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NEWS ENTERTAINMENT 
Video testimonials of 
students and alumni will 
be used to show incoming 
students how to get engaged 
on campus, page 4.

This year’s Sled Island is 
packed with alternative music 
documentaries, including a 
look inside Toronto’s queer art 
punk scene, page 7.
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Join the SU Team!
The Students’ Union (SU) at the University of Calgary is 
looking for enthusiastic individuals who enjoy a diverse, 
exciting and rewarding workplace. The SU has full and 
part-time openings for:

• Part time hourly Cook – Kitchen

• Full time hourly Cook – Kitchen

• Full time hourly Cook Supervisor – Kitchen

• Full time hourly Banquet Supervisor – MacEwan Event Centre

• Part time hourly Set-up, Catering and Bartending Staff –
MacEwan Event Centre

• Part time Into the Streets Coordinator – Volunteer Services

If you’re interested in joining us at the U of C, please submit
a cover letter and résumé to resumes@su.ucalgary.ca.

Online or on paper, your 
opinion counts. Your 
university is listening.

Universal 
Student Ratings 
of Instruction
The Universal Student Ratings of Instruction 

(USRI) is your opportunity to evaluate your 

courses and contribute to improving the 

quality of future course instruction at the UofC. 

Evaluations will be accepted:

June 1 - 22
www.ucalgary.ca/usri

Th is editorial was originally 
published in the Gauntlet on July 
15, 1993. 

We, the current editorial board, 
decline to comment on whether or 
not we agree with the content of 
this piece. We do, however, com-
mend our predecessors on using 
“drunk-guy-vomitting-all-over-
his-once-a-year-cowboy-vest-on-
a-C-Train-witnessing” in a sen-
tence. Well done. 

Th is lovely editorial was brought 
to our attention by Th e Walrus. We 
are eternally grateful. We have all 
our old issues stacked in the offi  ce, 
full of humorous antics like this 
adjective-fi lled editorial. 

Here is another treasure that 
tickled our fancy: Macaulay 
Culkin as MacBeth! Published on 
Sept. 30, 1993.
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campus quips

Michael Grondin

“Extend library 
hours in Haskayne. 
Make it easier to 
study.”
– Roman Shcherbakov, 
third-year fi nance

“More opportuni-
ties to get involved 
on campus.”

– Caitlin Kane, 
third-year drama and 
psychology

“Make it easier for 
students to join 
clubs.”

– Lance Oo, 
fourth-year 
accounting

“Helping stu-
dents know how 
to access 
resources.”
– Maikala Harris, 
seventh-year 
development studies

How can the student experience be improved?

Michael Grondin
News Editor 

If students need to dish out 
extra dough for university, 
many agree that the money 

should enhance their experience 
on campus, and they should have 
more of a say in what they are 
paying for.

Non-instructional fees have 
been used by the University of 
Calgary to cover costs that go be-
yond the classroom. Some of these 
services include recreation fees, 
gym access, upasses and Students’ 
Union fees. Th ese fees are roughly 
$787 per student for the 2012–
2013 school year. In compari-
son, students at the University of 
Alberta pay $773 in non-instruc-
tional fees.

However, the exact distribu-
tion of these fees is unclear, which 
makes it diffi  cult for students to see 
how the added fees are benefi cial. 

Th e su and the university ad-
ministration are currently discuss-
ing how these fees can be positive-
ly used for students, according to 
su president Hardave Birk.

“Traditionally, non-instruction-
al fees here in Alberta have been 
used to cover the things that go 
above and beyond what students 
already pay for in their tuition,” 
said Birk. “Th ey go towards de-
velopments and other things that 
benefi t students but the university 
is not required to provide.”

Birk said many students have 
not found value in these fees, and 
that negotiations and student con-
sultations are needed to ensure the 
money is used properly.

“We can’t put fees in place just 
because the university needs more 
money,” said Birk. “Students are 
willing to pay these non-instruc-
tional fees, but they are only will-
ing to pay these fees if they add 

value to the student experience.”
In April 2010, the Board of 

Governors approved a $300 stu-
dent services fee, which was add-
ed to the non-instructional fees 
that students have to pay each 

year. A proposed increase of the 
student services fee to $450 for 
the 2012–2013 school year was 
declined by the university admin-
istration and the bog, however, 
the fee is expected to rise to $450 

for the 2013–2014 school year.
Although the fees are supposed 

to be fully accountable to stu-
dents, Birk said currently this is 
not the case. 

“It was not clear what this [stu-
dent services] fee went towards, 
and that is where the issue arose,” 
said Birk. “Students constantly ask 
what this fee covers, and I can’t 
give a clear answer to that ques-
tion, the university can’t give a 
clear answer to that question and 
we are in the process of clarifying 
these answers.”

Birk said non-instructional fees 
must be unrelated to instruct-
ing students — they have to go 
beyond what the university is re-
quired to provide and they must 
improve the student experience. 
He believes students must be in-
cluded in the decision making 
process, and the fees should be 
transparent.

“For a university to run, there 
are a certain number of things 
we need to have in place, such as 
teachers in classrooms, facility 
maintenance and other important 
things,” said Birk, emphasizing 
that non-instructional fees need 
to bring additional value to stu-
dents on campus. “Th at is why it 
is so important to us that students 
get involved in the decision-mak-
ing process, and that they have a 
say in what these fees go towards.”

Th e su is currently working 
with the bog to develop a strat-
egy to clarify where the money is 
going, and a new list of what will 
fall under the student services fee 
will be approved in the next few 
months.
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Fees need transparency, says Birk
University discusses how non-instructional fees enhance student experience

Non-instructional fees aim to add to students’ experience outside the classroom.

Michael Grondin

    Students are willing to pay these 
non-instructional fees, but they are only 
willing to pay these fees if they add value to 
the student experience.

– Hardave Birk, Students’ Union president

“



Michael Grondin
News Editor

A student’s engagement 
outside the classroom 
can defi ne their entire 

university experience. But some 
students, especially new ones, 
may not be aware of how to get 
involved. 

Th e Offi  ce of Leadership 
and Student Engagement is 
working on a project called 
My First Six Weeks, which 
aims to provide insight into 
the many opportunities at the 
University of Calgary. In con-
junction with this project, a col-
lection of video testimonials from 
students and alumni about their 
experiences at the U of C will be 
used to give incoming students a 
peer-based model on the many 
diff erent ways they can engage 
with the university community.

According to fi rst-year ex-
perience coordinator with the 
Offi  ce of Leadership and Student 
Engagement Aleesha Bray, this 
project will give new students in-
sight into campus involvement, 
which can increase their personal 
development.

“It’s a transitional time for in-
coming students, and it’s a time 
when having a lot of support is 
very benefi cial,” said Bray. “We 
want not only to enhance stu-
dents’ university careers, but also 
enhance their personal develop-
ment and their community devel-
opment as well.”

Th e video testimonials inter-
view students about what they 
have done during their time at 
university — like being involved 
in clubs, the Students’ Union and 
tri-media.

“We want to explore the work 
they have done on campus, off  
campus, as well as their individ-
ual work,” said Bray. “We want to 
talk about how their involvement 
has enriched their experience at 
the U of C, and to show new stu-
dents diff erent opportunities for 
growth. We want to enrich a stu-
dent’s experience as a whole.”

Bray said that every individual’s 
experience is unique, and if oppor-
tunities can become more acces-
sible, it will be easier to enhance 
incoming students’ experiences.

“I think oft en when we come 

in as fi rst-year students, it can be 
overwhelming in terms of get-
ting courses fi gured out. Th en 
sometimes we can miss out on the 
opportunities that are available. 
Th ere’s just so much to learn,” said 
Bray. “Even just taking a fi rst step 

into a new experience can be re-
ally intimidating, and we want 
students not to be afraid to get 
involved.”

Th e testimonials will be dis-
played during orientation week, 
and will be put online for students 

to access at any time. Th ere will 
also be workshops and seminars 
throughout the year detailing the 
opportunities students have at 
the U of C, as well as many other 
events, like clubs week.

Bray said My First Six Weeks 
will also enrich the campus, 
and students’ connection to the 
university.

“Not only do projects like this 
expand what a student’s experi-
ence will be at a university, but it 
can give them a sense of commu-
nity beyond the classroom,” said 
Bray. “Th e importance of these 
testimonials is it’s one thing to 
hear that a club or organization 

is really great, but sometimes we 
just want to hear an individual’s 
personal view or experience.”

Th e fi lming for the testimoni-
als is expected to be completed by 
June 28.
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Cute townhouse for sale (NW) 
107 Storybook Terrace              $217,900

10 minutes walk to the Crowfoot LRT 
station. 10 minutes train ride to U of C. 
15 minutes train ride to SAIT/ACA. 
YMCA and Library only minutes away. 

Living, dining, kitchen, storage, balcony at 
upper level. New kitchen cabinets, new 
paint, new carpet. Stove, fridge and 
dishwasher included. 
2 bedrooms and 1 bathroom at lower level: 
Master with large walk-in. Bathroom with 
Jacuzzi tub. Laundry room with washer 
and dryer included.  
Dedicated parking stall in front of house. 
Adults 18+ only (condominium by-law). 

Email: StorybookTerrace-107@shaw.ca
More details at mls.ca  MLS#: C3509049 

Aleesha Bray asks Jamie Everett and Paula Kutzner about their University of Calgary experiences for the video testimonials.
Michael Grondin

Video testimonials showcase student experience
My First Six Weeks initiative shows students how to get involved

    Not only do projects like this expand 
what a student’s experience will be at a 
university, but it can give them a sense of 
community beyond the classroom.

– Aleesha Bray, fi rst-year experience coordinator

“
For more information visit

My First Six Weeks at ucalgary.ca 
or email Aleesha Bray at abray@ucalgary.ca



Michael Grondin
News Editor

More than 100 Univer-
sity of Calgary students 
took part in developing 

a completely sustainable home for 
the Solar Decathlon competition in 
Washington, D.C. in September 
2011. On June 6, 2012, the U of 
C’s multi-disciplinary Solar De-
cathlon team was awarded the 
Emerald Award for their work and 
environmental contributions.

Th e Alberta Emerald Founda-
tion, an organization that cel-
ebrates environmental leadership, 
awarded the team for their com-
pletely net-zero home that was 
built to meet housing needs for 
Aboriginal Peoples in Alberta.

In Washington, the team 
placed 10th out of 19 and was 
the only Canadian school in the 
competition. 

Th eir 1,000-square-foot home, 
the Cenovus Technological Resi-
dence Traditional Living, was de-
signed to house a family of four. Its 
roof is covered in solar panels that 
provide enough electricity for the 
trtl to have net-zero energy con-
sumption over the course of a year.

According to the project’s com-
munications lead and fourth-
year business student Alexandre 
Ste-Marie, the Emerald Award 
shows that sustainable projects 
are important for university stu-
dents. 

“Our team consisted exclusively 
of U of C students from diff erent 
faculties, and together we were 
able to build a completely sus-
tainable home,” said Ste-Marie. 
“To be recognized at such a high 
level tells us that the university 

is front and centre in developing 
new sustainable technologies and 
sustainable housing.”

Ste-Marie said having a diverse 
team made it possible to gain the 
momentum to receive the award.

“It was a very diverse team, but 

with projects at that scope, you 
defi nitely need a diverse team in 
order to achieve the goals that are 
laid out,” said Ste-Marie.

In 2011, the team partnered 
with Treaty 7, an aboriginal ad-
vocacy service and management 

corporation in Alberta, to address 
issues with aboriginal housing.

Ste-Marie said research needs 

to be done to help solve issues 
with housing that aff ect many 
people around the world. He said 
the U of C is heading in the right 
direction.

“When you are trying to solve 
rampant problems with housing, 
which is a basic problem every-
where in the world, we need to 
have research and skilled people 
to be able to address the issues 
that arise with housing needs,” 
said Ste-Marie.  “It is very reward-
ing to be involved in an extra-cur-
ricular project, especially one that 
is as hands-on and diverse as this 
one.”

He said projects like this help 
prepare students for the real 
world aft er graduation.

“It’s important for students to 
be involved in hands-on projects 
through their university career 
because it’s great to learn in the 
classroom, but experiential learn-
ing is where you can apply your 
skills and stand out in a crowd,” 
said Ste-Marie. 

In 2013, the team will be part-
nering with sait and Mount 
Royal University to compete with 
teams from around the world.
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presents:

comedy for the alternative mind

The University of Calgary’s Solar Decathlon team outside of their completely sustainable home.

courtesy Julie Phillips

Team awarded for sustainable practices
Solar Decathlon team receives Emerald Award

    It’s important for students to be involved 
in hands-on projects through their university 
career because it’s great to learn in the class-
room, but experiential learning is where you 
can apply your skills.

– Alexandre Ste-Marie, communications lead

“
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Sean Willett
Entertainment Editor

During the six days of Sled 
Island, music reigns su-
preme. With hundreds 

of bands playing at venues across 
the city, it is the most visible and 
dominant part of the festival. 

Yet, the extent of music’s reach 
does not lie solely within the 
realm of its own medium — the 
fi lms of Sled Island are just as mu-
sical as its bands.

Film has always been a growing 
part of Sled Island since the festi-
val’s inception six years ago. 

“Th ere has been a fi lm element 
to Sled Island since 2007,” ex-
plains Jeanette Burman, the fi lm 
programmer for this year’s festi-
val. “However, it wasn’t really for-
malized the way it is today, with 
the number of fi lms and the type 
of fi lms, until 2009.”

Composed of seven feature-
length fi lms and two short-fi lm 
showcases screened over three 
days, the fi lm portion of Sled Is-
land makes up a signifi cant part 
of this year’s festival. Th e fi lms 
selected for screening were care-
fully chosen by the festival’s pro-
grammers in order to ensure that 
they would appeal to Sled Island 
attendees.

“We were looking for fi lms that 
would be pertinent and of inter-
est to our audience,” explains 
Burman. “So there are a lot of mu-
sic-related documentaries and a lot 
of sound-related documentaries.”

However, simply being centred 
around music is not enough to 
warrant a fi lm’s inclusion in Sled 
Island — like the bands chosen to 
perform, the fi lms screened at the 
festival have to showcase some-
thing out of the ordinary.

“We’re interested in picking 
fi lms that have a unique vision 
to them within the indepen-
dent community,” says Burman. 
“So not just straight ahead ‘roc-
kumentaries’ that are sort of 
like Wikipedia pages, but rather 
documentaries with certain edges 
and themes to them rather than 
just ‘this person did this at this 
time.’ We defi nitely want a unique 
independent spirit that matches 
the rest of the festival.”

Among the many alterna-
tive music documentaries being 

shown at the festival is She Said 
Boom: Th e Story of Fift h Column. 
Directed by Toronto fi lmmaker 
Kevin Hegge, the fi lm tells the sto-
ry of Fift h Column, an all-female 
art punk band that helped infl u-
ence the queer art scene in the 
early ’80s. Hegge, who is involved 
in Toronto’s alternative and queer 
art scenes, wanted to create a fi lm 
that combined his experiences 
with his love of art punk music. 

“Having made some shorter 
works, I decided that I wanted to 
make a feature-length fi lm,” ex-
plains Hegge. “It would bring all 
of the experiences and connec-
tions that I had in my life together 
into one project.”

Hegge explains that he chose 
to have the fi lm centred on the 
members of Fift h Column be-
cause of his desire to tell a story 
that he feels should have already 
been told.

“Why hasn’t someone made 
this already?” he says. “I work at a 
record store . . . and there are a lot 

of punk rockers buying all of this 
hardcore music, which all seems 
to follow this formula of having a 
bunch of angry white dudes from 
privileged backgrounds mak-
ing pretty standard punk rock. 
I found the fanaticism around 
that sort of alienating, because I 
wondered why there wasn’t more 
focus on the experimental punk 
rock that happened in the early 
’80s. So I wanted to make this 

project that showed this other 
story that involves people doing 
much more challenging work and 
creating a sort of cult legacy.”

Hegge also feels that the all-
female composition of the band, 
along with their involvement in 
the queer art scene, may have 
prevented Fift h Column from re-
ceiving the recognition they de-
served.

“One has to wonder why the 
stories rooted in the work of 
women and queer people are of-
ten overlooked,” says Hegge. “Of-
tentimes people in those groups 

tend to be doing work that is 
more challenging, and the more 
challenging the work, the smaller 
the audience typically is.” 

With his fi rst feature-length doc-
umentary, Hegge is also aiming to 
challenge his audience, and hopes 
to reawaken the punk spirit lying 
dormant in younger generations.

“We tried to make it kind of 
inspiring and funny,” says Hegge. 
“For younger people watching it, 
I would like it to sort of reinvigo-
rate this idea that it is important 
to be critical of your surroundings 
and not just fall into a formula. In 
this Internet age it’s easy to forget 
about subculture, and the work 
diff erent types of people can do 
because it is all so fl atlined.”

She Said Boom: Th e Story of 
Fift h Column will be shown on 
June 19 at the Hifi  Club, where 
the majority of the Sled Island 
fi lm screenings will take place. 
Other screenings will take place 
at Cliff  Bungalow-Mission Com-
munity Association, including 
the short fi lm showcase and short 
fi lm competition, both of which 
feature fi lms by Calgarian artists.

With a diverse selection of 
challenging, off -beat fi lms, Sled 
Island’s fi lm programming is sure 
to please both music and movie 
fans alike.

Th e melodious films of Sled Island
Th e festival’s fi lm lineup features cutting-edge music documentaries

She Said Boom: The Story of Fifth Column is one of the music documentaries being screened at 
this year’s Sled Island, and focuses on a Torontonian all-female art punk band active in the ‘80s.

courtesy Kevin Hegge

For more information about She Said Boom: The Story 
of Fifth Column visit hotdocs.ca

Sled Island 
2012 fi lm 
schedule
Tickets for events at the Hifi  Club 
are $10 for adults and $7 for 
students with valid ID. Events 
at Cliff Bungalow-Mission Com-
munity Association are free. 
For more information about the 
fi lms and venues listed, visit 
sledisland.com/lineup/fi lm.

MONDAY, JUNE 18

What Did You Expect? The Ar-
chers of Loaf Live at Cat’s Cradle 
– 7:10 p.m. at the Hifi  Club

Lost and Sound – 7:20 p.m. at 
Cliff Bungalow-Mission Commu-
nity Association

Uprising: Hip Hop and the LA 
Riots – 9:10 p.m. at the Hifi  Club

Shorts: Showcase – 9:10 p.m. at 
Cliff Bungalow-Mission Commu-
nity Association

TUESDAY, JUNE 19  

The Great Northwest – 7:10 and 
9:10 p.m. at Cliff Bungalow-
Mission Community Associa-
tion

Just Like Being There – 7:20 
p.m. at the Hifi  Club

She Said Boom: The Story of 
Fifth Column – 9:30 p.m. at the 
Hifi  Club

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 20 

Bloody But Unbowed: Uncut – 
7:10 p.m. at the Hifi  Club

Shorts: Competition – 7:10 
p.m. at Cliff Bungalow-Mission 
Community Association

CSIF: Outdoor Classic Film 
Screening – 10:30 p.m. at the Old 
Y courtyard, 223 10th ave SW

    In this Internet age it’s easy to for-
get about subculture, and the work dif-
ferent types of people can do, because 
it is all so fl atlined.”

– Kevin Hegge, director

“
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Parles-tu français?
Take courses in French *

FRENCH LANGUAGE INSTRUCTION PROGRAM
www.ucalgary.ca/frenchcentre 
phone: 403.220.6690 or 403.220.4000

AUTOMNE – FALL 2012

ARKY 325 L02 Ancient Civilizations T/R 15:30

ECON 201 L03 Principles of Microeconomics T/R 09:30

MUSI 305 L02 Composers and Musical Cultures T 13:00

SOCI 201 L04 Introduction to Sociology M/W/F 10:00

HIVER – WINTER 2013

BIOL 305 L01 The Human Organism T/R 11:00

ECON 203 L03 Principles of Microeconomics T/R 09:30

MUSI 305 L01 Composers and Musical Cultures R 09:00

PHYS 303 L02 Quantum Mysteries and Paradoxes T/R 14:00

* These lecture sections are taught in the French language.

Adventure!
Teach English Overseas
TESOL Certified in 5 Days
In-Class or Online  –  No degree Required!
1.888.270.2941
Job Guaranteed!
Next In-Class Course:  July 11 - 15

Travelodge University Hotel
2227 Banff Trail NW

www.globaltesol.com

Alicia Ward
Gauntlet Entertainment 

Imagine what it would be like 
to have a concert in your living 
room: just you and a few friends 
gathered around a perform-
ing musician, enjoying an inti-
macy not found anywhere else. 
Gallery House Concerts attempts 
to capture that closeness, off ering 
a chance for people to enjoy the 
performances of talented musi-
cians in the coziness of Jackie and 
Dale Bourgaize’s living room.

A new addition to Calgary’s 
music scene, Gallery House Con-
certs was created to help promote 
musicians while giving audiences 
the opportunity to listen to amaz-
ing performances in a unique 
environment. Th e living room 
features a fi replace and beauti-
ful windows, and combined with 
a separate viewing area fi ts 50 
people. Any are welcome to at-
tend, and plenty of parking space 
is available.

While house concerts off er a 
wonderful opportunity for audi-
ences, they are also benefi cial to 

the artists who play them, espe-
cially those that are on tour. 

“We know how tough it is to 
tour,” says Jackie. “Tours usually 
don’t make money.”

Gallery House Concerts is a 
non-profi t venue, so all proceeds 
go to the performing artists. Trav-
elling musicians can also stay over 
at the house, which helps lower 
the cost of touring.

“We don’t make any money off  
of it,” explains Jackie. “We just vol-
unteer the space so we can have 
the music at our house.” 

Even though the venue is only 
a few months old, it has already 
begun to develop its own spunk   
— the seats closest to the stage are 

the most uncomfortable, while the 
more luxurious seating is found 
near the back. Another homey tra-
dition is a potluck dinner, which 
encourages attendees to bring and 
share food with the rest of the 
audience. Th is helps promote the 
sense of community that makes 
Gallery House Concerts unlike 
other venues.

“You build a community with 
this,” says Andrew Stanislav,  a 
friend of the Bourgaizes who 
helps organize Gallery House 
Concerts. 

“You have this opportunity to 
connect with people. Musicians 
meet other musicians. You make 
some new friends. I love it.” 

Home is where the concert is

Kristyn Pelletier
Gauntlet Entertainment 

For the past six years, Sled 
Island has been the meat of 
Calgary’s summer festival 

sandwich, giving opportunity and 
inspiration for audiences and art-
ists alike to sink their teeth into. 
Newcomers to Sled Island, how-
ever, may fi nd the larger-than-
life festival a bit daunting at fi rst 
glance.

Most Sled Island veterans, or 
‘Sledders,’ would agree that the 
festival’s summer-night shenani-
gans create an experience that is 
hard to fi nd anywhere else — rid-
ing around on a bicycle, bumping 
into fellow Sledders, soaking in 
the atmosphere of Calgary’s ur-
ban streets and stumbling upon 
bands and artists that you have 
never heard of. Th is sense of dis-
covery is the essence of what Sled 
Island is.

A devoted member of Calgary’s 
music scene Brock Geiger has 
long been a fan of the festival. Th e 

current bass player for Th e Dudes 
and former member of Raleigh, 
Geiger has attended Sled Island as 
both a performer and a fan. 

“Th e impact Sled has on the 
music scene lasts longer than fi ve 
days. Th e festival really supports 
local Calgary musicians, so many 
Sled fans come out to local shows 
year round and show support,” 
says Geiger. “Not many festivals 
in town unite Calgary’s culture, art 
and music with such unique cama-
raderie the way Sled Island does.”

When done right, Sledding 

requires that festival goers keep 
both their minds and ears open, 
and remain willing to try new 
things. With over 200 artists per-
forming, and even more comedi-
ans, fi lms and art exhibits, there 
will be many chances to take in 
new experiences.

“Sled Island magnifi es Calgary’s 
music scene, giving the audience 
a wider scope of alternative and 
postmodern rock,” says Geiger. 
“Calgary’s art and music scene is 
really starting to expand, and Sled 
Island defi nitely helps the cause.”

Besides an open mind, other 
festival necessities include a bicy-
cle for transportation and a water 
bottle for hydration. Planning a 
route or a schedule can help, but 
sometimes letting the festival take 
the reigns is the fun part.

“You really don’t even need to 
know what you’re doing or where 
you are going,” says Geiger. “If you 
have a bunch of friends and you 
hit a couple shows, you are bound 
to fi nd a couple new artists that 
you really enjoy.”

Advice from a Sledder

Kristyn Pelletier

courtesy Gallery House Concerts
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Life Scream – Sean Willett
COMICS

Laura Bardsley 
Gauntlet Entertainment • @LauraBardsley_

With the Calgary music 
scene growing larger 
every year, it is not 

surprising that there has been an 
infl ux of young musicians grow-
ing in popularity. What is sur-
prising, however, is the type of 
music that has spurred these new 
artists into creating their own 
work. Th ese infl uences are not 
the classic rock, boy band, hard 
rock and teen angst that genera-
tion X was raised on, but rather 
music from a newer generation of 
Calgarian rockers that are still 
performing today. For Connor 
Scott, Luke Groenewoud, Michael 
Halls and Raff  McMahan of Trash 
Island, other local bands were the 
catalyst that brought them to-
gether. 

“Seeing Friendo and Women 
was why we started the band, ba-
sically,” says Scott. 

For McMahan and Groene-
woud, friendship came from an 
even earlier source: the nostalgic, 
feel-good tunes of the Pants Situ-
ation. “We would go to Pants Situ-
ation shows,” starts McMahan. 
Groenewoud continues, “We were 
like 12 years old [and] started going 
to shows together . . . that’s when 
we started being best friends.” 

Television, Pavement and Long 
Long Long also have infl uenced 
Trash Island’s sound. Th e result 
of these infl uences is a fascinating 
blend of catchy riff s and complex 

song structures that manage to 
translate the atmosphere of true, 
gritty rock ’n’ roll for the fi ne-
tuned ears of the 21st century. 
While their 2011 debut release 
WE HAVE FUN is a pleasant lis-
ten, Trash Island has defi nitely 
gotten tighter and grittier for 
their live shows. 

“I think we’re just less willing 
to play crappy shows and less 
willing to make shitty recordings 
now,” McMahan laughs. 

With all of its members under 
two decades old, the band has 
only recently been allowed the 
freedom that being of legal age 
provides — a freedom that has 
granted Trash Island access to a 
plethora of venues that were pre-
viously unavailable. Before all of 
the members turned 18, the band 
was only able to play all-ages 
shows, which limited them to a 
select few venues. However, the 
four agree that despite its inher-
ent disadvantages, the all-ages 
scene cultivates a strong sense of 
community. 

“I love all-ages — it’s where I 
grew up,” explains Groenewoud. 
But playing all-ages shows has 
major faults as well.

McMahan says, “I love it, but 
at the same time, it would just be 
nice if it was bigger . . . there’s not 
a lot of people coming to shows. 
[But it’s] kind of cool, it’s the same 
people every time and you get re-
ally tight with those people. But 
sometimes it kind of sucks because 
it’s hard to get all-ages shows.”

For Trash Island’s Sled Island 
performance at Undermountain 
on June 23, the four are playing 
with heartwarming garage-pop 
band Cable Knits, local chiptune 
savant Grayscreen and Edmonton’s 
punk rock band SLATES. Trash Is-
land will be bringing their own 

eclectic style to this performance, 
but are remaining secretive about 
their outfi ts of choice.

“We’ll be looking good,” assures 
Groenewoud. “But it’s kind of a 
secret right now.”

Brought up by Calgarian mu-
sic, Trash Island is one of the 

many young bands set to inherit 
the city’s rock ’n’ roll legacy. And 
with such an early start, it is safe 
to say that the story of these four 
artists has only just begun.

Young rockers set to trash Sled Island
Calgarian quartet Trash Island helps usher in a new generation of local music

To hear the music of Trash Island visit 
trashisland.bandcamp.com.

(Clockwise from top left) Connor Scott, Raff McMahan, Michael Halls and Luke Groenewoud of Trash 
Island have been heavily infl uenced by Calgary’s local rock ‘n’ roll scene.

courtesy Trash Island
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