had been well-used, so they’ve 

been reviewing them all to make 
sure that they’re the best possible 
quality,” she said.

Th e older computers should be 
available at the end of the week.  
Th e large classrooms are also avail-
able for quiet study space, another 
resource students have been asking 
for since the new building opened.

“I know students are complain-
ing it is too loud in the TFDL,” said 
Stacy. “Th at is really because it is 
supposed to be loud at the bottom 
and get quieter at the top.”

Th e next several fl oors of the 
building will house more quiet 
study space and workstations. Th e 
school hopes to have the remaining 
fl oors open for September 2011.

Th e old Info Commons will re-
main open for the rest of the win-
ter semester with the same hours 
as the MacKimmie before being 
reevaluated.

“Th ey’re still looking at [the 
MacKimmie] right now and as-
sessing what the needs are,” said 
Livingstone. “We want to be able 
to respond to the students and 
that’ll give us a better time over the 
winter session to see how it’s being 
used.”

Josh Rose/the GauntletJosh Rose/the Gauntlet

Info Commons opens again

c a m p u s  q u i p sHow do you feel about the new Taylor Family Digital Library?

“Good, not a bad 
space, it’s already 
crowded and theirs 
a lack of chairs.”
– Tom, fi ft h-year 
political-science

“Great atmosphere, 
bright, allows for 
energy I guess.”
– Graham, second-
year business

“Really nice, re-
ally open, not like a 
dungeon.”
– Maggie, fi rst-year  
biological-science

“I like that it’s open 
24/7. Some of the 
furniture is uncom-
fortable.”
– Taryn, second-
year business

Interviews: Tristan Taylor, Photographs: Morgan Shandro

Brent Constantin
News Editor

The University of Calgary Stu-
dents’ Union is looking for a new 
clubs coordinator after Chelsea 
Fletcher, who held the position 
since last summer, left the role 
Feb. 25.

In an e-mail to clubs, Fletcher 
explained her Canadian work 
permit had not been extended 
and she would be returning to 
Seattle.

SU vice-president student life 
Jen Abbott said Fletcher would 
be missed.

“It’s too bad that she couldn’t 
stay for at least a whole year,” 
Abbott said. “She did really good 
things this year for clubs and the 
Students’ Union. It’s sad to see 
her go.”

The SU posted the opening 
online and hopes to have it filled 
within the next month. In the 
meantime, clubs administra-
tor Henry Rosvick and student 
programming manager Jason 
Morgan will handle all club in-
quiries.

Clubs coordinator 
leaves for Seattle



G A U N T L E T  N E W S  M A R C H  0 3 . 1 1   5

Brent Constantin
News Editor

The latest addition to the 
University of Calgary’s se-
nior administration comes 

in new Board of Governors chair 
Douglas Black. Th e announcement 
was made Feb. 25 aft er the Alberta 
government appointed Black, along 
with two others to the board to fi ll 
vacancies.

Black replaced former chair Jack Per-
raton, who spent more than a dozen 
years at the school and stepped down 
when his term expired Dec. 31.

Currently sitting on the execu-
tive council of the Board, Black is 
the vice-chair and senior council 
of Fraser Milner Casgrain LLP and 
has expertise in the areas of cor-
porate, commercial and energy 
law. Black also holds a number of 
other community positions in-
cluding chairman of the board for 
the Michaëlle Jean Foundation, a 
youth education initiative, as well 
as serving as president of the En-
ergy Policy Institute of Canada, a 
group representing energy busi-
nesses across Canada.

Black said he has always been in-
volved with education and jumped 
at the opportunity to be involved at 
the U of C.

“I have a fundamental belief 
that education is the absolute key 
to economic prosperity and indi-
vidual strength and success,” Black 
said. “I’m very excited about the 
prospect of working with our new 
president to bring the organization 
to the very fi rst tier of universities 
in the country, both as a centre of 
research and as a centre of under-

graduate and graduate learning.”
U of C president Elizabeth Can-

non said she’s delighted to have 
Black as chair.

“Doug has been on the board 
since 2007 so he’s obviously got 
knowledge about the university,” she 
said. “He brings a wealth of experi-
ence and also a wealth of knowledge 
of the university and I look forward 
to working with him.”

Students’ Union president Lauren 
Webber sits on the BOG with Black 
and said he is open and easy to work 
with.

“Th e fi rst thing he asked me 
was if students are being properly 
consulted with Project Next that’s 
been going on and wanted to know 
from the GSA and from the SU’s 
perspectives what can we do bet-
ter to engage students on campus,” 
said Webber. “He made a conscious 
eff ort to single me out and ask me 
that and that’s really encouraging 
from a board chair who could just 
toss us in with the rest of the board 
members.” 

Black agreed with Webber’s assess-
ment and thinks student groups are 
essential to the success of the school.

“Our clients are the under-
graduate and graduate students, 
our delivery of the educational 
product is aimed there, so it is 
extraordinarily important that we 
have an open, consultive, frank 
relationship with students,” Black 
explained.

Black plans to focus on the U of 
C’s fi nancial sustainability.

“I’m not talking about just hav-
ing enough money to do what we’ve 
been doing,” said Black. “I want to 
see an increase in contribution to 
post-secondary education in Al-
berta.”

Black said there are so many 
competing demands for funds 
from both donors and the cash-
strapped government that the 
U of C will have to try to demon-
strate the quality of investment that 
comes from post-secondary.

“We need to keep ensuring that 
the contribution of funds to post-
secondary education is linked to 
the prosperity agenda,” said Black. 
“Th e reason you fund is because it 
makes you a smarter society and a 
smarter society is a more competi-
tive society and is a more produc-

tive society and is less a burden on 
the social services of society.”

Th e SU voted against tuition in-
creases and the implementation of 
market modifi ers to the MBA and 
bachelor of commerce programs 
at a BOG meeting on Feb. 28. Th e 
students will give a presentation to 
the board Apr. 8 on the value of the 
quality money program, a project 
Webber’s successor may have to 
fi ght to save when its agreement ex-
pires next year.

Quality money provides over a 
million dollars annually for propos-
als from the U of C community on 
how to enhance the student experi-
ence.

“Th ey told us we were lucky to 
have this and we defi nitely realize 
how lucky we are that we have that 
relationship between the board and 
the SU,” said Webber. “I can see that 
being something that they would 
target, hopefully not though.”

Black said in diffi  cult fi nancial 
times, all expenses face cuts.

“It will be looked at because every-
thing has to be looked at,” said Black. 
“But my own view is that I hope not. 
I think it’s a great program.”

Black replaces Perraton.

Douglas Black new board of governors chair

Emily Macphail
Gauntlet News

While much of the world looks 
hopefully towards Italy and Paolo 
Zamboni’s new “liberation” ther-
apy for the next step of Multiple 
Sclerosis treatment, a team of Uni-
versity of Calgary researchers are 
heading in a new direction. Facul-
ty of medicine professor and Mul-
tiple Sclerosis Society of Canada 
medical advisory committee chair 
V. Wee Yong and postdoctoral fel-
low in Yong’s lab Smriti Agrawal 

are trying to fi nd a new treatment 
for MS in Canada, a country with 
one of the highest rates of the dis-
ease in the world.

“Further down the road, we 
could be developing a therapeutic 
target for MS,” said Agrawal.

Multiple Sclerosis is an infl am-
matory disease of the central ner-
vous system that tends to strike 
females most and generally begins 
producing symptoms in young 
adulthood, although it has been 
diagnosed in children as young 
as two. Th e disease causes degen-

eration of the myelin sheaths sur-
rounding nerves. Th ese sheaths act 
as insulators that speed up the rate 
at which the central nervous sys-
tem can transmit and receive mes-
sages, so their destruction causes a 
variety of neurological symptoms.

A study being carried out at the 
Yong lab is investigating the role 
of EMMPRIN, a molecule, in Mul-
tiple Sclerosis. Mice treated with 
an EMMPRIN function-blocking 
antibody had reduced symptoms 
and lower levels of white blood 
cell, or leukocyte, infiltration.

Th e fi ndings of the recent study 
provide a new possible target for 
MS therapies. According to Agraw-
al, the research could lead to the 
development of therapeutic targets 
for MS, but she cautions the re-
search will take time.

“Most things take about 10–15 
years to go from bench to bedside, 
so that is what we would assume 
for this study as well,” she said. 

An MS patient with the pro-
gressive form of the disease, who 
wished not to be named, thinks 
the research is exciting. 

“It’s always great to hear about re-
search that might someday lead to 
a cure,” she said. “Even if it doesn’t 
end up helping my treatment, pre-
venting others from going through 
the same things is important.”

Th e study is funded by an annual 
grant of $163,317 from the Cana-
dian Institutes for Health Research 
over a four year period scheduled 
to end in 2014.

Th e new fi ndings on EMMPRIN 
are available in the January 12, 
2011 issue of the Journal of Neuro-
science.

U of C study hopes to find treatment for MS

courtesy Mathieson - Hewitt
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Adam Marofke
Gauntlet News

To all skiers and snow-
boarders, the allure of a 
slope blanketed in fresh 

powder cannot be denied, some-
times even when those first 
tracks and blissful turns lay just 

beyond the ski area boundar-
ies. At the popular Banff ski area 
Sunshine Village, a number of 
veteran patrollers were abruptly 
dismissed soon after they caught 
the owner’s son ducking into a 
closed-off area in December.

Labour and employment lawyer 
Andrew Robertson took up the 

patroller’s case. A wrongful dis-
missal suit was fi led through the 
Calgary Court of Queen’s Bench. 

“On or about December 17, 
2010, the Defendant Taylor 
Scurfield attended the Sunshine 
Village Ski Area,” states a docu-
ment filed by the patrollers. 
“While skiing in the Ski Area 

[they] proceeded to duck under a 
well-marked closure rope to the 
left of Boundary Bowl and en-
tered into a closed area.”

The patrollers who arrived 
at the scene confiscated Taylor 
Scurfield’s passes. Scurfield is the 
son of Sunshine Village owner 
Ralph Scurfield.

The patrollers claim the situa-
tion became hostile.

“Suddenly and without warn-
ing the Defendant, Taylor Scurf-
ield, began to act aggressively 
and threaten the ski patrolmen,” 
explains the statement made by 
the patrollers.

Amongst other things, the pa-
troller’s statement claims Scurf-
ield said he “had the right” to ski 
wherever he liked because of his 
family connections and that he 
would leave “when he was good 
and ready to, so on his time.”

Sunshine Village associate di-
rector of communications Doug 
Firby said the patrollers acted 
with too much haste.

“The typical response would 
have been what we call an ‘educa-
tional discussion,’ elaborated Fir-
by. “Making the skiers or snow-
boarders aware of the policies 
around closures and why they’re 
in effect.”

Sunshine Village said the pa-
trollers violated Sunshine poli-
cies by confiscating Scurfield’s 
VIP guest passes without justifi-
cation.

Firby also pointed out what 
Sunshine saw as an “extremely 
aggressive” response to the situa-
tion on the part of the patrollers.

“While being confined in the 
Infirmary, [Taylor Scurfield and 
his friends] were subjected to 
further abusive and intimidating 
conduct,” states the Sunshine Vil-
lage defence.

None of the allegations from 
either party have been proven in 
court.

Several days later a number of 
veteran staff involved in the in-
cident were dismissed, including 
long-time risk manager Chris 
Chevalier. Sunshine Village in-
sisted the incidents are unrelated.

“Th e incident involving the son 
of the owner, the son of Ralph 
Scurfi eld, was not the cause of the 
four dismissals,” said Firby. 

Firby referred to a long list 

Courtesy davidgsteadman/fl ickr

Not so sunny times at Sunshine Village

  see  SUNNY SUNSHINE,  page 8  
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Susan Anderson
News Assistant

With fi les from Brent Constantin

Students can now only bring one 
non-University of Calgary student 
friend to Th ursDen, the popu-
lar student bar night, in an eff ort 
to decrease violence. Th e change 
comes aft er an increase in fi re 
alarms, calls to Calgary Police Ser-
vices and fi ghts at the campus pub 
since classes resumed in January. 
Th e issues spurred the university 
and Campus Security to approach 
the Students’ Union about ways to 
reduce the problems. 

“Statistically speaking, by far 
the majority of all of our problems 
from the bar when it come to seri-
ous disturbances and assaults and 
property damage and anything 
that is related to crimes on cam-
pus, by far the majority of them are 
from-off  campus folks,” said Cam-
pus Security director Lanny Fritz. 

“One of our offi  cers came across 
this individual who was down in 
a semi-conscious state bleeding 
from the head and he had been 
attacked by four other males. 
Th ose kinds of things alarm us.”

Fritz said the change will have a 
defi nite impact on safety.

“I think it’s certainly a move in 
the right direction,” he said. “Give 
it some time to see what kind of 
eff ect this will have.”

Previously, students could 
bring in two friends to Th ursDen.  
Now the previous limit of at most 
66 per cent non-students will be 
reduced to a one-to-one ratio.

“I think that the new one-friend 
policy at the Den has been a long 
time coming,” said regular Th urs-
Den patron and second-year com-
munications student Marisa Makin. 
“I feel like I give up my spot in the 
Den so that other non-U of C stu-
dents can go in. Students who pay 
to go to this university and who 
look forward to going out Th urs-
days to the Den should be able to 
go in before non-U of C students.”

Th e SU, which owns and oper-
ates the Den and Black Lounge, 
said they are aware of an increase 
in problems this semester.

“We know of several incidences 

caused by non-students,” said VP op-
erations and fi nance James Delaney. 

Th e university can hold a stu-
dent responsible for the actions 
of their guest and threaten a life-
time ban from the Den. More se-
vere punishments, such as non-
academic misconduct, is usually 
enough to deter U of C students 
from causing too much damage 
and violence. 

“If we can limit the number 
of off -campus folks who come 
up here just looking for a good 
time with no other affi  liation to 
the university, we should see a 
decrease in those kinds of prob-
lems,” said Fritz. 

Fritz said returning to more of a 
student bar makes the Den a safer 
and more enjoyable environment 

Sarelle Azuelos
Editor-in-Chief

On a frozen Tuesday after-
noon, three excited but 
somewhat uncomfort-

able candidates sat in front of a 
nearly empty group of chairs to 
convince the few in attendance 
why they should be the next Stu-
dents’ Union vice-president ex-
ternal. 

Hardave Birk, the current VP 
external and a presidential can-
didate for the upcoming election, 
moderated the event. Th e VP ex-
ternal is responsible for lobbying 
all three levels of government for 
student interests.

Th e three candidates, Paul 
Hamnett, Jason Coles and Matt 
McMillan began by describing 
their platforms. 

Hamnett went fi rst saying he 
would focus on lowering non-
instructional fees, making fee in-

creases predictable and removing 
the parental assumption from loan 
applications — most government 
loans consider parent income and 
assume support when students ap-
ply for funding. 

“I think the number one thing 
on students’ minds is the predica-
bility of tuition when they come 
to school,” he said. 

Coles said his priorities would be 
to close the tuition increase “loop-
hole” schools have to increase their 
ancillary fees. He also wants to 
increase student engagement. He 
repeatedly referred to his history 
as Residence Students’ Association 
VP external as relevant experience 
for student engagement. 

“I think it would be a huge asset 
to continue a working relation-
ship with them,” said Coles. 

McMillan also said his “major 
strength” was his background. He 
said his relationships with politi-
cians and past political involve-

ment would help defeat market 
modifi ers, which he described as 
“bad news bears” for students. 

“I know members of the pro-
vincial government and provin-
cial parties,” he said. 

Th e candidates were then asked 
how they would take advantage 
of the provincial and federal lob-
by groups that the U of C SU is a 
member of. 

McMillan said the provincial 
budget essentially left  students 

out entirely and the Council of Al-
berta University Students should 
address this. 

“Th is is what we need to fi ght 
for,” he said. 

Cole said CAUS should focus 
on the tuition fee policy while 
on a federal level, the Canadian 
Alliance of Student Associations 

should make transferring from 
school to school easier for stu-
dents. 

For Hamnett, teaching students 
about provincial politics — that 
an inexpensive membership card 
would allow a student to intro-
duce policy to a political party  — 
and increasing grants on a federal 
scale were main concerns. 

All three candidates spoke at 
length about student engage-
ment, but highlighted diff erent 
approaches. Coles mentioned 
“talking to people,” emails and 
posters while Hamnett discussed 
radio, television and social me-
dia such as Facebook and Twitter. 
McMillan said students would 
follow issues they found impor-
tant and that his job was to “carry 
the torch.”  

VP external panel takes world by storm

Candidates bring the heat to the fatal three-way race to the top.
Nathaneal Darrell

Den implements one-friend policy

  see  new den rules,  page 8  

Gauntlet fi le photo
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of alleged breaches of contract 
by the patrollers outlined in the 
Sunshine Village statement of de-
fence.

The patrollers have organized 
a website to share their story and 
garner monetary support for the 
legal battle by selling T-shirts. A 
Facebook page to rally support 
for the patrollers had over 8,000 
fans at press time.

“I support the fi red staff ’s deci-
sion to take legal action. Th ey have 
to stand up for themselves and their 
wellbeing,” said Drew Wittstock, a 

Golden, B.C. resident and ski pro.
“A patroller should always have 

the authority to make judgment 
calls regarding avalanche safety. 
That is not the job of the resort 
administration,” said U of C ski 
club president Dylan Heerema.

Sunshine Village hopes the 
matter is resolved soon.

“We feel the campaign of mis-
information that is being car-
ried out, primarily in the social 
media, is actually harming our 
reputation,” said Firby.

Sunshine Village took steps to 

address safety concerns raised af-
ter the dismissals.

“Ski patrollers are the most im-
portant part of any ski area,” said 
Wittstock. “Th ey are the only rea-
son there is any safety at a resort, 
without them, there would be no 
fi rst aid at all.”

This importance is also echoed 
by the Sunshine Village adminis-
tration.

“The resort could not operate 
on a daily basis without a full 
complement of ski patrollers,” 
said Firby. “[There are] mini-

mum numbers of rescue staff 
who must be on duty when our 
lifts are in operation. We fully 
comply with those guidelines.”

Despite the resort’s compliance 
with regulations, members of the 
ski community were still wary over 
Sunshine’s safety.

“In the first couple weeks af-
ter the dismissals went down, I 
would have been hesitant to ski 
any of the avalanche prone slopes 
at Sunshine,” said Heerema.

To remedy the safety concerns 
and fill holes in their patrol staff, 
Sunshine Village turned to a fa-
miliar face.

“It’s important to note that we 
still have some very experienced 
staff  on duty,” said Firby. “Our new 
mountain operations manager Al 
Matheson is also highly experi-
enced. He fi rst joined Sunshine 
Village in 1987 and has worked 
at several ski resorts around the 
world since, as well as at Parks 
Canada in a safety role.”

New Den 
rules, 
continued 
from page 7
for everyone. 

“Th e more the Den becomes 
just another bar, where anyone can 
come, the more dangerous it obvi-
ously will become,” said Makin. 

Delaney feels the Den is the safest 
bar in Calgary for students because 
there is more security per patron, 
safe transportation options for stu-
dents and free pitchers of water out 
at the end of the night. 

“It’s unfortunate that our privi-
leges are being taken away due to 
non-U of C students, but I have 
witnessed some pretty wicked 
fi ghts in line for Th ursDen and un-
derstand why this new policy may 
help with cutting back violence,” 
said Den patron and fi rst-year 
communication and culture stu-
dent Marni Butler.

Brent Constantin
News Editor

Th e University of Calgary School 
of Public Policy received a donation 

of $1 million from pipeline and 
energy business TransCanada on 
Feb. 25. Th e money will be directed 
to the creation of a fi ve-year pro-
gram to study the impact of busi-

ness regulations in the industry.
The U of C’s School of Public 

Policy website lists their goal to 
raise $109 million in the areas of 
energy and environmental, in-
ternational, economic and social 
policies.

U of C gets $1 million from TransCanada

Sunny Sunshine, cont’d from page 6
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Students’ Union General Elections: a 
time for crazy posters, heated forums, 
and best of all... joke candidates! Here 
Ninjasaurus would like to give a formal 
endorsement to Mister Tiddlywinks for 
SU president. Non-human species are 
underrepresented in student govern-
ment — establish equality, elect the 
troll! Do your research and vote online 
on your student centre March 8–10. 
Also, write TLFs. Drop them off at MSC 
319 or send them to tlfs@thegauntlet.ca 
with your name, UCID and phone
number. Submissions that are racist, 
sexist, homophobic, or attacks of a 
personal nature will not be tolerated.

Out of the playoff hunt? Check. 
Another washed season? Check. 
Focusing on Draft Day deals? Check. 
– Pissed my Versteeg jersey is useless

Vincent for Op–Fi! He has a six-point 
plan. He wants 1-7 plastic recycling. He 
wants a Canada Post Offi ce in Mac Hall.
Vote Vincent March 8th through 10th!

“If there is any kind of Supreme Be-
ing, it is up to all of us to become his 
moral superior.” 

– Lord Vetinari

100 Years of Inspiration! Come down 
to the Kerby Centre (1133 7th Ave. SW) 
Tuesday, March 8 from 5:30–8:00 p.m. 
for an International Women’s Day pot-
luck celebration!

Aww is not the same
as awe, your is not the same 
as you’re; so spare me.

– Syme

Thank you for inspiring me!  I will rave 
that you are so wise. You should know 
who you are — the best at what you do! 

– Crazy chick who is defi nitely too 
shy to ever talk to you again

Patrick Straw and Matt Diteljan for VP 
Op-Fi and VP Student Life!

The Canada Revenue Agency is look-
ing for students to fi ll exciting and 
challenging positions. Flexible hours, 
advancement opportunities and more! 
Visit www.cra-arc.gc.ca for more 
information.

Dear Beergarita Girl,
We occasionally see each other and 
reminisce of our time spent at the 
Unicorn. We should go again instead 
of just remembering old feelings. 
Sincerely,

– Beergarita Guy

Come see queer blogger Greta Chris-
tina talk about sex and atheism. Un-
less you think it’s weird. But you know 
you’ve always wanted to try it. Sat., 
Mar. 12, 3:30 p.m., ES 162.

Why come lockers not okay for sleep 
in? Need sleep and me pay for locker.

– vOt3 4 TiDDlyw1Nks!!!1!!11!!

New Course! Sexuality as Portrayed 
in Theatre. Drama 571, Summer 2011. 
Everyone welcome!

Clubs around campus
And businesses in Mac Hall
Need love and biceps

– Because Matt and Pat love haikus 
and are sensitive and stuff

Ski Club presents The Value Village 
Formal! Come get your ’80s on at 
Radiopark next Friday! Tickets are 
only $5 and include free drinks and 
party bus. Also... NO PANTS DANCE!

Hey! “Quiet Study Area” also means not 
taking calls from where you’re sitting.

Check out www.graduatingthisyear.com 
for our seminars with lunch, contests 
and more.

Seen those two gorgeous men on 
glossy posters around Mac Hall? 
Want to see more of them in your 
Students’ Union? Vote Matt and Pat 
March 8–10!

Why are you so cold,
Frostbite has eaten my face,
I want to move now!

– Michael

Congratulations to _virus_, who cor-
rectly answered last week’s riddle:

“He came out of nowhere.”

Hopefully this week’s puzzle is easier!

A sundial has fewer moving 
parts than any other timepiece; 
which timepiece has the largest 

number of moving parts?

Send your answer (and a TLF!) to 
tlfs@thegauntlet.ca with your name, 
phone, and UCID! The deadline is mid-
night on Tuesday, March 8. If you have 
the correct answer, you’ll get a star!

For such a massive building, you’d 
think they could put more than one wa-
ter fountain in the Digital Library. Stu-
dents need water! Not Pepsi! WATER!

– Thirsty Beaver

“By letting it go it all gets done. The 
world is won by those who let it go. 
But when you try and try. The world is 
beyond the winning.” – Lao Tzu

– _virus_

Create a plan for a community garden 
for the Dillon Urban Design Competi-
tion — the winning team will receive 
$750! Contact Angela for more details 
at angela.eaton@urbancsa.org.

Enter our free 48-Hour Eco Film 
Challenge! Make your fi rst fi lm. Win 
a waterproof Kodak HDV camera. 
NUTV.CA/GREENLITE.

It’s not racism if it’s against white 
people. 

– honky

Dear SU Presidentiables: I’ll vote for 
you if you mandate that all merchants 
at Mac Hall accept the 3 forms of 
student currency: cash, cards and the 
Campus Card. I can’t believe that the 
SU’s own stupid store won’t take any-
thing but stupid cash.

– cashless

Editor: Ellen Lloyd—tlfs@thegauntlet.ca

TLF BRAIN TEASER
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Killing a human is sometimes just
 
  
Eric Mathison
  Opinions Editor 

Imagine a dog born with a serious dis-
ability. Th e dog, unable to walk or feed 
itself, is in constant pain according to its 

veterinarian. Because it oft en has seizures, 
the dog must take medication to stop them, 
but the medication prevents it from taking 
pain medication. In such a case, most people 
will think it reasonable to have the dog put 
down — its quality of life is suffi  ciently poor 
and were it able to, it would likely request 
euthanasia.

If the same situation involves a human, 
however, many think that contemplating eu-
thanasia is equal to contemplating murder. 
Canada’s justice system, as with most in the 
western world, is stuck with the inability to 
recognize that some killing is the right thing 
to do, not for other parties, but for the hu-
man concerned.

In 1993, a Saskatchewan farmer named 
Robert Latimer killed his 13-year-old se-
verely disabled daughter. She was born with 
cerebral palsy, which caused her incredible 
pain, left  her unable to use her muscles and 
because of medication she took to prevent 
seizures, she could not take pain medication. 
He was convicted by a jury of second-degree 
murder with a recommended sentence of 
one year. Aft er several Crown appeals, how-
ever, the original sentence was overturned 
and Latimer went to jail for 10 years. He 
was granted day parole in 2008 and was 
given full parole last December. Two weeks 
ago, he told a CBC reporter that he has no 

regrets about killing 
his daughter — faced 
with the same situa-
tion Latimer says he 
would do it again.

Some people have 
trouble accepting 
that compassionate 
killing is sometimes 
justifi able. Th e infl u-
ence of Christianity 
on western society 
for thousands of 
years has instilled 
many of us with the 
belief that human 
life is sacred, that to 
kill another human 
is always immoral. 
Others argue that humans have rights which 
protect us from being killed — to treat hu-
mans otherwise is to equate us with animals 
(the Calgary Herald editorial board favours 
this approach). Still others argue that per-
mitting euthanasia will lead to eugenics 
because they think that killing all disabled 
people will become permissible.

While all of these anti-euthanasia argu-
ments are popular, they are all mistaken. Th e 
history of human emancipation is in large 
part the story of casting off  the chains of 
religious demagoguery. Th e thickest chains 
are the ones we fail to realize exist. When we 
euthanize a dog we are acting “humanely,” 
yet we deny similar treatment to other hu-
mans. In some cases killing really is justifi -
able, such as when someone is born with in-
curable health problems that cause extreme 
pain.

Humans are said to possess rights, but 
rights are meant to protect our interests. We 

all have an interest in not feeling constant 
pain, so while there are sometimes hard cas-
es when the human can’t speak for herself, 
no right is violated if it is reasonable to think 
that others act in her best interest by killing 
her. While the Calgary Herald claims that 
Latimer treated his daughter like an animal, 
in their haste they forgot give reasons for 
why humans and animals should be treated 
diff erently in this instance. Indeed, they ac-
cidentally made the case for euthanasia quite 
well: “He took [her] life on the same princi-
ple that someone might have an infi rm dog 
put down — to end the suff ering.” Ending 
suff ering, so long as it is suffi  ciently bad and 
can’t be relieved, seems like a perfectly good 
reason to end someone’s life.

Th e last ditch eff ort of defenders of a back-
ward belief system is always to claim that the 
sought-aft er change puts society on the slip-
pery slope to ruin. We can say, however, that 
there is a strong diff erence between killing, 

which is morally neutral, and murder, which 
denotes unjust killing. Th e legal system per-
forms this task in other areas, so what rea-
son is there to think that it would be diff er-
ent for euthanasia?

In fact, legalizing euthanasia will decrease 
the risk of murderers going unpunished. 
Latimer had the unfortunate — though 
morally obligatory — task of killing his own 
daughter when it was clear that it was the 
right thing to do. A real worry is that people 
won’t be able to recognize when euthana-
sia is justifi ed. Latimer’s case teaches us an 
important lesson: citizens should not have 
to take such matters into their own hands. 
If the justice system functioned properly, 
a panel of experts could decide in a more 
objective manner whether or not euthana-
sia is the best course of action. Of course, 
that would only be possible in a system that 
recognizes that it is sometimes justifi able to 
take a human life.

The Race is On

The candidate names are in, 
the platforms are set and the 
campaigning is underway!

If you’re thinking that your vote doesn’t 
matter, think again.
The Students’ Union represents all 
undergrads on current issues like 
tuition increases, student fee increases, 
safe and affordable housing and 
public transportation. A unified voice 

representing you with the University 
and all levels of government. 
The SU participates at the highest 
levels of the University – a strong and 
productive relationship with President 
Cannon, on the Board of Governors 
and Senate and on major committees, 
like the University’s strategy committees 
on the future plans for the University 
and the Institutional Learning Plan.
The SU has representatives working for 
you within and with all faculties at the 
U of C. 
The SU oversees an annual budget 
exceeding $15 Million.

The SU provides funding, bursaries 
and scholarships to students like you 
– to travel to conferences, to compete, 
to secure summer work in your career 
area, to hold a club event, to get the 
text books you need, to research, to be 
sustainable, to build campus legacies, 
to build leadership skills and to develop 
and excel academically. 
The SU manages a number of great 
student-owned businesses, Like the 
Den and Black Lounge, Stor, Bound & 
Copied and the huge MacEwan Event 
Centre with Mac Hall entertainment. 

The SU supports programs where 
students help students – from the 
Campus Food Bank to a range of 
volunteers programs and resource 
centres. 
The SU invests all its proceeds back 
into efforts to support your quality of 
education and student life.
Who do you want to represent your 
voice and interests?

Check Out the 
Candidates.
Vote on March 8-10.

SU Elected Official
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The state of America’s same-sex unions

Well, it fi nally hap-
pened. America looks 
to be slowly joining 

the growing number of nations 
that allow same-sex marriage. 
Now, I’ll spare you my regular 
“it’s about damn time” argument, 
complete with moral positions re-
garding equal treatment, freedom 
and the like. Of course I’m ecstat-
ic that President Barack Obama 
looks to have taken the fi rst step 
toward soft ening the offi  cial fed-
eral stance against marriage for 
gays and lesbians present in the 
retrogressive Defence of Mar-
riage Act. By refusing to defend 
DOMA, Obama is now saying what 
so many have been for so long — 
DOMA is nothing more than leg-
islative gay-bashing that clearly 
seeks to treat gay Americans dif-
ferently from straight ones, likely 
in violation of the equal protec-
tion clause in the American Con-
stitution. But my cynicism senses 
are tingling. Why is Obama doing 
this now?

Political calculations are tricky. 
Of course it could be that Obama 

actually had a change of heart and 
is now beginning to follow a more 
progressive stance that, frankly, is 
pretty commonsensical. It’s un-
questionable that a couple mar-
ried in New York State shouldn’t 
be treated diff erently if they move 
to California. But why didn’t he 
see that before? From the timing, 
this has all the looks of a political 
trap set by Obama and the Demo-
crats.

With his base beleaguered by 
emboldened conservatives at 
both the state and federal levels, 
labour unions and social pro-
grams, the core of Democratic 
Party politics are under siege in 
many ways for the first time in 
over 70 years. With Congress 
budget disagreements in full 
no-holds-barred demagoguery 
mode, now is the time to split the 
new Republican majority. That is 
what the refusal to defend DOMA 
is really about.

Th e 2010 midterm elections 
changed the balance of power in 
partisan American politics, but 
they also changed the balance of 
power inside the parties. With 
moderates fl eeing the Democratic 
banner for the Republican one 
in battleground states all over 
the union, Tea Party Republi-
cans were the largest benefi ciary. 

Socially retrogressive, fi scally 
conservative and not lacking in 
get-up-and-go, they have been as-
serting themselves in Congress, 
oft en to the frustration of the 
Republican leadership. Obama is 
betting that he can force out the 
crazies in the Tea Party caucus in 
Congress to delegitimize the Re-
publican majority there and draw 
moderates back to the Democrats.

Th is is one hell of a gamble. Al-
though polls show that Americans 
are much more tolerant of homo-
sexuality and homosexual fami-
lies than ever before, it is by no 
means certain that this issue will 
work for Democrats the way that 
they hope. Th irty-one states have 
held public referenda on same-sex 
marriage and it has been defeated 
every single time. Even solidly 
Democratic states like California 
have voted against it.

Th e real target, in my mind, 
must be the Tea Party. Obama is 
betting that Michelle Bachmann 
and her cronies will overreact to 
his refusal to defend DOMA and 
go into full “we’re stuck in the 
19th Century mode” thus alienat-
ing moderates in key states. Th is 
is a defi nite possibility. Just look 
at Bachmann’s recent rant about 
breast pumps and the nanny state. 
Aft er the government announced 

that breast pumps would be con-
sidered tax deductible, Bachmann 
went on TV denouncing “govern-
ment overreach” and said, “I don’t 
need the government to buy breast 
pumps.” Betraying her complete 
lack of understanding of govern-
ment policy and the fact that pro-
viding tax deductions is nothing 
at all like a subsidy, Bachmann 
hurt both herself and the Tea 
Party at large. Ordinary Ameri-
cans just can’t get upset about an 
innocuous decision to add breast 
pumps to an already long list of 
tax deductible medical equip-
ment. Obama and the Democrats 
are betting that gay marriage is 
equally inoff ensive to the majority 
of Americans. I’m not so sure.

Karl Rove’s strategy for George 
W. Bush’s 2008 election was to 
bring as many reliably Republican 
evangelical Christians to the polls 
as possible by encouraging local 
party organizations to put social 
issues on the ballot in battle-
ground states, thus driving up Re-
publican turnout. It worked. Now 
Obama is betting that enough 
Americans have changed their 
mind about gay rights that this 
issue can act as a wedge against 
a resurgent Republican party and 
strengthen his own base. Only 
time will tell, but one thing I’m 
pretty sure about is that betting on 
a more tolerant, forward thinking 
America is an increasingly dubi-
ous proposition.

 
  Andrew Varsanyi
Peanut Gallery 
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Adoption programs are right to be choosy

Anneke Hobson
Gauntlet Opinions

Eunice and Owen Johns 
are Pentecostal Christians 
of Derby, England and no 

longer adoptive parents. Th eir 
problem: homophobia. Aft er ap-
plying to adopt a child, Mr. and 
Mrs. Johns mentioned casually 
that they were unaccepting of 
“homosexual lifestyles” and were 
quickly turned away from the 
agency. Th ey asked judges at the 
High Court to rule that agencies 
shouldn’t deny potential parents 
based on faith, but the judges 
admirably insisted that adoptive 

agencies need to protect children 
from discrimination because of 
sexual orientation and that this 
takes precedence over discrimi-
nation against one’s religion. Af-
ter caring for 15 children during 
the 1990s, the couple seemed 
shocked at the seemingly sudden 
restriction. Th e Christian Legal 
Centre was similarly dismayed, 
claiming that no one should be 
denied the opportunity to foster 
based on their Christian beliefs. 
Either reacting emotionally, or 
merely looking for sympathy, they 
quickly declared that “fostering 
by Christians is now in doubt,” as-
serting that the judgment “sends 
out the clear message that ortho-
dox Christian ethical beliefs are 
potentially harmful to children, 

and that Christian parents with 
mainstream Christian views are 
not suitable to be considered as 
potential foster parents.” 

It seems obvious that this is 
hyperbole, but let’s consider the 
root of this problem. Th e court 
claimed that the Johns could not 
adopt an orphan because their re-
ligious beliefs would harm a ho-
mosexual child. But this isn’t the 
only reason: even if the adopted 
child conformed to their het-
eronormative belief system, she 
would likely assume their belief 
system and become homophobic 
as well. In fact, this is an excel-
lent case of the state recognizing 
the dangers of raising children to 
hold any discriminatory beliefs. 
Religious beliefs should never 

take precedence over other mea-
sures of equality, because too of-
ten those beliefs are themselves 
discriminatory of other groups. 
While the state shouldn’t discrim-
inate arbitrarily on the basis of 
one’s religion, secularization de-
mands that no religious view be 
preferenced, and especially not to 
another social group’s detriment. 

Th e United Kingdom recently 
changed their adoption policies 
to remove barriers on race, age 
and social background. Th is move 
displays their progressive stance 
away from the outdated psychol-
ogy of the ’70s and ’80s, but it’s 
also a sign of an increasingly defi -
cient system. Th e problem is that 
volunteering adoptive parents are 
not common enough for agencies 

to be choosy: over the last year, 
adoption rates in England fell 
by 15 per cent, causing the gov-
ernment to relax its policies on 
fi tting children with foster par-
ents of the same racial and social 
background. We could think of 
issues that might arise from be-
ing in a very small racial minority 
in a white city, but the alternative 
is that children are waiting lon-
ger to be adopted overall. Black 
children on average have to wait 
50 per cent longer to be adopted 
than children of other races. Un-
til now, social workers have been 
averse to pairing children with 
parents of diff erent ethnic back-
grounds because they believe 
children will have more diffi  culty 
adjusting to life with new families 
if they’re culturally isolated. Since 
adopting parents must jump 
through several hoops to prove 
themselves capable, however, ad-
opted children remain safe from 
parents with harmful beliefs (like 
the Johns). 

Taking these facts together, 
though, adoption is almost always 
a safe option given the amount of 
preparation the parents are re-
quired to take and will usually 
make for a better childhood than 
living in a public care centre. In 
some cases, too, adoption leads to 
better child welfare than children 
brought up by their biological 
parents — aft er all, there are no 
restrictions or preparations nec-
essary to biologically reproduce 
(although perhaps there should 
be). In Canada, around 76,000 
youths are living in a form of 
public care and about 22,000 are 
legally eligible for adoption. Only 
about 1,700 are adopted each 
year, leaving the rest to govern-
ment organizations and charities. 
I applaud the United Kingdom’s 
example in revising their adop-
tion laws to make the process 
both safer from potential harm 
and more accessible to various so-
cial groups. Canada needs to en-
courage adoption and pay more 
attention to its adoption laws as 
the United Kingdom has — our 
policies are currently governed by 
province and many of the licensed 
agencies (that handle most adop-
tions) are not tracked at all. 

National and international 
adoption laws alike need to be 
more fl exible and encouraging, 
while still protecting the welfare 
of children from adoptive parents 
with Victorian beliefs.
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BORN RUFFIANS

Rhiannon Kirkland
Sports Editor

S
ome bands can easily fl y under the 
radar and go unnoticed by indie fans 
who don’t spend their time scouring 

the Internet for the latest and greatest. Born 
Ruffi  ans are not one of those bands. Th eir 
song “Hummingbird” has made its way on 
to TV screens all over the western world fi rst 
on the British version of Skins, then in a U.K.
cell phone company commercial and most 
recently in an Australian car commercial. 
Th e band is known for generating catchy 
music sparking the attention of music fans 
as well as ad producers. 

Born Ruffi  ans, who currently call Toronto 
home, are on tour across Canada in support 
of 2010’s Say It, their third album as a group 
and second under the name of Born Ruffi  -
ans — their fi rst album Th e Makeshift  Metric 
Catastrophe was released in 2004 when the 
band went by the name Mornington Drive. 
Touring across Canada’s vast and sometimes 
tedious landscape is no easy feat.

 “I love playing shows,” says bass player 
Mitch Derosier. “Aft er you sit in the van for 
sometimes like eight or 12 hours and the 
reward is getting up on stage and releasing 
all the energy pent up in the van from just 
sitting there.”

Born Ruffi  ans have toured with some 
very big acts like Franz Ferdinand, Cari-

bou, Tokyo Police Club and Peter Bjorn 
and John. Th ey did their fi rst tour opening 
for Hot Chip.

“It was awesome,” says Derosier. “We’ve 
been really lucky in who we get to tour with. 
I think you have to learn something from 
every band you tour with, it’s the benefi t of 
doing a tour with a band that’s been doing 

it a lot longer than you or is more success-
ful. From Franz Ferdinand we learned the 
importance of showmanship and what it 
means to get the crowd behind you because 
Alex [Kapranos] would work until he got 
everyone in the place moving and smiling 
and stuff . From Caribou we learned about 
work ethic and what it means to do the 
business side of touring.” 

Th e last time Born Ruffi  ans were in Cal-
gary, they played a show at the Republik 
which proved to be somewhat more event-
ful than they had hoped for. A member of 

the crowd disrupted the show by pushing 
over lead singer Luke Lalonde’s micro-
phone stand during the last song of the 
night.

“It was because we had kicked it over in 
one of the songs and it had hit that guy’s 
friend, so this guy took it upon himself 
to stand up for his friend,” says Derosi-

er. “Aft erwards we talked to the guy and 
made amends and stuff . I think this time 
around we’re gonna shoot for an incident-
free show. Our shows can get a little rowdy 
because I think we get a lot of kids com-
ing out to our shows, but they never get to 
that point, which was kind of weird. I’m 
glad we were able to squash that right aft er 
the show. We’re not a band of fi ghters, our 
name is in jest.”

Th ough they may not be ruffi  ans, Der-
osier and drummer Steven Hamelin are 
both big fans of professional wrestling, 

which inspired the band’s new music video 
for “Th e Ballad of Moose Bruce.” Th e video 
shows a wrestler doing a moonsault — a 
type of back fl ip —  in slow motion black 
and white.

“[We were going for] that Planet Earth- 
style super high-speed camera capturing it, 
like it’s a shark coming out of the water,” 
says Derosier.

Th ey wanted to make it more about 
wrestling as an art form instead of over-
dramatized violence. Derosier says there 
can oft en be a stigma attached to being a 
pro-wrestling fan, but that the most com-
mon reaction is surprise.

“Part of why I liked the video is because 
it was so diff erent than any other music 
video with pro wrestling in it that is usually 
just hokey and corny,” says Derosier. “Th is 
is more showcasing the art of it because I 
think a lot of people don’t really see that. 
It’s pretty cool to meet guys like that who 
you’re kind of in awe of when you watch 
them do what they’re doing.”

Born Ruffi  ans are wrestling lovers, not 
fi ghters. Th eir music can fall on the lighter 
side something but their live shows are known 
for being fi lled with energy, excitement and 
occasionally a kicked over microphone 
stand.

Despite a hair-raising altercation at their last Calgary show, the band returns

 Afterwards we talked to the guy and 
made amends and stuff. I think this time 
around we’re gonna shoot for an incident-
free show . . . we’re not a band of fi ghters.

– Mitch Derosier, bassist

“ 

Wanda’s Visit comes to Lunchbox Theatre, won’t overstay welcome
Andy Williams
Entertainment Editor

Is there a better way to shake up 
a dull marriage than to have the 
husband’s bombastic high school 
fl ing come and visit for an inde-
terminate amount of time, all the 
while openly fl irting with that very 
same husband? Yes — there are 

probably hundreds or thousands of 
ways. But it’s defi nitely a recipe for 
funny as Lunchbox Th eatre’s new 
one-act play, Wanda’s Visit, will 
demonstrate when it opens Mar. 7.

“It’s about a relationship — a 
couple who have been married for 
13 years and an old high school 
fl ame of his comes for an unex-
pected visit, hence Wanda’s Visit,” 

says director Bob White. “It’s about 
the implications and the rever-
berations of having the old fl ame 
around, how it impacts this couple 
whose relationship is a bit on the 
rocks.”

Th e play, written by Christopher 
Durang, is most certainly a com-
edy despite the somewhat serious 
subject matter. White and the cast 

— Dave Kelly, Kerry Ann Doherty, 
Karen Johnson-Diamond and Ian 
McFarlane — are currently fi gur-
ing out the balance.

“One of the tricks with comedy 
is that you have to take the situa-
tion seriously,” White says. “Com-
edy is really, really hard. If you con-
sciously involve yourself in doing 
comedy, you can almost guarantee 

that’s it not going to work. We’re 
trying to fi nd the reality in this 
situation. It’s right there in the text 
that it’s a relationship in trouble. 
We’re focusing on that to a certain 
degree, so the comic elements have 
a place to base themselves.”

With over 40 years of theatre ex-
perience, White is more than qual-

Born Ruffi ans are playing Mar. 16 at Republik. 
Get tickets at www.primeboxoffi ce.com.

see WANDa’s Visit, page 15
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Andréa Rojas
Gauntlet Entertainment

You know the end of a feel-good high 
school movie where the class nerd 
fi nally dates the head cheerleader? If 

you were to substitute his awkward skin con-
dition for a guitar and her pom-poms for a 
set of drum sticks, you would wonder why 
Bell Tower wasn’t playing in the background.

Calgary four-piece Bell Tower layers disso-
nant vocal melodies over unpredictably sac-
charine instrumentals to create a garage-pop 
vibe that’s all theirs. Th e band is comprised 
of Michael Hudec on lead guitar, Jordan 
Ackerman on bass guitar, Ross Watson on 
drums and Th omas Englund on lead vocals 
and rhythm guitar. Th e latter two are third-
year University of Calgary students studying 
in Haskayne and the Faculty of Arts, respec-
tively.

All four are old friends whose musical ca-
reers sprung serendipitously from the aca-

demic environment in which they were situ-
ated.

“Originally we got together to play this bene-
fi t concert at Mac Hall that never ended up hap-
pening,” says Watson. “Th at’s the whole reason 
we started.”

A gig that never materialized was the impe-
tus for the band’s further musical endeavours. 
Aft er taking fi rst place in 2009’s Battle Royale  
— a battle of the bands hosted by Mount 
Royal University — Bell Tower caught the at-
tention of Lorrie Matheson, a musician and 
producer well-known in Calgary’s music cir-
cles. Th is connection would prove golden for 
Bell Tower, as Matheson helped them land a 
coveted spot on the Sled Island bill in 2009 
where they played with Beija Flor.

Watson says winning the battle of the 
bands got their “confi dence boosted pretty 
high.”

“[It] reassured us that this was kind of 
working,” adds Englund.

Th e band found further success when a 

random bar meeting cinched them a spot 
opening for Hot Hot Heat. 

Despite the increasingly grown-up reality of 
their musical success, the group’s plucky riff s 
and angsty vocals sound like a teenage dream. 
With song titles like “Mr. Popular” and “Old 
Fashioned Romance,” the group’s repertoire 
seems like an eclectic soundtrack to a milk-
shake date at a suburban drive-in and a sloppy 
kiss in a grimy bar all at once.

A lot of this is due to Englund’s cacophonous 
vocal style, which will be translated to their 
newest release.

“I used to do a lot of yelling in my basement 
and that kind of evolved,” says Englund. 

Th eir forthcoming album, appropriately ti-
tled Redux, is scheduled to drop in April of this 
year on local label Studio 014. It will be released 
simultaneously on iTunes, in CD format and 
on a limited number of hand-painted cassette 
tapes.

“We had an old release [2009’s EP], but we 
went back and listened to it again and we were 

not happy with it,” says Enlgund. “We just went 
to re-record the songs . . . I fi nd it’s very youth-
ful, with energy. I’m really excited for the release 
aft er this because it will be more current songs 
— more songs that we can connect with.”

Bell Tower is at varying times both sweet and 
grimy, but it seems as if the group has started 
to fi nd that highly sought aft er musical blend 
of angst and loveliness, and in a hand-painted 
package to boot.

Bell Tower wed grimy garage and sweet indie-pop

You can catch Bell Tower at Indie Rock Night (a Save the Children 
Benefi t Concert) at the Den on Fri., Mar. 4 and Vern’s on Sat., Mar. 5.

courtesy Greg Parke Photography
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ifi ed to direct, though it’s a change 
of pace. White was Alberta Th eatre 
Project’s artistic director for ten 
years and before that he spear-
headed the organization’s playRites 
festival.

“I have a lot more fun in the re-
hearsal halls,” says White. “I’m not 
worrying about budgets and audi-
ences and corporate relations and 
all of that other stuff  that crowds 
your mind when you’re an artistic 
director. I’m fi nding it on one level 
a lot more freeing and a lot more 
fun. When the day is over you can 
go home and have dinner, instead 
of going back to your desk and 
wading through 8,000 e-mail mes-
sages.”

White was also appointed a 
Member of the Order of Canada 
in 2009 for his work in Canadian 
theatre and more specifi cally for 
his contributions to Alberta’s arts 
and culture.

“It’s quite cool — there are times 
over the last 40 years where I’ve 
thought, ‘Why the hell am I doing 

this shit for no money and all the 
grief you get for it and all of that 
sort of stuff ?’ ” he laughs. “Obvi-
ously always enjoying the work, 
but what does it really add up to 

at the end of the day? But to get 
that kind of recognition is very 
nice, you kind of go, ‘Oh, maybe I 
haven’t wasted my time.’ And my 
mother, up in heaven or wherever 

she is can go, ‘You haven’t wasted 
your life, you’re okay.’ ”

It’s uncertain whether there will 
be any real relationship advice to 
gain from Wanda’s Visit, but there 

will certainly be some funny with 
the veteran White at the helm.

Wanda’s Visit, continued from page 13

Wanda’s Visit runs from Mar. 7–26. Get more 
information at lunchboxtheatre.com.

Andy Williams
Entertainment Editor

With fi les from Brent Constantin

As time passes and we be-
come more entrenched in 
this digital age, we forget 

about the importance of analog. Au-
diophiles argue that the warm sound 
provided by a record cannot be 
compared to the tin sound of CDs. A 
similar attitude gave rise to Calgary’s 
$100 Film Festival, now in it’s 19th 
year, which showcases Super 8 and 
16 mm fi lm projects.

“Th e festival started in 1992 as a 
Super 8 Film Festival and at the time 
people were complaining that, ‘Film 
is dead’ and ‘It’s too expensive to 
shoot’ and ‘Th ere’s no reason to do it,’ ”
says Festival Coordinator Melanie 
Wilmink. “So the Calgary Society 
of Independent Filmmakers created 
this fi lm festival as a challenge to lo-
cal fi lmmakers to make a short fi lm 
on Super 8 and at the time, four rolls 
of Super 8 and processing was $100.”

Th ough the challenge in the 
’90s was VHS and other more cost-
eff ective analog formats, that has 

changed. Th e rising spectre of digi-
tal fi lmmaking casts a shadow on 
older formats seen as cumbersome 
to work with and more expensive to 
process. Despite these changes that 
render the name obsolete, the festi-
val still sticks to its original mandate : 
to demonstrate that fi lm is not dead.

“Th e festival really is about the 
beauty of fi lm and the choice of fi n-
ishing to fi lm,” says Wilmink. “Th e 
type of fi lms that get fi nished to fi lm 
nowadays lean towards art fi lms be-
cause the choice to work on fi lm is 
more expensive than working on 

digital formats, especially fi nishing 
to fi lm.”

Th e festival attracts a specifi c kind 
of fi lmmaker as fi nishing on fi lm can 
be extraordinarily time consuming 
and quite diffi  cult — fi lmmakers 
have to literally cut and splice their 
fi lms together to get the fi nished 
product.

 “For me, I’ve always shot on fi lm,” 
says festival participant Kyle Th om-
as. “It’s only been my last few fi lms 
that I’ve gone to HD. I don’t want to 
say that it’s going to become retro 
or the cool thing to do to shoot on 

fi lm, but it’s really a diff erent process. 
Especially if you’re cutting your own 
fi lms, there’s no Apple-Z, you can’t 
undo that.”

Th ough it is a diffi  cult process, 
the Calgary Society of Independent 
Filmmakers encourages anyone who 
is interested to get involved and rent 
out a camera for $10 a day. If you just 
want to dip your toes in and test the 
waters, head down to the Plaza this 
weekend to check out the festival.

Filmmaking for cheap at local festival

The $100 Film Festival runs Mar. 3–5 at 
The Plaza. Get more information at 

hundreddollarfi lmfetival.org.
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Radiohead
Th e King of Limbs
(Independent Release)(Independent Release)

Th ere is an obvious temptation to compare any new 
Radiohead albums to previous releases, yet every time 
they fi nd a new creative direction. Th e King of Limbs 
is unlike any of their past releases, yet feels naturally 
Radiohead. From the opening notes of “Bloom” to the 
Pac-man like artwork, this album will send chills run-
ning down your spine.

Th e album is meant to be listened to from start to fi n-
ish and it takes a few run throughs to really grasp their 
aesthetic. Synth and piano are heavy with guitar taking 
the backseat on many songs. Th om Yorke’s falsetto is in 
fi ne form in leading single “Lotus Flower.” 

Th ey are already in a category of their own when it 
comes to moving piano ballads, but “Codex” brings 
things to a new level being simultaneously hauntingly 
dark and beautiful.Th is album will possibly divide fans 
of Radiohead as there are only eight songs over 38 min-
utes and it is one of their least accessible releases. 

With that said, it is undeniably a work of art and if 
given a fair chance, even haters can appreciate the mas-
terpiece that it is. While it might not stand out in Ra-
diohead’s impressive catalogue, it is an incredible album 
that continues to set a tone of greatness. 

Mathew Richards

Steve Dawson
Nightshade
(Black Hen Music)(Black Hen Music)

Th e fi rst track of Nightshade sets up the sound for the 
rest of the album. Electric guitar and organ give this 
album a much fuller feel than previous eff orts, but the 
sound is recognizably Dawson: folk-blues with great 
guitar and his unmistakable baritone voice. He ex-
pands and develops the formula that worked so well 
for his 2008 releases, Telescope and Waiting for the 
Lights to Come Up.

Fans of slide guitar should treat Dawson’s albums as a 
master class. His use of national guitar and weissen-
born is bolstered by his increased use of electric slide 
guitar. His fi ngerstyle acoustic slide work is similarly 
impressive as his second track, “Darker Still,” illus-
trates.

Th e addition of electric guitar makes for a groovier 
sound, but Dawson’s songwriting is essentially the 
same. His voice adds to his appeal, but his range is 
small and his vocal melodies only occasionally im-
press. Th e same is true of his lyrics — every song has 
a similar rhyme scheme and he seems unwilling to 
tackle words with more than one syllable.

Regardless, the album is worth checking out for its pro-
duction and its exceptional guitar.

Eric Mathison

Shad
iTunes Sessions EP
(iTunes)(iTunes)

For some bands, a gig like the iTunes Session is just a 
throwaway — a chance to play some stripped down 
acoustic versions of a few popular jams, do a cover or two 
and call it a wrap. 

Shad, however, gives it his all. Th e release of his iTunes 
Sessions EP is one of his strongest to date and that’s saying 
something for a rapper with Juno and Polaris Prize nomi-
nations under his belt. 

Th e six song EP traverses every aspect of Shad’s career — 
from “Th e Old Prince Still Lives At Home” and “Rock 2.0 
it” (a reimagining of When Th is is Over’s “Rock to it”) to 
“A Good Name.” 

Th ere is one notable exception — the inclusion of “Th e One 
in Front of the Garage,” which was previously released as 
an a previously released a capella. Th e song receives a won-
derfully meandering beat that repeatedly changes direc-
tion as Shad consistently delivers the witticisms he’s made 
a name for. Th e song is a standout, not just on the disc, not 
just in Shad’s discography, but more broadly in hip-hop.

Th e album is fantastic and despite the fact that some of 
the songs overlap with previous Shad releases, it’s strong 
enough to be a must-have, stand-alone eff ort. Get it.

Andy Williams
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T H I N G S  T O  D OTHEATRE
Back To The Daily Grind:

1. Do Assignments. The break is over, friends. 
Time to be productive. Sigh.

2. Don’t Do Readings. Just because you had a 
week–long break doesn’t mean you should stop 
your semester–long tradition of winging class 
discussions.

3. Catch Up On Sleep. Let’s face it, you’ve pulled 
a few all nighters fi nishing work you put off 
during the break. Get some rest!

4. Be Late For Classes. Warning: completion of 
point 3 may lead to sleeping in and missing 
morning classes.

MISC.

SPORTS

CONCERTS
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Help celebrate the life of Animal 

House comedian John Belushi at 

Vern’s Tavern on Mar. 5 at 9 p.m. 

The John Belushi Memorial Toga 

Party is the place to be, featuring 

the musical talent of Caught Off 

Guard, Shotgun Dolls, Black Earth 

and Bell Tower. Wear a toga and pay 

$5 cover! Dress normal and pay $8.

The Vertigo Theatre presents And 

Then There Were None, running 

Mar. 5–Apr. 3. It’s the horror story of 

a host who fails to show up at their 

own party, forcing the invited to en-

tertain themselves. Admission var-

ies according to showtime, so check 

out vertigotheatre.com for more in-

formation.

Speaking of hosts, have you ever 

had an inconvenient guest that 

just won’t leave? Instead of liv-

ing it, watch it onstage at Lunch-

box Theatre’s Wanda’s Visit, 

running Mar. 7–26 at the Trans-

canada Stage. For $15 admission, 

it’s the cheapest, most uncomfort-

able entertainment around. Check 

lunchboxtheatre.com for showtimes.

Bring along your dictionaries to  

Down with Webster on Mar. 3 at 

MacEwan Hall at 7 p.m. The over-

priced $29.50 tickets are available at 

primeboxoffi ce.com.

Have animal control on speed dial 

on Mar. 4. Chron Golbin and Li-

ons and Tigers and Bears play 

That Empty Space, starting at

3 p.m. Maybe animal control can 

pick up the rabid raccoons down by 

the nickel copiers after the concert.

Why wait until St. Patrick’s day for 

some Irish escapades? Jig for a Kiss 

features some of Alberta’s top Celtic 

musicians including Lizzy Hoyt, Keri 

Lynn Zwicker and Third Reel on 

Mar. 5 at the Irish Cultural Society. 

Check out calgaryics.org for $25 

tickets. Doors open at 7 p.m. though 

the drinking can start anytime.

Speaking of drinking, the Jager-

mester Music Tour comes to town 

Mar. 8. The only food provided is 

Buckcherry, though there are some 

Papa Roach[es] around. You’ll con-

sider it your Darkest Days, so Prime  

Box Offi ce provided a Bleeker Ridge 

to end your misery. Yeah, I have 

talent. By the way those are the 

featured bands. Admission is $50, 

though my entertainment is free. 

See primeboxoffi ce.com for tickets.

The faculty of medicine presents 

Gary Martin and the Heavenly 

Blues at the Libin Theatre in the 

Health Science complex on Mar. 10.

Healing your winter blues away 

starts at 12 p.m.

Former member of the Wu-Tang 

Clan GZA and guests play Dickens 

pub on Mar. 11 at 9 p.m. With a criti-

cally acclaimed solo career under his 

belt, you don’t want to miss his 18+ 

show. Tickets are $29.75 and are

available at primeboxoffi ce.com.

I only pay tuition to get into Dinos 

games for free with my UCID.

The men’s hockey team braves 

the cold weather and the Saskatch-

ewan Huskies at the Father David 

Bauer arena at 7 p.m. The games 

are scheduled for Mar. 4 & 5. If the 

Dinos and Huskies tie both games 

the tiebreaker will be on Mar. 6.

The Calgary Roller Derby Associa-

tion hosts its fi rst home game of the 

season! All proceeds from the Roll-

er Derby at Tsuu T’ina go towards 

the Calgary Humane Society. The 

scrimmage takes place at the Seven 

Chiefs Sportsplex gym at 8 p.m. 

on Mar. 12. Admission is $10. Help 

save abandoned pets by watching 

roller-skating girls get bloody noses 

and skinned knees.

Need something to do? Want to en-

hance your indie cred? The $100 Film 

Festival runs Mar. 3–5 at the Plaza, 

7 p.m. nightly. Tickets for the inde-

pendent fi lms are only $12! Be hip-

ster for less than what you spent at 

that sale on Kensington.

Help make history by attending Cal-

gary’s fi rst Q the Arts: Queer Arts 

and Cultural festival which takes 

place on Mar. 5 at 8 p.m. at the Ar-

rata Opera Centre. Tickets are $25 

at the door or $20 in advance. They 

feature 11 artists with works in vi-

sual art, theatre, music, dance and 

spoken word.

For a more charity-oriented evening, 

the Plaza hosts the Stop the Slaugh-

ter fundraiser with a screening of 

the Oscar-winning documentary 

The Cove at 7 p.m. on Mar. 6. Ad-

mission is $12 and all proceeds go 

towards, uh, stopping the slaughter.

Cinemania screens Black Swan on 

Mar. 7 at 6:30 p.m. and 9 p.m. at 

That Empty Space. It will be the only 

time you’re scared of sexual con-

tent. Well, maybe the second time, 

but we don’t talk about that...

The SU hosts candidate forums 

throughout this week in south court-

yard in Mac Hall. VP operations and 

fi nance is on Mar. 3 at 12 p.m., pres-

ident is on Mar. 4 at 1 p.m. and VP 

student life is on Mar. 7 at 12 p.m.

Kick apathy in its app and vote in the 

SU student election this Mar. 8–10. 

Check out the election supplement 

in this issue for platform info and 

Gauntlet endorsements!

 

Feminism and religion have a date 

on Mar. 11 at the Muslim Women 

Stand Up panel discussion about 

issues facing Muslim women. 

It takes place in the education 

block room 179 at 6 p.m. RSVP at 

islamevents.ca/calgary. No boys al-

lowed!

The Rothney Astrophysical Ob-

servatory hosts The Quirk 

About Quark Stars on Mar. 12 at

8 p.m. Nico Koning of the physics 

and astronomy dept. presents the 

latest fi ndings in quark star research. 

Cost  is $20 per car or $10 per person.
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Election SWAT 2011
Every year, we see tonnes 

of posters sprayed across 
walls in anticipation of 

the SU election. Some posters are 
good. Some are bad. Th e Gaunt-
let Election SWAT team, consisting 
of Isaac “Techno” Azuelos, Brent 
“Cynic” Constantin and Andy 
“Sunny” Williams, brave the hor-
rid conditions to off er a construc-
tively critical perspective on SU 
election candidates’ posters. Here 
they lie in the order they were 
found.

1) Hardave Birk, president
Andy: I thought his eyes were red-
der than the poster shows.
Brent: It looks pretty profession-
al, although I don’t know why he 
wants students to think one of his 
legs is longer than the other. He’s 
sort of leaning to the right. He’s a 
right-leaning candidate.
Isaac: Well it’s camera left .

Brent: Which is it Hardave? Left  
or right? Make up your mind!
Andy: Th at looks like a fat-cat suit 
to me.
Brent: Th at’s what I was going to 
say! 

2) Jason Cole, VP external
Andy: Th is looks like it was made 
in MS Paint. Th at’s all I have to say 
about that.

3 and 4) Matt Diteljan, VP stu-
dent life & Patrick Straw, VP op-
eration and fi nance
Andy: Here are two fellows, Matt 
and Pat, who really love them-
selves.
Andy: I don’t know if that poster 
could be any bigger, or contain 
any more colour.
Isaac: I wonder where you would 
get something like that though.
Brent: What the pony?
Isaac: No, the poster. 

Brent: Do you think they get WiFi 
on that horse? 
Isaac: Two guys on a horse doing 
business-y things together doesn’t 
in any way seem suspicious . . .
Andy: It gives off  that Brokeback 
Mountain vibe to me, I don’t 
know if anyone else feels that way 
but —
Brent: Do you think there’s some 
oats inside of that briefcase? 
Andy: No, they’re strictly busi-
ness, so there’s probably some 
kind of papers. 
Brent: Well horse business, obvi-
ously.
Andy: He is reading the business 
section of the paper
Brent: Sort of lost in the forest, 
aren’t they? Do you think they 
had another horse take that pho-
to for them? I also noticed that 
they’re riding bareback. Th at’s 
a horrible example for safe sex 
around the school. 

see SWAT, page 19

5) Chris Palmer, Haskayne rep
Andy: Not sure if I like the fake 
crinkling of the paper —I don’t 
understand why he didn’t just ac-
tually crinkle the paper.
Isaac: Th at would have taken time.
Brent: Well that says Chris Palmer 
doesn’t have enough time for stu-
dents. Chrispalmer2011.com, to 
distinguish himself from future 
campaigns and past campaigns.
Andy: Right, he has a domain for 
every year I’ve heard.

6) Nishita Gupta, science rep
Andy: Clearly a science student. 
Th ere is too much going on in this 
poster.
Brent: Not really readable from a 
distance. I think someone needs 
to tell her that bolding every oth-
er word doesn’t really have any ef-
fect.
Andy: Th e point of bolding is to 
make something stand out.
Brent: So if everything is bolded, 
it all stands out.
Andy: Th at’s science right there. 
Scientifi c facts. 

7) Tom Hanger, Haskayne rep
Andy: I’m not really sure what 
this is, is it a mug shot?
Brent: I’m not really sure if he 
goes to school here.
Andy: It looks like his hair line is 
receding.
Brent: Yeah, I know that pain all 
to well. 

8) John Hampson, Board of Gov-
ernors
Andy: I thought that was Draco 
Malfoy.
Isaac: I still stand by my vampire 
comment. He still looks like a 
vampire. 
Brent: He has the Slytheran block 
vote. 
Andy: At least he knows how to 
use Photoshop. He did that colour 
pop appropriately—that red tie 
really pops.
Andy: He dyes it himself, maybe.
Brent: Aft er his last victim it 
could’ve dripped on there. 

9 and 10) Jason Hong & Jack Siu, 
science reps
Brent: I didn’t even know those 
were diff erent posters.
Andy: Yeah, I think they are run-
ning as a team. If I voted for them 
and didn’t get an A–plus, I’d be 
pretty upset. Seems like that’s 
what they are promising.
Brent: Th ey also seem to be tar-

geting students who have faces 
made of paper plates.

11) Raphael Jacob, arts rep 
Brent: It’s funny.
Andy: He doesn’t really look like a 
turtle though.
Brent: A turtle neck would really 
aid his cause.

12) Lucibelle Tan, Haskayne rep
Brent: Pretty simple message 
here: ‘overcome challenges’. 
Andy: I’m curious of which chal-
lenges she’s referring to.
Brent: Regardless, she’s going to 
overcome them. It seems to me 
the challenge Lucibelle is over-
coming is the sun heading to-
wards earth. Or maybe it’s that 
she doesn’t have a jacket when 
she’s at the farm.
Isaac: Cold arms defi nitely sound 
like a challenge to overcome. 
Brent: She started to do the Luke-
Skywalker-tatooine-look-at-the-
double-sun pose. 
Andy: She nailed it. She’s over-
come that challenge. Someone’s 
heckling her; ‘Hey Lucibelle, bet 
you can’t do the Luke-Skywalker-
tatooine-look-at-the-double-sun 
pose!’

13) Dylan Jones, president
Andy: Hand painted . . .
Brent: Obviously he has recieved 
sponsorship from the “two scoops 
of raisins” cereal people.
Andy: And Crayola, too. Th ey just 
really wanted to get their name 
out there. 
Brent: For a young and hip audi-
ence.
Andy: And his paper looks very 
wrinkly, where Chris Palmer 
didn’t go all the way.
Brent: Yes, here’s a candidate who 
didn’t half-ass it in the crinkling 
of his paper. 
Andy: Nailed it! He overcame that 
challenge.
Brent: Staring directly into the 
sun with Dylan Jones.

14) Matt McMillian, VP external
Andy: Its just a piece of brown pa-
per that says his name.
Brent: Are we supposed to write  
on here?
Andy: I feel like I’m at Montanas 
where they cover the table with 
brown paper.

15) Sarah Nasser, Haskayne rep
Brent: Do you think she’s natural-
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SWAT, from pg 18
ly out of focus or is that a camera 
eff ect?
Andy: I think it’s natural. 
Brent: ‘Let’s get down to business’
Andy: See she’s running 
for Haskayne Rep so it’s a 
pun, a play on words . . . 
Uh, if you like easy jokes, vote for 
Sarah Nasser. 

16) Vincent St Pierre, VP operation 
and fi nance
Brent: I think what Vincent is say-
ing, “Vote for me, or I’ll continue 
to abuse my dog.”
Isaac: I wonder how many people 
know what “dogfort” actually is.

17) Alyssa Stacy, VP aca-
demic
Andy: It’s terrible
Isaac: Yeah, I’m not really 
sure what the sticky notes 
are supposed to be.
Andy: Th ey’re supposed to 
add a personal touch.
Brent: Yeah, a personal 
touch of having access to 
Staples.
Andy: If this was in colour, 
her shirt would be shiny I 
think . . .
Brent: Yeah that’s why it was in 
black and white; there wasn’t 
a paper glossy enough to han-
dle her metallic shirt.
Brent: I think, if anything, we 
can either assume that she’s not 
that great at Photoshop or that 
she has some serious skin and leg 
conditions. I’m not sure if that’s 
excitement or upsetting. Also, I 
think students should vote for 
Alyssa for her incredible strength 
to hold up eight, what is that ten 
books for one class?
Isaac: Plus a miniature cow on 
one side! 
Andy: Is Alyssa Stacy pro-ge-
netic modifi cation of farm ani-
mals?
Brent: Or at least meat; she’s 
making the cow stand next to 
the dead cow.
Andy: Yeah! A cannibal cow! 

6)6)

13)

14)

7)

8)

2)

1)3 and 4)

15)

5)

16)

17)

12)

9 and 10)

11)

2)
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The golden age of Dinos swimming continues

Rhiannon Kirkland
Sports Editor

Going into any meet, the 
pressure of being defend-
ing champion is high, but  

the Dinos swim teams more than 
lived up to expectations last week-
end. Th ey defended both of their 
national championship titles to 
give the Dinos their fi rst two CIS 
banners of the year. 

Th e Dinos women pulled away 
early taking a dominant lead on 
Th ursday night and carried their 
momentum through to the last 
race on Saturday, where they won 
the team event with 778.5 points. 
Th e University of British Colum-
bia took second with 648.5 points 
and the University of Toronto fi n-
ished third with 341. Th is is the 
third straight national champion-
ship for the Dinos women. 

“It was pretty dominant,” said 
Dinos swimming head coach Mike 
Blondal. “UBC had beaten us at the 
conference meet. I knew we had 
the swims in our team, I just wasn’t 
very sure what UBC had. It was fast 
on the fi rst day. It was pretty clear 
that our team was fi ring pretty well 
so I felt pretty confi dent about our 
girls throughout the whole meet.” 

Th e men’s race was much closer 
coming down to the wire. Th e Di-
nos led UBC by 3.5 points at the 
end of competition on Th ursday, 
but UBC bounced back to take a 
9.5 point lead over the Dinos at the 

end of Friday. Th e Dinos pulled 
away on Saturday to fi nish with 
543.5 points to UBC’s 493. Laval 
fi nished third with 397 points. 

“We counted numbers an aw-
ful lot throughout the meet,” said 
Blondal. “We fi gured that by Friday 
night if we were within 35 points of 
them we could beat them. We ended 
up being within nine points on the 
second night so felt that if we had a 
good morning on the Saturday that 
we could do it. We knew that our 

best day was our last day so we had 
some strength on our last day, that 
we just had to execute better. You 
have to make every swim count.” 

Dino Erica Morningstar was 
named female CIS swimmer of the 
year. Morningstar won four indi-
vidual medals at this year’s event 
and has won 20 of 21 individual and 
relay events she competed in at the 
last three CIS championships. 

“She’s a real racer and a real com-
petitor and she’s a very valuable 

team person,” said Blondal. 
University of Victoria Vike Ryan 

Cochrane — who won a bronze 
medal at the Beijing Olympics —  
was named the male swimmer of 
the year and male rookie of the year. 

Dino Jason Block swept the three 
breaststroke races for the second 
year in a row. He set a new CIS re-
cord in the 50-metre backstroke 
with a time of 27.36. 

“He got better as the meet went 
along, he got a bit faster,” said 

Blondal. “On the last day I knew in 
the morning that he was going to 
be pretty fast because his warm was 
real fast and I hadn’t seen that from 
him.”

David Dmititrov placed sec-
ond in the men’s 1500-metre free 
(15:30.33), men’s 400-metre free 
(3:51.12), men’s 200-metre fl y 
(1:59.69) and men’s 400-metre in-
dividual medley (4:17.33). 

Seanna Mitchell won gold in   
women’s 100-metre free (54.72) and 
women’s 100-metre fl y (1:00.98) and 
Allison Long took fi rst in women’s 
50-metre breast stroke (30.91). 

Th e women’s team, composed of 
Erica Morningstar, Bethany Flem-
ington, Fiona Doyle and Seanna 
Mitchell, won the 4x100-metre free 
relay on Th ursday with a time of 
3:41.03 with the University of Laval  
Rouge et Or (3:46.04) coming in 
second and UBC (3:46.04) third. 

Th e Dinos men’s team (3:17.93) 
didn’t have the same luck as the 
women and narrowly fi nished sec-
ond in the 4x100 metre free relay 
behind rival UBC (3:17.83) with 
Laval (3:19.14) coming in third.

“Th ey’re huge points and they’re 
huge emotional turning points 
at the swim meet,” said Blondal. 
“Losing that relay on the fi rst night 
was, you know, the [men’s] team 
could’ve gone either way right. It 
was emotional. Th ey knew that 
wasn’t our strength, our strength 
was in the next two relays, the more 

Dinos sweep CIS swimming team events for the second year in a row

Sydney Stokoe/the Gauntlet

Dino Jason Block set a new CIS record in the men’s 500-metre breast with a time of 27.36. 

see SWIM Champs, page 23
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in the women’s 600-metre.
In the women’s high jump, Ra-

chel Machin claimed a gold with 
her jump of 1.77 metres. She placed 
second in the women’s 60-metre 
hurdles and the women’s long jump.

Robyn Webster placed fi rst in 
the women’s pole vault and Riley 
Booth placed second in the men’s 
triple jump with a jump of 13.52 
metres.

In the distance events, Mad-
eline MacDonald won gold in the 
women’s 600-metre and silver in 
the women’s 1,000-metre. Madison 
Th eriault collected a bronze in the 
men’s 1000-metre event. 

Th e Dinos found success in the 
relays, winning gold in the men’s 
4x800-metre relay, the women’s 
4x200-metre relay and the wom-
en’s 4x400 relay.

Dinos Nelson and Eff ah took 
home the outstanding track per-
former awards. Eff ah also won 
male outstanding performer of the 
meet. Robyn Webster received the 
female student-athlete and com-
munity award. Rachel Machin was 
named outstanding female rookie. 
Lamont was named women’s team 
coach of the year.

Dinos run the show at Canada West meet

Rhiannon Kirkland
Sports Editor

The Dinos women ran, pole-
vaulted, shot-putted and 
hurdled their way to vic-

tory last weekend at the CW track 
and fi eld championships to be-
come the CW women’s track and 
fi eld champions.

At the end of day one the Dinos 
were ranked second in both team 
races. In the women’s competition, 
the University of Alberta Pandas 
led by half a point. In the men’s, 
the University of Regina Cougars 
led by seven points.

Th e Dinos women pulled ahead 
on the second day to take fi rst 
place with 113.50 points while Al-
berta came in second with 102.50 
points and University of Saskatch-
ewan in third with 35 points.

“It was pretty exciting,” said 
track and fi eld head coach Doug 
Lamont. “We went in obviously 
knowing we were in the fi ght. In 

early predictions Alberta was the 
favourite to win. We scored in ev-
ery event, which we don’t normally 
do, so everyone contributed.”

Th e Dinos men (79) fi nished in 
second place behind the Univer-
sity of Regina Cougars (106) with 
the University of Alberta  Golden 
Bears (76) fi nishing third.

“Going in, the biggest thing was 
Regina was favoured to win,” said 
Lamont. “We had a great week-
end, but we did all we could and it 
was up to Regina to give up some 
points somewhere in the meet, 
which they chose not to do.”

Dino Amonn Nelson won the 
women’s 300-metre dash and set 
a new CW record with a time of 
38.07 followed by teammate Kelsey 
Lotwin in third (39.68). Sam Eff ah 
captured a gold medal in the men’s 
300-metre (33.75).

Nelson (7.51) and Eff ah (6.59) 
won gold again in the 60-metre 
event. 

Danielle Kendall fi nished third 

Amonn Nelson and Sam Effah win outstanding track performer awards

Josh Rose
Gauntlet Sports

Th e Dinos women’s basketball 
playoff  debut was cut short by the 
University of Saskatchewan Hus-
kies aft er 76–68 and 75–64 losses. 
Th e fi rst place Huskies haven’t lost 
since Oct. 30, giving them a 22–2 
record. 

Friday night’s game was led by 
Dino forward Ashley Hill with 16 
points, forward Alex Cole with 
15 and guard Tamara Jarrett who 
chipped in 12. Despite their ef-
forts, it was not enough to over-
power the CW giant. Th e Dinos 
took an early lead, but were unable 
to keep it falling 18–12 at the end 
of the fi rst. Th e Huskies extended 

their lead to 40–24 by halft ime. 
Calgary came alive in the second 
half outscoring them 44–36, but 
alas, it was not enough to claim a 
Dino win.

Saturday was no more gener-
ous to the Dinos than Friday. Hill 
knocked down 22 points and Cole 
netted 13, while three Dinos pulled 
down six rebounds: Cole, forward 
Kiersten Hilton and guard Tilly Et-
tinger. Th e Huskies took the lead 
and kept it out of arms reach for 
the Dinos the entire game, but 
the largest lead in the fi rst half 
was only by eight points. At half-
time Calgary was down 30–24. 
Th e closest the Dinos would come 
in the second half was within six 
points.

Huskies eliminate Dinos
Dino Sam Effah won gold medals in the men’s 300-metre and 
men’s 60-metre races. 

courtesy David Moll
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Rhiannon Kirkland
Sports Editor

Competition for men’s 
volleyball supremacy in 
Canada West is always 

intense. Aft er two close matches, 
the Dinos came out on top at the 
CW fi nal four capturing their fi rst 
CW men’s volleyball banner since 
1994. 

Th e Dinos played the Trinity 
Western Spartans in the semi-
fi nals, where they lost the fi rst set 
25–27, but bounced back to claim 
the second set by a score of 25–17 
and the third 25–21. 

Th e Spartans would not go 
down without a fi ght and took 

the fourth set 19–25. Th e Dinos 
closed out the last set 15–11 to 
win 3–2. 

“We’re very pleased with our 
performance,” said men’s volley-
ball head coach Rod Durrant. “I 
thought our team was well pre-
pared and played just loose and 
played really competitive. Th ey 
didn’t worry about the result, 
they stayed in the moment and 
because of that they were able to 
win two very tight matches. It’s 
a tough task, it’s a battle. Th ere’s 
four teams that could’ve won and 
we’re pleased to win the Canada 
West and get the number one 
ranking going into nationals.” 

Allen Meek led the Dinos with 15 

kills and 11 digs followed by Gra-
ham Vigrass at 13 kills and 10 digs. 

Rudy Verhoeff  led the Spartans 
with 22 kills. Jarrod Off ereins and 
Marc Howatson both recorded 
nine digs. 

“We have 17 guys that are very 
supportive of each other, they get 
the whole team concept,” said 
Durrant. “We’ve been working as 
a group all season. We’ve proven 
this semester and in the past that 
each team can beat the other. To 
fi nd a way to come out on top 
of that match is fantastic for our 
team and for our program.” 

Th e Dinos then faced the Bran-
don Bobcats in a hard fought CW 
fi nal that was close until the end. 
Th e Dinos won the fi rst two sets 
25–19 and 25–21. Th e Bobcats 
produced a comeback taking the 
third set 25–27 and the fourth 
23–25. Th e Dinos edged out the 
Bobcats 16–14 in a close fi ft h set 
to win 3–2 and captured the CW 
banner. 

“I thought we were very good 
in the fi rst two sets,” said Dur-
rant. “We were up 2–0 and we had 
a couple of chances in the third 

set to fi nish it. We made a couple 
of mistakes and they took advan-
tage of it and they beat us by two.” 

Meek recorded a .45 attack per-
centage and 21 kills against Bran-
don for the Dinos. Curtis James and 
Vigrass each had 19 kills. Jay Blan-
kenau led the Dinos in kills with 16. 

Bobcats kills were led by Kevin 
Miller at 22 and Paul Sanderson 
at 19. Miller had ten digs and Jus-
tin Pikel had nine. 

“Canada West conference has 
shown that they’re the best confer-
ence in the country because they 
play against the best teams week 
aft er week aft er week,” said Dur-
rant. “I think that prepares us the 
proper way to play the national 
championship because Canada 
West teams are always fi ghting for 
that national championship. I don’t 
see anything diff erent this year.”

Vigrass was named CW MVP. 
Durrant was named coach of the 
year. 

“It’s outstanding,” said Durrant. 
“Graham has done nothing but 
improve since he’s been here. Th is 
is his fourth season. He’s an out-
standing player, he’s a great team-

mate, an outstanding leader on 
the fl oor and off  the fl oor.” 

Th e Dinos go into the CIS vol-
leyball championships to be held 
in Langley, B.C. ranked fi rst. Th ey 
will play the Sherbrooke Vert et 
Or who fi nished second in the 
Quebec conference in the CIS 
quarterfi nals.

“You want to gain confi dence 
and play your best volleyball be-
cause you’re going to need to,” 
said Durrant. “Th ere’s fi ve or six 
teams in my opinion that have a 
shot at winning this event.”

Volleyballsaurs reign at Canada West

      They didn’t worry about the result, they 
stayed in the moment and because of that they 
were able to win two very tight matches. 

– Rod Durrant, men’s volleyball head coach

“  
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Rhiannon Kirkland
Sports Editor

At the CIS wrestling champi-
onship this past weekend, 
Gen Haley did what no 

other woman has done before — 
win fi ve consecutive individual gold 
medals. 

Haley (55 kg), Erica Wiebe 
(72 kg) and Leah Callahan (82 
kg) came in fi rst for the Dinos 
women. Ruth Lang lost to Eliza-
beth William of Concordia in the 
67 kg bronze medal match. 

Th e University of Alberta edged 
out the Dinos women by just two 
points for fi rst in the team compe-
tition. Brock placed third with 44 
points. 

Th e Dinos women’s wrestlers 
fi nished just two points behind 
Simon Fraser University during 
the 2010 team competition. 

American Olympian Ali Bernard 
had won fi ve CIS gold medals, but 
she did not win them in consecu-
tive years. She won her fi rst four as a 
Regina Cougar between 2005–2008 
and her last as an Alberta Golden 
Panda in 2010. 

Th e Dinos men came in eleventh 
with 18 points in the team event 
which was won by Concordia.

On the men’s side Brian Hut-
ton (68 kg) won a bronze. Dan 
Nwaerondu was defeated by John 
Fitzgerald of the Univeristy of 
Guelph in the 90–130 kg bronze 
medal match. 

Two men had won fi ve individual 
golds in fi ve straight years — Ryan 
Weicker from 2001–2005 and Jamie 
Macari from 2003–2007. Both com-
peted for Brock University. 

Haley was named outstanding 
female wrestler for her historic per-
formance.

distance and IM-based races and so 
they just kind of brushed it off  and 
off  they went.”

Th e Dinos women (8:05.63) won 
the 4x200-metre relay on the sec-
ond day with a decisive six second 
lead over UBC (8:11.44) with Vic-
toria (8:16.49) fi nishing third. Th e 
Dinos men (7:17.97) beat Laval 
(7:19.62) in a close 4x200-metre 

free relay with Toronto (7:21.30) 
coming in third. 

Th e Dinos again proved domi-
nant in the relays on Saturday, win-
ning both the men’s and women’s 
4x100-metre medley relays. 

Dinos swimming head coach 
Mike Blondal was named CIS coach 
of the year in both the men’s and 
women’s categories. 

Haley wins fifth CIS gold Swim champs cont’d from pg 20

Gen Haley is the fi rst woman 
to win fi ve straight CIS golds. 

courtesy David Moll
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