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Golden Spatula
First, to all of you who 

phoned us last week: no, the 
Golden Spatula award is not 
a compendium of American 
Civil War veterans’ profi les. 
Anyone who thought they 
were has been grossly 
misinformed. Rather, it is a 
chance for us to recognize 
journalistic musket reload-
ing speed. This week we, 
the Gauntlet, would like to 
thank Justin Azevedo for all of 
your Odd Future loving, rap 
reviewing, pizza eating, whis-
tling dixie, hanging outness 
and general swell-ocricity. 
Thanks for all your help 
Justin!

Furor Arma Ministrat

Room 319, MacEwan Students’ Centre
University of Calgary
2500 University Drive NW
Calgary, AB  T2N 1N4
General inquiries: 403-220-7750
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The Gauntlet is the offi cial student newspaper of the University of 
Calgary, published most Thursdays throughout the year by the Gauntlet 
Publications Society, an autonomous, incorporated body. Membership 
in the society is open to undergraduate students at the U of C, but all 
members of the university community are encouraged to contribute. 
Opinions contained herein are those of the individual writers, and 
do not necessarily represent the views of the entire Gauntlet staff. 
Editorials are chosen by the majority of the editorial board. The Gauntlet 
is a forum open to all U of C students but may refuse any submission 
judged to be racist, sexist, homophobic, libelous, or containing attacks 
of a strictly personal nature. We reserve the right to edit for brevity. 
Grievances regarding the Gauntlet follow a three-step process which 
requires written decisions from the Editor, the GPS Board of Directors, 
and the Ombudsboard. The complete Grievance Policy is online at: 
http://thegauntlet.ca. The Gauntlet is printed on recycled paper and 
uses a cup based ink. We urge you to recycle/drink the Gauntlet.

Letter Policy
Letters must be typed, double-spaced and received by Monday at 4 p.m., 
and must include the author’s name, student ID number, telephone number 
and signature. Letters will not be printed if they include attacks of a strictly 
personal nature, statements that discriminate on the basis of race, sex, or 
sexual orientation, or libelous or defamatory material. All letters should be 
addressed to “Editor, the Gauntlet,” and be no longer than 300 words. The 
Gauntlet retains the right to edit submissions. Letters can be delivered or 
mailed to the Gauntlet offi ce, Room 319 MacEwan Students’ Centre, or sent 
by email to editor@thegauntlet.ca.
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e d i t o r i a l

 c o n t e n t s 

Twitter is not kind to poli-
ticians. Th e convenience 
provided by the platform, 

combined with the thousands of 
guaranteed followers that come 
with being an elected offi  cial, 
makes it all too easy for a politi-
cian to broadcast a career-ending 
faux pas to the masses. As a result, 
the Twitter accounts of most poli-
ticians are almost always painfully 
boring and artifi cial, in order to 
avoid unwanted controversy.

Naheed Nenshi is an exception. 
Where other politicians repeatedly 
try and fail, Calgary’s mayor seems 
to eff ortlessly succeed. 

So when a screenshot of one of 
Nenshi’s tweets hit the front page 
of Reddit, a popular link-sharing 
website, it was not the death sen-
tence it would have been for most 
politicians. While most elected of-
fi cials garner unintentional inter-
net fame through their blunders, 
Nenshi’s tweet was instead being 
praised for its wit. 

Th e tweet itself was a response 
to a disgruntled Calgarian asking 
about the purpose of the contro-
versial Peace Bridge. Nenshi wryly 
replied, “I think it’s to be used to 
cross the river.” 

Receiving over 20,000 up votes 
and over 900 comments, the 
screenshot of this exchange quickly 
became one of Reddit’s most popu-
lar posts. One of the commenters 
stated, “I do not know much about 
this ‘naheed nanshi’ but I do know 
he is now my favorite politician in 
the world.”

Although they usually don’t re-

ceive this kind of attention, tweets 
like this are fairly typical of Nenshi. 
Since he spends time on Twitter 
communicating with people who 
have tweeted at him, he makes little 
eff ort to stop his personality from 
coming through in his responses. 
While this would be a public rela-
tions disaster for many politicians, 
Nenshi has managed to pull it off . 

When he isn’t responding to 
questions and criticisms, he is 
tweeting about local events, policy 
changes and encounters with note-
worthy Calgarians. Most of this is 
done with a light-hearted sense of 
humour, although Nenshi takes 
care to adopt a more serious ca-
dence when appropriate. 

Th is approach to Twitter has 

gained Nenshi almost 50,000 fol-
lowers. In comparison, Toronto’s 
Rob Ford and Vancouver’s Gregor 
Robinson both have around 20,000 
followers each. Despite being the 
mayors of cities with over twice 
the population of Calgary, they are 
both eclipsed by Nenshi’s online 
presence. A quick look at either of 
their pages makes the reason for 
this clear: they are fl ooded with 
links, hashtags, and banalities. 
Th ese are all sure signs of aging 
politicians struggling to adapt to a 
changing environment, held back 
by their fear of doing something 
wrong.

It is hard to blame these people 
for taking the boring route, how-
ever, when the alternative could 

be much worse. A brilliantly di-
sastrous example of a politician al-
lowed to freely express himself on 
twitter can be found in American 
Senator Chuck Grassley. Grassley 
has also received quite a bit of at-
tention for his Twitter account, 
albeit not in the way he may have 
hoped. His timeline is fi lled with 
gems such as “I now h v an iphone,” 
“Norwalk hs 41students issues 
stop Gasprices AfgNistan gay-
mArriage Iowa economy F16,” and 
“Test.” His tweets are just what you 
would expect the half-senile rav-
ings of an 80- year-old Republican 
to sound like, complete with week-
ly complaints about the lack of his-
tory on the History Channel.

While tweeting is oft en consid-
ered to be a rather inconsequential 
skill for a politician, it is starting to 
become more important as people 
begin to turn to social media to 
learn about politics. If a person 
looks at a politician’s tweets and 
sees “Turned to history channel. 
No. history again,” they may begin 
to realize how unfi t that person is 
for the position. 

Nenshi has used Twitter to re-
mind his constituents how amaz-
ing having a young, Harvard edu-
cated mayor can be. His constant, 
oft en humorous communication 
with Calgarians has increased his 
reputation, not only in our city, but 
on the world’s stage. On a website 
that allows people to bear all, we’re 
lucky our mayor has something 
worth showing. 

Gauntlet Editorial Board

Nenshi tweets it big time

“Th e opinions editor told me 
that the Golden Spatula was a 

Confederate war medal.”

— Justin Azevedo —
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Peer mentoring improves student learning

Julian Rojas
Gauntlet News

Th e fi rst-ever tedx at the Uni-
versity of Calgary will be held in 
the MacHall Ballroom on March 
30. Ten speakers will be at the 
event, themed “Building a Lega-
cy.”

tedx is a localized version of 
the Technology, Entertainment 
and Design annual conference 
held in California, which invites 

innovative speakers to give short 
presentations on their cultural 
and scientific ideas. Formed in 
1984, ted events are now held 
in North America, Europe and 
Asia and have been streamed 
online since 2006. The ted web-
site receives over 700,000 hits 
per month.

Devoted to the mission of 
“ideas worth spreading,” the 
ted website describes tedx as “a 
program of local, self-organized 

events that bring people togeth-
er to share a ted-like learning 
experience.” 

Among this year’s speakers at 
the U of C is a composer, a natu-
ralist, an astronaut and an Ab-
original storyteller.

Students’ Union vice-presi-
dent student life Matt Diteljan is 
one of the main organizers.

“Each of the speakers was 
carefully chosen and has ties to 
the university and the commu-

nity,” said Diteljan.
One of the requirements for all 

tedx conferences is that only 100 
participants are allowed to attend. 

Th e attendees were determined 
through an application process 
on the event website, which re-
quired applicants to explain why 
they wished to be involved and 
what kind of legacy they wanted 
to leave.

“We really wanted to make 
sure that whoever wanted to be 

there the most got to attend,” said 
Diteljan.

U of C professor, music compos-
er and speaker at the event Zachary 
Wadsworth approves of the appli-
cation process.

“It’s pretty clear they’re not 
looking for a lecture. Th ey want 
to foster interesting conversations 
between people,” said Wadsworth.

Wadsworth’s talk will touch on 
the value of art in society.

U of C’s fi rst TEDx event happening March 30

Emily Macphail
Gauntlet News

In 2005, University of Calgary 
professor of communications 
Tania Smith began a program 

designed to enhance classroom 
learning. Th is initiative was the 
peer mentoring program.

Smith said the idea for the pro-
gram came easily.

“Peer mentoring itself is natural 
and the formal structure boosts 
it — you’re learning at the same 
time as you’re practicing.”

In the peer mentoring program, 
students are partners in both 
teaching and instructing. Because 
Smith saw that the enthusiastic 
students in the class made it more 
enjoyable, she thought, “why not 
bring them back?”

Peer mentoring initially began 
as an independent study course, 
which then became General 
Studies 507 in 2008, an interdisci-
plinary senior-level credit course 
that focuses on education, peer 
support, instruction and ethical 
support.

“It’s a way for students to have 
an active role in improving the 
heart of education,” said Smith.

In 2008, the Curricular Peer 
Mentoring Network was formed 
with help from the su’s Quality 
Money program. Since 2005, 209 

students have been peer mentors 
and there have been 57 host in-
structors in 40 diff erent courses. 

Peer mentors assist learning in 
a course they previously took and 
did well in. At the same time, they 
are enrolled in General Studies 
507. 

Peer mentoring network direc-
tor Lisa Stowe is the instructor for 
General Studies 507. 

“[Th e course] deals with higher 
education and learning theory. So 
when students go to mentor, they 
have a framework,” said Stowe.

Th e course is designed to en-
courage students to support each 
other and critically refl ect on 
their experiences as peer men-
tors. For eff ective peer mentors 
who wish to return, there is the 
option of continuing on to the re-
search-intensive General Studies 
509, where students can further 
assist new peer mentors, as well 
as conduct and present a research 
project on either peer mentoring 
or learning and education in their 
subject area.

Patti DesJardine, an instructor 
in the Community Rehabilitation 
and Disability Studies program, 
has hosted three peer mentors 
per year for two years. Students 
in  the crds are required to do a 
practicum in their fi nal year, and 
peer mentoring off ers a unique 

option for students. 
DesJardine sees peer mentor-

ing as a way for students to ex-
plore the opportunities in their 
degree. 

“It gives students structure in 
how they learn to interact with 
students, to engage with students 
and to supervise students,” said 
DesJardine, who admits there was 
a learning curve when she be-
came a host. “You ask, ‘what role 
do we ask the students to play?’ 
and they start to defi ne their own 
roles in the course.”

Fourth-year crds student 
Caitlin Pells said the peer men-
toring program was a benefi cial 
experience, and unlike other pro-
grams, the peer mentor role in 
the crds program overlaps with 
the role of a teacher’s assistant. 

“It gave me a bit of an upper 
hand going into grad school,” said 
Pells of the grading and teaching 
experience. “[Th e peer mentoring 
program] is so worthwhile. My 
favourite part is being there for 
the students and helping to devel-
op their knowledge of concepts 
— you get so much out of it.”

Communications professor and 
host instructor for the program 
Dawn Johnston has had similar 
positive experiences. She admits 
determining the peer mentor’s 
role is “a challenge at fi rst,” but 

feels the peer mentor has a diff er-
ent perspective from the instruc-
tor that is helpful when it comes 
to assisting current students in 
the course. 

She said that having a peer 
mentor in the class was “a really 
neat experience,” with the peer 
mentor implementing large ques-
tion sessions for the students and 
even holding a potluck featuring 

foods studied in the course. John-
ston teaches a course in food cul-
ture in the department of com-
munication studies. 

While the peer mentoring net-
work currently exists predomi-
nantly in the faculties of arts and 
nursing, the program will extend 
to other university faculties.

Arlene Lai-Warner and peer mentor Brianne Boyd work on a face mould.

Arlene Lai-Warner /the Gauntlet 

see tedx, page 7

For instructors and students interested, visit
peermentoring.ucalgary.ca/. 

“What better op-
tion than to have 
somebody who 
has already been 
through the course 
to guide you.”
– Olivia Schmidtz, 
fi rst-year biology

Interviews: Usman Rizwan, Photographs: Justin Seward

“It’s great to learn 
from somebody who 
has gone through 
the same thing.”
– Sandeep Singh, 
second-year
 mechanical 
engineering

“It helps to have 
somebody who 
understands your 
situation.”
– Navjot Jassar, 
second-year 
development 
studies

“It would help 
clarify the concepts 
and help develop 
teaching and leader-
ship skills.”
– Sina Askari, 
second-year 
civil engineering

How would peer mentoring enhance your education?



Uzman Rizwan
Gauntlet News

University of Calgary 
chemistry PhD candi-
date Payman Pirzadeh is 

researching ice formations. Un-
derstanding how ice forms has 
important applications. Th ou-
sands of people every year un-
dergo organ transplants to replace 
failing organs like livers, kidneys 
and corneas. As organ donation 
becomes more common, it is im-
portant to fi nd better ways to pre-
serve them.

Ice can form into two types of 
structures, hexagonal ice and cu-
bic ice. Hexagonal ice takes well-
known forms like freezer ice, or 
the ice that forms on a lake. In 
contrast, cubic ice does not form 
in nature and its crystals have 
been mainly created in labora-
tories under specifi c conditions. 
Cubic ice crystals are less harmful 
to organs. 

Th e diff erence between the two 
types of ice is how they form, and 
studying this formation gives an 
understanding into the eff ects of 
ice on frozen objects, such as or-
gans.

“It has been found in experi-
ments with organ preservation 
that if cubic ice is present, then 
the tissues are less damaged,” said 
Pirzadeh. 

Cell membranes or tissue can 

be damaged when organs are fro-
zen, due to the formation of ice. 
Pirzadeh said the crystals of hex-
agonal ice are larger and sharper 
compared to cubic ice and can 
damage cell membranes.

 Ice structures can be compared 
to a brick wall. Each molecule 
is a brick, and the molecules are 

stacked on top of one another. 
Sometimes these molecules, like 
bricks, slide and move. Th ese 
shift s can cause defects in ice 
called stacking faults which occur 
when a new layer of ice grows on 
top of another, but the molecules 
are not lined up properly. It is this 
stacking that makes the ice jagged 
and sharp.

Pirzadeh began studying ice 
formation and stacking faults for 
his PhD. 

“Research, I would say, has two 
parts. One part is aims that you 
usually plan for. Another part is 
luck, chance, random problems 
and observations that you make. 
Stacking faults was one of those 
random ones,” said Pirzadeh.

U of C chemistry professor and 
Pirzadeh’s supervisor Peter Kusa-
lik gave Pirzadeh the inspiration 
to begin researching this topic.

“He was telling me that as you 
grow the ice, there is a chance that 
ice layers are shift ed with respect 
to each other,” said Pirzadeh.

Kusalik said that stacking faults 

only occur when the ice grows in 
one direction.

“My question for him at that 
point of time was why we don’t see 
stacking faults when we are grow-
ing ice in other [directions],” said 
Pirzadeh. “Our simulations are 
3D, so when we are growing ice in 
one direction, it is by default also 
growing in other directions.”

During the summer of 2007, 
Pirzadeh checked the progress of 
the simulations he left  running 
and observed an unusual growth 
he was not expecting. 

Pirzadeh and Kusalik found 
that instead of the molecular 
stacking in hexagonal form, cubic 
ice resulted when stacking faults 
occurred in their experiment.

Th e change in stacking of mol-
ecules was because of the forma-
tion of the ice molecules and the 
amount of rings created in their 
compounds. 

Five- and eight-member rings 
were created, and they interfere 
with the growth of the ice crystal. 
Th ese faults cause a shift  in the 
subsequent ice layer.

“Ice does not like fi ve-member 
rings. It prefers six-member rings. 

But if ice wants to accommodate 
fi ve-member rings then it has 
to come up with a compromise. 
Th at produces the defect. In this 
case, we observed fi ve- and eight-
member rings that particularly 
shift ed the subsequent layer,” said 
Pirzadeh.

In his simulations, Pirzadeh 
also found that the presence of 
solutes at the water-ice bound-

    It has been found in experiments 
with organ preservation that if cubic 
ice is present, then the tissues are 
less damaged.
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Ice, it’s cooler than you think
PhD student researches effects of ice formation

Payman Pirzadeh, a PhD chemistry student studying ice formation.
Alex Cheung /the Gauntlet 

“

see ice, page 8
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Engineering representative resigns
McDonald says he will continue with his duties

Susan Anderson
News Assistant

Engineering representative 
John McDonald resigned 
on March 20 from his po-

sition on the Student Legislative 
Council. According to the Uni-
versity of Calgary Students’ Union 
bylaws, all representatives need to 
be enrolled in at least one class to 
be a faculty representative. Mc-
Donald is not registered in classes 
this winter semester. su vice-pres-
ident academic Ola Mohajer said 
that representatives have to be ac-
tive members of the union, which 
is defi ned in part as someone who 
pays su fees.

“I thought it would be better to 
resign right when I knew about it,” 
said McDonald.  

McDonald is convocating in 
June and he had fi nished the re-
quirements for his electrical engi-
neering degree in the fall semester. 

“When I ran for the position 
of engineering representative, I 

thought I read through the bylaws 
and constitution quite thorough-
ly,” said McDonald.

He knew he wouldn’t be in 
classes in the winter, but was reg-
istered in classes when he ran for 
the position, so he thought he had 
fulfi lled the requirements.

Th e Schulich School of Engi-
neering and the U of C still con-
sider McDonald a student until 
June. 

“Had I known about it and done 
nothing the recourse would have 
been someone putting forward an 
impeachment motion and asking, 
why didn’t you resign if it’s within 
our bylaws?” he said. 

Also, he said resignation was 
the only option he had because 
he’s bound by the rules and regu-
lations of the su. 

“So I put forward my resigna-
tion letter. However, I said I’m go-
ing to continue to do everything I 
said I would for the su and for my 
constituents, because my word is 
my bond,” he said. 

Mohajer said she was saddened 
by the situation, but remained 
hopeful for McDonald.

 “[McDonald] is an excellent 
elected offi  cial, what he’s done 
speaks to his character and how 
much integrity he has and how 
noble he is.”

Mohajer continued, “what is 
most admirable about [McDon-
ald] is that he wants to continue 
doing this work even though he 
can’t vote at council.”

Mohajer commented that Mc-
Donald has done some great work 
this year, especially on the tedx 
event.

McDonald doesn’t think his res-
ignation will aff ect his constituents 
because he’s still doing his duties.    

He sat on the operations and 
fi nance committee and was ac-
tive with slc through the sum-
mer. He was the president of the 
Engineering Students’ Society 
in 2010–2011, and had been in-
volved in the ess for three years 
before becoming the su’s engi-
neering representative. McDonald 
also spearheaded the idea for the 
creation and sale of the engineer-
ing faculty’s scarves. 

“If I can make an impact on the 

student experience and the com-
munity at this school, that’s good 
enough for me,” said McDonald. 

McDonald feels he has grown as 

an individual from being involved 
in student organizations.

“Education is one part of the 
university experience but the 
extra-curriculars are what really 
make you stand out in the busi-
ness environment,” he said. 

Mohajer said executives are in-
formed that they have to be in a 
course in both the fall and win-
ter. Th e election package said that 
representatives must be students. 
Representatives are advised to go 
over the bylaws to understand 
how the union functions.

Th e bylaw that forced McDon-
ald to resign exists to prevent peo-
ple who are not students from run-
ning in the elections and, if elected, 
change the direction of the su. 

Representatives must be stu-
dents so they can have a fi rst hand 
knowledge of student issues.

According to Mohajer, if an 
elected representative wasn’t going 
to classes they wouldn’t be experi-
encing what other students are ex-
periencing. 

“It would disconnect them,” said 
Mohajer. 

McDonald, although dissapoint-
ed, understands the bylaw.

“I think the rule is fair because 
it’s there [to stop] people who want 
to take advantage of the system,” 
he said. 

John McDonald was a faculty rep for engineering students.
Michael Grondin /the Gauntlet 
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Hana Kadri, Amy Glassman, Leila Farhat and Arezo Diljam at Roots of Hope, a workshop held for Afghani-
stan Awareness Week on March 27. All funds raised during the week-long event will go toward Coins for 
Peace, an effort by the Afghan Canadian Students’ Association and World University Service of Canada, 
which raises funds for education training programs, as well as awareness of Afghan culture. On March 
30, there is an Afghan Tea Hut in the Taylor Family Digital Library from 5–7 p.m. For more information on 
Afghanistan Awareness Week visit acsacalgary.com/.

Afghanistan Awareness Week
Aly Gulamhusein /the Gauntlet 

TEDx, cont’d from pg 4
“Music doesn’t feed the hungry, 

but what it can do is help the soul 
and entertain,” said Wadsworth. 
“Th ere are legacies that don’t fi x the 
world, but improve the world.”

Wasworth hopes that the diverse 
group of speakers will be able to 
show an array of legacies.

Angela Dione and Angel 
Guerra are the founders of Market 
Collective, a monthly showcase for 
local artists in Calgary. Th ey plan 
to speak on how one person’s ideas 
can grow to impact local and global 
communities.

“It’s a huge compliment to be 
asked to be involved in any type of 
talk like that,” said Dione. “Schools 
are a place for exchanging knowl-
edge, and the way that is done [is 
always] changing.”

Guerra and Dione support tedx 
at the U of C because of its out-of-
classroom approach to learning.

“It’s hard to learn in an institu-
tionalized setting. A lot of education 
and knowledge is found in the ‘grey 
zone,’ not in the black-and-white in-

stitutions,” said Guerra. “It’s such a 
sterile environment.”

Brian Keating is an environ-
mentalist and U of C professor. He 
helped establish the Wechiau Com-
munity Hippo Sanctuary in north-
ern Ghana and is a long-time public 
presenter. He will be speaking on 
global sustainability at the tedx U 
of C event.

“We’re living in the age of creativ-
ity and innovation. We must all be-
come environmentally conscious,” 
he said.

Keating hopes he can draw from 
his legacy to “give students an inoc-
ulation for enthusiasm for hope for a 
greener tomorrow.”  

“I’ve never really gone to work — 
I just did what I felt had to be done,” 
he said.

Although applications to at-
tend tedx U of C are now closed, 
the speakers’ messages will be 
streamed live via the tedx U of C 
website and uploaded to both the 
main ted website and the tedx 
U of C website aft er the event.
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Adventure
Teach English Overseas
>  TESOL Certified in 5 Days
>  In-Class or Online  >  No degree Required!
1.888.270.2941
Job Guaranteed!
Next In-Class Course: April 18 - 22
Travelodge University Hotel
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www.globaltesol.com

Ice, cont’d 
from page 5
ary can increase the probability of 
stacking faults. Molecular simula-
tions using a methane molecule 
showed an increase in the forma-
tion of fi ve- and eight-member 
rings.

Pirzadeh is extending his re-
search to understand how other 
solutes cause stacking faults in 
order to apply them to cryo-
preservation, the storage of living 
organisms at extremely low tem-
peratures.

Th e role that stacking faults 
play in shift ing ice layers can also 
help glaciologists and planetary 
scientists studying the ice surfaces 
of the moons of Jupiter.

UPass now 
available for 
summer
Justin Azevedo
Gauntlet News

Th e University of Calgary and 
the Students’ Union will now al-
low full-time spring and summer 
students access to the Calgary 
Transit upass.

Originally, the plan was to im-
plement the summer upass prior 
to the spring semester in 2011, 
but a timing discrepancy between 
the su, the University’s Board of 
Governors and Calgary Transit 
prevented the launch of the pro-
gram. 

In June of 2011, vice-president 
external Matt McMillan was quot-
ed as saying that “the go-ahead 
was given to make it available for 
summer students this year. Un-
fortunately it did not go to the 
Board of Governors in the fee ap-
proval and it did not go into the 
fee schedule.” 

Eligibility requirements for 
the spring and summer upass 
are similar to the requirements 
for the fall/winter upass and stu-
dents must be registered in two 
or more classes in the spring se-
mester, or in two or more courses 
in the summer semester. Accord-
ing to the university, the upass 
will be valid from May 1 to Aug. 
31, 2012, and the $110 upass fee 
will be included as part of student 
fees gives students full access to 
Calgary Transit for both semes-
ters.

Th e $110 dollar fee is consistent 
with the fall and winter upass, and 
the fee is compulsory.

For just $29.95, walk in with your taxes, walk out with your refund. Instantly. 
You’ll also get a free SPC Card to save big at your favourite retailers.*

hrblock.ca | 800-HRBLOCK (472-5625)Follow us on Twitter and Facebook

$2995

$ave big*

© 2012 H&R Block Canada, Inc. *$29.95 valid for regular student tax preparation only. Cash Back service included. To qualify for student pricing, student must present either (i) a T2202a documenting 4 or 
more months of full-time attendance at a college or university during 2011 or (ii) a valid high school identification card. Expires July 31, 2012. Valid only at participating H&R Block locations in 
Canada. SPC Card offers valid from 08/01/11 to 07/31/12 at participating locations in Canada only. For Cardholder only. Offers may vary, restrictions may apply. Usage may be restricted when used in 
conjunction with any other offer or retailer loyalty card discounts. Cannot be used towards the purchase of gift cards or certificates. 
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legendary
local role-playing game collective collaborates with u of c clubs 

to raise money for children’s charity
—

Sean Willett
Entertainment Assistant

Despite their growing popularity in 
recent years, tabletop role-playing 
games such as Dungeons and Drag-

ons seem hopelessly foreign to most people. 
Expensive books, hard-to-grasp rules and the 
exclusionary nature of many gaming commu-
nities tend to drive off  many interested in the 
hobby. Legend Calgary hopes to change this, 
while raising money for charity in the process.

Legend Calgary, a group of six U of C stu-
dents dedicated to raising awareness about the 
role-playing game Legend, is hosting a charity 
game night at Th at Empty Space on April 5.

Free to attend, the night will consist of a 
marathon session of the game, geared towards 
RPG experts and new players alike.

Befi tting such an unusual event, Legend 
Calgary had an unusual beginning.

“We started this as a class project,” ex-
plains David Sandoz, a U of C student and the 

group’s vice-president of external aff airs. “We 
wanted to do a campaign for the role-playing 
game Legend, and we noticed that they are a 
part of a charity, Child’s Play, which supports 
hospitals across North America and Europe.” 

From there, the group steadily began turn-
ing what was initially a school assignment 
into a full-blown campus event. 

“We sort of started off  with this vague idea 
that we’re going to do something for Legend 
in some way,” says Erik Gottfred, the group’s 
president. “Gradually the idea came to the 
forefront that we were going to do an event — 
that we were going to spread Legend by letting 
people actually play it.”

Soon aft er that decision was made, the 
group partnered with the University of Cal-
gary Translation Association in order to help 
plan the game night.

Devoted to promoting cultural awareness 
through community events, UCTA hopes that 
the game’s Scandanavian-themed campaign 
will help players learn about Norse mythology 

while becoming familiar with the game itself.
Legend Calgary is also partnering with the 

University’s Tabletop Club, who will be off er-
ing their assistance in running the games dur-
ing the event.

Th e game itself is based off  the design of 
other tabletop role-playing games, but with 
less of a focus on convoluted rules, and more 
of an emphasis on cinematic action. Legend 
Calgary has been in close contact with the 
creators of the game, who are overwhelming-
ly supportive of the group’s eff orts. “It’s been 
very easy to support this new game, because 
its creators want our support,” says Gottfred. 
Proceeds from sales of the rulebook at the 
event will go to Child’s Play.

Founded by the creators of the webcomic 
Penny Arcade, Child’s Play is a charity com-
mitted to providing hospitals with toys and 
games for sick children. “It’s a really great 
charity,” says Gottfred. “It brings hope to kids 
at a very diffi  cult time in their lives.” Last year 
the charity raised over $3.5 million for hospi-

tals around the world, including the Alberta 
Children’s Hospital. 

While the game night will surely be a draw 
to seasoned tabletop RPG fans, Legend Cal-
gary is hoping the event will attract people 
who are new to tabletop games. With its loca-
tion in Th at Empty Space and its ties to Child’s 
Play, the oft -maligned hobby will seem much 
less exclusive, and much more welcoming. 

“Ideally, I want to have a bunch of people 
who haven’t played Legend, or haven’t played 
a role-playing game at all, to be introduced to 
Legend,” explains Gottfred, “and for us to raise 
money on the way — to get Child’s Play the 
donations it deserves.”

Gottfred is hopeful the game night will be 
the fi rst of many. 

“We want to establish this as an event that 
carries on into the future, where we can get 
a bunch of people together to play a game of 
Legend every so oft en in Th at Empty Space.”

Aly Gulam
husein/the Gauntlet

Find Legend Calgary on Facebook for more information.

Maestros of their fates
Boys and Girls Club program teaches youth employment skills through art

Charis Whitbourne
Gauntlet Entertainment

Th e phrase “employment skills” 
may call to mind grey visions of 
workshops and the rigid confi nes 
of classroom lectures. Th e facilita-
tors of Maestro, however, believe 
that learning best occurs through 
creativity.

Maestro is an initiative supported 
by the Government of Canada that 
strives to help young people gain job 
and lifestyle skills such as budgeting, 
nutrition, resumé building, inter-
view skills and job searching. Now 

in its second year in Calgary, Mae-
stro is realized in partnership with 
the Boys and Girls Club, an orga-
nization focused on helping at-risk 
children and youth. 

Using music, creative writing and 
art as a means to teach, Maestro 
takes place over 52 weeks, which 
includes the additional opportunity 
for 10 weeks of work experience. 

Th e government pays youth a 
wage while they are in the program. 
To qualify for the program, youth 
have to be between the ages of 15 
and 30, not have a job and have bar-
riers to employment. Th ey also must 

not be currently attending school.
Th e Maestro program tries to in-

corporate the arts as much as pos-
sible. “Everything is integrated, so 
when we’re doing music, we’re talk-

ing about life skills and when we’re 
learning we try to use dramatic 
arts,” says Sarah Kemmers, manager 
of education and employment for 
the Boys and Girls Club.

“We try and make everything we 
do, for the most part, really creative. 
It’s a really incredible opportunity 
for youths who have faced diffi  cul-
ties to overcome them in a way that 
isn’t formal. It’s a unique opportu-
nity to develop as a person, but also 
to gain a skill set.”

Not only do participants get to 
write and record a song, but they 
must write about the hardships they 
have overcome — such as jail time, 
depression, suicide attempts and 
war-induced post-traumatic stress.

Aly Gulam
husein/the Gauntlet

Read the rest of this story at thegauntlet.ca
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Taking Flight, manatee sex and Canadian history
Drama department’s yearly production showcases student work
Alicia Ward
Gauntlet Entertainment

Where can you fi nd a show 
that will both enter-
tain and provoke you 

to think? Th at makes you laugh as 
well as cry? How about a show that 
showcases acting, dancing and sing-
ing, too? Th is might seem like a tall 
order, but Taking Flight actually has 
it all.

Taking Flight: A Festival of Stu-
dent Work has supported student 
eff orts in directing, designing and 
performing since 2005. Th is year’s 
festival is noteworthy, though, for 
featuring a number of pieces created 
by students from scratch. Included 
among these are a staged reading, a 
performance that requires audience 
involvement, and a young-audienc-
es piece.

Mating Season, a comedy work on 
the mating habits of manatees, was 
written and composed by U of C 
student Peter Vooys. 

“It’s a big splashy musical with 
some really fun characters, some 
really intense action . . . some really 
catchy songs [and] a heart-warming 
message,” says Vooys.

Th e musical is a work in progress 
that Vooys wrote specifi cally for 
Taking Flight. It has been a challeng-
ing but exciting few months for the 
emerging artist.

“[Mating Season is a] chance to 
be at the fi rst showing ever of some-
thing really wacky, new and excit-
ing,” exudes Vooys.

Vooys was fi rst inspired to write a 
piece about the ocean through Dis-
covery Channel’s Planet Earth series. 
He was struck by the mating rituals 
of manatees. Once a year, a female 

manatee will mate with many male 
manatees in the span of two weeks 
instead of fi nding one partner.

Vooys was intrigued by the idea of 
one manatee ignoring instinct and 
choosing to couple off  — and also 
thought that the promiscuity of the 
female manatees and the sex drive 
of the male manatees paralleled uni-
versity life.

As for the musical aspect, fortu-
nately Vooys discovered that mana-
tees would have a reason to burst 
out in song onstage — they actually 
make noises based on their emo-
tions and sensations.

“Bring your sense of humour 
and your sense of whimsy,” laughs 
Vooys.

But there’s something for the 
thinkers as well. Fair Liberties Call, 
by celebrated Canadian playwright 
Sharon Pollock, is set in 1785 New 
Brunswick when Canada was still a 
British colony. Historically, Loyalists 
— those who supported the mon-
archy — were tortured and publicly 
ridiculed. Many Loyalists were cast 
out of their homes and sent north to 
Nova Scotia in shoddy ships where 
there was land promised to them by 

the British government. Unfortu-
nately, Nova Scotia was not prepared 
to accommodate so many people.

“Some of [the Loyalists] lived 
in tents for two or three years 
while they waited to get land allot-
ments [that] they had been prom-
ised for being loyal to the King
 . . . they suff ered, they really suf-

fered,” explains director and U of C 
professor Dawn McCaugherty.

McCaugherty calls the time no 
less than “contentious.” She also be-
lieves that Canadians have a way of 
neglecting the controversial events 
of our history, which is why it re-
mains so unknown.  

“It’s about Canadian history and 
an aspect that a lot of people don’t 
know exists. I know in my social 
[studies] classes in high school I had 
no idea that any of this stuff  hap-
pened,” confesses actor Jacob Man-
cini.

Mancini is a U of C drama stu-
dent who has appeared in many 
mainstage productions. While act-
ing in Fair Liberties Call, Mancini 
has had the opportunity to work in 
a new and very intimate on-cam-
pus performance space — the F.R. 
Matthews Th eatre. Although small 
in size, the Matthews is a beautiful 

space that is able to lessen the void 
between actor and audience.

“I think a lot of people just look 
at the theatre downtown, the big 
shows, the big playbills. I think a lot 
more people could be coming out 
to smaller shows around the city 
. . . You can get really aff ordable 
shows, in smaller, more intimate 
theatres and get incredible work that 
is really worth watching,” explains 
Mancini.

In addition to this, McCaugherty 
knows that the performance will be 
relatable to modern audiences.

“It’s not just a historical drama,” 
she remarks. “I think it’s also about, 
you know, what do we fi ght for?”

For the fi rst week in April, though, 
stage space is something U of C dra-
ma students won’t have to fi ght for 
— it’s all theirs.
Taking Flight runs until April 7. Admission to all shows 
is free with a UCID. Learn more at drama.ucalgary.ca



Justin Azevedo
Gauntlet Entertainment

Hilltop Hoods are one of 
Australia’s premier hip-
hop groups, and with 

multi-platinum sales under their 
belts, that assessment is pretty 
accurate. Th e ensemble — who 
recently celebrated 20 years to-
gether — is widely known for their 
energetic delivery and slick lyrics. 
Th eir recent release, Drinking from 
the Sun, is yet another step for the 
group that started as three teenag-
ers at a high school in Adelaide. 

For MC Pressure, the album’s 
title is the most obvious sign that 
the band, and indeed the genre, is 
on the rise.

“It’s more of a metaphor — hip 
hop, for a long time, was this 
underground thing and now it’s 
basking in commercial success, 
so we’re kind of coming from an 
underground place into the light 
of day.”

For Pressure and the rest of the 

band, getting out of that under-
ground place hasn’t been easy. 
When Hilltop Hoods was fi rst 
forming, the fi nancial realities of 
being musicians hit them hard. 
Th eir fi rst album, 1999’s A Matter 
of Time, wasn’t touched by record 
labels, as it was perceived as too 
“niche” — three white guys from 
Australia isn’t the stereotypical 
rap-group mould.

But the Hoods kept at it, eventu-
ally securing a government grant 
to self-distribute and self-produce 
the album. Pressure recognizes the 
importance of that grant for the 
band, and he says the band seeks 
to give back with their musical 
initiative, simply titled “Th e Hill-
top Hoods Initiative” — a $10,000 
grant given to one Australian hip-
hop artist each year.

“We just want to grow the com-
munity and give other aspiring 
artists the same opportunity we 
had,” Pressure states. “It wasn’t just 
the money, though — the expo-
sure from winning the grant gave 

us a little bit of buzz, and that’s 
always helpful for someone just 
starting out.”

Quite a bit of time has passed 
since the mid-’90s, though, and 
today the group is celebrating 
their second platinum single, “I 
Love It.” Pressure says that the suc-
cess of the single is nice, but there 
wasn’t much selection in terms of 

how they wanted to introduce the 
album.

“Part of the reason why we 
chose ‘I Love It’ — and we put it 
out three months ago, which is a 
huge lead time ahead of an album 
— was because it was one of three 
tracks that was actually done.” 
Many artists know that feeling 
well — sometimes a piece is done 

way before the entire album, and it 
does no good to squat on it.

Another thing many artists 
know is how pleasant it is to work 
with big names in the industry. 
In the case of Drinking from the 
Sun, the Hoods jumped on the op-
portunity to work with some big 
names. 

“Th e two main guys we wanted 
to get on this album were Chali 
2na and Black Th ought, because 
we’re huge Jurassic 5 and Roots 
fans,” says Pressure. “Our lists [of 
who we want to collaborate with] 
are pretty similar because we grew 
up together, so there are a lot of 
the same infl uences.”

But just because you enjoy a lot 
of success and work with some of 
the most notable people in your 
genre doesn’t mean that you aren’t 
human, as Pressure found out 
while writing the album.
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Hilltop Hoods play the Republik March 29. Get tickets 
at therepublik.ca. Read the rest of this story at 

thegauntlet.ca

Hilltop Hoods offer you a shot of sweat
Seasoned Aussie rappers bring their eclectic style to Calgary

courtesy Hype M
usic

Based out of Adelaide, 
Australia, Hilltop Hoods 
has been performing 
for over 20 years.
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Dragons’ Den host visits U of C
Keiver Tremblay
Gauntlet Entertainment

On March 22, a small au-
dience was fortunate to 
hear Dianne Buckner 

share advice on success in the cor-
porate world compiled from her 
20 years of experience as a busi-
ness journalist.

“Being an observer in this in-
dustry is amazing,” remarked 
Buckner. “You really do notice 
that highly successful people all 
share certain traits.”

During the Q&A session follow-
ing the talk, one student asked 
Bucker what trends she had no-
ticed during recent production of 
the hit television series. She quick-
ly outlined four major trends for 
2012: “Mobility, customization, 
urban optimization and wellness.”

Th ere’s a noticeable shift  in 
developed societies toward soft -
ware development that targets 
the smart-phone market. Buckner 
reminded attendees that people 
want to be able to customize prod-
uct orders online, people need to 
know where the coolest spot to 

hang out downtown is and ev-
eryone seems to want to improve 
their health — and many choose 
to do this through smart-phone 
information-gathering.

Th e two-hour event, organized 
by the Canadian Youth Business 
Foundation, covered more than 
trend-based enterprise move-
ments, though. Th e highlight of 

her presentation was her “top 10 
business tips,” which touched on 
skills like how to get people to say 
“yes” to you, knowing when to be 
brief and understanding the dual-
ity of trends.

Subsequent to dispensing her 
fi nal advice, an appreciative ap-
plause erupted — yet it was unfor-
tunate that so few U of C students 
attended such an insightful talk. 
Th ough some aspects of her tips 
seemed obvious, Buckner stressed 
that “so many people become 
hopelessly immersed in ventures 
and truly lose sight of core values, 
crucial for achieving greatness.” 
Buckner added her belief that 
“success is happiness.” 

Buckner parted with her per-
sonal advice to young entrepre-
neurs. “To ensure your success, 
pursue it in any way you can, since 
few make little sacrifi ce in return 
for great reward,” she advised stu-
dents.

“Take every opportunity pre-
sented to you in life, for you will 
never realize your true potential if 
you are never around to seize mo-
ments to perpetuate it.”

Dianne Buckner of reality en-
trepreneurship show Drag-
ons’ Den shares her “top 10 
business tips.”

Arlene Lai-W
arner/the Gauntlet

Good Old War play indie-folk 
with earthy style and substance
Jordan Clermont
Gauntlet Entertainment

Th ere’s nothing fl ashy about 
the music created by folk-pop 
trio Good Old War. Over the 
past four years, beginning with 
their 2008 debut Only Way to Be 
Alone, the band has made a name 
for themselves as a group with 
a fl air for writing simple songs 
driven by catchy melodies and 
beautiful three-part harmonies. 

It’s not surprising, then, that on 
their latest album, Come Back As 
Rain, released earlier this month, 
the group continues to create 
music that draws comparisons to 
Simon and Garfunkel, the Everly 
Brothers and the Beatles. 

Th e comparisons are not at all 
unexpected. As vocalist, guitar-
ist and pianist Keith Goodwin 
explains, the band used songs by 
those groups as a blueprint for 
what they wanted to do with their 
own music.

“Th at helped early on,” says 
Goodwin. “[We learned] how 
harmonies were put together 

from just learning songs that we 
liked that are in the popular clas-
sic rock genre.” 

In a move that seems pulled 
from the liner notes of one of 
these classic rock artists, the 
bands recorded their last album, 
their 2010 self-titled sophomore 
release, in a cabin in the Pocono 
Mountains of Pennsylvania. 

Goodwin explains that the 
idea came about a few months 
aft er releasing their debut album. 
With no tour booked, the band 
needed a way to pay the bills and 
the idea of getting “day jobs” was 
out of the question.

“Th at’s what it started being — 
we didn’t want to get day jobs,” 
he says. “We just wanted to focus 
strictly on music and so we did 
that . . . I think it really helped us 
hone our work ethic.”

On Come Back As Rain, 
though, the group decided to go 
with a more conventional ap-
proach. 

Good Old War play at the Ironwood Bar and Grill on 
April 1. Read the rest of this story at thegauntlet.ca
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featured a more melancholic mood. 
Th e fi rst and last tracks of Kindness boast 

sunny tones and faster-paced melodies, while 
“I Am a Collector” and “Th reads” are much 
more slow and wistful. 

Th ough this EP is quite similar to Klassen’s 
2009 release, it is evident that this is not stag-
nancy, only a further exploration into what he 
may consider to be his sound.

What makes Jordan Klassen’s timbre his 
own on this EP is the instrumental diversity 
and the tone of his voice — soothing and 
sometimes concaving into a gentle falsetto. 
With Kindness, Klassen conjures up beautiful 
and vivid imagery in the listener’s mind. 

At a time in indie music culture where 
whistling, brass instruments and “oooh”-ing 
are at the height of their collective popularity, 
Kindness fi ts right in there with the rest of the 
crowd. Th e EP is well-written and exquisitely 
craft ed, though perhaps not as daring as some 
of his older releases. 

If you would like to cuddle up to Klas-
sen’s warm voice, talented instrumentals and 
soothing stories yet again, be sure to listen to 
this one.

Rheanna Houston

Jordan Klassen
Kindness
(February 7, 2012, independent release)(February 7, 2012, independent release)

s p u n A L B U M  R E V I E W S

Batten down the hatches — Twin Atlantic 
have put out their third studio album. Th e 
Glaswegian pop-punk band has been touring 
together since 2007, and this is their third al-
bum release since 2009. Prolifi c, powerful, and 
incredibly inventive, this four-piece rock outfi t 
just released Free.

Th e band follows the path to punk-rock 
success — powerful guitars, supportive bass, 

Twin Atlantic
Free
(February 7, 2012, Red Bull Records)(February 7, 2012, Red Bull Records)

Following a four-year stay in Calgary, Jordan 
Klassen returned to his hometown of Vancou-
ver in 2010, where he began work on Kindness. 
A four-track EP, it is a stellar example of how 
Klassen has grown into an identifi able artist 
with a strong grasp of his own sound.

Th is EP is a meld between his 2009 release of 
Tempest and Winter, full of brighter tones, and 
the more recent St. Brigid EP of 2010, which 

complex drums and rebellious vocals. Like a 
Scottish Blink-182, Twin Atlantic draws you in 
with its pop-punk melodies, and keeps you in 
with surprisingly elaborate lyrics. What makes 
this album stand out (apart from lead singer 
Sam McTrusty’s wonderful Scottish accent) 
is the band’s ability to slow itself down. Most 
punk bands have diffi  culty reigning themselves 
in, which can cause them to lose their inten-
sity throughout the album. Twin Atlantic’s lead 
guitarist Barry McKenna is also a cellist, and he 
leads the band into a few slower songs.

Free features simple album art. An eclectic 
collection of items is arranged on the album 
cover, with each object representing one of the 
album’s 13 songs. An old-fashioned computer 
stands for “Edit Me,” the album’s commanding 
opener. A model of a Second World War fi ght-
er plane is the item for “Crash Land,” a slow, 
cello-driven ballad of survival and despair. For 
“Serious Underground Dance Vibes,” the sur-
prising instrumental track in the middle of the 
album, a small fi gurine of a ballerina.

Free hits you like an air raid siren, and doesn’t 
let go of you until the bitter end. Be sure to pick 
up this album when you see it.

Alastair Starke
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Paul Murphy
Gauntlet Opinions 

In a developed and demo-
cratic nation, accessible post-
secondary education is a ne-
cessity because, as Benjamin 

Barber put it, “the competence to 
participate in democratic commu-
nities, the ability to think critically 
and act deliberately in a pluralistic 
world, the empathy that permit 
us to hear and thus accommodate 
others, all involve skills that must 
be acquired.”

Little notice was taken to Licia 
Corbella’s March 9 Calgary Her-
ald article, “Québec students get 
cushy deal on tuition — thanks 
to Alberta,” as nearly 200,000 stu-
dents, teachers, union members 
and adults from all over Quebec 
took to the streets in Montreal on 
March 22, 2012. As an Albertan, 
Corbella should know that one 
should not attempt to meddle in 
an other province’s aff airs, unless 
they wish to look foolish. Th ose 
who remember the era of Peter 
Lougheed and the National En-
ergy Policy should be aware of the 
massive mistake it is to interfere 
in other provinces’ constitutional 
jurisdictions — whether it’s edu-
cation or natural resources.

Instead, Corbella went out of 
her way to criticize the publicly 
owned Hydro Québec, while fail-
ing to recognize that privatization 
in our own province has resulted 
in Alberta having the highest elec-
tricity rates within Canada. Fortu-
nately, Corbella’s dismal argument 
for inter-province bickering has, 
as I mentioned, not been taken 
seriously by those who had the 
courage to take to the streets. 

Québec’s situation requires 
careful consideration before one 
waves their fi nger east. First, 
Québec values and encourages the 
less lucrative economic activities 
of arts and culture, which preserve 
their French culture while also re-
inforcing a colourful social fab-
ric. Second, educational equality 
and opportunity for the French-
speaking population have become 
of paramount importance. Aft er 

the 1837 Patriot Rebellion — at 
which time the Anglophones con-
trolled 90 per cent of the Lower 
Canadian economy — Québecers’                       
access to education was reduced 
until the attempted restoration 
following the 1960 Quiet Revolu-
tion. Th e resulting establishment 
of the Université de Québec left  

a deep imprint in the identity of 
Québec regarding the importance 
of education.  

Th e Québec Liberal’s provincial 
budget speech on March 17, 2011 
revealed two key features that 
led to the protests: a $2.1 billion 
investment into resource devel-
opment of the north, while also 

raising university tuition fees by 
$1,625 per year. 

While at fi rst the recent protests 
might seem like the result of stu-
dents having too much free time, 
it is in fact a societal debate of 
the long-term economic future of 
Québec. People are demanding a 
transition to a sustainable knowl-

edge-based, in order to reduce 
the reliance on our diminishing 
non-renewable resource-based 
economy. Québec has become a 
leader for a transition to a sus-
tainable economy with the imple-
mentation on December 14, 2011 
of the only carbon cap and trade 
system in North America, in addi-
tion to a number of subsidies and 
tax incentives through organiza-
tions such as Regroupement Na-
tional des Conseils Régionaux de 
l’Environnement, which encour-
age sustainable transport, urban 
planning and housing.

Th e question should then be, 
what can the rest of Canada, in 
particular Alberta, learn from 
Québec as Canadians continue 
to dig themselves deeper into the 
resource economy trap? While we 
hope that Québec will remain a 
leader in North America, we must 
look even further to examples like 
Finland, which currently pays no 
post-secondary education fees. 
How can this model be used to 
help determine the massive struc-
tural changes required to tran-
sition from our resource-based 
economy to a knowledge-based 
economy, particularly as we enter 
a more diffi  cult post-petroleum 
era?

Québecers fighting for 
a sustainable economy

Courtesy Robin Dum
ont / Flickr
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I am pissed off  by the decision of 
the University of Calgary to charge 
motorbikes a $75 permit to park 
here [“University to impose motor-
cycle parking fee,” March 22, 2012].

Th ere are not many bikers at the 
U of C. Th e inconvenience we cause 
is minimal.

We do not take up valuable space. 
Th e few thoughtless bikers who do 
and who cause obstructions should 
be fi ned, as are car drivers. All bik-
ers should not be penalized on ac-
count of a tiny number of Hell’s 
Angels.

Because of the inclement weath-
er, most bikers ride to school only 
during the last few weeks of the 
winter semester. A few more come 
on bikes if they are studying during 
the spring and summer semesters. 
I myself average about 10 journeys 
by bike per school year. Some bik-
ers come less frequently.

But unlike car drivers, we cannot 
pay by the day but have to pay $75 
in advance no matter how rarely we 

park here. I did have to pay to park 
at the University of Victoria, but on 
a daily basis.

If the university is so desperate 
for our money, surely it would be 
fairer to charge bikers only when 
they actually come here by bike. We 
cannot know in advance how oft en 
that will be.

Are we now to expect charges to 
be made for cyclists? I usually come 
to school by bicycle, but on the odd 
occasion I use my motorbike. And 
how long will it be before the charge 
is increased to $100? And so on.

Yours sincerely,
A very gruntled, 

John Verney
Student-at-Large

Letter: 
motorbike 
parking fee 
pisses me 
offJust as many people decide to get 

married, many later decide that 
they made the wrong choice. 

About 50 per cent of married 
couples end up getting divorced, 
and since the Canada Divorce Act, 
couples haven’t required a reason to 
get a divorce — they merely need 
to show that they have been living 
apart for more than a year.

In England, things aren’t so clear. 
Sir Nicholas Wall, the most senior 
family law judge in England and 
Wales, advocated for no-fault di-
vorce in 1996, but Tony Blair’s gov-
ernment rejected the amendment, 

claiming it would make divorce too 
easy. Wall is once again advocat-
ing for no-fault divorces to be the 
norm.

While it is bad enough that the 
state tells us who we can’t marry, it’s 
an additional injustice when they 
also set the terms for ending mar-
riage. Such laws are unjust because 

in a liberal society citizens, not the 
state, should be in charge of decid-
ing their own values. 

Th ere are beliefs that all members 
of a democratic society must hold, 
like that killing adult humans for 
profi t is wrong, but there is plenty 
of room for variation regarding 
other values — what god (if any) in 

which to believe, what sex of part-
ner with whom to spend one’s life, 
and many others.

A further problem, which is the 
justifi cation Wall provides, is that 
showing fault in a divorce neces-
sarily means that one person is to 
blame. Th is isn’t, of course, always 
the case. Two reasonable people can 
mutually decide — just like they did 
when they got married — that they 
no longer want to spend their lives 
together.

Divorce need not be a zero-sum 
game. It can be to the mutual ben-
efi t of both parties, and to demand 
that it must be otherwise is to de-
mand blame when none exists. 
To amend an old saying, “It takes 
two to get married and divorced.” 
Th ere’s nothing wrong with doing 
either.

No-fault divorce should be standard
Eric Mathison
Editor-in-Chief





f e a t u r e s Editor: Sarah Dorchak—feature@thegauntlet.ca

G A U N T L E T  M A R C H  2 9 . 1 2   1 7

see Asperger’s, cont’d on page 18

One big mass of 
contradictions

Revealing the faces behind
Asperger’s syndrome

by Susan Anderson

SSheldon Cooper from Th e Big Bang 
Th eory is a memorable character. 
He has many personality quirks, 
which make for many laughs. But 
have you ever noticed that Sheldon 
displays many characteristics of a 
person with Asperger’s syndrome? 
Th e show’s producers have never 
confi rmed this diagnosis. Percep-
tions of Asperger’s and its portray-
al in the media can be stereotypical 
or extreme, and can greatly diff er 
from actual individuals’ experi-
ences with Asperger’s. 

Asperger’s syndrome is a neu-
rodevelopmental disorder named 
aft er Austrian pediatrician Hans 
Asperger. Asperger studied and 
described children with these 
characteristics in 1944, though 
Asperger’s syndrome was only 
listed in the Diagnostic and Statis-
tical Manual of Mental Disorders
50 years later. Asperger’s oft en 
goes unacknowledged even today, 
except in extreme stereotypical 

media portrayals. Th e fact is that 
those diagnosed with Asperger’s 
exhibit a range of characteristics, 
and have some in common that 
are used to diagnose the condi-
tion. Researchers aren’t sure what 
causes Apserger’s, but between 10 
to 20 per cent of cases stem from 
genetic factors related to Autism 
Spectrum Disorder, and there is no 
Asperger-specifi c medication. 

“We talk about a triad of core 
symptoms in Autism Spectrum 
Disorders,” said Kateria Jitlina, 
University of Calgary faculty of 
education master’s student and re-
searcher for the Autism Spectrum 
Education Research and Training 
team. Th e triad consists of com-
munication issues, social issues 
and repetitive behaviours. Chil-
dren with Asperger’s start develop-
ing language at the same time as 
children without. Th eir language 
development is average and they 
will have average or above average 

intelligence, diff erentiating them 
from those with autism. People 
with Asperger’s can have restricted 
and intense interests, they can be 
very blunt and literal, and they can 
have diffi  culty understanding an-
other person’s perspective. 

Ryan Matchullis, another U of C 
faculty of education master’s stu-
dent and ASERT researcher, says 
that people with Asperger’s have a 
diffi  cult time following non-verbal 
communication: “Body language, 
certain facial expressions, ges-
tures, sarcasm, tone of voice — all 
these things that make up a good 
part of communication but aren’t 
word-based [are diffi  cult for those 
with Asperger’s],” he said. “Re-
search shows that’s where a lot of 
[communication] breaks down 
and why people with Asperger’s 
syndrome have some problems 
in social situations understand-
ing how they should react, under-
standing how people react.”

“Children with Asperger’s have 
a really easy time communicating 
with adults,” Jitlina added. Because 
of this ease of communication, she 
continued, adults may have a hard 
time recognizing the child’s diffi  -
culty with reciprocal communica-
tion. Individuals with Asperger’s 
can be educated about social skills, 
allowing them to learn things that 
non-Asperger kids pick up natu-
rally. 

“Th ings that we take for granted 
or learn automatically need to be 
broken down into smaller steps 
for Asperger individuals to be suc-
cessful,” said registered psycholo-
gist and retired councillor Trish
Huntington.

Most people have some degree 
of repetitive behaviours, social and 
communication issues, so these 
aren’t set criteria for an Asperger 
diagnosis. Generally Asperger’s 
is considered when these sorts of 
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characteristics cause signifi cant 
impairment in social skills, ability 
to have friendships or academic 
achievement. A diagnosis is a 
judgement regarding how much 
the symptoms impact day-to-day 
life, and whether it aff ects life long-
term.

People with little understand-
ing of Asperger’s generally see it as 
a childhood condition, but there 
are many post-secondary stu-
dents and adults who are dealing 
with the challenges of Asperger’s. 
Most of the research is done with 
children, and early intervention is 
possible when Asperger’s is rec-
ognized at a young age. “Asperger 
individuals have been more readily 

identifi ed in the last decade or so,”
Huntington said. “I do not be-
lieve it is a childhood syndrome 
— something that you ‘grow out 
of ’ — but one that requires more 
attention as these students become 
older and go on to junior high, se-
nior high and post-secondary edu-
cation.”

Huntington explained the need 
for better educational program-
ming and assistive support in 
order to help Asperger individu-
als interact with society. Negative 
perceptions generally stem from 
grade-school teachers’ interac-
tions with Asperger individuals, 
she added. “If teachers are truly 
loving, caring and accepting, they 

will model this to their students 
who will react accordingly. Teach-
ers can be instrumental in helping 
students develop empathy and ac-
ceptance of others who may have 
various challenges in learning or 
interacting with others. Parents are 
the Asperger individual’s number 
one advocate and need to continue 
to support their child in any way 
that they can.” 

Th e researchers from ASERT
found that some people, such as 
employers, think that individu-
als with Asperger’s are not able to 
work. 

“One thing we have to stress is 
these individuals have so many 
unique positive qualities,” said 

Alyssa Altomare, U of C faculty 
of education master’s student and 
ASERT researcher. “We need to 

focus more on the positive quali-
ties that a person with Asperger’s 
syndrome has, as opposed to the 
things they can’t do.”

Researcher Matchellis suggested 
avoiding “pigeon-holing” individ-
uals based on the Asperger label. 
“Th at’s just one small part of who 
they are.”

As a parent of an Asperger’s 
child, Corrine Wiedemann de-
scribes individuals with Asperger’s 
as lacking social skills, not picking 
up on social cues and observes that 
they tend to have fewer friends. 
She admits Asperger’s is “hard to 
explain to people.” She fi nds that 
most people don’t know anything 
about the condition, yet she has 
found that when she is talking to a 
parent of a child who has Attention 
Defi cit Disorder or other behav-
ioural problems, they understand 

each other right away.
“Most people in that realm, they 

click — they understand the diffi  -

culty of raising a child or that get-
ting them what they need is hard,” 
said Corrine. 

Ryan Wiedemann, Corrine’s 
oldest son, started having troubles 
in grade two. He never played with 
kids, he played beside them. Hun-
tington recognized Asperger traits 
in Ryan, so Corrine took him to 
the local health unit where a panel 
of doctors and specialists decided 
as a group that he had Asperger’s. 
Th e nature of Asperger’s makes it 
hard to diagnose — there isn’t one 
clear test, or one characteristic that 
confi rms Asperger’s. Ryan would 
get in trouble at school, show-
ing signs of frustration and so the 
teacher would send him to the of-
fi ce where he could read. Corrine 
said this was not eff ective punish-
ment because he would get in trou-
ble just to get out of class to read. 

The faces behind Asperger’s, con’t from pg 17

       I am the way I am. It’s hard to compare 
myself to something else I’m not. [The 
doctors] just decided to put a name on it, 
and maybe it’s not so strictly defined.

— Ryan Wiedemann about being diagnosed with 
Asperger’s at seven years old

“

Asperger’s syndrome is often mis-diagnosed as depression, dyslexia, aggression, attention disor-
ders or as anxiety disorders. Asperger’s is often mistaken as other autism spectrum disorders, like 
autism, Rett syndrome, childhood disintegrative disorder and pervasive developmental disorder. 
The media often displays all these disorders as the same stereotype, ‘the autistic eccentric genius.’

 Th e Students’ Union advertisement is provided by the su and published without Gauntlet editorial revision. 
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“I couldn’t stop it. I didn’t know 
what to do,” Corrine said. “Th e 
more he was learning, the better 
his behaviour was,” she found, 
adding that Ryan received a lot of 
support at his school. 

“He fell into the right spots 
where he needed to be — there 
are a lot of kids who don’t,” said
Corrine. 

Currently, Ryan is in his third 
year at the University of Alberta’s 
Augustana campus in Camrose, 
where he just switched his major 
from biology to computer sci-
ence. He has had some heated 
arguments with his roommate —
Corrine described one that in-

volved Alphagetti. Ryan’s room-
mate calls it alphabet soup, but to 
Ryan it’s pasta and sauce. 

He faces some challenges that 
most university students don’t, 
such as anxiety over talking to ca-
shiers to pay for his textbooks and 
tuition — it’s not picking out the 
books, it’s the one-on-one interac-
tion with the cashier. 

“Sometimes I’m nervous about 
things I don’t need to be nervous 
about, like talking to people,” said 
Ryan.

“I’m not so good socially,” 
he said, yet he doesn’t see his
Asperger’s as a problem. “I am the 
way I am,” he continued. “It’s hard 

to compare myself to something 
else that I’m not. Th ey just decided 
to put a name on it, and maybe it’s 
not so strictly defi ned.”

Ryan doesn’t like going to big 
groups where he doesn’t know the 
people and he said that his favou-
rite way to socialize is through a 
game where there is some struc-
ture. “If I don’t know the people 
well I fi nd it really awkward,” he 
said. 

Corrine is worried about Ryan 
joining the workforce, and won-
ders if Ryan should tell a pro-
spective employer in an interview 
about his condition. She’s con-
cerned that they would create a 

bias without an understanding of 
Asperger’s, and that they “won’t 
see his ability, they will see his dis-
ability.”

Kat Fowler is a fourth-year stu-
dent at the Alberta College of Art 
and Design who was diagnosed 
with Asperger’s at 16. She doesn’t 
fi t most people’s understanding of 
Asperger’s.

“One of the common miscon-
ceptions is that there is just one 
form of Asperger’s,” she observed. 
“I don’t think a lot of people un-
derstand what it is.”

“It comes in a wide variety of 
forms. I don’t think that the por-
trayal and stereotype does it justice.”

Usually Asperger’s is seen as 
a male disorder because more 
boys are diagnosed than girls. 
Researchers just recently started 
diagnosing girls with Asperger’s 
and Fowler has never met another 
female with Asperger’s. 

Fowler identifi es more with the 
right side of her brain, and she 
says that most other individuals 
with Asperger’s identify with the 
left  side of their brain. She’s a lot 
more creative than analytical or 
logical  — and her Asperger’s is 
expressed in a diff erent way than 
Ryan’s. 

“I love being surrounded by 
see asperger’s, cont’d on page 20
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people. I’m very communicative, 
and I’m not analytical,” she said in 
her quick style of speaking.

“It’s kind of cool knowing you 
see the world diff erently than ev-
erybody else,” she said. Fowler 
doesn’t think she would be as cre-
ative without her Asperger’s. “To 
a person with Asperger’s there 
are connections in almost ev-
erything,” she explained. She de-
scribed her thoughts as constantly 
exploring a big massive maze in 
her mind. 

She can misinterpret what peo-
ple are saying to her because she 
has no context, lacking an under-
standing of tone. 

“I have a hard time picking up 
on tone. I might not be able to re-
alize that a friend is sarcastic and 
I can oft en feel off ended by that 
person, not realizing what they 
mean,” Fowler added. “I’m a very 
literal person.”

It’s also hard for her to pick up 
on social cues. For example, cry-
ing and making a scene in public. 
“Until I was about 16 I didn’t even 
realize that was a social faux pas.”

Fowler doesn’t like change and 
her routine is very important to 
her. “It takes me quite a bit of 
time to adapt to certain things,” 
she said. When her mom would 
change the furniture around in 
Fowler’s bedroom when she was 
younger, she wouldn’t sleep for at 
least fi ve nights because she had 
to get used to the change. Her 
mother could suggest something 
and she would refuse, but adopt 
it later. Change had to be on her 
own terms. “I didn’t want to be an 
angry or a disruptive child, but 
it just felt like that was the only 
answer.”

Fowler’s parents have always 
been her strongest support sys-
tem. “Th ey never made it seem 
like there was anything I was in-
capable of doing, but if there were 
things I was especially struggling 
with, they made sure I had the 
help I needed.” As she’s grown 
older, her perceptions on things 
have changed and she has learned 
that there are many things she has 
to accept.

“It took me a whole year to 
get comfortable at college and to 
get into my groove. I even con-
sidered dropping out because I 
was so adverse to the changes,” 

Fowler added. She acknowledged 
that knowing about her condition 
helped her to cope with changes 
and with her behaviour, but there 
are times she felt it was too easy to 
use her diagnosis as an excuse. “I 
feel as though if I tell people, they 
think I’m expecting them to give 
me special treatment, but it’s just 
to give somebody awareness,” she 
continued. “I let them make of me 
what they will.”

She likes when friends try and 
gather an understanding of how 
she works, yet she knows that it is 
diffi  cult. “We’re just one big mass 
of contradictions.”

Fowler can be sassy, tough 
and confi dent, but as people get 
to know her more, they become 
privy to her moods, her highs 
and lows. She can also be vulner-
able, sad, unsure and angry, and 
friends might wonder why she 
is suddenly hiding in the corner 
with her book. “I have a lot more 
buttons that are easily pushed, 
and I guess you could say a lot 
more quirks, with sudden and 
inexplicable sadness or anger,” 
Fowler explained.

“You feel like a monster when 
this sudden hot spurt of anger 
bursts into you and you want to 
rip your brother’s head off  and 
call him a whole bunch of horri-
ble names because he moved your 
laptop. You’re completely aware 
of how ridiculous and foolish it is 
because you are a mature person. 
It’s very complex. On one end, I’m 
fully aware that it’s wrong, but on 
the other, I’m helpless to this rush 
of emotion that runs through me 
and makes me want to instantly 
react.”

Having these intense mood 
swings and feeling completely 
misunderstood because of them 
has infl uenced Fowler to become 
“a person who tries to understand 
everybody.”

“It seems like there isn’t really 
a place for a person like me. At 
the same time, of course there is. 
We need the misfi ts, we need the 
outcasts because they make the 
world more fun. Th ey add more 
colour to it and allow things to be 
shown in a diff erent way,” Fowler 
added.

“I can guarantee you that there’s 
no one else like me in the entire 
world.”

The faces behind
Asperger’s, from pg 19
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“It’s not about if it will hap-
pen. It’s about when,” said 
Cheetah Von Teese. 

Cheetah, with both arms cov-
ered in tattoos, is talking about 
injuries. And she means business.

In a diner booth from the ‘70s 
covered in pop stains at Lloyd’s 
Recreation, Melissa Kruskowski, 
who goes by Cheetah Von Teese, 
explained that four years ago she 
found a sport she could call her 
own. 

Th at sport is roller derby. 
Originating from Illinois in the 

‘30s, derby has gained popularity 
across the world. In 2007, a wom-
en’s roller derby league was formed 
in Calgary. Th e sport took off  in 
the city and has surged in popular-
ity since its inauguration.  

Two teams of fi ve players — 
three blockers, a pivot and a jam-
mer — compete in two 30-minute 
periods that consist of ‘jams’ that 
are about two minutes each. Dur-
ing a jam, players skate around 
a track and try to block the oth-
er team’s jammer from getting 
through the pack and scoring a 
point. Points are scored when the 

jammer makes it past the other 
team’s blockers.

Although biting, face jabs and 
hitting from behind are illegal plays, 
blocking is when the injuries occur. 

“We have protective equipment 
and all of our training helps us 
avoid injury as much as we can, 
but it’s going to happen,” said 
Kruskowski. “Other than that, lots 

of bruises. I cracked ribs once. But 
you feel better and start to play 
as much as you can. Maybe you 
shouldn’t be, but it’s too much 
fun.” 

Behind Kruskowski’s tough at-
titude is a studious fi rst-year edu-
cation student at the University 
of Calgary. Balancing derby and 
school, however, is not hard for 
her.

“It’s defi nitely a commitment to 
do both,” she said. “But I am able to 
balance things out. I practice twice 
a week and it’s defi nitely more of 
an outlet than tough to fi nd time 
for. It’s something that you make 
time for — you fi nish your home-
work so you can go out and give it 
your all.”

Th e Calgary Roller Derby As-
sociation is made up of a diverse 
group of girls. Th e all-female 
league has house teams, an all-star 
team and a team for newcomers 
to the sport, aptly named Fresh 
Meat.

Derby is not, however, a sport 
only enjoyed by women. Men who 
volunteered for the CRDA decided 
they couldn’t let their female 
counterparts have all the fun and 
started a league of their own. It’s 
an exciting time to be in the derby 
scene in Calgary — the largest 
tournament ever held in Alberta 
will be at the Olympic Oval on 
April 13–15, during which Cal-
gary’s junior league will be mak-
ing its debut. 

Kruskowski said derby has be-
come widespread in Calgary.

“It’s really tight-knit,” she said. 
“Everyone really helps each other 
out.” 

Angela “Dangercat” Unsworth 
started roller derby last year. 

“I knew some girls who played. 
We went to a few games and a 
friend and I started the learn-to-
skate program. We had a lot of fun, 
so we tried out, made Fresh Meat 
and went from there,” she said.

Unsworth said derby is a sport 
anyone can take up, regardless 
of their skill or knowledge of the 
sport. 

“You are on Fresh Meat for about 
three months, where you learn 
basic skills,” she said. “Like safety 
about hitting, safety about falling 
and those kinds of things.”

Th e women begin their fi ft h 
season on April 28, but they train 
all year. Each team has about two 
practices per week. 

In a sport where you don a skirt 
and roller skates, seeking members 
is easy. Once you’re in, Kruskowski 
said you’re hooked.

Th e diffi  cult part is fi nding a 
derby name. 

“It’s a long process,” she said. 
“You really have to take into con-
sideration your interests and your 
personality. Sometimes people 
will bestow a name upon you de-
pending on if it’s a long-time nick-
name. You have to be original, but 
it’s tough these days because there 
are so many derby girls. You have 
to make sure your name isn’t used 
by someone else.”

Derby rolls full speed ahead

Cheetah Von Teese is ready to break bones and hearts.
courtesy of Rosie Moyer
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Hockey recently increased 
its math requirement. 
Th e game has a new way 

of doing business that mirrors 
baseball’s Moneyball — adapted as 
a fi lm starring Brad Pitt. 

Moneypuck, as the hockey ver-
sion is called, is a statistically-ori-
ented system designed to increase 
spending effi  ciency in hockey. Th e 
purpose of these systems is to use 
advanced statistics to dig up un-
dervalued players who have easily 
correctable problems in their game. 

Th e Moneypuck revolution has 
been gaining steam for the last few 
years. In baseball, it is called Sa-
bermetrics. In hockey, it is simply 
called advanced stats. Th e point of 
both systems is to evaluate play-
ers beyond traditional means, like 

goals, assists and plus/minus in 
hockey.

“Th ere is a line in Moneyball 
that goes, roughly, ‘People pay too 
much attention to results instead of 
processes,’” said Kent Wilson, man-
aging editor of the Nation Network. 
Wilson said that puck possession is 

one of the most measurable talents 
— making the jump from puck 
possession to wins is more chal-
lenging. Logically, more puck pos-
session means more shot attempts, 
more scoring opportunities and a 
higher chance of winning.

Wilson said people tend to eval-

uate players on goals and wins. Th e 
problem is, however, that goals are 
oft en random. Compared to other 
methods of evaluation, goals are 
extremely rare — the sample size 
can be quite problematic.

“Instead of focusing only on the 
output, I am far more interested 
in how something happened, why 
it happened and how likely it is 
to reoccur,” said Wilson. “I try to 
determine how [players] manage 
their ice and anticipate plays. I also 
pay a lot closer attention to how 
they are deployed by their coach. 
Does he take many defensive-zone 
draws? Who does he play with? 
Against?”

Wilson said this method has an 

impact on how we perceive the 
quality of a player.

Most of these stats only apply to 
the nhl, which is a problem when 
evaluating talent in other hockey 
leagues. Wilson said in the future 
there will be developments for oth-
er leagues.

Advanced stats show the value 
of a player beyond traditional ap-
proaches. A player like Vancouver 
Canucks centre Manny Malhotra is 
likely undervalued by many because 
he doesn’t score much. But most 
fans don’t realize that Malhotra is 
a large part of why the Sedin twins 
have as much success as they do — 
88 per cent of the time he’s in his 

A new way to measure NHL talent

see moneypuck, page 23

Adrienne Shumlich/the Gauntlet
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own end, which is 37 per cent lower 
than the league average. Th is means 
the Sedins are in the off ensive zone 
more oft en, meaning they will have 
more chances to score.

However, the acceptance of 
Moneypuck — like many inno-
vations — is by no means wide-
spread. Arguments regarding the 
validity of the stats vary and range 
from if hockey can be measured 
like baseball to personal attacks 
using tired clichés.

Wilson, however, is optimistic 
about the future of Moneypuck.

“Networked individuals in the 
hockey blogosphere can publish 
and discuss new studies daily,” 
he said. “Numbers are far easier 
to fi nd and use thanks to the in-
ternet and modern spreadsheet 
programs as well. Th e fact that 
Bill James and others in baseball 
blazed a trail that was popularized 
by the book and movie Moneyball, 
means there is less resistance to 
this way of thinking.”

Moneypuck, 
cont’d from 
pg 22Josh Rose

Gauntlet Sports

Established in July 2011, the 
National Basketball League 
of Canada has just fi nished 

its very fi rst playoff s. In a best-of-
fi ve fi nal, the London Lightning 
versus the Halifax Rainmen was 
a close series. London became 
the fi rst NBL Canada champion in 
game fi ve, beating Halifax 116–92 
on March 25.

In a press release, NBL Canada 
commissioner John Kennedy said, 
“I know I speak for the entire league 
when I say we’re very pleased with 
the success we’ve had this year and 
look forward to even bigger accom-
plishments in the future.”

League founder and Halifax 
Rainmen CEO Andre Levingston’s 
main concern about the survival 
of the league earlier this season 
was regarding fi nancial and fan 
support. Attracting fans, however, 
is no longer a concern — the fi nal 
game was played in front of over 
5,000 fans. Financially, the league 
is supported by Rogers Commu-

nications Inc. and the NBL is cur-
rently searching for more spon-
sors.

NBL Canada had seven teams 
that remained stable in its fi rst 
year. Most failed leagues gain and 
lose several teams in the fi rst few 
years. Th e American Basketball 
Association had 11 basic fran-
chises that constantly changed 
their names and moved around 
the United States in its nine years 
of existence. Part of the league’s 

failure stemmed from selling the 
teams for $20,000 to any busi-
ness and the enormous travelling 
costs. Only four of those teams 
became NBA franchises when 
the ABA merged with the NBA in 
1976. 

Unlike other leagues, the NBL 
made sure they were prepared for 
any problems. Th ey demanded 
a high standard of conduct from 
their players to ensure a low num-
ber of internal clashes and off -

court incidents. 
Th e league is looking to expand 

in its second season. 
“We’ve had some serious inqui-

ries from several teams — mostly 
in Ontario,” said Vito Frijia, the 
owner of the London Lightning, in 
a TSN article.

Th e NBL will be maintaining its 
Canadian player quota and a sal-
ary cap. Th e salary cap will only 
increase to attract higher-level 
players if the league can aff ord it.

A successful first year for the NBL
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