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Alison Redford was elected 
leader of the Progressive 
Conservative Party on 

Oct. 1, 2011 in a come-from-behind 
win with the idea of breaking up 
the “old boys’ club” ruling Alberta. 
Sworn in on Oct. 7, 2011, she has 
been our premier for a little over 
100 days and has made a controver-
sial fi rst impression. 

Far from the departure from the 
old ways she promised, Redford has 
been frustratingly status quo.  She 
limits debate, holds rushed late-
night sessions and does not inform 
her mlas about legislation. 

Redford won the pc party’s sec-
ond ballot when third place can-
didate Doug Horner’s votes were 
redistributed. Front-runner Gary 
Mar won 33,233 (42.5 per cent) of 
the original fi rst-choice votes, Red-
ford won 28,993 (37.1 per cent), and 
Horner won 15,950 (20.4 per cent), 
but with the votes redistributed to 
fi nd a 50 per cent majority, Red-
ford had 37,104 and Mar only had 
35,491.  

She has been busy revising a land 
use law, announcing $107 million 
back into education funding, start-
ing a review of mla salaries and 
changing the timing of provincial 
elections, among other moves. 

She has many promises to keep. 
She wants more services from 
volunteers and policies to sup-
port them, as well as social action 
through private, non-profi t agen-
cies. She also promises the sale of 
“Social Impact Bonds” which would 
“permit private investors to sup-
port programs that save taxpayers 
money. Savings realized by the gov-

ernment will generate returns for 
investors.”  

Other promises she made include 
$400 more per month for aish re-
cipients, a full judicial inquiry into 
healthcare, more funding for po-
lice, restoring chiropractic funding 
for seniors, Assured Income for the 
Severe Handicapped recipients, and 
low income Albertans, three year 
funding for education, online vot-
ing in provincial elections, putting 
all resource revenue above $6 billion 
into savings and an end to all politi-
cal meddling in healthcare. Good 
luck on the last two. 

She is trying to keep all her prom-
ises before the next election, but she 
is not taking the time to pass prop-
erly debated bills the majority of Al-
bertans want. 

Th e legislation that has marked 
her leadership in most eyes is the in-
troduction of harsher punishments 
for having a blood alcohol level 
greater than .05 and .08 while driv-

ing. Although harsher punishment 
for drinking and driving is positive, 
reviews have called this a “textbook 
example of how not to implement 
law.” 

Th e bill seemed to appear out of 
nowhere aft er Redford was elected, 
and was one of six pieces of legis-
lation tabled in a speedy two week 
fall session. Redford used closure, 
which limits the amount of time a 
bill is debated, and late night ses-
sions to hastily pass the bill. Th e 
criticism doesn’t just come from the 
opposition parties and the hospital-
ity industry, but from mlas in Red-
ford’s own caucus. 

pc mla Richard Marz for Olds-
Didsbury-Th ree Hills voted against 
the bill, doubting that the bill would 
lower traffi  c deaths as Redford in-
tends. Redford and her team didn’t 
thoroughly consult key stakehold-
ers such as the hospitality industry, 
opposition parties, interested Al-
bertans or even the entire pc party. 

mlas complained that they didn’t 
have time to inform their constitu-
ents or properly examine the bill, 
but they still voted the bill through 
in true pc majority style.    

Redford also promised fi xed 
election dates. Yet Albertans have 
received “fi xed time of the year” 
election dates. Th e government still 
gets to choose which time between 
March and May they want to call 
an election. British Columbia’s elec-
tions are held on the second Tuesday 
in May every four years, with the 
next one May 14, 2013. Saskatch-
ewan’s elections are held on the fi rst 
Monday in November, every four 
years. How hard is it to pick a date?

Redford also broke her promise 
to restore $107 million in education 
funding by fi nding savings in the 
budget. Redford announced when 
she became premier that she would 
fi nd the money by cutting costs in 
less priority areas, but in fact she has 
taken money from the savings fund 
to uphold her promise. Redford is 
trying to make herself look good 
now but she’s not thinking of Al-
berta’s future when she does things 
like this. 

Albertans chose Alison Redford 
because she off ered people the op-
portunity to maintain a level of sta-
bility and continuity while breaking 
up the stale, stuff y conservative  pol-
itics we’ve put up with for so long. 
However, rather than tackling the 
situation in a new way, Redford has 
shown herself to be nothing more 
than a continuation of Stelmach’s 
embarrassing reign, with lipstick.  
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Golden Spatula
First, to all of you who 

wrote in last week: no, the 
Golden Spatula award is not 
the latest showcase for fash-
ionable male scarves. Rather, 
it is a chance for us to recog-
nize journalistic raptitudicity. 
This week we, the Gauntlet, 
would like to thank Isaac 
‘trauma-free’ Azuelos for all of 
his type-setting, advice 
giving, science defending, 
catwalking, masterbatory 
watch-wording and general 
suaveness. Thanks Isaac — 
not only do you look fabu-
lous in a burnt orange me-
rino wool ascot, but you’re 
an exceptional volunteer 
to boot!

Furor Arma Ministrat

Room 319, MacEwan Students’ Centre
University of Calgary
2500 University Drive NW
Calgary, AB  T2N 1N4
General inquiries: 403-220-7750
thegauntlet.ca

The Gauntlet is the offi cial student newspaper of the University of 
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and the Ombudsboard. The complete Grievance Policy is online at: 
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“I do enjoy my ascots.”

Isaac 
“friend of cats” 

Azuelos
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c a m p u s  q u i p s

Susan Anderson
News Assistant

Students travelling between 
MacHall and Science Th e-
atres are no longer able to cut 

through Science A. Th e building is 
now under construction — an in-
convenience when it is –30. 

“Oft en with construction, there’s 
a little bit of short-term pain now, 
but I think it’s going to be some re-
ally long-term gain,” said Students’ 
Union president Dylan Jones, who 
toured Science A before fall ses-
sion exams.   

Phase one of Science A is due to 
be completed in late fall 2012, and 
phase two, which includes the ad-
dition of a new fl oor to the build-
ing, will move forward when fund-
ing is available.

Th e provincial government is 
funding both phases. Th e current 
costs of phase one include $14.75 
million for construction costs and  
$19 million for project costs, split 
between the Infrastructure Main-
tenance Program and Energy En-
vironment Experiential Learning 
grants. Project costs include de-
sign, project management, services 
such as moving, furnishings and 
equipment. 

Director of campus planning Jon 
Greggs said, “phase one work is all 
stand alone because there’s prob-
ably going to be a period of time 
before we get the funding for phase 
two.”

Th ere will be a net gain of eight 
classrooms. Former labs have al-
ready been moved into the new 
eeel building where they are phys-
ically larger, giving each student 4 
metres of work room, up from 2.5 
metres. Th e new labs give everyone 
access to natural light and increase 
the access to fume hoods, electri-
cal power networking, safety appli-
ances and equipment. 

Although a separate project, the 

greenhouses that were destroyed 
in a hailstorm in 2010 are being 
fi xed too.  

“Th ey’re almost done, they have 
all the replacement glass, which 
has a fi lm on it now for shatter 
resistance,” said Greggs. All of 
the glass has been replaced, and 
they’re starting to work on the me-
chanical systems. 

Science A was designed in the 
1950s and built in the early 1960s, 
with only a few modifi cations over 
the years. Most of the building is 
original and needs to be updated 
to meet the current building codes. 

“Science A and the Administra-
tion building, which used to be 
called the Arts building, are the 
two original buildings on campus,” 
said Greggs. “In 1960 the univer-
sity campus was several kilometres 
from any other construction and 
it was basically a bare fi eld as far 

as you can see, with two buildings 
stuck on it.”

Science A was not intended to 
be the crowded walking link con-
necting MacHall and science the-

atres. Surveyors have counted ap-
proximately 12,000 people walking 
through Science A in a nine-hour 
workday. 

Because Science A was built in 

the 1960s, there was asbestos in it. 
“It’s all been removed now,” said 

Greggs. “Where it was used, call it 
‘encapsulated applications’, there 
was never any risk to people in the 
building.”

Asbestos is a fi re resistant min-
eral that was used a lot during the 
1950s and ‘60s. One of its main 
uses was insulation around pipes. 

It is a fi brous material, which is 
why it causes serious illness upon 
inhalation, such as lung cancer. 

In Science A it was in the coun-
tertops for the labs, which made 
them “almost indestructible,” and 
in the panels above the doors, 
among other places. Th ere wasn’t 
all that much asbestos in Science 
A, and the current standard is to 
remove all asbestos from a build-
ing when the opportunity presents 
itself because it causes problems 
when a building is fi nally torn 
down.

Both Greggs and Jones report no 
major issues or complaints from 
the university community regard-
ing the construction.

However, some students have 
experienced inconveniences.  

Th ird-year development studies 
student Aasa Marshall had a block 
week class in Science A. 

“It was distracting with all the 
noise going on, banging and scrap-
ing, and one day we had no power 
in our classroom and no lights so 
they tried to supplement it with an 
industrial light bulb. Th at blinded 
everyone.”

No electricity also meant no 
power for students’ laptops the 
entire morning, which hindered 
note-taking for students.    

“It just seems silly when there 
are probably hundreds of open 
classrooms. I am not sure why they 
put us in the middle of a construc-
tion zone,” said Marshall. “It was a 
bit ridiculous that we were in there 

What is changing in Science A?
• Two new stairwells
• New mechanical shaft
• New washrooms
• New elevators
• Remodeling of link between Science A and Science 

Theatres
• Ramp to Science Theatres will be replaced with lift
• Fire separation between Science A and Science 

Theatres will be improved
• Net gain of eight classrooms, 40  –59 seats each
• Moving the chemistry department
• Upgrading fi re alarm
• Asbestos removal

Science A construction causes disruption
Phase one of project to be fi nished by late fall 2012

Terry, one of the construction workers working on the Science A construction project.
Bonnie Chuong /the Gauntlet 

see science A, page 6

How does the construction in Science A affect you?

Interviews: Lindsey McDonald, Photographs: Michael Grondin

“It’s a bit of a hassle 
to have to go 
outside.”
– Negin Nafi si, 
second-year 
business

“It’s a little 
confusing.”
– Abiha Hasan, 
fi rst-year open 
studies

“It’s frustrating but 
it’s probably faster 
going outside and 
upgrades are always 
good.”
– Eric Frere, 
third-year 
communications

“It’s just a hassle.”
– Usman Khan, 
fourth-year 
engineering
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Pauline Anunciacion
Gauntlet News

Deciding when to move in 
together is a major life 
decision for young cou-

ples.
Psychology graduate student 

Marnie Rogers’s research “How 
to Shack Up, Share Space, and 
Keep it Sexy” discusses how the 
prevalent societal messages of co-
habitation are refl ected in popu-
lar magazines such as Reader’s 
Digest, Cosmopolitan and Men’s 
Health. 

“Th e nature of these maga-
zines is informative. Th ey provide 
checklists, questions and advice 
on cohabitation,” explained Rog-
ers.

“How to Shack Up” was a 
two-month pilot project Rogers 
initiated as a stepping stone for 
her master’s thesis. Th rough nu-
merous interviews, her thesis ex-
amines how couples create close-
ness and a sense of ‘we’ in the 
relationship. She will be exploring 
how unmarried couples are tak-
ing media messages into account 
in their decision to live together. 

Th is cohabitation research 
highlights the common ideas of 
cohabitation that might be cir-
culating in the university and in 
the working world. Rogers hopes 
her research will evoke thought 
and refl ection, especially among 
young couples, on how cohabita-
tion will impact their lives.

“I am interested in working 

with couples and families. Cohab-
itation is one of the biggest shift s 
that has occurred in recent years 
in terms of how couples and fami-
lies interact together,” said Rogers.

Th e research will provide 
Rogers with more experience 
and understanding when deal-
ing with issues that may arise 
in relationship counselling. She 
concluded that sharing and hav-
ing conversations are essential for 
the functionality of a cohabitating 
couple.

Twenty-four-year-old Roman 
Baruiz and 23-year-old Jajurie are 
a couple that have been living to-
gether for over a year.

Baruiz, who manages instru-
mentation for Spartan Controls, 

said, “a couple is ready to move in 
together when both are ready to 
see what’s beyond the book. You 
can’t move in just because you 

feel like moving in. You have to be 
fi nancially and emotionally pre-
pared. You have to be comfortable 
with the idea of less privacy too.”

Rogers’s research shows that 
media portrays cohabitation in 
diff erent ways.

“In Cosmopolitan, women wor-
ry about when a man will pro-
pose. If you move in together, he 
might delay his proposal because 
he will be satisfi ed with where the 
relationship is. In Men’s Health, 
the main concern promoted is, 
‘Will our relationship change neg-
atively? Will the passion and heat 
in the relationship change?” said 
Rogers. “Th ere is the thought of 
whether you will get more tired of 
each other.” 

Baruiz agrees media give a lot 
of attention to the worries associ-
ated with cohabitation. However, 
he and Jajurie had diff erent issues 
moving in together.

“Th e media doesn’t aff ect our 

lifestyle. For me, one of the issues 
would be the behavioural changes 
of both parties. When you move 
in together, you will show who 
you are and your partner will 
also. You might realize, ‘I never 
thought she or he was like that,” 
said Baruiz.

Tina Ashiofu, a second year 
student at St. Mary’s University 
College, said, “[Cohabitation] 
may bring a couple together but 
it can also tear them apart. You 
have to consider both extremes. 
I haven’t thought of living with 
my boyfriend at all. My parents’ 
house suits me fi ne.”

However, there are many ben-
efi ts for couples living together.

“Th ere are the practical ben-
efi ts. Couples may save money 
sharing a place instead of paying 
for two separate places. From the 
couples I have been talking to, 
they like that they have more time 

Media’s influence on ‘shacking up’

A U of C student-couple sits together on the second fl oor of MacHall.
Aly Gulamhusein /the Gauntlet 

see cohabitation research, page 6
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Michael Grondin
News Assistant

The Calgary Persian Library 
opened at the University of 
Calgary last on January 24 

in the Women’s Resource Centre, 
giving Iranians in Calgary an op-
portunity to access Persian litera-
ture and culture.

“Th e number of Iranian people 
in Calgary is rising over time, and 
we realized that there is not a lot 
of Persian literature that is avail-
able,” said Somayeh Goodarzi, a 
coordinator of the new library. “So 
bringing in Persian books here 
basically helps Iranians keep that 
connection to literature and cul-
ture.”

According to Neda Moazen, 

another coordinator, a lot of time 
was spent gathering money, dona-
tions and resources to ensure that 
building a library was possible. 

Also, the coordinators thought 
it was signifi cant to create a place 
for Iranians to gather and learn.

“We were thinking about cre-
ating an environment for Iranian 
people to come together,” said 
Moazen. “It is very important to 
give our future generations this 
opportunity.”

Th e library includes several 
books and journals, in which 
Moazen says is important in main-
taining knowledge of the Persian 
home language. 

Th e library will be open on 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Th ursdays at the wrc.

Persian library opens Science A, cont’d from page 4

to spend together and share lives 
to a greater degree,” said Rogers. 
“Th ere is an increased sense of 
‘we’ and increased feelings of inti-
macy in the relationship.”

Baruiz said that he and Jaju-
rie are better off  than when they 
weren’t living together. Both cur-

rently have more emotional sup-
port and knowledge of their part-
ner.

“I learn to control myself with 
my consciousness of my habits. 
Additionally, we learn to compro-
mise and give in to one another. 
We share knowledge too. She’s 

helping me out with things I don’t 
normally do. She taught me how 
to fold clothes.  I taught her how 
to handle money and other fi nan-
cial aspects.”

Cohabitation research, cont’d from page 5

in the fi rst place.”
Greggs commented that it is 

quite normal to have construction 
in occupied buildings. 

“Th e construction team has 
made great eff ort to minimize day-
time noise. Th e same team did the 
work in the engineering complex 
through 2009–2011 so they are 
very familiar with working on the 
campus, with the academic sched-
ule and in an occupied building,” 
said Greggs. 

Th e construction team does the 
noisiest construction aft er the reg-
ular university workday and warns 
people about possible disruptions. 

“Th e construction is concentrat-
ed at one end of the building so it 
can proceed without vacating the 
entire building. Th e university also 
does not have suffi  cient swing space 
to remove all activities to other lo-
cations, although a great deal has 
been relocated,” said Greggs. 

Some activity in Science A will 
be moved as new spaces, such as 
EEEL, are fi nished. Th e university 
is also trying to phase out the use 
of trailers as classrooms with this 
construction. 

“Th ere is almost always con-
struction in progress somewhere 
on the campus. At present we have 

other projects underway, including 
in Earth Science, Biological Sci-
ences, the Education Tower, MacE-
wan Student Centre and over at the 
Foothills Campus,” said Greggs. 

Fall semester exams were held 
in Science A, but the Registrar will 
avoid scheduling winter exams in 
Science A.  

“I was personally a little bit con-
cerned at the beginning because 
they were starting this construc-
tion during winter exam period, 
so I got in contact with the people 
doing it and reiterated how impor-
tant it is to have no noise during 
exams,” said Jones. 

If you are in a relationship and are interested in 
being interviewed, please contact Marnie Rogers 

at marnierogers01@gmail.com.
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Kaye Coholan
Volunteer Coordinator

The garbage bins in the 
MacEwan Student Centre 
were replaced earlier this 

month to include a slot for organ-
ic waste, but there is confusion 
around what rubbish goes where.

“Th ere have been students put-
ting composting in the landfi ll,” 
said Students’ Union vice–presi-
dent operations and fi nance Pat-
rick Straw. 

Th e bins, which were custom-
designed and constructed for use 
in the student centre at a cost of 
more than $1,000 per bin, include 
slots for landfi ll waste, beverage 
containers and organic items. 

So far, at least seven have been 
installed with plans to introduce 
more on campus.

According to the Offi  ce of Sus-
tainability, organic waste includes 
food scraps, wooden chopsticks, 
napkins, paper towels, cardboard 
food containers and the corn-
based clamshell food containers 

that replaced styrofoam in the 
MacEwan Student Centre last 
September.

Mowno Islam, a fi rst-year open 
studies student who was dining in 

the MacEwan Student Centre last 
Monday, said he knew to put his 
food container into the organic 
waste bin. 

“I read somewhere that these 

are biodegradable,” Islam said, 
adding he imagines most students 
wouldn’t know what to do with 
the containers. “If I hadn’t read it, 
I wouldn’t have known.”

Sessional music instructor 
Howard Engstrom said he wasn’t 
sure where to dispose of his food 
container. 

“Which one of these would this 
go into? Well, landfi ll, I’d assume 
it’s not organic,” he said, adding 
he was surprised to learn that the 
corn-based containers can go in 
the organic items bin. 

In an attempt to ensure the bins 
are used correctly, the su is plan-
ning to release a “full-scale com-
munications plan” in the next few 
weeks, which will include various 
forms of advertising to instruct 
individuals on how to deposit 
waste.

Straw said it is the SU’s job to 
communicate to students about 
the new garbage bins.

“We need to make our best ef-
forts to educate people around 
what goes where,” Straw said. “If 

there is a misconception, it’s our 
responsibility to let people know.” 

Th e su has only been able to 
track use of the new bins based on 
how frequently they’re emptied, 
which Straw said has increased. 
But because this includes the col-
lection of landfi ll waste and be-
cause the containers are smaller, 
it’s an imprecise measurement.

To make room for the new or-
ganics slot, the paper recycling 
bin has been removed, a decision 
that was based on the identifi ed 
needs of the building. 

“Th e reason is that the over-
whelming majority of waste from 
MacHall is food-based waste,” 
Straw said. 

“Th is is another sustainable 
project the su has brought in 
because students want to make 
more sustainable choices with 
their waste,” said Straw. “We en-
courage students to make sure 
they understand what products 
can go where and really utilize 
the bins we’ve developed to make 
smart choices.”

Kaye Coholan /the Gauntlet 

 A student tosses a biodegradable food container into the landfi ll 
waste bin in MacHall on Jan. 20. 

Students confused over new compost program
Organic waste bins installed in student centre
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The Furious Fighting Flamingos work together to solve trivia problems at one of the many Frost-
bite events taking place this week. Frostbite is a new initiative by the Students’ Union to promote 
physical and emotional wellness, as well as camaraderie, on campus. Nine teams are participat-
ing in the Frostbite Cup this year. Teams take part in a series of competitions and every time a 
team wins, they get points. The winning team will receive a free ski vacation. There is a registra-
tion fee of $50 per team. Events taking place this week include Flurry Fury, a scavenger hunt, 
Frosted Snow Derby, a “human sledding” race and Defrost at the Den, a party to end the week.

Frostbite: U of C’s new winter games hits campus

Copyright confusion
Michael Grondin
News Assistant

The frustration and confu-
sion surrounding Access 
Copyright is still ongoing, 

as universities maintain a ‘wait 
and see’ approach to the court de-
cision before deciding their next 
course of action.

Th e partnership between the 
University of Calgary and Ac-
cess Copyright, which ended on 
Sept. 1, 2011, ensured that stu-
dents and instructors had access 
to copyrighted works and texts, 
in which Access Copyright acted 
as an intermediary for the repro-
duction and distribution of those 
works.

In 2010, however, when the 
conditions came up for renewal, 
Access Copyright turned their old 
agreement into a $45 per student 
tariff , said head of access services 
Rob Tiessen, stating that the su-
preme court, the federal govern-
ment and the copyright board are 
currently coming to terms with 
the situation.

“For the next six months, it’s 
going to be a little bit confusing 
until we hear what the Supreme 
Court has to say and we see what 
the fi nal version of the bill that 
passes through parliament will 
be,” said Tiessen. “At that point, 
we’ll have a better idea as to what 
the situation is and whether we 
even need a license at all.”

Tiessen said the decision that 
is fi nally made can make or break 
the dealings, but the University of 
Calgary must remain patient.

“You’ve got the tariff  fi lings be-
fore the copyright board, you’ve 
got the supreme court who are 
listening to the arguments, and 
there are a lot of balls in the air at 
this point,” said Tiessen.

However, since the university 
is acting under fair dealing for 
the time being, which essentially 
says that the university is already 
paying large sums of money for 
copyrighted works and online 
materials, paying the tariff  is un-
necessary, according to Greg Ha-
gen, a professor in the faculty of 
law.

“Th e university is already pay-
ing publishers and authors for 
access to academic journals and 

online sources,” said Hagen. “It’s 
already paid for. Why would the 
university want to pay $45 a stu-
dent just for the Access Copyright 
repertoire?”

He said that if the rulings move 
in a direction where the univer-
sity and the library manages and 
takes care of copyright on their 
own, a partnership with a collec-
tive should be avoided. 

According to Students’ Union 
vice-president academic Ola Mo-
hajer, students are not being im-
pacted by the court proceedings.

“At this point, students are not 
being aff ected, and as long as 
students are able to receive the 
information they need for their 
classes, and if they can get their 
course packs, that’s what’s im-
portant,” said Mohajer. “Th e Stu-
dents’ Union will always strive to 
ensure that course materials are 
aff ordable for students and our 

advocacy eff orts in this case, as 
well as the university’s interests 
in maintaining access to informa-
tion, remains successful and stays 
in the students’ interest.”

Th e university will be able to 
carry on as usual, but close atten-
tion must still be paid to the un-
dergoing decisions.

“I know it’s a frustrating situ-
ation for everyone, and I think 
universities in general are in an 
odd situation,” said Tiessen. “Un-
til the supreme court and the 
copyright board makes their de-
cision, we’ll just have to wait and 
see what happens.”

    As long as 
students are able 
to receive the 
information they 
need for their 
classes, and if 
they can get their 
course packs, 
that’s what’s 
important.

“
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Sean Willett
Entertainment Assistant

It sounds like a great evening — 
going to a show, sitting down 
with your friends and enjoying 

the best theatre, music or dance that 
Calgary has to off er. Th ere’s only 
one snag — the cost. With the heft y 
price of tuition and ever-encroach-
ing debt, most students struggle to 
merely aff ord their education, much 
less be patrons of the arts. Th e Uni-
versity of Calgary’s Claim Your Seat 
program is here to remove this ob-
stacle by off ering students free tick-
ets to all on-campus fi ne arts shows.

 While the program was initially 
only available for use by fi ne arts 
students, Claim Your Seat expand-
ed in 2009 to become available to 
all who attend the U of C. Funded 
by the Students’ Union Quality 
Money program, it allows free ac-
cess to drama, dance, music and art 
events on campus for anyone with a 
student ID. Th is sounds like a dream 
come true for fans of the arts, and 
anyone who’s looking for a night of 
inexpensive fun. Yet the program 
remains woefully under-used.

  Despite the opportunity Claim 
Your Seat presents, a surprisingly 
low number of students have used it 
to their advantage. Michelle Varem, 
a drama student at the U of C and 
the communications assistant for 
the Faculty of Arts, blames the lack 
of attention it has been given. “One 
of the problems is that people don’t 
really know that this program is out 
there,” she explains.

 A recent publicity campaign in-
cluding posters and NUTV ads has 
helped to increase the program’s 
visibility, but actually catching the 

attention of busy students is an-
other matter. “It’s really hard, espe-
cially when you’re walking through 
MacHall,” admits Varem. “You’re 
barraged by posters advertising 
everything under the sun.”

  Janelle Price, communications 
manager for the Faculty of Arts, 
suggests that another problem may 
be the lack of information that has 
been made available to students. 
“What we found is that students 
recognize the name, but don’t quite 
know what it means,” Price explains, 
“so that’s why we developed the 
Claim Your Seat website.”

 Th e website, which is new for this 
year, contains information explain-
ing the program and its purpose, 
as well as details on upcoming per-
formances on the U of C campus. 
Price hopes that this website will 
help make it easier for students to 
lean about what Claim Your Seat 
off ers. “Having a website gives a 
place for you to go and fi nd out 
what this [program] really means.”

 It is easy to see how free seats to 
on-campus fi ne arts events would 
benefi t students, but potential audi-
ence members aren’t the only ones 
this program aims to help. For fi ne 
arts students presenting their proj-
ects, it is important to have people 
in the seats. “It’s great to have an 
audience because it gives the stu-
dents on stage an opportunity to 
continue their research,” explains 
Price. “In presenting their works, 
they’re getting a chance to receive 
feedback from the audience.”

 While students put on most of the 
shows made available by Claim Your 
Seat, Varem assures that they’re not 
all associated with classes. “Th ere 
are a lot of student performances, 

but there are also a lot of concerts 
where we have other people come 
in.” She points to the Music Depart-
ment’s upcoming Histoire du Tango 
performance on February 12 as an 
example.

 Th ose who want to take advan-
tage of the Claim Your Seat program 
will have plenty of opportunities in 
the coming months. Th e annual 
Happening Music Festival is cur-
rently running until January 28, and 
the next theatre production, Eu-
ripedes’ Trojan Women, will open 

on February 14. To claim your free 
ticket, all you have to do is present 
your student ID to the box offi  ce at 
the theatre on the night of the show. 
Since ticket pre-orders are unavail-
able, Price advises that students 
arrive early to guarantee available 
seats.  

  It’s a shame that more people 
aren’t seizing their chance to see 
these amazing performances for 
free. “It’s a really great initiative 
that’s off ered to the students here,” 
says Varem, “and it’s a great way to 

engage with the university commu-
nity outside of classes.”

 So the next time you want to go 
out, consider skipping the bar and 
hitting the theatre instead. Not only 
will you get to witness an enriching 
cultural experience, but you will 
also be supporting your fellow stu-
dents and their work — and thanks 
to the Claim Your Seat Program, it 
will be absolutely free.

claim your

Learn more about the Claim Your Seat program at 
claimyourseat.ucalgary.ca 

  empty seat

SU Quality Money-funded fi ne arts 

program grossly under-used by students

Aly Gulam
husein/the Gauntlet
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CJSW station manager resigns
Andréa Rojas
Gauntlet Entertainment

Chad Saunders will be end-
ing his 11-year run as 
CJSW’s station manager by 

the middle of February.
Since his hire in November 2000, 

Saunders has overseen such major 
station projects as the move from 
the basement of MacHall to its 
third-fl oor location and the com-
missioning of a higher-wattage ra-
dio tower, along with controlling 
day-to-day station business. Before 
becoming station manager, Saun-
ders served as program director, 
but his history with CJSW reaches 
even further back.

In September 1990, Chad Saun-
ders was a 17-year-old U of C ge-
ography major. Aft er a few of his 
friends dropped out of university 
and he found his social life lack-

ing, he joined CJSW as a volunteer 
with the intention of learning how 
to produce radio advertisements.

“[Th e spoken word director at 
the time] said, ‘If you type up this 
public service announcement, I’ll 
give you this movie pass to go see 
Goodfellas,’” says Saunders as he 
reminisces about one of his fi rst as-
signments. With that, just as fast as 
you can say “admit one,” an eternal 
love story between Saunders and 
community radio had begun to be 
written.

Eventually, Saunders ditched 
the topographical arts for a career 
in community radio. “He was the 
kid who liked stuff  that was dif-
ferent than [what] everyone else 
[did], and he came here, got a beer, 
and was pretty happy so he stuck 
around,” laughs Kat Dornian, 
CJSW’s music director.

Fast-forward to 2012, and Saun-

ders will be moving on to work 
with the National Music Cen-
tre. Th e centre, an off spring of 
community music space Cantos 

Music Foundation, will eventually 
be housed in the rehabilitated King 
Edward Hotel in Calgary’s East 
Village. Saunders will be an offi  ce 
manager for the centre.

“Eleven years is a long time to be 
at any job, let alone something that 
can be as demanding as commu-
nity radio,” says program director 
Joe Burima. Th e decision, made 
by Saunders over Christmas break 
and communicated to staff  in early 
January, signals his amicable break 
with upper-level community radio 
management — but not commu-
nity radio itself. 

Saunders will continue hosting 
his popular Friday aft ernoon radio 
show “My Allergy to the Fans:” “If 
I was giving everything up cold 
turkey, I don’t think I would be as 
calm about leaving right now as I 
am,” he says.

“CJSW [is a] lucky organization 
because people wear a lot of dif-
ferent hats,” says Burima. “It’s kind 
of like the Russian dolls — the fi rst 
hat that you see could sometimes 
be a staff  member hat, but then you 
pull that hat off  and then there’s a 
programmer hat underneath, then 
you pull that hat off , and there’s a 
station member hat underneath. 
So at its foundation everyone’s just 
a part of the station, and Chad’s 
just removing that really big sta-
tion manager hat.

“He’s still going to be a force to 
be reckoned with at CJSW and in 
Calgary’s music scene.”

Saunders himself welcomes the 
transition from station manager 
to contributor and, in a sense, to 
alumni — a CJSW reunion in Octo-
ber was attended by volunteers and 
staff  from as far back as the 1960s. 

What gives him peace about leav-
ing, however, is his belief in the 
power and resilience of commu-
nity radio.

“CJSW has always prided itself 
in not espousing to know every-
thing — we don’t go, ‘Oh, this is 
how it is,’” explains Saunders. “We 
go, ‘Look, this is the information, 
this is what the speaker is saying 
. . . you might agree to some parts 
but . . . think of your own opinion 
about it. Talk radio in this city is 
so full of hate and anger and mis-
information and editorializing that 
I think it creates a situation where 
people know less about the subject.

“Th ere’s a lot out there to ques-
tion and learn.”

People like Saunders, however, 
aren’t the only reason CJSW con-
tinues to charge the FM dial with 
thought-conscious radio.

“You don’t have to be a commu-
nications student to be here. Four-
teen to 82 years old is our [age] 
range of volunteers at the station. 
We’ve got people from all walks of 
life, diff erent languages, diff erent 
backgrounds . . . Why I’ve stuck 
around as long [as I did] is because 
I basically had a work family here.” 

When it comes down to it, 
though, radio’s day hasn’t yet cul-
minated in a sunset — which 
is why Saunders is comfortable 
handing over control to the CJSW 
team, and eventually to another 
station manager.

“Th ere are a lot of people here 
who love radio, and it’s a good time 
to go when you know that every-
one’s diggin’ it still.”

Chad Saunders to make move from community radio to National Music Centre
Chad Saunders, CJSW fi xture since 1990,

will be leaving his post as station 
manager in February.

As always, you can support your friendly neighbour-
hood campus radio station by listening at 90.9 FM 

or cjsw.com

Aly Gulam
husein/the Gauntlet
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Modern Math turns up the volume
Electronic music event showcasing local DJs continues dropping bass at original venue
Victoria Nguyen
Gauntlet Entertainment

Math — not exactly the 
fi rst word you would 
think about when de-

scribing music. If, however, you 
were to mention the phrase “Mod-
ern Math,” the word might prompt 
an entirely diff erent reaction.

For those familiar with the elec-
tronic music scene in Calgary, 
Modern Math is known as a lo-
cal collective DJ group that hosts 
regular shows and parties — and 
an integral part of the local dub-
step scene in Calgary. For anyone 
who has attended a Modern Math 
night, however, it is an experience 
that stimulates all of your senses.

Consisting of DJs Dan Solo, Mr. 
Geography, Lorne B, Th ief, Donna 
Dada, Typist and Crimson, Mod-
ern Math was the resulting ef-
forts of a collective vision that the 
members all shared. 

“It started with a crew of us be-

ing into a specifi c niche sound 
and vibe when it comes to music, 
going out with friends and party-
ing,” explains Dan, one of the co-
founders of Modern Math. 

While there was the occasional 
dubstep show every few months, 
Dan Solo and Mr. Geography, 
who DJ together under the name 
Piranha Piranha, wanted to cre-
ate a night where EDM enthusiasts 
could come together and express 
themselves through music. 

“We knew there just had to be 
some people out there who were 
like us,” says Mr. Geography. At 
the time, dubstep was emerging 
as an internationally recognized 
music genre. Th e experimental 
sounds associated with it caused 
mixed reactions among those who 
were exposed to the genre’s signa-
ture wobbly bass lines and synco-
pated drum patterns. 

“At the time, there were way 
more people who hated dubstep 
than liked it . . . It has been inter-

esting to see people resist a trend 
until they cannot resist it any-
more,” says Dan.

Across Canada, especially on 
the west coast, the genre was 
starting to experience a surge in 
popularity. According to Mr. Ge-
ography, though, “it wasn’t a mar-
ket that was being catered to in 
Calgary.” 

Th e genre’s nationwide hype 
worked in Modern Math’s favour 
to create intrigue and curiosity 
among the Calgary community. 
Needless to say, from the initial 
bass drop, Modern Math has cap-
tured the attention of locals. 

Since its inception, Modern 
Math has strived to create for-
mulas to perfect a unique expe-
rience for its attendees. A large 
factor that aff ects the experience 
is the space in which their shows 
are held. When the regular bass 
nights fi rst started, Modern Math 
was held at Lord Nelson’s Bar & 
Grill in downtown Calgary. Af-

ter several noise complaints, the 
group was forced to move to the 
now-defunct Marquee Room. 

“It reached the fever pitch. We 
couldn’t continue on at the [vol-
ume] level we wanted to and Mar-
quee seemed like a good option at 
the time, but it had a lot of things 
happening against it. Th e sound 
did not travel properly and the 
room divided people instead of 
creating one collective space,” ex-
plains Dan.

Th e move to the Marquee Room 
evidently changed the Modern 
Math equation unfavourably 
and the group took a break from 
performances. Fortunately for 
bassheads, Modern Math is back 
at Lord Nelson’s — and it seems 
like they are there to stay. For 
2012, at least one show has been 
scheduled every month.

Dan elaborates on what keeps 
people coming back: “No one had 
a place to express themselves. It 
has opened up a new avenue to 

be creative . . . the brand is ever-
evolving and when people come 
to our shows, they don’t have an 

expectation for what we play.”
Th e type of fans that Modern 

Math attracts refl ects the crew’s 

open-minded perspective on mu-
sic. 

“Th e people who come regularly 
to our shows, I wouldn’t even call 
them fans,” remarks Dan. “Th ey 
are a community of our friends.”

All in all, it’s clear that the mem-
bers of Modern Math pride them-
selves on recognizing that innova-
tion is the key to their formula’s 
success. 

“[We] don’t want to be caught 
up in one phase of a musical trend. 
Music changes over time and if 
you attach yourself to one genre, 
you get left  behind,” says Dan.

“[Music is] an equation that 
balances diff erent factors: the 
lights, sound, people and vibe. We 
want to give people a relief and an 
escape from their everyday life.”

    [Music is] an equation that 
balances different factors: the 
lights, sound, people and vibe.
“

– DJ Dan Solo, Modern Math co-founder

The next Modern Math show is Feb. 3 at Lord 
Nelson’s. Learn more by “liking” Modern Math on 

Facebook.

It’s not what you think.
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Dumpster-diving and looking for bears
The Low Anthem bring dangerous habits to Canada to open for City and Colour
Rheanna Houston
Gauntlet Entertainment

The Low Anthem is a reserve 
of musical talent that is best 
approached with curiosity. 

Th is Rhode Island four-piece has 
been kickin’ it for six years now, 
creating music that might accom-
pany you on a road trip or perhaps 
to watch a melancholic sunset — 
and may just bring out the deepest 
part of your folk-loving heart. An 
indie band that is climbing a lad-
der of alternative talent and rec-
ognition, Th e Low Anthem will be 
opening for City and Colour this 
weekend at the Jack Singer Concert 
Hall. Before they were opening for 
a Juno Award-winner, however, 
they were dumpster-diving for ce-
real boxes to make album sleeves.

“We thought it wouldn’t cost 
much and that it would be a great 
design for packaging — without 
eating as much cereal as possible 
— then taping them all together,” 
says Jeff  Prystowsky, multi-instru-
mentalist and founding member. 
Th e makeshift  sleeves were then 
hand-painted and released with 
their fi rst album, 2007’s What the 
Crow Brings.

Th e Low Anthem’s musical style 
has varied quite a bit from album 
to album, though — the most re-
cent testament being 2011’s Smart 
Flesh. Th at being said, is it possible 
that one single song could encap-
sulate the band’s sound?

“Th at’s a really hard question 
for us because of how we play,” 
says Prystowsky. “In our live 

show, each song is almost in its 
own sub-genre . . . we all switch 
up instruments, and we go be-
tween traditional instruments 
and very non-traditional instru-
ments, like a saw and cell phones
. . . we’re not trying to re-create the 
record live.

“Th e best thing to do would be 
to just listen to the records and feel 
it.”

Th eir current North American 
tour has the band playing 26 cit-
ies, sometimes at the same loca-
tion two nights in a row and with 
just one day in between shows in 
diff erent cities. Th ese Ivy League 
grads, however, have their own 
way of coping with this.

“I just love to read, I bring like 25 
books,” laughs Prystowsky. Right 
now he’s reading about NASA, and 
happens to have more interest in 
space exploration than his band-
mate Jocie Adams, a former NASA 
employee.

Despite their diff ering tastes in 
literature, the band is very clear 
that they are not breaking up af-
ter this tour, but simply taking a 
break and “cocooning” for a while. 
So if Th e Low Anthem could later 
emerge from this cocoon as an ani-
mal — metaphorically, of course — 
what would it be?

“Th e band animal is a bear,” 
Prystowsky says matter-of-factly, 
as a story ensues. “We’re trying 
to spot a bear while on being on 
tour. In Canada, we heard there 
are a lot of bears. We have a deal 
that whoever spots a bear on the 
tour, the band will buy that person 

drinks for the rest of the tour. It’s 
the ‘Bear-Spotting Pledge.’”

Th ough the band may have trou-
ble spotting a bear in urban Al-
berta, perhaps our faux-furry Cal-
garian winter attire will be good 

enough to fulfi ll the ‘Bear-Spotting 
Pledge.’

Ben Knox Miller, Jeff Prystowsky, Jocie Adams and Mike Ir-
win (not pictured) are The Low Anthem, an American indie-folk 
quartet.

courtesy The Low
 Anthem

The Low Anthem open for City and Colour at the 
Jack Singer Jan. 28 and 29 and at the Banff Centre 

Jan. 30.



Leya Russell “All the King’s Men”
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Mildred Lake #1 by Leya Russell Mildred Lake #24 by Leya Russell

Aly Gulamhusein
Photo Editor

“Photography, I love, be-
cause there is a sense 
of adventure,” says Leya 

Russell.
Photography has always come 

natural to her. It is a way for her to 
experience the world — one shutter 
fl icker at a time.

For the fi nal project of her bach-
elor of fi ne arts degree at the Univer-
sity of Calgary, Leya Russell ventured 
up to Mildred Lake, a 21-kilometre 
long tailings pond north of Fort Mc-
Murray.

Russell knew that she wanted to 
use her artistic work to focus on a 

controversial issue, and the contro-
versies raised by the province’s oil 
sands spoke to her. Her current aim 
is to look at Alberta and see what hu-
man impact heavy oil extraction and 
refi nement has had on the environ-
ment.

“Photographs claim some sort of 
truth about the world,” says Russell, 
“at least in [a] time and place, and 
that is how people think about them. 
But photographs are constructed. 
We make them. We compose them. 
We set them up.”

However, photographs alone were 
not enough. Russell wanted to make 
a statement about the constructed 
nature of our world through her 
project as a whole. Using mixed me-

dia, Russell was able to emphasize 
the infl uence humans have on the 
earth.

Starting with over 1,000 pho-
tographs, Russell started culling 
through the material until she no-

ticed how the scarecrows struck 
her. With a selection of choice pho-

see all the king’s men, page 14



tographs, she began a three month 
long project of trial and error, trying 
to convey her vision. Aft er trying 
hundreds of diff erent papers, inks 
and fi xatives, Russell settled on a 
process that uses heavy watercolour 
paper, a large scale ink jet printer, 
paints and washes. Each image is 
unique and handmade, taking about 
two hours to complete.

Her images are not accurate rep-
resentations of reality. Each piece 
is about the construction of reality, 
which is refl ected in how each piece 
is created and the processes the piec-
es undergo.

“Th e work is actually about the 
construction of reality, and so, no 
it’s not what’s there,” she says. “Th e 
reason I changed these photos is be-
cause people think the world is con-
crete but it’s not. We shape it.”

Even still, Russell believes that art 
has to be able to stand alone, that 

each piece should engender a rela-
tionship with the audience. “Photog-
raphy is able to bring people to plac-
es that they wouldn’t have otherwise 
gone to see,” she says.

“Art is the politics of the impos-
sible.”

Editor: Aly Gulamhusein—photo@thegauntlet.ca
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Mildred Lake #34 by Leya Russell

Aly Gulam
husein/the Gauntlet 

Artist Leya Russell poses with her 
artwork in the Little Gallery, 6th fl oor 
Arts Parkade.

“All the King’s Men,” cont’d from page 13

Mildred Lake #13 by Leya Russell
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O
ur era has been polluted, perhaps 
to the point of terminal illness, 
by the mechanisms and appara-

tuses of an immense behemoth: the 
hegemonic totality called Empire. 
Its machinations are global in scale, 
and the old alliances and divisions 
no longer matter. It is no longer east 
versus west or democracy versus 
Islam or any other manifestation of 
this traditional dichotomy, but us 
versus the system. Whether we live 
in a so-called liberal democracy or 
under a military dictatorship, or in 
an economy of wealth or poverty, 
we all become sublimated into the 
dominion of Empire. 

Most of us fail to see Empire for 
what it is: an undesirable, all-en-
compassing, all-consuming system, 
whose sole purpose is self-perpet-
uation at any cost and whose main 
tactic is pacifi cation of the spirit. 

Empire seeks to reduce any things 
and all things to itself. Empire was 
once simply a cancer, an accidental 
mutation in the genes of one hege-
mony or another — but the cancer-
ous lumps were not extracted with 
enough speed or precision, and 
now the cancer is an organism in its 
own right. 

Th e organs of the organism of 
Empire twist and turn to produce 
the acidic slime that corrodes all 
things external, all things still dense 
with the intensity of life. We are left  
with a numbness of mind, an ultra-
personalization that has bankrupt-
ed the soul, a pathological ‘indi-
viduality’ that endlessly reticulates 
us into the horror of sameness. And 
thus we fi nd ourselves consumed 
and contained in the bio-political 
tissue of Empire. 

Empire is undesirable — this 
is no longer open for debate. Th e 
important question is how can we 
annihilate Empire? What is to be 
done? How is it to be done? When 
we try to fi x, reform, better Em-
pire, all we do is make its appara-

tuses and organs more sensitive and 
supple, that is, more effi  cient in the 
constant liquidation of all alterna-
tive vitalities. We must annihilate 
Empire. Th e worry is that Empire’s 
enormousness, all-pervasiveness 
and the effi  ciency of its organs and 
apparatuses have made subversion 

impossible. As soon as alternative 
space is born — that a density of 
essential vitalities forms — Empire 
infi ltrates it, its values are corroded, 
its terminology and turns of phrase 
are reduced to slogans and bumper 
stickers. 

But subversion is not impossible; 
insurrection, so long as synapses are 
still capable of making new connec-
tions, is always possible, no matter 
how thin the hope. If Empire were 
capable of eradicating all forms of 
subversion, all opportunities for al-
ternatives, then the organs and ap-
paratuses of Empire would become 
obsolete, the gears and guts would 
grind to a halt and the human spirit 
would die. 

We must adopt resistance as a 
way of life. We must be sensitive to 
the ebb and fl ow of Empire’s bio-
political tissue. It is only through 
being perceptive to their subtle 
movements that one can ever create 
a space for subversion, and, when 
the moment is right, to command 
insurrection. We must sharpen the 
blades of our critical thought. One 
ought to be like Marx and Engels’s 
shopkeeper, who understands that 
there is a diff erence between what 
a person says and who a person 
is, between Empire’s appearances 
and Empire’s reality. We need a 
mental toolkit capable both of dig-
ging deep beneath the surface, and 
when necessary, to dissect with the 
utmost precision. We need a will-
to-action that keeps us from pas-
sivity. Th e machinations of Empire 
have convinced us that lifestyle 
is bought and sold  — one needs 
merely to shop at the right stores to 
be the person they wish to be. Th is 
trick performed by Empire has led 

so many into passivity and same-
ness, into the pathological horror of 
‘individuality.’ What is needed is a 
willingness to act. 

All previous strategies of resis-
tance have been consumed or are 
in the process of being consumed 
by Empire, but this is not a point of 
distress. Th ere’s no pre-conceived 
formula for successful subversion 
beyond simple ‘doing,’ and thus 
there is limitless possibility for the 
creation of legitimate alternatives 
in the face of Empire. We need not 
digest the metaphysical baggage of 
our revolutionary forefathers. Th at 
is, we are without maps, or, at least, 
the maps we have been given are 
of no value to us any longer, giv-
ing us the full capacity to set sail 
and chart radical, new geographies. 
Th ere is no such thing as being too 
weak or being too remote to resist 
Empire, as its limbs operate every-
where on all levels, and every eff ort 
is crucial. Th e possible expressions 
of resistance — the promotions of 
provocation — are limitless, so long 
as something rather than nothing is 
being done. It is useless to wait for 
the revolution to come or for Em-
pire to destroy itself. Empire must 
just be opposed outright and at ev-
ery opportunity.

We must establish a density of 
place — of vitality, capable of re-
sistance to the global manager/ad-
ministrator that is Empire. We must 
take seriously the words of Tiqqun: 
“Presence triumphing through 
theft , fraud, crime, friendship, 
enmity, conspiracy. Th rough the 
elaboration of modes of life that 
are also modes of struggle. Politics 
of taking-place. Empire does not 
take place. It administers absence 
through a hovering threat of po-
lice intervention. Whoever tries to 
measure up against the imperial ad-
versary will be preventively annihi-
lated. From now on, to be perceived 
is to be defeated. Learn to become 
indiscernible. Blend in. Revive the 
taste for anonymity, for promiscu-
ity. Renounce distinction in order 
to evade repression: arrange for the 
most favorable conditions of con-
frontation. Become craft y. Become 
pitiless. To do so, become what-
ever.”

Empire may be an all-encom-
passing and all-consuming system, 
but subversion and the creation of 
alternative spaces — new densi-
ties of vitality through ‘whatever’ 
— is not only a possibility, but a 
necessity.

Remi Watts
Gauntlet Insurrections

The necessity of resistance 

The maps we have been given are of no value 
to us any longer, giving us the full capacity to 
set sail and chart radical, new geographies.
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T
he word ‘war’ has been pon-
dered, written and spoken 
about since the beginning of 

wars, which date back to the be-
ginning of the human experience. 
A war by my defi nition is an en-
trepreneurial adventure where one 
group, either by greed or necessity, 
decides it needs to rape, pillage 
and control the assets of another 
group. Both historical and modern 
examples of this defi nition should 
be obvious, but there is an under-
lying implication that you might 
have missed. It’s easy to look at 
your television or computer screen 
and voyeuristically follow world 
events/spectacles and feel a cer-
tain safety with our own experi-
ence here in Canada, but the truth 
is there is a war going on here at 
home too. Th e system under which 
we live — the organizations and 

institutions that administer and 
manage our  mundane existences 
— have a primary function of rap-
ing and pillaging our souls and our 
resources.

Th e war at home, the war that’s 
happening against you and me is 
not a war of just capital, but in-
cludes a war to control your spiri-
tuality, intellect, ability to make so-
ber decisions and every choice you 
make to spend the labour you’ve 
accumulated. Media, government 
and scholastic institutions promise 
you that things are the way they are 
because we have somehow agreed 
or asked for this lifestyle — as if 
our grandparents signed a mythic 
social contract at the founding of 
civilization — but watching the 
world fi ght and suff er while we 
drown ourselves in mindless hedo-
nism has everything to do with an 
agenda set up and perfected since 
the beginning of the human expe-
rience, the beginning of wars.

Th ose of us who can see there is 
a problem with the way we live and 
how much we have to rape, pillage 

and control to maintain these he-
donistic lifestyles must understand 
that something has to be done. Our 
human bodies will one day die and, 
regardless of our material lives, the 
energy we have accumulated with 
our individual existence will con-
tinue to exist regardless of your 
metaphysical or spiritual beliefs. 

Fear not, there is a way that we 
can attempt to purify and reclaim 
the world of this energy so that 
when we do die we can leave in it 
peace. 

First of all, turn off  your tvs and 
laptops. Th e fi rst thing you’re going 
to want to do to regain your auton-
omy and spiritual self is to remove 
the distractions and white noise. 
Th e second thing is to stop buying 
all the shit that’s keeping you at-
tached and addicted to the system. 
Skip on the coff ee today, stop eat-
ing so much sugar, take a month 
off  drinking and doing drugs and 
don’t buy any useless material pos-
sessions. I promise you aft er the 
fi rst month you’ll begin to feel 
painful withdrawals. Th e whole 

point here is to abandon your at-
tachments to both the future and 
the past — to live in the moment. 

Don’t stop there. You’ve got a 
lot of work to do if you’re going to 
win this war. Challenge your pro-
fessors, start writing, speak up in 
class. If you take control of your 
education you might actually start 
learning something, rather then 
waiting for your $40,000 jumbo 
bachelor certifi cate to arrive in 
the mail. Faculty, staff  and profes-
sors have coerced us to think that 
the only formidable measure of 
performance in a university is to 
cough-up papers, but the truth is 
that you very rarely can write any-
thing in school without discover-
ing an endless series of creative 
and intellectual limits — and don’t 
forget to cite your sources, since 
you weren’t allowed to have origi-
nal ideas anyhow.  

Th e ideological attachment of 
our western society is to constantly 
use and abuse all resources, while 
maintaining that we are special 
and unique individuals. It’s when 

we escape selfi sh conventions that 
we see we are not just ourselves, 
that even on the most scientifi c 
molecular level you can’t defi ne the 
space that your self ends and the 
next person begins.

If you simply ignore all the 
things I’ve said, history as it has 
been effi  ciently designed will con-
tinue to repeat itself, and the con-
querors will continue to give birth 
to the conquered. Take some ac-
tion and take some control in your 
life, like I have, and live resistant to 
the system. If you can do all these 
things for a few months and you’re 
feeling awful, that’s alright because 
this is war and when you start to 
resist or live a resistant lifestyle it’s 
inherent that you’re going to get a 
little hurt. Th at’s how the system 
keeps us in check. Modern happi-
ness is a empty promise oft en con-
fused with hedonism, and no one 
deserves to feel good all the time. 
Give up your old ways, control 
your own life, think for yourself, 
end the cycle of repression. End 
the repetition of wars. 

Evangelos Lambrinoudis
Gauntlet Insurrections

The possibilty of resistance 
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Erin Shumlich
Sports Editor

In 2006, the foundation was placed for 
the synchronized swimming team at the 
University of Calgary. Initially starting 

with three girls interested in continuing a 
sport they loved, the club has grown to be 
one of the most competitive in Canada. 

From the moment of the team’s inception, 
the club’s founding president, Shannon Ben-
son, has been pushing for a national meet to 
be held at the U of C — this is their year. For 
the fi rst time in the league’s history, the meet 
will be held in Western Canada. 

Th e U of C won the western meet on 
Jan. 21, hosted by the University of British 
Columbia. But for the U of C synchronized 
swimming team, their eyes are on one thing 
— the national title. 

Donning western-style swimsuits that 
would make Woody from Toy Story proud, 
the girls fl ew through the air with incred-
ible precision in preparation for the league’s 
national meet in Calgary. Cadillac Ranch is 
part of the team’s mashup song, mixed spe-
cially for the meet, bringing some home fl a-
vour to a routine that Benson said is faster 
and more technically diffi  cult than in previ-
ous years. 

“It is led by the coach — she is the one who 

has the overall vision, but when it comes to 
specifi c movements, we are the ones who are 
in the water and we have to feel good doing 
it. It has to look good on us,” said Benson. 
“It’s defi nitely a process of creation, like any 
art piece.”

Working with seven other girls to perfect 
the routine is challenging, especially when it 
comes to creating specifi c moves that work 
with everyone. Th e diffi  cult process really 
pushes the team to come up with a cohesive 
piece.

“Th ere is a lot of back and forth and a 
lot of give involved in coming up with the 
strongest quality product. As long as you 
are patient, it will come together if you keep 
practicing,” said Benson.

Synchronized swimming is geared towards 
an eight person team — last year, the girls 
competed with six and placed fi rst in the 
western meet and fourth in nationals.

“It’s harder to be as artistic with only six 
people,” said Benson. “Th is year there are 
eight of us and we have a really strong team, 
so I am excited to see what we can do. Th e 
quality of the routine is a lot stronger than it 
was last year.”

Th e latest member of the team joined 
just before the winter break, giving her only 
a short period of time to learn the routine 
before the western meet, but for Alison 

McKenny, a second-year engineering stu-
dent, it was a smooth transition. She has 
been synchronized swimming for 14 years 
and has trained extensively for national 
teams. Retiring from the sport in 2009 aft er 
her fourth place fi nish with the Canadian 
team in the 2008 Beijing Olympics, McK-
enny said the routine came easy to her and 
she is happy to be back.

“I wanted to get back in the water and 
be part of the team atmosphere,” said 
McKenny. “I missed the sport, but it’s a bit of 
a challenge to balance with school.”

Th e progression of the team since its in-
ception has been immense and Benson said 
it has been wonderful to see the team de-
velop and be a part of the process. Th e club 
initially was unable to get prime pool time 
at the university, so they practiced at the 
Talisman Centre for the fi rst two years, but 
Benson said the back-and-forth became too 
much. Aft er the team placed fi rst in nationals 
in 2009, Benson said the university started to 
take the team seriously and give them pool 
time at the university, which was essential for 
the sustainability of the program.

“We did not want to stop swimming,” she 
said. “Long-term involvement in sport is so 
critical for health and well-being, but there 
wasn’t really an opportunity in the city for 
us to continue with a sport that we loved. We 

were the fi rst team in years to be let into the 
domain of campus competitive clubs.” 

Cari Din, who has been coaching the team 
for four years, said the team dynamic is an 
important part of life and the social aspect is 
a huge part of why the team does so well. Din 
started synchronized swimming in 1978 and 
has won a silver medal with the Canadian 
team in the 1996 Olympics in Atlanta. She 
said the sport has become more technically 
diffi  cult since she was involved. 

“One of the biggest things you get marks 
for will never change, which is how high you 
can keep yourself out of the water,” she said. 
“It’s a great place for a young woman to be. 
Growing up, it got me through high school 
to have a place to go with seven other girls. 
It’s like having another family.”

All 13 teams in eastern Canada and fi ve 
teams in the west qualify for the national 
meet. Although it is a bit more fi nancially 
diffi  cult for teams to travel from the east, 
none have been deterred and there will be a 
full house in Calgary.

Th e teams will be judged on a 10-point 
system based on technical merit and artistic 
impression.

“For us, nationals is the most important 
meet. It’s what we have been working to-
wards,” said Benson. “Our goal is to win. We 
are pretty fi rm on that.”

The synchro national meet heads west

I need an Expert!  7 Tips for Hiring a Great Tutor

W hether you want to become 
a tutor or you desperately 
need one, the Students’ 

Union is here to help! This month 
marks the launch of a newly minted 
Tutor Registry that will help match 
undergraduate students to subject 
matter experts. The SU Tutor Registry 
is a searchable database that will be 
accessed through the SU website.

Do you need some extra help? The SU 
Tutor Registry makes it easy to search for 

a tutor in your subject area, but here are a 
few tips to make sure you choose the right 
one and make the most of your sessions:

1. Start looking for a tutor as soon as you 
realize you might need help. You may 
need time to select the right one.

2. Clearly establish your goals and 
realistic expectations of a tutor. 

3. Set up interviews with potential 
tutors to find out about their 
qualities, tutoring methods and 
educational background.

4. Get the most out of your meetings. 
Schedule your sessions for an 
appropriate time of day, when you 
are most ready to learn.

5. Arrive prepared. Bring texts, notes, 
assignments and most importantly – 
your questions!

6. Go to class. Your class notes are the 
best resource on course content and 
how your instructor prioritizes the 
information.

7. Be safe. Meet your tutor in a public 
place like the library or common 
study area. Never give out your 
home address, and always let a 
friend know where you are going to 
meet your tutor.

Interested in becoming a tutor? There’s 
always room for more! Last fall the SU 
advertised for students interested in 

becoming tutors and received over 300 
applications. These applicants were 
screened to prove a level of mastery in 
their subject fields. Each tutor must have 
obtained an A- or better in the course 
they wish to tutor, and maintain an 
overall 3.0 GPA. Qualified tutors enjoy 
the benefit of an enhanced resume, 
opportunity to improve communication 
skills, and reinforced understanding of 
subject matter.

The SU Tutor Registry is set to launch 
later this month. Follow us on Twitter 
@SUUofC for updates on 
the Tutor Registry and more!

www.su.ucalgary.ca

Ola Mohajer 
VP Academic

Aly Gulam
husein/the Gauntlet

 Th e Students’ Union column is provided by the su and published without Gauntlet editorial revision. 
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Douglas Long
Gauntlet Sports

On Jan. 31 to Feb. 5, 
Calgary will play host to 
the fourth annual Burton 

Canadian Open snowboarding 
championship. Th e Cano is one of 
the largest snowboarding events 
in Canada and part of a series of 
international Burton competi-
tions. Th e competition will take 
place at Canada Olympic Park 
and will be made up of two cat-
egories: halfpipe and slopestyle. 
Th e halfpipe fi nals will be held on 
Feb. 3, with the slopestyle fi nals 
taking place the following day.

Last year was full of exciting 
results, with Kohei Kudo from 
Japan winning the men’s halfpipe 
and Kelly Clark from America 
taking the women’s halfpipe 
event. One of the most diverse 
events is slopestyle, where com-

petitors showcase their skills on 
a course which includes rails, 
jumps and various park features. 

Americans Sam Hulbert and Ja-
mie Anderson fi nished fi rst in 
the men’s and women’s slopestyle 
event last year.

“Th is year will be a lot more 
exciting than last year,” said event 
volunteer Piotr Budula. “Th is year 
COP has extended the course, so we 
can put in bigger jumps and a lon-
ger halfpipe.” 

Bigger jumps mean more air 
and more air means that Budula 
is preparing for this year’s event to 
be “the most exciting yet.” He said 
the revamped course will defi nitely 
make this year’s CANO one for the 
books: “I have volunteered in the 
past, and this year is going to be 
big.” 

Volunteers are not the only ones 
buzzing about this year’s modifi ed 
course — many local snowboard-
ers are also excited to check it out.

“We have been snowboarding 
here all week watching them fi ne-

tune the course,” said local snow-
boarder Alex Duchantier. “My 
friends and I are super stoked for 
this year. Th e course is pretty le-
git.” 

Th e competition is open to any-
one interested in competing for 
the purse of $200,000, split up for 
each category. Anyone registered 
will be put through qualifying 
rounds and the winning contes-
tants will advance to the semi-
fi nals. Some big names to look 
out for include Olympians Louie 
Vito from America, Peetu Piiro-
inen from Finland, and Canadian 
professional snowboarders Jon 
Versteeg and Mark McMorris. 

With the Olympics in Sochi, 
Russia just around the corner, the 
Burton Open series provides rid-
ers with a high-scale event to stay 
competitive and showcase their 
skill.

Th e event takes place from 
Jan. 31–Feb. 5 and gives Calgarians 
an opportunity to watch some of 
the world’s top snowboarders. 

“Th e CANO is defi nitely an event 
to look forward to every year,” said 
Budula. “Many of these riders are 
current and future Olympians.”

The Dinos this week

Friday, January 20
 MEN’S BASKETBALL: U of L 90, Dinos 80 (in Lethbridge) 

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL: Dinos 71, U of L 61 (in Lethbridge) 
MEN’S HOCKEY: UBC 2, Dinos 1 (in Calgary)

WOMEN’S HOCKEY: Dinos 7, UBC 0 (in Vancouver)
MEN’S VOLLEYBALL: Dinos 3, U of S 1 (in Calgary)

WOMEN’S VOLLEYBALL: Dinos 3, U of S 0 (in Calgary)

Saturday, January 21
MEN’S BASKETBALL: U of L 80, Dinos 72 (in Lethbridge) 

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL: Dinos 72, U of L 57 (in Lethbridge) 
MEN’S HOCKEY: UBC 3, Dinos 2 (in Calgary)

WOMEN’S HOCKEY: Dinos 4, UBC 1 (in Vancouver)
MEN’S VOLLEYBALL: Dinos 3, U of S 2 (in Calgary)

WOMEN’S VOLLEYBALL: Dinos 3, U of S 0 (in Calgary)

Carving up COP with the Burton Open

Halfpipe Finals: Friday, Feb. 3 at 7 p.m.
Slopestyle Finals: Saturday, Feb. 4 at 11 a.m.

The event is free for all spectators.

Bonnie Chuong/the Gauntlet
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Justin Seward
Gauntlet Sports

The University of Calgary 
Dinos men’s hockey team 
is in a slump, winning 

only one of their last eight confer-
ence games. It didn’t get any bet-
ter over the weekend for the team, 
who continued their losing streak 
on home ice with a doubleheader 
against the University of Brit-
ish Columbia Th underbirds. Th e 
Dinos lost 1–2 on Friday and 2–3 
on Saturday, setting the team back 
four points in their run for play-
off s. Despite the struggles in both 
games, the players feel confi dent 
they will fi nish the season strong.

Forward Walker Wintoneak felt 
positive and recuperated aft er the 
Dinos played well in the SAIT Cup 
Challenge, beating SAIT and the Uni-
versity of Alberta on Jan. 2 and 3.

“I thought we did okay aft er 
Christmas and we were feeling 
good about ourselves, but things 
haven’t gone our way,” he said.

In Saturday’s game against the 
Th underbirds, the Dinos had a dif-
fi cult time staying out of the pen-

alty box and missed chances on the 
fi ve-on-three and four-on-three 
power plays. 

 Wintoneak, a former Saskatoon 
Blade, admits that the games over 
the weekend were missed oppor-
tunities: “Th e weekend was tough 
and we worked really hard and just 
had a couple of unlucky bounces 
and missed chances.” 

Wintoneak said goals have been 

hard to come by and inconsisten-
cies throughout games have cost 
the Dinos. 

“We have to be better the full 60 
minutes and need to get to those 
dirty areas and get those greasy 
goals,” he said.

Aft er two frustrating losses to 
UBC, fourth-year forward Brock 
Nixon knows it’s going to be an up-
hill battle to gain home ice advan-
tage in the playoff s aft er moving 
down to fi ft h place in the league. 

“It defi nitely puts us behind the 
eight ball in terms of the stand-
ings. We shot ourselves in the foot 
this weekend and didn’t push hard 
enough,” said Nixon. “It was a combi-
nation of things that hurt us tonight 
and we took some costly penalties.” 

Th e Dinos are heading into the 
post-season and hope to have a 
strong fi nish. 

“We want to do everything we 
can to play at home and focus on 
getting our game together before 
the playoff s start,” said Nixon.

The U of C Dinos take on the Regina Cougars at 
Father David Bauer Arena in Calgary on Jan. 27 

at 7 p.m.

Track and field team runs fast
The University of Calgary track and fi eld team continues to run through 
their season with strong fi nishes in the team’s last two meets in Edmonton 
— the dual meet and the Golden Bear open. The Dinos took the top three 
positions in the women’s 300-metre dash in the dual meet on Jan. 8, with 
Jenn Zimmer capturing fi rst. Sam Effah is one lightning-fast Dino to watch 
out for. With consistent results, Effah continues to capture records and is 
the current Canadian 100-metre dash champion.

courtesy of Wayne King

Gauntlet fi le photo

Men’s hockey team on thin ice
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Imaginary Anomaly — Morgan Shandro

Life Scream — Sean Willett

StegoSarahs —  Sarah Dorchak

Society of Coyotes — Remi Watts

Stercum Accidit — Kurt Genest

“Seriously Greg these sunglasses have longer arms than I do.”
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