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A Winnipeg woman who 
has been in jail since 
April for refusing to re-

ceive treatment for tuberculosis 
had her incarceration extended 
by another 90 days this week. Th e 
woman was diagnosed last De-
cember, but aft er missing medical 
appointments the Winnipeg Re-
gional Health Authority obtained 
an arrest warrant so she could be 
treated.

Should the health authority be 
allowed to detain someone who 
has a disease? If the disease is 
highly contagious and threatens 
the safety of the public, the an-
swer is uncontrovertibly yes. Be-
cause tuberculosis is particularly 
dangerous — if left  untreated long 
enough it can never be cured, and 
not taking the full treatment risks 
making it resistant to antibiotics 
— the health authority is right to 
interfere.

It’s less clear that the state has 

the right to force people to get 
better. People refuse treatment 
for a number of reasons and, at 
least in some cases, they have the 
right to refrain from treatment. 
Jehovah’s Witnesses, for example, 
refuse blood transfusions because 
they believe that blood is sacred. 
But communicable diseases are 
diff erent. Other people are put at 
risk if a disease like tuberculosis 
goes untreated.

Whether or not the state can 
order people to get better (rather 
than just keeping them away from 
harming others) is an interesting 
question, but not one of direct 
relevance to this case. Her be-
ing quarantined is the important 
part. Aft er receiving her 90-day 
sentence the woman allegedly 
didn’t protest so perhaps she has 
come around to the importance 
of getting treatment aft er all. Or 
perhaps she doesn’t fi nd prison 
that bad. Her reason doesn’t make 

a diff erence. If it were the case 
that she didn’t want treatment 
because of religious reasons, it 
isn’t clear how that would aff ect 
the result. She should still be pro-
hibited from going out in public 
with a contagious and dangerous 
disease.

Th e Canadian Civil Liberties 
Association has complained that 
the woman should have been put 
in a hospital and not a prison. It’s 
true that she has been detained 
to be treated, not to be punished, 
but the result amounts to the same 
thing. She is being held in the med-
ical centre of the prison (presum-
ably separated from other prison-
ers so they don’t risk infection). If 
she was kept in a hospital the cir-
cumstances would essentially be 
the same, except that preventing 
her from leaving would be more 
diffi  cult. Surely a person who has 
demonstrated her reluctance to be 
treated is at risk of leaving.

Patients refusing care isn’t al-
together unusual. Oft en people 
are unaware of the risks of avoid-
ing treatment, don’t think it’s 
worthwhile, or, as in this case, 
are afraid of other repercussions 
(the woman has engaged in pros-
titution). Incarceration wasn’t the 
fi rst resort. Th e WRHA tried vari-
ous tactics to get her to cooperate, 
including giving her gift  cards to 
Winnipeg shops in exchange for 
treatment. It’s appropriate to have 
laws in place in case such meth-
ods fail.

Any cries of draconian treat-
ment are exaggerated. So too are 
claims of paternalism. Th e state 
isn’t forcing treatment on her 
primarily for her own interest 
— although that’s likely a factor. 
Th ey’re forcing it on her so she 
can leave prison and go back to 
society. 

Gauntlet Editorial Board

Freedom or tuberculosis
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c a m p u s  q u i p s

Erin Shumlich
Sports Editor

Student-athletes from around 
the world will be gathering in 
Shenzhen, China for one of 

the world’s largest athletic compe-
titions — second only to the Olym-
pics in size. 

Shenzhen, located directly north 
of Hong Kong, will be the host to 
Universiade. Th is year 10,000 ath-
letes will compete Aug. 12–23. In 
order to qualify, an athlete must be 
in post-secondary school or have 
graduated the year proceeding the 
competition. 

With the Universiade just 
around the corner, fi nal prepara-
tions are being put in place. Marc 
Vandenplas, International Uni-
versity Sports Federation Summer 
Universiade director, has fl own to 
Shenzhen for fi nal inspections be-
fore athletes begin to arrive.

“Shenzhen has prepared for this 
event for four years,” he said. “Th e 
number of teams participating in 
team sports exceeds the number of 
those who competed in the Olym-
pics. Because of this, they had to 
build or renew many training ven-
ues. Many experts with the Beijing 
Olympic games have joined the or-
ganizing committee during the last 
months.”

Athletes will be competing in 24 
sports, including swimming, soc-
cer, and basketball.

Shenzhen has put new infra-
structure in place in preparation 
for the event, including several new 
metro lines.

At a press conference at 
Shenzhen's Wuzhou Hotel on July 
14, Shenzhen municipal party 
committee secretary Wang Rong 
said he is nervous but that Shen-
zhen is ready to host the world. 

“Th e whole city is looking for-
ward to achieving the core princi-
ple of the Universiade,” said Wang. 
“Start here, make a diff erence!”

He said the Universiade centre 
and Universiade villages that have 
sprouted in Shenzhen for the com-
petition have become new symbols 
of the city.

Shenzhen was chosen to host 
the 26th summer Universiade, 
beating out Poland, Russia, Tai-
wan and Spain. To date, Shen-
zhen is the youngest city to host a 
Universiade. It has been established 
as a city for only 26 years. Despite 
the young age of the city, it is one 
of the fastest growing cities in the 
world and Vandenplas said he is 
happy with the city’s preparation.

“Th e [decision] is made aft er 
the visit by a commissioner and 
the vote of the FISU Executive 
Committee.”

Not all, however, were excited 
about the prospect of Shenzhen 
as a host city.

In an article released in the Chi-
na Daily on April 13, Shen Shao-
bao, a spokesman for the Shenzhen 
municipal police, said that over 
80,000 people who “pose a threat” 
for the upcoming Universiade had 
been evicted in a 100-day police 
crackdown. Among those evicted 
were immigrants without proper 
employment and tenants who 
failed to produce proper renting 
documentation. 

Ex-cons, suspected drug users 
and those reported to take part in 
abnormal activities or have suspi-
cious incomes fall into the catego-
ry, said Shen.

Th e issue sparked outrage from 
a few individuals who expressed 
their concern on blogs about the 
legitimacy and rationality of the 
police action.

“Th e move is both illegal and 

inhumane. How could they label 
someone as ‘high-risk,’ and based 
on which law could they evict 
people?” said a blogger with the 
pseudonym Xuxiaonian on Weibo, 
a Twitter-like website.

Despite protest, the Universiade 
will proceed as planned and ath-
letes are training to showcase their 
skill.

Vandenplas said that many re-
sources will be available for athletes 
once they arrive in Shenzhen.

“Shenzhen hopes to be the best 
Universiade ever organized but 
also to appear the most innovative 
one,” he said. “Shenzhen wants to 
be known worldwide and the orga-
nization of the Universiade is one of 
the means used to reach this goal.”

Fourth-year U of C business stu-
dent Samuel Eff ah is training for the 
100-metre dash as part of Canada's 
track and fi eld squad, consisting 
of 19 female and 18 male student-
athletes from 21 participating CIS 
universities. Eff ah is the reigning 
two-time champion of the 100 me-
tres and is competing in his second 
Universiade. 

“I obviously went for the win,” Ef-
fah said of his fi rst Universiade. “It 
was my fi rst international competi-
tion, but without experience it was 
hard, so for this one I hopefully will 
bring home a medal.”  

With the London Olympics in 
close sight, athletes like Eff ah have 
a steady focus for the future.

“I have been with the same coach 
since I started in 2006. My training 
has been pretty much the same, but 
honestly it's just really good train-
ing to prepare for London. [Train-
ing] has been my main focus and 
a stepping stone towards London 
next year,” he said.

Amonn Nelson, a U of C kine-
siology student is also on the track 
team with Eff ah. Over 12 U of C 
students will be participating in 
Universiade in swimming, archery, 
soccer, and basketball.

Student-athletes go to Universiade 
Locations of Summer
Universiades since 1977
The Universiade is an international 
multi-sport event, organized for uni-
versity athletes by the International 
University Sports Federation. The 
name is a combination of the words 
“University” and “olympiad.” The 
fi rst Universiade was in Turin, Italy in 
1959. 

1977 – Sofi a, Bulgaria   

1979 – Mexico City, Mexico

1981 – Bucharest,  Romania  

1983 – Edmonton, Canada
 
1985 – Kobe,  Japan  

1987 – Zagreb,  Yugoslavia 
 
1989 – Duisburg,  West Germany  

1991 – Sheffi eld,  United Kingdom
 
1993 – Buffalo,  United States  

1995 – Fukuoka,  Japan  

1997 – Sicily,  Italy  

1999 – Palma de Mallorca,  Spain 

2001 – Beijing,  China  

2003 – Daegu,  South Korea 
 
2005 – İzmir,  Turkey  

2007 – Bangkok,  Thailand 
 
2009 – Belgrade,  Serbia 
 
2011 – Shenzhen,  China  

2013 – Kazan, Russia 

2015 – Gwangju,  South Korea  

Universiade will be taking place in China this year.
courtesy Sullivan /Flickr 

Source: Wikipedia

Are university athletics important?

Interviews: Sarah Dorchak, Photographs: Scagwald Provost

“It gets people 
involved in recre-
ational activities, 
a breakaway from 
academics.”
– Kim Dhillon, 
fourth-year rehab and 
disability studies

“Yeah, it gives a 
certain dynamic to 
be an all-around 
student.”
– Tammy Huinh, 
second-year 
biological science

“Yes, it’s good to be 
healthy. Both aca-
demics and athletics 
are important.”
– Matthew Morgan, 
fourth-year 
chemistry

“I’m not really a 
sports person, but 
doing workouts 
every week is im-
portant.”
– Amir Karbalaei, 
fourth-year com-
puter engineer



one short story and is working on 
another.

Scout hopes to see more recogni-
tion and support for Aboriginal 

authors, writers and storytellers.
“Th at voice has always been there 

but has not always been listened to 
or respectfully heard,” she said.

She is currently working to make 
the AWC sustainable.

“It would be nice to see the AWC 
continue without me, in the sense 
that I can take a break or vacation 
and the circle will keep its operation 

and saturate in the pain, and be the 
brunt of the negative experience. I felt 
more empowered through writing 
and becoming aware of who I was,” 
said Scout. “Seeing myself and my life 
not just as a writer, but as a citizen 
of this country. [Th e AWC] is what I 
am doing to change my world, and to 
change the society.”

Monthly meetings oft en focus on 
an issue such as the importance of 
language, culture, identity or history. 
Other themes during circles include 
horror writing, poetry, playwriting, 
and academic writing. Th e AWC also 
hosts an annual tribute to residential 
school survivors. 

Local and nationally published au-
thors and storytellers are invited to 
host presentations.

“Our accomplishment has been 
and will continue to be our contri-
bution to the Calgary community by 
gathering local Aboriginal writers, 
authors and storytellers in a circle 
where their voices and stories are ex-
ercised, valued, encouraged and ap-
preciated,” said Scout. 

Scout, a third-year English student 
at the U of C, as well as a print 

journalism graduate from Lethbridge 
College, has been interested in writ-
ing from a young age. One of her fi rst 
explorations into the written world 
was through her self-published zines.

“Zines were introduced to me 
through a friend in high school,” said 
Scout. “Zines are really your own ar-
tistic creation. Anything you want to 
make your zine about it can be about. 
Th ere are no limitations. My zines are 
about growing up in Lethbridge and 
later moving to Calgary. My strife and 
struggle, my loss and gain. How I see 
my family, my people, and the worlds 
I live in. Th e world in my head and 
the world my body was born into.”

Scouts zines are about her experi-
ences and a refl ection of who she is. 

“It made me look at myself in a way, 
what was I doing growing up here in 
Lethbridge, what was it like to be an 
urban Aboriginal but also an educat-

ed Aboriginal woman, my challenges 
and what I see in my day to day.”

Before Scout founded the AWC her 
writing was published in Th e Endeav-
our, The Lethbridge Herald and Beat-
route Magazine. In 2006, she started 
working as the managing editor of 
New Tribe Magazine — Calgary’s 
urban Aboriginal youth magazine — 
and continued with them for two and 
a half years.

“Th at was one of the hardest jobs 
I have had to do as a writer, but one 

of the most fulfi lling jobs as well. You 
realize why the voices of these people 
need to be heard: they are off ering 
knowledge and experience that is so 
unique that you are not going to fi nd 
anywhere else,” said Scout about the 
Aboriginal community members she 
met during her time at New Tribe.

Th e magazine focuses on positive 
stories of the Aboriginal Calgary com-
munity. “Oft en the negative things 
about natives in this country get 
overblown, out of proportion.”

The AWC continues to provide a 
space to celebrate the Aboriginal 

voice and written word. 
“We have done this and will con-

tinue to do this in the spirit of the 
written word and oral storytelling 
tradition because, as a people, we 
have something wonderful to off er 
the writing world,” said Scout.

Th is year the AWC will be celebrat-
ing their three-year partnership with 
the Calgary Central Library and four 
years as a group.

“Th e most support we have got-
ten out of the Calgary community is 
through the Calgary Central Library. 
If it weren’t for them I would be op-
erating the AWC out of my house, or 
out of a coff ee shop or something. We 
would be a lot smaller,” said Scout.

Scout describes the group as a place 
to celebrate Aboriginal writers and 
the Aboriginal voice, “but also those 
interested in writing, those interested 
in the culture, and those interested in 
just the group itself.”

Th e writing circle is multifaceted 
as it is a place for writers to come 
to have work critiqued and network 
with other writers in Calgary, but also 
a place for non-Aboriginals to come 
to learn more about Aboriginal iden-
tity and heritage, and build relation-
ships and understanding. 

“At every circle we read brief pas-
sages, quotations and excerpts of 
literatures of all genres published 
and written by Indigenous authors 
and sometimes non-Indigenous lit-
eratures that portray their story on 
Indigenous characters and related 
themes,” said Scout.

She said Aboriginal history and  
issues is Canadian history and oft en 
it is a Candian history that has been 
denied to Canadian citizens. “Th is 
has resulted in confusion, misunder-
standing and culture clash.” 

Part of Scout’s role at the Aborigi-
nal Writers’ Circle is to seek out 
Aboriginal individuals in the com-
munity who are engaging in writing 
activities and creative projects where 
writing plays a part and inviting them 
to the circle.

“It is an interesting, small group  — 
it is open to everybody so you never 
know who is going to show up.  I have 
had people who have already written 
books, national bestsellers, and oth-
ers who have never written before,” 
she said.

George Barnes, a regular attendee 
of the AWC, said it is great being 

involved in a group with similar in-
terests.

“Although we are there for the 
same reason we still have diff erent 
backgrounds and interests outside of 
the AWC,” said Barnes. “Th ere always 
seems to be one or two new people at 
the meetings which always changes 
the dynamic.”

Barnes enjoys the writing exercises 
each meeting. He said it is oft en dif-
fi cult to be given a subject and then 
just to start writing.

“I consider myself to have at least 
average verbal and language skills but 
still have trouble writing the stories. 
I assumed I had a strong grasp of 
standard grammar but writing for the 
fi rst time tests those skills for sure,” 
he said. “I hope I learn to spot writing 
styles, good syntax, and a bit more 
polished grammar skills.”

Barnes had not written much be-
fore joining the AWC and has fi nished 
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Writers’ circle celebrates four years of success in Calgary
U of C student founded Calgary’s Aboriginal 
Writers’ Circle to provide a voice and 
space for Aboriginal writers

Bottom Right: Sarah Scout displays some of her zines. Zines are self-published works of original 
or appropriated text, photography and illustration, usually reproduced by photocopy and with a 
small circulation. Shown here are some of Scout’s zine pages.

       [The AWC] is what I 
am doing to change my 
world and to change the 
society.
– Sarah Scout, founder 
of the Aboriginal Writers’ 
Circle

“    

The Aboriginal Writers’ Circle meets on the fi rst 
Thursday of every month at the Calgary Central 
Library. For more information on the circle visit 
Aboriginal Writer’s Circle on Facebook or email 

aboriginalwriterscircle@live.com

and progress forward.  I would like 
sponsorship and donation for sta-
ble marketing needs and the abil-
ity to book more authors and reach 
more people online, in the city and 
across the country,” she said.

In the beginning, the number of 
AWC members was small but Scout 
continued to push herself and the 
group to remain active in spite of 
discouraging remarks and times of 
doubt. 

“People ask what the AWC is 
about and why are we doing this,” 
said Scout. “Th e AWC has always 
given me something I can believe 
in. It is a part of me, but also Ab-
original people have always been 
here, and everything we are, is part 
of this community as well. It is re-
ally up to others if they want to ac-
cept that and engage in it.”

that tradition and shape it to their 
own needs as the future unfolds,” 
it read.

Th e fi rst AWC meeting took 
place in the basement of the Cal-
gary bookstore.

“I think it’s cool how one thought 
a long time ago can become and 
remain a reality,” said Scout. “Th e 
AWC has been my off ering, some-
thing that has taken and contin-
ues to take hard work, patience, 
time and dedication. Th is group 
is for Aboriginal writers to come 
together in celebration and explo-
ration of the written word and oral 
storytelling tradition.”

Four years later, the writers’ 
circle continues to expand and is 
now holding monthly meetings at 
the Central Calgary Library.

“It is not enough just to sit back

Amy Badry
News Editor

The idea for the Aborigi-
nal Writers’ Circle came to 
Sarah Scout when she was 

working at McNally Robinson 
Booksellers. 

“I came across a quotation by L.L 
Langness and Gelya Frank,” said 
Scout.

“To fail to understand another 
person’s life story is in general to 
reject one’s own humanity. For 
those who are bearers of a tradi-
tion the opportunity to tell their 
story can be a gift . Reassurance if 
they are still indeed still alive that 
their voices will be heard and their 
cultures can survive. It is a gift  of 
equal importance for those gen-
erations to come who will take up 
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vulcan fest
alberta music festival cancels, relocates, 
lives long and prospers
Blaire MacNicol
Gauntlet Entertainment

Vulcan Fest was the music festi-
val that almost didn’t happen. 
Electric energy was reverberat-

ing through the bodies of anxious fans 
on Saturday, July 23, aft er the beloved 
day-long local indie festival was can-
celled less than 24 hours before it was 
set to begin.

However, the coming hours were to 
prove that there are some incredibly de-
termined individuals living among us 
with a true passion for Calgary music.

Now celebrating its third year, 
Vulcan Fest started out as a sports day 
that typically takes place on the Pfeuti 
family farm just outside of Vulcan, 
Alberta. Father and son organizers Al 
and Chris Pfeuti, the latter of which 
played drums in the now-defunct local 
band Our Hearts Are Big, are very much 
the heart of the festival. Both drum-
mer extraordinaires and music lovers 
alike, the Pfeutis decided to reach out to 
friends and fellow bands to give them a 
place to showcase their talent. 

Th e Pfeutis formed an outdoor jam 
space that became a local band’s dream 
festival, featuring diverse music ranging 
from alternative indie rock, folk, blues, 
classic rock and even punk and hip hop. 

“When Chris was in Our Hearts are 
Big, there was nothing like Vulcan Fest. 
Unless you get invited to one of the big-
ger festivals, there’s nothing. Here, we 
have smaller bands, but they still get a 
big stage; they get to camp and enjoy a 
big festival,” Al Pfeuti says.

Eighty people, performers included, 
enjoyed Vulcan Fest in its fi rst year. Th e 
next summer, in 2010, that number 
doubled, and this year 400 tickets were 
printed and 350 people were expected. 
However, less than 100 attended aft er 
the festival was initially cancelled.

Although the Pfeutis have their prop-
erty inspected annually to prepare for 
the festival, this year they failed to obtain 
a permit for their steel stage. An anony-
mous phone call brought the RCMP
as well as a bylaw offi  cer, who pointed 
this out. Consequently, Vulcan Fest was 
shut down less than 24 hours before it 

was scheduled to begin. What’s certain 
is that there defi nitely isn’t a “how-to” 
guide for putting on an outdoor festival.

James “Enzo” Moreland, bassist of 
Calgary punk band Caught Off  Guard, 
felt that the cancellation was “a big trav-
esty for all the people who are actually in 
to support the scene.”

“It needs all the support it can. If 
we’re not going to support each other 
in the scene, how can we expect it to 
grow?” added drummer Nathan “Fitzy” 
Fitzsimmons.

When news of the cancellation broke 
via social networking, it was met by im-

mediate concern from bands and fans 
alike. In response, bands collaborated 
and within a few hours had pulled ev-
ery string possible to locate a new venue, 
Th e Area in Inglewood.

A community space for “art, rec-
reation, education, environment and 
agriculture,” Th e Area welcomed the 
Calgary-bound version of Vulcan Fest 
with open arms. Th e bands played in a 
130-year-old building rumoured to be 
Calgary’s fi rst school while the audience 

soaked up the sun outside while listen-
ing to performances.

People continued to spill in and out 
throughout the day, but their energy 
didn’t ebb and fl ow with them. Festival-
goers caught the sense of victory spread-
ing throughout Th e Area and made it 
their own until the end of the night. It 
was Calgary like you’ve never seen it, 
and Th e Area turned out to be the next-
best place to a dreamy farm town for 
Vulcan Fest to nestle in on such short 
notice. 

Calgary blues rockers Th e Electric 
Monk jump-started the day with a set 

later followed by blues solo artist Paige 
Woodbury. Other highlights included a 
forceful set by pop-punkers Deluge and 
an energetic Caught Off  Guard show at 
which chaotic dancing ensued. 

Shout-outs had to be given to hip 
hop duo Chief Navaho for their fi rst 
Vulcan Fest appearance, and to dark-
rock three-piece Mammoth Grove’s on-
stage ode to the festival with the lyric 
“Vulcan Fest, you did not die.” Dusk 
brought many sleepy, sun-kissed faces 

inside for intimate yet electric perfor-
mances by headliners the Nix Dicksons 
and Telly.

Th ere were unmistakable diff erences 
between the Vulcan Fest that was and 
that which should have been, such as 
concertgoers heading home before 1 
a.m. instead of camping out in tents for a 
night on the Pfeuti farm surrounded by 
canola fi elds and starry sky. But despite 
the drama, this year’s Vulcan Fest still 
happened and stayed true to its original 
vision.

Local music photographer Keith 
Skrastins shared his experience of the 
fi rst Vulcan Fest.

“Half of the Calgary music scene piles 
in all of these vehicles and we drive to 
something. Th ere was no expectation; 
we had no clue what Vulcan Fest was. 
We just drove to the fi elds of Vulcan. So 
we get there and it’s such a family thing . 
. . our own hidden gem.”

Even though the open plain and star-
lit skies would have to wait until next 
year, I was inspired by how passionately 
people spoke about the signifi cance 
of the festival to them. Vulcan Fest is a 
place to which a lone reporter can go 
and leave with enough stories to fi ll a 
notebook. 

So what’s in store for Vulcan Fest 
2012? Bands look forward to raising 
money for the festival but with a big fo-
cus on giving back in any way possible 
to the Pfeuti family. Talks of Th e Area 
collaborating for an aft er-party were 
also thrown in the mix.

It’s clear that Vulcan Fest leaves an im-
pression on people, and this caused at-
tendees to look forward to the next year 
before the day was even over. 

“Word of mouth keeps it going 
through the year. It’s on their minds,” Al 
notes. 

Chris agrees. “Everyone loves it, so we 
just want to keep doing it.”

Vulcan Fest provides a soundtrack 
to a memorable summer day with 
new and old friends alike. Some 
things never change, and I hope Vul-
can Fest is one of them. As Spock, 
the original Vulcan, once said: 
“I have been, and ever shall be, your 
friend. Live long and prosper.”

background and in-text photos courtesy Keith Skrastins

Calen Blöndal of Vulcan Fest headliner Telly. Because drummers need love too.
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Paige Woodbury
Woman of photo and sound delivers unique take on Vulcan’s fl edgling jamboree

Blaire MacNicol
Gauntlet Entertainment

When you hear how in-
volved Paige Wood-
bury is in Calgary mu-

sic, you can’t help but wonder how 
this girl gets any sleep.

With a strong love for Cal-
gary music and the city itself, the 
acoustic artist, who fi rst made a 
name for herself by taking photo-
graphs of local bands, is now an 
ambitious, devoted woman taking 
over Calgary. In addition to her 
solo eff orts, she is part of three 
other bands and is putting togeth-
er a DVD of live local music. Her 
many other projects-on-the-go 
include a forthcoming full-length 
album that she will record in col-
laboration with various other lo-
cal musicians and a book entitled 
It’s Been an Interesting Day on the 
subject of the Calgary musicians 
she has been able to surround her-
self with and call friends. 

Moving into the music scene 
of a city she knows intimately 
was a natural transition for Paige. 
She recorded an EP last June with 
producer Brad Taylor aft er get-
ting her musical start in January 
2010, when she was invited to 
open for local indie staples Nushi 
and the Nix Dicksons at the Mar-
quee Room downtown.

 I had the pleasure of meeting 
Paige at Vulcan Fest at the end of 
July, which for her was a chance 
to deliver a comeback show aft er 

four months off , as well as her 
fi rst performance with a backing 
band. I was able to chat with the 
lively, animated Paige about Vul-
can Fest, her place in it and being 
a female rock ‘n’ roll performer in 
Alberta.

Th e Gauntlet: So you are very 
involved in Vulcan Fest as a 
whole. 

Paige Woodbury: [I] joined 
last year and took photos with 
[local photographers] Keith Sk-
rastins and Greg Parke. We went 
out, opened a gallery in January, 
sold all the photos and just had 
a wicked time. Th is year we were 
expecting 350 [people], so it was 
a huge disappointment.

G: How do you feel about the 
venue and how today turned out?

PW: Th e shows here are so 
great. It’s a place to call home; 
they display art, they play mu-
sic. So it’s a really cool place and 
it has a lot of history and a lot of 
authenticity to it.

G: How do you feel about be-
ing a woman in this industry, es-
pecially in Calgary, where there 
are few girls playing onstage and 
with bands?

PW: I got into it mostly be-
cause [of] that fi rst show I played. 
And I’ve been playing [open mic 
shows] forever, and being a girl in 
this scene, it feels like sometimes 
you get more noticed because 
you are a girl and because you 
are playing an electric guitar and 
because . . . you are recording, 

and it’s just really great. You see 
so many people react diff erently 
to a girl playing music than [to] 
a guy in a band playing music 
like drums or guitar or whatever. 
A girl playing electric guitar and 
singing in a band and playing ac-
tual rock ‘n’ roll-type, blues rock 
music — the reaction is so cool. 

G: Do you think your network-
ing with the bands and doing 
photography will infl uence you 
down the road, leading you to 
play gigs with them?

PW: Defi nitely. [Local band] 
Black Phoenix Orchestra . . . 
wrote their fi rst song in my liv-
ing room at a house party, and 
I’ve been really good friends with 

them. Darren McDade, the lead 
singer, has taken me under his 
wing. It’s the most amazing thing 
ever. You feel so connected to the 
community and there’s so many 
people involved in this scene.

G: How did you feel today 
worked out? At the end of the 
day, did you feel that “Vulcan’t 
Fest” brought the same vibes?

PW: Not necessarily the same 
vibes, but defi nitely hope. Th ere’s 
that feeling of hope here. It’s just 
so great, everyone is so charitable 
and just fantastic. I can’t stop 
smiling, I’m so happy about the 
people that I know . . . we have 
one of the best cities for music 
I’ve seen in a long time.

Gauntlet writer Blaire MacNicol (left) chats with Paige Woodbury during Vulcan Fest, July 23.

courtesy Keith Skrastins
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vignettes of vulcan fest

Backckgrrgroouo nddd ii image: T T anannener r HoHoltlthehe o oof f ththe e NiNix x DiDickcksoonsns s statandnddds s onn CCole PaPaageget’t s s drdrumum k kitit a andnd l letets s ththe e crcrowowd d doodo s somomme e e ofofof t theee w ork.
ToT pp righhht:t:t: TiT mm m Kortrthuuuuisis o of f TeTelllly y fi fi ngngerer-d--dananceces s onon thee k keyeys s tot  fififi nn isish h ofoff f thhe evevenenining.g.
MiMiddddlel  rrigighthth :: AA g roounununund-fl floooor r shshotot o ooff PaPaigige e WoWoododbuburyry’s’s ssetet aas s s ththe e middddddayay cc roor wdwdd r rolollsls i in.n.
BoBottttomomom r rigigightthth :: V Vulu cacacaan n FeF stst fifi rrstst-t-timimerer E Evavan n WaWardrd t takkeses aa a nn nooo ntnttimme e rerestst i inn ththhe e BrB enentwtwooo d d ReR vue’s tot ur van.

Missed Vulcan Fest? Cool your jets! There’s 
still one month of summer left.

• The Calgary Fringe Festival is showing plays up to August 6
• The Calgary International Blues Festival runs ‘til August 7 at Millennium Park 
• Afrikadey! is in Prince’s Island Park on August 13
• Taste of Calgary is August 11-14 at Eau Claire
• XFEST music festival is at Fort Calgary August 20
• ExpoLatino is August 26-28 at Prince’s Island Park

all photos by keith skrastins 


	01_Aug_04_2011_Gauntlet_cover
	02_Aug_04_2011_Gauntlet_oped_summer
	03_Aug_04_2011_Gauntlet_news
	04_05_coverspread_Aug_04_2011_Gauntlet_news
	06_August_4_2011_Gauntlet_Entertainment
	07_Augus_04_2011_Gauntlet_entertainment
	08_August_4_2011_Gauntlet_Entertainment

