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A provincial election

is brewing and we want to 

help you stay informed. 

Join our growing list of 

student voters and ensure 

your voice is heard.

Visit www.uofcgotv.ca for 

more details.

volunteer

SU Volunteer
Tax Program

Make an appointment today!
Clubs Office, Room MSC 130, near Jugo Juice   |  su.ucalgary.ca/vs

Taxes stressing 
you out?
Get FREE help!
Free tax filing service: February 27 - April 6

presented by

VOTING DAYS:
MARCH 6 - 8
For polling station 
locations or to vote
online, visit
www.su.ucalgary.ca

STUDENTS’ UNION GENERAL ELECTION

Recognize Excellence:

Nominate an Instructor 
or Teacher’s Assistant 
that Challenges and 
Inspires You!
How Do I Nominate
Someone for a
Teaching
Excellence
Award?
Nomination criteria, 
guidelines and forms 
are available online at 
www.su.ucalgary.ca or 
can be picked up at 
the SU office 
in MSC. 

Deadline for Winter Semester 
Nominations is March 23, 2012



n e w sEditor: Amy Badry—news@thegauntlet.ca

c a m p u s  q u i p s

Susan Anderson
News Assistant

On Tuesday Feb. 28, the 
Board of Governors voted 
to keep the student ser-

vices fee at $300 for the 2012–2013 
school year, instead of instituting 
the full $450 fee as planned. Th e 
Students’ Union continues to ad-
vocate to the government and uni-
versity to have the fees regulated 
and for the university to commu-
nicate to the SU where the fees are 
going.

In April 2010, BOG approved a 
new student services fee of $450. 
Th e board intended to phase in 
the fee over three years. Th e stu-
dent services fee falls under the 
broad category of non-instruc-
tional fees, which go toward ser-
vices that aren’t covered by tu-
ition. 

“It was actually student approv-
al and regulation that we were 
looking for around non-instruc-
tional fees,” said SU vice-president 
academic Ola Mohajer.

“We’re not going to back down 

on fi ghting for regulation of non-
instructional fees just because 
we’ve received this opportunity,” 
said Mohajer regarding the vote 
in favour to keep the student ser-
vices fee at $300 for the upcoming 
year. 

“Th e SU is always supportive 
when students are being saved 
money,” said Mohajer. 

First-year education student 
Raven Scott works part-time to 
aff ord her education.

“It’s such a great chunk of mon-
ey but no one really tells you what 
it’s for or how it’s justifi ed,” she 
said when discussing tuition and 
fees. “If they could tell you exactly 
what you’re paying for, you might 
be more understanding.” 

She knew about the breakdown 
of fees on the Student Centre, but 
commented, “I wish they gave 
you a more detailed list.” 

Provost and vice-president aca-
demic Dru Marshall thinks the 
full $450 fee will be in place for 
the 2013–2014 school year, yet 
she said she heard the students 

loud and clear, which led to the 
decision to implement the fee 
over four years. 

“I thought it was the right thing 
to do, given the conversation that 
we had with the students,” said 
Marshall.

Th e SU has been asking the reg-
istrar’s offi  ce since May 2011 for 
the full breakdown of what ser-
vices the fee provides. 

“Th e only thing we do know is 
now counselling is free and you 
get transcripts free instead of 
paying the $20 fee. But we don’t 
know the full breakdown,” said 
Mohajer. “I think it’s the students’ 
right to know what they are pay-
ing for.”

Marshall responded to ques-
tions about the value of the fee for 
students.

“Th at fee was not necessarily 
for new things. Th at fee was to 
off set the cost of things that were 
currently in the budget,” said 
Marshall. “We have increased 
counselling, we have increased 
programs on the ground, facili-

ties that have changed consider-
ably, so there’s this series of things 
that have happened there. Have 
we gone far enough? No. We need 
to do more.”

It has not been communicated 
when the university plans to pro-
vide a breakdown of the student 
services fee to the SU. 

“We have said to the SU and to 
the Graduate Students’ Associa-
tion that we will ensure that we’re 

going to make sure that we report 
back regularly to them,” said Mar-
shall. 

Th is will take the form of an-
nual reports. 

Th ere was also a motion to es-
tablish a tuition and mandatory 
non-instructional fee committee 
to discuss increases in tuition and 
mandatory fees with the SU and 
GSA, but the motion failed. 
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Student Services fee remains at $300

Aly Gulamhusein /the Gauntlet 

U of C executives Jake Gebert, Dru Marshall and Elizabeth Cannon give their full attention to SU executives presenting their response to the tuition consulation process.

Students don’t pay $150 next year, SU says fi ght is not over

23.2 
The percentage of revenue  in 
the 2012–2013 budget from 
tuition and related fees. 

1.45 
The percentage tuition is in-
creasing for the 2012–2013 
school year. This means an 
increase of $76 for full-time un-
dergraduates, and will gener-
ate $2.1 million annually. 

The percentage of the U of C’s 
operating budget expenditures 
that goes towards salaries and 
benefi ts. 

$1.154
The size of the U of C’s balanced 
budget in billions for 2012–
2013. The university reports 
that it is in a sound fi nancial po-
sition, yet forecasts a defi cit for 
2013–2014. 

64.9 

see student fees, page 8

What value do you see in the non-instructional fees paid to the university?

Interviews: Josh Rose, Photographs: Kaleem Khan

“Th e UPass is great. 
I wish I knew all of 
the services off ered.”
– Maja Lucero, 
fourth-year cellu-
lar molecular and 
microbial biology

“Its a positive thing 
but I’m not ex-
actly sure where my 
money is going.”
– Dave MacDonald, 
second-year physics

“Student services 
are a good thing to 
have available for 
students.”
– Jameson Webber, 
fi rst-year computer 
science

“I don’t see much 
value in it. Th ere’s 
little personal ben-
efi t in it for me.”
– Madelyn Plett, 
third-year biology 
science



Lindsey McDonald
Gauntlet News

Are you in interested in 
Blackfoot? I’m always 
looking for new recruits,” 

said Louis Soop to a group of stu-
dents in MacHall. 

A passionate educator, Soop is 
the instructor of  the Introduc-
tion to Blackfoot   class off ered at 
the University of Calgary.

A painter, traditional dancer, 
well-known storyteller and in-
structor of the Blackfoot lan-
guage, Soop has been active in 
sharing his knowledge and cul-
ture for many years.

Brought up speaking Blackfoot, 
he learned English only when he 
entered school.

Th e Blackfoot First Na-
tion stretches across southern 
Alberta and Montana. Some lin-
guistic diff erences exist across the 
region. 

It is estimated there are 8,000 
speakers among the 14,000 
Blackfoot living in Canada. In 
the United States there are only 
about 100 fl uent speakers of the 
language. 

“I’m not only teaching the lan-
guage,” said Soop. “I talk to the 
students about ceremonies, about 
traditional activities and story-
telling.”

Each class consists of a lan-
guage lesson as well as a cultural 
lesson on topics such as songs, 
drumming and sign language. 

In future classes, students will 
be acting out a traditional story 
in groups, each student reading a 
part. History, society and themes 

of respect and humour are inter-
woven into the classes. 

“I want students to take away 
expressions that they can use to 
talk to Blackfoot people, or just 
for fun with each other,” said 
Soop.  

If the laughter that can be heard 
echoing from the classroom is any 
indication, the Blackfoot class is 
well received, he said.

Th ird-year linguistics student 
Kristin Savage is one of the stu-
dents in  Soop’s class. 

She said the class is challeng-
ing. Savage has been having some 
diffi  culty producing some of the 
sounds but she said the class is 
benefi cial

“I think it’s making me grow,” 
she said.

Savage already speaks several 

languages, and she chose to study 
Blackfoot in order to start from 
the basics and to fi nd some tricks 
to language learning. 

“It’s important that we don’t 

put less value on a language just 
because less people speak it,” said 
Savage. 

Soop said learning a language 
allows people to gain a better un-
derstanding of the people’s his-
tory and culture.

“It’s like any language. It’s an 
experience to know how some 
other people converse, how they 
talk and some of their ceremonies 
and history,” said Soop. 

Numbers of Blackfoot speakers 
may be low, but there is currently 
a youth education program avail-
able in schools. 

No schools off er Blackfoot 
immersion in the Calgary area. 
However, there is an Alberta Ed-
ucation Blackfoot Language and 
Culture program for kindergar-
ten through grade 12. 

As well, the Kainai Board of Ed-
ucation oversees six schools from 
elementary through high school.  
Schools in the town of Stand 

Off , southwest of Lethbridge, are 
mandated by the Kainai Board of 
Educaation.

 Th e key objective of the Kainai 
studies program is “to strengthen 

the Blackfoot language and in-
crease knowledge of our culture 
and history,” according to their 
website.

Th e Blackfoot alphabet consists 
of 12 letters and one glottal stop. 
Th ere are both silent and pro-
nounced combinations of sounds 
such as ‘wa’. Th e ‘h’ can be a soft  
or guttural sound that Soop com-
pares to a gargle. 

“I always tell students, if you 
can gargle, you’ll pass this class 
for sure,” said Soop.

Although the university is not 
planning to off er a higher level  
Blackfoot language class in the 
future, introductory Blackfoot 
will likely be off ered again in the 
fall. 

“I’m always talking about 
something humorous. We have a 
lot of fun,” said Soop. 

G A U N T L E T  N E W S  M A R C H  0 1 . 1 2   5

Blackfoot class well received

Louis Soop teaches a Blackfoot language class at the U of C.
Michael Grondin /the Gauntlet 

“

Interested students should watch for the 
2012–2013 school year schedule for details on next 

year’s class. 

    I’m not only teaching the language,” 
said Soop. “I talk to the students about 
ceremonies, about traditional activities 
and story telling.

– Louis Soop,  U of C  Blackfoot instructor

“

Louis Soop shares his knowledge and language with students 



Amy Badry
With fi les from Susan Anderson
Gauntlet News

Campaigning for the 2012 Stu-
dents’ Union election has be-
gun. Vice-president student 

life candidate Hayley Wade’s poster 
has garnered city-wide attention 
within the fi rst couple days of cam-
paigning. 

Her poster was placed in men’s 
washrooms around the university 
with the slogan, “Great Dick Bro.”

SU Chief Returning Offi  cer Rabiya 
Mansoor indicated Wade’s posters 
hanging in the washrooms are in a 
no-campaign zone. However, since 
they were placed there during the 
24-hour grace period, Wade will not 
be penalized. 

“If it’s from a fi rst-time campaign-
er as the CRO you don’t want to be 

too hard,” said Mansoor. “You are a 
little disappointed that they weren’t 
following the rules to the fullest ex-
tent.”

Other no-campaigning zones in-
clude SU offi  ces and libraries.

Wade’s poster campaign has re-
ceived mixed reactions.

Current VP operations and fi nance 
Patrick Straw said Wade is grabbing 
the attention of voters, which is the 
intention of campaigning.

“What those posters are designed 
to do is to get attention in a light-
hearted, fun way and it is doing ex-
actly that,” he said.

However, last year’s VP student life 
Jennifer Abbott fi nds the posters un-
professional.

“I think when you are running to 
be an elected offi  cial you should be 
conducting yourself in a professional 
and respectful manner. You are go-

ing to be dealing with the govern-
ment and university administration 
representing students,” said Abbott. 
“Campaigns like that delegitimiz-
es the position and the Students’ 
Union.”

Wade, however, believes her post-
ers are a funny way for her to con-
nect with students.

“Th e poster speaks to students in a 
language they know and understand 
and fi nd funny,” she said. “Part of my 
platform is all about student engage-
ment on this campus, and eff ective 
communication with students.”

However, Sarah Hanlon, a fourth-
year Canadian studies and women’s 
studies major, fi nds the posters very 
off ensive.

“Th e posters are aimed specifi cally 
for people with dicks and I don’t have 
a dick,” said Hanlon. “[Th e posters] 
are saying that in order for a female 
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Alberta Innovates – Health Solutions’ Media Fellowship 

Program gives undergraduate or graduate university students 

the opportunity to help CBC Radio communicate science 

and health news to the public. 

We are looking for students with a strong biomedical 

science background. 

Excellent writing, communication, and interpersonal skills

are a must for this challenging 12-week summer internship.

For more information or an application form: 
www.aihealthsolutions.ca or call 1-877-423-5727

A l b e r t a  I n n o v a t e s – H e a l t h  S o l u t i o n s

Funded by the Government of Alberta

Put your knowledge of medical research 
or science to work this summer

Fellowship
Media
Application forms  
available at:

Career Services

Faculty of Engineering 
Undergraduate Studies office

Office of the Faculty of Science

Faculty of Medicine 
Research office 
Bachelor of Health Sciences office

Application deadline:  
March 23, 2012

B r i d g i n g  t h e  g a p  b e t w e e n  s c i e n t i s t s  a n d  t h e  m e d i a

Wade’s controversial poster placed in a no-campaign zone
VP student life candidate Kempe’s  posters are also critiqued

SU candidate posters displayed on the MacHall staircase.
Aly Gulamhusein /the Gauntlet 

see posters, page 7
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For just $29.95, walk in with your taxes, walk out with your refund. Instantly. 
You’ll also get a free SPC Card to save big at your favourite retailers.*

hrblock.ca | 800-HRBLOCK (472-5625)Follow us on Twitter and Facebook

$2995

$ave big*

© 2012 H&R Block Canada, Inc. *$29.95 valid for regular student tax preparation only. Cash Back service included. To qualify for student pricing, student must present either (i) a T2202a documenting 4 or 
more months of full-time attendance at a college or university during 2011 or (ii) a valid high school identification card. Expires July 31, 2012. Valid only at participating H&R Block locations in 
Canada. SPC Card offers valid from 08/01/11 to 07/31/12 at participating locations in Canada only. For Cardholder only. Offers may vary, restrictions may apply. Usage may be restricted when used in 
conjunction with any other offer or retailer loyalty card discounts. Cannot be used towards the purchase of gift cards or certificates. 

we make
taxes painle$$

 instant
cash back
& free SPC Card*

to gain power she has to compliment 
men and not only a man but a man’s 
genitalia.”

Hanlon doesn’t see the point of the 
poster, as it has nothing to do with 
the campaign. 

“It comes back to gender norms 
and stereotypes which are complete-
ly unrelated to any campaign issue, 
which is what really bothers me.”

Hanlon said that when women go 
to obtain equality, they have to por-
tray masculine traits or alternatively, 
embody the female stereotype.

“Women who are powerful are 
powerful in a way that reinforces 
gender stereotypes, keeping women 
from taking power.”

Abbott thinks how you represent 
yourself in your campaign refl ects 
what type of leader you will be.

“If you want to be elected, you 
have to represent students, and if you 
don’t take the election seriously stu-
dents and the people you work with 
will not take your seriously,” said 
Abbott.

Straw said that a successful cam-
paign indicates the passion and dedi-
cation the executive would have. He 
thinks Wade is doing a great job at 
marketing herself.

“If you can get everyone’s atten-
tion, if you are doing such a good 
job marketing yourself that everyone 
knows about you and everyone is 
talking about you, your campaign is 
successful.”

Another VP student life candi-
date, Kevin Kempe, has also received 
mixed reactions to his posters, albeit 
to a lesser extent.

Kempe’s posters are based on the 
“Hey Girl” Ryan Gosling meme. 

Th ird-year English student Nicole 
Foussekis said the poster that both-
ered her was one in which Kempe is 
consoling a crying girl. Th e poster 
reads, “Hey Girl. I know people say 
advocating on behalf of student is-
sues is a waste of time, but I’ll make 
sure your issues are my issues.”

“Well, we don’t really need a male 
hero to solve our issues,” said Fousse-
kis.

However, she did note that at least 
Kempe is relating his poster back to 
student issues, unlike Wade’s post-
ers that are focusing on objectifying 
males.

“Kempe’s campaign is very much 
appealing to the female audience, 
and [Wade] is very much appealing 
to the male audience,” said Foussekis. 
“I almost resent the polarization, that 
politics can’t remain gender neutral.”

Posters, cont’d 
from page 6

Candidate platforms can be found in this Gauntlet issue 
or at su.ucalgary.ca/topstory/2012/feb/know-your-

candidates-february-28-march-5.



Charis Whitbourne
Gauntlet News

Black History Month takes 
place every February. It is a 
time to celebrate the history 

and heritage of the black community. 
“Black History Month is a time 

to share our accomplishments. So 
Black History Month is not just for 
black people, it’s for everybody,” 
said Afrikadey! Society artistic di-
rector Tunde Dawodu.

While Black History Month is not 
as highly publicized in Canada as it 
is in the United States, many events 
took place in Calgary and on the 
University of Calgary campus. Th e 
Afrikadey! Society, in partnership 
with the Calgary Public Library, 
promotes black culture and raises 

awareness about the many obstacles 
overcome by people of African de-
scent.

“Th e idea of celebrating Black His-
tory Month is to recognize the things 
black people have been able to ac-
complish,” said Dawodu.

He said it is especially important 
to have Black History Month in 
Canada. “We infl uence ourselves, 
especially in Canada from where 
we come from. When we come, we 
bring something with us and cul-
ture-wise it’s always nice to share it 
with others because through your 
culture, people can know you better.”

A Black History Symposium, 
which showcased African art, mu-
sic and culture, a French Africa va-
riety showcase of art and music, a 
Ray Charles tribute Orchestra and 

a Youth Talent show were several of 
the events that occurred.

Th e African Students’ Association 
held numerous events on campus.

ASA vp external Veronica Lajide 
said, “regardless of race or age, Black 
History Month is a time we celebrate 
and pay respect to men and women 
who have fought for the rights of 
Black people, pioneers who cham-
pioned the movement of equality for 
all.”

Events held by the asa included 
an I Make Black History Talent 
Showcase in MacHall, which includ-
ed music, dance and spoken word. 
Documentary fi lms were screened 
and a debate on “Should Caribbeans 
acknowledge their African roots” 
also took place. A fundraising fash-
ion show concluded the events. Pro-
ceeds went to the Red Cross, Horn 
of Africa, Feed 1 Project, and Black 
History Awareness events. 

ASA public relations offi  cer Mary-
am Adeyemo said ASA does its best 
to “incorporate people of diff erent 
nationalities into the association, 
Caribbeans, Afro-American, Afro-
Canadian, Afro-latina/latino, Afro-
Asian, Africans at heart, whatever it 
may be.”

Co-president Philip Kaite agrees.  
“Th e point of the club is to bring 
people together.”
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Students’ Union 
Volunteer 
Services is hiring 
summer program 
coordinators.   

Campus Food Bank (1)

Dr. Seuss in the Park (2)

Information Centre/ Lost & Found (1)

Gain real world experience and develop skills such as:

• volunteer management • non-profit program
   development

• event planning • human resources

• risk management • administration

Applicants must be undergraduate students with at least 
one year volunteer experience. All positions run May to 
August, are part-time and offer flexible hours.

Application deadline is Friday, March 23.

MSC 225  |  403-220-3092
www.su.ucalgary.ca/vs

Volunteer
Services
...more than you expect.

To fi nd out about the  African Students’ Association  
upcoming events go to their website wix.com/africans/asa.

“Th e SU didn’t vote in favour of 
the tuition and mandatory non-
instructional fee advisory com-
mittee terms of reference,” said 
Mohajer. “We feel that it doesn’t 
really change the way student 
consultation is done and it doesn’t 
really change the fact that we still 
don’t have a mode of student ap-
proval for mandatory non-in-
structional fees.”

Th e SU hasn’t narrowed down 
which student approval mecha-
nism would work best.

“Is it, for example, a referen-
dum, is it a student board, is it 
having another committee in 
place where there are students 
and administration,” asked Mo-
hajer. “Th ere are so many diff er-
ent models in terms of how that 
could play out.”

By not collecting the full $450 
fee this year, the University of 
Calgary is not collecting $3.6 mil-
lion in revenue. To make up for 
this, the  U of C is taking $3.6 mil-
lion out of the contingency fund 
to balance the budget. 

“Raising the fee this year to 
the level that had been proposed 
would put us in the top fi ve in 
fees. I don’t think that’s where we 
want to be,” said Marshall. 

Increasing the student services 

fee to $450 would make the U of 
C’s fees the fourth most expensive  
when compared to the other 15 
universities the U of C is ranked 
against, called the U15. 

Next year, undergraduates will 
pay $787 in overall mandatory 
non-instructional fees, not count-
ing the UPass. Th e average fees for 
the U15 is $806. 

Black History Month recap Student fees, continued 
from page 4

Non-Instructional 
Fees
For a full-time undergrad in 
both fall and winter 2012-
2013

Students’ Union................$113
UPass..................................$220
Student Health Plan.........$103
Student Dental Plan...........$90
Campus Recreation...........$68
Athletics................................$93
Donation................................$20
Student Services.............$300
*Student Service fee will increase 

to $450 next year. 

Annual total: $1007  



e n t e r t a i n m e n tEditor: Andréa “Facebook-less since 2010” Rojas—entertainment@thegauntlet.ca
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If your parents went to uni-
versity, it’s likely that they 
relied on a phone with a cord 

to make their weekend plans. 
For scholars of today, ‘hanging 
out’ isn’t just isolated to going for 
wings aft er class — it might even 
mean Skype chatting or tweeting.

U of C undergrads, however, 
are fi nding even more ways to 
connect with like-minded people 
through the internet.

On Feb. 9, U of C students Dar-
ren Adams, A.J. Macaulay and 
Eric Termuende uploaded a video 
entitled ‘Shit U of C Doesn’t Say,’ 
a continuation of the popular 
meme that started with the 2011 
YouTube video ‘Shit Girls Say’ — 
and a parody of U of C student 
life. 

“Th e people you see and inter-
act with every day live here, go to 
school here, and spend all their 
time here,” says Termuende.And 
really, these are the people we 
have the most things in common 
with . . . and [who] can really re-
late to what we have to say.”

In two weeks, the video — shot, 
edited and uploaded in four hours 
— has drawn over 30,000 views, 
already making it the third-most 
viewed U of C-related upload in 
the video-sharing website’s his-
tory.

“I think because with Facebook 

and with Twitter and things like 
that, it just blew up so fast,” says 
Termuende. “Say we’re connected 
to some 500 people, and then if 
each person, or even 30 people 
share that, and they’re all connect-
ed to 500 people, it’s out there.”

Despite consisting mostly of 
inside jokes that few non-U of C 
students would understand, na-
tional radio station CBC and me-
dia outlets in Calgary, Edmonton 
and Vancouver have covered the 

comedic short. Termuende credits 
this to the universality of sarcastic 
humour.

“Everyone wants to complain, 
and sarcasm is an easy way of say-
ing what you want to say without 
saying it,” the Haskayne student 
explains. “Th ough we took little 
jabs at things here or there — I 
guess the Gauntlet being one of 
the victims — at the same time it’s 
all in good fun.

“We just wanted everyone to 

be able to laugh at it. And by ev-
eryone, I mean the 10 people we 
thought would see it.”

Th e three students were in-
spired a week aft er the inception 
of the Facebook page ‘University 
of Calgary Memes.’

“We thought, ‘You know, this is 
really hyped right now. If there’s a 
time this goes out, this is it’,” says 
Termuende.

‘Shit U of C Doesn’t Say’ hit 
20,000 views in four days, but its 

growth in popularity slowed as 
soon as a day aft er its peak.

“What’s interesting is that it 
blew up, it was huge, and now it’s 
gone again,” Termuende remarks. 
“It was just the hype. It was inter-
esting for a bit — the fl avour of 
the day, I guess — and that’s it. So, 
it was fun while it lasted . . . but at 
the same time, I guess we have to 
think of something else.”

Memes, trolls and Dinos

Yes, College Freshman 
Meme Guy is a real 
person
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by trololol66
1337 views

Crazy Russian 
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2012 views
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by GCrew1961
not enough views

My dick is great, 
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Creating U of C culture through social media
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Glenbow Museum Encounters Edward Burtynsky
Toronto photographer finds dark beauty of humanity in Earth’s industrial grime
Graham Rapson
Gauntlet Entertainment

Edward Burtynsky hopes his 
images are seen as “as refl ect-
ing pools of our time.” Th ese 

photographs of human industry and 
landscapes warped by the extraction 
of the planet’s resources are not only 
frames — they’re statements of truth.

Th e Toronto photographer’s sub-
jects are quite diverse — marine oil 
fi elds, workers’ dorms in southern 
China’s manufacturing plants, and 
Bangladeshi ship demolition yards.
But the common thread weaving 
Burtynsky’s work together is how 
human interactions with the planet 
are altering its landscape.

As one wanders through the 
Edward Burtynsky: Encounters ex-
hibit, currently on display at Cal-
gary’s Glenbow Museum, it is easy 
to see a sort of beauty in the destruc-
tion of our planet. Burtynsky’s photo 
of the bizarre geometry of Carrara, 
Italy’s marble quarries — from which 
the marble for both Michelangelo’s 
David and modern-day kitchen 
counter-tops have been removed 
— shows the power of humans to 
alter the Earth’s landscapes beyond 
anything even remotely resembling 
nature.

Th e exhibit’s images are select-
ed by various guest curators from 
across Canada, ranging from Olym-
pic medalist Mark Tewksbury and media personality George Strom-

boulopoulos to Calgary’s Glendale 
School’s grade 5 and 6 students.

CBC Radio host Jim Brown is one 
guest curator. “[Th e images] that 
struck me were the tightly cropped 
ones, where you weren’t really sure 
what you were seeing,” says Brown.  
“I just like the fact that the context 
is sort of removed . . . they’ve got a 
strange painterly quality to them.”

Th e prints are also substantially 

sized and detailed. Take National 
Film Board director and animator 
Cam Christiansen’s selection, for 
example — from afar it may look 
like a picture of a massive ship un-
der construction in China’s Zhejiang 
province, but dozens of workers’ 
bicycles are tucked neatly under-
neath the ship’s bow. Th is makes it 
seem as though the bicycles are 
the only thing propping up the 
precariously perched vessel. 

Beyond the contrast between the 
images’ massive size and tiny details, 
the photographic beauty of Burtyn-
sky’s work is juxtaposed with the un-
seemly nature of its subject matter.  

“How can a mountain that has 
been scraped for marble or granite 
be beautiful?” asks Brown. “But the 
way it’s shot and framed, and the way 
[Burtynsky] composes it, turns it 
into something that is actually quite 
beautiful.”

When Burtynsky explores poverty 
in Bangladesh, “he doesn’t show a 
woman crying over a sick or starv-
ing child,” says Brown — instead, he 
focuses on decrepit tankers, creating 
an intellectual response rather than 
an emotional one.

“You’re more likely to have a last-
ing eff ect on someone if you engage 
them intellectually,” remarks Brown.

A photo captures an exceptional 
moment in time, but Burtynsky 
doesn’t capture exceptional mo-
ments. Instead, he takes the every-
day and the industrial processes 
that shape it to create an exceptional 
composition that allows us to pause 
and refl ect on our place in the world.

Nickel Tailings #30, Sudbury, Ontario, 1996. This and other 
photos are on display at the Glenbow until April 9 as part of the 
exhibit Edward Burtynsky: Encounters.

courtesy Edw
ard Burtynsky/Glenbow
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the whole album seems like an attempt to 
market Durbin to the legions of teenage 
girls who voted for him on Idol.  

It takes multiple listens to appreciate 
anything on the album. Durbin channels 
a little Axl Rose on “Love in Ruins,” and 
it works to his benefi t. “Deeper” rollicks 
along impressively and has a compelling 
chorus. 

Among the duds is the aptly titled 
“Outcast,” which reminds us that, yes, 
James Durbin is, in fact, an outcast. 
“May” is an unfortunately half-baked at-
tempt at a ballad about a lost love, topped 
off  with the obtuse refrain of “she was like 
the way she was.”  

Durbin is a great singer — his vocals 
are solid throughout the entire album — 
and yet Memories of a Beautiful Disaster 
leaves listeners wanting. Perhaps it’s the 
mundane collection of songs, or maybe 
it’s because this album is little more than 
a combination of things that have already 
been seen so many times from rock art-
ists over the years.

Memories of a Beautiful Disaster isn’t 
necessarily a bad album, but it blends 
together to create an entirely forgettable 
experience.

Leigh Stauff er

James Durbin
Memories of a Beautiful Disaster
(Nov. 21, 2011, Wind-Up Records)(Nov. 21, 2011, Wind-Up Records)

s p u n A L B U M  R E V I E W S

Chimes of Freedom: Th e Songs of Bob 
Dylan Honoring 50 Years of Amnesty In-
ternational is an album as diverse, unpre-
dictable and triumphant as the man it pays 
tribute to. 

At 76 tracks, Chimes of Freedom is a mu-
sical expedition spanning multiple genres 
and featuring a diverse group of artists. Th e 
lengthy roster includes industry heavy-
weights Queens of the Stone Age, Pete 

Various Artists
Chimes of Freedom: Th e Songs of Bob Dylan
(January 24, 2012, Amnesty International)(January 24, 2012, Amnesty International)

James Durbin was a contestant on the 
tenth season of American Idol. With an 
inspiring story of overcoming childhood 
diagnoses of both Asperger and Tourette 
syndromes, Durbin fi nished in fourth 
place. 

His debut album, Memories of a Beauti-
ful Disaster, is a little less inspired, con-
sisting entirely of standard rock fare. 
Nothing stands out on the fi rst play, and 

Townshend, Adele and Miley Cyrus. 
However, many of the best moments on 

the album come from lesser-known artists 
like Th e Airborne Toxic Event, whose tender 
rendition of one of Dylan’s fi nest love songs, 
“Boots of Spanish Leather,” marks one of the 
album’s most enjoyable covers.

Many standout tracks come from art-
ists who were around to experience Dylan 
in his prime. Betty Lavette delivers one of 
the best vocal performances on the album 
with her soulful rendition of “Most of the 
Time,” while Carly Simon turns “Just Like a 
Woman” into a jazzy piano ballad that hits 
all the right notes.

Other noteworthy renditions include 
Sinead O’Connor’s catchy rendition of 
Dylan’s born-again period track “Property 
of Jesus,” Canadian rapper K’naan’s reinter-
pretation of  “With God on Our Side” and 
Blake Mills’s beautiful cover of “Heart of 
Mine.”

For an album with over fi ve hours of mu-
sic, Chimes of Freedom is surprisingly con-
sistent. Besides a few low points, such as My 
Chemical Romance’s bastardization of the 
epic classic “Desolation Row,” it provides 
a great listening experience  — whether 
you’re a Dylan fan or not. 

Jordan Clermont 
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Like you. 
Whether you’re trying to pick up a 
prerequisite or fulfill a requirement, 
Athabasca University has more 
than 800 online courses that can 
transfer to your degree at your home 
university. Talk with your advisor to 
find out if AU is an option for you.

Learn more at 
explore.athabascau.ca.
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Our world has changed 
since the 18th century, yet 
our sense of humour re-

mains the same. Th e slapstick com-
edy we see in modern sitcoms has a 
strong presence throughout history 
in a theatre form known as Com-
media dell’Arte. Th is month, the 
style is coming to the EPCOR Cen-
tre’s Motel in the complex comedy 
Th e Servant of Two Masters. 

Originating in Italy, Commedia 
dell’Arte is a comedic form of the-
atre traditionally based on stock 
characters, physical comedy and 
improvisation. Each stock charac-
ter serves as an exaggerated refl ec-
tion of reality, such as Pantalone 
(an old rich man) or the Zanni (the 
servants). Th e actors also wear out-

landish masks that are specifi c to 
their characters.

Playwright Carlo Goldoni used 
scripted dialogue instead of im-
provisation, which captured the 
attention of Calgary director Mike 
Griffi  n.

Griffi  n travelled to Italy to study 
Commedia dell’Arte and returned 
to the U of C to develop his MFA
thesis around the theatre form. Last 
year, Griffi  n staged Goldoni’s  Th e 
Liar as part of the drama depart-
ment’s mainstage season.

Still fascinated with Commedia 
dell’Arte and Goldoni’s works, Grif-
fi n is now producing and directing 
Th e Servant of Two Masters with 
Calgary’s Beyond the Brink Pro-
ductions. 

“I love the physical characteriza-
tion of the characters [in Comme-
dia dell’Arte]. I love the playfulness, 

I love the slapstick, I love how it’s 
fun,” explains Griffi  n.

“It’s such a diff erent approach
. . . [compared to] a realism play or a 
Shakespeare play or something like 
that.”

Written in 1745, Th e Servant of 
Two Masters is one of Goldoni’s 
fi rst and most well-known plays. 
“It’s fun, it’s physical, it’s goofy, it’s 
wacky, it’s bizarre, it’s chaotic,” en-
thuses Griffi  n. 

Th e Servants of Two Masters is a 
complex play fi lled with deception, 
chaos and the search for a lost love. 
A servant fi nds himself waiting on 
‘two masters’ — lovers unaware that 
they are in the same city. As the ser-
vant tries to conceal his double al-
legiance there is an impersonation 
of a dead fellow, fl eeing because of a 
murder and the devastated speech-
es of a broken heart. 

“It’s not a full, 100 per cent tra-

ditional Commedia play because 
it’s scripted,” Griffi  n notes. “I tried 
to keep in with the heart of Goldoni 

. . . as he wrote this play. We took 
the heart of the play, all the main 
important elements of the play, and 
then we improvised [with] them.” 

Th is unique adaptation of Goldo-
ni’s work was a team eff ort. “It’s a re-
ally interesting process because [the 
play is] really from the ensemble,” 
stresses Griffi  n. Th e cast and crew 
includes emerging artists and U of 
C drama alumni.

Although centuries old, Griffi  n 
is convinced that audiences will 
still be entertained by Commedia 
dell’Arte’s slapstick humour.

“It’s not a play that’s going to 
leave you thinking about these re-
ally deep philosophical questions 
for the rest of the week, but . . . this 
is a play that you can come to and 
sit back and enjoy.”

The Servant of Two Masters to delight Calgary audiences
U of C alumnus directs improvised take on Italian comedy

Commedia dell’Arte is an Ital-
ian form of drama that humours 
viewers with outlandish masks.

The Servant of Two Masters runs at the EPCOR 
Centre’s Motel from March 8–17. Visit beyondtheb-

rink.ca for more information.

courtesy Anton de Groot
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Show  me  your  friends,
I’ll  show  you  yourself

ome on, dude! For real. 
You should come out to-
night.”

Th e phone conversation with your best 
friend leaves you contemplating your 
night. Th e chemistry exam is tomorrow 
and before the phone call, you had made 
the mental decision that you were going 
to stay in and study.

How oft en have your friends had an 
infl uence on the decision that you made? 
How much of your time is spent with oth-
er people? Are you thinking about the ef-
fect those people have on your thoughts? 
You are responsible for your actions but 
your actions are created by your thoughts, 
and the people who you hang out with 
infl uence your thoughts. Every conversa-
tion that you have has the power to ex-
pand your mind and help you fi nd ideas 
you never would have come up with on 
your own.

When I graduated high school, I had no 
idea what I wanted to do with my life. I 
believe a lot of people have that same is-
sue, pondering the outcome of the rest 
of their lives at such a young age. I didn’t 
want to study something that I didn’t love 
doing. I wanted to wait and see if I would 
come up with the answer in my year off . 
I was fl ung into a world of freedom with 
the chance to do anything that I wanted. 
I started my year off  by moving out with 
some friends.

I can remember the feeling that came 
with moving into my fi rst house. I was 
excited for the freedom. I only thought 
of the good things that could happen, 
and I was convinced that nothing could 
go wrong. At this point in my life I was a 
fi rm believer in being sober. I never went 
out of my way to be under the infl uence of 

anything that took away my sober state of 
mind — the people that I moved into my 
fi rst house with were of diff erent opinion. 
Th ey smoked marijuana on a regular ba-
sis, but this was fi ne with me. I saw my 
roommates and myself as separate indi-
viduals who were responsible for making 
our own decisions. In this new house of 
mine, marijuana was everywhere. Th ere 
were symbolic fl ags on my wall, grinded 
particles on my coff ee table and the aroma 
leaked from the air into my nostrils. 

I couldn’t resist the temptation. 
I smoked it for the fi rst time with my 

roommates three months aft er moving 
in. As the high settled in I felt my inter-
nal principles weaken. It wasn’t long be-
fore I was smoking it twice a week. From 
there it turned into a daily habit. I peaked 
at three times per day and did this for six 
months straight. I couldn’t wake up and 
not be high — I was addicted.

Smoking marijuana was never a self-
developed habit. It wasn’t until I moved in 
with my roommates that I began this habit 
that encouraged procrastination and lazi-
ness. I made the decision to smoke mari-
juana — a direct result of my thought pat-
terns shift ing in line with my roommates’.

You are a result of your social environ-
ment. Because of the position I put my-
self in, I began to think short-term rather 
than long-term. My thought patterns 
shift ed and I felt my life direction spiral-
ling into nothingness — I had to get out. 

Just over a year ago I met Cam Adair. 
Adair works to create an inspiring so-
cial environment for people to come and 
grow together. Th rough our friendship, I 
was introduced into a social dynamic cre-
ated by people who dreamed and were 
working towards a vision. It was a social 
environment where anyone could be in-
spired, not by the dreams of others but by 

their work ethic towards the dreams they 
wanted to achieve. I immersed myself 
with my newfound friends, and these up-
lift ing people caused a shift  in my think-
ing patterns. I’ve never been happier or 
more successful in my life, all because of 
a conscious decision I made to change the 
people I spent my time with. Th is experi-
ence solidifi ed my belief that your social 
environment aff ects who you are — some-
thing that people aren’t usually aware of. 
People know their friends aff ect them, but 
to what extent? 

Professor Harry Hillar of the Sociology 
department added some fuel to this idea 
of social groups. “We don’t usually hang 
out with people who don’t have a similar 
perspective to ourselves. Th ere has to be 
something to which you have similarity 
of approach or perspective,” Hillar ex-
plained, labeling this social activity “ideo-
logical congruence.”

“What you become depends on who 
you are with,” Hillar continued. “In some 
ways this is a natural gravitation. On the 
other hand it’s something that can be very 
conscious. If you’re struggling in school, 
who do you hang out with? Other people 
who are struggling, so you can share per-
spective on your struggles.”

Cherie Tutt, undergraduate program 
administrator from the Arts department, 
agreed that friends infl uence the individ-
ual’s perspective. “I think it’s extremely 
important to fi nd people with similiar in-
terests as you. Th at way you can bounce 
ideas off  each other and gain that other 
perspective,” she said. “You also want to 
make sure that you’re hanging out with 
people with interests outside of your life 
direction too. Th at balance is important.”

C“

see Social circle, cont’d on page 14
I don’t feel like I really fi t in with our friends...

How  your  social  circle  infl uences  who  you  are.
by  Brian  Mark
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Tutt and I agree that our so-
cial circles should be composed 
of people who push us in the 
direction that we want to go in, 
people who allow us to grow as 
individuals.

Hillar believes changing your 
social environment can only 
happen once you are aware of 
the subconscious decisions you 
make to spend time with people 
to share perspectives. If you’re 
struggling with something and 
your social dynamic worsens 
the situation, you can only start 
fi xing the issue aft er realizing 
where the problem lies. 

Hillar suggested making the 
fi rst step to join other social 
groups as a way of changing 
your social situation. “Instead 
of gravitating to people who 
have a similar world view as you, 
choose to grow from someone 
who has a diff erent perspective 
on the world,” he said.

Th e best way, in my opinion, is 
to keep an open mind and look 
ahead. You are a result of your 
social interactions. If you want 
to know what your life is going 
to look like in fi ve years, take a 
look at your fi ve closest friends. 
What perspectives do they bring 

to the table? Do they challenge 
yours and allow you to grow, or 
do they make situations worse?

Sometimes, like in my experi-
ence, the people in your life can 
cause you to make poor deci-
sions. By joining in my room-
mates’ marijuana habit, I infl u-
enced them to stay addicted. 
Th is is one reason why addicts of 
any kind group together. But by 
my breaking out of that environ-
ment, it gave my roommates a 
chance to change themselves, so 
the process is cyclical.

I have known Jeremie Carter 
for a long time and, though our 

perspectives and environments 
have changed, we’ve maintained 
our friendship. He echoed my 
beliefs about taking charge of 
your social environment. “You 
can’t help that certain circum-
stances happened to you when 
you were younger that caused 
you to think in a diff erent way,” 
he explained. “Your present mo-
ment perspective, however, is dif-
ferent. You choose which friends 
you hang out with, which people 
you spend your time with. Th e 
people who you currently spend 
your time with aff ect your pres-
ent moment perspective.” Carter 

explained that, as you have con-
trol over your present situation, 
any benefi ts or inhibitions you 
experience are up to you. Th at 
is, the fi nal decision is yours, 
no matter what infl uences come 
from your social environment. 
Most of all, Carter and I agree 
that you must own up to your 
decisions.

Giving up that Th ursday night 
at the bar to study for your test 
tomorrow isn’t easy when your 
friends are encouraging you to 
come out and party with them. 
Your mind has decided on an 
outcome based on your goals. 
You have to get a good grade and 
the way that you do that is by 
studying for this test. Your best 
friend calls you and adds another 
perspective to your mind: “We’re 
going to be having such a good 
time,” he says. “You’re going to 
be missing out!” Now your mind 
has two potential outcomes to 
ponder. Instead of staying home 
and studying like you were go-
ing to, you’re left  to contemplate 
whether or not you actually want 
to get a good grade.

Take a look at your social en-
vironment right now — in this 
present moment. Are you spend-
ing your time with people who 
are helping you grow? It’s your 
life. Every decision that you 
make in this present moment 
changes the course of the rest 
of your life. Not just your life 
though. You are a result of your 
social environment — that also 
means that your social environ-
ment is a result of you. You have 
the power to infl uence your so-
cial environment. You have the 
power to inspire and change 
your social environment for the 
better.

You cannot change the behav-
iour of others by telling them 
that they are wrong. You must 
change the behaviour of others 
by inspiring them. Once you’ve 
made the conscious decision that 
you want to achieve your dreams 
then inspire people around you 
to do the same. Hold each other 
accountable to pushing in the di-
rection of progress.

Are you being encouraged to fol-
low your dreams or discouraged? 
Is your social environment helping 
you grow or helping you fail?

Social  circle,  cont’d  from  page  13
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Great news: the “war on 
terror” is fi nally over! Bad 
news: we lost.

Our prime minister and his 
government have made much 
of terrorism lately. Last year, 
Stephen Harper expressed his con-
cern that “Islamicism,” a term that 
refers to Islamic-based terrorism 
and is highly off ensive to some, is 
the greatest security threat facing 
our country. In order to protect 
the people of Canada from this 

ever-present danger, the federal 
government has decided to allow 
csis, our federal spy agency, to use 
information extracted by means 
of torture. Th is is a reversal of our 
long-standing previous position. 

Th ere is a boatload of reasons 
why this is a bad idea. If we put 
aside morality for the moment 
and look at this pragmatically, 
torture just doesn’t work. Th ere 
is no scientifi c evidence to show 
that infl icting physical or psycho-
logical pain upon someone will 
increase the likelihood that he 
will provide reliable information, 
so why do it at all?

How much security do we really 
stand to gain by saying yes to in-

formation obtained through tor-
ture, even if it does turn out to be 
accurate? Th e latest directive by 
the ministry of public safety states 
that such information would only 
be considered under “exceptional” 
circumstances, such as another 
incident of the magnitude of the 
September 11, 2001 hijackings or 
the Air India jet bombing. We are 
sacrifi cing our integrity for a hy-
pothetical situation.

We should certainly not let 
our guard down against terror-
ists, but the problem has to be 
put into perspective. While Can-
adians have died abroad in the 
aforementioned attacks and oth-
er terrorist incidents, there have 
been relatively few episodes of 
terrorism on Canadian soil. Th e 
last decade saw a Jewish school in 
Montreal set on fi re in 2004 by a 
pair of 18-year-olds, six natural 
gas pipelines in British Colum-
bia bombed by environmental-
ists between 2008 and 2009 and 

a bank in Ontario fi rebombed by 
anarchists. Th ese incidents were 
all reprehensible but did not in-
jure or kill anyone. Our biggest 
terrorist attack of the last decade 
was one that didn’t happen — an 
Ottawa plot to use truck bombs 
and gunfi re in crowded areas and 
eventually behead the prime min-
ister and other leaders in 2006 
was foiled by csis without the aid 
of torture-based information.

Let’s pretend for a moment, just 
for the sake of argument, that tor-
ture does get reliable information. 
Now let’s imagine that csis got 
hold of some of this information 
and could use it to save thousands 
of people. Lives would be spared, 
but our integrity would not, for 
we have given legitimacy to and 
encouraged torture, a despica-
ble tactic, and its practitioners, 
whether they are Canadians or al-
lies. For most people, this would 
be a diffi  cult decision to make. 
When we remove the hypothetical 
factors, it becomes a little easier to 
take a deep breath and stick to our 
principles: Torture is not eff ective. 
Terrorists are not poised to de-
stroy all that we hold dear. Torture 
strips its victims and perpetrators, 
both active and passive, of their 
human dignity. 

Th e Conservatives love to por-
tray themselves as “tough” on 
crime and terrorism, but they 
have shown themselves all too 
eager to wave the white fl ag when 
it comes to the values that once 
made Canada synonymous with 
compassion and respect. When 
we act out of terror, the terror-
ists win. Enjoy your legacy, Mr. 
Harper.

Parliament: Canada’s 
torture chambers

Kurt Genest
Gauntlet Opinions

If you didn’t get enough 
opinions this week then 

visit thegauntlet.ca 
 and check out Connor V. 
Gottfried’s Hats optional. 

“Torture is not effective. 
Terrorists are not poised to 
destroy all that we hold dear.”
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Golden Spatula
First, to all of you who 

wrote in last week: no, the 
Golden Spatula award is not 
one of those sinister brands 
of coffee that tries to sell you 
on being ethical and tasty 
and whatnot when really it’s 
just more caffeine-fi lled black 
water. Rather, it is a chance 
for us to recognize journalistic 
well-brewedness. This week 
we, the Gauntlet, would like 
to thank Kaleem “the brown 
John Belushi” Khan for all of 
his offi ce hanging-out, mu-
sic educating, interviewing, 
news writing, quip getting 
and general wholesomeness. 
Thanks Kaleem — the next 
coffee is on us!
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Publications Society, an autonomous, incorporated body. Membership 
in the society is open to undergraduate students at the U of C, but all 
members of the university community are encouraged to contribute. 
Opinions contained herein are those of the individual writers, and 
do not necessarily represent the views of the entire Gauntlet staff. 
Editorials are chosen by the majority of the editorial board. The 
Gauntlet is a forum open to all U of C students but may refuse any 
submission judged to be racist, sexist, homophobic, libelous, or 
containing attacks of a strictly personal nature. We reserve the right 
to edit for brevity. Grievances regarding the Gauntlet follow a three-
step process which requires written decisions from the Editor, the GPS 
Board of Directors, and the Ombudsboard. The complete Grievance 
Policy is online at: http://thegauntlet.ca. The Gauntlet is printed on 
recycled paper and uses an apathy based ink. We urge you to recycle/
reject for the Gauntlet.

Letter Policy
Letters must be typed, double-spaced and received by Monday at 4 p.m., 
and must include the author’s name, student ID number, telephone number 
and signature. Letters will not be printed if they include attacks of a strictly 
personal nature, statements that discriminate on the basis of race, sex, or 
sexual orientation, or libelous or defamatory material. All letters should be 
addressed to “Editor, the Gauntlet,” and be no longer than 300 words. The 
Gauntlet retains the right to edit submissions. Letters can be delivered or 
mailed to the Gauntlet offi ce, Room 319 MacEwan Students’ Centre, or sent 
by email to editor@thegauntlet.ca.

Kaleem
“Coff ee with one cream”

Khan

The SU gets something 
right, and wrong

When Tolstoy dropped 
out of university, he 
might have thought to 

himself that successful students’ 
unions are all alike, but that every 
unsuccessful SU is unhappy in its 
own way.

Student elections in high school 
occurred annually, if begrudg-
ingly, as students fought with one 
another to see who was most pop-
ular. One editor at this paper re-
members the campaign slogan of 
the winning candidate: “Why can 
you tune a piano, but not a fi sh?” 
When students enter university, 
it’s easy to infer that the su here is 
about the same — a powerless or-
ganization in charge of unimport-
ant issues, focused on popularity 
(or reference letters) with little to 
off er most students.

Although some of these claims 
are true — of all politicians, actu-
ally — many of them are not. It’s 
important, though, to separate the 
issues that matter from the ones 
that don’t. Th e outgoing SU, un-
der president Dylan Jones, has in 
many ways changed the image of 
the SU that comes to mind from 
negative to positive.

Th e biggest achievement of 
Jones’s cabinet has been increasing 
the SU’s presence on campus. Th is 
hasn’t been in the usual ads-on-
walls style, but actually walking 
around and talking to students. 
While in years gone by most stu-

dents would be hard-pressed to 
name the SU president, Jones’s ap-
proachable style, combined with 
the ebullience of Matt Diteljan and 
Patrick Straw, have put faces to the 
SU.

While the out-of-offi  ce cam-
paign has been lauded, there is a 
more signifi cant achievement of 
this year’s SU: they have had a rea-
sonable view regarding what they 
can accomplish. It is the election 
cry of every candidate that they 
will lower tuition and fees. And 
whenever university administra-
tion or the provincial government 
considers tuition increases, the 
SU beats its chest. Gullible stu-
dents get the impression that the 
SU can eff ect that type of change, 

but when it fails all the other stu-
dents decide that the SU is a waste 
of time.

Rather than focusing on tuition 
this year (although it did come 
up), the SU has taken on more 
achievable projects. When study 
space was an issue during Fall ex-
ams, Jones worked with admin-
istration to develop an effi  cient 
solution. Meanwhile, the other 
executives have similarly followed 
suit — vice-president Ola Mohajer 
has focused on projects within her 
control, like the Undergraduate 
Research Symposium, which was 
a bigger success this year. Even the 
person in charge of off -campus is-
sues, the vice-president external 
Matt McMillan, has for the most 

part moderated his rhetoric about 
changing the world.

Full-time students pay over 
$100 a year to the SU, so it’s im-
portant that students demand that 
they get their money’s worth. Th is 
money can contribute to a number 
of worthwhile projects without 
needing the approval of university 
administration. Not coincidental-
ly, these worthwhile projects can 
be seen and felt by students, rather 
than the lobbying and committee 
work that is oft en associated with 
the SU, which, while still impor-
tant, distracts from the achievable 
ways student life really can be im-
proved.

Candidates would do well to 
learn these lessons. Every year 
students are told that the SU will 
fi ght to have tuition lowered, the 
student experience will improve 
and students will be proud that 
they attend the U of C. But this is 
exactly the language that hurts the 
SU’s chances of success.

If Tolstoy had in fact said that all 
unsuccessful students’ unions are 
unsuccessful in their own way, he 
would have been wrong. Th e ones 
that underwhelm do so because 
they lack scope every time. One 
year in offi  ce isn’t long enough to 
accomplish most of the things can-
didates run on, and few are fooled 
by it. Candidates should take note. 

Gauntlet Editorial Board

“I’m too sweet to add sugar.”
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M
ilk propaganda is rampant. 
From the time we’re tod-
dlers to the eve of our lives 
we’re told that cows’ milk is 

a natural and desirable require-
ment of our diet. Th e hold it has 
on our culture’s psyche is so vast 
it’s almost impossible to open a 
fridge door without seeing a car-
ton of 2 per cent.

For most people, milk fulfi ls 
the recommended daily serv-
ing of dairy, but for others it has 
gone sour. You would think most 
people would clue in when doc-
tors caution new parents with the 
popular caveat, “cows’ milk is for 
baby cows, not baby humans.” If 
in infancy, the most vulnerable 
time in one’s life, we’re advised 
against the ingestion of cows’ 
milk, why would we want or need 
to drink it at any other time? Of 
all mammals on the tree of life we 
are the only ones who continue 
to drink milk aft er weaning. Th is 
should be another indication re-
vealing the problematic nature of 
our consumption of cows’ milk.

Our prolifi c use of cows’ milk 
is trouble from both a biological 
and medical perspective. Accord-
ing to some biologists, only 25 
per cent of the world’s adult pop-
ulation retains the ability to pro-
duce an enzyme to digest lactose, 
a sugar found in milk. Th is per-
centage is skewed toward people 
of northern European descent, 
leaving 75 per cent of the world’s 
non-European population un-
able to digest milk. If Canada 
represents a mosaic of the world’s 
diversity, why are we among the 
top 10 consumers of milk in the 
world?

Another interesting, yet no 
less confusing asymmetry, is the 
positive correlation between in-
creased consumption of calcium-
rich milk and the increased levels 
of osteoporosis, a disease charac-

terized by bone mineral density 
loss.

Before pasteurization became 
enforceable by law for the selling 
and distribution of milk, some 
cultures benefi ted from the nutri-
tion garnered from this natural 
product. Nowadays, the cows’ 
milk we buy at the supermarket 
has been so dramatically altered 
from its original state that we 
could call it anything but natural. 
From cow to carton, milk goes 
through a number of processes 
that would have most milk-mous-
tached celebrities’ heads rolling. 

Let’s take into consideration 
the treatment of the animals that 
faithfully produce this substance 
we so greedily procure. In order 
to supply the massive demand 
for milk, cows are usually factory 
farmed and confi ned to cramped 
stalls which increase stress to 
the animals and perpetuate the 
spread of disease. Canadian cows 
are not given the cocktail of drugs 
and hormones that other nations 
so lovingly administer, but let us 
not ignore the reality of the in-

humanity from which this glori-
fi ed product comes from. Cows 
experience harsh conditions and 
suff er many illnesses. To counter-
act this, they are given numerous 
injections of antibiotics which 
are transferred through the milk 
to us, the consumers. Th e prolif-
eration of antibiotic drugs in our 
food supply could be linked to 
the prevalence of antibiotic-resis-
tant bugs and the debilitation of 
our immune system.

Next we have the pasteuriza-
tion and homogenization pro-
cesses. Originally, the pasteuri-
zation of milk was introduced 
to kill off  harmful bacteria and 
to prevent milk from souring. 
Th e latter seems to be the more 
palpable reason since industry 
was burgeoning at that time, and 
making things more shelf-stable 
was highly benefi cial to com-
mercial exploits. Unfortunately, 
in the process of pasteurization, 
enzymes are destroyed, naturally 
occurring antioxidants are ren-
dered inert and calcium becomes 
insoluble.

Homogenization, the process 
of making a mixture the same 
throughout, is also widespread in 
commercially sold milk. Th e fats 
in whole milk typically separate 
from the water content. Th is is 
unappealing to the average con-
sumer who would much rather 
have a beverage she doesn’t have 
to shake every time she wants 

a swig. Th e problem with ho-
mogenization is that it alters the 
composition of the fat molecule 
so that it bypasses the normal 
digestive process and delivers un-
digested proteins and hormones 
directly into the blood stream. 
In many cases, the immune sys-
tem does not recognize the  undi-
gested  proteins found in homog-
enized milk, and so initiates an 
allergic response.

Further down the line, what 
was once cows’ milk is now forti-
fi ed with synthetic vitamins, and 
cut with tap water. In some in-
stances, high fructose corn syrup 
and artifi cial colourings are add-
ed and the beverage is packaged 
and shipped to your local food 
market, or worse, to kids’ elemen-
tary school lunchroom.

In defence of cows’ milk, peo-
ple laud its protein content, cal-
cium richness and nutritional 
benefi ts to the world’s poor. In 
North America and elsewhere, I 
propose the consumption of oth-
er protein-rich foods like grains 
and pulses which require far less 
energy inputs than do the main-
tenance of dairy cows. I also sug-
gest sea vegetables and seeds for 
alternative and much more richer 
sources of calcium. As for adults 
living in Canada and seeking op-
timal health and wellness,  milk 
does a body bad.

Tamara Cottle
Gauntlet Opinions

Milk. It Does a Body Good?



s p o r t sEditor: Erin Shumlich—sports@thegauntlet.ca

1 8   M A R C H  0 1 . 1 2  G A U N T L E T

A Canadian big league dream

Taylor McKee
Gauntlet Sports 

For a Canadian, the road to 
Major League Baseball can 
seem insurmountably long. 

Th e eff ect that the competitive cli-
mate has on those intent on playing 
at the highest level is great. Play-
ers in Florida, North Carolina or 
Texas have likely never experienced 
cancelled games in May because of 
snow. For this reason, Canadians 
seem to be at a natural disadvan-
tage from the beginning, but as the 
exploits of Canadian players have 
proven in recent years, it may only 
be an inconvenience. 

Like many other sports, the ma-
jority of elite talent in baseball is 
funnelled into specialized acad-
emies with the intention of con-
verting raw talent into professional 
prospects. More and more of 
these academies are appearing in 
Canada and they are beginning to 
put Canada on the map as a source 
of reliable prospects for profes-
sional teams.

Proudly displaying a scar that 
would make the most grizzled vet-
eran of any sport squirm, Jordan 
Wong is optimistic. A 20-year-old 
draft  pick of the Milwaukee Brew-
ers born and raised in Calgary, 
Wong has already had a lifetime 
of baseball experiences and his ca-
reer is far from over. Jordan began 
playing baseball at the age of eight 
in Calgary with his older brother 
as his athletic role model. “When 
I started, I wasn’t very good,” he 
said. “I wasn’t naturally gift ed 
or anything. Everything I got, I 
earned.” 

Wong is a product of a diverse 
group of clubs in Alberta and Brit-
ish Columbia — he played for the 
Okotoks Dawgs of the Western 
Major Baseball League, the Cal-
gary Cubs and then travelled to 
Fraser Valley,  b.c. and Vauxhall 
Academy in his senior year of high 
school.

Vauxhall, Alberta is quickly 
gaining a reputation as one of the 
most respected baseball acade-
mies in Western Canada. It was in 
Vauxhall that Wong had some of 
his fondest baseball experiences as 
a teenager. “I loved it there, it was 
the best experience I had ever had. 
Th ose guys, the coaches, are still 
some of my best friends.”

Unquestionably the best base-
ball academy in Alberta, the Vaux-
hall high school academy has 
produced eight players who were 
draft ed to the mlb. It might not 
seem like an obvious place for an 
academy of elite teenaged baseball 
talent, but the links between Vaux-
hall and organized baseball reach 
back as early as the 1920s. Now, the 
Vauxhall Academy of Baseball is a 
fully functioning high school and 
routinely produces players who 
receive interest from professional 
scouts. Th e instructors and train-
ers are of a professional calibre, 
giving students a unique opportu-
nity to learn from the best in the 
country.

“It’s developing a lot the last 
few years,” said Wong. “Th ey have 
coaches who have played at high 
levels, coached at the high levels. 
Th ey bring in the head trainer of 
the Blue Jays and they’ve got men-
tal trainers as well.” 

When Wong left  for Vauxhall, he 
was 16 — a common experience 
for any talented baseball player. 
Th ey are forced to leave home at a 
young age and make  a life-chang-
ing decision. Wong billeted with a 
family on a farm 15 minutes out-
side the town. 

“Th ey are like a second family 
for me,” beamed Wong. “I am a 

city boy through and through, but 
I would help out around the farm 
when I could. It was just like a new 
home for me.”

Centres like Vauxhall bring 
players from all over the country, 

where bonds are formed between 
boys dealing with their future as 
men. Th e familial atmosphere 
of baseball players in Western 
Canada was rocked to its core with 
the unexpected and tragic deaths 

of Mitch MacLean and Tanner 
Craswell in December, both of 
whom played with Wong. Cras-
well was a graduate of the Vauxhall 
academy. MacLean and Craswell 
were killed in a murder-suicide 
south of Calgary on Dec. 15.

“It shook the community at fi rst, 
but in the long run it brought ev-
eryone closer, especially the alum-
ni,” said Wong. “It’s so hard. Th ey 
were the best guys in the world. 
Tanner [Craswell] was one of the 
best shortstops I had ever seen.” 
Wong speaks of being draft ed, dis-
cussing signing bonuses and the 
death of his former teammates, 
as one would expect from some-
one refl ecting upon a long career. 
However, Wong is only 20 and is 
by no means done with baseball.

Freshly freed from a cast, Wong 
is focused on rehabilitating his sur-
gically repaired elbow and return-
ing to the pursuit of his profession-
al dreams. An injury that began to 
surface in 2010, Wong eventually 
needed surgery to remedy an el-
bow, damaged from repeated stress 
of pitching full time. “Where the 
ligament attaches to the bone, the 
bone snapped off . I threw through 
it for a year. I couldn’t soap the left  

Women’s hockey team captures gold
For the fi rst time in the University of Calgary’s history, the women’s hockey team captured the Canada West title. On 
Feb. 25, the Dinos beat the University of Alberta with a 2–0 win at home. The Dinos shut out the U of A in a best-of-
three fi nal and now head to the CIS championship in Edmonton as top contenders. The Saturday game was tight, with 
the U of C slightly outshooting their rivals 23–17. The Dinos took a 1–0 lead late in the fi rst period after Jenna Smith 
took advantage of one of few scoring opportunities. The second goal came in the second period when Erin Davidson 
poked a pass into the U of A’s net.

courtesy of David Moll/Dinos athletics

courtesy of Vauxhall Academy of Baseball

The road to baseball glory for a Calgarian pitcher

Jordan Wong pitches in a game during his time at Vauxhall Academy of Baseball.

see Baseball, page 19
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COMMUNICATIONS COORDINATOR

Project Overview: Worldwide Views on Biodiversity is an inter-
national project involving public consultations with citizens 
from different countries on the issue of biodiversity. The objec-
tive of these consultations is to provide citizen views  to the 
policy communities engaged in the upcoming discussions on 
the UN Convention on Biological Diversity.

Position Overview: The position is associated with the Canadian 
public consultation initiative based in Calgary. This full-time 
position will be for five months, from May 1 through September 
30 2012. Key responsibilities will include but not be limited to 
the following:

-
tion materials

including traditional and social media

public consultation

website

Qualifications: Strong organizational, oral and written commu-

an asset. Students interested in research are particularly 

conducting an honours thesis on some component of this initia-
tive. You must be available for training during March 27-30 
inclusive.

Application Instructions:

E-mail cover letter and resume to the attention of Erin Navid
Manager, Dept. of Communication and Culture at 

elnavid@ucalgary.ca

Worldwide Views on Biodiversity Project
Dept. of Communication and Culture

University of Calgary

Justin Seward
Gauntlet Sports

The University of Calgary’s 
golf team is gearing up 
for another season on the 

green. Th e men’s and women’s 
Dinos club team is looking to im-
prove from last season and have 
been training over the winter by 
hitting balls at the Fox Hollow golf 
dome to stay in shape. Th e team 
is in its 10th year as a Dinos club 
team and is concentrating on stay-
ing focused in order to be success-
ful this year.

Th e team’s captain Katie Avram 
said that because the team doesn’t 
have varsity status, they constantly 
struggle with funding.

“I hope we gain varsity status 
and we can get some funding from 
the school and outside sources,” 
said Avram. “It’s hard to sched-
ule tournaments because we don’t 
know what kind of funding we are 
going to get for travel.” 

Th e team works with the athletic 
department for travel funding, but 
Avram said most of the money 
comes from their own pockets. 

Th e team provides a great op-
portunity to meet other golfers, 
and team member Allison Seto 
said the team has been very sup-
portive of each other. 

“Everyone is really great and I 
like golfi ng, so it’s nice to have a 
club that motivates you to go out,” 
said Seto, who has swung the club 
since she was seven. 

Seto hopes to continue im-
proving throughout the season. 
“I would like to play better and 
change my mentality about golf 
and start focusing on how I play 
rather than the score,” she said.  

Th e U of C golf team is a great 
opportunity for students who 
hope to continue with golf while in 
school. Currently, the men’s team 
has seven players and the women’s 
team has six. In order to make the 
team, players had to attend try-
outs before the fall semester which 
consisted of two rounds of golf 
— handicaps had to be no higher 
than four for the men and 15 for 
the women.

“Th e U of C always had a 
good golf team and, being born 
and raised in Calgary, and the 
U of C being a good school, it all 
fi t together,” said Steven Scheidt, a 
third-year business major. “I like 
the challenge of being outside and 
every shot and round is diff erent. 
I’m getting better each year.”

Scheidt said his experiences at 
tournaments with the team have 
been unforgettable.

“Th e thing that stands out was 
playing at nationals in Toronto. It 
was a challenge, but fun times on 
the golf course,” said Scheidt. 

Th e team’s season runs from 
September to October and from 
February to May. During the 
Golden Bears and Pandas Invi-

tational on Sept. 18–19, Dino 
Katie Avram ranked second over-
all with a score of 165. Connor 
Matzelle was the top Dino for the 
men with 150 and scored sixth 
place overall. Th e team is looking 
forward to having a strong start 
in the winter semester. 

Dinos golf team is back
side of my body.”

With baseball the number one 
priority for Wong, he doesn’t be-
lieve the surgery hurts his future 
due to the ubiquitous prevalence 
of players who have gone under 
the knife.

“It’s so common now, you would 
be hard-pressed to fi nd a team in 
[America] that doesn’t have a guy 
who has had Tommy John surgery 
[repairing a torn ucl in the elbow] 
or something similar to that,” said 
Wong. “It’s about a 90 per cent suc-
cess rate now.” 

Wong also explained that base-
ball is diff erent from a sport like 
hockey that has pros as young as 18.

“In baseball, they say you hit 
your peak around 27 and they will 

keep an eye on you until around 
then. So missing a year due to sur-
gery when I am 20 is not that big 
of a deal.”

Th e resiliency of Jordan Wong 
is emblematic for what is required 
of an aspiring pro athlete in any 
sport. When one makes the de-
cision to operate within the slim 
margins of elite talent, certain 
sacrifi ces are made and experi-
ences mortgaged. However, for 
every new team, town and chal-
lenge that Wong faces, the op-
portunity to realize a once-distant 
goal grows closer. Even though 
he isn’t where he wants to be yet, 
Wong’s story reaffi  rms that there 
are no shortcuts to one’s dreams. 
He has the scars to prove it.    

Baseball, cont’d from pg 18

Justin Seward /the Gauntlet 

L to R: Matt Dodds, Katie Avram, Allison Seto and Steven Scheidt.

For more information about the U of C Dinos golf 
team, visit dinosgolf.ca.
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Imaginary Anomaly — Morgan Shandro

Life Scream — Sean Willett

Society of Coyotes — Remi Watts

Stercum Accidit — Kurt Genest

Who do you want to represent YOU?

Hey. I’m a candidate in the 
upcoming SU election. 
I could be the President, 

Vice President Academic, Vice 
President External, Vice President 
Operations and Finance, Vice 
President Student Life, or one of 18 
faculty representatives. 
About three weeks ago I submitted a 

nomination package complete with a 
platform and a photo. This week you 
may have seen my face on a banner, 
or maybe I introduced myself to you 
in the hall. I attended the election 
forums on the South Courtyard 
Stage and was grilled on the issues, 
and now I’m waiting for the votes to 
roll in.
If I win a seat on your student 
council, I will represent you on any 
number of the following issues:

student fee increases

plans for the university
I will also be responsible for:

Centre

and all levels of government

If you think your vote doesn’t matter, 
think again!
Who do you want to represent you?

Voting days are March 6 - 8. 
Look for the VOTE button 
online at 
www.su.ucalgary.ca or 
drop by one of the polling 
stations located 
in MacEwan 
Student Centre, 
Social Sciences 
and TFDL.

SU Elected Official

?

 Th e Students’ Union advertisement is provided by the su and published without Gauntlet editorial revision. 
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