
Erin Shumlich
Sports Editor

Cougars and Dinos can now claw and roar at 
each other for the top spot in the city this 
upcoming year as the University of Calgary 
welcome their newest rivals. Th e Mount 
Royal University Cougars will provide stiff  

intra-city competition, become the 15th member of Can-
ada West Universities Athletic Association aft er gaining 
university status last year. As the newest member of the 
most decorated conference in the Canadian Interuniver-
sity Sport, the Cougars have been granted probationary 
membership starting in September. 

Admission to the league is based on a diverse assort-
ment of qualifi cations from facilities, day-to-day opera-
tions, scholarships and funding. MRU has been focused on 
bringing more coaches onto campus full time.

Th e decision was fi nalized May 4 during Canada West’s 

annual meeting in Saskatoon, with more than the required 
75 per cent membership approval needed for acceptance 
into the league. 

Canada West president Sandy Slavin said that since MRU
is now a member of CWUAA they can make an application 
to become a part of CIS. CIS consists of 51 universities across 
Canada, over 10,000 athletes and 21 championships in 12 
diff erent sports. 

“At the end of three years, there is a vote where they again 
need to meet 75 per cent approval where they can become 
full members without probationary.” 

She said it is a huge step for MRU to move on from the 
Canada College league. 

“Now that they have a university title, they wanted to 
compete in an athletic league of the same level,” she said. 
“One major advantage is that they can compete for a na-
tional championship.”

Although MRU is still waiting for approval from CIS, 
Mount Royal media relations coordinator Kyle Henry said 

he doesn’t know of an instance when a school has been ac-
cepted on conference level and not by CIS.

“It’s more just a formality,” said Henry. “Our application 
will be reviewed at the CIS conference in June. We are obvi-
ously very excited and don’t see any issues.”

Th e Cougars men’s and women’s basketball, volleyball, 
hockey and soccer teams will join the biggest amateur sports 
league in Canada next season. 

“Becoming a member of the CWUAA is a separate pro-
cess from gaining university status,” said Henry. “Th ere 
was been a lot of behind the scenes work for everyone on 
campus and it is the end of all our hard work. Th is has 
been on the radar for our athletics department for many 
years now. It’s a landmark day for our student athletes — 
somewhere they can really showcase their skills.” 

Although it will take time to build up their level of com-
petition, Henry said the athletes are really excited for a 
great rivalry with the U of C.

See Competition in Calgary rises, pg 5

Intra-City Competition Will have Fans Fighting Over More Than Their Favourite Teddy Bear

Dinos versus Cougars
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On May 2, 2011, Canadians 
voted in a majority Conser-
vative government for the 

fi rst time in 23 years. When the Lib-
erals were in power, an allowance 
for each vote cast was introduced, 
resulting in about $2 per vote going 
to each party. Th e subsidy occurs 
if a political party is supported by 
2 per cent of the popular vote, or 5 
per cent of the votes in ridings host-
ing a candidate of theirs. Instead of 
having to rely solely on fundraising, 
political parties in Canada benefi t 
fi nancially from supporting ballots. 
Harper’s government is proposing 
to do away with this allowance.

Th e Conservatives proposed to 
get rid of the subsidy in 2008, but 
they were only a minority then. 
During the recent election cam-
paign, Harper promised to abolish 
per-vote subsidies if the Conserva-
tives won a majority. 

Harper believes that each party 

should be fi nanced through fund-
raising alone. Th e dollar amounts 
garnered from vote subsidies are 
signifi cant. Two weeks ago, the 
Conservative party made over $11.6 
million in subsidies. $9 million went 
to the NDP, $5.5 million for the Lib-
erals, and $1.7 for the Bloc. Without 
vote subsidies, political parties will 
have to increase fundraising eff orts. 

Th ere’s merit to the idea. Unable 
to rely on cheques aft er every elec-
tion, parties would be forced to 
reach out to voters with the hope 
of encouraging them to donate — 
a strategy that may increase voter 
participation. Another bonus is that 
parties would be discouraged from 
hurrying into elections. While the 
major parties spend far more than 
the subsidies provide, they would be 
forced to be more cautious, know-
ing that the money would need to 
be fundraised.

Former Bloc leader Gilles Du-

ceppe criticized the idea before the 
election, claiming it would hurt 
smaller parties such as the Greens. 
It’s unclear if this is true, however. 
It’s true that the Conservatives — 
with connections to big business 
— may benefi t more than other par-
ties. But grassroots funding of the 
type seen during Barack Obama’s 
2008 campaign is possible with any 
party.

So long as appropriate limits 
on donations are in place 
(which, of course, 
are not guaranteed), 

abandoning the per-vote subsidy is 
a good change.

Pay it forward?  
. . Gauntlet Editorial Board
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c a m p u s  q u i p sDid you vote in the federal election. Why or why not?

Interviews: Amy Badry, Photographs: Scagwald Provost 

“Yes, because my 
dad told me to.”
– Aala Faraj, 
second-year 
biology

“Yes, because I 
thought I could 
make a diff erence.”
– Harjot Khakh, 
second-year 
psychology

“No, because I 
could not provide 
a verifi cation of my 
address.”
– Ricky Hon, forth-
year philosophy

““No, I did not vote 
because I am not a 
Canadian citizen.”
– Zheng Zong, 
forth-year
 economics

Amy Badry
News Editor 

Students Vote” was the 
cheer heard across cam-
pus during the University 

of Calgary’s vote mob. But did the 
red and white wearing students get 
out and vote? Th e election resulted 
in a conservative majority and Rob 
Anders, MP for Calgary West, has 
identifi ed post-secondary issues 
in need of attention in the coming 
years.

Voter turnout in the 2008 general 
election was 58 per cent. Only 38 
per cent of those aged 18–24, how-
ever, turned out to cast their vote — 
20 per cent less than the population 
at large. 

Elections Canada spokesperson 
John Enright was hopeful about in-
creased youth voter turnout for this 
election.

“We don’t have results from this 
election yet, but we are encouraged 
because youth seemed to be more 
engaged this election,” said Enright. 
“Th ere were a lot more vocalization 
among youth about voting.”

Enright cited vote mobs and ral-
lies as a positive way for youth to 
engage.

“But whether or not those trans-

lated to actual votes, I don’t know,” 
he said.

Elections Canada does not have 
data on youth voter turnout for the 
most recent election. Overall voter 
turnout, however, increased 3.5 per 
cent.

U of C students conducted a vote 
mob on April 13. Students’ Union 
president Dylan Jones said approxi-
mately 100 students turned out for 
the rally.

“Vote mob was really exciting,” 
said Jones. “You don’t see a lot of 
rallies at the University of Calgary.”

Jones believes students care and 
realize it is important to vote.

Elections Canada is currently 
trying to determine what keeps 
young people away from the ballot 
box.

“Youth are telling us they lead 
busy lives, they don’t have time, 
they don’t understand the process, 
it means nothing to them, it has 
no relevancy to them,” said Enright.

In order to make voting more ac-
cessible for youth, Elections Canada 
is focusing their eff orts on kids un-
der the age of 18.

“We just launched a program 
in Ontario where we are putting a 
module on democracy and elections 
into the curriculum,” said Enright.

Currently Alberta does not have 
this program but the Ontario teach-
er kits are available to any teacher in 
the country.

Conservative MP Rob Anders was 
re-elected for a sixth term in Cal-

gary West, the U of C’s riding.
With 39,996 votes Anders beat 

his next competitor by more than 
28,000 votes.

“Obviously Calgary West wanted 
to see us carry on with a low tax 

plan to grow the economy and cre-
ate jobs,” said Anders.

Anders said he understands what 
students want when they leave uni-
versity. “Th ey come out, they want 
to get a job, they want to pay down 
their student loans.”

Anders plans to work with the 
government to make textbooks tax 
deductible as well as introduce tax-
free scholarships and bursaries.

“Th e Conservative government is 
also working at enhancing the Can-
ada student loan program for part- 
time students,” said Anders. “If you 
are somebody who is looking to go 
back to school but is still doing part 
time work because you have bills to 
pay you can access Canada student 
loans, whereas years past, it was 
more diffi  cult.”

Th e SU is working with the Ca-
nadian Alliance of Students As-
sociation to lobby the government 
to eliminate parental contribution 
expectations when applying for stu-
dent loans.

Jones said the government has 
taken interest in the CASA policy 
and has hopes for its success.

“It is kind of exciting that we have 
such a strong presence of Calgary in 
Ottawa now. We are really excited to 
make this happen,” said Jones.

Andréa Rojas
Entertainment Editor

If you happen to see an ultra-
modern-looking vehicle making 
its way down Alberta’s highways 
this week, it won’t be stopping for 
gas. Th is car is powered complete-
ly by the energy of the sun.

Last Friday, the University of 
Calgary Solar Team took their 
Schulich Axiom solar car for an 
eight-day province-wide tour  — 

the Schulich Axiom Alberta Tour.
Th irty engineering students 

from the U of C built the car in fall 
2010 and started on repairs and 
improvements Jan. 2011.

SAAT is being conducted partly 
in anticipation of the World Solar 
Challenge in October.

“[WSC] is basically a 3,000 km 
race across the Australian outback 
from Darwin to Adelaide over the 
period of a week,” said WSC engi-
neering manager and project co-

chair Jeff  Wickenheiser. “From the 
engineering side, [SAAT] is about 
testing the car and testing the 
drivers, as well making sure they 
are ready to handle basically any-
thing so we can keep running as 
fast as possible.” 

Forty teams from around the 
world will compete in WSC.

Solar Team Faculty advisor 
Dr. Lynne Cowe-Falls explained 
the signifi cance of having drivers 
ready to compete in the grueling 

Australian race.
“It’s very diff erent to be in the 

race than to try to plan for the 
race. Th at routine, that grind of 
getting up early every morning, 
having to charge the car, always 
being on your game — getting 
used to that will prepare the team 
for what they will have in Austra-
lia.”

“Th e big diff erence is that in 
Australia it’s one straight road 
across the country and there’s not 

a lot of little communities [on the 
way], so they’re going to have to 
be a lot more resourceful,” said 
Cowe-Falls.

Ensuring driver readiness for 
the Australian race isn’t the only 
mandate of SAAT.

“[SAAT] has a couple diff er-
ent purposes,” said Wickenheiser. 
“It’s also a very educational tour. 
We have lots of plans to stop in at 
schools in rural Alberta.”

Student issues addressed in election

Solar cars race across Alberta in preparation for Australia 

“

Gauntlet fi le photo

Students show they care at the University of Calgary vote mob.

  see  Solar cars,  page 4  
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Amy Badry
News Editor

On April 26 the Univer-
sity of Calgary campus 
community gathered to 

acknowledge professors with out-
standing accomplishments in the 
teaching arena.

Sixteen faculty members along 
with two teaching assistants re-
ceived a Teaching Excellence 
Award. Seven faculty members 
were inducted into the Hall of 
Fame, which recognizes profes-
sors who have won the award mul-
tiple times.

Th e award is for professors who 
have made a signifi cant impres-
sion on students’ academic and 
personal growth. A committee 
containing Students’ Union vice-
president academic, faculty rep-
resentatives, staff  members and 
students at large is conceived an-
nually to look at professors nomi-
nated and decide the winners.

Quality of teaching, enthusiasm 
and knowledge of the subject mat-
ter are considered.

Professors need at least fi ve 
nominations from their class to be 
considered for the award.

Shane Halasz, a TA for General 
Studies 300, was one of the two 
TAs to be awarded a Teaching Ex-

cellence Award.
“It was a very humbling experi-

ence,” said Halasz, who was nomi-
nated previously but did not win. 
“I think I require of my students to 
give as much as they can to create 
a positive class experience.”

Halasz, who admitted he always 
hated school before he came to 
university, said he considers him-
self more a guide than a teacher.

“I think that I sort of allow stu-
dents to bring out of themselves 
what is already there and needs to 

be fostered rather than imposing 
my own viewpoint and interpreta-
tion,” said Halasz.

Halasz said a successful class-
room experience relies on stu-
dents. “If the discussion starts 
rolling and the magic starts hap-
pening that is more them than 
me.”

VP academic Ola Mohajer said 
Teaching Excellence Awards are 
important for both students and 
professors.

“Students will be able to see 
which of their professors are ex-
celling beyond the norm and for 
professors it defi nitely matters 
when it comes to their promo-
tions,” said Mohajer.

Teaching Excellence Awards 
have been conducted by the SU for 
27 years. Award winners receive a 
$500 personal prize and a $1000 
donation on the winner’s behalf to 
the University of Calgary Library 
or Teaching and Learning Centre.

Additional criteria for the 
Teaching Excellence Awards in-
clude professors who challenge 
and motivate students, support 
learning beyond the classroom, 
passionate professors who em-
ploy innovative and exceptional 
teaching practices and professors 
who inspires curiosity and critical 
thinking in students.

Education and outreach is one 
      mandate of the Solar Team.

“By going to all these elemen-
tary and junior high schools, we 
want to inspire in them an interest 
in science and technology, and of 
course the U of C,” said Wicken-
heiser. “We’re all about sustain-
ability.”

Increasing youth interest in sus-
tainability through SAAT could 
also have implications for the fu-
ture of the U of C.

“We would rather have the top 
students in the province go to the 
University of Calgary instead of 
the University of Alberta, so it’s 
also a big recruitment thing,” said 
Cowe-Falls. “We’re in the energy 
capital of Canada, and we’re pro-
moting a sustainable technology. 
Taking the next step into the next 
realm of sustainability when we’re 
in the heart of oil and gas is what 
we’re about academically.”

It’s clear that one of the strengths 

of the Solar Team is its promotion 
of inter-faculty cooperation. 

“Th e engineering team is re-
sponsible for building a function-
ing solar car, and the business 
team is essentially responsible for 
everything else, from budgeting 
[and] accounting [to] making sure 
that we’re getting out in the com-
munity enough and that we have 
the right amount of exposure at 
the right times,” explained events 
manager and Haskayne student 
Brigitte Sullivan.

“It’s real-world experiential 
learning,” said Cowe-Falls. “Th is is 
not in the textbooks. For the engi-
neers, it’s the construction of this 
car; for the business team, it’s the 
actual management of a $650,000 
project. It’s real-world application 
of their knowledge.”

For Sullivan, the autonomy 
given to the entirely student-run 
Solar Team is what encourages its 
members to expand their techni-

cal and professional skills.
“We are allowed to make our 

own mistakes and learn from 
those mistakes,” said Sullivan. “I 
think that’s what the whole proj-
ect comes down to  — experien-
tial learning by doing. I think that 
Schulich has done a really good 
job in understanding that.”

It is clear that the Solar Team 
would not be in existence without 
student initiative.

“We do year-round recruiting, 
so if anyone is interested in join-
ing the team, we’re always open 
to letting new people come in,” 
said Sullivan. “If they’re willing to 
learn, then we’re defi nitely willing 
to teach. Even just coming out and 
supporting us wherever we are is 
always a great help too.”

Excellent teachers given awards 

Solar cars, cont’d from page 3

Courtesy the Students’ Union

Teaching Assistant Theron Davis was awarded an honorable 
mention at the annual SU Teaching Excellence Award  ceremony. 

Tour progress can be tracked at www.calgarysol-
arteam.ca. All inquiries can be directed toward 

publicrelations@calgarysolarteam.ca.

Teaching Excellence 
Award Winners

Faculty of Arts 
Raymond Gunter
Aritha van Herk
William Laing
Shawn Marshall
Faculty of Science 
Yousry Elsabrouty
Robert Barclay
Schulich School 
of Engineering
Norman Bartley
Steven Kyle Boyd
Haskayne School of Business    
Teri Bryant
Robert Schulz
Faculty of Education
 Marianne Burgess
Faculty of Nursing
 Tracey Clancy
Faculty of Veterinary 
Medicine
Emma Read
Faculty of Medicine
Mayi Arcellana-Panlilio
Faculty of Social Work
Mishka Lysack
Faculty of Kinesiology
Brad Kilb
Teaching Assistant
Michelle Stan
Shane Halasz
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Resulting from our proxim-
ity and shared language, 
American culture unceas-

ingly disseminates into Canada; 
the hyper-sensationalist orgiastic 
model of American media is no 
exception. Th e Sun News Net-
work is the latest instantiation of 
the noisy, polarized news media 
that has taken foot in our nation, 
mimicking the monstrous Fox 
News Channel. Canadians from 
all walks of life should be out-
raged that such a visibly negative 
force such as the Sun News Net-
work operates as easily as it does 
north of the 49th parallel. Due to 
their utter disregard for journal-
istic accuracy and integrity, gross 
sexism, blatant right-wing agenda 
and their affi  nity for fear monger-
ing, the Sun News Network should 
be considered Canada’s current, 

crowning embarrassment. 
Having been rightly denied a 

Category One license from the 
CRTC (which would have made 
the channel mandatory on ca-
ble and satellite across Canada 
as CTV News Channel and CBC 
News Network are), following a 
slew of controversy including al-
legations that Prime Minister Ste-
phen Harper had attempted to in-
timidate CRTC management into 
fast-tracking the new channel’s li-
cence, the Sun News Network was 
granted a Category Two specialty 
license in November. Th e chan-
nel, brandishing the slogan “We’re 
On Your Side,” was launched on 
April 18th, 2011 to the sound of 
“O Canada,” followed by an intro-
duction by Krista Erickson and 
her breasts, which coincided with 
her appearance in the Calgary 
Sun’s depraved ‘sunshine girl’ sec-
tion for that same day, and then a 
few hours featuring a loud buzz-
ing sound emanating from a hot-
air balloon that looked suspi-
ciously like the hyper-right-wing 

pundit Ezra Levant. 
Shortly following their launch, 

the Sun News Network promptly 
and thoroughly discredited them-
selves as being trustworthy sourc-
es of news by engaging in smear 
campaigns of politicians Jack Lay-
ton and Michael Ignatieff , occur-
ring during the fi nal critical week 
of the 2011 federal election. Th ey 
fallaciously and maliciously ac-
cused Jack Layton of having been 
caught by police in a brothel in 
1996. Th ey fallaciously and mali-
ciously accused Michael Ignatieff  
of having a role in the 2003 Amer-
ican invasion of Iraq, showing 
a photo of someone close in ap-
pearance to Ignatieff  posing with 
American soldiers in Kuwait. 

Following in the footsteps of 
their American foil Fox News 
Channel, the Sun News Network 
misrepresents Canadians with a 
primetime line-up of fi ve of the 
most bitter and blinkered mid-
dle-aged white males that money 
can buy: David Akin, Brian Lil-
ley, Charles Adler, Th eo Caldwell 

and Ezra Levant. Th ese fi ve an-
gry white men, who have all been 
long-time right-wing commenta-
tors or important members, or 
both, of the Conservative Party 
of Canada, are ‘balanced’ with 
the blonde miss Krista Erickson, 
who, according to her ‘sunshine 
girl’ write-up is, “rarin’ to go . . . 
unapologetically patriotic and not 
afraid to call it like it is.” While 
it could certainly be argued that 
Canada is in need of a few fresh 
faces — aft er all, Peter Mansbridge 
of the CBC and Lloyd Robertson of 
the CTV are both rather tiresome 

— the Sun News Network fails 
to provide anything close to this. 
Th eir hosts are, at best, washed-
up noise-makers willing to spew 
“hard news and straight talk” for 
a quick buck.

Th e Sun News Network’s de-
liberate presentation of false or 
misleading information, their 
boys room prime-time line-up, 
their skewed understanding of 
the word ‘patriotism,’ their openly 
right-wing prejudices and their 
American-media-commentary 
style fear-mongering should deep-
ly trouble the hearts of Canadians.

Remi Watts
Opinions Editor

Erin Shumlich
Sports Editor

After a tough road getting 
there, running back Matt 
Walker is ecstatic with the 

recent CFL draft results that give 
him a bright future to look forward 
to.

Unlike fi ve peers who were 
drafted beside him, he decided 
to defer his play in the pros after 
long deliberation. Last Wednesday 
he announced to the Calgary Her-
ald his intentions of going back to 
school to fi nish his degree and see 
through his football eligibility at 
the university level before going to 
the big leagues. 

“It was a really tough decision, 
defi nitely really stressful,” said 
Walker. “Especially right before 
the draft, knowing there was a 
good chance I wouldn’t be drafted 
because of [the decision]. I had a 
few moments after announcing it 
that I felt a lot of regret and nervous 
about my future.”

In a press release, Dinos head 
coach Blake Nill said he supports 

Walker’s decision. 
“Matt will play in the CFL if he 

wants to. I’m sure of that.”
While Walker is unsure if his 

teammates will return to fi nish 
their degrees, they are defi nitely 
taking the fall semester off to play 
in the CFL. 

“Unfortunately, in my case I 
have to complete my courses in 
succession so I wouldn’t be able to 
take the semester off. I would have 
to take them in the fall or withdraw 
from the program so that’s what 
had me in a bind.”

The room of players anxiously 
awaiting to hear their name called 
on draft night slowly turned into a 
room of cheer after all six players 
on the board were drafted. Team-
mate wide receiver Anthony Park-
er was drafted third overall and 
wide receiver Nathan Coehoorn 
fi fth to the Calgary Stampeders 
and Edmonton Eskimos respec-
tively. Three Dinos, all offensive 
linemen, were drafted in round 
four: Paul Swiston to the Blue 
Bombers, Alexander Krausnick-
Groh to the Roughriders and Reed 

Alexander to the Alouettes. 
Walker was drafted in the fi fth 

round, 34th overall.
“It’s pretty huge,” said Walker. 

“I did drop a few rounds in the draft, 
which is fi ne but the main point is 
that I came out a draftee. It honestly 
couldn’t have worked out better, I 
am just extremely happy. Basically 
it was the perfect scenario for me, 
with Calgary drafting me and how 
they view me on their team and as 
a future prospect, so being able to 
take that year is huge for me and I 
am glad they were willing to do it 
that way.”

A huge part of Walker’s decision 
came because of the infl exibility of 
his degree in petroleum land man-
agement. 

“Originally, I wanted to go into 
geology because my brother did it,” 
he said. “I ended up realizing geol-
ogy wasn’t the most feasible option 
with playing ball so I switched into 
business. I could stay in oil and gas 
and have the geology part as well 
which worked out really nice.”

Walker will be joining Parker for 
the Stampeders camp in June and 

playing pro for the 2012 season af-
ter he fi nishes school. 

“I am going to play ball as long as 
my body or skills allow me to. I will 
defi nitely go back to working in the 
oil and gas industry,” Walker said. 

Matt Walker was drafted to the CFL.

David Moll/Dino Athletics

Dino puts dream on hold

o p i n i o n s
Sun News: five white bigots and a set of tits

Competition in 
Calgary rises, 
cont’d from cover
Th e three-year probationary pe-
riod allows the Cougars an op-
portunity to hone their skills. Th e 
Dinos have faced off  against the 
Cougars in exhibition games, but 
Mike Boyles, U of C athletics asso-
ciate director, said two teams in the 
same league, both competing in 
Calgary, is a big step to get a wider 
range of supporters. 

“Obviously with the Dinos as a 
strong competition, it opens up a 
natural rivalry,” said Boyles. “Hav-
ing two universities in the same 
league can look at greater recogni-
tion within the city. Mount Royal 
has pretty good support right now 
from the college league, but by 
joining Canada West this will nat-
urally increase.” 

Th e University of British Colum-
bia Okanagan was also granted pro-
bationary membership to CWUAA 
for their basketball and volleyball 
teams starting this fall. A decision 
to grant the University of Northern 
British Columbia membership was 
deferred until June aft er further in-
formation was requested.
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Entertainment Editor

They play Super Nintendo, go to hip-
hop shows on the weekends and their 
lead singer also plays the ukulele. All 

the characteristics of your quirky next-door 
neighbour kid are, interestingly enough, the 
eclectic elements that come together to form 
the endearingly aggressive metalcore act Fall 
City Fall.

To the untrained ear, it might seem as if 
metalcore, a delightfully belligerent fusion 
of metal and hardcore, does little more than 
channel pubescent angst into spastic snare 
lines. However, Fall City Fall’s purposeful ap-
propriation of distortion makes their riff s as 
elegant as the algebra they did in high school, 
and this type of irony is the kind with fangs. 
Having commenced a nationwide tour this 
past Friday (which includes 12 shows in cit-
ies as far away as Montreal, with a stop in 
Saskatoon for the travelling hardcore festival 
MazzFest), Fall City Fall is preparing to sink 
their teeth into Canada while promoting 
their fi rst full-length album, 1629.

Th e Calgary sextet, consisting of vocal-
ists Keenan Pylychaty and Nathan Zorn, 
guitarists Scott Olyphant and Jordan Storey, 
bassist Rick Griffi  ths and drummer Andrew 
Higgins, has collected over 2,000 fans on 

Facebook, many of them in their early-to-
mid-teens. When speaking of what draws 
a predominantly adolescent crowd to their 
sound, Pylychaty considers their subgenre 
an emotional outlet.

“I can’t really classify metalcore; it’s just 
music from the heart to me,” he says. “Per-
sonally, I got really involved in music be-
cause it took the stress right off . I got into a 
little bit of trouble when I was a kid [and] this 
music just helped me stay focused. I could . 
. . go to a show [and] forget everything that 

was wrong. You can lose yourself in it. Th at’s 
what really pulled me into [metalcore]. You 
can just feel it.”

Fall City Fall favour the inclusiveness of 
the metalcore subgenre to the exclusivity that 

has characterized the two genres to which it 
owes its existence.

“I think a lot of people are turned off  by 
metal and hardcore,” explains Zorn. “It 
doesn’t matter what you listen to, what you 
like, [or] who you are . . .  no one’s here to 
judge you. I think a lot of people in hardcore 
are very judgmental so that [turns] a lot of 
people away, but the people who come [to 
our shows] have a good time.”

Th is is further refl ected in the band’s own 
name. “[Fall City Fall] is just a group of peo-

ple coming together to face a common evil, 
like ‘we’ll tear this city apart, we’ll do what-
ever, we’ll stand together as one,’” explains 
Pylychaty.

Interestingly, their barely-into-their-
twenties aggression seems to add a certain 
lightness to their heavy sound, although this 
hardly detracts from its substance. It’s more 
of an indication that it’s impossible for them 
to go anywhere but forward, musically.

“Even in our scene we’re pretty diff erent 
because we’re not a monotonous fret-one-
chug breakdown band,” says Zorn. “A lot of 
stuff  in our genre is really generic and over-
done and boring, so I think we try to set our-
selves apart from that.”

And although that neighbour kid might be 
trying to beat Super Mario World while ser-
enading you on his ukulele, he has a single-
ness of purpose.

“If you’re having fun, [the] kids will be 
having fun too,” says Griffi  ths.

Fall City 

Thrash-inducing metalcore sounder than metropolitan infrastructure

Fall

    I can’t really classify metalcore; it’s just music 
from the heart to me. That’s what really pulled me 
into [metalcore]. You can just feel it.“

Listen to tracks from Fall City Fall’s album 1629 at 
myspace.com/fallcityfall.

– Keenan Pylychaty, vocalist

courtesy Reuben Krabbe
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Scientifi c knowledge and 
childlike wonder aren’t mutu-
ally exclusive, especially when 

they’re combined by artist Luke Lu-
kasewich into the pieces that will 
comprise his upcoming gallery ex-
hibition, the aptly titled “Renewal.”

 Th e collection, to be unveiled at 
Calgary’s Axis Contemporary Art 
gallery this week, is characterized 
by eclecticism and experimenta-
tion, incorporating diverse pieces 
everywhere from metal sculptures 
of feathers to robots made from 
discarded light fi xtures.

“I’ve always experimented. Since 
I was very young, I always experi-
mented with material.

“My expression is always chang-
ing. It’s just working out ideas in 
diff erent materials.”

Th e Alberta College of Art and 
Design-educated sculptor de-
scribes his most recent collection 
as reminiscent of the Art Nouveau 
and the later Art Deco movements, 
with an interesting twist   — all of his 
creations are made from recycled 
materials.

“I’m using the prefi x ‘re-’ — re-
new, recycle, re-paint, rejuvenate 
— all these processes I go through,” 
says Lukasewich of the title of his 
forthcoming exhibition.

Th e longtime Alberta resident 
operates out of a studio named 
“Steel, Stone and Bone” (aft er 
his three preferred media) near 
downtown Cochrane, which also 
happens to be nestled next to the 

source of the physical material for 
his creations.

“Th e store next door is a recycle 
store, and I get all the old lamps, 
brass and metal, and I’m saving 
them to make stuff . It’s called Reno 
Heaven, and you donate stuff  you 
don’t want that you’re recycling 
from renovation, and then other 
people come in and buy it at a dis-
count, and the money goes to Habi-
tat for Humanity.”

“Th ese are made from lamps, 
overhead fans and chandeliers,” 
says Lukasewich of his creations.

Lukasewich’s work primarily de-
rives its inspiration from a number 
of diverse elements from the artist’s 
own personal history.

“When I was younger I was 
studying geometry and working 
with line and illusion,” says Lukas-
ewich. “For years I built dinosaur 
skeletons, [but] two million bones 
and twenty years later, I was done 
with dinosaurs. So about a year and 
a half ago, I started to go away from 
geometric line and get inspiration 
from nature and science fi ction and 
just make some stuff  [and] have 
fun.”

Lukasewich fi nds artistic free-
dom in no longer having to create 
sculptures true to a specifi c prede-
termined form. Th e artistic works 
in Lukasewich’s diverse collection 
now transform the symmetry of 
human-made objects into repre-
sentations of nature and whimsical 
inventions alike, primarily using 
the elements of line and space.

“[I’m] using existing material to 
make a structure, to make a 3-D 

form. It’s just drawing — I’m draw-
ing in space. I built houses for 15 
years and I loved the structure [and] 
the skeletal framing of a house, and 
that’s what all this is — it’s framing.”

Despite its eclecticism, however, 
the sculptor’s most recent collec-
tion is far from miscellaneous. Lu-
kasewich views the creation of his 
art as a problem-solving process as 
opposed to a pursuit of the aestheti-
cally pleasing.

“I set up a project or a problem 
for myself. [Th e collection’s focal 
piece] is a tricycle and it’s recum-
bent. I call [it] my ‘rest cycle’ or 
‘Light Speed’ because I’m using 
lamp parts. I lay down and pedal. 
And that was my problem to solve. 
For [another piece], it was to make 
a cycle for two people. I set a prob-
lem and go in a direction to solve 
it,” explains Lukasewich.

“Mixed media is just what I want 

to express or a problem I want to 
solve.”

With future projects ranging 
from transforming an abandoned 
wheelchair into a Roman chariot to 
experimenting with coloured glass, 
the strength of Lukasewich’s art is 
in its freedom of form and lack of 
commitment to any particular ar-
tistic style.

“Using the things people cast off  
and making new things — it’s great, 
it’s an inspiration.”

When asked if his work weaves 
together any common creative 
theme, Lukasewich says “No. It’s 
just all new stuff , a new direction. 
Each piece leads into the next one
 . . .  it’s a creative process.”

“Th e key word is ‘fun’. ”

Steel, stone and bone
Cochrane sculptor Luke Lukasewich brings eclectic collection to Calgary

Film review:
The Conspirator
Morgan Shandro
Illustrations Editor

Most people know of the 
historic assassination 
of Abraham Lincoln by 

John Wilkes Booth in 1865. For 
those of us not studying American 
history, however, our knowledge of 
the event may stop there. Th is is of-
ten the case with history, where the 
main players are usually the ones 
most remembered, and the people 
on the sidelines are more eas-
ily forgotten. Th e Conspirator is an 
American fi lm based on a true story 
that seeks to bring some of these 

people into the light. It focuses on 
the trial of Mary Surratt, the moth-
er of Booth’s right-hand man. Even 
though the evidence against Mary 
is minimal, she is forced to stand in 
front of a military tribunal instead 
of going through a civilian trial, the 
former of which is more harshly 
judged and more lenient regarding 
evidence. Frederick Aiken, a soldier 
for the North during the Civil War 
who becomes a lawyer, reluctantly 
agrees to defend her. He soon real-
izes that her trial is being manipu-
lated in order to try and convict her, 
and all the evidence against her is

see Conspirator, page 8

Lukasewich’s “Light Speed” is made of discarded lamp parts.

Renewal is showing at Axis Contemporary Art from 
May 14 to June 2. Visit axisart.ca for more details.

courtesy Erin Devenny
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MTV’s Jersey Shore has 
served as a lightning 
rod for social com-

mentary on the rise of the bar-
frequenting, working-class Ital-
ian-American male commonly 
known as the guido. Critics reg-
ularly lampoon the show, com-
plaining that it promotes a litany 
of unbecoming behaviours such 
as belligerence, binge drinking 
and belligerent binge drinking. 
Despite the words of naysayers, 
the guido stereotype, as well as 
that of the “choch,” its not-so-dis-
tant cousin, have recently enjoyed 
increased scrutiny and have been 
both emulated and disparaged as 

their popularity has grown.
Brendan Prost, a Calgarian 

studying fi lm and communica-
tions at Simon Fraser University, 
explores these aforementioned 
stereotypes in a new fi lm quite 
simply titled Choch. Th e movie 
follows a central character, Zack 
White, who is torn between the 
violent, womanizing persona he 
presents on a regular basis and his 
calmer, more refl ective inner self.

“Th e fi lm is a character portrait 
of what seems to be a very stereo-
typical ‘choch’ character from Jer-
sey Shore and [the viral YouTube 
video] ‘My New Haircut’ — the 
chauvinistic, self-obsessed, mas-
ochistic sexist jerk that you see at 
the bar,” says Prost. “But it’s kind 
of a breaking down of that stereo-

type. It’s a suggestion that the way 
we perceive people is not actually 
indicative of who they are on the 
inside.”

Th e discrepancy between who 
you are and who people think 
you are is one of the key motifs 
of the fi lm, and Prost perceives 
this as an inherently problematic 
subject. Th ough his work is titled 
Choch, and Prost deals with the 
ideas that surround that particu-
lar stereotype, the fi lm is broader 
in its aim.

“I was really interested in the 
idea of someone being perceived 
as an ugly person,” says Prost. 
“Th at notion that all anyone ever 
knows about you is what you 
communicate to them. Th ere’s an 
inner person that is mostly good 

in everyone, and so how does 
anyone ever become a nasty, ugly 
person? Oft en, it’s just a general 
error in communication.”

Th e fi lm is built around the 
character of the ‘choch’ as he is 
presented with the choice to take 
one of two distinctly diff erent life 
courses.

“It’s using this personality type 
that we’re all familiar with to ex-
plore what it’s like to be dishon-
est or to have fallen into a kind of 
personality that you don’t feel ac-
curately represents who you are,” 
says Prost. “Eventually, he’s con-
fronted by this choice between 
his fears and anxieties of being 
by himself and losing the people 
around him he fi nds acceptance 
in, and the unknown of doing 

something new and potentially 
feeling better about himself, but 
losing what he once had.”

Prost’s character-driven fi lm 
will provide much for its audi-
ence to mull over — regardless of 
which camp they fall into on the 
subject of Jersey Shore.

Choch: If “The Situation” explored his inner self

only circumstantial. In addition, 
he suspects that she is being tried 
in an attempt to have her son, 
John Surratt, turn himself in to 
save her.

Th e movie largely focuses on 
these injustices and Aiken’s reac-
tions towards them. Problems are 
presented, but no solution to them 
is given. Aiken argues with oth-
ers about the inequalities occur-

ring and tries to convince them 
to fi x the situation, but his words 
just continue falling on deaf ears. 
While it is clear that the fi lmmak-
ers have made a good eff ort to 
keep the fi lm’s plot development 
historically accurate, they con-
centrate so much on the minute 
details and intricacies of the trial 
that they overlook other aspects 
of the aft ermath of Lincoln’s assas-

sination that might have provided 
moviegoers with some more ex-
citement.

Th is movie might have worked 
better as a documentary, given its 
subject matter, instead of the fi lm-
makers’ attempt to turn it into a 
drama. Developments such as the 
romance between Aiken and his 
girlfriend, who seems to disap-
pear once he starts being looked 

down upon for defending Mary 
Surratt and is never mentioned 
again, are touched upon but do 
not provide enough side plot to be 
entertaining or relevant. Th ey end 
up simply distracting the viewer 
from the movie’s main message, 
which is simply a long, drawn-
out explanation of the way certain 
people were willing to turn a blind 
eye to the justice system to avenge 

Abraham Lincoln’s assassination.
Overall, Th e Conspirator may be 

worth a watch if the fi eld of Amer-
ican history is in your personal 
or academic interest. Otherwise, 
skip it and go for a movie that is 
very historically accurate and full 
of explosions. Like Pirates of the 
Caribbean, perhaps.

Conspirator, cont’d from page 7

The Conspirator opens at the Globe Cinema May 13.

Calgary indie fi lmmaker delves into paradox of stereotype and reality 

from Choch, courtesy Brendan Prost

Choch opens at the Uptown Stage and Screen 
May 14.
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