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Snack Pack in Mac
Come answer a question related to "where your garden grows", decorate the wall, and enjoy a snack 
pack on us. 11am – 1pm, Monday, North Courtyard.

From Hand to Fork
with Scott Weir. Come learn all about growing food and communities through urban agriculture. 
2 – 3pm, Tuesday, That Empty Space.

  Nurture Your Opportunities for Growth                      
Let us take you on a tour around the city and the world to explore different sustainable and socially 
conscious food and lifestyle options in this resource fair. 
11am – 1pm, Wednesday, North Courtyard.

What’s In Your System? 
A workshop on how to stomach food security - Come participate in this workshop looking at food 
insecurity in Canada and how everyone can trace their food footprint. 
2 – 3pm, Thursday,  That Empty Space.

Hamper Project  
It's time to find out how all of our Hamper Project participants fared during their week living off of a 
hamper donated from the SU Campus Food Bank. Come participate in our panel discussion.
12 – 1:30pm Friday, That Empty Space.

 Hamper Project 
 Remember to check out how all our Hamper Project participants are doing by reading 
 their blogs here, https://www.su.ucalgary.ca/hamperweek.

MARCH 18 – 22, 2013

Please RSVP to all events by email: 
calgarymealexchange@gmail.com

Volunteer
Services

WHERE
DOES YOUR 
GARDEN 
GROW?

Make a difference on campus
Take the new and improved 2013 SU Survey
and be entered to WIN our Grand prize draw: 

$500 U of C Bookstore gift certificates for two lucky winners. 
Complete the survey by March 12 and be entered to WIN our early bird draw: 

$10 Den gift certificates for 100 lucky winners.
To complete the survey, go to www.su.ucalgary.ca and follow the links.

Because of YOU,
Study spaces 

throughout campus 
have been renovated.

 Survey runs from March 8 - April 5

The 

Students Union
is hiring! 
Work on campus and gain real world 
experience in a variety of positions with 
the Students’ Union in 2013-14. We’re 
looking for

Application deadline is Friday, April 5

Applicants must be undergraduate 
students. All positions run August to April, 
are part-time and offer flexible hours.

For more information, visit 
www.su.ucalgary.ca/employment
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Golden Spatula
In honour of the cuts to Al-
berta’s post-secondary institu-
tions, student unknown is the 
Golden Spatula recipient this 
week. The Gauntlet acknowl-
edges that the U of C student 
body will unquestionably be 
affected by the budget cuts 
and that we have become 
nothing but faceless numbers 
to our governemnt. Fuck you 
too, Redford!

Furor Arma Ministrat

Room 319, MacEwan Students’ Centre
University of Calgary
2500 University Drive NW
Calgary, AB  T2N 1N4
General inquiries: 403-220-7750
thegauntlet.ca

The Gauntlet is the offi cial student newspaper of the University of 
Calgary, published most Thursdays throughout the year by the Gauntlet 
Publications Society, an autonomous, incorporated body. Membership 
in the society is open to undergraduate students at the U of C, but all 
members of the university community are encouraged to contribute. 
Opinions contained herein are those of the individual writers, and 
do not necessarily represent the views of the entire Gauntlet staff. 
Editorials are chosen by the majority of the editorial board. The Gauntlet 
is a forum open to all U of C students but may refuse any submission 
judged to be racist, sexist, homophobic, libelous, or containing attacks 
of a strictly personal nature. We reserve the right to edit for brevity. 
Grievances regarding the Gauntlet follow a three-step process which 
requires written decisions from the Editor, the GPS Board of Directors, 
and the Ombudsboard. The complete Grievance Policy is online at: 
thegauntlet.ca. The Gauntlet is printed on recycled paper and uses a 
Redford’s blood based ink. We urge you to recycle/crucify the Gauntlet.

Letter Policy
Letters must be typed, double-spaced and received by Monday at 
4 p.m., and must include the author’s name, student ID number, 
telephone number and signature. Letters will not be printed if 
they include attacks of a strictly personal nature, statements that 
discriminate on the basis of race, sex, or sexual orientation, or 
libelous or defamatory material. All letters should be addressed 
to “Editor, the Gauntlet,” and be no longer than 300 words. The Gauntlet 
retains the right to edit submissions. Letters can be delivered or mailed to 
the Gauntlet offi ce, Room 319 MacEwan Students’ Centre, or sent by email 
to editor@thegauntlet.ca.
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 The Alberta government cuts post-secondary education bud-

get by $147 million. See how it aff ects students,  page 4. 

Aft er one absorbs all the 
details about the 2013 
Alberta budget, one 

thing remains clear: budgets are 
a messy business and there is ab-
solutely no pleasing everyone. A 
budget refl ects the priorities of a 
government through the choices 
— albeit tough ones — made on 
how to spend and what to cut. 
In 2013, Redford made it known 
that post-secondary education is 
not a serious priority for the Al-
berta government. 

In total, universities in Alberta 
are being faced with a 6.8 per cent 
decrease in their operating grants 
despite the fact that they were 
promised a 2 per cent increase in 
2012. In reality, this is an abso-
lutely devastating 9 per cent cut 
across the board. Th ese cuts are 
not restricted to only the Univer-
sity of Calgary and the Univer-
sity of Alberta, they aff ect every 
post-secondary institution in 
the province including SAIT and 
NAIT. Th ese cuts also come at a 
time when some Alberta univer-
sities are in need of an increase in 
funding just to cover expenses. 

Th e U of A estimated that it 
would need a 4 per cent increase 
in spending to simply cover in-
fl ation. Th e U of C was promised 
$142 million to expand the Schul-
ich School of Engineering and 
will now receive only $42 million 
spread out over fi ve years. Simi-
larly, Mount Royal University is 
now $55 million short on their 
planned Library and Learning 
Centre. Also, the $650 million 
over three years committed by the 

Redford government for post-sec-
ondary construction projects are 
now certainly on the back burner.  

What is perplexing about this 
budget is that the government is 
clearly willing to spend despite 
the bleak predictions of province- 
wide belt-tightening. Alberta is 
going to borrow $12.7 billion 
over three years for capital proj-
ects. Th e spending promised by 
the budget also comes with the 
guarantee that there would be 
no increase in taxes, a campaign 
promise of Redford’s. 

Currently, Alberta’s large cor-
porate tax rate is 10 per cent, 
which — along with New Bruns-
wick and British Columbia — is 
the lowest in the nation. If the 
Alberta government were to raise 
the corporate tax rate to the level 
of Ontario’s 11.5 per cent, or even 
Saskatchewan’s and Manitoba’s 12 
per cent, it is estimated that up to 
$2.7 billion in revenue could be 
generated by the province. 

Th e value of the resources that 
represent a large portion of our 
province’s revenue is extremely 
volatile. A possible hedge against  
this volatility would be a consis-
tently fair taxation system that 
could generate revenue. Due 
to the falling price of bitumen, 
which is still currently over $600 
per cubic metre, Alberta is pre-
dictably experiencing a revenue 
shortfall — one that could be 
mitigated by the introduction of 
fair corporate taxation. However, 
in Albertan politics, raising taxes 
is akin to denying the Holocaust 
— any party that pledges to do 

so willingly forfeits their chance 
at being elected. Time and again, 
Premier Redford pledged that she 
would not raise taxes — she kept 
her promise and demonstrated 
the priorities of her party. 

It is entirely unreasonable to 
take raising any sort of tax off  the 
table. Any province — especially 
one so inextricably linked to non-
renewable resources — must be 
fl exible enough to change their 
policies in order to meet new eco-
nomic challenges and taxation is 
one of the most important weap-
ons in their revenue-generating 
arsenal. While it is true that no 
one enjoys the thought of new 
taxes, it makes more sense to ad-
just our taxation to the levels of 
the rest of the country than to 
damage the institutions that train 
the future leaders of our province. 

Some suggest that any increase 
in corporate taxation would sim-
ply cause businesses to leave the 
province entirely for foreign mar-
kets. While the industry will do 
its best to scaremonger the public 
into believing that it will pack up 
and go at a moment’s notice, con-
sider their options. Th e resource 
that sits in our soil is valuable — 
very valuable. It seems unlikely 
that any company that would 
pack up over a 1 or 2 per cent in-
crease in taxation would rather 
incur the expense of relocating 
their operations. 

Post-secondary education ad-
dresses a very diff erent type of 
resource, one that is extremely 
valuable and diffi  cult to quantify. 
If Alberta wishes to be prosper-

ous for the “next 20 years,” as 
stated in the budget speech, it 
will need the best and brightest 
Albertan minds to stay in the 
province. Th e idea that Alberta 
could lose students — future en-
gineers, technicians, researchers 
etc. — to other provinces should 
make post-secondary education 
a priority for the government 
rather than a target for greater 
“effi  ciencies.”     

Gallingly, during the budget an-
nouncement, Minister of Finance 
Doug Horner noted that, “Post-
secondary education remains a 
key priority area for our province, 
and we will continue to support 
post-secondary students.” No 
matter how the Redford govern-
ment would like to appear, the 
cuts demonstrate, in no uncertain 
terms, that when faced with mak-
ing tough decisions, cuts to post 
secondary-education are an easy 
choice.

Gauntlet Editorial Board

Alberta shafts students



campus quips
“Th ey will probably cut 
faculty fi rst and, if there is 
fewer faculty, then you get 
less of an opportunity to learn 
what you want.”
– Zachary Shand, 
fourth-year physics

“It sucks. I want better teach-
ers and that will 
probably mean fewer 
teachers.”

– Melany Mclean, 
fourth-year physics

“I could see fees going up and 
there will probably be layoff s. 
Th ere probably won’t be 
anymore expansions.”

– Kristian Berg, 
second-year business

Interviews and photos: Michael Grondin

How do you think the budget cuts will aff ect you?

Michael Grondin
News Editor

The 2013–14 Alberta pro-
vincial budget has slashed 
$147 million from post-

secondary education operational 
funding, a 6.8 per cent decrease 
from last year’s budget.

Th e provincial budget aims to 
reduce Alberta’s defi cit, which, 
prior to the budget cuts, was pro-
jected at $4 billion. Th e new bud-
get reduces the projected defi cit to 
$2 billion, but has still generated 
criticism from opposing political 
parties who feel the ruling Pro-
gressive Conservatives have han-
dled the budget irresponsibly and 
failed on campaign promises.

Government-sponsored pro-
grams such as pay support for 
low-income seniors and provin-
cial courtrooms also received 
cuts. However, post-secondary 
education will receive one of the 
largest cuts this year.

When elected in 2012, Alison 
Redford’s government promised 
to increase funding for post-
secondary by 2 per cent annually 
over the next three years, making 
this budget all the more surpris-
ing for universities that planned 
their budgets on the assumption 
of greater provincial funding.

Treasury Board and Finance 
Minister Doug Horner an-
nounced the budget in Edmonton 
on March 7, 2013 with a promise 
to deliver “responsible change.”

Th e Summer Temporary Em-
ployment Program, a student em-
ployment program established in 
1972, will be indefi nitely suspend-
ed, leaving many students without 
summer jobs.

University of Calgary president 
Elizabeth Cannon was dissatisfi ed 
with the province’s decision and 

said there will be serious ramifi ca-
tions to students, faculty and staff  
as well as decreases in research 
opportunities.

“Th e University of Calgary is 
surprised and extremely disap-
pointed that the Government 
of Alberta has made an operat-
ing budget cut of 6.8 per cent to 
the post-secondary sector,” said 
Cannon in a U of C statement.

Th e specifi c impacts these cuts 
will have on the U of C are un-
known at this time. Th e U of C’s 
executive and leadership team will 
be reviewing the budget over the 
next few weeks to determine and 
develop long-term goals for the 
U of C.

Th e provincial government said 
tuition will not increase and that 
there will not be any changes to 
scholarships and bursaries. 

Alberta Innovates, a collabora-
tive organization that funds aca-
demic projects, will receive a 3.7 
per cent decrease in funding from 
the provincial government.

According to Students’ Union 
vice-president external and chair 
of the Council of Alberta Univer-
sity Students Raphael Jacob, these 
cuts will immediately impact the 
quality of education in Alberta. 
He fears faculty downsizing, 
which could lead to larger class 
sizes and fewer class choices.

“We cannot speculate how the 
university will be recouping said 
costs, but we do know that staff  is 
the single largest budget line that 
they have, so reduced faculty and 
staff  will result in larger classes 
and fewer choices of classes,” said 
Jacob. “It is certainly unfortunate 
that we are getting such a cut. It 
was also very shocking because 
the cut was much worse than we 
had projected.”

Jacob also said that potential 

fee increases may occur, adding 
that students may feel the conse-
quences.

“Our greatest fear is that though 
tuition will not increase, fees are 
wholly unregulated and that all 
institutions will raise fees to re-
coup those losses,” said Jacob.

U of C economics professor 
Robert Mansell said the defi cit 
was not a surprise. However, the 
cuts to advanced education were 
unanticipated.

“I wasn’t surprised in that we 
knew there was a big problem. 
I was a bit surprised about the 
cut to advanced education,” said 
Mansell. “My assumption is the 
U of C was planning on a 2 per 
cent increase that had been prom-
ised before, so this is quite a swing 
and I imagine that they are look-
ing at all of the available options.”

Th ere will be a $282 million 
investment by the provincial 
government over the next three 
years to improve infrastructure at 
post-secondary institutions, sup-
porting fi ve construction projects 

across the province, including the 
expansion of the Schulich School 
of Engineering at the U of C.

“On the one hand we certainly 
need infrastructure and mainte-
nance. We need places to go study 
and do research in, so I am grate-
ful that money is being spent on 
infrastructure, but it is still unfor-
tunate that we have received such 
a signifi cant cut,” said Jacob.

Faculty of arts dean Richard 
Sigurdson said that each faculty 
will have to outline how to main-
tain a positive student experience 
at the U of C.

“Th e university will have to 
make some decisions about how 
this will be dealt with internally, 
externally and what kind of dis-
tribution between faculties is 
needed,” said Sigurdson. “Every 
faculty does face its own unique 
circumstances in this situation. 
Th ere is no question that each 
faculty is going to have to work 
hard to ensure that students re-
ceive what they expect, that they 
can graduate on time and be in 

the classes they need and want to 
take. We need to ensure that we 
put students fi rst and that the stu-
dent experience is not harmed or 
diminished.”

A leaked email found by Alberta 
NDP Enterprise and Advanced Ed-
ucation critic Rachel Notley sent 
to the faculty of education at the 
University of Alberta states that 
certain departments must prepare 
for 20 per cent cuts. Whether this 
will also happen at the U of C is 
unknown at this time.

“Th ere is a lot of uncertainty, 
and a lot of students are unsure 
how this will all play out, but de-
spite the budget, there is still a lot 
of work to do and it’s not all doom 
and gloom necessarily,” said Jacob.

Fift h-year astrophysics student 
Russell Shanahan said that this 
budget cut will likely lead to teach-
ing staff  and faculty downsizing.

“It’s stupid because [this cut] 
will probably lead to our teachers 
and researchers getting cut and 
students will just want to go to 
other places for school,” said Sha-
nahan. “We need better teachers, 
not dumb renovations to MacH-
all. Our teachers need to be paid 
so that they actually care about 
their jobs and care about teaching 
us.”

Shanahan also said that stu-
dents’ ability to enter graduate 
school may also be impacted.

“I am about to apply to grad 
school and if the funding is cut to 
grad programs, that means I will 
have a tough time getting in,” said 
Shanahan.

Th e U of C will be holding two 
townhall meetings to discuss the 
budget cuts with students, faculty 
and staff  on March 21 at 2:30 p.m. 
in Science Th eatres 135 and on 
March 27 at 2 p.m. in the Dining 
Centre Blue Room.
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Future of post-secondary unknown
Provincial budget slashes $147 million from Alberta’s universities

President Elizabeth Cannon was disappointed by education cuts.
Gauntlet fi le photo



Riley Hill
News Assistant

Aft er two weeks of cam-
paigning, the 2013–14 
University of Calgary Stu-

dents’ Union election results have 
been announced.

Th ere was a 27.8 per cent voter 
turnout, a fi ve per cent increase 
from last year’s SU election. Th e 
newly elected staff  will take offi  ce 
on May 3, 2013.

Raphael Jacob has been elected 
as the 71st SU president, taking 
51 per cent of the votes. Candi-
date Stefana Pancic received 19 
per cent and current president 
Hardave Birk received 31 per cent.

“I’m very happy and very ex-
cited,” said Jacob. “Th ank you, U 
of C.”

Birk was gracious in his defeat, 
off ering kind words to Jacob.

“I think [students] made a great 
choice in Raphael. We’re going to 
have a great president next year,” 
said Birk.

Emily Macphail narrowly beat 
Tynan Wenarchuk and Hana 
Kadri for the vice-president aca-
demic position, taking 38 per cent 
of the votes. Wenarchuk took 37 
per cent of the votes and Kadri re-
ceived 25 per cent.

“I think the biggest surprise 
tonight is VP academic,” said 
current arts representative Kelsy 
Norman. “Emily Macphail fi nal-
ly came through. She’s run in so 
many elections and she won this 
year. Hard work pays off  and she’s 
proof of that.”

Current vice-president aca-
demic Kenya-Jade Pinto is con-
fi dent in Macphail’s ability to do 
the job.

“We were lucky to have a slate 
of candidates for vice-president 
academic who were all so incred-
ibly qualifi ed in their own right,” 
said Pinto. “Emily will do a great 
job and will be supported by in-
credible staff .”

 Ben Cannon took the vice-
president student life position 
over Mallory Lupick and Richard 
“Dick” Gariepy, taking a heft y 
55 per cent of the votes. Cannon 
jumped in excitement to cheers 
from the audience upon an-
nouncement.

“Work on the puppy room starts 
tomorrow,” said Cannon, refer-
encing one of his campaign prom-
ises. “If I don’t follow through on 

the puppy room, I’m going to be 
hung in the south courtyard.”

Current vice-president student 
life Haley Wade gave Cannon sup-
port.

“I’m very confi dent in his abili-
ties and excited to see what he can 
do over the next year,” said Wade. 

Conner Brown acclaimed 
vice-president external and Eric 
Termuende acclaimed vice-presi-
dent operations and fi nance. Ter-
muende was enthusiastic for next 

year.
“I’m excited about the team,” 

said Termuende. “Th e students 
spoke and this is what we came 
out with. I’m looking forward to 

working with the people that rep-
resent students.”

Michael Smith took the Board 
of Governors position over Sam 
Adegabayike, receiving 58 per 

cent of the votes.
Jarett Henry, Zainab Malik, 

Levi Nilson and Maggie Pham 
took the four arts representative 
positions.

Malik was hugged by a group of 
excited supporters aft er she was 
voted in.

“I feel damn good right now. 
I’m so excited,” said Malik. “I’ve 
never done anything like this be-
fore and for it to come through 
makes me so happy.” 

Jacqueline Boon, Amar Desh-
war and Jacob Nasser were elect-
ed as science representatives.

Jay Wang was elected medical 
representative. Jasmine Chitroda 
and Krzysztof Iwanicki took the 
two business representative posi-
tions.

Th e other faculty representa-
tives were all acclaimed for their 
positions.

A referendum to increase the 
Gauntlet’s levy failed to pass with 
57 per cent of students voting 
against the increase.

Former SU president Dylan 
Jones attended the announce-
ment at Th e Den, off ering advice 
to the future executive. 

“Never forget what your num-
ber one priority is, why you’re 
really here — it’s to represent the 
student body,” said Jones. “If you 
ever feel tension, bring yourself 
back to the reason why you are 
there.”
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2013 Students’ Union election results
Student voter turnout at 27.8 per cent, a 5 per cent increase from 2012 

Supporters jump for joy as Cannon (second from right) is announced vice-president student life.
Michael Grondin

    Never forget what your number one 
priority is, why you’re really here — it’s 
to represent the student body.

– Dylan Jones, former Students’ Union president

“
To comment on this story 

visit thegauntlet.ca



Michael Grondin
News Editor

Over fi ve days, six Univer-
sity of Calgary students 
will be living homeless 

on campus from March 11–15. 
Th e initiative is part of 5 Days for 
the Homeless, a national cam-
paign that began at the University 
of Alberta in 2008 and has raised 
$985,000 so far. Th is year, 26 uni-
versities are participating.

Th is will be the U of C’s inaugu-
ral year of the challenge. Students 
are allowed to attend classes and 
go inside the buildings on cam-
pus, however, they are not allowed 
to have their wallets, cell phones 
or house keys and must sleep out-
side. Participants can only eat do-
nated food.

In Calgary, all proceeds will be 
donated to Boys and Girls Club 
Avenue 15, an organization that 
aids homeless and runaway youth 
between 12–17 years of age in 
Calgary.

Th e U of C’s 5 Days for the 
Homeless chair and accounting 
student Haley Kemmer said they 
hope to raise $10,000. 

“Th ey’ll be sleeping outside, 
they have no shelter, no income 

and anything that they eat all 
has to be donated to them,” said 
Kemmer.

She hopes the initiative can raise 
awareness of youth homelessness.

“Th e campaign is working to 
combat some negative stereo-
types that there might be regard-
ing youth homelessness,” said 
Kemmer. “Youth homelessness 
is oft en an invisible issue, people 
don’t see it every day, so they 
think that it doesn’t exist. It actu-
ally is a strong problem in Calgary 
right now.”

Kemmer hopes that as many 
U of C students as possible engage 
with the initiative.

“We’re really hoping that this 
campaign is campus-wide,” said 
Kemmer. “We really want to make 
sure that everyone knows this is a 
university initiative, and even go-
ing beyond that  — it’s a Calgary 
initiative.”

Fift h-year law and society stu-
dent Ryland Brennan is partici-
pating in 5 Days for the Homeless. 
He said that although it is tough, 
he is very excited about the reac-
tion the initiative has received.

“What I’ve noticed is that, es-
pecially with the eating, because 
there’s a barrier to your access to 

food, it’s all you think about,” said 
Brennan. “Applying this experi-
ence to experiencing poverty and 
those barriers every day, it baffl  es 
me what people who go through 
poverty in their everyday lives ex-
perience.”

Th e participants are sleep-
ing outside of the Kinesiology 
Building. Brennan said that the 
cold and the snow have been 
challenging.

“We’re indebted in terms of our 
degrees, but that’s a very diff erent 
aspect of poverty than not be-

ing able to eat or to literally sleep 
out on the streets,” said Brennan. 
“I hope that this campaign en-
courages students to think about 
homelessness in a new way.”

Second-year business student 
and participant Alissa Fahrner 
said 5 Days for the Homeless of-
fers a new way to learn about 
homelessness.

“We are out and about and it’s 
a new and diff erent way to create 
awareness,” said Fahrner.

A closing ceremony will be held 
on March 15 in the Taylor Family 
Quadrangle at 5 p.m.
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Every Friday
From 5:30pm to 8:00pm

Large Prayer Room MSC 317a
MacEwan Student Centre

University of Calgary

FREE ADMISSION
Everybody is Welcome !

Sponsored by Calgary Chaitanya Chandra Cultural Centre and
Food for Peace Society of Calgary

Kirtan, is the singing of sacred mantras, accompanied by classical 
Indian instruments and some Western instruments (such as the 

Medita on by chan ng Sanskrit Mantras

5 Days for the Homeless
Sleeping in the cold for insight into homelessness

Alissa Fahrner, Cole Amantea and Rachel Petit are participants.
Michael Grondin

Participating Schools:

University of Calgary

Grant MacEwan University

University of Alberta

University of Lethbridge

Capilano University

University of Northern British Columbia

University of British Columbia

University of Manitoba

University of Guelph

McMaster University

Queen's University

University of Toronto Mississauga

Brock University

Carleton University

University of Ottawa

University of Waterloo

Wilfrid Laurier University

Concordia University

McGill University

Université de Montréal

University of Regina

University of Saskatchewan

And more...
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Parking prices rising

The third annual Afghanistan Awareness Week occurred from March 11–15. 
On March 13, a kite fl ying event occurred in MacEwan Student Centre and 
money is being raised to donate to underprivileged students. “Afghanistan 
Awareness Week is bringing awareness to the current situation in Afghani-
stan,” said third-year law and society student Yelda Anwari.

Afghanistan Awareness Week
Adrienne Shumlich

Michael Grondin
News Editor

Parking rates at Calgary’s 
medical centres and hos-
pitals will be rising as of 

April 1, 2013 as part of a three-
year implementation period to 
meet increasing market demands 
for parking.

Th e rate per 30 minutes will 
increase from $1.75 to $2, week-
ly parking passes will raise to $41 
up from $40 and monthly passes 
will increase from $105 to $125 
for the fi rst year, according to 
documents released by Alberta 
Health Services. 

Th e fees will continue to in-
crease at similar rates every 
April until 2015 to cover costs of 
increased facilities management 
and construction of parking lots.

For now, daily maximum rates 
will remain at $13, which is good 
news for University of Calgary 

medical and nursing students 
who oft en use the facilities at the 
Foothills Hospital.

However, these increases were 
not communicated to nursing or 
medical students.

Th ird-year U of C nursing stu-
dent and Students’ Union faculty 
of nursing representative Riley 
Simister said he was disappoint-
ed that the adjustments to park-
ing rates were not communicated 
to U of C students.

“Th ere was no way of letting 
us know that there were going to 
be increases. Th ere was no way 
of indicating to students that the 
prices were going up — no email, 
no notifi cation,” said Simister. 

As it currently stands, medical 
and nursing students have to pay 
the same rates as all medical cen-
tre users. 

Nursing students have to be 
at the Foothills Campus twice a 
week. According to Simister, the 

parking fees add up quickly.
“We are struggling for parking 

here at the U of C, and that’s $5. 
It’s sucky, but it’s an easier pill to 
swallow than $13 a day,” said Si-
mister. “Th e deals and discounts 
that the hospital off er do very 
little to assist people who spend 
a lot of time there.”

Th ough there are no plans to 
increase the maximum price per 
day at this time, Simister said 
that the prices are still extremely 
high and pose a barrier to ev-
eryone who uses or visits the 
hospital.

“Parking at the hospital is al-
ready at such an astronomical 
level. We’re paying $13 a day for 
premium parking,” said Simister. 
“For students and staff  and even 
patients and people going to visit 
their families and friends at the 
hospital, $13 is a huge crunch.”

To comment on this story 
visit thegauntlet.ca



8  M A R C H  1 4 ,  2 0 1 3  G AU N T L E T  N E W S

Michael Grondin
News Editor

On March 1, 2013, Shire 
Canada Incorporated 
launched a new scholar-

ship to assist adults with Attention 
Defi cit Hyperactivity Disorder 
who are pursuing a post-second-
ary education.

Th is scholarship is the fi rst of its 
kind in Canada and will be off ered 
to students in Ontario, Quebec 
and Alberta.

Shire Canada is a subsidiary of 
Shire International, a health-care 
organization that helps individu-
als with life-altering health condi-
tions.

Th e scholarship will give fi ve 
students with ADHD $1,500 and 
one year of coaching and special-
ized ADHD tutoring services. Th e 
deadline to apply for the scholar-
ship is March 27, 2013.

President and executive director 
of the Centre for ADHD Awareness 
Canada Heidi Bernhardt said that 
ADHD is a large problem that is dif-
fi cult to diagnose and treat.

“ADHD is a neurobiological dis-
order that, in most cases, is ge-
netic,” said Bernhardt. “Th e three 
core symptoms are inattention, but 
more correctly it’s diffi  culty regu-
lating attention, hyperactivity and 
impulsivity.”

She said that helping post-sec-
ondary students with ADHD is im-
portant.

 “It’s really in the last 15 years 
that adult ADHD has come to the 
forefront,” said Bernhardt. “We 

used to think that children out-
grew ADHD in their adolescence. 
We know that for about 60 per cent 
of children with ADHD, that is not 
the case.”

Bernhardt said that ADHD nega-
tively aff ects students’ ability to 
learn.

“It’s being able to pay atten-
tion, stay focused, stay on task for 
lengths of time, diffi  culty in stay-
ing focused on the teacher when 
the lesson is being taught, so their 
mind doesn’t wander or shut off . 
Th ey will fi nd that frequently they 
miss a lot of the instruction,” she 
said.

Bernhardt said that funding for 
ADHD is sometimes diffi  cult to 
fi nd.

“We very rarely get any type of 
funding for students, children and 
even adults with ADHD,” said Ber-
nhardt.

Bernhardt said the specialized, 
one-on-one tutoring students re-
ceive will be very benefi cial.

“While the $1,500 is nice, a year 
of coaching is of huge benefi t to 
students in post-secondary and 
will set them up to be successful,” 
said Bernhardt. “We know that 
for people with ADHD, what is ex-
tremely important is that they get 
into a career that interests them, 
pushes their buttons where they 
get excited and can actually shine.”

She hopes that the program ex-
pands to other parts of Canada and 
continues in the future.

Scholarship to assist 
adults with ADHD

Memorial for Margo Husby
Riley Hill
News Assistant

An on-campus memorial ser-
vice will be held for University of 
Calgary professor Margo Husby on 
March 20 from 7–9 p.m. in Craigie 
Hall C Room 105. 

Husby passed away on Feb. 13 
aft er a month-long battle with the 
H1N1 virus. She was 64 years old. 

Her death was the fi rst H1N1 
death in Calgary since 2009.

Husby fi rst came to the U of C 
as a mature student, studying as an 
undergraduate in communications 
studies. She eventually received 
her PhD in philosophy and worked 

as a professor in the department of 
communications and culture. 

Husby was completing her 
fourth degree, a Master of Social 
Work, at the time of her death.

“Husby was an inspired teacher 
and friend to everyone in the com-
munications and culture depart-
ment and the arts faculty,” stated a 
U of C press release.

Th e U of C has set up the 
Margo Husby Mature Student 
Scholarship. Th e scholarship 
will be awarded to students who 
write essays on the subject of 
compassion.

For more information visit 
netcommunity.ucalgary.ca/margohusby.

For more information 
visit shireadhdscholarship.com

WANT TO BE A REPORTER?

GAUNTLET NEWS
NEWS@THEGAUNTLET.CA
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Coming home by coming out 

Sean Sullivan
Gauntlet Entertainment

This year, scripts have been 
tossed out as perform-
ers draw on their personal 

stories and experiences for the 
University of Calgary’s fourth an-
nual Coming Out Monologues, 
presented by U of C’s Leadership 
and Student Engagement from 
March 13–16.

Th e Coming Out Monologues, 
inspired by Eve Ensler’s Th e Va-
gina Monologues, began at the 
University of California, River-
side in 2007. It was picked up by 
Texas A&M University in 2008, 
and soon many cities in Canada 
and the United States began host-
ing their own events. 

It was the sense of community 
that appealed to Nolan Hill, the 
event’s social media co-ordinator, 
when he attended the Coming 
Out Monologues at the U of C last 
year. He found the performances 
inspiring during a time when he 
was working to accept himself as 
part of the LGBTQ community.

“Th e monologues are a celebra-
tion of diversity, community and 
individuals as who they are, no 
matter what letter of the alphabet 
you identify with,” says Hill, who 
will be performing at the Coming 
Out Monologues for the fi rst time 
this year. “It’s just an exciting op-
portunity to be able to come to-
gether with other individuals in 
the community and be able to cel-
ebrate who you are without having 
to worry about any sort of judge-
ment or scrutiny.”

Hill’s monologue, titled “D(i)-
ff erent,” is about his experience 
dealing with teasing, bullying and 
name calling while growing up, 
and how he never identifi ed with 
the names he was called.

“Identifying as bisexual is where 
I ended up,” says Hill. “I realized 
that it is something diff erent — it’s 
diff erent than the norm, it’s dif-
ferent than straight, it’s diff erent 
than what I was called through-
out elementary, junior high and 
high school — but that diff erence 
is OK.”

Daniel Sadler, another fi rst-time 

performer, says he wanted to per-
form something not too serious 
while being very relatable, and de-
veloped a story about coming out 
to his brother. 

“It started out as kind of impor-
tant to me in discovering myself 
and building the community but 
then my family found out and 
made it a big deal,” says Sadler.

His extended family is traveling 
from Edmonton to watch him per-
form.

“I’m only on stage for 10 min-
utes but they decided it’s worth a 
three-hour drive to come see me,” 
says Sadler. “Th ey want to support 
me in this because it’s their fi rst 
chance to try and understand what 
it meant to me to come out.”

Coming Out Monologues co-
ordinator Aleesha Bray says that a 
lot of audience members came up 
to her aft er the show last year and 
told her it felt like coming home.

“I thought that was the most 
positive feedback we could possi-
bly get,” Bray says.

Last year, the event had per-
formers ranging in age from 17 to 

76, and this year is no diff erent.
“Th ere are lots of diff erent ages 

and experiences,” says Bray. “I 
think that really changes a lot of 
the audience’s perceptions.”

Th is year, the Coming Out 
Monologues have a total of 25 per-
formers all performing original 
monologues, which Bray says is a 
really powerful and engaging ex-
perience.

“Our performances are re-
ally diff erent too,” says Bray. “We 
have spoken word, we have song, 
we have dance, we have a dad 
and daughter doing a monologue 
about the dad coming out to her 
when she was a teenager and then 
years later her coming out to him. 
We really have quite a variety of 
diff erent performances.”

Since both evenings of the Com-
ing Out Monologues sold out in 
advance last year, an additional 
night of performers has been add-
ed, along with the expansion of 
the event to include an education 
talk-back panel on March 16. Th e 
panel, hosted at the Taylor Fam-
ily Digital Library’s Gallery Hall 

at 11:00 a.m., is focused on inclu-
sive language. Bray says the panel 
is aimed at people in education, 
social work, medicine, sociology 
and psychology — students who 
will be working as counsellors, 
teachers and educators — so they 
can recognize discrimination or 
unintentionally discriminatory 
language.

Th e panel speakers will include 
Hill as a U of C student represen-
tative, as well as U of C professor 
Dawn Johnston, LGBTQ youth 
support specialist at Calgary 
Sexual Health Centre Lee Allard 
and sexual and gender minor-
ity youth education co-ordinator 
Nick Moore.

Th e Coming Out Monologues 
will be performed at the Boris 
Roubakine Recital Hall, with tick-
ets costing $10. Half of the pro-
ceeds from the shows will go to 
the Calgary Sexual Health Centre, 
helping to foster the city’s diverse 
and growing LGBTQ community. 

Th e Coming Out Monologues celebrate Calgary’s LGBTQ community

For more information on the Coming Out Monologues 
visit su.ucalgary.ca.

Evangelos Lambrinoudis II
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403.284.4968

Alaskan Pollock, North Pacific Cod or North Atlantic Haddock

Dancing like a pro
Sean Willett
Entertainment Editor

The show University of Cal-
gary dance students have 
been waiting for all year 

is fast approaching: Mainstage 
Dance 2013. Th is performance 
gives U of C dance students the 
chance to work with professional 
choreographers, preparing them 
for the rigour and challenge that 
comes with a career as a profes-
sional dancer.

Mainstage Dance 2013 will be 
performed from March 14–16 at 
the University Th eatre, with tick-
ets available for free for U of C 
students through the Claim Your 
Seat program. Dancers this year 
were choreographed by faculty 
members Michèle Moss, Wojciech 
Mochniej and Melissa Monteros, 
along with guest choreographer 
Tania Alvarado. Moss explains that 
Mainstage Dance has been an im-
portant part of the U of C’s dance 
department for decades, helping 
countless students get ready for ca-
reers as professional dancers.

“We’re not quite sure how long it 
has been going on, but it has been 
over 30 years, maybe closer to 40,” 
says Moss. “I performed in Main-

stage from 1980–84, and I know a 
bit of the event’s history because I 
lived it. It is a good opportunity for 
students to work with faculty who 
are also working professionals and 
creators.”

Moss says that the students are 
treated like professionals during 
the preparation for this show, and 
that they are expected to work like 
professionals.

“I don’t approach this much dif-
ferently than my other work,” says 
Moss. “My expectations are high, 
and for the most part the students 
really perform to the best of their 
ability and where they are in their 
process of developing their profes-
sional careers. I look at them and 
try to fi nd where their voice is, 
and the teacher in me also presents 
challenges for them that I hope will 
cause them to triumph and ascend.” 

Th is treatment means that the 
students are pushed to their limits. 
Chelsea Bleigh, one of the students 
choreographed by Alvarado, ex-
plains that it is nothing like what 
they are used to.

“It’s one thing to learn the ma-
terial, memorize it and put it on 
stage, and another to actually 
create that material,” says Bleigh. 
“Th e amount of work it takes is 

exponentially higher.”
Alvarado, who also choreo-

graphed a Mainstage piece in 
2008, hopes that her unique style 
of choreography will help give the 
students she works with a new per-
spective on dance.

“My biggest hope for them is 
for them to learn to work with 
diff erent choreographers and dif-
ferent processes,” says Alvarado. 
“My process is quite specifi c, so it 
is a huge learning opportunity for 
them to learn to work this way.”  

Using collaborative methods 
and improvisation, Alvarado 
worked closely with her students 
to develop a piece specifi cally for 
them. Chandler Smith, one of 

these students, says that this expe-
rience left  its mark.

“It really helped to work with 
[Alvarado],” says Smith. “She 
helped me develop my own cre-
ative process because she took 
a diff erent approach to choreo-
graphing that I had never seen be-
fore. It really helped my growth as 
a dancer.” 

Th e chance to perform at Main-
stage is one of the most important 
parts of any dance student’s time 
at the U of C, and will help set the 
groundwork for their emerging ca-
reers as professional dancers. 

“Many of us have had these piv-
otal experiences, whether you are 
performing or playing on a sports 

team, and they are so powerful,” 
says Moss.

For other students, Mainstage 
Dance 2013 presents a diff erent 
opportunity: the chance to expe-
rience an evening of exceptional 
dancing.

“Dancing is an amazing experi-
ence to come and watch because 
it has a connection to every per-
son,” says Bleigh. “It doesn’t matter 
where you come from or what you 
know, you are going to take some-
thing away from this if you come 
and see it. As a U of C student you 
get a free ticket, so come support 
your peers!”

Students work with professional choreographers at Mainstage Dance 2013

For more information on Mainstage Dance 2013 visit  
dance.ucalgary.ca.

Louie Villanueva

Students rehearse for choreographer Tania Alvarado’s contemporary dance routine.
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Film review: Oz the 
Great and Powerful

Matt Parkinson
Gauntlet Entertainment

It’s diffi  cult to see Oz the Great 
and Powerful as anything oth-
er than a corporate fi lm — a 

movie that was created simply 
because the studio behind it, Dis-
ney, knew it would make a ton of 
money at the box offi  ce. Th at’s how 
the trailers made it out to look and, 
aft er seeing it, those suspicions are 
confi rmed. 

Th is is a mostly lifeless produc-
tion, one that looks good but is 
almost exactly the same as 2010’s 
Alice in Wonderland. It is a bland, 
boring adventure movie about 
a person exploring a mysterious 
place while also fulfi lling some 
prophecy to destroy the villain 
who isn’t even that evil in the fi rst 
place. Replace Alice with the Wiz-
ard, Wonderland with Oz and the 
Queen of Hearts with a pair of evil 
witches and, according to Disney, 
you have a new movie. Th is might 
not be a huge issue, but Alice in 
Wonderland was fairly recent, 
meaning the similarities are even 
more obvious and frustrating.

Th is is compounded by the fact 
that Oz the Great and Powerful
is technically a prequel to MGM’s 
1939 fi lm Th e Wizard of Oz, mean-
ing it has to both set up and do that 
fi lm justice. It would almost be a 
relief for the fi lm to be released 
in a vacuum so that it could be 
judged strictly on its own merits 

— it wouldn’t seem like trudging 
through another Alice in Wonder-
land.

Surprisingly, Oz the Great and 
Powerful begins so well that I was 
prepared to call it the fi rst great 
fi lm of the year. Aft er some inter-
esting opening credits, the fi rst 
15 minutes are presented in black 
and white and in the 4:3 silent fi lm 
ratio, which makes it feel like the 
1939 fi lm. We meet our magician, 
Oz (James Franco), who works at 
a carnival performing tricks for 
gullible audiences. Aft er a show, 
he fi nds himself being chased by 
a couple of characters and, while 
escaping, he gets into a hot air bal-
loon that promptly heads straight 
into a twister. He begs for his life, 
is transported to the magical land 
of Oz and the fi lm gradually transi-
tions into colour and the more fa-
miliar widescreen aspect ratio.

In Oz, he learns that he’s a 
wizard that has been prophesied 
to arrive and save the kingdom 
from the evil witches (Rachel 
Weisz and Mila Kunis), with the 
help of a monkey (voice of Zach 
Braff ), a china doll (voice of Joey 
King) and the one good witch 
(Michelle Williams). He doesn’t 
believe himself to actually be the 
wizard of the prophecy, but since 
there’s gold involved he decides 
to follow his greed and begin the 
adventure. I imagined that this is 
exactly the path taken by the ex-
ecutives who green-lit this fi lm.

Th is is a very dull adventure 
fi lm. Most of the experience con-
sists of uninteresting characters 
either talking about nothing of im-
portance or walking to some des-
tination that won’t really matter. 
While Oz the Great and Powerful
does look fantastic, pretty visuals 
can only get you so far and, with 
this fi lm, they’re not far enough. 
Th ey also can’t distract from how 
terrible Franco is in the leading 
role. While the fi lm oft en takes a 
campy approach to the material, 
Franco seems lost alongside both 
the CGI and the live action actors. 
Weisz is the only actor who seems 
to acclimate herself well, absolutely 
killing the villain role she’s been 
assigned. It’s unfortunate that her 
character is relegated as the second 
fi ddle to Kunis’s character, who be-
comes the green Witch of the West 
in a way that looks far worse than 
the makeup and prosthetics of the 
original fi lm. 

It’s not that Oz the Great and 
Powerful is off ensively bad. It will 
pass the time, it will certainly keep 
the attention span of the children 
who will desperately want to see it 
and the way it wraps everything up 
at the end is clever. It just isn’t very 
exciting — it feels too familiar to 
a property that is only three years 
old and it doesn’t do the original 
fi lm justice. If you liked Alice in 
Wonderland, this is simply more of 
the same and you’ll probably enjoy 
it just as well.

courtesy Disney Pictures

James Franco 
dissapoints in this 

bland corporate 
cash-in.

Adventure!
Teach English Overseas
TESOL Certified in 5 Days
In-Class or Online  –  No degree Required!
1.888.270.2941
Job Guaranteed!
Next In-Class Course:  April 17 - 21

Travelodge University Hotel
2227 Banff Trail NW

www.globaltesol.com

Next Info Seminar:  Monday, April 8
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Spring Breakers — Th is is a movie 
about James Franco leading a group of 
bikini-clad women on a crime spree 
because there is no god.

Th e Incredible Burt Wonderstone — 
Steve Carell and Jim Carrey tread 
uncharted territory by making fun of 
Siegfried and Roy. Very topical.

Gears of War: Judgement — Th e game 
that kicked off  the beefy space-marine 
craze is back to show us all how it’s 
done. It’s going to suck.

Starcraft  II: Heart of the Swarm — 
Th is expansion to Blizzard’s beloved 
strategy game will please fans of games 
people take way too seriously. 

Th e 20/20 Experience — Beloved boy 
band member Justin Timberlake 
returns with a new album, and will 
inevitably disappoint everyone.

New this week

Showcase lets new artists take centre stage
Enactus Calgary’s smART program will be presenting their Emerge event in MacEwan Student Centre’s That Empty 
Space on March 15. A showcase of visual art and musical performances from artists across Calgary, Emerge will give 
upcoming artists experience with showcasing their work. The event will go from 12:00–5:00 p.m.

courtesy Diana Franco
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INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS.

IMMIGRATE TO CANADA PERMANENTLY.
The Canadian Experience Class program offers foreign graduates with Canadian work experience the opportunity to apply

and stay in Canada permanently. Visit immigration.gc.ca/cec for more details and see if you’re eligible.

ÉTUDIANTS ÉTRANGERS.

IMMIGREZ EN PERMANENCE AU CANADA.
Le programme de la catégorie de l’expérience canadienne offre aux diplômés étrangers ayant une expérience de travail au 

Canada la possibilité de faire une demande en vue d’habiter en permanence au Canada. Visitez le site immigration.gc.ca/cec

pour en savoir plus et pour voir si vous êtes admissible.

The Venezuelan President, 
Hugo Chavez, is dead. Th e 
former army offi  cer who 

rose to power following a 1998 
election has been lauded as the pa-
triot who freed the marginalized 
proletariat from the boots of cor-
porations and a corrupt, oligarchi-
cal government. He was also con-
demned as a tyrant who suff ered 
no slights, harassing and some-
times jailing political opponents, 
or as a bumbler who has left  the 
management of Venezuela’s abun-
dant energy reserves in shambles. 
How his legacy will eff ect the fu-
ture of Venezuelan oil will dictate 
the Venezuelan economy, as well 
as foreign economies, particularly 
here in Alberta. 

Th e Albertan government’s take 
on Chavez’s death will be interest-
ing and worth paying attention to 
when attempting to read the eco-
nomic winds. Conservatives have 
generally applauded the end of 
Chavez’s reign. However, Alberta 
is positioned for a more polar-
ized reaction because we share 
Venezuela’s dependence on oil 
to supply our infrastructure. Th e 
value Alberta is getting out of the 
oil sands is dropping and sev-
eral recent high-profi le disasters, 
such as the implosion of Suncor’s 
Voyageur project have companies 
scrambling to restructure. Th e ex-
halation of this “bitumen bubble,” 

alongside alleged Tory corruption 
will see Alberta over $2 billion in 
debt this year. 

Venezuela is in a similar mess. 
Chavez has been accused by many 
American media outlets of us-
ing the Petróleos de Venezuela 
S.A., Venezuela’s national energy 
company, as a piggy bank to fund 
failing socialist venture policies. 
Critics have complained that when 
Chavez nationalized Venezuela’s 
oil reserves, driving out corpora-
tions such as ExxonMobil, he suf-
focated profi ts and failed to attract 
talent in an industry that could 
have propelled the country to fi rst-
world status. Government inter-
ference in large revenue industries 
oft en causes political mayhem 
— many Albertans are still bitter 
about the National Energy Pro-
gram under Pierre Trudeau.  

Given Chavez’s intensely con-
frontational approach to Ameri-
can foreign policy — he referred to 
George W. Bush as a donkey and 
once called him the devil during a 
memorable UN address — accusa-
tions made regarding his energy 
policy must be taken with a grain 
of salt. But the numbers don’t lie — 
Petróleos de Venezuela is a sinking 
ship that was left  only 11 per cent 
of its total income to fund opera-
tions, compared to 17 and 29 per 
cent for Mexico and Brazil’s state-
owned corporations, respectively. 

Much of the money from Ven-
ezuela’s black gold has been si-
phoned to pay for health care, 
education and food subsidization 
programs. Th ese programs have 

had debatable success and the 
country is still in substantial debt. 
Even before Chavez’s body was 
cold, media speculators were hy-
pothesizing the eff ect his demise 
would have on global oil consump-
tion. 

If the new Venezuelan president 
has a similar ideology and contin-
ues imposing severe tariff s on oil 
exports, the American and Chi-
nese governments will continue to 
view Alberta with interest. If he is 
replaced with a capitalist, however, 
Alberta’s economy might experi-
ence deep incursions. Chavez has 
been sick for several years  — may-
be foreign fi nancial interests were 
waiting for him to die. 

In the short term, Venezuela will 
desire the expertise of Albertan 
companies if they want to mobi-
lize their unconventional oil sand 
reserves. Companies like Nexen, 
Suncor, Husky and ConocoPhil-
ips have been milking oil sands for 
decades and have valuable experi-
ence that Venezuelan engineers 
will need to take their project off  

the ground. While this could prove 
temporarily profi table for Alber-
tans and might even drag us out 
of a looming recession, we need to 
remember that heavy crude, which 
comprises the bulk of our reserves, 
is expensive to transmute. Th e 
price of oil necessary for process-
ing to be worthwhile fl uctuates 
at around $70 a barrel, depend-
ing on infl ation and technological 
streamlining. If Venezuela really 
gets their operation off  the ground, 
their abundance of both uncon-
ventional and conventional, easily 
mineable oil — of which they have 
the largest supply in the world — 
could drive prices below the ac-
ceptable markers for Albertan 
production, making it fi scally im-
possible to extract our own crude. 

Th e debate over what causes oil 
prices to rise and fall is both politi-
cally charged and diffi  cult to fully 
grasp given the amorphousness of 
pricing factors. Even in Alberta, 
some say that dropping oil prices 
can be attributed to insuffi  cient 
pipeline services. Others claim 

that the solution is to build refi n-
eries and stop shipping away our 
crude, which is oft en resold to us at 
an American premium. Th ere are 
counter arguments to the counter 
arguments — building refi neries 
is unfeasible because of Alberta’s 
labour shortage or increased sup-
ply to America is driving prices 
down by glutting the markets with 
product. China’s peaking growth 
and America’s renewed interest 
in its own unconventional energy 
sources will play important, un-
predictable roles during the indus-
try’s future shift s. 

Venezuela’s petroleum industry 
faces many of the same threats: 
fi ckle superpowers, transporta-
tion and logistical woes and a 
saturated buyer’s market. How 
they handle these problems will 
aff ect Alberta perhaps more than 
anticipated. Chavez’s death sug-
gests a new era for the future of 
Venezuela’s substantial energy 
stores, but that future will have 
to join a larger, more convoluted 
discussion.

Venezuela’s economic gambit
Chavez’s death could impact Alberta oil revenue

Tobias Ma
Gauntlet Opinions
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The world is teetering on 
the edge of an abyss. Th e 
earth’s average tempera-

ture has already increased by one 
degree Celsius since the begin-
ning of the industrial revolution 
and, at current emission levels, 
most scientists agree will increase 
by another degree in four or fi ve 
years. Th is increase in tempera-
ture will bring about droughts, 
fl oods, storms and mass extinc-
tions. 

Th e scale and severity of this 
problem calls for nothing less 
than a momentous display of 
courage and action to solve it. 
Th e only group with the vitality, 
freedom and will to answer such a 
call is us, the young people.

Some view this as a burden, 
but I view it as an opportunity. 
Never has there been a more real 
and more urgent invitation for 

heroism, and yet our generation 
seems uninterested.

Apathy, laziness, timidity and 
indecision are the most popular 
charges laid against us, but these 
charges are incorrect.

At lunch hour, a whole mob 
of students willingly strain their 
bodies at the gym. A multitude of 
diff erent sports teams carry out 
rigorous daily training programs. 
Hundreds of motivated students 
are cramped in every corner of 
the TFDL to study. Our generation 
is anything but apathetic, lazy, 
timid and indecisive.

Th e problem is not that our gen-
eration lacks courage and vitality, 
it is that we are putting our eff orts 
towards make-believe settings. We 
are spending all of our energy play-
ing sports, studying for tests and 
trying to win competitions when 
there are real, urgent problems that 
we should be working on.

If we directed only half of this 
energy towards solving the loom-
ing environmental crisis, we could 

save the world in less than a day.
So what are we waiting for? Now 

is the time to forget about awards 

and resumés and start talking to 
each other, start seeking the truth 
and start acting. Now is the time 

to fi nally use our courage towards 
solving a problem that really mat-
ters.

With the victory of Raphael Ja-
cob as the new Students’ Union 
president, I sincerely hope that 
money and time is applied to reno-
vate the main locker rooms at the 
University of Calgary. While a lot 
of money has been devoted to ren-

ovating MacEwan Student Cen-
tre, little to no eff ort has been put 
towards fi xing the locker rooms. 
Th ese rooms are decrepit, have old 
showers, horrifi c smelling bath-
rooms and, worst of all, many bro-
ken lockers. Week aft er week, no 

one fi xes these problems. Th is re-
sults in many people unable to use 
the facilities because they have no-
where to store their stuff . Although 
the U of C is resurfacing the main 
gym fl oor, they do not pay any at-
tention to the locker rooms, which 

are in much need of repair. Many 
people use these locker rooms, in-
cluding sports teams and perform-
ers from around the world. Th is 
is a crucial issue and the next SU 
administration should make a de-
voted eff ort to improve the facili-

ties that thousands of people use 
on a weekly basis. I implore the SU, 
Jacob and the student body to do 
the right thing.

Adam Strashok 
Second-year arts student

Letter: stinky locker rooms need the SU’s attention

Joey Maslen
Gauntlet Opinions

An opportunity for courage

E ver wonder why it’s so much 
cheaper to eat salty noodles 
than to satisfy your belly with 

hearty fresh vegetables and proteins? 
SU Volunteer Services and Meal 
Exchange have teamed up to present 
Hunger Week: Where does your 
garden grow?, a week of fun and 
educational events about food security 
and socially conscious cuisine. 

Join us on Monday between 11 
a.m. and 1 p.m. in the MSC north 

courtyard and check out Snack Pack 
In Mac.  Answer a question, decorate 
the wall, and enjoy a free snack pack.

U of C student expert Scott Weir 
presents a hugely popular workshop 
From Hand to Fork. Learn all about 
growing food and communities 
through urban agriculture on Tuesday 
at 2 p.m. in That Empty Space. 

On Wednesday, check out Nurture 
Your Opportunities for Growth in 
the MSC north courtyard from 11 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Let us take you around 
our city and the world to explore 
different sustainable and socially 
conscious food options.

For a look at food insecurity in 
Canada and how to trace your food 
footprint, drop by That Empty Space 
on Thursday in from 2 to 3 p.m. for 
What’s In Your System? 

Finally, it’s time to find out how all 
of our Hamper Project participants 
fared during their week living off of a 
hamper donated from the SU Campus 
Food Bank. Come participate in our 
panel discussion in That Empty Space 
from 12 to 1:30 p.m. Lunch will be 
provided. 

Hunger Week runs March 18 to 22 
in MacEwan Student Centre. Visit 
www.su.ucalgary.ca/hungerweek for 
these event details and more!

The Students’ Union is hiring!
Work on campus and gain real 
world experience in a variety of 
positions with the Students’ Union 
in 2013-14. We’re looking for Event 
Coordinators, Research Assistants, 
Program Assistants, Volunteer 
Program Coordinators and a Chief 
Returning Officer. Applicants 
must be undergraduate students 
and the application deadline is 
April 5. For more information, visit 
www.su.ucalgary.ca/employment.

Hayley Wade 
VP Student Life

Where does your garden grow? SU Volunteer Services’ Hunger Week 
begins March 18 in MSC

 Th e Students’ Union advertisement is provided by the su and published without Gauntlet editorial revision. 
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How to divert organic waste from landfills  
back to the earth

Have you ever thought about 
what happens to food you 
throw in the garbage? What 
happens when the food gets to 

a landfi ll? Canadians waste billions of dol-
lars a year in edible food. Th e Natural Re-
sources Defense Council estimates that 40 
per cent of food in the United States gets 
thrown out — this percentage is comparable 
for Canada. Although reducing food waste 
is another topic entirely, Canadians and Cal-
garians specifi cally need to think about what 
to do with the food that will be thrown out. 

Everything that goes into a landfi ll is 
meant to stay in the landfi ll for as long as 
human engineering can contain it. Once 
thrown into the garbage, organic matter and 
minerals in food will never leave. However, 
the City of Calgary estimates that 80 per 

cent of what ends up in a landfi ll could have 
been diverted. Th ey also estimate that over 
half of household garbage is compostable 
food and yard waste. 

Food and yard waste does not break 
down into a useful product because there 
isn’t any oxygen in a landfi ll. Th e organic 
matter and minerals will never be used to 
grow another plant. 

In the landfi ll, food and yard waste breaks 
down very slowly — if at all — in anaerobic 
conditions and releases methane. Landfi lls 
have ways of collecting methane, yet some 
escapes into the atmosphere. 

Food and yard waste adds a lot of water 
to the landfi ll. Th e water gets contaminated 
by the rest of the garbage in the landfi ll 
creating leachate — a toxic and poisonous 
substance. Leachate needs to be contained 
so that it doesn’t contaminate groundwater, 
yet all liners will leak — if not today, then 
sometime in the future.

However, there is a reasonable solution 
to the problem of fi lling landfi lls with or-
ganic waste: composting. 

Composting is a worthwhile activity 
because it improves food security by com-
pleting nature’s nutrient cycle and doesn’t 
create more toxins in landfi lls. Th e nutri-
ents in the food are essentially lost when 
they are put in a landfi ll. Composting re-
turns organic matter and minerals to the 
soil. When these products are composted, 
they create a benefi cial fertilizer. 

Suzanne Lewis writes in Composting for 
Canada that fi nished compost — also called 
humus — has all the macro and micronutri-
ents that plants need. Gardeners and farmers 
colloquially refer to it as black gold. 

So how can we compost? Diff erent ways 
to compost range from small-scale backyard 
composting to registered facilities, and meth-
ods include aerobic, anaerobic and worm 
composting. Not all composting requires 
worms — bacteria and other microorganisms 
can eff ectively break down organic matter. 

Th e City of Calgary has been running a pi-
lot composting program — a green cart pro-
gram —  in the communities of Abbeydale, 
Brentwood, Cougar Ridge and Southwood.

Th e program has been running for about a 
year and, in April, the managers of the pilot 
project will present the fi ndings of the pro-
gram to City Council. City Council will then 
vote whether a citywide composting program 
should be implemented.

Lindsay Loft house is a waste diversions 
specialist at the City of Calgary and she re-
ports that the pilot program is going very 
well.

“Residents are fi nding it very easy and 
convenient to use,” says Loft house. Th e pilot 
communities have seen a 40 per cent reduc-
tion in the amount of waste going into their 
black carts, the contents of which go to the 
landfi ll. 

“Pilot residents can reduce garbage sig-
nifi cantly,” says Loft house. “Th ey love see-

ing less garbage going out.” Th e managers 
of the pilot program are currently studying 
how much organic waste gets put into the 
green carts, as compared to how much still 
goes into black carts.

At fi rst, some residents were hesitant 
about the program, and they didn’t under-
stand why organic waste shouldn’t go in the 
landfi ll. 

“A lot of residents in pilot and non-pilot 
communities believe that it’s OK to put 
food and yard waste in the landfi ll because 
they think it breaks down and it’s not harm-
ful, but in fact there is methane and carbon 
dioxide released when they slowly break 
down over time,” says Loft house. 

Loft house says that one of the challenges 
of the program was educating residents on 
why the program is necessary, including 
what are the benefi ts of composting and 
what are the harmful eff ects from throw-
ing food waste in the landfi ll. Educators 
went out in the communities to spread the 
message, and as the pilot continued, the 
residents understood more and more about 
the purpose of the pilot and why it’s a good 
idea. Overall, residents are seeing a real en-
vironmental benefi t because the compost 
can be put back into the earth.

If this program becomes citywide, a new 
facility would have to be built to handle the 
volume of organic waste that would be col-
lected from Calgary residents. 

Composting

Th is week’s feature is 
the third in a four-
part series on food 
security. Th e fi rst 
part looked at a Ca-
nadian perspective, 
the second looked 
at organic farms in 

New Orleans. Th is week’s is about the benefi t 
of composting food waste. Stay tuned for how 
to reduce inorganic food waste next week. To 
see the previous articles or to comment on this 
story, visit thegauntlet.ca.   

FOOD

story and photos by Susan Anderson 

see COMPOSTING, page 18



Th is new facility might seem 
like unnecessary spending of tax-
payers’ money, but landfi lls cost a 
lot to build and operate too and 
they are quickly fi lling up. Th e 
City of Calgary reports that resi-
dents in and around Calgary don’t 
want a new landfi ll built near 
them, and many landfi ll develop-

ment permits are denied. Existing 
landfi lls shouldn’t be full of prod-
ucts that could have been turned 
into something else.

 Residents were surveyed three 
times over the course of the pro-
gram. Currently, 91 per cent of 
pilot-community residents sup-
port the pilot program becoming 
citywide, which Loft house says 
is very strong support. Addition-
ally, 89 per cent of residents are 
satisfi ed with the pilot program. 
Loft house also says that a lot of 
residents may not have supported 
it at the beginning but they have 
changed their mind and would 
now advocate it going forward. 

University of Calgary students 
may have noticed the compost 
bins in MacEwan Student Centre. 
Scott Weir, Students’ Union vice-
president operations and fi nance, 
says the SU tried doing their own 
composting, but they would have 
needed many massive tanks, 
which would freeze up in the win-
ter. Th e volumes of organic waste 
couldn’t be composted reason-
ably, so sending the organic waste 
to a facility was easier.

“Th e facilities work better any-
way because they break down 
everything,” says Weir. He says fa-
cilities can take a certain amount 
of garbage that is contaminating 
the compost, but aft er a point 
they will not accept compost from 
a place with a lot of contaminates. 
So students at the U of C need to 
know what is compostable and 
what is not, which is why the 
compost educator program was 
brought in — “to make sure we’re 

doing the best we can to just get 
compost,” says Weir. 

To help reduce the need to sort 
compostable materials from non-
compostable, organic clamshells 
have been used in MSC since Sep-
tember 2011, and  compostable 
cutlery was brought in this January. 

“Most of the vendors have been 
pretty onside with it,” says Weir. 
Eventually, the use of compostable 
cutlery and clamshells will be part 
of the leases the SU makes with ven-
dors, but currently vendors have to 
be willing to switch to compostable 
food containers and cutlery. 

Weir says that the transition to 
compostable cutlery was pretty 
smooth. However, some vendors 
bought biodegradable cutlery in-
stead of compostable, and didn’t 
know or didn’t care about the dif-
ference between the two terms. 

“Th ey thought it was composta-
ble. Th ey thought that’s what they 
were supposed to have, but it was 
actually just biodegradable,” says 
Weir. 

So what is the diff erence be-
tween biodegradable and com-
postable? Biodegradable means 
that the product will simply break 
down. Yet there aren’t any rules 
around the term because it could 
break down in 1,000 years, it could 
break down to something harmful, 
it could just break down to smaller 
pieces. 

“Compostable means that it will 
break down in a set amount of time, 
given a set environment to base ele-
ments, and to something that’s safe 
for the environment,” says Weir. 

Weir also explains that, a lot of 

the time, the biodegradable prod-
uct breaks down to something that 
is actually more harmful for the 
environment than before it broke 
down. Th e term biodegradable 
shows corporate “green washing,” 
meaning companies will try to ap-
pear environmentally-friendly by 
having biodegradable products.  

“It’s cheaper to make biodegrad-
able stuff , but at the same time 
there’s no benefi t to it really,” says 
Weir. 

When the SU was trying to fi nd 
compostable cutlery, Weir oft en 
found that the companies off er-
ing biodegradable products didn’t 
know the diff erence between the 
two terms. Some companies would 
say, “this product is 75 per cent 
biodegradable,” and think that’s 
what the SU wanted to use in MSC. 

When choosing between com-
postable cutlery, the SU has to 
balance cost with availability and 

whether they are able to buy in 
bulk. With these limitations, most 
of the vendors in MSC go through 
one or two sources.

Compostable cutlery does cost 
more than plastic — where plastic 
might approximately cost one cent 
per four pieces of cutlery, com-
postable cutlery might cost one 
cent per piece. Vendors were al-
lowed to raise their prices up to 10 
cents to compensate. 

“Th e cost is still very minimal, 
but it is more,” says Weir. 

Th e SU would like to bring in 
compostable cups next, yet Weir 
has found two big problems with 
this plan. Th e fi rst is branding 
because the Pepsi cups are in the 
contract the SU has with Pepsi, and 
the change would currently have 
to come from Pepsi. Th e second 
problem is that there aren’t a lot of 
diff erent-sized cups on the market 
that are both brandable and  com-
postable. However, the SU found 
the same issue with compostable 
cutlery a few years ago. Weir not-
ed that the supply of compostable 
cutlery on the market has changed 
a lot in the past few years, and he 
hopes that the market will change 
in terms of compostable cups too. 
Tim Hortons cups, when the lid is 
removed, are compostable. 

 Although the SU has looked at 
plastics 1–7 recycling, the hard-
est part about that program is the 
need to wash plastic recyclables. 
With compostable cutlery and 
containers, everything can go into 
the compost bins. 

So where does all this collected 
compost go? Neil Wiens is the 
owner of Bio-Cycle Nutrient So-
lutions Limited, which operates a 
registered Class 1 composting fa-
cility north of Strathmore, Alberta. 
Th e facility has been established 
since 1997, but Wiens has owned 
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Composting, continued from page 17
What can go in green carts:

“A lot of residents in 
pilot and non-pilot 
communities be-
lieve that it’s OK to 
put food and yard 
waste in the landfi ll 
because they think 
it breaks down and 
it’s not harmful, but 
in fact there is meth-
ane and carbon di-
oxide released when 
they slowly break 
down  over  time,”
— Lindsay Lofthouse, 

waste diversion specialist



G AU N T L E T  F E AT U R E S  M A R C H  1 4 ,  2 0 1 3   1 9

it for the past year and a half. Th e 
facility can handle 20,000 metric 
tonnes of product a year. Organic 
waste from both Calgary’s pilot 
green cart program and MSC goes 
out to the facility. Bio-Cycle has 
processed about 2,500 tonnes from 
the four pilot communities, and 
approximately 200 tonnes from 
MSC. 

Like landfi lls, the composting 
facility charges a tipping fee at the 
gate. And although Wiens is legally 
allowed to accept anything organ-
ic, he has to be mindful of the bal-
ance of bacteria. 

Being a Class 1 facility, Bio-Cy-
cle can accept food waste, biosolids 
and agri-food processing waste. A 
Class 2 facility can only accept ma-
nure and plant matter. 

“Because it is a registered facil-
ity, it has an impermeable base. I 
have water catch basins, I have six 
water-drain wells around the facil-
ity, which we keep tabs on, so I do 
check oft en that we’re not doing 
anything [harmful],” says Wiens. 
“My main environmental concern, 
personally, is the odor — to make 
sure that I’m composting right so 
that I don’t odor out my neigh-
bours.”

Th ere are some challenges to op-
erating these facilities throughout 

North America. “Th e majority of 
people fi gure out they can com-
post but they forget that they have 
to market the product on the back 
end and, in general, the majority of 
them end up getting shut down be-
cause they turn into a landfi ll be-
cause they bring everything in and 
forget to take it out,” says Wiens. 

Wiens said he has no problem 
marketing his fi nished compost — 
95 per cent of the product from his 
facility goes to agriculture, mean-
ing back to farmers’ fi elds. 

“I grow food with the food that 
we just composted,” says Wiens. 

Weins noted that organic food 
waste is one of the main products 
going into landfi lls today.  

“I think we should be compost-
ing a lot more,” says Wiens. “I’m 
not sure why we don’t do more of 
it, to be honest.” He explained that 
composting isn’t very hard if you 
have a little bit of expertise and 
skill. 

I started my own worm bin last 
September because I was curious 
about the benefi ts of composting. 
My worms are still alive and thriv-
ing and I have learned how to bal-
ance the environment in the bin. 
If you can get over the ‘ick factor,’ 
worms make great pets, especially 
for students because you can forget 

about them for a week if midterms 
take over your life. And unlike 
most pets, their food is free. 

Th e worms are vegans, meaning 
that you can’t feed them meat, fats, 
milk products, whole eggs, sugars 
and inorganic materials. But the 
worms are great at handling veg-
etable scraps. Th e bin doesn’t smell 
unless the material compresses to 
a point that no oxygen is getting 
to it and anaerobic decomposition 

starts. Flies and other decompos-
ers might want to share in the food, 
but freezing all the food before-
hand greatly reduces the amount 
of fl ies. I would recommend do-
ing some research before starting 
a worm bin, but it is a manageable 
task that will teach you about how 
nature takes care of waste. 

For his own worm bin, Weir col-
lects compostable food, blends it 
in a food processor, freezes it and 

then unthaws it for the worms. 
With a little education, Calgar-

ians can embrace composting for 
what it is: a way to allow the natu-
ral nutrient cycle to continue, and 
an easy way to reduce the amount 
of organic material being lost to 
landfi lls and the amount of toxins 
reaching the environment from 
landfi lls. Putting organic waste in 
landfi lls is harmful, and the alter-
native is very attractive.
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Dinos downed in gold-medal finals
Richard Goldberger
Gauntlet Sports • @RGoldberger

The University of Calgary 
women’s hockey team was 
defeated at the hands of 

the Université de Montreal Cara-
bins in the Dinos’s attempt to de-
fend their national championship  
title on March 2 in Toronto by a 
score of 3–2. It was the fi rst Cana-
dian Interuniversity Sport title in 
program history for the Carabins. 
Despite the remarkable eff orts the 
defending champions made in the 
fi nal game, the Dinos’s labours ul-
timately fell short and they failed 
to capitalize on several opportu-
nities to pull away from their op-
ponents. 

Th e tournament included the 
champions from all three CIS 
conferences, the host school and 
the second-place team from the 
Canada West conference. On 
the opening day of the six-team 
tournament, the Dinos soundly 
defeated the Atlantic Conference 
champions and second-ranked 
St. Francis Xavier University X-
Women 4–0. Th e Dinos’s three 
power-play goals were the story of 

the game and the team ultimately 
proved their superiority by out-
shooting the X-Women 45–17. 
Dinos goalie Amanda Tapp was 
confi dent in game one and earned 
what would be the only shutout of 
the entire tournament. 

“Tapp played really strong. 
When she’s in we have a really 
good chance to win so we just 
have to keep playing as hard as we 
can to back her up,” said captain 
Tanya Morgan aft er the fi rst game. 
Morgan had a goal and two assists 
in the opener.

With the win, the Dinos were 
granted Friday off  and awaited 
Queen’s University Golden-Gaels 
on Saturday aft ernoon. “We’ve 
never played them before but I 
think every team here is ready for 
every game — we’re expecting a 
hard battle but we’re ready to go,” 
said Morgan.

Saturday’s game saw the Dinos 
defeat the Golden-Gaels 5–4 in 
overtime. Queen’s — coming off  
of a 2–1 overtime loss to St. FX 
the previous night — were slug-
gish throughout the fi rst two pe-
riods against the well-rested U 
of C squad, allowing the Dinos 

a 4–1 lead heading into the fi nal 
period. Th e Dinos only needed 
to reach overtime to secure their 
spot in the national championship 
game on Sunday night. Already 
with goals from Iya Gavrilova and 
Haley Wickenheiser, Stephanie 
Ramsey and Erika Mitschke both 
netted goals 33 seconds apart 
in the middle of the second and 
seemed poised going into the fi nal 
frame. 

However, the Dinos surren-
dered three goals in the fi nal 
10 minutes of the third period, 
which included the Queen’s tying 
goal with only 15 seconds remain-
ing in regulation. Regardless, the 
Dinos had guaranteed their spot 
in the championship game.

“At the end of the day, we didn’t 
follow the game plan that we put 
together today, but it’s a lesson 
learned,” said Dinos head coach 
Danielle Goyette. “When we play 
with speed and we share the puck 
that’s when we’re eff ective as a 
team. I feel we did that part of the 
game but not all of it, and that’s 
why we fi nished the way we fi n-
ished — we had to fi nish together 
for 60 minutes.”

Gavrilova eventually scored her 
second of the game on the power 
play, four minutes into overtime, 
avoiding what would have been 
a humiliating come from behind 
loss. 

“Gavrilova is a gift ed player, she 
has good hands and she played 
perfectly for our advantage,” said 
Goyette. “We played our game to-
day. As a team, if you want to be 
successful you need to have your 
best players to be the best players 
and they did that today, and we 
needed them today — they came 
out hard.”

Ramsey was named player of 
the game as she recorded a goal 
and an assist in the second period.

With the win, the Dinos locked 
their spot with the Pool A win-
ners Montreal for the gold-medal 
game. Th e top-ranked Carabins 
qualifi ed for their second-con-
secutive tournament fi nal aft er 
eliminating the McGill Martlets 
and joined the U of C as the only 
returning teams from last year’s 
championships in Edmonton. 
With wins over the hosts the Uni-
versity of Toronto Varsity Blue 
and University of British Colum-

bia Th underbirds, a rematch from 
last year’s gold-medal game was 
secured. 

However, it was the Carabins 
who would taste revenge in the 
gold-medal game, handing the 
Dinos a crushing 3–2 loss and a 
silver medal. Th e Dinos’s inability 
to fi nd the back of the net in the 
second half of the game ultimate-
ly allowed Montreal’s spectacular 
defence to settle in and control 
the pace of the game.

“We had ups and down this year, 
but the players put everything on 
the ice tonight and I’m proud the 
way they played,” said Goyette 
following the loss. “When I look 
back on the way we fi nished the 
season as a team, that’s the most 
important thing. Th e sad thing is 
that for some players it’s their last 
game and it’s always more fun to 
fi nish on a positive note.”

Th e Dinos were without the 
service of Wickenheiser in the 
gold-medal game as she suff ered 
a lower-body injury from Satur-
day’s game against Queen’s. For-
wards Sinead Tracey and Stepha-
nie Zvonkovic scored the two 

Richard Goldberger

see HOCKEY, page 23



Taylor McKee 
Sports Editor • @TaylorMcKee_

With a second-place fi n-
ish in the Canada West 
Final Four, the Uni-

versity of Calgary Dinos women’s 
basketball team is off  to Regina for 
the Canadian Interuniversity Sport 
Final Eight on March 15–17. 

On March 17, 2012, the Dinos 
shocked the CIS by defeating the 
number-one ranked University 
of Regina Cougars in front of a 
raucous home crowd during the 
2011–12 national championships. 

Th e win was signifi cant because 
the Dinos — eliminated in the fi rst-
round of the Canada West playoff s 
— were only eligible to play in the 
tournament because they were the 
host team. Th e Dinos would fi nish 
the tournament in fourth place, 
but their performance was an un-
questionable success. 

However, at the start of the 
2012–13 season, whatever mo-
mentum gained from that win 
was stalled by the uncertainty of 
a new head coach, Damian Jen-
nings. Th is would be the fi rst new 
head coach for the Dinos in over a 
decade as Jennings replaced iconic 
head coach Shawnee Harle, who 
retired aft er the 2011–12 season. 

To the surprise of many, the 
Dinos parlayed their stunning up-
set last season into one of the best 

regular seasons in program his-
tory, fi nishing with 19 wins and 
only three losses. Th e performance 
of the Dinos earned Jennings CW 
coach of the year honours and 
guard Tamara Jarrett earned CW 
defensive player of the year. 

Heading into the CW Final Four, 
the Dinos were the number-one 
seed — meaning for the fi rst time 
since 1991, the Dinos would host 
the tournament themselves. On 
March 1, the Dinos rallied from as 
much as 15 points down to beat the 

University of Alberta Pandas to ad-
vance to the CW fi nals while earning 
a berth in the CIS Final Eight by be-
ing one of the fi nal two CW teams. 

Th eir opponent in the CW fi nal 
was the same squad that they had 
eliminated from the national tour-
nament last season, the U of R Cou-
gars. Th e Dinos were absolutely sty-
mied n the CW fi nal game on March 
2. Held to their lowest point total 
of the entire season, the Dinos lost 
53–137 and left  the CW Final Four 
with an impressive — albeit bitter-

sweet — silver medal. 
“We didn’t play our game today,” 

said Jarrett post-game. “Maybe we 
let the pressure get to us but we 
have to get back to the way we play: 
up-tempo and fast-paced.”

“We are going to get back to the 
drawing board and make sure we 
tighten things up,” said assistant 
coach Jackson Parker. Th e Dinos 
were unable to contain the Cou-
gars off ence, which is one of the 
best in the country. “I think the girls 
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1–2
The head-to-head record 
of the Dinos versus the 
University of Regina 
Cougars this season

22
Years since the Dinos 
hosted the CW Final Four

13.3
Average number of steals 
the Dinos generate per 
game in 2012–13.

1989
The last time the Dinos 
won a CIS women’s bas-
ketball championship

Road to redemption runs through Regina

The Gauntlet Cooking 
Supplement

needs writers 
to review recipes. 

Vegetarian, gluten-free,
breakfast and dessert are

some of theoptions.

For more information 
and to sign up

for a review, please contact
feature@thegauntlet.ca
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JENNA WESTWAY
Dinos Track & Field

TIANNA RISSLING
Dinos Swimming

VARSITY 
PHARMACY
MSC -0100

Jenna Westaway came away from the 
Canada West Championships as not 
only the Female Rookie of the Year 
award, but also as the Female 
Outstanding Track Performer. She 
won the 600m run byjust 0.01 seconds 
and would later win a second gold 
with her 4x400m relay team, helping 
break a 29-year-old record in the 
process. On Day 1, the rookie also 
earned a silver in the 1000m run. She 
was also named the CIS Rookie of the 
Year at the CIS Championships. 

Tianna Rissling was a star performer 
for the Calgary Dinos at the CIS 
Swimming Championships. In her first 
championships, the rookie won four 
individual medals over the course of 
the meet and that earned her CIS. 
Rookie of the Year honours. The 
Redcliff native went on to set a new 
CIS Championship record in the 400m 
IM with a time of 4:37.81. She also 
won a gold medal in the 50m 
breaststroke.

Fabian Mayer
Gauntlet Sports • @FGMay

On March 9,  the Univer-
sity of Calgary captured 
their fourth women’s 

track and fi eld Canadian Inter-
university Sport championship 
title. Th e Dinos won the meet, 
held in Edmonton, by a margin of 
just three and a half points with 
the battle for the banner coming 
down to the last event of the com-
petition.

Th e U of C needed a bronze-
medal fi nish or better in the de-
ciding 4x400-metre relay to edge 
out the University of Toronto 
Varsity Blues for the title. In the 
end, the squad captured the silver 
medal in the event.

Th e Dinos have also won a CIS 
title in 1987, 1991 and 2007. In 
2013, the Dinos dominated the 
Canada West conference, win-
ning a CW title.

Captain of the team Kelsey 
Lawton ran the second-leg for the 
relay team that wound up clinch-
ing the competition.

“I don’t think I’ve ever been 
that nervous before, suddenly 
you don’t just have three people 
riding on your run, you’ve got 23 
people praying for it to come to-
gether,” said Lotwin. “It just came 
down to making sure we had a 
nice, clean race with good hand 

off s and we ended up doing above 
and beyond what we needed to 
and got second.”

Th e championship was espe-
cially meaningful for Lotwin as 
this was her last chance at win-
ning a national title.

“I came to this school because 
they won the year before I showed 
up. Th at was one of the deciding 
factors for me to come to the Di-
nos,” said Lotwin.

Lotwin credited the team dy-
namic as well as some outstand-
ing performances as keys to mak-
ing it an extremely successful 
weekend.

“It was probably the best expe-
rience I’ve had as a team, and not 
even just winning the trophy but 
watching the girls and the energy 
on the track was amazing,” said 
Lotwin.

Head coach Doug Lamont said 
he knew that the meet was going 
to be close between the three top 
teams. Calgary entered the com-
petition ranked third behind the 
Guelph University Gryphons and 
the U of T.

“On any given day any one of 
those three teams could win the 
championship. It just depends on 
what you do on that day. Our girls 
performed at the peak of their 
abilities and just happened to hit 
it on the right day and that’s what 
won it for us,” said Lamont. 

Being at the helm of the win-
ning team earned Lamont coach 
of the year honors but he down-
played the individual award.

“It’s really not so much what I 
do, it’s a recognition of the entire 
coaching staff  and my feelings are 
that it just confi rms that the Uni-
versity of Calgary has one of the 
best coaching staff s of the coun-
try,” said Lamont.

Earlier on the fi nal day of com-
petition, Rachel Machin won gold 
in the high jump, beating out the 
number-one ranked high jumper 
from Trinity Western University.  
Machin had already won a silver 
in the 60-metre hurdles and a 
gold medal in the long jump on 
the second day of competition. 
On the fi rst day of the CIS fi nals, 
Machin won silver in the entath-
lon with the U of C’s Rachel Mc-
Intosh winning gold.

Jenna Westaway won a silver 
medal in the 600-metre fi nals, a 
silver in the 1000-metre fi nals 
and was also a member of the sil-
ver-medal-winning 4x400-metre 
team. 

Coach of the year was just one 
many awards won by various 
members of the team at the meet 
and throughout the year. Jenna 
Westaway won CIS track athlete of 
the year and Rachel Machin took 
home female athlete of the meet 
honours. 

Titans of track and field
Women’s track and fi eld capture fourth-ever CIS title

courtesy David Moll



Dinos goals, both of which were 
assisted from Dinos player of the 
tournament Iya Gavrilova. Gavr-
ilova was undoubtedly the Dinos’s 
best player in Toronto, recording 
three goals and three assists in the 
three games played. 

“We really stuck together and 
played as a team today, but it just 
wasn’t our game night. Some pe-
riods we outplayed them but just 
couldn’t get the puck in the net,” 
said Gavrilova. “Of course we 
wanted to get fi rst place — it’s 
what we were going for from the 
beginning. I think the whole team 
just played spectacular, especially 
this tournament. We stuck to the 
plan and played as a team.”

Calgary surrendered two of the 
three Carabins goals in the fi nal 
minute of the fi rst and second 
periods — the fi rst goal with only 
23 seconds remaining in the fi rst 
period and the third goal with 
only 24 seconds remaining in the 
second period. Aft erwards, the 
Montreal defence shut the Dinos 
off ence down entirely.

“Th ings like that are going to 
happen. We’re going to win and 
lose as a team and that’s what we 
talked about — no matter what 
happens on the ice we have to play 
for each other and go shift  by shift , 
minute by minute,” said Goyette. 

St. FX eventually won the 
bronze with a win over host U of 
T, while the CW champions UBC 
squad fi nished in fi ft h, defeat-
ing the winless Queen’s. Despite 
their fi ft h-seeded ranking enter-
ing their second national cham-
pionship tournament, the Dinos 
had one of the best regular season 
records in the country, which was 
only one of the many successes of 
the 2012–13 campaign.

Th e Dinos were dominant 
throughout the regular season, 
posting a 23–4–1 record before 
winning an additional seven 
games in the CW playoff s and CIS 
Championships. Ranked number 
two in the country for the major-
ity of the season, the Dinos se-
cured home-ice advantage in the 
CW playoff s. 

Th e Dinos also had four play-
ers named to the 2012–13 CW 
women’s hockey all-star roster as 
Wickenheiser, Ramsay and Gavr-
ilova were all named fi rst-team 
all-stars, while Tapp was named 
to the second team. 

Th is year, the future hockey 
hall-of-famer Wickenheiser was 
named the CW women’s hockey 
player of the year for the second 
time in the past three seasons as 

a result of her unprecedented to-
tal of 115 points in 53 conference 
games since 2010. 

Morgan was awarded the Stu-
dent-Athlete Community Service 
Award for her outstanding aca-
demic achievements in addition 
to being recognized for her ex-
tensive involvement in the hockey 
community. Furthermore, aft er 
being named a fi rst-team all-star 
at the CIS fi nals, Gavrilova was 
named to the Russian national 
team for next year’s Olympics in 
her home country. 

Despite the less-than-perfect 
fi nish, the 2012–13 season was 
remarkably successful and full of 
memorable moments. With the 
fi rst ever instalment of the Crow-
child Classic versus the Mount 
Royal Cougars at the Scotiabank 
Saddledome, the Dinos set one of 
the highest attendance records in 

CW women’s hockey history — a 
game that exhibited the strength 
of the Dinos program in a 5–2 
beating of their cross-town rivals. 

With the addition of Wicken-
heiser and Gavrilova over the past 
two seasons, the U of C women’s 
hockey program has had tremen-
dous recruiting classes the past 
three seasons. Senior players like 
Tanya Morgan, Elana Lovell, Erin 
Davidson, Melissa Zubick and 
Jennifer Mallard — who all played 
their fi nal games this past week-
end — have made such a substan-
tial impact to the Dinos hockey 
program in just four seasons at 
the CIS level. Th e opportunity to 
attract top players to the U of C 
has improved substantially due in 
part to the legacy that this team 
has left  on the ice, becoming one 
of the most elite programs in their 
conference and the country. 

G AU N T L E T  S P O RT S  M A R C H  1 4 ,  2 0 1 3   2 3

© 2013 H&R Block Canada, Inc. *Average is based on all student returns prepared at H&R Block in Canada for 2010 tax 
returns. The average refund amount calculated for students was over $1,100, cannot be guaranteed and varies based 
on each individual tax situa on. $2 .  valid for student tax prepara on onl . To ualif , student must present either 
i  a T2202a documen ng  or more months of full me a endance at a college or universit  during the applicable 

tax ear or ii  a valid high school I  card. tudents pa  $ .  for Complex remier return. xpires 12 31 2013. alid 
onl  at par cipa ng loca ons. Addi onal fees appl . C cards available at par cipa ng loca ons in Canada onl . 

ers ma  var , restric ons ma  appl . or full terms see www.spccard.ca.

With an average student return of $1000,  
at least taxes are painless.*

hrblock.ca | 800-HRBLOCK (472-5625)

8AM 
classe$ 
are 
painful.

$29.95 student pricing
& free SPC Card*

worked their tails off  on defence to-
day. We held a very good team to 53 
and that is something to be proud 
of.”

Aft er the loss in the CW fi nal, Jen-
nings was quick to point out that the 
loss was not indicative of the Dinos’s 
season so far. “We are disappointed 
today but that is 40 minutes of bas-
ketball in amongst a whole year of 
overachieving,” said Jennings. “Ul-
timately, we have been together for 
six months . . . I am just completely 
proud of what they have done until 
now and hopefully we can take the 
lessons we have learned today into 
the Final Eight.” 

Following the loss, the Dinos 
have had two weeks of practice time 
to prepare for the CIS fi nals in Re-
gina. Th is is valuable time to rest, 
recuperate and prepare to face off  
against the best teams in the nation 
— one of them being the host team 

and CW champion Cougars. 
When describing their season, 

both Jarrett and Jennings referenced 
“overachieving” as their preferred 
nomenclature. Th e Dinos are clearly 
embracing the role of the underdog, 
a niche that served them well in last 
year’s CIS Final Eight. However, no 
matter how the Dinos describe their 
own season, they will undoubtedly 
be disappointed if they do not im-
prove on last year’s fourth-place fi n-
ish. 

Jennings’s Dinos have earned 
their spot this year. Th e Dinos are 
no longer happy to be included in 
the discussion of the nation’s top 
women’s basketball programs, they 
want to make appearing in the Fi-
nal Eight a regular habit. Th ere is no 
better place to make a statement to 
the country than in the home court 
of the team that denied the Dinos 
a CW title.          

Finals, continued from 21Hockey, cont’d from 20
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I m a g i n a r y  A n o m a l y  —  M o r g a n  S h a n d r o

D u l y  N o t e d  —  C o n n o r  G o o d f e l l o w

L o t s  o f  B e a r s  —  E l i z a b e t h  S c o t t

D r i f t e r s  W i t h  Pe n c i l s  —  J a n  O n g
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