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Golden Spatula
First, to all of you who 

wrote in last week: no, the 
Golden Spatula award is not 
the latest of mobile phone 
carrier, rather it is a chance 
for us to both get a good deal 
on our international minutes 
and  to recognize journalistic 
Erin Shumlichness! This week 
we would like to get Erin 
Shumlichy with Josh Rose 
for all the sports reporting and 
offi ce loitering that is required 
to achieve journalistic waxy-
ness. Thanks Josh, you’re 
slightly more like Erin now!
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e d i t o r i a l

 c o n t e n t s 

“Mobile phone carriers are pretty cool, 
but I prefer Erin Shumlichyness.”

 — Josh Rose —

Since seizing majority power 
in May, 2011, prime minis-
ter Stephen Harper and his 

Conservative government have 
been leading our nation down a 
dangerous path. Th ey have en-
acted a campaign whereby the 
image of Canada, its symbols and 
heritage, have received immense 
support, but the living, function-
ing substance of our nation is 
being viciously sacrifi ced on the 
neo-liberal altar. Th e latest victim 
of this ritualistic slaughter is Re-
membrance Day.

At the start of this month, the 
Harper government announced 
that they intend to cut $226 mil-
lion from Veterans Aff airs Can-
ada, and that the program could 
expect a cut of an additional $175 
to $350 million next year. Elderly 
veterans and those returning from 
missions in Afghanistan — both 
in need of care or support — are 
watching helplessly as their safety 
net evaporates beneath them. Rec-
oncile the amount being cut from 
Veterans Aff airs with the $9.62 
billion that the Harper govern-
ment intends to spend on buying 
a fl eet of 65 eff ectively-defunct 
stealth fi ghter jets — not to men-
tion the $375 million annual cost 
in maintenance a year, per air-
craft . Initially the Harper govern-
ment told parliament that the jets 
would cost $75 million a piece, but 

leaked information from the Pen-
tagon showed that the jets will cost 
$148 million a piece. Th e Harper 
government, thanks to an elec-
tion, has not had to set the record 
straight in parliament. Further-
more, it is said that the jets won’t 
even be capable of patrolling our 
arctic regions, as they cannot fuel 
mid-air and are thus incapable 
of traveling the long distances 
required to reach and patrol the 
high north. Patrolling the Arctic 
was Harper’s main justifi cation 

for deciding to purchase war jets 
in the fi rst place. So, why is our 
government spending $29.3 bil-
lion (including purchasing cost 
and maintenance over a 30-year 
span) on incapable war planes? 
Does Canada face possible mili-
tary confl ict, of which the Harper 
government has conveniently not 
yet informed us of yet? 

In addition to the needless 
beefi ng-up of Canada’s airforce 
and the strangling of the very 
men and women in the military 

service, the Harper government 
has decided to spend $28 million 
playing with antique toy soldiers 
— celebrations of the 200 year 
anniversary of the War of 1812. 
Th e people who fought and died 
in the confl ict between the young 
America and a swollen Great Brit-
ain, particularly the uncountable 
nameless aboriginals embroiled 
in the struggle, defi nitely need to 
be remembered and respected. 
But the Harper government is nei-
ther remembering nor respecting 
those who were involved in the 
War of 1812, but rather Harper is 
attempting to construct a warrior-
type image of Canada. Why does a 
long-past colonial confl ict, which 
ended without victory for either 
party, deserve more attention than 
the needs of our current veterans? 

Critical social programs and in-
stitutions such as Veterans Aff airs, 
Environment Canada and pos-
sibly soon the Canadian Wheat 
Board are being sacrifi ced while 
chest-thumping, military-ob-
sessed image programs are being 
given all sorts of funding. It seems 
that Harper’s government is more 
concerned with Canada’s image 
(because in the sales world, image 
is everything), rather than caring 
about its people and their well-
being. 

Gauntlet Editorial Board

While we remember,
Harper forgets
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c a m p u s  q u i p s

Kaye Coholan
Gauntlet News

Should students use their cell 
phones during class?

For some University of Cal-
gary professors, the answer is a re-
sounding ‘yes’.

Cindy Graham, instructor for the 
department of biological sciences, 
uses an interactive soft ware pro-
gram that encourages students to 
participate in class using their cell 
phones and Wi-Fi-enabled devices.

In large biology lectures, Gra-
ham previously used a clicker sys-
tem where students use specialized 
hardware to remotely input data, 
such as their responses to a ques-
tion.

But last summer Graham started 
to look for alternatives. It was then 
that she came across Top Hat Mon-
ocle, a classroom response system 
that enables classroom interactiv-
ity using the electronic devices stu-
dents already own. 

Unlike many clicker systems, 
it uses a virtual platform where 
students can use text-enabled cell 
phones and wireless devices.

Graham said it is easier to set up 
and run in the classroom.

Top Hat Monocle, a program 
released by two University of Wa-
terloo students in September 2010, 
is based on the premise that most 
students own a cell phone or other 
wireless device.

“Th e fi rst thing we did was go to 
the universities, trying to fi gure out 
if there was demand,” said Top Hat 
Monocle ceo Mike Silagadze. “We 
found out that how to keep students 
engaged is probably one of the most 
prominent issues right now. “Th at’s 
when we realized there’s actually a 
market for this.”

Previously-used systems required 
students to purchase a clicker de-
vice for around $30 plus the cost of 
a subscription. Top Hat Monocle 

charges students $20 per semester 
to subscribe or $38 for fi ve years.

Shazia Dharsee and Jeel Shah re-
sponsed to a practice question via 
text in their biology class. Th e stu-
dents agreed they preferred to use 
their phones over the clickers be-
cause they already own phones and 
don’t mind carrying them around. 

“You don’t really forget your 
phone,” Dharsee said.

Th e Top Hat Monocle soft ware 
can be used to take polls, quizzes,  
attendance, and to tally grades.

“We’ve been doing this for about 
a year and a half now and we have a 
pretty decent amount of data show-

ing that it improves grades and im-
proves attendance,” Silagadze said. 

But what about those who argue 
that these electronics serve as a dis-
traction to students?

Th ough Silagadze concedes that 
personal devices may be distracting 
in class, he argues that they are just 
one of a number of factors that con-
tribute to classroom engagement.

“You could write a bad text [book] 
and teach improperly from it,” he 
said, adding that professors should 
embrace rather than ban electronic 
devices. “Th e cell phones are there, 
there’s nothing you can do about it. 
Th e proper approach is to use these 

things in the classroom rather than 
ban them.”

As far as the U of C goes, the 
Gauntlet reported in March that the 
university was attempting to estab-
lish an across-the-board electronics 
policy that would dictate whether 
students could use their personal 
devices in class.

However, such a policy never 
came to fruition, according to vice-
president academic Ola Mohajer. 
“Basically we decided that there 
wasn’t really a way to do it,” she said. 
“It’s really hard to be able to look at 
all the diff erent ways that electronic 
devices can be used in a classroom 
and decide what’s appropriate and 
what’s not, because there’s such a 
wide array.”

Th e issue, which was addressed 
by the Academic Programs Com-
mittee, was diverged to the non-ac-
ademic misconduct policy. “So if a 
student was listening to loud music 
in a classroom and it was disrupting 
their peers, it would be tagged un-
der the non-academic misconduct 
policy,” she said, adding that infrac-
tions under the non-academic mis-
conduct policy do appear on a stu-
dent’s record, but only temporarily.

“Th e only thing that has come out 
of this is a few clauses that profes-
sors can add to their course outlines 
regarding how they want electronic 
devices used in their classrooms.”

Mohajer is hearing that profes-
sors and students are looking for 
more “rigidity” so they can better 
know what to expect.

“Th ere’s defi nitely more to be 
done since electronic device use 
will fall under non-academic mis-
conduct, which is being reviewed 
and revised this year,” she said. “I 
anticipate there will be more clauses 
added on the misuse of devices in 
the classrooms.”

Graham said that so far she has 
been satisfi ed with Top Hat Mon-
ocle. “My students have responded 

very positively to this program,” 
she said. “Th e response rate in my 
classes is far above the previous sys-
tem and I have had far less student 
complaints and problems.”

Classroom response system Top 
Hat Monocle is being used by 50 
universities across Canada and the 
United States this year. 20 profes-
sors at the U of C are currently us-
ing the program.

Th ough the U of C does not 
have a specifi c policy on the use of 
electronics in lecture halls, there 
is a limit to the number of Wi-Fi-
enabled devices that the university’s 
wireless network can support one at 
a time.

Th is new technology may lead 
to challenges as far as increased 
demand on the university’s Wi-Fi 
coverage.

“When the university decided to 
bring in this program with certain 
professors, the IT department was 
interested and had some concerns 
that in larger lecture theatres that 
hold 100 or more people, the in-
ternet coverage might not be quite 
up to the task of dealing with all 
the students,” said U of C media 
relations Grady Semmens. “So far 
they haven’t had any negative feed-
back from the professors, saying 
that it’s not usable or not working 
right, but they’re certainly watching 
it and trying to get feedback from 
professors if any upgrades need to 
be made.”

To overcome this, students are 
encouraged to use their cell phones 
to engage in classroom activities. “If 
there are going to be problems, they 
are getting around it by having the 
students use text messaging,” Sem-
mens said, adding that upgrades 
may be necessary to increase the 
density of the wireless network, 
particularly in large lecture halls.

“it had some concerns at the out-
set, but they think it’s a great use of 
technology overall,” said Semmens.

Electronics in the classroom
Some U of C profs embracing, not banning, use of phones in class

Kaye Coholan /the Gauntlet 

Interviews: Michael Grondin, Photographs: Josh Rose

How do you think electronics in the classroom affects learning?

“If you’re using it for 
the right purpose it’s 
really benefi cial.”
– Julia Bassett, 
fi rst-year 
engineering

“It can both aid in 
learning, and it can 
also be a distraction 
for some students 
depending on how 
they use it.”
– Kelsy Norman, 
second-year English

“It’s good if you have 
both the visuals 
and the instructor 
speaking.”
– Laura 
Whittingham, fi ft h-
year sociology

“I think it totally 
distracts people.”
– Morgan Nagel, 
third-year 
economics

Students text in responses in a biology class using Top Hat 
Monocle, a classroom engagement tool that allows students 
to use their own devices to interact with their professor.



G A U N T L E T  N E W S  N O V E M B E R  1 0 . 1 1   5

Emily Macphail
Gauntlet News 

In 2010, more than 60 per cent of 
sexual assaults that were report-
ed in Calgary involved either an 

impaired off ender or an impaired 
victim. Men between the ages of 
18–35 made up 55 per cent of of-
fenders and 58 per cent of victims 
were women in the same age group.

Now Sexual Assault Voices Cal-
gary, in partnership with Alberta 
Health Services and other agencies, 
is running a campaign titled “Don’t 
Be Th at Guy” to reduce these num-
bers.

Th e “Don’t Be Th at Guy” cam-
paign is focused on alcohol- or 
drug-facilitated sexual assault. 
Th e campaign takes a diff erent ap-
proach than most traditional sexual 
assault awareness initiatives, focus-
ing on changing the behaviour of 
the off ender rather than the victim. 
Th e SAV Calgary website states that 
“sexual assault is never the fault of 
the person it happens to, not under 
any circumstances.”

Traditionally such initiatives fo-
cus on teaching women techniques 
for self-defence and off er advice on 
how to stay safe. A current study 
being carried out at the University 
of Calgary is taking this approach, 
looking at interventions to “help 
women learn how to reduce their 
risk of sexual assault.” Th e study 
website states that women who 
participate will increase their abil-
ity to assess risk, determine and 
communicate their sexual values 
and needs, and develop verbal and 
physical self-defence skills.

Th e “Don’t Be Th at Guy” cam-
paign contends “the off enders 
themselves are responsible for 
changing their behaviours. Th ey 
are the only one responsible for an 

off ense being committed.” 
Th e target audience for the post-

ers is males aged 18–35, and fund-
ing for the outside advertising 
campaign has been contributed to 
by the Association of Alberta Sex-
ual Assault Services, Calgary Po-
lice Service, AHS, and HomeFront. 
Liaison for the campaign on the 
U of C campus Genevieve Hoff art 
said, “for years it has been about 
victim blaming [and how] women 
shouldn’t have put themselves in 
that situation, and now awareness 
is shift ing to the perpetrator.”

Director of the Women’s Re-
source Centre Nanako Furuyama 
agreed.

“No matter what kind of situa-
tion a woman is in, what they wear, 
there’s no excuse to commit the 
sexual assault,” she said.

Th e campaign was initially 
launched in Edmonton in Novem-
ber 2010 and has since been used 
in cities across Canada, including 
Ottawa, Vancouver, Kingston and 
Saskatoon. Phase one of the cam-
paign began on Oct. 13 in Calgary, 
including on the U of C campus. 

Th e posters are designed to be dis-
played on public transit, in bars and 
in other areas which are likely to 
reach the target audience in areas 
where these situations may occur.

Hoff art stated that it is becoming 
a global movement, similar to Slut 
Walk — a series of protest marches 
that began in Toronto to dispute the 
idea that women are responsible for 
sexual assault if they dress in a par-
ticular way.

Th e response in Edmonton was 
positive. Th ey are currently con-
sidering another round of poster 

distributions. Th e posters are very 
forceful in their message, including 
statements such as “Just because 
she’s drunk doesn’t mean she wants 
to f**k,” and “Just because you help 
her home doesn’t mean you get to 
help yourself.” Th e website states 
that their intention is not to off end, 
but rather to generate discussion 
and change behaviour.

“Th e message is very straight-
forward. It’s a great opportunity 
to start a discussion on what this 
poster means,” said Furuyama. She 
states that she would love to see 
more students being able to have 
open discussions on sexual assault 
and would like to see an awareness 
campaign that goes beyond just 
posters. 

Th e WRC is planning a lunch-
and-learn session on the campaign 
and sexual assault in the future. “I 
think [the WRC] is a safe place to 
discuss sensitive topics like sexual 
assault,” said Furuyama.

Graduate student in biological 
sciences Shaelen Konschuh agrees 
that the posters’ shock factor is a 
positive for the campaign. “Th ey’re 
very provocative, which is neces-
sary to get people’s attention, so I’m 
all for them. I think we should put 
more up.”

Hoff art has also contacted the 
U of C debate club to organize a 
prepared public debate which will 
help bring awareness to the cam-
paign and the issue of sexual as-
sault.

“In the end, it doesn’t matter if 
there is a winner or loser in the dis-
cussion — it’s about getting people 
to talk about a major social issue 
and the diff erent perspectives on 
solutions,” said Hoff art.

New approach to end sexual assault

per cent of sexual assaults that were reported 
in Calgary involving an impaired offender or 
an impaired victim.

60

approximate per cent of sexual assaults 
reported to the police.

10

The debate will be held on Dec.1 from 5 p.m. in 
Cassio. Further information on the campaign can be 

found at savcalgary.ca. 

These two posters are used to promote the “Don’t Be That Guy” campaign. The campaign’s 
goal is to raise awareness surrounding alcohol-facilitated sexual assault.

Courtesy Sexual Assault Voices of Calgary
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Riley Hill
Gauntlet News

Again, the time has come for 
the Gauntlet security report: 
our periodical cavalcade of 

the dangers, excitement and deprav-
ity that campus security gallantly 
deals with on a daily basis.

With the fall semester in full swing 
and students coming out of the tail 
end of midterms, summer for most 
seems like a distant memory. But 

for campus security, the battles won 
under the 2011 sunshine will not 
be soon forgotten, as the University 
of Calgary got its fair share of high 
profi le visits and bizarre student en-
counters. July presented our security 
team with one of its biggest challeng-
es to date: dealing with the maraud-
ing hordes of grandmothers, young 
monarchists and Kate Middleton 
enthusiasts pillaging campus during 
Will and Kate’s U of C visit. As a gen-
eral rule, any location where royalty 

will be present requires two specifi c 
things: tight security and a spotless 
toilet. Lanny Fritz, head of U of C 
campus security, found out that the 
two sometimes go hand in hand. 

“Prior to the visit, we had two 
meetings with Scotland Yard, the 
RCMP, and city police to put together 
a plan so we would have no issues 
when the visit took place,” said Fritz.

“We had to set aside a royal bath-
room. Th e room had to be sniff ed 
out by dogs, and a guard had to be 

posted in case a washroom was re-
quired.”

August was mostly quiet, with 
considerably few — but sometimes 
strange — incidents. For one spe-
cial day, the library got a little less 
classy as a student was caught in 
one of the most brazen viewings of 
pornography ever recorded on cam-
pus. Th e student shared a stern word 
with campus security aft er watching 
porn on a public computer, resulting 
in the student being kicked out of 
the MacKimmie Library, hopefully 
teaching him a lesson about where 
it’s appropriate to watch a skin fl ick. 
If a stranger is sitting beside you, it’s 
probably not a good time.

Once September arrived and the 
relative calm of the summer had 
passed, campus security had re-
turned to its normal routine of clean-

ing up the mess created by Th urs-
Den. In September alone, students’ 
most hallowed tradition of drinking 
until they embarrass themselves had 
already produced two close calls, 
and two distinct lessons for all new 
U of C students. 

Lesson one: if a man approaches 
you outside the Den and says he is 
a talent scout for a modeling agency, 
he’s probably not and it’s probably 
time to call Safewalk. 

In a shameless display of sleaze, a 
male was apprehended in early Sep-
tember aft er chatting up women by 
the smoke pit, saying he worked for 
an agency that was currently looking 
for new talent. When campus secu-
rity contacted the agency, they con-
fi rmed that he was not a talent scout. 

Lesson two: passing out in a ran-
see campus security, page 7
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Susan Anderson
News Assistant

In early June 2011, the west 
campus development board es-
tablished a corporation to start 

the plans for the west campus ex-
pansion. 

Th e University of Calgary is 
not in the business of land devel-
opment, so a legally independent 
company was created to manage 
the development. 

Th e independent board of direc-
tors, which is comprised of uni-
versity stakeholders and industry 
professionals, is in the process of 
hiring the fi rst ceo of the corpora-
tion. Th e land had been put into 
trust, with the board of directors 
acting as trustee and the University 
of Calgary as the benefi ciary — 
meaning the board of the directors 
holds and  takes care of the proper-
ty on behalf of the U of C and with 
the university’s interest in mind.

Th e creation of the corpora-
tion is a big step, and construc-

tion could start as early as 2014. 
Th ere are no defi nite dates so far. 
Th e west campus vision is still in 
the initial planning stages. Th e 
next steps is applying to the City 
of Calgary for land use approval. 
Th is will be a very public process 
with the opportunity for students 
and the public to express their con-
cerns.

“It’s an interesting project to 
look at,” said su president and west 
campus development board mem-
ber Dylan Jones. “If all goes as 
planned, it will be a pretty cool way 
to have a community and campus 
environment.”

Th e time frame to complete 
the west campus development is 
around 20–25 years.

“Two hundred acres of land 
were gift ed to us by the province of 
Alberta in 1994,” explained Jones.

In 2007, a master plan created a 
vision for the land.

Th e vision was to “create a 24- 
hour community on the campus, 
change it from a commuter cam-

pus which it is now, and create a 
sort of 24-hour activity centre,” 
explained director of west campus 
development Andrew Wallace.

Th ere would be residential, com-
mercial and retail opportunities in 
the west campus, a sort of “mixed 
use town.” Th e development would 
help attract people to the campus.

“Th e idea is to bring the com-
munity to the campus in a living 
and working environment,” said 
Jones. “I toured two other schools 
that have done this.”

Simon Fraser and the University 
of British Columbia both have resi-
dential areas that are connected to 
campus.

Th e master plan calls for around 
9 million square feet of develop-
ment, half of that would be resi-
dential. 

Th e university wants to concen-
trate the academic growth on the 
main campus so that most classes 
will be within a 10-minute walk 
from the Taylor Family Digital 
Library.

West campus development plans begins Campus security,  cont’d from page 6
dom location is not a very safe thing 
to do. A U of C student learned this 
the hard way aft er passing out on the 
CTrain station platform and falling 
onto the tracks in mid-September. 
By the time campus security showed 
up, witnesses had already pulled the 
student back onto the platform, and 
the U of C had marginally averted a 
tragedy.

Alcohol has also been a problem 
outside Den activity, as a number of 
busts involving students with open li-
quor have been reported on campus. 
In recent years the number of inci-
dents has been on the rise.

“One of the new trends that we’re 
seeing among students is there’s 
more use of open alcohol on campus, 

which is illegal and against the Alber-
ta liquor and gaming act,” said Fritz.

“I understand that many students 
partake in open alcohol before com-
ing to the bar because it’s much 
cheaper, but we do get people who 
consume too much in a short period 
of time and end up going to the hos-
pital. If we catch a student with alco-
hol, we make every eff ort to get the 
student to cooperate and dump out 
the liquor.”

Outside of alcohol related inci-
dents, the most common problems 
have been theft s and acts of vandal-
ism. As of Oct.1, losses from all in-
cidents are valued at $249,497.67, up 
$1,412.09 from the same time last 
year. 
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If you’ve braved the packed dance 
fl oor at Th ursDen over the past 
year, chances are that the fol-

lowing scenario has probably hap-
pened to you. You’re singing along 
with your favorite Top-40 jams, a 
beer or mini jug of vodka slime in 
hand, crammed alongside a number 
of your fellow University of Calgary 
students doing the same thing. Sud-
denly, the song changes and heavy 
bass starts to shake the room. A few 
people around you may recognize 
the song and start dancing to this 
strange jam in a way you’ve never 
seen before — a mix of rhythmic 
fl ailing and vigorous head-bobbing 
along to a track which sounds a lot 
more like robotic wobbles, and a lot 
less like Akon. If this has happened 

to you, then you, my friend, have lis-
tened to dubstep.

Dubstep is a branch of elec-
tronic dance music that, accord-
ing to the almighty Wikipedia, 
consists of “overwhelming wobble 
basslines and reverberant drum 
patterns with occasional vocals.” 
Others have described the genre in 
a number of diff erent ways, rang-
ing from “fi lthy” to “deep” to “the 
sounds of robots having sex.” Re-
gardless of how one describes it, 
the genre, which fi rst originated in 
south London in the late 1990s, has 
taken the world by storm. Th e genre 
now covers a wide range of sounds, 
ranging from the melodic, deeper 
sounds characteristic of the earliest 
dubstep producers, to the “heavy 
and fi lthy” side of dubstep that has 
had made big name at to a number 
of Canadian artists, such as b.c.’s 

own Excision and Datsik.
Across Canada, the dubstep genre 

and edm as a whole have caught on 
like wildfi re, but ask any local pro-
ducer and they’ll all tell you that Cal-
gary’s scene is the undisputed cham-
pion of Canadian bass subculture. 
One of the fruits of Calgary’s blos-
soming edm scene is locally-based 
record label Tycho Records, which 
has put out 18 releases (many to in-
ternational acclaim) since its estab-
lishment in 2010. What once start-
ed as the glimmer of a pipe dream 
for the label’s founder Kyle van 
Yzerloo in 2008 has become a high-
ly-respected outlet for the freshest 
basshead tunes. Tycho has estab-
lished a niche that balances carefully 
between dubstep’s grassroots com-
munity-vibe origins and its recent 
fl irtation with mainstream pop cul-
ture. I sat down with Kyle (who djs 

and produces under the alias Treble-
Sum) and one of the label’s signees 
Donald Dinsmore (a.k.a. Janana), to 
learn more about what Tycho is all 
about, and their take on dubstep’s 
sudden rise to fame.

Although initially shy and seem-
ingly a little skeptical about the 
whole aff air, both Kyle and Donald 
immediately perked up as soon as 
I began asking them about Tycho 
and their love of electronic music. 
Kyle had been tossing around the 
idea of starting a record label as an 
outlet to release local music for a 

couple of years, but it wasn’t until he 
fi nally took the plunge and quit his 
job last year that he was really able to 
delve into putting a business model 
together. 

“I just had a lot of free time on my 
hands,” said Kyle, rather sheepishly. 
“A lot of it began with contacting 
guys I was really a fan of. Some local 
friends and I put together a release 
and then our buddy from Vancou-
ver did another one.”
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Tycho Records
Local dubstep label discusses Calgary’s electronic dance music scene and their place in it

Label founder 
Kyle van Yzerloo 
spins at Quincy’s
Pub earlier this fall.

Read the rest of this story at thegauntlet.ca. After 
that, catch Tycho Records signee R/D opening for 
Bassnectar at the Big Four Building on Nov. 19.

N
athanael Darrell/the Gauntlet
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Recording music has never 
been easier. Gone are the 
days of shelling out big bucks 

to rent out time in a studio.  All you 
need is a laptop, an interface and 
some microphones and you’re on 
your way.

But getting the equipment is the 
easy part — the hard part is fi gur-
ing out how to use it. Figuring out 
learning how to use complex record-
ing hardware and soft ware can be a 
daunting task. Luckily for the aspir-
ing undergraduate musicians the Re-
cording Club is here to help.  

Th e club, founded by Sean Gore-
sht, aims to help student artists 
promote and record their original 
music, providing them with hands-
on experience with recording equip-
ment as well as a place to network 
with other musicians and develop as 
artists.  

Goresht says he started the club in 
2008 as a way to harness the talent 
and potential of students on campus. 
At the time, Goresht was looking to 
get started in audio recording and 
knew that there were lots of people 
like him working from their base-
ments. He also faced a common 
problem — unfi nished projects.

“I fi gured bringing all of us togeth-
er would be both fun and solve our 
issue,” says Goresht, “and it did.”  

Goresht also says he was inspired 
to start the club by a music collabo-
ration project called “Neverending 
White Lights.” Th e idea behind the 
project, created by Canadian artist 

Daniel Victor, was to create a record 
that featured a variety of diff erent 
voices, styles and artists proforming 
his own compositions while retain-
ing the “focused” sound characteris-
tic of a band.

Goresht says that “while listening 
to the project. . . one day, it occurred 
to me that I could something just like 
this, but on campus.” 

Th is idea of collaboration plays 
a big part in the club. Members are 
encouraged to contribute to one an-
other’s tracks in any way they can, 
even if this means stepping out of 
their comfort zone musically.

Goresht’s overall goal for the club 
is to have a “large network of stu-
dents who can rely on one another to 
get their tracks sounding amazing.”  

Th ough the club’s target audience 
is independent artists, no musical or 
recording experience is required to 
join. By working with others, Gore-
sht explains, “students will quickly 
learn the basics of sound recording 
and familiarize themselves with the 
logistics and the equipment.”  

Goresht also points out that there 
are many people involved in music 
production, and the club is always 
looking for graphic artists as well as 
individuals with pr and advertising 
experience.  

His is the only club sponsored 
by CampusPerks, a company that 
sponsors on-campus projects across 
the country. Th is association aff ords 
card-carrying members benefi ts like 
discounts at the Stör and the Den. 

Goresht encourages students in-
terested in the Recording Club to 
attend one of the club’s many events. 
Weekly walk-in recording sessions, 
scheduled offi  cial sessions and work-
shops are all off ered by the club. 

For more information on 
the Recording Club, check out 
webapps2.ucalgary.ca/~urecord/.  
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Arlene Lai/the Gauntlet

U of C Recording Club
Student-run organization provides one-of-a-kind musical opportunities for undergrads

The Recording Club offers 
sound equipment training to 
amateur musicians.

Still need your music fi x?
Check out an interview 

with Australian indie-pop 
band Th e Jezabels and a 

Skream and Benga concert 
review  at thegauntlet.ca. 

Just because.
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Lady Antebellum
Own the Night
(September 13, Capitol Nashville)(September 13, Capitol Nashville)

Th ey’re no Faith Hill and Tim McGraw, but Charles 
Kelley and Hillary Scott — the two lead vocalists of 
Lady Antebellum — combine to produce an entire 
album of love songs that are just as believable as 
theirs. 

With their third studio album, Own the Night, the 
group has come out with yet another enjoyable lis-
tening experience. Th ere are no “fi ller” songs on 
their latest disc. Each track has something unique to 
off er, and each is built on the important foundation 
of quality song-writing. Th e way the voices Charles 
Kelley and Hillary Scott complement each other to 
bring the songs to life is the key to Lady Antebel-
lum’s success. 

Th e album progresses through a variety of falling-
in-love songs, break-up songs, wish-I-had-you-back 
songs, and feeling-good-in-love songs. Th ere’s a 
song here for every season of a relationship. 

Th e instrumentals are also impressive throughout, 
including strong piano melodies, smooth acoustic 
guitar and even some mandolin for good measure. 
Overall, the album has a bit of a slower feel. If you 
enjoy country music at all, defi nitely give this album 
a listen.

Jorie Les

Sarah Slean
Land & Sea
(September 27, Pheremone Recordings)(September 27, Pheremone Recordings)

Sarah Slean is a 34-year-old recording artist and a 
singer, songwriter, pianist and an occasional actress 
who recorded her fi rst album, Universe, at the age of 
19. You can feel her enthusiasm and commitment to 
what she does based on her lyrical themes that are 
clearly inspired by her studies in philosophy.  All the 
songs on her sixth studio album, Land & Sea, are 
written by her, and most of them are produced by 
Joel Plaskett. 

Land & Sea is a two-disc set, and each CD contains a 
diff erent style of music — one being classical while 
the other is pop. Th e fi rst disc, Land, is cheery and 
upbeat. It is also inspiring, philosophical and spiritu-
al, however, and its themes focus on issues like life on 
Earth, pain, pride, society and the strangeness of our 
world. Sea, her second disc, is a classical masterpiece 
that is recorded with 21 orchestral pieces.

Th is album is oriented more toward a mature audi-
ence — those who would focus on the subtle lyrics 
and the art of her music. For those who like her style 
and especially enjoy relaxing music, I would recom-
mend Sea. If you are in a more energetic mood, go 
ahead and listen to Land. Aft er adventuring across 
the land and wandering into the sea, it will be inter-
esting to see where Slean is planning to take us next.

Manar Naser

Coldplay
Mylo Xyloto
(October 24, Parlophone)(October 24, Parlophone)

It has now been over a decade since Coldplay released 
their fi rst album, Parachutes. For their fi ft h album, 
the band builds on the Brian Eno-infused sounds of 
Viva la Vida or Death and All His Friends (2008). 

With Mylo Xyloto, we are treated to the standard 
Coldplay themes — Chris Martin’s soaring melodies 
and falsetto, along with optimistic lyrics — but this 
album jumps around too much to act as a single unit. 
Th e songs move from European nightclub hits to soft  
acoustic ballads. Th e highs are a bit too high and 
the lows a bit too low. Aft er listening to the album a 
number of times, I’m still unconvinced that there was 
much eff ort put into the track order — unlike Viva la 
Vida, it fails to take the listener on a journey.

Th at doesn’t mean that Coldplay haven’t put togeth-
er some great songs. “Charlie Brown” wins points 
for being in an unconventional time signature. “Us 
Against the World” shows Martin’s voice at his best: 
exploring his whole range by hitting low notes, then 
rising to a powerful crescendo. Eno’s recognizable 
sound is present throughout but thankfully not over-
bearing. 

Mylo Xyloto is still worth a listen despite its fl aws, but 
it’s far from Coldplay’s fi nest work.  

Eric Mathison



o p i n i o n s Editor: Remi “Shangri La of the heart” Watts—opinions@thegauntlet.ca

G A U N T L E T  N O V E M B E R  1 0 . 1 1   1 1

E arlier this year, the Students’ Union 
held its annual Teaching Excellence 
Awards (TEA) Ceremony 

recognizing 23 professors and 4 teacher’s 
assistants. Hall of Fame memberships were 
bestowed upon John Humphrey, Donald 
Kline, Ronald Kydd, Wayne Irving, Nancy 
Moules, Nicholas Rafferty and David Taras 
for being nominated multiple times over the 
past several years.
The SU Teaching Excellence Awards are an 
important program for both students and 
the University and exhibit the quality of 

education that is prevalent here at the UofC. 
This year the tradition continues with three 
opportunities throughout the 2011-2012 
academic year to nominate and recognize 
teaching excellence. As your year unfolds 
you may find in your class some very special 
instructors and teachers’ assistants that you 
want to nominate.     
The SU’s Teaching Excellence Awards (TEA) 
provides this opportunity for students. The 
SU is proud to be able to publicly recognize 
professors and teacher’s assistants who 
believe in excellence and the highest quality 
of education at the University of Calgary. 
The SU Teaching Excellence Awards will 
culminate in a gala TEA Ceremony in April.
Excellent teachers are chosen for their 
ability to communicate broad and accurate 

knowledge of the subject matter and ability 
to create enthusiasm among students. 
Other criteria include success at challenging 
students, ability to cultivate creative 

thinking on the part of students, availability 
for consultation outside of class along with 
fairness and consistency in grading.

If this sounds like someone at the head of 
your class, we’ll give you an opportunity 
to publically recognize and thank them. 
Students can nominate teachers during the 
spring, summer, fall and winter semesters. If 
the SU receives a minimum of 5 nominations 
the teacher is officially nominated. Your SU 
TEA Committee reviews all nominations 
from students based on standardized criteria 
and winners are announced in the spring.
The first nomination deadline for the fall 
semester is November 18. Nomination 
forms are available on the SU website and at 
the SU office in MSC.
Please join us in recognizing 
excellence!

Ola Mohajer 
VP Academic

“ Excellent teachers are 
chosen for their ability to 
communicate broad and 
accurate knowledge of the 
subject matter and ability 
to create enthusiasm 
among students.” 

Who’s at the head of your class? SU’s Teaching Excellence Awards 
Fall Nomination Deadline November 18

 Th e Students’ Union column is provided by the su and published without Gauntlet editorial revision. 

Tibet needs our attention

Since March of this year, Tibet 
has seen an alarming surge in 
the practice of self-immolation. 

Self-immolation is the act of setting 
oneself on fi re with the intention of 
suicide. Th ey young people burning 
themselves to death are monks and 
nuns — buddhists who have taken a 
sacred vow of non-violence, against 
others and against themselves. So, 
why, then are they killing themselves 
in such a violent and provocative way? 
Tibet has been occupied by the People’s 
Republic of China since 1950. Not 
only do they claim Tibet’s land as their 
own, but they continue the practice 
of human rights abuses against the 
Tibetan people and a slow and subtle 
cultural genocide which is little known 
to the outside world. Th e media in 
China and Tibet is state-controlled 
and strictly censored.

However, I’m not here to re-tell the 
story of Tibet and who is right, the 
Tibetans or the People’s Republic of 
China. Th is is about those monks and 
nuns, who are 17, 18, 19, 20 years old.
Th ey could be us. Th ey could be you, 
sitting in MacHall right now, eating 
lunch you just bought with your 
own money, talking to friends you’ve 
chosen yourself, about any topic that 

comes to mind. Sharing opinions and 
thoughts that are yours alone, without 
fear that someone is watching or 
listening and ready to persecute you 
for what you say, do or think.

Th at level of control, overlooking 
freedoms and liberties, is just a snippet 
of what people in Tibet experience 

every single day. Torture, beatings, 
detainments, jail without fair trial or 
representation, censorship, lack of 
jobs and restrictions on education, 
are common occurrences in Tibet. So 
when we go back to the question of 
why in the world these young monks 
and nuns would possibly want to burn 

themselves to death, all of a sudden 
it doesn’t seem so farfetched. If they 
themselves, their parents before them, 
their friends, family and loved ones all 
have to live under severe repression 
every day, for over 50 years it’s easier 
to see the reasons behind such 
practices. No outside government has 
intervened, no leaders with infl uence 
have spoken for them or tried to create 
dialogue between them and China, or 
even attempted to say to China, “Th is is 
2011 and we don’t treat human beings 
that way, and we are watching what you 
do and we don’t agree with it. You have 
to stop.” Well maybe self-immolation 
was the only choice left . Perhaps aft er 
a short life of desperation those monks 
and nuns fi nally thought, “If I do this, 
maybe someone will fi nally notice.”

In Tunisia, one single person set 
himself on fi re, igniting the Arab 
spring, and the world has continued 
to watch events unfold. We’ve kept a 
close eye on Egypt, Syria and Libya, 
believing that if we support their 
quest for freedom, democracy and 
basic human rights it will become 
attainable. One single person created 
that change. Ten people in Tibet have 
done the same thing. Who is going to 
support them, and when? How many 
more lives will have to be taken before 
the world stands up to China? How 
many more brothers, sisters, aunts 
and uncles, will we have to lose their 
lives before people notice the plight of 
Tibet?

Tsering Asha Leba
Gauntlet Opinions
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From the perspective of an 
adequately informed Marxist 
— or to this Marxist at least — 

the Occupy movement’s emergence 
is no surprise. Capitalism, as a 
system with cycles of boom and 
bust, is inherently crisis-prone. 
Whenever capitalism, globally or 
nationally, is in the doldrums, the 

working class and the growing 
unemployed (not to mention the 
middle class) begin to protest.

But the spectrum of protest 
is broad. It includes actions and 
views that are easily integrated 
within the current web of socio-
political and economic relations, 
and those that point beyond them. 
As a contradictory, still developing 
movement, Occupy contains both.

Th e signifi cance of the movement 
though, is that it represents a real 
shift  in class consciousness among 
American workers. Th is is seen in 

the antagonistic duality proclaimed 
by the movement: the 99 per cent 
versus the 1 per cent.

Th is crude and basic dichotomy 
reveals a developing grasp of 
capitalist reality: there are classes 
that exist and have opposing 
interests. Yes, there is a tiny rich 
minority and a vast majority that 
labour for a living, in one form or 
another. In the context of America, 
where the myth is peddled that 
either most people are middle class 
or there are no real classes, this 
is truly monumental, especially 
as America has no working-class 
political parties of signifi cance.

Th us, there is an increasing 
level of radicalisation among the 
American working class. Th e 
question is, where will it go? Will it 
be co-opted by the Democrats? Will 
it lose steam, with its remains being 
picked over by left -wing sects? Or 
will it be the basis for a new third 
party? 

Th ese are questions on which 
a Canadian can only speculate. 
Currently, the movement shows no 
sign of slowing down, but rather 
it continues to grow. What we can 

be sure of, as a general perspective, 
is that as the ongoing crisis of 
capitalism continues the Occupy 
movement will radicalise further.

As for the Occupy movement 
in Canada, some dynamics here 
are similar, but the situation is not 
exactly the same. Undoubtedly, our 
country is an imperialist country 
that is well-integrated with the 
global economy, and political 
corruption and poverty exist here 
too. But the truth is that Canada has 
its own specifi cities and the diff erent 
provinces and cities have their own 
histories, traditions, economy, etc.

Th us, for example, Occupy 
Calgary has focused on corporate 
greed like their sisters and 
brothers elsewhere. But in Calgary, 

homelessness, with its attendant ills, 
and the lack of aff ordable housing 
are among the most pressing local 
issues.

It is precisely because it has been 
so vocal regarding inequality that 
it has been vilifi ed by sections of 
the media. It is incumbent upon all 
Calgarians dedicated to progressive 
social change in our society to 
support Occupy Calgary’s eff orts. 
And, importantly, it is the duty of 
those Calgarians who are opposed 
to the movement to actually 
investigate the real situation.

Occupy Calgary has not yet 
started a revolution, but it has 
ensured that poverty in this bastion 
of western capitalism will not soon 
be forgotten.

The Occupy movement 
through a Marxist lens

Jason Devine
Gauntlet Opinions



Modern advertisers 
frequently claim that 
their herbal remedies 

are “all natural” or “contain all 
natural ingredients.” But what 
do these claims really mean? 
When we want to know this, we 
must fi nd a way to defi ne the 
word ‘natural.’ In the sense that 
the marketers want to use it, it 
seems to mean “not artifi cial” or 
“sourced from nature.” When we 
want to call something artifi cial, 
we must mean that it was created 
by humans and does not occur in 
nature.

Th e term ‘artifi cial,’ being 
separate from the natural world, 
implies artifi ciality is detrimental 
to our health. Th e implied claims 
about natural products is that 
they are healthier, better for you 
and safer simply because they 
are natural. Being natural is just 

a shorthand way of saying “not 
made by humans.” But from this 
it does not follow that any such 
thing would be healthier, safer or 
better for you. Consider arsenic: it 
is highly toxic in small doses, and 
yet it occurs in nature in mineral 
form. Many things in nature are 
not healthier for you, indeed, 
they are downright dangerous! 

Nowhere do appeals to natural 
occur more frequently than in 
herbal remedy advertisements 
and on product labels. When 
considering a purchase of 
such items, it makes sense for 
the consumer to carefully and 
critically analyse the claims 
made about the product. Many 
products use the natural claim as 
a selling point — don’t be fooled 
by this empty claim. Be aware 
in general of such remedies as 
they are oft en untested (or tested 
with the most shoddy, poorly 
controlled and methodologically 
unsound clinical trials). As of 
right now, these remedies are 
governed under the Natural 
Health Product Regulation act, 

which is odd because the claims 
they make should merit their 
inclusion in the much more strict 
Food and Drug Act. Th e failure 

of the government to properly 
regulate this industry means that 
some herbal remedies can vary 
in purity and dose strength. To 
quote from the Health Canada 

website: “Because Health Canada 
has not yet evaluated all natural 
health products currently on the 
market, products with exemption 

numbers can also legally be sold in 
Canada.” Any herbal remedy that 
may have been tested for quality 
(not the same as effi  cacy) can 
be legally sold without adequate 

testing. Can this really mean the 
natural product is healthier than 
an ‘artifi cial,’ prescription drug? 

A further caution is outlined 
on the Health Canada website 
under the Risks of Natural Health 
Products section: “interaction 
with prescription drugs or other 
natural health products.” Because 
all herbal remedies are available 
over the counter there is a risk 
that they may interact with 
detrimental eff ects when mixed 
with prescription drugs or other 
herbal remedies the consumer is 
already taking. Th e website rightly 
advises that anyone wishing to 
use herbal remedies consult with 
their physician before doing so. 

But in the end, wouldn’t it just be 
better to include herbal remedies 
in the Food and Drug Act and 
administer them by prescription 
only? Unless of course the 
industry knows that herbal 
remedy effi  cacy is not as good as 
medical grade pharmaceuticals 
and thus herbs could not compete 
with prescription drugs in the 
same market.
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Matthew Feeg
Gauntlet Opinions

Natural (non)remedies
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Justin Seward
Gauntlet Sports

Although his time throwing el-
bows and scoring goals for the 
Detroit Red Wings is over, Gordie 
Howe, also known as ‘Mr. Hockey,’ 
continues to be a huge force in the 
community, raising money for Al-
zheimer’s research. In 2004, his wife 
Colleen lost her battle with demen-
tia, an event that inspired the Howe 
family to become active in the fi ght 
against Alzheimer’s. Howe has 
teamed up with Scotiabank to host 
the second annual Pro-Am tour-
nament in Calgary April 13–15, 
2012. Mark Napier, nhl Alumni 
president, said the over $60 mil-
lion raised for Alzheimer’s disease 
in the last seven years has been a 
huge success. “It’s pretty special to 
have Gordie’s name and his wife 
Colleen — he wanted to keep it in 
honour of her name,” said Napier. 
“Toronto raised $860,000, Calgary 

raised over a million and Edmon-
ton under a million for fi rst-time 
tournaments.”

Originally established by the 
Baycrest Foundation, the tourna-
ment is a weekend-long event for 
nhl alumni — it’s a chance for 
players to relive memories from 
their careers and share them with 
others. Teams raise money to draft  
their favourite nhl alumnus — 
Th eo Fleury, Lanny McDonald and 
Tiger Williams were among play-
ers draft ed last year.

“We have the draft  party here [in 
Calgary] when players spend time 
with their team. You end up with 
three games and the top-fundrais-
ing team gets more. Th e most fun 
part is the beer and chicken wings 
aft er and it’s funny watching 60 guys 
being mesmerized,” said Napier.

Mr. Hockey was at an event in 
Calgary on Nov. 4 promoting the 
tournament. “People still come up 
in the airport wanting to get his au-

tograph. One guy went in the gift  
shop to get hats for him to sign and 
in the hotel people come up and 
talk to him — it must get pretty spe-
cial for him at 84-years-old to still 

be so well-known,” said Napier.
Howe set the record for most 

games played, 1,767, and most 
games played with a single team — 
the Red Wings — with 1,687. 

“With the help of Ted Lindsay 
and Sid Abel, I made the front 

line of Detroit and got myself in 
a position where you’re called 
upon and it’s the nicest feeling 
in the world,” said Howe. “If I hit 
[someone], and there weren’t hel-

mets when it started, cuts around 
the eye and cheekbone were com-
mon,” said Howe. He mentioned 
that concussions are a dangerous 
reality of hockey today, but were 
even more so during his career 
from 1946–80 when helmets were 

not required in the NHL. “Th e best 
rule that they made was that the 
stick couldn’t come above the 
shoulders and I felt sorry for the 
shorter guys,” said Howe.

Alzheimer’s has taken a lot of 
lives and research is ongoing — it 
is through fundraising eff orts, like 
the Pro-Am tournaments, that 
fi nding a cure is possible. Accord-
ing to the Alzheimer’s Society, 
around 40,000 people in Alberta 
live with dementia and 17 per 
cent are diagnosed under the age 
of 65. 

“Th ere are more Canadians go-
ing to be exposed to Alzheimer’s 
and dementia,” said Frank King, 
tournament chair. “You do need 
something to attract people to the 
cause. Gordie Howe is Mr. Hock-
ey — he is so well-known and is 
delighted to help with this cause. 
We had 15 teams and raised over 
$1 million in Calgary and expect 
to raise $1.6 million this year.”

Josh Rose
Gauntlet Sports

How many dinosaurs does 
it take to kill a ram’s hope 
of winning the Hardy 

Cup? Just one University of Cal-
gary football team will do. For the 
third time in four years, the Dinos 
have sent the Regina Rams back 
home and have advanced to the 
Hardy Cup fi nal. In Friday night’s 
game, a 16–4 result, the Dinos 
scored early in the fi rst quarter, 
leaving the Rams behind in the 
turf, but ran into penalty trouble 
in the fourth with 14 infractions 
for 140 yards and had 85 off ensive 
yards called back.

Th ough the Dinos missed their 
chance for a perfect season at the 
hands of the University of British 
Columbia Th underbirds during 
their last game of the season on 

Oct. 29, the Dinos are still striving 
for the elusive Vanier Cup. Aft er a 
disappointing loss to Laval Rouge 
et Or in the Vanier Cup last year, 
the Dinos have their eyes on cap-
turing the cis title in what would 
be their ninth appearance in the 
league fi nal. 

“In order to win and have a 
perfect season or win a national 
championship you need to have a 
little bit of luck. You just need to do 
what you’re capable of doing and, 
God willing, you can have that 
kind of season,” said Dinos head 
coach Blake Nill. 

Fift h-year running back Matt 
Walter has become one of the best 
running backs in U of C history. 
He has run over 4,000 yards, one 
of nine to do so, and with over 30 
touchdowns, Walter is the all-time 
touchdown leader in Dinos history. 

“It’s pretty rewarding. It looks 

good on the program, for the 
coaches and my teammates. I hope 
to transfer it to the next level,” said 
Walter. 

“Matt [Walter] was a key recruit 
back in 2006,” said Nill. “From day 
one he’s been a superstar with us.”

Walter has had a terrifi c season 
following a terrifi c summer when 
he was draft ed into the cfl 34th 
overall by the Calgary Stamped-
ers and played for Team Canada 
in the ifaf world championship in 
Austria. 

“We have to play with discipline 
and a lot smarter for next game,” 
said Nill. Th e dynamic Dinos 
will host the 75th Hardy Cup on 
Remembrance Day against ubc. If 
the Dinos defeat the T-birds, they 
will go on to the Mitchell Bowl 
semi-fi nals where they will get a 
shot to appear in Vancouver for 
the Vanier Cup on Nov. 25.

“We need to stick to the game 
plan and work hard — just need to 
do our jobs,” said Walter. 

“We run the football and we have 
to stop the run. All of our planning 
goes into those two facets,” said 
Nill. “We’ve been struggling with 
injuries and we have a lot of young 
men playing positions they aren’t 

ready to play yet, but they’re step-
ping up, working hard and doing 
the best job they can.” 

Th e Dinos are second place in the 
cis, behind Laval. Th e winner of the 
Canada West Hardy Cup will earn 
the right to host the Quebec cham-
pion in the cis semi-fi nal Mitchell 
Bowl on Nov. 18.

Football playoff dreams begin

Mr. Hockey heads Alzheimer’s charity

Gordie Howe visits Calgary to promote an Alzheimer’s awareness.
Justin Seward /the Gauntlet 

The Dinos get ready to rush for the end zone.
Josh Rose /the Gauntlet 



James Rose
Gauntlet Sports

The last Collective Bargain-
ing Agreement of the NBA 
signed in 2005 guaranteed 

six seasons of play and had an ex-
piration date of July 1, 2011. Th e 
expiration date has passed with no 
further contract signed, resulting 
in a cancellation of games until at 
least Nov. 30. Th is is only the sec-
ond time in the league’s 65-year 
history a lockout has occurred —  
the 1998–99 season managed, de-
spite half the season being locked 
out, to have a 50-game season. 
Any hockey fan will recall how the 
nhl’s 2004–05 lockout wiped out 
an entire season of play and ulti-
mately made the Canadian winter 
even longer. 

Money is the primary issue fac-
ing the continued lockout. Under 
the old cba, league commissioner 
David Stern announced at a press 
conference in late 2010 that “ . . . 
the league lost a total of $1 billion 
in the last six years of play.” Th e loss 
of revenue continues despite the 
league’s popularity steadily increas-
ing during the same time frame. 
Last season alone, Stern stated the 
league had “losses that were ap-
proaching the $400 million mark.” 
With the nba keeping private fi -
nancial records, it is diffi  cult to 
know the exact amount of revenue 
lost, provoking the nba players’ as-
sociation executive director Billy 
Hunter, who also represents the 
players’ union, to openly question 
the league’s accounting principles 
and the validity of such numbers. 

“Th ere has been ongoing debate 
and disagreement regarding the 
numbers,” Hunter said in an AP 
news article. “We do not agree that 
the stated loss fi gures refl ect an 
accurate portrayal of the fi nancial 
health of the league.” 

For Stern and the league own-
ers, a new cba needs to be craft ed 
to stop the monetary bleeding. 
For Hunter, doubts regarding the 
league’s actual fi nancial direness is 
leading him to do what he can to 
retain player earnings for the next 
few years. 

Th ere are a few main points of 
contention between the players’ 
union and the league’s owners, in-
cluding the revision of the current 
salary cap and its inherent excep-
tions, the percentage of basketball-
related income the players should 
receive, an eff ective way to share 
revenue among the 30 teams, a re-

vision of guaranteed contracts and 
the slight possibility of league con-
traction. 

Th e lockout won’t aff ect college 
and university players who have 
hopes of someday playing pro-bas-
ketball — the draft  for this season 
has already happened. University 
of Calgary second-year point guard 
Jarred Ogungbemi-Jackson was 
quick to point out the large sums 
of money NBA players are earning. 
In favour of lowering the salary cap, 
Ogungbemi-Jackson said, “lower-
ing the salary cap is really only go-
ing to aff ect superstars like Kobe 
Bryant who make at least triple what 
most other players make.” 

Fift h-year forward Boris Bakovic, 
who recently had the privilege of 
representing the U of C and Canada 

for the 26th Summer Universaide in 
China, thinks it’s not a good idea for 
the league to get rid of teams to save 
money, “but if Stern thinks so then 
maybe it should happen.” 

Patrick Walker, a second-year 
forward, said, “they should keep it 
the way it was, based off  last season’s 
results, so that it evens the balance 
of power in the league.” For Walker, 
there would be “no problem with 
a team potentially getting two fi rst 
overall picks in a row.”

So while the league and its play-
ers try to sort out a new CBA and 
hopefully prevent a complete loss 
of season, it is safe to say that 
changes need to be made with how 
the NBA is economically struc-
tured. With the league losing mon-
ey yearly, like any other business, 

change is needed — it’s obvious 
the league is not being run as ef-
fi ciently and eff ectively as possible. 
Like the great business guru War-

ren Buff ett once said, “when the 
tide goes out, only then can you 
see who was swimming naked.” 
Let’s just hope change comes soon.
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Casualties of the NBA lockout 



Editor: Morgan “Poppy Princess” Shandro—illustrations@thegauntlet.ca
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Imaginary Anomaly — Morgan Shandro

Life Scream — Sean Willett

Stercum Accidit — Kurt Genest

Society of Coyotes — Remi Watts

Network Admin
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