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Golden Spatula

The Golden Spatula award
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volunteer who must endure
the ritual cleansing and
sacrifice of human flesh.
This week we, the Gauntlet,
would like to thank Louis
Villanueva for his exhaus-
tive dedication to selfless
martyrdom for human kind.
You are immortalized.

Louis Villanueva
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editorial

Doug Black abuses university money

ost University of Cal-

gary students expect

their hefty tuition fees to
go towards quality education and
resources on campus. But where
is students’ tuition money actually
going? First-class plane tickets and
a limousine ride to Ranchman’s
Club aren’t things one would ex-
pect hard-earned tuition money
to help pay for. However, senator-
in-waiting and U of C chair of the
Board of Governors Doug Black
claimed these — to name just a
few — “expenses” to the university.
Black claimed over $28,000 in ex-
penses in an 18-month period be-
tween February 2011 and August
2012. The U of C reimbursed Black
for these expenses. Comparative-
ly, the previous board chair, Jack
Perraton, claimed a mere $434 in
three and a half years.

Students’ tuition money may
have helped pay for $550 of wine
the night of Black’s outing at
Ranchman’s and nearly $3,000
in first-class airfare to Ottawa.
Black claimed nearly $1,300 for
two nights in Houston and the
same amount for a two-night stay
in Toronto. According to U of C
policy, flights shorter than five
hours must be economy class and
only standard hotel rooms are al-
lowed. Black breached this policy
enormously by his lavish spending,
and the university made a serious
error allowing him to claim these
expenses.

Frankly, students should be out-
raged. The blatant abuse of student
and university finances is inexcus-
able — the U of C community de-
serves better than that. If the U of
Cis truly on a path to its Eyes High

goal of being a top-five Canadian
university by 2015, then student
funds can’t be utterly abused by the
university and BlacK’s outrageous
spending.

In a cBc article, Scott Hennig of
the Canadian Taxpayers Federa-
tion, who is taking Black to task,
put it best: “I mean, you got to
think some kid at the U of C whose
tuition is helping pay for some of

this is probably scrambling to get
together $500 for his rent this
month, let alone staying at a $500 a
night hotel”

In a Gauntlet news article on
page 4, U of C president Elizabeth
Cannon said students’ money was
not used to pay back the expenses.
However, Hennig succinctly coun-
tered that claim when he told the
Gauntlet, “It's not like the money
was earmarked from some pot of
gold somewhere that they found at
the end of a rainbow.”

Black immediately paid the
university back nearly $5,400 —
a laughable portion of his entire
spending — after the “errors” in
claims were discovered under very
suspicious circumstances. The im-

contents

proper claims were discovered in
June after the university’s quarterly
review of the chairman’s expenses.
However, around the same time
the audit was conducted, the U of
C received a request from Hennig
under Alberta’s Freedom of Infor-
mation and Protection of Privacy
Act. It seems too coincidental that
the “errors” were found around
the same time of the FOIP request.

It also seems unlikely that claims
were indeed “errors” unbeknownst
to the university administration.
Although Black paid for the two
“errors” found in June, there are
many more that are being looked
at, including a $112.45 dinner for
Black and Cannon and a $120 pri-
vate driver that Black took to the
dinner.

The university is, however,
working to fix these mistakes —
whatever that means. Black should
fully pay back all expenses that
were wrongfully claimed. There
have been suggestions that Black
should step down from his posi-
tion as board chair and we, the
Gauntlet, agree. His extravagant
spending on what may be student

dime is inexcusable.

If this wasn't already enough of
a breach of confidence, reasons
for his trips are also questionable.
Why did the university allow Black
to make claims for trips outside his
jurisdiction? In addition to his role
as board chair at the U of C, he is
also the chairman of the Michaélle
Jean Foundation. The trip to Otta-
wa that he expensed the U of C for
was to attend the ceremony where
Jean was inducted as chancellor of
the University of Ottawa.

Black has been traveling in Eu-
rope and has been unavailable to
comment about his claims.

Premier Alison Redford has re-
cently introduced rules that restrict
what MLAS can claim, and their
receipts are to be published every
two months. Post-secondary insti-
tutions in Alberta — including the
U of C — plan to follow Redford’s
lead. The U of C especially needs to
adhere to stricter rules and disclose
the expenses of its high officials.
However, given the serious lack of
judgment by the university recent-
ly, it’s fair to be more than hesitant
about the U of C’s ambitions to be
fiscally responsible.

Yes, mistakes do happen, but it
is crucial that the U of C works
towards financial accountability.
Black should be paying back a lot
more than $5,400. Furthermore,
even though elected, Black should
not take his place as senator. Al-
bertans — particularly U of C stu-
dents — should not give Black an-
other outlet to abuse the financial
system for his own benefit.

Get lost, Doug Black.

Gauntlet Editorial Board
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U of C’s transparency tested

Board chair Doug Black claims over $28,000 in 18 months

Michael Grondin

News Editor

he transparency of the Uni-

versity of Calgary and its

expenses was tested after
a mass audit found some discrep-
ancies with chair of the Board of
Governors Doug Black’s claims.
The university will adopt a new
provincial government policy and
restructure current policies to alle-
viate such errors in the future.

The audit was conducted by the
tax group Internal Audit between
January 1 and March 31, 2012 of
all expenses made by executives
and chairs, in which the irregulari-
ties were discovered.

Black spent over $28,000 of
U of C funds on first-class business
flights and five-star hotels. The er-
ror in BlacK’s payments fell out-
side of the U of C’s hospitality and
travel expense policy, which stipu-
lates that flights under five hours
must be in economy class and only
standard hotel rooms are allowed.
When the issues arose, Black reim-
bursed the university $5,343.86.

The audit was part of a quar-
terly review at the U of C that
examines expense claims for the
president and vice-presidents. In
March, however, U of C president
Elizabeth Cannon requested that
the audit go beyond and also ex-
amine the expenses of the BoG.

“In March, I asked them to ex-
pand the scope of that protocol.
This was done to improve gover-
nance overall,” said Cannon.

In July 2012, the U of C re-
ceived a request by the Free-
dom of Information and Pro-
tection of Privacy Act to release
expense records made by the
U of C since 2007. This uncovered

more irregularities with travel ex-
penses. Many speculate that these
expenses come from taxpayers and
students’ tuition.

However, Cannon said these
expenses do not come from the
pockets of students.

“We do not use student funds
to operate expenses for the [BoG].
That is not the case either in prin-
ciple or in the case of the board’s
activities on behalf of the univer-
sity;” said Cannon.

Canadian Taxpayers Federation
vice-president ~ communications
Scott Hennig said that taxpayers

and students are the biggest finan-
cial supporters of post-secondary
institutions.

“I don’t know where it was com-
ing from if it wasn’t coming from
taxpayers and students. Those are
the two major funders of univer-
sity; said Hennig. “It’s not like the
money was earmarked from some
magic pot of gold somewhere that
they found at the end of a rainbow
saying use this for [BoG] expense
reimbursement”

Hennig said the U of C has good
policies in place, but that the issues
arose because the policies were not

A4 \We have made huge progress in terms
of our overall financial controls on campus.
We have committed to put some changes
in place to ensure that we really mitigate
the possibility of this happening again.

— Elizabeth Cannon, U of C president

Louie Villanueva

Paper trails find irregularities with university spending. Increased transparency is discussed.

adhered to and stronger enforce-
ment and more transparency is
needed for the future.

“The issue for us clearly is not
that the U of C is lacking in policy,
it's that they are lacking in trans-
parency. There were certainly some
expenses that were not in line with
the U of C’s policies, or in line with
what we would expect public dol-
lars to be spent on,” said Hennig.

On September 35, the Alberta
provincial government introduced
a new policy on expense disclosure
designed to increase transparency
and expense oversight for minis-
ters, politicians and members of
legislature. The new policy will
be effective October 1. Its new re-
quirements are meant to provide
greater detail about travel and hos-
pitality expenses.

“Our policies are transparent,
they are published and easily ac-
cessible,” said Cannon. “In terms
of the expenses themselves, if you
look at the new expense policy that

Where do you think your tuition is going?

'q"_? -r; T
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the premier announced last week,
part of that talks about making ex-
penses publicly available. We are
just looking at that new policy as
we speak’”

The U of C will adopt this policy
for its expense records.

According to a government of
Alberta press release, “Premier Al-
ison Redford’s government has an-
nounced a robust expense disclo-
sure policy that broadens the scope
of reporting, increases oversight
and provides greater detail than
any other province in Canada.”

Cannon said the university will
continue to work hard to improve
expense policies and the measures
to enforce them.

“In this particular instance, we
certainly made some mistakes in
some of the expenses that had been
filed. We have made huge prog-
ress in terms of our overall finan-
cial controls on campus. We have
committed to put some changes in
place to ensure that we really miti-
gate the possibility of this happen-
ing again”

According to Students’ Union
president Hardave Birk, the resolu-
tion of the issue was handled appro-
priately, but the university should
continue its efforts to expand trans-
parency with its expenses.

“At the su, we really want to
see the university continue with
the quarterly audits that they said
they have started, and whenever
mistakes are found we want to see
those errors corrected,” said Birk.
“Mistakes are going to be made,
nobody can be perfect, but when
someone does make a mistake, in
this case with these expenses, we
want to see the money reimbursed
and the proper action be taken to
make it right”

campus quips

“No idea”

- Samir Mustapha,
second-year science

I

Interviews: Kristen Murray, Photos: Louie Villanueva
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Record numbers attend o-week

New students have positive experiences before school year

Michael Grondin
News Editor

irst-year students flocked
Fto the University of Cal-

gary’s orientation week in
record numbers on September
4-7, engaging in many opportu-
nities presented by various clubs
and organizations found on cam-
pus.

A record number of 3,538
students attended events like
Campus Carnival, Night on the
Students’ Union and more. Over
5,000 attended the Kickoff and
tailgate party at McMahon Stadi-
um, the highest attendance since
2006.

According to su vice-president
student life Hayley Wade, the
success of this year’s orientation
week brought students together
and gave them a chance to get en-
gaged with different opportuni-
ties on campus.

“We had a really successful ori-

entation week this year. We fol-
lowed the same format that we
have followed for the past three
years now, and we have been
growing our numbers year after
year,” said Wade.

The events presented at orien-
tation gave students insight into
the many ways they can become
involved on campus and expand
their experiences beyond the
classroom.

The U of C has over 300 clubs
and student organizations, as well
as many leadership opportuni-
ties, all of which add to the qual-
ity of many students’ university
experience.

“There wasn’t anything we did
too differently this year, other
than continue to expand some
of the programming we already
have. It was great to be able to in-
teract with all the first-years and
welcome them to the U of C,” said
Wade.

Wade said students have a lot

Ml
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Louie Villanueva

Thousands of students piled into McMahon Stadium for Kickoff during orientation week.

to look forward to in the year to
come, with many new events and
services put in place to enhance
student life on campus.

“There are many different
things students can get involved
with, and there is something for
all of our new students to be ex-
cited about,” said Wade, mention-

Stor reopens with new options

Michael Grondin
News Editor

After months of renovations,
Stor reopened on September 10.
Stor is larger and will now be sell-
ing healthier food options.

Currently, there are few prod-
ucts within the store, but as the
weeks go on it will be at capacity
with new options.

“There is a small amount of

product in Stér right now, but we
are expanding our fresh food se-
lection,” said University of Calgary
Students’ Union vice-president op-
erations and finance Scott Weir.

Weir said the goal of Stor is to
provide students with affordable
and convenient food options on
campus.

“It’s the closest thing we have to
a convenience or grocery store on
campus. Its run by the su and all

of the prices are at the bare mini-
mum,” said Weir. “Food costs are
a big thing students bring up, and
with the Stor, we put the prices
barely above what it costs us to buy
items, so that we are able to pro-
vide food to students as affordably
and conveniently as possible”

An issue that developed before
the renovations took place was the
loss club space. Weir said consulta-
tions took place to ensure this loss

ing clubs, volunteer services, peer
mentoring, leadership, Tri-Media
and others. “There really is some-
thing for everybody”

According to first-year sociol-
ogy student Natalie Shymka, the
change from high school to uni-
versity is a big stepping stone, and
the events of orientation week

of space would be handled appro-
priately.

“It was used by four main clubs
on a regular basis, so what we did
prior to that is consult with those
clubs individually as well as the
other clubs, and we decided to
make Hamlet, one of the confer-
ence rooms, a space they could
use with all the same facilities they
needed,” said Weir.

Weir said Stor is also beneficial

helped lay the foundation for an
easy transition.

“Its a pretty big change from
high school, and everything that
happened last week got me excited
to be in university, said Shymbka.
“I thought there was a lot of op-
portunities for first-year students
to get involved right off the bat”

because it gives many students on-
campus employment and it is open
late during the school year.

According to fourth-year biol-
ogy student Jen Bae, Stor is a great
option for students.

“Ilike it more, because of the larg-
er selection,” said Bae. “It is cheaper
then going to other stores too””

Discussions are still underway
regarding bringing a debit ma-
chine into Stor.

LEARN TO

DANCE!

learn to dance socially—right from the professionals
Salsa, Ballroom, Swing
Country and Latin

New courses start the weekend of September 14

8:15 Learn 2 dances in our
beginner’s drop-in workshop

[berta
(Pancesport

403.217.0000 | AlbertaDancesport.com

Social Dance Party Every Friday!

9:15 Dance Party until midnight
All for $7/person!

Classes at Vecova (formerly VRRI): 3304 — 33 St NW,
right across from the University!

Student Discount (with ID): 6-week courses: $60*

No partner or experience required!

=
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Visit AlbertaDancesport.com
for full course listings and our
Friday Night Dance Party schedule.
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Peer mentor program continues to expand

Mentors show record number of new students the ins and outs of the U of C

Riley Hill

News Assistant

ooking to build tomorrow’s
Lleaders on campus, the

Emerging Leaders Pro-
gram at the University of Calgary
has more mentors and more first-
year applicants than ever before.
Mentors help first-year students
get the most out of their univer-
sity experience.

This year, over 330 first-year
students applied for the program,
and about 183 people are cur-
rently working as mentors or are
training to become a mentor.

The ©ELP helps first-year
students transition from high
school to university through
mentoring. Both faculty and fel-
low students can be mentors.
Through the ELP, new students
are introduced to different re-
sources available on campus and
are given advice on how to best
reach their academic and person-
al goals during their university
career.

Manager of leadership, training
and development at the Leader-
ship and Student Engagement of-
fice Gareth McVicar said the pro-
gram is beneficial and effective,

both for mentors and students.

“The program aims to expose
students to a lot of breadth,” said
McVicar. “By the time they finish
the program in their first-year,
they really know the resources,
locations and people they can go
to to really help them be success-
ful for the duration of their uni-
versity career.

The ELP began in November
2009. Since then, the program has
paired first-year students with
mentors and has grown consid-
erably.

To keep up with the record
number of first-year applicants
this year, the program needed
more mentors.

“We have more mentors then
we've had before,” said McVicar.
“That includes [university presi-
dent] Elizabeth Cannon and a
number of professors from arts
and sciences. It's been really
across the board”

Although university faculty
members are a majority of the
mentors in the program, the ELpP
put out its search for senior level
students to join as mentors for
new students.

“When looking at potential stu-
dent mentors, we look at things

like involvement on campus,
what ambassador roles they’ve
served in and, in general, how
they’re involved off campus,” said
McVicar. “We also want to make
sure that they have the time to
commit the two hours a semester
required, even though that’s quite
minimal”

Participating  students and
mentors are matched according
to common faculty or shared in-
terests. After being paired, the
two meet once a semester, outlin-
ing their goals and how to best
achieve them.

McVicar, who is a mentor him-
self, said working as a mentor can
be rewarding.

“Personally, I really like one-
on-one work with students. You
get to find out what makes them
tick and what their interests are.
Once you do this, you can find
something that works for them,
then match them up with that)
said McVicar.

Third-year kinesiology student
and mentor Aiya Amery said the
mentor program opens connec-
tions and makes it easier for new
students.

“I think it’s an awesome opportu-
nity. I didn’t have it in my first year,

Adrienne Shumlich

Mentors help keep their first-year peers on track.

and it’s really helpful for new stu-
dents and a way to connect and get
involved with university, which can
be hard at first,” said Amery. “Men-
toring can keep students engaged
and help them succeed in school,
but it also reminds them that there

is life outside the classroom.

The deadline to apply to be a
mentor has passed, but if first-
year students need help, they are
still encouraged to apply.

For more information
visit ucalgary.ca/leadership

Update: Quebec elections and student riots

Fabian Mayer

Gauntlet News

Students are heading back to
universities and colleges across
Canada to resume their post-sec-
ondary studies. In Quebec, how-
ever, this annual return to school
is anything but business as usual.

There were extraordinary
events during the previous school
year in Quebec, with student
strikes and hundreds of thou-
sands marching through the
streets of Montreal.

The actions of Quebec students
and their supporters across Can-
ada was a response to the provin-
cial Liberal government’s plan to
increase tuition from just over
$2,000 to around $4,000 over a
five-year period.

The premier at the time, Jean
Charest, and his government later
modified the hikes to implement

Christian Louden

Calgary supporters march in May, 2012 at the pots-and-pans rally.

them over seven years instead of
five, the increase being around
$250 annually. However, many
Montreal students continued to
strike.

Ever since the protests, debates
have sprung up across the coun-
try as to whether the Quebec
students are right or wrong in
their stand against tuition hikes.

Students from across the country
also held demonstrations in alli-
ance with Quebec protestors. One
such event was the pots-and-pans
rally in Calgary in May.

University of Calgary law stu-
dent Bobby Whitford has mixed
feelings about the strikes.

“I feel like some of the other
provinces the students have put

up with tuition hikes and that
sort of thing a little better without
protests,” said Whitford. “At the
same time, it’s nice to see some
students being proactive about
it and taking the initiative to try
and do what they can”

In an attempt to make the re-
turn to classes easier, the Liberals
passed a controversial emergency
law known as Bill 78, aimed to
stop the protests and ensure that
students would be able to attend
classes.

The law was used for the first
time on August 27 as protesters at
the University of Montreal pulled
fire alarms and banged pots and
pans during class. The incident
led to 19 people being investi-
gated for violating the new law.
Another factor that is speculated
to play a large role in students’
return to school is the result of
last week’s provincial election, in

which the Liberals are no longer
in power.

The Parti Québécois of Pauline
Marois beat the Liberals and won
a minority government.

The pQ platform included a tu-
ition freeze of 100 days as well as
the promise of a public forum to
examine university funding.

The pQ has said that increases
in school fees would be tied to
the rise in cost of living. The PQ
also used the student protests as a
main point in their platform.

“If people are taking to the
streets, it is because of him,” said
Marois in her platform, speaking
of Charest.

The newly elected government
has contacted Quebec student
groups within one day of being
elected and informed them that
the Liberal’s tuition increases
have been cancelled, and that Bill
78 will be repealed.



Engineering competition
comes to the U of C

Emily Macphail

Gauntlet News

howcasing innovative re-
Ssearch from around the

world, the Institution of
Engineering and Technology will
be holding its regional final for
the Present Around the World
competition at the University of
Calgary — the first time a region-
al final has been held in Western
Canada. Organized by the IET, the
PATW is a presentation competi-
tion involving engineers 18-26
years old from various fields of re-
search. The event will be held on
September 15.

The 1ET is an interdisciplin-
ary research group that focuses
on engineering innovation. The
group provides opportunities and
resources for anyone interested in
engineering and technology in the
international community, regard-
less of their field.

The pATW competition aims
to bring young engineers from
around the world together to share
their knowledge.

Each competitor is given 10
minutes to present on an engi-
neering-related topic, after which
they answer questions for five
minutes. Initial competitions are
held locally within 1ET networks
comprised of schools and local
engineering groups that are mem-
bers of 1ET. Winners progress to
national, regional and then global
levels. The regional locations for
2012 are the United Kingdom,
Americas, Asia Pacific, South
Asia, Europe, the Middle East and
Africa. The global finals for 2012
will be held in London, uxk in No-
vember.

The Americas regional compe-
tition in Calgary will showcase 15
local winners.

Students from as far away as
Trinidad and Tobago will present
on topics like energy and environ-
ment, aerospace engineering and
biomedical engineering. Well-
known professionals from various
fields of engineering will be in at-
tendance.

While the judges are kept secret
until the event, they will include a
long-term IET member, a young
professional and a U of C professor.

U of C third-year mechanical
engineering student Mia Jovi¢ is
the competition’s master of cer-
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An international competition brings young minds together.

emonies, and U of C biomedi-
cal engineering master’s student
Alyssa Randall is the head orga-
nizer of the event.

Jovi¢c won second place na-
tionally in 2011, allowing her to
compete in the Americas regional
competition. Randall is a previ-
ous competitor and winner of the
2009 Americas final. She has since
been organizing competitions,
including the first local Calgary
competition in 2011.

Joviés involvement with the
PATW competition began in 2011
when she presented on dielectric
capacitor design — a complex
field of research dealing with po-
larization — that she had under-
taken as part of an international
team. Jovi¢ said the experience
was incredible, as well as a mile-
stone in her career as a student.

“With the help of the competi-
tion, I learned more about pre-
senting than I had in the last three
years of university. Feedback from
the judges and from my mentor
was invaluable,” said Jovic.

Although Jovi¢ presented on
her own research, she said stu-
dents don’t have to be researchers
to participate in the competition.
Students can create presentations
based on any science or engineer-

ing topic they are interested in,
regardless of whether they have
worked in the area.

“The first step is to enter the
competition,” said Jovic, adding
that it is a great way to showcase
your work and get involved on an
international scale.

Randall said that there are
many ways to get involved with
IET, whether through competing
or planning events and talks. Ran-
dall is optimistic about the com-
petitors this year.

“Based on the presentations I
saw at the local levels, I think this
year may be the year we win the
world finals,” said Randall.

This year’s competition is fully
booked, and the planning for an
event in 2013 is underway. How-
ever, another feature this year is
the IET’S Americas Community
Volunteer Conference, which will
be held alongside the PATW com-
petition for the first time. Volun-
teers will be invited to explore the
IET’s resources and opportuni-
ties, and competitors will get the
chance to meet professionals from
other areas of the world.

For more information on the competition
or conference visit
conferences.theiet.org or patw2012.org.
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Cell Phone Repair

Damaged phone? Game system? or iPod?
Want to unlock your phone?
We can fix most phones while you wait!

L] AT ERET
CPR-112

Bring this ad in on your next visit!

YOU BREAK IT, WE FIX IT. WE BREATHE LIFE INTO YOUR PHONES.
420 9737 Macleod Trail SW ¢ 403.457.4277
www.cprcalgary.com

We Buy, Sell,Trade, Repair

Adventure!

* Teach English Overseas
TESOL Certified in 5 Days
In-Class or Online — No degree Required!
1.888.270.2941
Job Guaranteed!
Next In-Class Course: October 24 - 28
Next Info Seminar: TBA

Travelodge University Hotel

2227 Banff Trail NW Q TSOL
www.globaltesol.com < e,

UNIVERSITY OF

CALGARY

FRENCH CENTRE

Parles-tu francais?

Take courses in French *

AUTOMNE - FALL 2012

ARKY 325 L02  Ancient Civilizations T/R 15:30
ECON 201 LO3  Principles of Microeconomics T/R 09:30
MUSI 305 L02  Composers and Musical Cultures T 13:00
SOCI 201 LO4  Introduction to Sociology M/W/F 10:00
HIVER - WINTER 2013

BIOL305L01  The Human Organism T/R 11:00
ECON 203 LO3  Principles of Microeconomics T/R 09:30
MUSI 305 L01  Composers and Musical Cultures R 09:00
PHYS 303 L02  Quantum Mysteries and Paradoxes T/R 14:00

* These lecture sections are taught in the French language.

I'P

FRENCH LANGUAGE INSTRUCTION PROGRAM
www.ucalgary.ca/frenchcentre
phone: 403.220.6690 or 403.220.4000
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Q Centre’s open house welcomes new faces

U of C’s centre for gender and sexual diversity branches out

Riley Hill

News Assistant

ith the beginning of a
new school year, stu-
dents are introduced

to a variety of campus services
and support. Among these is the Q
Centre, the University of Calgary’s
centre for sexual and gender di-
versity, which had an open house
on September 6 that brought new
faces through their doors.

The open house showcased the
space and the resources the Q
Centre provides for U of C stu-
dents.

The Q Centre officially opened
in November 2010 and has since
served as a “safe space” for those
seeking resources or support with
issues regarding sexual orienta-
tion and questions of gender, ac-
cording to Q Centre co-coordina-
tor and third-year microbiology
student Katie LeBlanc.

LeBlanc said the mission of the
Q Centre is to create a safe and
welcoming space for the LGBTQA
community, meaning lesbian, gay,
bisexual, transgender, queer, asex-
ual and allies.

“The centre is here to act as a
resource for students wishing to
access any sort of information or
supplies they might need, includ-
ing anything from brochures,
condoms, lubricant and books.
The centre also functions as a safe
space focusing primarily on the

[LGBTQA] community;,” said LeB-
lanc.

LeBlanc said this is done by
providing the space and resources
needed so students can openly
discuss elements of their sexual or
gender identity without the risk of
being judged.

“[In the centre] there are no
homophobic remarks, no trans-
phobic remarks. Instead, there is a
general respect for others’ values,
life experiences and opinions,”
said LeBlanc.

The Q Centre holds many work-
shops and events throughout the
year. This includes the Outlet
Project, a one-on-one peer sup-
port program designed to help
students in distress.

The centre operates with 20-25
volunteers throughout the year.
These volunteers work mostly
with visitors in the centre, provid-
ing peer support, while also insur-
ing that the space “remains safe;’
said LeBlanc.

These volunteers also work
throughout campus, working to
raise student awareness on issues
facing sexual diversity and the LG-
BTQA community.

“Last year, we had a number
of speakers and movie nights to
reach a wider audience across
campus,” said LeBlanc.

Speakers included U of C com-
munications professor Dawn John-
ston, who did a presentation on the
portrayal of queer lifestyles in film.

Riley Hill

Katie LeBlanc stands proudly by the large Q on the door of the U of C's Q Centre.

The Q Centre plans to hold sim-
ilar events this year, while expand-
ing their appeal with activities
like their new book club featuring
books prominent in the LGBTQA
community.

“We make sure to have a wel-
coming and open space where
those values can be shared and
that no one is going to be shut

down, or made to feel uncomfort-
able in any way for being differ-
ent,” said LeBlanc.

The centre’s other co-coordina-
tor, fifth-year math student Darcie
Milliken, said the open house was
an important way to reach new
students.

“We talked to the students who
were here for their orientation,

and we talked about the centre’s
purpose, history and our man-
date,” said Milliken. “It was good
to see so many new faces.”

Located in 225¢ MacEwan Stu-
dent Centre, the Q Centre is open
weekdays during the school year
and anyone is welcome.

For more information visit
su.ucalgary.ca/qcentre

You’ve Arrived... Now Get Involved!

Hayley Wade
VP Student Life

Your SU Offers an Exciting
Line-up of Opportunities
Hey U of C! 'm Hayley Wade, your VP

Student Life for this year. I want to personally
welcome each of you to a great university

and an action-packed year filled with exciting
events, programs, services and opportunities
to get involved. When you walked in the door
you became part of a group of some 25,000
students that make up the membership of the
Students’ Union.

We are here to serve and represent you
through the fun parts and the sometimes

difficult parts of your university experience.
Academic support programs, travel and
conference funding, volunteer opportunities,
student priced books and copying, student
clubs, snacks, food and some fun events —
everything you'll need to survive and enjoy.
Check out THE LOOBR our digital screens
in MacEwan Student Centre for whats
happening. Drop by the SU offices — you are
always welcome. Or log in to su.ucalgary.ca
for loads of information on what we do and
plan for you.

Here are just a few to get

you started:

Every week, That Empty Space in MacEwan
Student Centre offers Cinemania - free
movies on Monday nights and free Yoga in
the Space over the lunch hour on Tuesdays,

Wednesdays and Thursdays. And to round
out your 5 Days of Fitness, check out the free
Spin Class on Monday mornings at the U of
C Fitness Centre (Track Level), and free Boot
Camp on Friday mornings in KNB 070.

The week of September 17 is Clubs Week
in MacEwan Student Centre. This is your
opportunity to make some new friends with
similar interests. The SU Clubs program
has over 240 sanctioned clubs with well over
10,000 student members. There something
for everyone from athletics to music to theatre
to social issues to volunteering to religion to
cultural issues to politics and academics. And
many of them will be here this week to talk
to you.

The SU also has a wide variety of volunteer
opportunitiesavailable. SU Volunteer Services
hosts ten on-campus volunteer programs

throughout the year, and their friendly staff
can also help guide you to the right volunteer
experience off-campus or around the world!
Visit the Volunteer Services link on the SU
website, or drop by their office at the east end
of the MSC main level.

This is just the beginning of a load of potential
opportunities for you to make the most of your
year. Stay tuned to this article, keep in THE
LOOP or visit our web site at su.ucalgary.ca
on a regular basis. You can also follow us on
Twitter @SUUofC or Facebook (facebook.

com/suuofc).

I’'m honoured to represent you! My experiences
at the U of C have been incredible
and I hope that yours will be too.

®
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The Students’ Union advertisement is provided by the su and published without Gauntlet editorial revision.
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Interactive tool gets one million hits

Room finder gives students a new way to navigate the U of C

McKinley Wiens
Gauntlet News
With files from Michael Grondin

here have been many addi-
I tions and improvements to
the University of Calgary’s
website over the past few years to
make being a student easier than
ever. One of the more prominent
new features is the interactive
room finder — launched in Janu-
ary 2010 — which reached just
over one million page views dur-
ing the summer semester.

For many first-year and return-
ing students, the U of C campus
can be confusing. This tool, how-
ever, may change that.

Designed by a team of six
from varying departments at the
U of C, the room finder is a tool
that helps students find their way
around campus. This tool is suit-
able for many situations, from
trying to find a classroom, to plot-
ting the quickest route between
two locations at the U of C.

BEING OF ADVENTURQUS SOUL but of meek wallet, I will hereby spend less for my

Michael Issakidis

Many new technologies are being used and becoming popular at the U of C.

Director of University Central-
ized Map Services and one of the
developers of the room finder,
Tom McCaftrey, said the develop-
ment has gone beyond expecta-
tion, as it evolved from a simple
tool used by the Information
Technology department.

Found at ucalgary.ca/map/in-

" [T
# e ]

teractive, the tool was meant to be
an inventory guide for the U of C’s
computer labs, however, it grew
into an interactive tool that has
helped many students and visitors
at the U of C campus.

“As it evolved, it became a tool
that was used by the technicians to
locate specific rooms and then it

went on to become a tool for stu-
dents,” said McCaftrey.

McCaffrey said the development
of the project used effective inter-
nal, interdisciplinary resources.

“This was a really strong col-
laboration between 1T, Which
supplied the equipment; facilities
management, which supplied the

data; and the engineering depart-
ment, which helped provide some
of the technical expertise,” he said.
“The use of it for students to ef-
fectively plan their classes and get
to classes on time improves teach-
ing by not having disruptions with
people coming late, and it simply
makes it easier to find where you
need to go”

McCaffrey said page views will
continue to rise as students find
use for the tool.

“It started to really take off.
Since 2010, we had one million
hits, and on Monday we had 6,200
hits in one day,” he said. “We will
probably get between 40,000 to
50,000 hits for the month of Sep-
tember”

First-year English student Kai-
sha LeBlanc said the tool can be
useful to new students who are
unfamiliar with the campus.

“This campus is just enormous,
and it would take me a very long
time to find my way around,” said
LeBlanc.

SAVE UP

T0 90%

ON USED
TEXTBOOKS
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ON NEW
TEXTBOOKS

textbooks in order to save money for what can’t be learned from a book.
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Big, fat liar

Politicians can no longer get away with dishonesty

Sean Willett
Entertainment Editor %
@Willetton
i .

uring the Republican

National Convention in

Tampa, Florida on Au-
gust 27-30, Paul Ryan delivered
a gripping speech after accepting
his nomination as the Republi-
can vice-presidential candidate. It
was articulate, it was moving and
it may have swung a few voters to
Mitt Romney’s side. However, it
was also almost completely con-
structed out of blatant lies.

One of the strangest and most
shocking trends of this American
election has been the tendency for
politicians to assume that the me-
dia is simply a mouthpiece meant
to amplify everything and anything
they say, without first questioning
and examining the content. This as-
sumption has repeatedly proven to
be laughably incorrect, with politi-
cians — Ryan in particular — being
called out for their flagrant fabrica-
tions.

After Ryan’s speech, media out-
lets quickly realized that much of
what he said was false. Fact check-
ers for the media, which are tasked
with analyzing public statements
to check the validity of what peo-
ple are saying, caught all of the
many inaccuracies Ryan attempted
to pass off as fact. Even Fox News,

a media outlet that is notoriously
right wing, called Ryan out for his
blatant lying.

Although a common stereotype
is the ‘lying politician, it is not a
good idea for high-profile poli-
ticians to tell falsehoods during
their public speeches. At best it
makes them seem ignorant of the

A separatist Quebec victory

Does the rest of Canada really need to care?

- oW
Jorie Les j
Gauntlet Opinions i

Quebec has been a hot topic late-
ly. First it was the student protests,
then the lead up to the provin-
cial election. Now, the results of a
Parti Québécois victory ended in a
tragic election-night shooting. It’s
unfortunate that most news about
Quebec has been negative recently,
including the commentary sur-
rounding the shooting. Some have
drawn political implications from
the event, blaming newly elected
Premier Pauline Marois and the PQ
for “stoking linguistic anger” with
proposed language laws, or point-
ing the finger at anglophone media
for raising anti-pQ hatred.

It’s disturbing to think how these
conclusions can be reached so
quickly when all that’s known about
the shooting is that a possibly men-

tally ill man wearing a bathrobe and
a mask fired several shots at the ven-
ue of the pQ victory party and then
set fire to the building. The death of
Denis Blanchette, a lighting tech-
nician working the event, should
demand a certain level of respect
for the tragic loss of life rather than
spark wild journalistic assumptions
about the motives for the shooting.
Its not even confirmed whether
Marois was the intended target or
if the shooting was random. Even
though the suspect was yelling,
“The English are waking up!” as he
was apprehended by police, the lack
of facts surrounding the incident
doesn’t warrant speculations about
perceived French/English tensions,
nor does it seem necessary or profit-
able to do so. This type of rhetoric is
exactly what gives root to toxic ideas
and causes deeper divisions within
Canada.

Western Canada seems to have a

tendency to ignore all things hav-
ing to do with Quebec — we are
all tired of hearing the same old
news. This shows that we should
try to do what we can to foster
greater unity among all Canadi-
ans, rather than focusing on our
obvious differences. If Canadians
are so proud of multiculturalism,
doesn’t it seem a bit backwards to

truth, at worst it makes them seem
manipulative and deceptive. Hav-
ing a politician that isn’t the sharp-
est tool in the shed is one thing,
but having one who actively seeks
to deceive people is another.
When a politician lies publicly, it
is almost as if they expect no one
will notice. Did Ryan just assume

be beating the dead horse of Que-
bec sovereignty, language laws and
identity politics?

It’s better for everyone if we drop
the French/English and Quebec/
Canada divides. Real political is-
sues could be addressed rather
than wasting resources on petty
federal-provincial power struggles
— Quebec youth just might main-

OPINIONS

that news channels and websites
would simply repeat what he said
to the masses, without first inves-
tigating the truthfulness of his
claims? Or worse, did he assume
that potential voters would be too
stupid not to research what he said,
or look into any of the news cover-
age of his speech? He is hoping to
sway voters to his side by lying to
the public, but in doing so shows
that he potentially harbours very

little respect for their intelligence.
Ryan’s speech at the RNC was
a bad move, but at least, to a de-
gree, an understandable one. The
Republican party is currently
drowning in the sea of misogyny,
homophobia and racism they
have belligerently been wading
in for the past few years, and they
desperately needed something to
focus on that could distract peo-
ple from their inherent unpleas-
antness. By warping the truth
about President Barack Obama’s
decisions and policies, Ryan’s
speech came off as a last ditch
see LIAR, page 12

tain some sort of faith in the politi-
cal system as a result. Either way,
it’s extremely unlikely that another
referendum will come up any time
soon with support for secession at
less than 30 per cent. So maybe it is
safe to just keep on ignoring Que-
bec for the next four years or so.
A minority PQ government won't
change much anyway.
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Fowl play in Calgary

[t is a human right to have backyard chickens

Tamara Cottle
Opinions Editor

uring the annual Calgary

Stampede and Exhibi-

tion, horses are paraded
through the streets and thousands
of onlookers get up close and
personal with livestock. Educa-
tion about animal husbandry is
encouraged, but when the rodeo
leaves town, so does the notion of
agriculture in the city. For a place
that prides itself on western heri-
tage and values, Calgary is proving
to be unprogressive when it comes
to urban chickens.

This month, the provincial
courts upheld a city bylaw that
bans people from keeping chickens
in their backyards. Local food ac-
tivist Paul Hughes challenged the
bylaw stating that it violated his
Charter rights. While other cities
in Canada, like Halifax, Vancou-
ver and Guelph, permit people to
have backyard chickens, Calgary’s
Responsible Pet Ownership bylaw
does not allow urban livestock.
For Hughes, who plans to appeal
the ruling, the battle for backyard
chickens is a fight for food security
for all Canadians.

There are approximately 300
Calgarians housing clandestine
chicken coops in their backyards.
Many of them boast producing the
most delectable, vibrantly yellow-
yolked eggs in the city. Some even
say that urban eggs have higher
nutritional value than factory pro-
duced eggs. Hens provide an inex-
pensive source of nourishment as
well as an efficient means to dis-
pose of organic waste matter like
kitchen scraps.

The average hen can lay one
egg per day, meaning one back-
yard flock may exceed the needs
of a household. This surplus is
often shared in the community,
strengthening relationships and
building social capital — impor-
tant resources that serve well in
times of need.

Backyard chickens enjoy free-
doms that their industrial counter-
parts lack, such as roaming space
and opportunities to nest. Factory
hens are often enclosed in bat-
tery cages that are no larger than

a sheet of paper, preventing them
from spreading their wings, dust-
bathing and doing otherwise natu-
ral things like moving around.

With so many benefits attrib-
uted to owning a chicken coop, it
is a wonder why cities like Calgary
would want to prevent it.

The Egg Farmers of Canada,
representing commercial chicken
producers, raise concern about
the welfare of animals being kept
in backyards. They say backyard
chickens risk salmonella infection
that could spread to humans and
between animals, while factory
produced chickens are raised in
a controlled environment where
they are continuously monitored
for disease.

While many support this argu-
ment, common sense would say
otherwise. It seems more likely for
disease to spread in spaces occu-
pied by thousands of hens as op-
posed to a few animals in a yard.
In 2010, a massive recall of half a
billion industrial produced eggs in
Iowa sparked governments around
the world to prohibit battery cag-
es. As a result, most countries in

the European Union barred small
cages, and in 2015, California will
no longer permit battery cages
for chickens. Banning small cages
helps solve the problem of disease
spreading as well as protecting the
welfare of animals. The backyard
solution is even more viable since
most urban coops are spacious and
allow for animals to move around,
strengthening their immune sys-
tems which enables them to fight
off disease more effectively.

The noise complaint often lev-
elled against urban coops is moot
since roosters are not required for
hens to produce eggs. People as-
suming they will be woken at the
crack of dawn with a cock crow-
ing are grossly mistaken. Hens are
extremely quiet when compared
to the incessantly spastic bark of
some dogs.

On the topic of dogs, there have
been 28 fatalities in Canada as a re-
sult of bite injuries between 1990—
2007. There have been no fatalities
associated with hen attacks to date.
Chickens get a bad rap for being
noisy and smelly, but dogs can be
just as odiferous.

The potential for chickens to
attract pests and predators, like
coyotes, is also a weak argument.
Some pets, like small dogs, can
attract predators, but they are not
banned in the city. Pest attraction
can also be avoided by properly
maintaining the coop. In response
to some of the concerns associated
with urban chicken husbandry,
the City of Vancouver designed a
registration program and guide for
individuals interested in keeping
hens. Instead of seeing the chal-
lenges of urban agriculture as a
closing of doors, Vancouver found
a means to create a window of op-
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portunity which promotes an oth-
erwise positive endeavour.

A legitimate concern of some
citizens is the affect neighbours
with backyard chickens will have
on property value. If kept well, ur-
ban hens are often undetected by
neighbours and therefore will not
decrease property values. In cases
where the coop is visible, neigh-
bours can rest in the comfort of
knowing they will always have ac-
cess to fresh, healthy eggs.

The most ridiculous argument
lodged against urban chickens
is the potential for the spread of

see FOWL, page 12
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avian influenza, better known as
bird flu. If bird flu was actually an
issue in this hemisphere — so far
it has only been found in Asia, Eu-
rope and Africa — it still does not
follow that we should inhibit the
development of urban agriculture.
Whether rural or urban, chickens
are susceptible to disease, as are
humans. We cannot segregate ani-
mals and humans to prevent the
spread of disease. We can, howev-
er, formulate better practices with
sustainable systems that provide
the basic essentials for health. Free
running urban hens on a diet of
organic kitchen scraps pose a bet-
ter chance of withstanding disease
than a caged, sedentary, factory-
farmed chicken.

Calgary’s Responsible  Pet
Ownership bylaw is arbitrary
and contradictory. It says no per-
son is allowed to keep livestock,
with the exception of pigeons, in
any area of the city. Under sec-
tion 27 of the bylaw, the City of
Calgary allows members of the
Canadian Racing Pigeon Club
or the Canadian Pigeon Fanci-
ers Association to keep fowl. To
allow hobbiests to keep pigeons
but outlaw hens that provide
food is the height of hypocrisy
on the part of the municipality.
This just goes to show that all
the concerns raised thus far in
regards to keeping chickens ap-
parently don't apply to similarly
related fowl. This blatant contra-
diction only serves to weaken the
plausibility of the law.

What, then, can be the true in-
tent of the bylaw after shattering
all its supposed grounds?

If more people were to recog-

nize the advantage of producing
their own high-quality protein
foods and started to build coops
in their own backyards, big busi-
ness would suffer. The powerful
individuals orchestrating the ag-
ricultural industry have a vested
interest in their product and they
will do whatever it takes to secure
their profits. History has shown
that industry has a way of sliding
its hands into the pockets of poli-
ticians and law makers — the fox
always tries to find a way into the
hen house.

But people like Hughes keep
fighting for our right to food secu-
rity and sustainable food produc-
tion that weans us off the toxic teat
of the industrial food system. As
the divide between the rich and the
poor continues to expand, and in
an age of growing instability where
we need to find ways to provide
for ourselves, the option of urban
chickens has more relevance than
ever.

The United Nations Declara-
tion for Human Rights, of which
Canada is a signatory, states “ev-
eryone has the right to a standard
of living adequate for the health
and well-being of himself and his
family, including food, clothing,
housing and medical care and
necessary social services, and
the right to security in the event
of unemployment, sickness, dis-
ability, widowhood, old age or
other lack of livelihood in cir-
cumstances beyond his control”

The benefits of backyard hens
are fundamental to our inalienable
rights, and more people should be
fighting to secure our access to sus-
tainable food choices.

Liar, contd from pg 10

effort to turn people towards
his socially antiquated party. So,
while despicable, all of the lying
did somewhat make sense. What
didn’t, however, was the way Ryan
lied about his personal life.

From claiming that he ran a mar-
athon in under three hours to as-
serting that he has climbed over 40
of Colorados highest mountains,
Ryan has been emphatically lying
about his own physical ability. The
mountain climbing claim has been
found to be dubious at best, and his
supposed marathon time was com-
pletely untrue. He was most likely

trying to appeal to young voters by
making himself seem somewhat
cool, but he must have forgotten
that most young people use some-
thing called the Internet, and re-
ports of his lies were front page
news on many websites.

At this point, Paul Ryan is like
the kid in your grade four class who
claimed that his uncle worked at
Nintendo. He is resorting to lying
about his own worth in a last-ditch
attempt to convince people to like
him, while desperately hoping that
people are too stupid to realize the
truth.
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"2

ﬁ g mobilicity.ca

Taxes are extra. Limited time offer. Receive $5 off per month, for the first 4 months while on the $25 or $35 Back-to-School plans. $5 off offer valid only at participating locations listed here with a
valid student ID. Restrictions may apply on combining offers with other offers or promotions and only applicable to new activations. All unlimited features included in each plan/add-on, including
unlimited talk, text and data features, must originate and be used within the Mobilicity Unlimited Zones. Premium and special numbers are excluded. Offer valid only while customer is on automatic
monthly payments (preauthorized credit/ debit payment). Additional terms and conditions apply. Subject to change without notice. (c) 2012 Mobilicity. ‘Mobilicity’, ‘Now that’s smart’, the Mobilicity
designs and the Mobilicity logo are trademarks of Mobilicity. Other trademarks shown may be held by their respective owners. All rights reserved.
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Uncovering Calgary’s proud past

Kevin Allen explores the secret history of Calgary’s queer community

Kevin Allen-began his research at this
year's Pride parade, talking to queer
seniors about their experiences.

Sean Willett
Entertainment Editor « @Willetton

ith the 2012 Calgary

Pride Week behind us,

it is clear that Alberta’s
queer community has come a long
way in the past few years. Alison
Redford became our first premier
to speak at a Gay Pride festival, a
large sympolic leap forward for our
province. While there is a modicum
of homophobia and transphobia
still present in some aspects of our
society, it is vastly overshadowed
by a national acceptance of queer
people and queer culture. However,
it would be false to think that things
have always been this way.

Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgen-
der, questioning and allied people in
Calgary have a history, albeit, a his-
tory that is not very well known. It
is a history of secrets, underground
meeting places and courageous in-
dividuals. Unfortunately, it has been
hidden and buried by the passage of
time, but local historian and writer
Kevin Allen is hoping to change
that and bring queer history in Cal-
gary into the light.

Allen, the executive director of
the Alberta Media Arts Alliance, a
former NUTV alumnus and founder
of the Fairy Tales Presentation So-
ciety, is undertaking a project in
which he will uncover the history
of queer Calgarians in the ’50s and
’60s using a combination of histori-

cal documents and first-hand ac-
counts.

“I've become very interested as
I've grown older in the queer com-
munity’s past, particularly from
before I was born,” explains Allen.
“I was born in 1970 in Calgary, a
third-generation Calgarian. I talked
to my parents a little bit about what
it was like to be gay back in the ’50s
and ’60s, and they basically had no
idea because it was so underground.
So that got me thinking: What did
gay people do before then? Where

Community Services Association,
and I used to volunteer with them
back in the ’9os. Before the Internet,
their phone lines were a really im-
portant way for the queer commu-
nity to interact, so it felt appropriate
to pick the Outlink and the Old Y
Centre downtown as my host loca-
tion”

After receiving a grant through
Calgary 2012, a non-profit organi-
zation devoted to supporting the
city’s culture, Allen started his five
week residency at Calgary Outlink.

A4 | don't think any group can take for
granted the privileges and rights and free-

doms that they have.

— Kevin Allen, writer and historian

did they meet? Where did they go?
What were their lives like? That was
sort of the genesis of this project”

The information and interviews
Allen collects will be presented on
his website, for the benefit of Cal-
gary’s queer community and anyone
interested in this aspect of the city’s
past. In order to complete this proj-
ect, Allen decided to seek help from
one of the most important parts of
Calgary’s LGBTQA community.

“I applied to be the artist/histori-
an in residence at Calgary Outlink,
which is the queer community cen-
tre in Calgary; says Allen. “It used
to be called the Gay and Lesbian

He only recently began his research
at the 2012 Calgary Pride parade,
hoping to find queer seniors inter-
ested in sharing their stories.

“I did sort of age profile people
at Pride, and handed out my card
to seniors,” says Allen. “The goal is
to interview queer seniors and get
their recollection of what life was
like for them back then, before what
was sort of considered the queer
emancipation.”

These interviews are immensely
important to Allen’s research, due to
very few documents being available
on the topic. Before the Stonewall
riots in New York in 1969, which

was one of the first demonstrations
against anti-homosexual legislation
in the United States, queer commu-
nities across North America existed
almost only underground.

“From the initial data we have, it
looks like 'l really have to rely heav-
ily on individual recollections as my
primary source,” Allen explains.
“Tm looking at different archives
across the country and locally, and
a lot of the archival material really
only starts in the ’7os, and there is
almost nothing in the ’50s and ’60s.
Some of the bigger cities are differ-
ent, Toronto and Vancouver have
more established archives, but for
Calgary it was pretty underground.
It is a secret history, on some level”

However, with the topic of Al-
len’s research being as personal and
sensitive as it is, he has needed to be
sure to place the wishes of those he
interviews before his project.

“Not everyone is comfortable re-
counting some of those stories, and
not everyone is comfortable with
having those stories recorded,” says
Allen. “I'm sensitive to peoples’ de-
sires, and won't do what they don't
want””

Despite the difficulties he has had
in the first few days in his research,
Allen has already found some inter-
esting pieces of Calgarian queer his-
tory, from both the archival records
and through talking with queer se-
niors.

“There was a bar in the Palliser

Adrienne Shumlich

Hotel in the basement that was, on
Friday nights in the ’60s, the place
where queer people gathered,” says
Allen. “So its kind of interesting
that the Palliser, which is a Calgary
landmark in the centre of our city,
was also this underground gay bar.
I also just found an article from the
Calgary Herald from 1979 which
says Calgary is going to become the
equivalent of Canadas San Fran-
cisco in two years. Things didn't
exactly work out that way, but it’s
interesting to see those headlines”

We currently live in a world where
the conservative premier of Alberta
is proud to speak at a Gay Pride fes-
tival, and where one of Calgary’s big-
gest film festivals is devoted to queer
culture. It is a world that has come a
long way, and is continuing to head
in the right direction. Through his
research, Allen is hoping to ensure
that we won't forget the people who
brought us here.

“I don't think any group can take
for granted the privileges and the
rights and freedoms that they have,”
says Allen. “And I think our cur-
rent set of freedoms are connected
to queer activism in the past and
people being active and courageous.
I think it is really interesting to see
this progression, and that there is
an advantage to understanding our
past and where we came from?”

For more information on Kevin Allen’s project, includ-
ing ways to help him with his work, visit
calgaryqueerhistory.ca.
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Calgary Opera breaks the mould

Clem Martini’s new libretto looks into the lives of Calgary’s immigrant population

McKinley Wiens

Gauntlet Entertainment

algary Operas new pro-

duction, What Brought

Us Here: A New Commu-
nity Opera, will attempt to break
the mould of traditional operas. A
contemporary take on the artform,
What Brought Us Here explores the
experiences of local Calgarians who
have immigrated to Canada.

Clem Martini, an award winning
playwright, head of the university’s
drama department and the author
of Bitter Medicine — this year’s
book for the University of Calgary’s
Common Reading Program — in-
terviewed people who have immi-
grated to Calgary and wrote their
experiences into the opera.

Martini believes that the opera
canon tends to be Eurocentric. De-
veloped in previous centuries, op-
era typically portrays stories based
on traditional European concepts of
society. The Calgary Opera wanted
to challenge operas Eurocentrism
by commissioning a contemporary
piece that celebrates the diversity of
the city.

“They wanted to change the
expectations of opera by seeing if
they could invite in stories from

courtesy Cheryl Foggo

Clem Martini interviewed over 30 immigrants to Calgary in the
process of writing the libretto for What Brought Us Here.

other cultures,” says Martini.

To do this, Martini set out to
interview about 30 Calgarian im-
migrants from various countries,
including Nigeria, Ghana, Viet-
nam and China. Martini narrowed
it down to three stories that he in-
cluded in the opera.

When deciding which accounts
to use in the libretto, Martini looked
for stories that would be able to
complement each other without
being too similar. He also wanted

the stories to come from around the
world, to show universality.

“There are different levels of se-
lection,” says Martini. “For instance,
some of the stories are too similar.
Some of them were too separate. All
of the stories were really compelling
though. Lots of emotion. Lots of ad-
venture.”

In the end, three stories were
chosen from Bosnia, Sudan and
Iran. Once chosen, they were trans-
formed into the libretto, which is

Sean Willett

Mini Makers
Faire makes
mini smiles

Calgary's first Mini Maker Faire
took place on September 8, attract-
ing over 1,000 attendees. With
help from over 100 volunteers, the
Faire’s eclectic group of inventors
and tinkerers were able to display
their homemade wonders. Among
the many inventions featured were
a variety of robotics, including a
charming all-terrain camera robot
that seemed to have a personality of
its own.

the text for the opera. That's when
Martini began working with com-
poser Arthur Bachmann and stage
director Onalea Gilbertson to re-
ally put the performances together.
Martini described his experiences
working with the other members
of the opera as a privilege that was
both “challenging and fun”

When asked what difficulties
were present in the conversion of
text to opera, Martini says, “You
can't overwrite, because then there
is no room for the music to breathe.
The music must bring it to a new
place. We wanted to take the audi-
ence to a new place, and we also

wanted to bring in a new audience.”
What really separates What
Brought Us Here from other operas
is that it highlights how diverse Cal-
gary is. Martini believes that it is
important to reflect the diversity the
city represents, and to let the audi-
ence know that they are all invited.
“My favourite part was just the
freshness of it says Martini. “As
an artist youre always looking for
something that takes you to a new
place, and exposes you to new
things, and this certainly did”

For more information on What Brought Us Here: A
New Community Opera vist calgaryopera.com.

DOWNTOWN

NOW HIRING

Think you have the hospitality gene?

Are you warm, welcoming and love to

be around people? Want o work in a
Jun and outgoing environment?

Hudsons Canadian Tap House
Downtown is now hiring full-time or
part-time managers and servers.

Apply at 1201 - 5th St. SW between
2 & 4 pm any day of the week!
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Calgarians are funny

YYComedy celebrates the city’s best comedians

McKinley Wiens

Gauntlet Entertainment

re you a fan of stand-up

comedy? If youre look-

ing for a chance to get out
and enjoy an amazing collection of
world-class comedians, then look
no further.

vycomedy Festival will be hit-
ting the streets of Calgary from
September 24-30, and will be
showcasing some of Canada’s best
comedians.

One of the things that is unique
about the festival is that it is cel-
ebrating Calgarian comedians, and
bringing attention back to the city
where many world-class comedi-
ans are from.

“The festival is the first of its
kind,” says Cory Mack, one of the
show’s producers. “No city has ever
celebrated its own comedians like
this”

You may recognize some of the
performers, including comedians
from Kids in the Hall, Saturday
Night Live and Just for Laughs, and
well-known stars like Gavin Craw-
ford, host of This Hour Has 22 Min-
utes. And that’s just the start.

In total, there will be over 170
comedians performing in 33 dif-
ferent shows across the city.

“This has never happened,” says
Harry Doupe, comedian of 22 years
and one of the three producers of
the yvcomedy Festival. “This many
different headliners have never got-
ten together for one Calgary show”

The festival is, in part, a cel-
ebration of Calgary becoming this
year’s cultural capital of Canada, as
well as National Arts Day, which is
occurring during the festival.

“We wanted everyone involved,”
says Doupe. “The comedy clubs
who don't normally ever work
together, all the weekly stand-
up shows that happen, they’re all
stacking their lineup. It’s the big-
gest show they are going to be put-
ting together for the entire year”

Mack and Doupe believe that
Canadian comics sometimes un-
dervalue their own comedic prow-
ess, and that more effort should be
put into recognizing their contri-
bution to Canadian culture.

“I think Canadian comedy is the
biggest cultural export we have,”
says Mack. “And if were the cul-
tural capital of Canada, why not
celebrate it? Its really celebrating
and honouring comedians the way

they should be, because they've
added so much to the Canadian
perspective”

Comedians who will be per-
forming at yvycomedy took home
awards in six of the seven catego-
ries they were nominated in while
at this summer’s Canadian Com-
edy Awards.

“It’s a rare opportunity to look
at how much this city has contrib-
uted to comedy,” says Mack.

Doupe hopes the festival will
also raise awareness of lesser-
known comedians in Calgary —
the hidden gems that perform
regularly in the city. Mack, a co-
median herself, knows how good

\

NUTW offers an
invaluable opportunity
to explore the medium
of television by learning
all stages of production.
No experience required!

www.nutv.ca

Michael Grondin
Cory Mack and Harry Doupe, both comedians themselves, are

two of the producers of the first YYComedy Festival.

it feels to have a captive audience.

“It’s the best thing in the world.
There’s nothing better than when
you're in the zone. You're bringing
people together”

Three of the comedy shows will
take place at the University of Cal-
gary. Pat Kelly and Peter Oldring,
from cBc Radio’s This is That, will
be at the university on September
26 and Gavin Crawford on Sep-
tember 27. The University of Cal-
gary Comedy Club will also per-
form a free show in That Empty
Space on September 25.

For more information on YYComedy visit
yycomedy.ca
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NEW THIS WEEK

The Master — This film stars Joaquin Phoenix
as a navy veteran who falls prey to a creepy
cult-like religion. Not a criticism of Scientology
at all, nope.

Finding Nemo 3D — This continues the trend of
taking flawless movies and ruining them with 3D.
On the bright side, it's a good excuse to watch
this amazing film again.

Black Mesa — The long awaited fan-made re-
make of Half Life, most people thought this game
would never end up being released. Thankfully,
those people were wrong.

Borderlands 2 — If you have been searching for
a co-op role-playing game where you get to vio-
lently eletrocute a person to death, you may need
a psychologist! Also, this game is for you.

Kanye West Presents G.0.0.D. Music Cruel
Summer — The list of talented rappers on this
massive collaborative album is nearly as long as
its awful name.

Battle Born — The Killers are releasing a new
album, and judging from its title they have de-
cided that they are now a power metal band for
high schoolers.

Kiss — A new album by the government mind-
control device known as Carly Rae Jepson. Bad
news if you've only just managed to get her last
earworm out of your head.
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The failures of The New 52

How DC’s attempt at a new beginning has turned into a sexist, convoluted mess

Ben Rowe

Gauntlet Entertainment

ast September, pc Comics
Llaunched “The New 52, the

largest single publishing
initiative in the legendary comic
book company’s history. Every
series published by the company
was relaunched and rebooted, re-
sulting in 52 new #1 issues. Along
with instituting same day digital
copies for all issues, the idea was
to attract new readership to the
company’s comic books, particu-
larly targeting those more aware
of the characters through their
media adaptations than the com-
ics themselves.

Despite a roster of well-respect-
ed and bestselling comic book
writers and artists, the new books
launched a flurry of controversy.
Longtime readers were upset that
their favourite characters were be-
ing recreated from the ground up,
but it soon became apparent that
there were far more glaring issues
in The New 52 than simple conti-
nuity issues, costume changes and
other standard sources of fanboy
griping. Widespread sexism, rac-
ism, poor editorial oversight and
general unpleasantness dogged
the response to early issues in the
media. But one year later, it’s pos-
sible to look back at these public
failures as well as the genuine ar-
tistic successes that have come
from DC’s attempt to wipe away 77
years of storytelling and start with
a clean slate.

Perhaps the biggest immediate
issue in DC’s new style was its ob-
jectification of female characters.
Granted, comic book women have
always been depicted in an exag-
geratedly sexy manner, but the
initial issues of The New 52 were
especially troublesome in their
unabashed adoption of the man-
tra ‘sex sells! Catwoman spent her
first issue getting in and out of her
leather catsuit and it finished with
a splash page of her graphically
having sex with Batman on a roof-
top, their once playful yet dan-
gerous flirtation now something
much less subtle. Popular Teen
Titans character Starfire, formerly
a free-spirited and confident hero-
ine, found herself transformed
into an emotionless sex object
— multiple pages were devoted
to her getting wet and cavorting

courtesy DC Comics

Many of DC's rebooted comics have been explicitly sexist in
their portrayal of women, such as the new Catwoman.

around in a bathing suit. A char-
acter who was once a heroic role
model for young female comic
book fans was turned into largely
a masturbatory aid for male fans
who already have an Internet full
of unofficial fan art for that sort
of thing. The peace-loving Ama-
zons of Wonder Woman’s Paradise
Island found themselves no lon-
ger magically immortal, instead
perpetuating their civilization by
means of kidnapping men and
forcing them into sexual servitude
before murdering them, all in the
name of giving the hero a darker,
grimmer backstory.

The order of the day was largely
to make DcC’s stable of charac-
ters more ‘adult; where adult ap-
parently means gratuitous sex,
violence and unpleasant themes
where there was once imagina-
tion, heroism and a legacy of clas-

sic stories. Most revisions seemed
solely designed to attract media
attention — Alan Scott, the origi-
nal Green Lantern, was outed as
gay, while a new Green Lantern
was depicted as a gun-wielding,
ex-criminal Arab American. The
handling of the reboot was slop-
py, with poor editorial oversight.
Some characters, such as Batman,
found their histories largely intact,
but Superman quickly became a
focal point for editorial dispute.
Acclaimed writer Grant Morrison
wrote stories in Action Comics of a
young Superman at the start of his
career, while veteran comics cre-
ator George Perez told stories set
in the present day in Superman,
but the two books often contra-
dicted each other as there was no
coherent editorial mandate to link
them — neither writer knew what
the other was doing. Perez public-

ly quit in frustration, and soon af-
terwords Morrison announced his
retirement from superhero com-
ics. Soon other big name stars like
John Rozum and Rob Liefeld were
quitting, citing similar negative
experiences with the antagonistic
editors at Dc, with repeated claims
of scripts being rewritten under
the noses of writers and without
any constructive responses from
editors as to why. bc Comics has
responded with statements to
the effect that the big name star
creators were simply not used to
working under a corporate struc-
ture, which is laughable.

However, with 52 monthly
series being published, there
have been some successes. Ani-
mal Man, Swamp Thing, Wonder
Woman and Batman have been
met with consistent critical ac-
claim, though these books have
largely ignored the simple and
clean mandate of the line. Scott
Snyder’s Batman continues the
arcs and themes of the pre-reboot
series and relies heavily on conti-
nuity not only from Grant Mor-
rison’s Batman stories earlier this
decade but stories from as far
back as the 1970s. Brian Azza-

rellos new Wonder Woman has
reinvigorated the Amazon warrior
with a storyline steeped in classic
Greek mythology. And the great-
est artistic success of The New 52
is undoubtedly the new Animal
Man and Swamp Thing, precisely
because writers Jeff Lemire and
Scott Snyder have brilliantly built
upon the work of Grant Morrison
and Alan Moore in the ’9os and
’80s, who themselves built on the
work of Dave Wood and Len Wein
in the ’yos and ’60s. These critical
successes show that good, creative
work can use the 77 years of pub-
lishing history that pc has, rather
than tossing it away and ignoring
it in favour of what’s new, hip and
supposedly edgy.

The New 52 accomplished its
main goal, pushing DC’s sales over
Marvel Comics for the 2011-12
financial year. But with critics,
fans and creators abandoning the
company in droves, it becomes
clear that much of the reboot was
designed as a publicity gimmick,
with little attention being paid to
storytelling, art or entertainment.
Just because something is a com-
mercial success, does not mean it
is an artistic one.

TLFs are back!

Three lines free will now be showcased on our website!
Send three lines to tifs@thegauntlet.ca.
No racist, sexist or homophobic TLFs will be accepted.
Visit the gauntlet.ca and

follow @GauntletTLFs for more information.

GAUNTLET



GAUNTLET ENTERTAINMENT SEPTEMBER 13, 2012 21

spun

ALBUM REVIEWS

Shout Out Out Out Out
Spanish Moss and Total Loss
July 17 2012, Normals Welcome Records

Shout Out Out Out Out is an Edmontonian
group on a one-band mission to prove that a
synthesizer can have a heart too.

Their third full-length album continues
from Reintegration Time and the Juno-nomi-
nated Not Saying/Just Saying.

With every new album, sooo endeav-
our to complete the impossibly difficult
task of capturing the sheer immensity of
sound that is produced at their concerts.
The group’s live shows are spell-binding,
but some may feel slightly underwhelmed
when listening to their recordings.

@ @
-
CJSVNVACIEW Radio 90.9FM Yol E€ampLs REdiECofgnetiic

What makes them a consistently relevant
band is the fact that the two experiences are
inexorably different and each can be enjoyed
on their own merits. Tracks like “Wayward
Satellite” and “Lessons in Disappearing” come
from the closest to a live experience with driv-
ing bass and drums and devastatingly catchy
synth lines. However, the tracks develop an
added quality when listened for their intricate
detail, preferably on headphones.

For a band that operates in the dance music
genre, there is a haunting quality to the vocod-
ed vocals on these tracks. Singer Nik Kozub is
clearly not contented with club hooks and fat
bass, there is palpable pathos present on “This
Isn't Helping” and “Total Loss” — the man be-
hind the Moog clearly is a troubled soul.

The album is not all doom and gloom
though, “Never the Same Way Twice” is a
crisp dance track tightly wound around me-
thodical drums, and the depressingly-named
“Now That I have Given Up Hope, I Feel Much
Better” is a syncopated, hand-clap single that
contrasts the darker textures of the rest of the
album.

Spanish Moss is a vastly entertaining slow-
burn of an album that improves with multiple
listens. There is an oddly hypnotic quality to
this band, the kind of music that is perfect to
listen to during long-distance drives — in
space.

Taylor McKee

Yeasayer
Fragnant World
August 21 2012, Secretly Canadian

Yeasayer is a band known primarily for two
things: solid singles and excellent live shows.
This determination and energy has not trans-
lated to the studio, however, as previous al-
bums strived to reach innovation and expres-
siveness, but fell short.

Fragrant World unfortunately continues this
trend. Yeasayer return to psychedelic synth-
pop, with traceable influences from an array of
genres. Hazy synthesizers and arpeggiators are
present throughout most of the album, accen-
tuated with airy guitar and funk-inspired bass.
The percussion has a noticeable other-worldly

feel, characterized by complex rhythms featur-
ing tambourine and chimes.

Attempting to compose with this repertoire
of sound can be overwhelming, and Yeasayer
are often unsuccessful. Yeasayer attempt to
build intricate soundscapes by layering their
diverse collection of sounds, and the result is
often cluttered yet uninteresting songs that
never seem to fully materialize.

Lyrically, Fragrant World is inconsistent at
best. Vocalists Chris Keating and Anand Wild-
er showcase their notable ability to integrate
appealing melody into the music, but their
unmemorable songwriting does not aid their
talents. The result is lyrics that are difficult to
relate to and occasionally painful to listen to.

Despite these flaws, the album contains a few
clear standouts. “Henrietta” is a spectral track
about immortality with infectious melody and
hooks. “Folk Hero Schtick” is the most musi-
cally impressive track, flawlessly blending the
eclectic mix of sounds.

If anything, Yeasayer show promise. Trying
to maintain both complexity and melody is
risky in music, and if their greatest flaw is their
inability to evolve their busy sound beyond its
initial stages, then their greatest triumph is be-
ing ambitious enough to take these risks. Fra-
grant World is a decent release. Although often
congested and disoriented, listeners can find
some solace in a few strong tracks.

Dixon Blume

(keepin’
it hot at

ARidteh @nline at www.cjsw.com
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Dinos thrash U of A in Kickoft game

Dinos remain unbeaten with a 65—6 win in front of rowdy home crowd

Taylor McKee
Sports Editor « @TaylorMcKee_

ith painted chests, a
full band and racing
mascots, there is always

something special about the Kick-
off game. In front of what is often
the largest crowd of the season, the
Dinos football team welcomed a
mostly freshmen audience of 5,309
to McMahon Stadium for the last
event of orientation week. It was
the best attendance for a Kickoft
game since 2006 and the Univer-
sity of Calgary has put a lot of ef-
fort into making the Kickoff game
an event rather than just a football
game. The result is a carnival-
esque pregame outside the gates, a
raucous crowd in the stands and a
charged atmosphere for everyone
in the stadium.

Itis no secret that attendance has
been and still is a problem for all
U of C sports. Despite the fact that
U of C students receive free admis-
sion to every Dinos home game
in all sports, most teams struggle
attracting fans to regular season
games. In an interview broadcast
before the game, Dinos football
head coach Blake Nill acknowl-
edged the large role that students
play in Canadian Interuniversity
Sports and his desire for them

to become more involved in Di-
nos football moving forward. The
Kickoft game is an attempt to use
the students who came as a part
of orientation week and convert
them into fans of a team that will
perform well all season long.

The Kickoft game signals the
end to the festivities for first-year
students and the official beginning
of the c1s calendar at the U of C.
The past four Kickoff games have
been won by the Dinos, including
last year’s 30-25 thriller against
the University of British Columbia
Thunderbirds.

This years game featured the
Dinos — fresh off an opening
game win against the University of
Regina Rams — and the University
of Alberta Golden Bears. The past
couple of seasons, the c1s editions
of the battle of Alberta have been
— to deliberately understate it —
one-sided. The last regular season
game against the U of A prior to
the 2012 Kickoft game ended 61-7
in favour of the Dinos. The Dinos
have also won their past five meet-
ings against the U of A.

This game had two teams with
very different goals for the 2012-
13 season. The Dinos were look-
ing to completely shake off some
of the rust shown in the game
against the Rams, while trying to

defend as four-time Canada West

Hardy Cup champions. The U of
A is not expected to challenge for
a cw championship this season
and were heavily overmatched in
all facets of the game. The Golden
Bears lost their first game of the
season 32-0 against the University
of Saskatchewan Huskies and have
serious problems on offense, espe-
cially evident against a powerful
Dino defense. U of A would play
two quarterbacks — one in each
half — who were both ineffective
in the face of Calgary’s tenacious
pass-rush.

Entering the game, the Dinos
were without star receiving recruit
Elie Bouka and lineman Carson
Rockhill who both sat out due to
injury. Rockhill’s absence was pre-
cautionary and he is expected to
play next week, while Bouka’s inju-
ry is more severe and his presence
is questionable for the next game
against the University of Manitoba
Bisons on September 15.

The Dinos started quickly: they
recovered a fumbled punt, then
quarterback  Eric Dzwilewski
found receiver Brett Blaszko in
the endzone to get an early lead.
Defensive back Wyatt Getty
blocked a punt which lead to
another Dinos touchdown in
the first quarter. That was all the

Dinos-defensive tacm Jenkins sacks U of A-
Quarterback Ryan Schwartz during the second half.

Dinos would need in this game.

The first half was marked by
Dzwilewski’s surgical passing ex-
ecution. He would finish the half
with 267 passing yards, and would
be sat down in favour of backup
Andrew Buckley at the start of the
third quarter.

Blaszko finished the half with
two touchdown catches and 117
yards receiving.

However, throughout the first
half, the Dinos struggled with pen-
alties, another symptom of early
season growing pains. Over 60
yards in gains were wiped out, in-

cluding an interception by Getty
and a touchdown on offense as
a result of multiple unnecessary
roughness penalties and offside
penalties. The U of A managed 67
total yards offense in the first half,
but the Dinos had 13 penalties for
112 yards in the first half alone —
more than double the offense gen-
erated by U of A in 40 minutes of
football. Needless to say, Nill was
not pleased.

“To be honest, I was embarrassed
at our lack of discipline. I told the
kids at halftime that they embar-

1281-300

The combined offensive yards in fa-
vour of the Dinos over the last two
games against the U of A Golden
Bears. Over those two games, the
Dinos have had 23 more offensive
plays than the U of A.

11

The number of consecutive losses
— including games later won by for-
feit — sustained by the U of A dating
back to the 2010 Hardy Cup when
the Dinos won 56-3.

see KICKOFF, page 2.4
0.98

The average number of points scored
by the Dinos per offensive play over
the last two Dinos versus Golden
Bears games.

5-0

The record of the Dinos over the past
four Kickoff games. The Dinos 65-6
win over the Golden Bears repre-
sents the widest magin of victory in
any Kickoff game.
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'The makings of a captivating season

Zainil Jessani
Gauntlet Sports « @ZainilfromYYC

ince 1980, only nine NBA

franchises have won a

championship,  including
one-time champions the Dallas
Mavericks and the Philadelphia
76ers. What this means is that
the NBA is a largely dominated by
the same case of characters year
in and year out. Partly because of
this, the consensus among hard-
core groups of NBA fans is that
there is almost no relevant pro-
fessional basketball in October
and November.

But the 2012-13 season isn’t
like the others. This year, there is
intrigue from day one.

It seems appropriate that the
newly crowned NBa champion
Miami Heat will open the season
at home against the aging Boston
Celtics, out to prove they have
one more championship run left
in them. Boston pushed Miami to
seven games in the Eastern Con-
ference finals last season.

It’s hard to imagine in this age
of the 24/7 news cycle that any
team or player will be scrutinized
more closely than the Miami Heat
and LeBron James in their quest
to win “not five, not six, not sev-
en” in South Beach.

What should sustain viewer-
ship over the long haul of the sea-
son are the challenges that Miami
faces from teams all over the NBA.
The Celtics lost Ray Allen to the
Heat but added Jason Terry, Jeft
Green and an assortment of big
bodies to exploit Miamis lack
of size inside. Another potential
challenge could come from Los
Angeles where Kobe Bryant will
be trying to obtain his sixth NBa
title with the help of oft-season
acquisitions Steve Nash and
Dwight Howard.

For Miami to even reach that
point, the Heat will have to navi-
gate a rather contentious group
of contenders in the east: the new
look Brooklyn Nets, the restocked
Indiana Pacers, a formidable foe
in the New York Knicks, a com-
pletely unknown but potent team
in Philadelphia, irritants in the
Derrick Rose-less Chicago Bulls
and the Milwaukee Bucks.

Despite this, the Miami sto-
ryline is still compelling. Bryant,
Nash, Pau Gasol and Howard have
been pushed to the backburner.
This is a considerable feat since
Bryant, starting his 17th season

with the Lakers, is trying to tie
Michael Jordan with six cham-
pionships. In the background, at
least for now, is the emergence of
Kevin Durant, not just as a great
scorer but perhaps the league’s
second best player next to LeB-
ron James. Through performance
and demeanor, Durant became the
darling of basketball purists every-
where last season. Durant was sold
as the anti-LeBron, the guy that
it's safe to root for. But now that
Durant has been to the NBa finals
and lost, will the perception of him
change?

It seems the NBA always needs a
bad guy, someone to root against,
whether it's LeBron, Kobe or the
numerous other stars before them
who were previously dubbed fail-
ures for their lack of big game per-
formances until they won a title.
With Durant’s stock as high as any
athlete’s last year, will this new-
found criticism of his inability to
deliver a title last season become
too much to handle, or will he raise
his game to yet another level?

There’s emerging talent out west
as well. In Los Angeles, Chris Paul
and Blake Griffin added former
finals mvp Chauncey Billups and
former Sixth Man of the Year —
and current Kardashian sidekick
— Lamar Odom to their rota-
tion. The Memphis Grizzlies fi-
nally added a competent backup
point guard, Jared Bayless, and
with Zach Randolph back to full
health, they look to be a team that
could threaten. The San Antonio
Spurs have replenished their ag-
ing roster with youthful depth
and if the core trio of Parker,
Ginobili and Duncan can stay
healthy come playoff time, they
will cause problems for almost
any team.

For the first time since 2008,
when the Celtics and Lakers re-
newed their rivalry, the NBA has
more than one or two interesting
teams, and more than one inter-
esting plotline to watch. The sto-
ries will complicate further if big
names like James Harden, Tyreke
Evans, Al Jefferson, Michael Bea-
sley and Kevin Martin find new
homes as has been suggested by
various media outlets throughout
the summer.

The most important question
entering this season is whether
Miami will be able to repeat as
NBA champions. They were al-
ready the most hated team in the
league and now as reigning NBA

champions there will be extra mo-
tivation for teams to beat them.
Other interesting questions in-
clude: How will the Lakers gel?
Will Dwight Howard, returning
from off-season back surgery, be
the dominant interior presence he
was when he led Orlando to the

NBA finals in 2009? And will Steve
Nash be able to make it into June
without breaking down?

The Eastern Conference will
have plenty of drama as all the
teams are pretty evenly matched
and impossible to predict from
seeds two to eight. A probable

top-eight would be: the Heat, Pac-
ers, Knicks, Celtics, Nets, 76ers,
Bulls and Bucks.

In the Western Conference, it’s
a toss up from three to eight. All
those teams have huge upside but
are also significantly flawed in
ways that can be exploited by other
teams. How far they progress come
April will depend on whom they
match up against in the playoft
seedings. A reasonable top eight
in the west are the Thunder, Spurs,
Lakers, Grizzlies, Clippers, Nug-
gets, Mavericks and Timberwolves.

Conference finals: Heat over
Pacers, and Lakers over Thunder.

This could lead to a truly epic
NBA finals comprising of a stag-
gering 70 all-stars and 22 champi-
onship rings among participating
players.

This year, the NBA can expect
record-setting ratings, any number
of marquee games and the fact that
the biggest media markets in the
country — New York, Los Angeles,
Chicago, Philadelphia, Dallas, Mi-
ami and Boston — all have super-
stars and a team who believe they
have enough talent to take home
the Larry O’Brien Championship
Trophy at the end of the year. Its
the kind of season that night after
night you, if nothing else, pay at-
tention.

JOB OPPORTUNITY » SU BY-ELEGTION 2012

Deputy Returning
Officers

DROs staff polling stations during the by-election October 10 - 12, and
assist with the promotion of the election. Great experience, opportunities
to meet interesting people and good resume padding!

No experience is necessary, just a commitment to election integrity.
Selected applicants must also be available to attend a (paid) training
session prior to the election. Hours are flexible around your class

schedule.

Application forms available at the SU office, MSC 251.
Application deadline: September 28, 2012.
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Kickoft, continued from page 22

rassed the coaches and the program
with the number of penalties that
were called,” said Nill. “We are go-
ing to have to make sure we work
hard to make sure something like
this doesn’t happen again. That is
easily the most calls I have ever
had against a program that I have
coached”

Nill also mentioned that the
penalties disrupted the flow of the
game and may have affected the
atmosphere in the stadium.

“It was just too bad to have a
crowd and an atmosphere like
that and then have a flag come
down every third play;” he said.

The score quickly began to get
out of hand, which gave the U of
C an opportunity to test out some
new faces and give some reps to
the backup players in game situa-
tions. This included a pair of run-
ning backs — Calgary native Den-
zel Morrison and highly recruited
Mercer Timmis — who both had
strong showings as the feature

tailbacks in the second half. Both
backs scored their first cis touch-
down during the game.

At quarterback, Buckley looked
poised and calm in the second
half, spreading the ball around and

“Our coaches have done a good
job preparing us and the offensive
line did a great job. It was a very
comfortable experience,”  said
Buckley. “We just wanted to stay
focused on the sidelines”

A 4 It was just too bad to have a crowd
and an atmosphere like that and then have
a flag come down every third play.

— Blake Nill, head coach

clearly relishing his opportunity
in the spotlight.

“Buckley did well, he is a very
good quarterback and we have to
find opportunities to get him as
many reps as we can,” remarked
Nill on the play of his sopho-
more backup. In the third quarter,
Buckley had a perfect completion
ratio and had a touchdown pass to
receiver Chris Dobko.

The Kickoft crowd also had an
impact on Buckley’s game: “It was
incredible. Anytime you can have
that many people out to a game,
whether they are cheering us on
or making noise for the defense, it
helps immensely”

Calgary would eventually play all
three of their quarterbacks includ-
ing third-string Jimmy Underdahl.

“I thought it was good to get

The Shell Experiential Energy Learning (SEEL) Program provides funding to U of C
undergraduates in all disciplines for field trips, conferences, special projects
and other activities focused on sustainable energy, environment and economy.

e
o,

DEADLINE TO APPLY: October 15,2012

For more info and an application form, visit:

http://www.iseee.ca/for-students/undergraduate-initiatives

The SEEL Program enhances the hands-on learning experience for individual
undergraduates and undergrad student clubs and organizations. Sponsored by
Shell Canada, administered by ISEEE and with applications judged by students.

UMIVERSITY OF

-LEH LGARY
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N
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[nstitute for Sustainable

ENERGY, ENVIRONMENT
AND ECONOMY

some experience out there. I was
nervous to start off but it was easy to
replace the guys in front of me be-
cause they did such a good job, the
defense was tired and I was ready to
go,” said Underdahl. “I think coach
Nill did a really good job of setting
us straight at halftime and making
sure we were out there playing a
physical and full football game.”

In football terms, it was a mas-
sacre. The game would finish 65-6
in favour of the Dinos. For only the
fifth time in cw history, a team was
able to score 65 or more points in
a single game. The Dinos finished
the game with 662 total yards of-
fense to the U of As 188. Despite
the disparity on the stats sheets,
running away with a game can also
pose challenges to a coaching staff.

“It's important that you make
sure you play the game with integ-
rity;” said Nill. “You can adjust your
approach to make sure you utilize
the clock more. I have been on the
other side of a game like that, but I
expect both teams to come out and
play full speed”

In every respect, the Dinos
dominated, though the 20 pen-
alties for 160 yards is certainly
cause for concern. As an added
bonus, the playing time given to
younger players in the second half
will undoubtedly serve the Dinos
well moving forward. The next
stretch of football is progressively
tougher for the Dinos as they head
into Winnipeg for a date with the
top-10 ranked U of M Bisons on
Saturday.
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CONTINUING
EDUCATION

- GET YOUR ENGLISH, MATH AND SCIENCE
COURSES AT U OF C CONTINUING EDUCATION

All courses are $450, not including textbooks. Register online,
by phone, or stop in at the Continuing Education office before
4:30 pm Monday to Friday at EDT 220. Late registrations will be
accepted prior to the start of the third class.

English | (UPG 120)
Section 004 Sep 11 - Dec 6
Tue, Thu 5 - 6:30 pm

English Il (UPG 220)
Section 004 Sep 11 - Dec 6
Tue, Thu 5 - 6:30 pm

Math | (UPG 105)
Section 022 Sep 10 - Dec 12
Mon, Wed 6:30 - 9 pm

Math Il (UPG 101)

Section 025 Sep 10 - Dec 12
Mon, Wed 6:30 - 9 pm

Section 026 Sep 11 - Dec 6
Tue, Thu 6:30 -9 pm

Algebra and Trigonometry (UPG 250)
Section 003 Sep 11 - Dec 4
Tue, Thu 3:30 - 5:30 pm

Biology | (UPG 110)
Section 003 Sep 10 - Dec 12
Mon, Wed 5 - 6:30 pm

Biology Il (UPG 210)
Section 003  Sep 10 - Dec 12
Mon, Wed 5 - 6:30 pm

Physics | (UPG 130)
Section 003 Sep 10 - Dec 12
Mon, Wed 5 - 6:30 pm

Physics Il (UPG 230)
Section 003 Sep 11 - Dec 6
Tue, Thu 5 - 6:30 pm

Chemistry | (UPG 140)
Section 003 Sep 11 - Dec 6
Tue, Thu 5 - 6:30 pm

Chemistry Il (UPG 240)
Section 004 Sep 11 - Dec 6
Tue, Thu 5 - 6:30 pm

GOOD THINKING. |

CONTED.UCALGARY.CA |

403.220.2952
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Dinos ready to reclaim national title

Fabian Mayer
Gauntlet Sports « @FGMay

ith 15 all-time national

titles, the University of

Calgary’s swim team
has been one of the most successful
varsity teams in U of C history. Last
season, the Dinos aimed to capture
the Canadian Interuniversity Sport
crown for a third year in a row but
unfortunately finished second in
the championships. Their quest for
a third-straight title was derailed by
the University of British Columbia
Thunderbirds who broke the cham-
pionship points record by scoring
811.5 points as a team.

In January 2013, the U of C will
be hosting the c1s championships.
The U of C last hosted the event in
2011. Dinos swimmers will look
for the home pool to give them the
boost they need to get back on top
of Canadian swimming.

Head coach Mike Blondal said
strong leadership and good train-
ing were some of the main factors
of the team’s past success.

“Hosting the championship two

MICHAEL KORS, SUPER DRY

JBRAND, COACH,

JUICY COUTURE, DOM REBEL

RAG + BONE, JLINDEBERG
DIESEL, CITIZENS OF HUMANITY
SEVEN FOR ALL MANKIND
HUDSON JEANS, AG AND MORE.

ckein

CALGARY SOUTH

years ago really helped [the team]
focus on winning”

Blondal had different outlooks
for the men’s and women’s teams.
“I think we have a good shot to win
the men’s,” he said and was slightly
less optimistic about the chances of
the women’s team of winning the
banner.

“We're a few girls short, I think
were going to have good perfor-
mances but team wise it’s going to
be a challenge with only 14 girls,
said Blondal. According to Blondal,
the women’s team still has a distinct
opportunity to win plenty of indi-
vidual medals and a good shot at
the overall podium.

The team has many veterans re-
turning to swim for the Dinos this
season, including Jason Block and
Julianne Brown. Fresh off an Olym-
pic appearance, Erica Morningstar
will also be back swimming with
the Dinos, which is certain to give
the team a lift.

Block will be gunning for a
fourth consecutive gold in the 100
metre breaststroke this season.

“It’s always really exciting to have

3828 MACLEOD TRAIL SOUTH EAST
CALGARY

13118]j8d Yoy Asaunod

Erica Morningstar is returning to the Dinos swim team for the 2012—13 season.

a home-pool advantage. Everybody
watching is going crazy and it’s a re-
ally big team thing. It’s definitely fun
to have that at home,” said Block.

Brown echoed the sentiments of
Blondal and Block regarding host-
ing the national championships in
their home pool this year.

“It was really exciting when it was
here two years ago and we had quite
a few people come out, but were
hoping to get more teams come out
this year and get more support in
the crowd,” said Brown.

It seems that the swim team is set
up for another very exciting year in

the pool. As they host the champi-
onship, they are sure to be locked in
a fierce battle with their rivals usc
and the rest of Canada’s swimming
powerhouses. The swim team is al-
ready busy preparing even though
their first test isn’t until the Canada
West championships on January 24.

FALLDESIGNERCLOTHING

SALE

SEPT 20 - SEPT 23

4 DAY SALE OPEN TO PUBLIC
THURSDAY SEPT 20 11AM - MIDNIGHT

FRIDAY SEPT 21 11AM - MIDNIGHT
SATURDAY SEPT 22 11AM - 10PM
SUNDAY SEPT 23 11AM-8PM
WOMENS & MENS COLLECTION
FULL SIZE RANGE

DENIM, JACKETS, DRESSES
SHIRTS, HAND BAGS & MORE

40+80:

10% OFF WITH THIS AD

CASH FLY Lo P STRE TIPS APDLY

587 887 2371 . THESAMPLESALEGUYS.COM
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Features Editor

student at the University

of Calgary has offered

an explanation for why
he joins the Tim Hortons lineup
when it is the longest one in the
food court. The phenomenon of
students queuing in not one, but
two, Tim Hortons lineups has bat-
fled U of C researchers for years.
Studies show it also baftles anyone
not addicted to Tim Hortons.

“I feel enlightened. It’s like
meditating,” third-year biology
student Frank Mason said, ex-
plaining why he joined a line over
20 people long. “I really just love
standing in line”

Mason had another shocking
confession.

“I just love how generic the
food tastes. Every time I go to Tim
Hortons, it’s exactly the same —
it’s comforting. I hate trying new
food,” Mason said, while he ate a
turkey bacon club and an ice cap.
Along with a Boston cream, this
food comprises Mason’s “usual”

Mason believes that standing
in line has been better for his soul

than yoga and tai chi, although he
has tried both.

“I just love waiting,” Mason re-
peated. “It’s how I've achieved in-
ner peace”

Mason’s friend, third-year ge-
ology student Rick Shepard, also
loves standing in the Tim Hortons
line, but for different reasons.

“I love coming into MacHall at
lunch time, when both lines domi-
nate the food court. It actually
excites me,” said Shepard, with a
double-double crazed look in his
eyes.

Shepard confessed to comparing
the lines, and joining the longer
one because he loves waiting for
Tim Hortons food that much.

“Sometimes I grumble and com-
plain about how long the line is,
but thats just for show. I simply
love standing there. I feel like I'm
a part of something because there
are so many other students stand-
ing and waiting with me,” said
Shepard.

Shepard has tried standing in
lines for other vendors, but he says
that none of the others really do it
for him like the Tim Hortons line,
which is why he keeps coming back.

“It’s the highlight of my day to
wait for my ice cap. It’s not like the
food tastes better than anywhere
else on campus, but I just love
standing and waiting for it ex-
plained Shepard.

Despite the generic taste, Shepa-
rd maintained that Tim Hortons
does have variety.

“They’re always coming out with
a new type of food,” he exclaimed.
“Those paninis? Magic. And all the
different types of breakfast sand-

=,
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Adrienne Shumlich

wiches? Fuck-my-life fantastic”

Researchers have been flum-
moxed for several years now as to
why U of C students need to stand
in the Tim Hortons line for so
long. U of C anthropologists, psy-
chologists, sociologists and even
biologists have done countless
studies, but have not been able to
wrap their heads around the long
Tim Hortons lineups in MacHall.

Psychologist Martin Hull has
this explanation, though.

ACADEMIC PROBATION
Reason for Tim Hortons lineup discovered

“It's what we call the ‘lemming
effect; where as soon as one mem-
ber of the species does something,
other members nearby do it too,
for no apparent reason,” said Hull.

Hull has watched students,
drawn by an almost magnetic pull,
come into MacHall and, without
noticing anything else, join the
Tim Hortons lines.

“The ‘lemming effect’ is an evo-
lutionary adaptation for species
that have limited mental capac-
ity. It’s fascinating to observe this
effect in students. I wonder what
that says about our species,” Hull
continued.

Sociologist Dr. Belinda Gerber
studies behavioural patterns in dif-
ferent societies.

“This is one of the least effective
ways of procuring food,” Gerber
stated. “Why, for the love of all
things nutritious and tasty, would
they stand in such a long line?”

The students show signs of
strong habituation and repetitive
behaviours, Gerber explained.

“They compulsively come back
to the lineup every day;,” she said.
“Frankly, it’s bizarre. And disturb-
ing”

CROSSWORD ANSWER

Answers from the September
6 issue.

Across

1- Torn clothing;

5- George of “Just Shoot Me”;
10- Icelandic epic;

14- Zenoof ___;

15- Run away to get married;
16- Lively dance;

17- Plan skillfully;

19- Iridescent gemstone;

20- Clothes;

21- Denying;

23- Looking closely;

25- Protection;

26- Silly;

28- Pertaining to skin color;
31- Artist Chagall;

34- Pops;

36- Dull surface;

37- Menu words;

38- Arbor;

40- Aurora’s counterpart;
41- English royal house;

43- Director Riefenstahl;

44- “What T Am” singer
Brickell;

45- Key with no sharps or
flats;

47- Organization;

49- Syrian president;

51- Arranged in order;

55- Weakness;

58- Mischievous person;
59- Scott of “Charles in
Charge”;

60- Variety of melon;

62- Aviation pioneer Sikor
sky;

63-___ atime;

64- Remnant;

65- Accent;

66- Knot again;

67- New Orleans is The Big

>

Down

1- Chart anew;

2- Having wings;
3-Beau__ ;

4- Like “Don Quixote,” e.g.;
5- Sing for;

6- Common street name;
7- Enter; 8- Sleep disorder;
9- Account book;

10- Blue books?;

11- Placed;

12- Costly;

13- Associate;

18- “__ Brockovich”;

22- Brightly colored lizard;

24- Knot;

27- Peripheries;

29- Yours, in Tours;

30- ___ majeste;

31- First name in spydom;
32- Grad;

33- What roentgens mea-
sure;

35- Loudness units;

38- Plain writing;

39- Able to read and write;
42- Like lighthouses;

44- Incident;

31 ji s i i
46- 111 will; AlIR
48- Russian range; 37
50- “Cheers” waitress; L A
52- ngend maker; 1 2
53- Ribbons; U D G
54- Reflection on death; =
55- Slightly; AIMIIIN
56- Starch used in puddings; -
57- Work without ___; - n 5
61- Mai _; - -
A|S|T|IH
]
Bla]i1|o
g2
Puzzle provided by ! E D R
BestCmsswords.com. 63
TIO|N|E

Used with permission.
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Editor: Morgan “cray-crépe” Shandro « illustrations@thegauntlet.ca

Imaginary Anomaly — Morgan Shandro

Hmm... | want a crépe,
1 but I'm not very hungry.

"1l just have the
baby size, please.

TRV
+h Ei:qf:l{d;jn‘l:f

0O Giont crob

E]Evhh
W oy

*3¢ and .}

Ore alyy, £,

StegoSarahs — Sarah Dorchak

DG ot lobster

e lobster

ched [;p 1 oy
0y

iy

rd ] i -
g L ool
1 L 3
Il,i'-'-' rm:.-"'r.rmr fener; +rats iy Lo
¥ = I J

o
[ hods P

Stercum Accidit — Kurt Genest

That's why 1
dor+ wear cllé“"‘l"éf“f

So vou dont Stan thend

o LA TRE.

Hl;'_,l'nqr I jw'rJrLLEa] \'\

"H'.E SHyS afound
h__iT/—J

LJ[ M|

|
El

H‘gw clqr'E'. a rman
Enj]‘er 'Hr'vE E.J::]r'u_i

30 FIRST YOU JUMP OVER ME,
THEN | JUMP.OVER YOU?

ce / ~ ,
P

On a student budget.

INTRIGUING



28 SEPTEMBER 13, 2012 GAUNTLET

Looking to start
your career in oil & gas?

Find your first cil & gas job in
three easy steps:

. Register for FREE at QilCareers.com
. Upload your resumé

. Search 1,000s of job opportunities worldwide
until you find your perfect match

oiLcareers-com

[[ﬂ (i The quick and easy way to the world’s oil & gas jobs
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