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Brigette DePape’s protest 
during Friday’s Speech 
from the Th rone has drawn 

a good deal of discussion across 
the country — too much, some 
say, calling it merely a publicity 
stunt for herself. As the speech 
was being read to the Senate on 
June 3rd, the 21-year-old who 
had been a senatorial page since 
last August stood in silence in the 
centre of the senate fl oor  holding 
a mock stop-sign that read “Stop 
Harper!” DePape was promptly 
removed both from the senate 
chamber and her post as a senato-
rial page.  Such a stunt, although 
surprising, has been a longtime 
coming. 

Th e federal election earlier this 
year was similar to past elections 
in that youth were eff ectively ig-
nored. Sooner or later, a young 

person hoping to make a diff er-
ence would tire of not getting 
anywhere and, with nowhere else 
to turn, would do something to 
attract some attention. Th ere’s 
reason to hope others don’t follow 
her lead — the Senate still has to 
do whatever it does when not lis-
tening to speeches from the gov-
ernor-general. But DePape is not 
alone among young people fed up 
with disrespect from the political 
community. 

One ought to be careful confer-
ring praise onto DePape. Anyone 
recognized by Michael Moore af-
ter a political stunt, as DePape has 
been, should be lauded cautiously. 
Nevertheless, we feel strongly that 
DePape’s protest, whether liked or 
not, is indicative of a signifi cantly 
high and ubiquitous level of disre-
spect and ill-treatment of Canada’s 

young adults by its own govern-
ment. Telling are the words of the 
bloated-bureaucrat Jason Kenney 
— Minister of Citizenship, Immi-
gration and Multiculturalism and 
Member of Parliament for Calgary 
Southeast — who, rather than giv-
ing the situation a fair assessment, 
dismissed DePape as a “left y kook.”

For our generation, being 
young in Canada has meant be-
ing disrespected. It has meant 
living under governments not 
interested in providing resources 
vital for growth, safety or learn-
ing. Governments have failed to 
establish any policies to fi x the 
high youth unemployment rate. 
For those of us from Alberta, 
growing up meant bearing an 
education system decimated by 
Klein-era cutbacks. For all Cana-
dian youth it has meant feeling 

utterly powerless and voiceless 
in the face of Chrétien’s draining 
and drawn out domination. And 
now it means dealing with a Con-
servative government who, in the 
recent election, alienated many 
university students in their attack 
on on-campus voting, have cut 
arts funding and then reappropri-
ated it for military spending and 
whose 54 per cent majority seat 
power comes from only 39.6 per 
cent electoral support. Further 
still, the party has consistently 
pandered to middle-aged wealthy 
white men. You do not need to be 
a ‘left y-kook’ to be capable of re-
alizing that the voice of Canadian 
young adults has not been heard 
— and at a time when it is needed 
more than ever. 

. . Gauntlet Editorial Board

Stop! In the name of ‘Gov’
Page’s protest a refl ection of youth generation’s political attitude
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SlutWalk, the event that is cap-
turing Canada by storm, will 
no longer be taking place in 

Calgary. Th e event was a protest 
to the blame-the-victim attitude 
many people hold and a way to 
raise awareness about sexual as-
sault. 

Event organizer Nicole Brady 
announced the cancellation of 
SlutWalk Calgary on May 31. Th e 
event was cancelled due to “logis-
tical diffi  culties, the inability to 
secure insurance and liability con-
cerns.”  

“Th e inability to secure insur-
ance was the reason we decided to 
cancel,” Brady said in an email. “As 
the main organizer of the event I 
am not willing to take personal li-
ability for people’s safety.”

She said if someone were to get 
hurt at the event, it would be her 
personal responsibility. “As a stu-
dent and a new homeowner I am 
personally not equipped to be able 
to take up that responsibility.”

Th e worldwide movement was 
sparked when Toronto police of-
fi cer Michael Sanguinetti ventured 
onto the campus of York Univer-
sity with a warning message for 
students: “I’ve been told I’m not 
supposed to say this,” he stated in 
January. “However, women should 
avoid dressing like sluts in order 
not to be victimized.”

He later apologized for his com-
ment, but it was not enough for 
Sonya Barnett, who organized the 
fi rst SlutWalk in Toronto, an event 
in protest of Sanguinetti’s state-
ment. More than 3,000 ‘sluts’ took 
to the streets on April 3. 

Since then, over 70 satellite 
walks have been organized.

Th e event website states “To-
ronto police have perpetuated the 

myth and stereotype of the slut, 
and in doing so have failed us.”

SlutWalk Calgary was affi  liated 
with the original Toronto walk but 
with its own intent of ending the 
culture of blame towards sexual as-
sault survivors. It also planned to 
focus on changing the way sexual 
assaults are dealt with by the justice 
system and raising awareness of 
sexual assault within communities.

However, some Calgarians are 
happy the event has been cancelled.

When Calgary SlutWalk orga-
nizers announced CJAY 92 and the 
Forbes and Friends Morning show 
as offi  cial sponsors, it was met with 
outrage from some community 
members.

A Facebook page dubbed “In-
dividuals Against CJAY 92’s Par-
ticipation in SlutWalk Calgary” 
stated, “In addition to being bla-
tantly misogynistic, CJAY 92 is also 
homophobic and racist, as can be 
evidenced in the plethora of con-

tent captured in various YouTube 
videos and CBSC decisions.”

Th e Facebook page states indi-
viduals are “uncomfortable in sup-
porting a cause whose intent is to 
dismantle the rape myths that help 
support rape culture, given that its 
offi  cial sponsor is a station that in 
the past has objectifi ed women, 
and uttered homophobic and rac-
ist remarks, and still continues to 
do so.” 

Th ere were 119 ‘likes’ for the 
page at time of press.

Heather McLean, who was go-
ing to attend SlutWalk Calgary, 
said although she is disappointed 
with the event’s cancellation, she 
thinks that a show that has made 
jokes about rape is an odd choice 
of sponsor.

“I don’t really know that having 
them as sponsors is 100 per cent 
a bad thing, so it’s not really that 
black and white to me,” she said . 
“My main displeasure is not over 
the sponsorship but over SlutWalk 
Calgary’s inability to reconcile 
its message with this station that 
doesn’t really seem to share the 
same values.”

CJAY 92 promotions director Me-
gan Gough said the station wanted 
to support SlutWalk because of the 
important message it was trying to 
send.

“Our messaging is light and fun,” 
said Gough. “We are not out there 
to exploit anyone and we felt that 
it was an important message to 
spread. We are very community 
involved.”

Calgarian Kolter Gordon said he 
fully supports the message behind 
SlutWalk, but was not planning to 
attend. He does not agree with how 
ralliers are advocating their mes-
sage.

“I think rape awareness and vic-
tim blame/shame is very impor-

SlutWalk walks away from protest

A women holds up a sign during SlutWalk Toronto in April 
protesting comments made by a Toronto police offi cer.

Anton Bielousov /Flickr 

SlutWalk Timeline
Why SlutWalk began, other unfortu-
nate events of victim blaming, opin-
ions on why SlutWalk is not an ap-
propriate rally, and where to expect 
upcoming walks. 

Jan. 24, 2011 – Toronto police offi cer 
warns girls on York campus to “avoid 
dressing like sluts in order not to be 
victimized.”
 
Feb. 18, 2011 – Manitoba Judge 
Robert Dewar’s decision to spare rap-
ist jail time sparks rally. He said the 
way the women dressed and acted 
may have led on her victimizer. “Sex 
was in the air,” he said.

April 3, 2011 – The fi rst SlutWalk 
takes place in Toronto. 

April 2011 – SlutWalk was em-
braced by the international commu-
nity, spreading throughout America, 
Canada, the United Kingdom and 
Australia.

May 8, 2011 – The Guardian runs an 
opinion piece by professor Gail Dines 
stating  “the focus on reclaiming the 
word slut fails to address the real is-
sue. The term slut is so deeply rooted 
in the patriarchal ‘madonna/whore’ 
view of women’s sexuality that it is 
beyond redemption.”
 
May 12, 2011 – Margaret Wente’s 
article is published in the Globe and 
Mail. She says “The highly educated 
young women who join SlutWalks are 
among the safest and most secure in 
the world. I guess they mean well. 
But really, they’re so … privileged.”

June 4, 2011 – SlutWalk takes place 
in Sao Paulo, Brazil.

Summer 2011 – Organizers in 
Mexico City, Amsterdam, Stock-
holm, New York City and Bishkek,  
Kyrgyzstan are currently planning 
SlutWalks.see slutwalk, page 4

SlutWalk Calgary cancels event, no insurance for rally

“I hear their mes-
sage but it’s not 
representative of the 
free thinking intel-
lectual women.”
– Niloufar A, 
fi rst-year biological 
science

“I get the point 
of the walk, but I 
mean, is that the 
most eff ective way?”
– Simon Taylor, 
fourth-year 
biochemistry

“Hmm, the name 
itself gives off  the 
wrong impression at 
fi rst.”
– Mark Ahenda, 
fi rst-year geology

“I can see why they 
would do it but 
I think there are 
diff erent ways to go 
about it.”
– Gift ii Girma, 
fourth-year urban 
studies

What do you think about the way SlutWalk presents its message?
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Kaye Coholan
Gauntlet News

Pedalling through Calgary was 
never so worry-free.

About 100 cyclists rolled 
through the city last Sunday escort-
ed by Calgary police motorcycles 
as part of Ride the Road, an event 
aimed at drawing attention to the 
city’s need for improved bicycle in-
frastructure.

Gary Beaton, president of the 
Calgary Tour de Nuit Society and 
organizer of the event, said Calgary 
is “a little behind” when it comes to 
making cycling safer and more ef-
fi cient.

When the city’s bike path system 
was designed in the 1970s, he said, 
large car sizes meant there was no 
room on the roads for bikes. “So the 
solution was to go into the ravines 
and rivers and build bike paths 
there,” Beaton said. “Th e legacy is 
a multiple-use pathway system but 
it’s not very functional for commut-
ing.”

Th is third annual tour was in-
spired by similar events in London, 
U.K. and Montreal, which have at-
tracted 85,000 and 14,000 partici-
pants respectively. In Calgary, each 

year there have been between 100 
and 200 cyclists. 

“If a million people turned out 
that would be a pretty good sign 
there’s a lot of interest in public in-
frastructure,” Beaton said.

But cycle paths and bike lanes 
are certainly on the minds of some 

Calgarians as the city prepares to 
release its cycling strategy, which 
has a connection to Ride the Road.

Former Calgary alderman Ric 
McIver, who cycled in Sunday’s 
event, was involved in tabling a 
proposal to look at speed limits and 
rules for the city’s shared pathways.

 “Council originally rejected it 
and later passed a motion that was 
almost identical,” McIver said in an 
interview.

McIver said he would like to see 
the addition of bike lanes to fi ft h 
and sixth avenues because the cur-
rent lanes on those streets are wider 
than necessary, though that pro-

posal was also rejected. 
“I thought it would create a few 

cycle lanes without a huge infra-
structure project,” he said. “I’m a 
fairly casual cyclist, but I do believe 
in providing choice for people, 
without making everybody angry 
on purpose.”

Th e event gave participants the 
unique opportunity to cycle on 
streets without having to compete 
with traffi  c. 

Normally, cycling in Calgary is 
not safe, said Beaton. “Th ere’s a 
huge element of luck as to who gets 
injured and who doesn’t. So far I’ve 
been lucky, but not everybody is.”

“Right now what’s happening is 
the cyclist takes 100 per cent of the 
risk of serious physical injury and 
the car driver takes none.”

University of Calgary professor 
David Layzell, who pedalled along-
side his wife in the event, said he 
fi nds cycling in Calgary relatively 
safe, but he would like to see im-
proved infrastructure.

“Th e problem I see is that we 
don’t have enough good bike routes 
through the city centre,” Layzell 
said. “So sometimes you’re riding 
on sidewalks and trying to fi nd 
tricks of how to get around safely.”

Layzell, who is also executive 
director of the Institute for Sus-
tainable Energy, Environment and 
Economy, said he has been a long-
time cyclist because of its health 
and environmental benefi ts. “As 
more people start to bike I think 
you’re going to fi nd the city will 
put more bikes lanes in and fi nd it 
more safe to do so.”

Unpredictable spring weather 
may have made some riders hesi-
tant to register for the event, but 
those who took part enjoyed blue 
skies and calm winds as they rode 
from the north and the south, be-
fore congregating in Stanley Park 
and travelling as a collective on a 
loop through downtown.

Riding like they own the road

tant, but when you promote your 
protest by dressing scantily clad, 
you are going to fi nd that people 
won’t take you seriously.”

Regardless, Kolter was let down 
by the event’s cancellation and 
supported CJAY’s involvement.

“CJAY’s main demographic is 
males 18–45, and that is exactly 
the audience that SlutWalk should 
be reaching out to,” said Kolter. “I 
believed that SlutWalk needed to 
be partnered closely with CJAY in 
order to ensure that the message 
was put out as originally intended, 
and to keep anyone from misrep-
resenting the event.”

He said his concerns were 
mostly related to Gerry Forbes’s 

inclusion, something Kolter was 
against because of his derogatory 
comments.

In a Calgary Herald article pub-
lished April 20, 2011, Forbes is 
quoted as saying “Is there a bet-
ter guy out there than one who 
can get the point across to young 
lads that it is not right to assault 
women?”

Distress Centre Calgary’s com-
munications manager Michelle 
Wickerson said she saw the event 
as a loss of opportunity but that 
resources are always available for 
victims.

“Recovering from an incident 
is a very real and present issue,” 
said Wickerson. “Th e idea was to 

combat the idea that the victim is 
at fault.

She said it is not about how peo-
ple are dressed. Violence is never 
justifi ed.

“Our intent for involvement was 
a great opportunity for promoting 
awareness,” said Wickerson. 

Angela Bladon, one of the project 
coordinators for SlutWalk Calgary 
said she stepped down a month be-
fore the walk was cancelled.

“I didn’t agree with the way 
SlutWalk Calgary was being man-
aged,” Bladon said in an email. 
“Since its cancellation, I have been 
working on putting together a new 
committee and arranging a re-
launch of the event.”

Professor David Layzell from the University of Calgary (left of centre) gets rolling June 5 in the Ride 
the Road tour, an event highlighting the city’s need for improved cycling infrastructure.

Kaye Coholan /the Gauntlet 

Third annual event draws attention to need for cycling infrastructure

SlutWalk cont’d from page 3

Those interested in learning more about the city’s 
cycling strategy can take part in CivicCamp public 
information sessions and workshops, including one 

at the University of Calgary at 7 pm on Monday, 
June 13 in Room 342 of the Earth Sciences Build-

ing. For more information visit www.civiccamp.org
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There will be no more set-
ting, bumping or spiking 
for the Golden Hawks. Af-

ter an extensive review of the ath-
letics and recreation program at 
Wilfred Laurier University in Wa-
terloo, Ont. the board decided to 
discontinue its men’s and women’s 
varsity volleyball programs due 
to lack of funding and in order to 
meet a rising demand for recre-
ational and intramural sports. Th e 
cut will free up $112,000 annually, 
part of which will go to keeping 
other varsity sports competitive. 

With cutbacks occurring all too 
rapidly, the University of Calgary 
has avoided any major program 
cuts like this one.

“Th is is a decision that no athlet-
ic director wants to make, to elimi-
nate an athletic department,” said 
Wilfred Laurier’s director of ath-
letics and recreation Peter Baxter. 
“But it is going to come into play 
a lot more and part of it is because 
resources are so scarce. McGill re-
cently cut their volleyball program 

and this is happening with aca-
demic programs as well.”

Baxter said that the decision had 
a lot to do with recession cutbacks 
and booming enrolment rates.

Th e decision initially caused 
outrage from the student popu-
lation, with a Facebook page of 
over 2,700 students rallying to 
bring it back. Baxter said aft er the 
immediate reaction, individuals 
have come to respect the intri-

cacy of the decision.
“Obviously the ones aff ected are 

devastated,” said Baxter. “Taking 
something that they love away is a 
diffi  cult decision, but we have been 
supportive of them from day one 
and will continue to do so.”

Overall, 30 student athletes 
will be aff ected, but scholarships 
will continue into the fall to help 

athletes continue pursuing their 
education at Wilfred Laurier or 
provide support for those athletes 
wishing to play volleyball else-
where or transition to other sports.

Th e decision came aft er all var-
sity sports were judged based on 
16 criteria, including strategic 
planning, leadership and coach-
ing, facilities and equipment, and 
recruitment. 

Laurier volleyball teams have 

struggled to be competitive and 
required doubling of funding in 
order to compete with top Canadi-
an universities. Th e board decided 
that without the fi nance at a level 
that they are able to compete, they 
must discontinue the program in 
order to strengthen other areas of 
need. Th e top teams in the CIS have 
about $250,000 while the Laurier 

volleyball teams budgeted under 
$65,000 each.

Intramural teams in the last 10 
years have increased more than 
155 per cent, and in 2009–10 there 
were approximately 830 partici-
pants on the wait list. 

“Th ese decisions are never taken 
lightly,” said U of C sports informa-
tion director Ben Matchett. “Lots 
of thought and consultation goes 
into these — they are never easy. 
From the sport’s perspective, vol-
leyball is actually biggest in West-
ern Canada. Most of the national 
champions over the last 15 years 
have been won by western teams. 
In Ontario, it’s not as big of a sport 
as it is in Western Canada. So los-
ing Laurier is obviously a blow 
but it’s not as signifi cant in the big 
picture — not to the level as a cut 
to a successful Western Canadian 
team.” 

Cutting programs like volleyball 
happens enough that it is worri-
some. Five years ago the University 
of New Brunswick cut its women’s 
hockey program. A quick decision 
over $60,000 caused a national 
outcry earlier this year when St. 

Mary’s cut women’s hockey within 
a couple of weeks of the season 
ending — eventually the university 
reversed its decision. 

In 2009, the U of C cut funding 
to fi eld hockey and men’s soccer. 
Although these teams still repre-
sent the Dinos, they now have to 
provide their own funding. At the 
same time the university added 
women’s varsity rugby. 

Matchett said these teams are 
mostly funded by alumni groups.

“Obviously, moving forward we 
want to be at the point where we 
can fully fund all the teams — that’s 
the dream. Th e reality was trying 
to do too much with too little and 
a fi nite amount of resources spread 
out too thinly was not good for 
anyone. It brings everyone down.”

Th e U of C athletics department 
is limited by the CIS regarding the 
amount of money the university 
is allowed to give student athletes. 
Th e majority of this budget comes 
from an athletic fee that all stu-
dents pay each semester. Added 
to that is sponsorship, ticket sales, 
merchandise sales at the bookstore 
and major fundraising. 

Laurier Golden Hawks cut varsity volleyballLaurier Golden Hawks cut varsity volleyball

    Obviously the ones affected are 
devastated. Taking something they 
love away is a diffi cult decision.

– Peter Baxter, Laurier director of athletics 

“
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If you’ve ever listened to a 
radio, you’ve heard the Funk 
Brothers, the most prolifi c hit 

machine in music history.
In 1959, music producer Berry 

Gordy amassed the most talented 
blues and jazz musicians in Detroit 
for his now-famous label Motown 
Records, which quickly became 
known as “Hitsville U.S.A.” Th e 
Funk Brothers were the label’s un-
heralded house band of 13 musi-
cians until 1972.

While in Detroit, Motown’s 
roster of legendary performers 
included Stevie Wonder, Marvin 
Gaye, the Temptations, the Four 
Tops, Diana Ross, and Smokey 
Robinson and the Miracles to 
name a few.

From inside the walls of Mo-
town’s basement Studio A (known 
aff ectionately as “Th e Snake Pit,”) 
they laid down hundreds of mega 
hits including “What’s Going On,” 
“I Heard It Th rough the Grape-
vine,” “My Girl,” “Heat Wave,” 
“Stop in the Name of Love,” “Ain’t 
No Mountain High Enough,” 
“Dancing in the Street,” “Baby 
Love” and “Th e Way You Do the 
Th ings You Do.”

In 2002, the release of the 
Grammy-winning documen-
tary fi lm Standing in the Shadows 
of Motown fi nally garnered the 
Funk Brothers their long-overdue 
credit. As the fi lm’s opening titles 
proudly proclaim, “Th ey played on 

more number one records than the 
Beatles, the Beach Boys, the Roll-
ing Stones and Elvis Presley com-
bined.”

Today, the Funk Brothers are 
touring with the only two origi-
nal members remaining. Guitarist 
Eddie “Chank” Willis and bassist 
Bob Babbitt continue to spread the 
music with a number of musicians 
and singers who they’ve worked 
with for many years.

Here in Calgary, Willis’s long time 

friend Gary Martin, a local R&B per-
former, convinced the guitar player 
to bring the Funk Brothers to the 
Jack Singer Concert Hall on June 15 
for a charity concert for the Youville 
Recovery Residence for Women.

Recently, the Gauntlet had an op-
portunity to speak with Willis from 
his hometown in Mississippi.

Gauntlet: In 1959, did you have 
the slightest notion how legendary 

the Motown sound you guys were 
generating would become?

EW: No, man, you had no idea. 
You were just glad they called your 
name and said, “Be here tomor-
row.” Th at’s what you were looking 
forward to only, with no thoughts 
about something else whatsoever. It 
was like, “We’re gonna do this new 
record tomorrow.”

G: Were you ever intimidated by 
the Motown operation?

EW: Well, it being my fi rst stuff  I 
was scared, you know, the thought 
of not being accepted. Gettin’ up the 
next day and going to a recording 
session and do as many tunes as you 
could, that was something to look 
forward to. And knowing you were 
going to get paid, whatever the scale 
was, that’s what you’d look forward 
to. You couldn’t have foreseen what-
ever it was to become.

G: Was there any artist you 
worked with in particular who blew 
you away?

EW: No, I can’t say that. Motown 
was just a family, an unbelievable 
love between musicians. In the be-
ginning we were doing something 
like fi ve or six tunes a day. It got 
being so heavy, the company didn’t 
want anybody to go home to eat 
dinner or nothin’ like that. Th ey 
wanted us to be there as long as pos-
sible. We would end up at the end of 
our day having a shower and hitting 
the nightclubs.

G: You guys were in the studio all 
day and then playing in the clubs at 
night? Th at’s a full day.

EW: Oh yes, a full day, defi nitely 

so. We had plenty of energy when 
we got to the clubs, though. It was 
wonderful. I have had a wonderful 
life at Motown, I’ll tell you. I couldn’t 
expect anything better. Th e Funk 
Brothers won two Grammys apiece, 
including a lifetime achievement 
award. I won it and I deserved it and 
I got two of them. I’m happy and 
couldn’t be more pleased with my 
life. I’m here to witness my own leg-
acy. When you’re dead, it’s too late 
for you to know anything about it.

G: Did it bother you at the time 
that the band was working in virtual 
anonymity?

EW: Not really, because it seemed 
as though it was kept from us so we 
would not know what was goin’ on. 
It was a very rotten thing, but it was 
a show business thing.

G: What would you consider to 
be the secret of the successful Mo-
town sound?

EW: I wanted to do this so bad, 
I was fi red up when I got to know 
what was going on with the music. 
Th ey said “Eddie, you came from 
Mississippi and brought that blues 
up to Detroit.” I had kind of spread it 
out, man, not just blues, but jazz, like 
some of the other guys. I was called 
back to do many, many records.

G: Th at must have felt great.
EW: Oh yes, I was good enough 

[that] they didn’t say no. Th ey said, 
“You’ll be back,” and I went back 
for some years. I have a pretty dog-
gone good track record out there. 
We were late getting our due. We 
struggled and fi nally got this Stand-
ing in the Shadows of Motown. Th at 

was the only way the audience and 
our fans came to know who the heck 
we really were.

G: Anyone who has listened to 
a radio has heard you play guitar. 
How does that make you feel?

EW: Oh, that’s a killer right there, 
man. Th at was something that blew 
my mind. Th is lady called me one 
day and she was cryin’ her heart out. 
Her father had a disease and hadn’t 
moved in fi ve years. She said there 
was a Motown record playing and 
he started tappin’ his foot! We’ve 
been hearing all types of stuff  like 
this ever since we did the movie. 
It seems like the Motown music is 
some kind of medicine for some 
people. I gotta say this here to you 
and that school up there. You guys 
keep on having those kids, man. 
Th ey gonna have to be shown and 
know who did this and that or what-
ever. I’m lookin’ forward to this as 
being one of the last big meetings 
I’m going to do before I retire.

G: You’ve done your share, man.
EW: Believe me, yes. [laughs] 

Yeah, I have done my share. Th e 
band in Detroit that works with us 
are going to be the new generation 
of the Funk Brothers. Th ey’re guys 
we’ve worked with for many years. If 
something comes up that they don’t 
understand, they’re gonna call on 
me and I’ll be there as long as I can 
get around.

Local musician Gary Martin is 
set to play with his old friends. 

Guitarist Eddie Willis (left) and bassist Bob Babbitt bring their legendary Detroit sound to Calgary for benefi t concert 

courtesy O’Tow
n M
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Ken Clarke/the Gauntlet

Ken Clarke
Gauntlet Entertainment

The Funk Brothers are performing June 15 at the 
Jack Singer. Tickets available through the Epcor 

Ticket Offi ce at epcorcentre.org or 403-294-9494. 
For the extended Funk Brothers interview, visit 

thegauntlet.ca
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In the notorious online Urban 
Dictionary, the word “rad” 
has over sixty user-created 

defi nitions. Th is is quite fi tting 
for the quirky band Rockets and 
Dinosaurs, as they too would de-
scribe themselves as a mash-up of 
many diff erent characteristics. 

R.A.D. are a four-piece Calgary-
based pop-rock group comprised 
of guitarists Jordan Potekal and 
Cam Bahan, bassist Gavin How-
ard, and drummer Fraser Stott, 
with all members contributing to 
vocals.

Th ey tried out a whole ward-
robe full of names before settling 
on “Rockets and Dinosaurs” — 
ostensibly because of the “rad” ac-
ronym, and subliminally because 

of the free publicity anytime the 
word is used in everyday conver-
sation.  

Just as eighties slang ebbs and 
fl ows in its popularity, in recent 
years the Calgary music scene has 
seen many local groups come and 
go. R.A.D., however, say they are 
here to stay. According to them, 
what most sets them apart from 
others is their fun-loving attitude. 

“While our music has evolved 
from a simple punk style to using 
more complex blues-inspired lead 
lines . . . at the end of the day, it’s 
still party, let’s-get-drunk music,” 
Fraser admits. He’s not fazed by 
this and simply acknowledges it as 
a defi ning characteristic of their 
music.

“Th at’s what people like about 
us . . . we just have fun with it,” 
says Cam of R.A.D.’s style.

When it comes to being musi-
cians, however, R.A.D. puts all sil-
liness aside. While all members 
currently work other jobs, Jordan, 
Cam, Gavin and Fraser would 
love to factor the band into their 
future careers. 

“We don’t take ourselves seri-
ously, but when it comes to being 
musicians, we do . . . We’re never 
happy with where we are,” ex-
plains Cam. In that respect, their 
ambitions for future growth are as 
big as any creature from the Juras-
sic period could ever be. 

To celebrate their fi rst release 
together, titled Th e High Five EP, 
R.A.D. will be hosting a joint CD 
release show at SAIT’s Th e Gate-
way on June 11 with fellow local 
band Elevator Music.

For them, it has been a surreal 
experience. Refl ecting back on 

their fi rst performance together, 
the band notes that there was 
virtually no one in the audience. 
Now, hardly over a year since that 
fi rst show, they are in the middle 
of planning a nation-wide tour for 
the summer and are looking to re-
lease their fi rst LP in the fall.  

“We really want this . . . and 
we’re going to do whatever it takes 
to get it,” Fraser expresses.

When asked which dinosaur 
would most aptly describe the 
personality of the band as a whole, 
aft er some lively banter and debate 
about whether turtles and sharks 
could be considered dinosaurs, 
their fi nal decision was that they 
could not be defi ned by merely 
one prehistoric creature.

In the end, they just think di-
nosaurs are pretty rad — and they 
hope you’ll think R.A.D. is too.

Rockets and Dinosaurs
R.A.D. is more than just an acronym for this Calgary pop-punk band

Hockey Mom, Hockey Dad brings playoff season to the stage
Alicia Ward
Gauntlet Entertainment

Hardcore sports fans might be 
glued to a screen during the Stanley 
Cup playoff s, but Michael Melski’s 
Hockey Mom, Hockey Dad wants to 
keep your eyes glued to a stage.

“On one level, it’s about two sin-
gle parents coming together look-
ing for companionship. On another 
level, the show is about violence in 
hockey,” explains Mike Griffi  n, di-
rector of the Calgary show, show-
ing from June 15 to 25 at  the Epcor 
Centre’s Motel.

Th e play follows Teddy and 
Donna, two single parents of young 
boys who both enrol their children 
in hockey. On the stands, Teddy 
and Donna converse about fi nan-
cial struggles, and their blossoming 
relationship opens a dialogue about 
the danger of encouraging sports 
violence in younger children. 

“Does something like encourag-
ing violent behaviour in youth and 
children . . . create men who then 
become violent?” asks Griffi  n.

While any theatregoer will ap-
preciate theatre as a forum for 
opening up issues in our society, 
non-theatregoers and hockey fans 
alike will enjoy the highly complex 
yet relatable characters who are 
Teddy and Donna. 

Griffi  n also believes audiences 
will love a play centred on hockey at 
this time of year. 

“Hopefully [the play’s run will] 
line up perfectly with the end of the 
Stanley Cup . . . I think we kind of 
lucked out with the way the playoff s 
have gone,” explains Griffi  n.

And while it’s clear that hockey 
fans will enjoy this play, so will 
hopeless romantics. 

“It’s got moments of roman-
tic comedy that are kind of sweet. 
Teddy’s wooing Donna throughout 

the whole thing . . . it’s quite beauti-
ful at times,” notes Griffi  n.

Although the budding relation-
ship between the main characters 
is touching and appealing, Griffi  n 
notes that this play is not entirely 
romantic comedy. 

“What I really like about it is that 
it’s not just a Hugh Grant fi lm,” 
laughs Griffi  n. 

Griffi  n is also passionate about 
his directing style. Having worked 
on plays as a master’s student at 
the University of Calgary, he is 

able to bring his experiences to the 
Calgary theatre community. 

“It’s really important to me to 
work in an ensemble environment 
. . . I’m not the kind of director 
who just [says] ‘okay, this is where 
you go and this is what you do.’ 
I like to run a rehearsal that’s all 
about exploration and trying to fi nd 
the inspiration,” says Griffi  n.

Besides, Hockey Mom, Hockey 
Dad has more romance and hu-
mour than what’s on your TV. What 
more could you want?
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