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This week’s Golden Spatula 
goes once again to Louie Vil-
laneuva, a dashing and cun-
ning rogue of a photographer 
who spent his teenage years 
hunting Somalian pirates. 
After almost running over a 
blue whale in his ocean lin-
er, Louie turned his lens onto 
a less dangerous but equally 
exciting opportunity: pho-
tography at the Gauntlet. 
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 Engineers show off  their designs, upcoming debate between 

provincial leaders and an update on Arabic courses, page 4. 

The last Gauntlet issue of 
the school year is when 
the outgoing editor-in-

chief is supposed to cry his or her 
heart out or, rather, do one fi nal 
hoorah. Usually, I’m not big on 
sentiment, but, in order to keep 
with tradition, brace yourselves 
for an utter spewing of my heart. 
Th is is a rare moment of insight 
into me, someone you have prob-
ably never heard of and probably 
don’t care about in the slightest. 
Regardless, only a year so incred-
ible warrants such a catharsis. 

I look back at my fi rst day on 
the job about a year ago when my 
shiny, new nameplate arrived and 
it feels like yesterday. People are 
keen on the adage about time fl y-
ing by when you’re having fun. 
Well, I would have to politely dis-
agree with this popular phrase. 
Time just fl ies by, no matter what 
kind of time you’re having. Th is 
became utterly clear to me during 
a drunken night at the Drum and 
Monkey trying to unwind aft er a 
particularly stressful week of ed-
iting the same stories fi ve-times 
over. I was regaling to a new-
found friend about how I was re-
cently single, when a good friend 
of mine sensitively informed me 
that I was “just single — not re-
cently.” Not all work nights ended 
in a drunken stupor, although 
many of them did, but another 
thing that struck me about my 
friend’s kind words is what a deep 
and lasting impact people have. 

Th e incredible friends that I’ve 
made this year have helped shape 
who I am. Th e Gauntlet’s editorial 

board fought literary wars with 
— and sometimes against — each 
other, but, in the end, we grew in-
credibly close.

Over the year I got another 
strong dose of the antidote that 
combats apathy and keeps my cu-
riosity in overdrive, which is the 

one thing that university actually 
teaches you: that you don’t know 
shit. But this is not to say that you 
should stop shoveling through 
the shit, because eventully you 
will get to the good stuff , the good 
people and the good experiences. 

It might sound cliché, but the 

most important thing I’ve learned 
this last year is to never take my-
self too seriously. Aft er a huge 
kick in the butt in Toronto at the 
Canadian University Press con-
ference, I began to relax a little 
— at the strip club over a few too 
many drinks — and I really began 
to enjoy my job. 

Initially I was too preoccu-
pied with trying to do everything 
rather than taking a step back to 
look at the bigger picture. It was 
through letting my guard down 
that I was able to walk into rooms 
with Students’ Union candidates 
who clearly disliked me; learn 
from spelling mistakes rather 
than dwell on them; openly ad-
mit distaste for the new Dinos 
logo; continue to work through 
sweat, blood and tears to work on 
the Gauntlet’s reputation despite 
negative feedback; and, most im-
portantly, form incredible rela-
tionships. 

Th rough the good times and 
bad, we’ve made our mark. And in 
the process, we’ve also made many 
memories.

So, as I near the end of my de-
gree, my advice to you is this: put 
your fi ngers in all the pies, even if 
they’re pumpkin. Try everything 
you can, get involved and make 
new friends. I swear — it’s worth it. 

From the wise words of Michael 
Grondin, whose Wu-Tang name 
is Arrogant Menace, “I exist,” and 
you should go out and exist a little 
too.

Erin Shumlich
Editor-in-Chief

Parting shots: Let loose a little

Louie Villanueva



campus quips
“Heading to 
Shuswap for
some water 
skiing.”
– Breyden Decock, 
third-year 
kinesiology

Interviews and photos: Michael Grondin

“BSD and for 
exams to be over.”
– Vee Huynh, 
third-year biology

“Going on a trip to 
Costa Rica with the 
Service Learning 
Program.”
– Clare Hickie, 
fi rst-year 
psychology 

“To start 
working for 
Wildfi re.”
– Dan Pound, 
third-year 
kinesiology

What are you excited about for the end of the school year?

Riley Hill
News Assistant

Arabic studies courses for fall 
2014 have been approved by the 
calendar approval sub-commit-
tee, a group that approves chang-
es to the University of Calgary 
course calendar. Th is approval 
follows an almost four-year eff ort 

to make the courses available at 
the U of C.

Students’ Union vice-president 
academic Kenya-Jade Pinto an-
nounced the changes during the 
Student Legislative Council on 
April 9. Pinto sits on the calendar 
approval sub-committee where 
the details of the implementation 
of the courses were decided. 

“At our last meeting, we ap-
proved the changes for the 
course calendar for the follow-
ing year and I’m happy to report 
that Arabic has been included as 
part of those changes,” said Pinto. 
“Th ese classes should be off ered 
in fall 2014. It’s really exciting.”

Th e courses must get approval 
from the Academic Planning and 

Priorities Committee and the 
Alberta government before they 
are offi  cially off ered at the U of C. 

“Work still needs to be done in 
order for full program approval 
. . . but this is an incredible fi rst 
step and a quick response to stu-
dent demand,” said Pinto. 

Th e drive to make Arabic stud-
ies courses available at the U of C 

began in 2009 with a petition 
signed by over 200 students. 
Since then, SU vice-president ac-
ademics have made big eff orts to 
include the courses in the U of C 
course calendar.  

If approved, the courses will 
be off ered by the German, 
Slavic and East Asian Studies 
department.

Michael Grondin
News Editor

The 2013 University of 
Calgary Schulich School 
of Engineering Capstone 

Design Fair occurred on April 
9. Over 50 teams comprised of 
fourth-year engineering students 
developed and designed unique 
projects to showcase their engi-
neering skills.

In Canada, all fourth-year en-
gineering students must develop 
a Capstone project. Th is year was 
the fi rst time fi rst-year students 
also participated with design 
projects.

Th ere was a large variety of 
projects at the fair, ranging from 
renewable energy to remote con-
trolled drones.

Th e event was sponsored by 
Devon Energy Canada, an in-
dependent oil and gas company. 
Judges from industry and faculty 
closely examined the projects. 
Four teams won for their respec-
tive fi elds of study within engi-
neering — civil, chemical, geo-
matics and electrical engineering 
— and $2,000 was awarded to the 
fi rst-place winner overall. 

Fourth-year U of C mechanical 
engineering student Joel Woo was 

a member of the winning team 
that developed an oil fi eld tool 
handling system to alleviate inju-
ries on job sites.

“We found a way to transport 
500-pound tools from the back of 
a pickup truck to the catwalk of a 
rig because, currently, these tools 
are just carried by hand and peo-
ple are getting injured,” said Woo.

Salam Allami, Ben Campbell, 
Fahim Th obani, Sylvester Zdonc-
zyk and Woo designed a zip line 
system that attaches to the back 
of a truck and to the catwalk of a 

rig. Th e zip line allows for the easy 
transfer of large tools between the 
truck and the rig — work that pre-
viously had to be done by hand.

Woo said he was excited about 

his project, adding that the Cap-
stone Fair was a great show-
case of engineering talent at the 
U of C.

“I am really stoked on all of the 

projects here,” he said. “It’s really 
cool to see all of the work that has 
gone into these projects and all 
of the diff erent ideas everybody 
came up with.”

Leader of community relations 
and community investment at 
Devon Energy Patricia Etris said 
the design fair was a chance for 
people in the engineering indus-
try to see the potential of U of C 
engineering students.

“It’s a great opportunity for us 
to see what the students can do 
and for them to show us their 
innovative spirit and their entre-
preneurial spirit,” said Etris.

Schulich School of Engineer-
ing dean Guy Gendron was at 
the fair. He was very enthusi-
astic about the diverse range of 
projects.

“To me, engineering and de-
sign are two words that go so well 
together. As engineers, what we 
do is design things that will solve 
a problem for the society that we 
live in,” said Gendron. “To make 
a big party out of design is so 
much of what engineering is all 
about and that is what is so ex-
citing about being here this aft er-
noon.”
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Engineers-to-be show off their skills

Arabic studies almost at the U of C

2013 Capstone Design Fair showcases unique engineering projects

The winning team of the 2013 Engineering Capstone Design Fair.
Michael Grondin

    It’s really cool to see all of the work 
that has gone into these projects and all 
of the different ideas everybody came up 
with.

– Joel Woo, U of C engineering student

“
To comment on this story

visit thegauntlet.ca



Michael Grondin
News Editor

Crush Exam Stress and 
Just Dance was a nation-
al attempt to set the fi rst 

world record for the most people 
dancing to Xbox’s Just Dance vid-
eo game. It occurred on April 6 at 
3 p.m. MST at eight diff erent uni-
versities in Canada.

Th e University of Calgary, the 
University of British Columbia, 
the University of Alberta and 
Carleton University were among 
the institutions that participated 
in the dance-off .

At the U of C, there were 58 
participants. Th e Hip Hop and 
Funk Styles club at the U of C 
worked to bring the initiative to 
the university.

According to second-year 
U of C biology student Caitlin 
Tomaszewski, Just Dance was a 
simple and fun way to engage 
students.

“It was to raise awareness for 
mental health and de-stress the 
students before fi nal exams,” said 
Tomaszewski. 

Tomaszewski said the end of 
the semester can be extremely 
diffi  cult for students.

“As exams near, students get 

really, really stressed out and re-
ally nervous. Th ey focus a lot on 
studying, and they don’t focus on 
taking care of themselves or hav-
ing fun,” said Tomaszewski.

She said that the dance-off  was 
a chance to engage U of C stu-
dents in a fun activity and a way 
to help improve mental health.

“Students should make sure 
they have a good balance of 
fun and studying and we re-
ally wanted to put on this event 
so that students could spend an 
hour de-stressing, having fun, 
letting go of all of their stress so 
they can return to their work a 

little bit more refreshed,” said 
Tomaszewski.

Th e event was sponsored by 
Xbox, Ubisoft  Canada and Cam-
pus Perks, a national organization 
aimed to improve student life. 

For the challenge, participants 
had to dance to the same song 
twice. Each university group was 
provided with $500 and gaming 
systems for the event. At least 40 
people had to participate at each 
school to be included in the world 
record. Th ere will be a grand prize 
of $2,500 for the dance team that 
had the most participants.

Th ird-year U of C English and 

dance student Jared Herring is a 
member of the Hip Hop and Funk 
Styles club. He said the event was 
a lot of fun and he was surprised 

at the amount of people who 
participated.

“To be honest, we were a little 
bit skeptical that we would pull 
through, but we were surprised at 
the support and the huge turnout,” 
said Herring. “It’s important to 
raise support for mental awareness 
and it’s a diff erent and fun way to 
break a world record.”

Guinness World Records will 
announce whether the record was 
set within the next two weeks.

Gauge Sedgwick was a partici-
pant at Just Dance. He said the 
event was a lot of fun.

“Dancing is passion,” said Sedg-
wick. “It’s really cool to see events 
like this and I am happy I could 
join in.”

G AU N T L E T  N E W S  A P R I L  1 1 ,  2 0 1 3   5

Adventure!
Teach English Overseas
TESOL Certified in 5 Days
In-Class or Online  –  No degree Required!
1.888.270.2941
Job Guaranteed!
Next In-Class Course:  April 17 - 21

Travelodge University Hotel
2227 Banff Trail NW

www.globaltesol.com

Next Info Seminar:  TBA

Every Friday
From 5:30pm to 8:00pm

Large Prayer Room MSC 317a
MacEwan Student Centre

University of Calgary

FREE ADMISSION
Everybody is Welcome !

Sponsored by Calgary Chaitanya Chandra Cultural Centre and
Food for Peace Society of Calgary

Kirtan, is the singing of sacred mantras, accompanied by classical 
Indian instruments and some Western instruments (such as the 

Medita on by chan ng Sanskrit Mantras

Forget about exams and just dance
U of C students participate in national record breaking attempt

U of C students dance to kill exam stress and set a new world record.
Michael Grondin

Approximately 700 Mount Royal University students congregated in front of Alison Redford’s offi ce in Calgary on 
April 10 to protest recent budget cuts to post-secondary education. The Student Empowerment Committee, an MRU 
student group, organized the protest. MRU student Alyssa Kelle, who was at the event, said the budget cuts show 
the shortsightedness of the current Alberta government. “By not investing in the best and brightest, the Conservative 
government isn’t focusing on our long-term goals. Money invested in higher education ends up returning back into 
the economy, making it a sustainable and viable investment to make,” said Kelle.

MRU students protest budget cuts
courtesy Alyssa Kelle

To comment on this story
visit thegauntlet.ca
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The 2012-2013 academic year was 
an exceptional year for our SU 
and we had a blast doing it! We’ve 

accomplished a lot for students and set up a 
strong foundation for next year’s SLC.
The fall semester kicked off with an 
incredibly successful Orientation Week 
which gave us the momentum we needed to 
come out strong. We focused on connecting 
with first year students to welcome them 
to our university, and kept them engaged 
throughout the year with events and our 
MacHall consultation.

It was also a year to reaffirm our commitment 
to the quality of education, the quality 
of student life and the affordability and 
accessibility of post-secondary education. The 
SU delivered a range of student programs, 
products, services, awards and events and 
actively advocated on behalf of students on 
important issues like tuition costs, the delayed 
increase to mandatory non-instructional fees 
and updating Alberta’s election law to make 
it easier for students to vote.
But I am most proud of the work we did 
to engage and consult students on the 
proposed redevelopment of MacEwan 
Student Centre (MacHall). We know that 
parts of the building are more than 40 years 
old and work needs to be done to update 
deteriorating systems. In responding to these 

issues, the university created a long-term 
vision for the student centre which calls for a 
major redevelopment of the building, with a 
proposed project cost topping $150 million. 
Our primary objective was to raise awareness 
among the campus community, especially 
the undergraduate students, about the 
proposed redevelopment and costs and 
to consult at least 25% of undergraduate 
students to get their feedback and opinions 
on the redevelopment plans. We began 
in October with a series of town halls, 
focus groups, and an interactive display. 
Other consultation methods included an 
80-question online survey as well as brief 
interviews with students in MacHall. Thank 
you to the 6,350 people gave their feedback 
as part of the consultation.

Our SU continues to be a positive role model 
for other student unions in the country – a 
testament to the innovation and skills of 
these exceptional student leaders. Supported 
by a professional and talented staff, countless 
volunteers and faculty representatives 
dedicated to the well-being of students in 
their faculties, I am endlessly proud to say I 
was a member of the 70th SLC.
Finally, to the undergraduates of U of C - 
thank you! It has been the greatest honour 
to serve as your SU president. I know you’re 
in good hands with the 71st Students’ Union 
President and Executive.
 
Hardave Birk, 
70th Students’ Union President
Let’s Go…..!

Hardave Birk 
President

Thank you for a great year, U of C!

NDP and Wildrose leaders debate at the U of C

Fabian Mayer
Gauntlet News

University of Calgary 
associate professor 
Robert Kelly recently 

published a book on the diff erent 
ways creative learning is being 
implemented around the world. 
Th e book, entitled Educating For 
Creativity: A Global Conversa-
tion, looked at how creativity was 
used at 20 educational institu-
tions around the world — from 
elementary to post-secondary.

Creative education has been 
the subject of TED talks and nu-
merous books. Alberta recently 
identifi ed it as one of the seven 
pillars of 21st-century learning.

According to Kelly, who 
teaches graduate courses in the 
department of education and 
co-ordinates the Creativity in 
Educational Practice graduate 
program, there is a fundamental 
problem with classroom learning 

today, as students oft en do not 
learn how to think creatively. 

His book is about how creativ-
ity-based learning can be incor-
porated into education to address 
this problem.

“It’s something I’ve always 
thought about and looked at 
in education for myself — my 
own educational journey,” said 
Kelly. “How could [education] 
have been more relevant go-
ing through high school, going 
through undergraduate courses, 
sitting through lectures. How 
could it be more meaningful?”

Kelly said that currently, a large 
portion of education is memo-
rizing information rather than 
understanding it and bringing 
forward new perspectives and 
insights.

“People have learned how to 
consume really well, how to con-
sume fact and restate it. What’s 
the sense of learning all that stuff  
if you don’t give students the dis-

position on how to apply it inno-
vatively or creatively? Th is book 
is about the how,” said Kelly.

Kelly said that learning needs 
to be more experiential so stu-
dents can create new ideas.

“Creating original work and 
failing by a design that doesn’t 
work as opposed to an F on 
an exam is far more meaning-
ful. Th en how does one respond 
to redesigning until you get it 
right?” said Kelly. “Th at’s experi-
ential learning, fi rst-hand learn-
ing.”

He said there needs to be a shift  
in the way people look at education.

“Environmentally, socially and 
economically, on a variety of 
fronts, you can’t consume your 
ways into those solutions. You 
create, you innovate and you re-
search your way into those solu-
tions,” said Kelly.

Faculties at the U of C are mak-
ing an eff ort to incorporate cre-
ativity into their curriculums. 
One way is through the new In-
stitute for Teaching and Learn-
ing, a centre that will be built on 
campus to focus on innovative 
areas of learning, which Kelly is 
excited about.

“Th e [Institute for Teaching 

and Learning] will be a college of 
discovery, creativity and innova-
tion. I think it will be a catalyst 
for creative practice and innova-
tion among teaching,” said Kelly.

Kelly said that a new, creativ-
ity-focused approach to educa-
tion would benefi t the university 
in a number of ways. 

“I would assume that inno-
vative and creative practice . . . 
would lead to original and front- 
end research. Th ey go hand in 
glove,” said Kelly.

Kelly added that demonstrat-
ing success and student engage-
ment would be the best way to 
encourage further implementa-
tion of creative-learning tech-
niques.

Th e book is Kelly’s second on 
the subject of creativity in the 
classroom with a third to be 
released in spring 2014.

Creativity in the classroom

Riley Hill
News Assistant

Alberta’s New Democratic 
Party Leader Brian Mason and 
Wildrose Alliance Party of Al-
berta Leader Danielle Smith will 
debate economics in public poli-
cy on April 11 at the University 
of Calgary.

Mason will examine a pro-

gressive system and Smith will 
advocate a libertarian stance on 
economics.

Th e Society of Undergraduates 
in Economics, a U of C student 
club, will host the event.

Fourth-year economics stu-
dent and SUE member Jack Mills 
said the debate between “free 
market and socialist econom-
ics” will illustrate wider implica-

tions of what economics students 
learn in the classroom.

“You go through four years of 
economics and, typically, there 
isn’t much said about capitalism 
versus socialism even though it 
colours a lot of the curriculum,” 
said Mills. “[Th e event] is a way of 
just getting it a little bit more ex-
plicit.”

He said this straight-forward 

style will make the debate more 
interesting for U of C students.

“Th e idea is to just get as many 
people out, have a fun time and 
have a good show,” said Mills.

Mills said the event is not limit-
ed to economics students, adding 
members of the community can 
come out and watch as well.

“It’s open to the public, so even 
if you’re not a student you’re able 

to come,” said Mills. “Th e thing 
is, we want to branch this out and 
get more students, especially fi rst-
year students that might not have 
a selected major, to attend.”

Tickets for the event are $10 and 
will be available at the door. It will 
be hosted at the ICT building in 
room 121 from 7–9 p.m.

For more information email 
sue@ucalgary.ca

    What’s the sense of learning all that 
stuff if you don’t give students the dispo-
sition on how to apply it innovatively or 
creatively?

– Robert Kelly, U of C associate professor

“

To comment on this story
visit thegauntlet.ca

 Th e Students’ Union advertisement is provided by the su and published without Gauntlet editorial revision. 



Michael Grondin  
News Editor

Kinesiology students at 
the University of Calgary 
helped 70 Grade 7 stu-

dents learn about leadership and 
community building through 
TRAILS — teamwork, respect, 
attitude, initiative, laughter and 
success. TRAILS was a day-long 
event fi lled with activities, work-
shops and games that occurred 
on April 6.

As part of Kinesiology 311: 
Leadership Foundations, 28 ki-
nesiology students developed 
TRAILS as a year-end project 
in collaboration with Vincent 
Massey Junior High School. 
TRAILS helps Grade 7 students 
prepare for an Outdoor Leader-
ship Program at their school.

Fourth-year U of C kinesiolo-
gy student and TRAILS organizer
Amanda Garner said her class 
prepared for the event for two 
months. She is excited that it all 
came together.

In Grade 8 at Vincent Massey, 
students are able to go on a 
seven-day camping trip where 
they must showcase their lead-
ership skills. Garner said TRAILS
helps students develop these 
skills.

“Th is is a preliminary event 
to see what these kids can do. 
We’re having fun and there is 
a lot of learning involved,” she 
said. “Th e kids are learning to 
work as a team, to co-operate 

and solve problems together.”
Garner said TRAILS was a 

good way to give back to the 
community.

“I think it is really important 
because we are reaching out to 
the community and we are giving 
back,” said Garner. “We are build-
ing ties with a great school.”

Garner also said that the stu-
dents had an opportunity to see 
what learning opportunities  are 
off ered at the U of C.

Kinesiology professor Janice 
Cook, who instructs Kinesiol-
ogy 311 with Claire Mitton, said 
TRAILS has been an eff ective way 
for her students to receive hands-
on practice with the skills they 
learn in class.

“Rather than just learning the-
ory of leadership, the students ac-
tually get to practice leadership,” 
said Cook.

Cook said that TRAILS has been 
an important way for kinesiology 
students to learn how to collabo-
rate and develop eff ective strate-
gies as leaders.

“All of the students have had a 
signifi cant role to play,” she said.

Th e events and games the 
Grade 7 students participated in 
had many diff erent themes rang-
ing from deserted islands to jun-
gles. Th e students had to work as 
a team to solve puzzles and com-
plete tasks.

Grade 7 student Taher Masoon 
was very excited about TRAILS.

“I’m having plenty of fun. 
Th ere are so many cool activities 

that rely on leadership and people 
being responsible,” said Masoon. 
“We have learnt how to help each 
other in diff erent ways.”

Vincent Massey teacher Court 

Rustemeyer was approached 
by the Kinesiology 311 class 
and asked to participate in the 
program. He said the event 
was a fun way for his students 

to learn about leadership and 
co-operation.

“I thought it would be a great 
chance for my Grade 7 class to get 
some hands-on experience with 
teamwork and leadership,” said 
Rustemeyer.

Grade 7 student Nigel Musta-
pha said he learned a lot about 
staying safe when he and his 
classmates are in tricky situations.

“We are learning to be safe 
when we are outdoors,” said Mu-
stapha. “I hope that when I am 
older, I can do a lot of outdoor 
stuff .”

Th is is the fi rst year of the 
event. Garner said it was a huge 
success.

“Th ey come in as kids and by 
the end of the program they are 
young adults,” said Garner.
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A L L
           Y O U
                       C A N
                                   E A T

JOIN US EVERY TUESDAY FOR

FAMOUS FISH & CHIPS

2120 Crowchild Trail NW

Across from 
McMahon Stadium

joeys.ca
403.284.4968

Alaskan Pollock, North Pacific Cod or North Atlantic Haddock

NOW HIRIN
G!

Helping students down the right TRAILS

Grade 7 students navigating through an “electric fence.”
Michael Grondin

Kinesiology students develop collaborative project with Grade 7 class

To comment on this story
visit thegauntlet.ca
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Sean Willett
Entertainment Editor

While annual events 
naturally grow from 
year to year, few could 

have predicted how quickly the 
Calgary Comic and Entertain-
ment Expo has become one of the 
city’s largest and most popular 
events. What started as a small 
convention in 2006 is now an 
internationally-renowned event, 
drawing attendees and special 
guests from around the world.

Running from April 26–28 in 
the bmo Centre, the Expo has be-
come a fi xture in Calgary’s busy 
festival season, drawing in thou-
sands of visitors eager to browse 
collectibles, meet celebrities and 
celebrate geek culture. However, 
it is not only visitors that benefi t 
from the Calgary Expo’s recent 
growth. For local businesses and 
artists, exhibiting at the event 
presents a chance that only comes 
once a year.

“We had such a great time last 
year meeting people,” says Calgar-
ian Lyndsay Peters, the owner of 
Dragon Chow Dice Bags. “Our 
sales were so good that we knew 
right away that we would have a 

bigger booth this year, and that 
we would try to bring more to the 
show.”

Peters, known by many through 
her twitter name @GeekyLynd-
say, became popular in the geek 
world by starting a business sell-
ing handmade dice bags to be 
used for games such as Dungeons 
and Dragons. Her dice bags have 
become an enormous success, and 
the Calgary Expo has only helped 
her business grow.

“Th is will be my third year ex-
hibiting at the Comic Expo,” says 
Peters. “I always exhibit with a 
friend of mine, and we started 
with just a tiny single booth with 
three businesses crammed into it, 
and this year it will be just the two 
of us in a really big double booth, 
and that is because the Expo has 
been so good to us.”

Th e massive growth of the Cal-
gary Expo has presented both 
challenges and benefi ts to the or-
ganizers of the event, who have 
had to quickly adapt to a rapidly 
swelling number of convention-
goers.

“Th e challenge lies in dealing 
with the sheer number of people 
coming through those doors,” 
explains Shane Turgeon, one of 

the Calgary Expo’s head co-or-
dinators. “Sometimes you’re just 
not expecting that growth, and 
it is diffi  cult to accommodate ev-
eryone and make sure everyone 
is taken care of. But the benefi ts 
lie in having more opportuni-
ties to have a better event and to 
bring in bigger names for guests. 
Th e Calgary Expo has a fantastic 
reputation now not only because 
of the number of people that are 
coming but also because of the 
way we run our shows, in terms of 
attracting those kinds of interna-
tional guests.”

Last year, the Calgary Expo ran 
into problems when the conven-
tion went over capacity. Th is re-
sulted in people with tickets being 
turned away at the door, which left  
a bitter taste in people’s mouths. 

“Last year it was really a shame 
that people had so much trouble,” 

says Peters. “We saw a lot of frus-
trated customers and we talked to 
a lot of frustrated people. I know 
there are some people who won’t 
be coming back this year. But ev-
erything we have been told as ven-
dors and everything that has been 
communicated to us shows that 
they are taking it very seriously 
this year.”

Turgeon and the other organiz-
ers of the event have worked close-
ly with the event centre and the fi re 
marshall to ensure that these mis-
takes are not repeated during this 
year’s Expo.

“Th ere is a signifi cant plan to 
correct the challenges we had last 
year,” says Turgeon. “Th e main is-
sue was the sheer number of peo-
ple, which no one was expecting.”

Th is year they are taking over the 
entire bmo Centre for the Expo. 
All of the celebrity guests will be 

in a separate area of the building 
in order to enable greater fl ow of 
traffi  c.

“You don’t just get the bmo 
Centre for free — it’s taking a lot 
of eff ort and dedication to ensure 
that people get in,” says Peters. “So 
I think people are going to have a 
better experience this year. From 
what I’ve been reading I feel pretty 
confi dent about it.”

Despite past fumbles, there is no 
sign of the Calgary Expo slowing 
down. With geek culture entering 
the mainstream, conventions are 
no longer solely the domain of the 
nerdy elite — they are now some-
thing everyone can enjoy.

“Th e convention industry is ex-
ploding all around the world, and 
I think it obviously has something 
to do with the fact that the biggest 
movies right now are about Th e 
Avengers, Batman and Spider-
Man,” says Turgeon. “So this is 
reaching a much larger segment 
of the mainstream population, and 
that population is seeing how much 
fun people are having at conven-
tions. Th at’s really the biggest part 
of it: it gives people a chance to get 
away from their everyday lives to 
meet celebrities, hang out and look 
at cool stuff  for a weekend.”

    Sometimes you’re just not expecting 
that growth, and it is diffi cult to accom-
modate everyone and make sure every-
one is taken care of.
 – Shane Turgeon, Calgary Comic Expo head co-ordinator

“

Calgary Comic Expo growing quickly
Expo expanding to accomodate more people after turning fans away last year

courtesy Mediatonic PR



Sarah Dorchak
Production Editor

Love it or hate it, or hate 
the people that love it, 
one of the biggest shows 

on television right now is Mad 
Men, which recently premiered its 
sixth season on AMC. Mad Men’s 
premiere brought the series’ core 
theme — response to change — to 
the forefront of people’s minds. 
Perhaps this is why the premiere 
episode fell fl at for many fans: we 
are shown themes touched on in 
the past seasons, yet we haven’t re-
ally explored them yet.

While the motif linking the 
main storylines is clearly death, 
there’s something more than 
that. Th e real theme is change 
— change through death. Roger 
Sterling has a brief monologue, 
which acts as a thesis statement 
for the episode and explains about 
life experiences being superfl uous 
until death. Don Draper’s story, 
supplementing Roger’s, follows 
him as he meets a soldier on leave 
from Vietnam and parallels Don’s 
own change through death in the 
Korean war. But we see many of 
our characters falling into old 
traps, suggesting that no one real-
ly is able to change except in that 
last experience of death.

Many of us in university are on 
the edge of change — we’re leap-
ing off  the ivory tower into ca-
reers. Even if we are taking the 
next step higher in the tower into 
graduate school, we are taking a 
leap of faith over an abyss of the 
unknown with fear that threat-
ens to swallow us whole. Change 
seems nonexistent while complet-
ing your undergraduate degree. 
It’s an endless ebb and fl ow of as-
signments and exams. But once 
you fi nish, change is waiting there 
in cloak and cowl to take us on to 
the next step.

In Mad Men’s season two epi-
sode “Th e Mountain King,” Don 
admits that people don’t, or can’t, 
change. But certain characters 
maintain that as you live, you 
learn things. Roger denies this 
in the season six premiere, call-
ing life experiences pennies that 
you pick up on your way to the 

grave. And with this pessimistic 
perspective, the episode ends on a 
dour and depressing note.

Roger puts death on a pedestal, 
calling it the ultimate change and 
perhaps this is true. For me this 
past semester began and ended in 
the deaths of close family mem-
bers. We can lament the loss of 
life, of someone passing from this 
world to something else, or we 
grieve for not taking the time to 
learn from the experiences that 

person had in their pocket. But 
the change from someone be-
ing here to not being here off ers 
an opportunity for you to change 
for the better. To learn from the 
memories they shared, or from 
the lack thereof.

Mad Men is praised and hated 
for not putting down the rose-tint-
ed glasses and off ering a non-nos-
talgic view of the ’60s. Th rough-
out the series, attachment to the 
past or refusal to move on trips up 

a lot of characters, Don Draper in 
particular. In season four Don is 
advised to resolve his past in or-
der to move on. Nostalgia is key to 
one of Don’s most famous speech-
es — the Kodak carousel slide pro-
jector — which makes a cameo in 
season six’s premiere episode. We 
grip onto memories, Don explains 
in his speech, yet the past always 
seems to slip through our fi ngers.

Change is the ending of one 
thing in exchange for something 

else. Th at something else could be 
better or worse, but it isn’t death, 
it is a rebirth of ourselves. We 
can choose to fall into the same 
traps and pick up the same pen-
nies along the road or we can stop 
dragging our feet and face change 
head on despite our uncertainty 
and fear. Whether we are gradu-
ating or continuing on with our 
studies, it is just as important to 
collect experiences as it is to keep 
them or to let them go.
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What Mad Men can teach us about leaving university

Moving past change
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PUSH 2013 art exhibition
There are only a few days left to check out the department of art’s third annual University of Calgary senior art student 
exhibition at the Museum of Contemporary Art before it ends on Saturday, April 13. If you miss your chance, the art is 
still available to view on the PUSH 2013 Tumblr page, push2013.tumblr.com.

courtesy Negin Bagherynejad

courtesy Ashleen Lewis

Calgary Underground Film Festival
April 15–21
CUFF returns to the Globe Th eatre next 
Monday to provide Calgarians with the best 
in indie fi lms, including one about a Big Ass 
Spider. Tickets are available at 
calgaryundergroundfi lm.org.

Calgary Comic & Entertainment Expo
April 26–28
Get your tickets now for the largest annual 
geek-out in Calgary before the fi re depart-
ment turns you away. Need a reason? Here 
are several: John Barrowman, Peter 
Dinklage, Nathan Fillion and Lena Headey. 
And that’s only a small sample of fantasy and 
sci-fi  celebs in attendance.

Calgary Spoken Word Festival
April 1–30
Th ere is still time to check out Calgary’s 
Spoken Word events and workshops or even 
attend a poetry slam.

How to Make a Monster — the Art and 
Technology of Animatronics
Feb. 9–July 1
Wonder how they make your favourite mov-
ie monsters? Drop by the TELUS Spark — 
Calgary Science Centre to fi nd out.

New in Calgary
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Bitter Fictions
Bitter Fictions
March 20, 2013 (Shaking Box Music)March 20, 2013 (Shaking Box Music)

While I love ambient electronic, I am not While I love ambient electronic, I am not 
an expert nor even an amateur enthusiast of an expert nor even an amateur enthusiast of 
ambient guitar drone. Th at being said, I was ambient guitar drone. Th at being said, I was 
excited to unravel Bitter Fictions’s self-titled excited to unravel Bitter Fictions’s self-titled 
sixth album.sixth album.

While local journalist mogul and Shaking While local journalist mogul and Shaking 
Box Music label head Devin Friesen might Box Music label head Devin Friesen might 
be better recognized for his work with be better recognized for his work with Fast Fast 
Forward WeeklyForward Weekly, Tiny Mix Tapes, , Tiny Mix Tapes, cjswcjsw and  and 
Sloth Records, his solo-guitar improvisa-Sloth Records, his solo-guitar improvisa-
tional act Bitter Fictions is by far his most tional act Bitter Fictions is by far his most 

personal and intimate project. Th e eight-personal and intimate project. Th e eight-
track album takes listeners on an experi-track album takes listeners on an experi-
mental and psychedelic journey into the mental and psychedelic journey into the 
depths of drone and pedal-focused guitar depths of drone and pedal-focused guitar 
music. While some may fi nd it impossi-music. While some may fi nd it impossi-
ble to imagine nearly an hour of music ble to imagine nearly an hour of music 
without drums or accompanying instru-without drums or accompanying instru-
ments, the ments, the Bitter FictionsBitter Fictions  lplp paces itself  paces itself 
well through the distinct bouquets of well through the distinct bouquets of 
sound each song brings to the table. Th e sound each song brings to the table. Th e 
tracks are cleverly organized to keep you tracks are cleverly organized to keep you 
interested while the tempo of the album interested while the tempo of the album 
rises and falls through valleys of crystal rises and falls through valleys of crystal 
clear hooks and past clouds of endless clear hooks and past clouds of endless 
reverbs and delays.reverbs and delays.

Overall, this album is a great listen and Overall, this album is a great listen and 
perfect music to accompany long intro-perfect music to accompany long intro-
spective nights or headphone journeys spective nights or headphone journeys 
while walking through the city.while walking through the city.

Bitter FictionsBitter Fictions may not be for everyone  may not be for everyone 
— droning guitar music is a particular — droning guitar music is a particular 
niche — but skeptics of the genre should niche — but skeptics of the genre should 
defi nitely check this album out.defi nitely check this album out.

Bitter FictionsBitter Fictions is available digitally  is available digitally 
through Bandcamp and on vinyl at Sloth through Bandcamp and on vinyl at Sloth 
Records. Having listened to both, the Records. Having listened to both, the 
mastering on the vinyl is warmer and mastering on the vinyl is warmer and 
brings out so many of the nuances in an brings out so many of the nuances in an 
album centred around binaural shadows.album centred around binaural shadows.

Evangelos Lambrinoudis IIEvangelos Lambrinoudis II

Lions in the Street
On the Lam
Feb. 18, 2013 (Hand to Mouth Music)Feb. 18, 2013 (Hand to Mouth Music)

Aft er a long road fi lled with hills and pot-
holes, Lions in the Street have released their 
follow-up to their 2010 self-released debut 
album. Th eir initial debut with tvt Records 
in 2008 was pulled under by legal battles 
over rights. Th e On the Lam ep is fi lled with 
gritty rock and roll tracks that hark back to 
Th e Rolling Stones. Because Chris Kinnon’s 
vocals remind me of Th e Black Keys’s Dan 
Auerbach, even though Chris has a much 
deeper voice, there’s a lot of resemblance to 

modern rock.
Th e album sounds like classic rock and 

roll although some amount of modern 
folk or country twang is present in the 
music. Th is infl uence is especially true in 
the track “Tighten Th e Reins,” which has 
a distinct modern country sound while 
also paying tribute to the blues and 
country that produced the rock and roll 
genre in the fi rst place. While the coun-
try sound is most prevalent in “Tighten 
Th e Reins” it does pervade other songs 
on the ep.

Despite the country infl uences, On the 
Lam is a great modern take on classic 
rock — a genre that is too oft en moored 
by repeating the same old songs on the 
radio while new bands produce more al-
ternative, folk and indie rock music. Th e 
heavy guitar riff s and percussion from 
Chris and Jeff  Kinnon are a joy to listen 
to and frequently a nostalgic experience, 
at least for me.

While listening to the album, I have 
the urge to jump in my truck and hit the 
highway. Th e unfortunate part is that I 
won’t get very far — there are only fi ve 
tracks on the ep. A full album from Lions 
in the Street can’t come soon enough.

Sean SullivanSean Sullivan
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The Alberta government 
doesn’t care about stu-
dents. Premier Alison Red-

ford made this very clear when the 
2013 provincial budget decreased 
the University of Calgary’s operat-
ing budget by 7.3 per cent. Aft er 
the budget was announced, her 
approval rating dropped by 26 
percentage points. Th is particular 
cut came as quite a shock because 
Redford had promised a 2 per cent 
yearly increase to post-secondary 
operating budgets. 

Any fi scally conservative gov-
ernment will make cuts. Th e issue 
now, however, is the response to 
these cuts, which has so far been 
overwhelmingly silent. Despite 
a few protests in Edmonton and 
Calgary, the general response has 
been apathy. A massive budget 
cut like this happens rarely, so our 
response should be equally thun-
derous. Despite U of C president 
Elizabeth Cannon promising that 
the budget cuts won’t aff ect tu-
ition this year,  students will soon 
feel the budget’s reverberation. In 
fact, staff  associations at universi-
ties across Alberta warn that entire 
programs, and even faculties, may 
be cut due to lack of funding. 

If you compare the few Alberta 
budget protests to the Quebec pro-
tests last year, Albertan students’ 
response has been inadequate. Th e 
Quebec protests had over 10,000 
students taking to the streets of 
Montreal in opposition to the Lib-
eral government’s proposed $1,625 

tuition increase over fi ve years. 
Current Premier Pauline Marois of 
the Parti Québécois cancelled the 
Liberal’s proposed hikes aft er be-
ing elected and instead proposed a 
tuition raise of one-fi ft h of the Lib-
eral plan, or roughly $350 over fi ve 
years. Although this was not the 
outcome many protestors hoped 
for — the day of the Parti Québé-
cois’s announcement drew a pro-
test of over 10,000 students — the 
result was a decreased tuition hike 
and proof that protests do matter.

Many Albertans met the pro-
tests in Quebec with abrasion. 
However, this shows a problem 
with Alberta’s ubiquitous sense of 
entitlement. Th e issue goes beyond 

the fact that Quebec students pay 
far less for tuition than anyone else 
in the country. Th e point is that 
they wanted post-secondary edu-
cation to be more subsidized and 
available and fought hard to make 
these goals a reality. A common 
criticism of the protests follow the 
inaccurate logic of a blogger, who 
said “Quebec’s arts students are 
running wild, while the engineer-
ing, mathematics, insert money-
making majors here are getting 
fucked over.”

I started my degree in engineer-
ing at McGill University, and de-
cided it wasn’t for me. From there 
I switched into math, then trans-
ferred to the U of C and went into 

English and psychology, which 
are the degrees I will graduate 
with. Th e most important thing I 
learned in university was to think 
critically, ask questions and use my 
voice. Th e biggest diff erence I saw 
in the two institutions, however, 
was increasing distaste for arts 
degrees the closer I got to the oil 
fi elds.  

Obviously, there is a great need 
and importance for engineers and 
businesspeople, particularly in Al-
berta. However, there must also be 
people who fi ght against the status 
quo, particularly when the status 
quo devalues things like education 
and the environment. Th at is not 
to say that individuals in profes-

sional faculties do not have this 
capacity, but that many arts de-
grees are based on this critical way 
of thinking. Th e biggest problem 
with university is that not every-
one comes out with both a degree 
and a critical mind. 

Yes, people with arts degrees 
may not make as much money as 
the average engineer or business-
person, but measuring degrees 
purely on their economic value is 
inherently wrong. With an enrich-
ing academic environment, people 
can grow into critical thinkers, 
question authority and start mak-
ing much-needed positive change 
in Alberta, starting with fi ghting 
for our right to education.

Critical mass
Arts students have the power to upset the status quo 

Erin Shumlich
Editor-in-Chief



“Democratic reform” 
is a tagline used by 
politicians to con-

vince Canadians that somehow 
more democratic means of gover-
nance are in the works. Surpris-
ingly, the federal government even 
has a Minister for Democratic 
Reform. However, this convenient 
expression currently means little 
to Canadian democracy. In reality, 
Canada’s archaic political system is 
in a very sorry state, especially at a 
federal level. A minority of voters 
have near-absolute rule over the 
majority, parties with signifi cant 
national support are not represent-
ed in Parliament and voter apathy 
is embarrassingly rampant. 

Th ese diffi  culties can be traced 
back to Canada’s ancient electoral 
system called fi rst-past-the-post, 
a plurality voting system where a 
candidate wins an election by at-
taining more votes than any other 
candidate in their riding. Th is 
electoral method is susceptible to 
undemocratic outcomes. Reform 
of this antiquated system has the 
potential to place power back in 
the hands of Canadians. Th ough 
Canada still stands as a fortress of 
democracy in the world, Parlia-
ment is beginning to look like a 
dilapidated shed — real electoral 
reform is necessary to maintain 
and improve Canada’s democracy.

Th e most notable problem with 
Canada’s current electoral system 
is its ability to elect a majority 
government with a minority of 
votes. At present, the Conserva-
tive Party of Canada forms a ma-
jority government in Parliament. 
Th erefore, Conservatives can es-
sentially pass any legislation that 
they want, despite the fact that 
only 37.65 per cent of voters elect-
ed Conservative candidates in the 
most recent federal election. Th is 
inherent fl aw is not new in Cana-
dian politics. Th e last three major-
ity governments in Canada have 
lacked the support of a majority of 
voters, yet were given the power 

to make decisions that aff ected all 
Canadians. 

Canadians must demand an 
electoral system that distributes 
seats proportionate to the actual 
popular vote so that the beliefs of a 
minority cannot ignore the voices 
of a majority. 

Furthermore, thanks to the geo-
graphic distribution of seats in 
Canada, parties with widespread, 
nationwide support lack proper 
representation in Parliament. Th e 
nature of the current electoral sys-
tem requires candidates to have a 
heavy concentration of support in 
one riding or a certain area. Th is 
eff ectively discriminates against 
parties such as the Green Party, 
whose support is spread across 
the country. In the 2008 federal 
election, the Green Party received 
nearly 1,000,000 votes without 
earning a seat in Parliament. One 
could compare this to the margin-
ally higher 1,379,991 votes received 
by the regionally concentrated Bloc 
Québécois, a party that won an as-
tounding 49 seats. Th is minor dif-
ferential of votes resulted in major 
inequality. 

Canada’s democratic electoral 
system left  almost one million peo-
ple unrepresented. Th is conundrum 
causes the natural tendency to focus 
on regions instead of the nation at 
large within political parties. 

Parties with national support and 
a national vision spread across the 
country are largely unrewarded for 
their eff orts. For example, the New 
Democratic Party does not bother 
campaigning in Calgary, because 
history dictates that Calgary rid-
ings are “unwinnable.” Th e NDP 
has no incentive to waste resources 
and create policies to benefi t the 
electorate in a region dominated 
by conservatism. Electoral reform 
could result in a new system that 
takes the national popular vote into 
account, ending discrimination 
against parties with national sup-
port and giving leaders a reason to 
create a national vision in order to 
attract votes from every corner of 
Canada.

Finally, Canada’s current elec-
toral system causes voter apathy, 
especially in ridings where one 
party is dominant. For example, 
Conservative Rob Anders was 
elected to Parliament for Calgary 
West in 2011 with 62.2 per cent of 
the vote. Supporters of other par-
ties would have little incentive to 
vote, as they already believe that 
the Conservatives will win their 
riding in spite of their ballot. A 
reformed system that takes votes 
into account nationwide would 
reinvigorate a jaded electorate — 
a vote would count towards a na-
tional total for a party, regardless 

of one’s geographic location. Voter 
apathy could explain Canada’s em-
barrassing voter turnout. Approx-
imately 60 per cent of eligible Ca-
nadians reported to the polls last 
election, compared to 75 per cent 
of Dutch voters and 89 per cent of 
Belgian voters in their most recent 
elections. Th is can be partially at-
tributed to electoral systems that 
more closely refl ect the national 
popular vote. Reform has the op-
portunity to make every vote valu-
able, and no vote would be useless 
as too many are today.

Th rough the tumults of time, 
the great Canadian fort of democ-

racy has stood strong. However, 
the winds of change are blowing, 
and the Canadian electoral sys-
tem needs renovations to avoid 
becoming a run-down shack that 
does not provide strength to the 
people within it. Th e majority of 
people must not be marginalized 
by an antiquated electoral system. 
Canada is a proud democracy — 
a minority should not be able to 
control the destiny of an unwilling 
majority. Let us take to our tool 
belts, gather our lumber and build 
real democratic reform that is fair, 
proportionate and representative 
of all Canadians. 
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Democratic reform
A new model is needed for fair representation

Jeremy Woo
Gauntlet Opinions
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Richard Goldberger 
Gauntlet Sports • @RGoldberger

On Wednesday, April 3, Univer-
sity of Calgary provost and vice-
president academic Dru Marshall 
unveiled the new logo for Dinos 
athletics to an eager student body 
and faculty. As part of the rebrand-
ing campaign, the Dinos have 
partnered with Nike as their offi  -
cial sponsor for their athletic ap-
parel, in addition to other changes 
around athletics that include the 
upcoming overhaul of the Jack 
Simpson Gymnasium. Th is new 
corporate partnership brings po-
tential for increased athlete re-
cruitment and merchandise sales. 

Th is rebrand is the fi rst time 
since 1998 that a new logo has 
been introduced, replacing the 
current “lizard” logo that was ar-
guably outdated and lacking in 
ferocity. In its place is the updated 
“Rex” logo — a simpler, bolder 
alteration to the pre-existing logo 
with a sharper, more modern ap-
pearance. 

Th e “Dinos” text has been fur-
ther updated from its originally 
black and yellow italicized text to 
rounded, bold, white-fi lled text. 
However, the introduction of this 
new logo has immediately sparked 
debate over the aesthetics of the 
new look, as well as the decisions 
made regarding the direction of 
the logo.

Th e previous logo was not a fa-

vourite among many students, 
some of whom didn’t even recog-
nize it as the Dinos offi  cial logo. 
Upon fi rst glance, the new logo ap-
pears to be a well-adapted update 
of the former logo. Yet, at the same 
time, the overly simplistic new 
look is less aesthetically pleasing 
than it fi rst appears. 

Th e colour and redesign of the 
T-Rex is too cartoon-like for an es-
teemed university brand. In addi-
tion, the new “Dinos” text beneath 
the logo resembles a font used in 
the Flintstones and may be the big-
gest disappointment of the entire 
project, bringing attention to the 
lack of intensity and fi erceness. 
Th e image may be more appropri-
ate as a display for a daycare news-
letter than on a Canadian Interuni-

veristy Sport uniform. Apart from 
the emphasis on the T-Rex’s sharp 
pearly whites and claws, the logo 
lacks the ferocity that its designers 
intended. 

Some students have not been 
shy about sharing their displeasure 
with the logo.

“I had a laugh when I fi rst saw it,” 
said fourth-year earth science stu-
dent Matthew Coulas. “Th e dino, 
the writing, everything just seems 
a bit juvenile and too cartoonish.”

With the recent success of many 
Dinos athletic programs, such as 
football, women’s hockey, women’s 
track and fi eld, women’s basketball 
and men’s swimming, the U of C 
athletics programs are perhaps the 
most successful of any school in 
the Canada West conference. Th e 

new logo fails to capture the seri-
ous and competitive nature of the 
Dinos athletics program.

A main goal of the rebrand was 
to combat student apathy towards 
athletics. Despite this logo ap-
pearing more suited for a junior 
high school than a university, the 
rebrand is still an opportunity to 
unite students in a shared identity, 
something that the university has 
struggled with in the past. 

Whether students choose to 
embrace this new look and the at-
titude that comes with it, the new 
logo is here to stay. However, the 
university’s new look has not been 
accepted by the student body right 
out of the gates despite the ex-
citement that has been built up 
around the rebrand. 

Curtis Wolff
Gauntlet Sports • @CBWolff 

Not everybody likes the new 
Dinos logo. Although the Uni-
versity of Calgary was probably 
hoping that the release of the new 
athletics identity would be met 
with universal adoration, such a 
reaction was likely never in the 
cards. Th e introduction of new 
logos and uniforms in sports is 
oft en met with a healthy dose of 
criticism even at the professional 
level. 

Sometimes redesigns are a huge 
hit, like the rejuvenation of the 
old Toronto Blue Jays logo for the 

2012 Major League Baseball sea-
son. Or logos can fl op, like the jar-
ring neon Miami Marlins design 
that received much ridicule when 
it was unveiled in 2011. Quite of-
ten reactions fall somewhere in 
the middle. 

While the new Dinos logo won’t 
blow critics away, it successfully 
captures the themes of simplicity 
and fi erceness that its designers 
were aiming for and as a result de-
serves such a reaction.

Unfortunately, the redesign has 
come under fi re from many stu-
dents for a variety of reasons: too 
simple, too childish and too cross-
eyed, among a variety of other 
complaints. Debate over the new 
logo has created a level of interest 

in our university athletics teams 
not oft en seen when they are actu-
ally playing sports. However, the 
negative reaction to the new logo 
is somewhat unwarranted.

Th e instant nostalgia for the 
outgoing logo is a bit of a mystery, 
considering that the new logo is 
in many ways a less atrocious ver-
sion of the old one. Th e old lizard 
logo could be the poster-child for 
the tragic decade of design that 
was the 1990s, which gave birth 
to some of the most questionable 
sports designs in recent memory. 
Th e old dinosaur is far too de-
tailed, from his face creases to his 
spine. 

Th e “Dinos” lettering slants 
awkwardly upward and the “Uni-

versity of Calgary” lettering hangs 
beneath, unconnected to the logo. 
While it would have been inter-
esting to see the U of C go in a 
diff erent direction — such as a 
dinosaur skull or footprint — the 
new logo fi xes the basic design 
problems of the old one while 
maintaining the tradition of hav-
ing a dinosaur featured.

Th e new Dinos logo is now 
among the most modern-looking 
of Canada West logos. Many CW 
logos have the simplicity compo-
nent of a successful design fi gured 
out, but are nonetheless outdated. 
Th e Dinos logo now has the sim-
plicity that the old one lacked and 
the freshness that rivals the Uni-
versity of Fraser Valley’s impres-

sive scary green mountain logo. 
It sure beats the University of Al-
berta logo, which features a seem-
ingly drunk Golden Bear creepily 
leering at whoever happens to be 
looking directly at him.

One of the best features of the 
new logo is its cost. Designed com-
pletely in-house, the new logo was 
developed at only a fraction of the 
cost of hiring an expensive exter-
nal design fi rm to come up with a 
concept. While not all U of C stu-
dents may adore the logo, would 
they rather have the university pay 
for an externally designed logo? 
While the U of C didn’t blow any-
body away with the new design, 
they did a decent job on the new 
logo at a bargain price.

Rousing rebrand reactions
courtesy University of Calgary com

m
unications

Debating the Dinos logo redesign

Logo lacks intensity

New design is fi ne



Justin Azevedo 
Gauntlet Sports • @AzevedoJ

The American Hockey 
League has long been the 
place to develop top draft  

picks, test potential rule changes 
and store players that will eventu-
ally need to be recalled. Th e AHL 
has been around in one form or 
another since the early 1930s, but 
has only really been used as an af-
fi liate league since the late 1970s. 

Th e Calgary Flames have relo-
cated their affi  liate team four times 
in the past 10 years but currently 
they reside in Abbotsford, British 
Columbia. However, the Abbots-
ford Heat face some signifi cant 
geographic challenges. Th e closest 
team to them in distance — the 
Oklahoma City Barons, the Ed-
monton Oilers’s farm team — are 
1,548 kilometres away, and the 
Heat are the only AHL team west of 
the Central Time Zone. 

As a result, there has been a lot 
of speculation that the Flames may 
look to move the team to New 
York state in the future but nothing 
concrete has been decided. 

As for Flames talent in Abbots-
ford, TJ Brodie has spent the bal-
ance of the NHL season with the 
Flames, but prior to the resolution 

of the lockout he was playing top-
pairing minutes in Abbotsford. 
Brodie, 22, has emerged as the 
Flames’s most NHL-ready prospect 
and has been playing big minutes 
since the departure of Jay Bou-
wmeester to the St. Louis Blues. 
Brodie has put up good numbers 

in Abbotsford, scoring at a 0.5 
point-per-game rate in his 115 AHL 
games. He also was the team’s lone 
representative at the 2011 AHL All-
Star Game. Brodie has been play-
ing top-four minutes and is likely 
the best defender for the Flames 
at this point. Currently, Brodie 
projects to an off ensive-minded 
number three defenseman but, 
based on his play this season, his 
ceiling may be higher than that. 
He will be relied upon heavily in 
the future.

Th e most well-known pros-
pect in Calgary’s system is with-
out question Sven Baertschi. Th e 
fi rst-round pick in 2011 is likely 
the most-hyped prospect the 
Flames have had since defender 
Dion Phaneuf. Baertschi’s de-
but in 2012 was electric, scoring 
three goals over the course of his 
fi ve game call-up. He started this 
season in the AHL with the Heat 
due to the lockout, where he suf-
fered a concussion 21 games into 
the season. By the time he had 
fully recovered, the NHL was back 
in session and Baertschi was on the 
Flames’s third line. However, aft er 
10 games and a hip fl exor injury he 
wasn’t having the impact that was 
expected of him and was sent back 
to the AHL. 

Baertschi tallied 18 points in 21 
games at the AHL level prior to the 
NHL season and since being sent 
down he has scored four goals to 
go along with three assists in nine 

games. His AHL results are encour-
aging, and he won’t turn 21 until 
the start of next season, so expect 
big things from him in the future. 

Roman Horak was acquired 
from the New York Rangers in the 
Tim Erixon trade and he has per-
formed pretty well. He might not 
be producing points at the NHL 
level yet, but he has killer speed 
and started this year in Abbotsford 
with 12 goals in 14 games. He will 
be a solid third-liner in the future.

Max Reinhart, Calgary’s third 
round pick in 2010, has been de-
ployed in a defence-fi rst, shut-
down role this year, so that’s where 
the lack of points has come from. It 
is signifi cant that head coach of the 
Heat Troy Ward trusts a 20-year-
old rookie in every situation, and 
Reinhart projects to a third-liner at 
some point in the future.

Past those four players, how-
ever, the production of the rest of 
the team isn’t terribly encourag-
ing. Forward Akim Aliu hasn’t 
done anything to show he can be 
a full-time NHLer and Ben Street 
and Paul Byron are likely replace-
ment-level forwards. Pending free-
agents Greg Nemisz and Leland 
Irving likely won’t be receiving 
contract off ers this off season with 
the Flames looking to overhaul 
their prospect base and open up 
roster spots for incoming NCAA 
players. 

Defender Chris Breen will likely 
get his last legitimate shot at an 

NHL roster spot next year and for-
ward Lance Bouma has shown the 
ability to move the puck the right 
way at the NHL level but it is still 
unknown what eff ect missing an 
entire year with an injury will have 
on Bouma. 

Th e Heat also have Mark 
Cundari, a newly acquired 
22-year-old defenseman coming 
from the Peoria Rivermen, the St. 
Louis Blues’s affi  liate. He will likely 
challenge for an NHL roster spot 
coming out of camp next year, but 
isn’t viewed as a high-impact play-
er down the road. 

Goaltender Danny Taylor has 
played well, but might fi nd him-
self without a contract due to a 
glut of goaltending prospects in 
the Flames’s system.

When evaluating the Heat ros-
ter as a whole, it is pretty easy to 
see who has a chance at the NHL 
on this roster and who doesn’t 
— but most AHL teams look like 
this. Th ree or four players are out 
in front of the rest, and the re-
mainder of the roster is made up 
of grinders hoping for one more 
chance at an NHL job. 

One way or another, the AHL 
team will start to look better with 
prospects such as John Ramage 
possibly coming through next 
year from the NCAA. Th e Flames 
are in full-blown rebuild mode 
now and the changes will certainly 
be felt in every part of the organi-
zation, including the farm team.  
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Slim pickings for Flames in Abbotsford
courtesy Clint Trahan /Abbotsford Heat
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Suppliers of HFL tested products for DINOS and CSCC Olympic / Oval athletes

BRETT BLASZKO
Dinos Football

TIANNA RISSLING
Dinos Swimming

VARSITY 
PHARMACY
MSC  -0100

A first-year receiver on the Dinos football 
team, is the 2013 male rookie of the year. 
Joining the Dinos from his native Burlington, 
Ont., Blaszko became the fifth Dino in seven 
years to earn the Canada West rookie of the 
year award after finishing as the fifth-leading 
receiver in the conference with 23 catches 
for 389 yards and five touchdowns – all 
despite only appearing in six games. His first 
CIS catch went for a 65-yard major in Week 
1, and he added a 75-yard score later in the 
season. A student in the Faculty of Arts, 
Blaszko averaged 16.9 yards per catch in his 
rookie campaign.

is the second swimmer in as many years 
to take home the award, following 
Amanda Reason in 2012. Named the 
Canada West and CIS rookie of the year, 
Rissling won two gold, one silver, and one 
bronze medal at her first CIS champion-
ship. A first-year kinesiology student from 
Redcliff, Alta., Rissling set a new CIS 
record in the 400-metre individual medley, 
adding another individual title in the 
50-metre breaststroke. Her performance 
very nearly earned her CIS swimmer of 
the year honours.

ROOKIES OF THE YEAR

Curtis Wolff
Gauntlet Sports • @CBWolff

There’s less than a minute 
left  in the third period and 
former Calgary Flames 

sniper Th eo Fleury is fl ying down 
the right wing. Twirling quickly 
onto his backhand he catches 
the defender off  guard and slides 
the puck into the slot. Imagine if 
you could take the pass and wire 
a shot past sprawling ex-Toronto 
Maple Leaf all-star Curtis Joseph 
to win the game.

It sounds like a fantasy, but for 
some lucky and generous donors, 
the dream will come alive April 
12–14 at the Pro-Am Face Off  for 
Alzheimer’s.

During this innovative charity 
event, local teams that have raised 

a minimum of $25,000 through 
individual or corporate donations 
will have the opportunity to lace 
up their skates with a hockey great 
of their choice.

A draft  will be held on April 
12 at the Westin Hotel, where the 
team that raised the most money 
will select fi rst overall.

Draft  eligible players for 2013 
include NHL legends Lanny Mc-
Donald, Tiger Williams, Jeremy 
Roenick, Gary Roberts and Rene 
Corbet among others.

Draft ing fi rst overall this year 
are the Prime Suspects. Led by 
captain and Calgary-based engi-
neer Brett Chorney, the team has 
raised an astonishing $113,925 
for the Alzheimer’s Society. Over-
all, 20 teams have raised over 
$800,000 for the event.

Th e action kicks off  with a 
$1,500 per-ticket luncheon in 
honour of NHL legend Gordie 
Howe’s 85th birthday. Th e draft  
will be held that night, with the 
competitive, non-contact tour-
nament taking place on April 
13–14.

Funds raised will go towards 
the Alzheimer’s Society of Al-
berta and Northwest Territories, 
an organization that raises aware-
ness and supports research into 
the cause and potential cures for 
Alzheimer’s and related demen-
tias. According to the Alzheimer’s 
Society website, 40,000 Albertans 
suff er from dementia and the 
province has the highest preva-
lence in Canada of early-onset 
dementia, defi ned as people diag-
nosed under the age of 65.

Familar faces join forces for Mr. Hockey’s 85th

Stars shine for great cause

Hitmen ready for long playoff run
The Calgary Hitmen have advanced to the Western Hockey League’s Eastern Conference semifi nal against the Red 
Deer Rebels. The Hitmen defeated the Swift Current Broncos in the quarter-fi nals series 4–1 and currently have a 3–1 
series lead against the Rebels in the semifi nals. Game fi ve of the series is on April 11 at 7 p.m. at the Saddledome. 
If needed, game six is on April 13 in Red Deer and game seven would be on April 16 at the Saddledome. Tickets 
for the playoffs start at $15 for students, which is a great deal considering it will be the only playoff hockey at the 
Saddledome this year. 
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April 17-19,
April 22-26, and

April 29-30

CONSIGN
YOUR

BOOKS!

Students’ Union Program for Education Related Work

Great job,
valuable experience,
too little pay?
S.U.P.E.R.WORK can help! The Students’ Union Program for 
Education Related Work (S.U.P.E.R.WORK) is a work 
experience subsidy program.
S.U.P.E.R.WORK provides a $1000 wage subsidy award to 
undergraduate University of Calgary students earning less 
than a competitive wage at a summer employment position 
related to their degree program. To find out if you qualify 
or to apply, visit www.su.ucalgary.ca/superwork

Study finds students can’t read anymore
Susan Anderson 
Features Editor

A recent study at the Univer-
sity of Calgary has found 
that university students 

are losing their ability to read. One 
of the fi rst signs of this decrease 
is an inability to understand sat-
ire. Th e lead researcher, Dr. Cindy 
Whitehorn, said that although this 
decrease is sad, it really comes as 
no surprise.  

“Students these days just don’t 
read,” Whitehorn explained.  “Th e 
primary school system spends so 
much time teaching students to 
read and trying to instil them with 
a love of reading, but it just isn’t 
sticking anymore.” 

Th e study looked at the read-
ing level of 1,000 U of C students 
across all faculties, and found that 
the average reading level was a 
Grade 4 level, which means that 
reading comprehension was se-
verely lacking.  

Although faculties such as engi-
neering and science scored worse, 
faculties where strong readers were 
expected didn’t score much better.  

“Apparently the English majors 
don’t actually read the books they 
are assigned anymore,” said White-
horn.  

Although this study is not the 
fi rst of its kind in North America, 
it is the fi rst one that looks at U of 
C students. Questions remain as to 
how U of C students fare in com-

parison to other schools.  White-
horn will be collaborating with 
researchers at other schools to see 
if this is a national trend and where 
U of C students sit on a national 
scale.  

Whitehorn believes that the 
Internet and social media have 
caused the greatest decline in the 
scores.  

“If a student spends all day look-
ing at Facebook, there’s really no 
wonder that they can’t read a piece 
of text longer than 500 words,” said 
Whitehorn.  

A reduced attention span seems 
to be one of the main factors lead-
ing to the reduction in reading 
ability. Every website off ers videos, 
pictures and the ability to change 
the page in seconds, which has a 
negative impact on reading ability.  

Whitehorn was unsure of what 
the long-term consequences would 
be of this reduced reading ability. 

“Sadly, we do expect reading 
ability to keep falling. Th ere’s a 
downward trend and we don’t 
expect it to bottom out anytime 
soon. Who knows what the con-
sequences will be for our society, 
which is predicated on reading. 
Will we return to being cavemen 
and communicating through pic-
tures?” Whitehorn said. 

Surprisingly, Whitehorn found 
that understanding satire was the 
fi rst ability students lost.  

“We started with the obvious 
ones, such as A Modest Proposal. 

And the students were just as per-
plexed as the initial British audi-
ence. Yet, when we showed them a 
clip from Saturday Night Live, they 
understood the satire,” said White-
horn. Th is correlation shows that 
the reading is the reason that the 
satire is missed, not failing to un-
derstand the concept of satire itself. 

“I do like to read,” said third-year 
nursing student Heather McFarlan. 
Yet, when asked what she had read 
lately, she answered, “Well, uh, I did 
skim through my notes for class last 
week and I’m very devoted to Twit-
ter. I read the back of a cereal box 
this morning.”  

McFarlan believes the study re-

sults are accurate, however.  
“I will admit that I don’t read as 

much as I should, but it’s just so 
complicated — long blocks of un-
broken text confuse me,” said Mc-
Farlan.  

Second-year engineering student 
Kyle Geurther said that he doesn’t 
see reading as very important any-
more.  

“Math is where it’s at. Who re-
ally needs to read?” said Geurther. 
Geurther does enjoy reading the 
comics in the Calgary Sun.  

“Doesn’t that count as satire?” he 
asked.  

Professors have also reacted to 
these fi ndings. Sociology profes-

sor Dr. Harry Divult, who has been 
teaching at the U of C for 21 years, 
said that the fi ndings don’t really 
come as a shock to him.  

“I could have told you that stu-
dents can’t read as well as they used 
to. I wouldn’t need to do a study 
to fi nd that out. Look at the qual-
ity of essays I receive. Th ere are 
some bright students, but most of it 
is scary — and not the Halloween 
kind of scary,” said Divult.  

Divult said that when students 
were presented with several pages 
of text in class, most just stared 
blankly at it, not knowing what to 
do. 

“We are doomed,” he concluded.

Adrienne Shum
lich
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TUESDAY, APRIL 16 • LOT 32

SMALLTOWN DJs, THE DUDES,
         TRANSIT, NEXT DAY HEROES

Performances by: 

STUDIO SUBLIME BELLY DANCERS    AND MASTER OF CEREMONIES JETT THUNDERS

with

GATES AT 11:30 a.m., BEER GARDENS OPEN 12 - 5 p.m.

WRISTBANDS:
Wristbands available April 10, 11, 12 and 15, North 
Courtyard, MSC, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. One wristband per 
person. Age and student ID required. U OF C 
STUDENTS ONLY.

PARKING ADVISORY:
Pay Parking Lot 32 (across from Scurfield Hall) will be 
closed all day. All vehicles parked in Lot 32 must be 
removed by 7 a.m. on Tuesday, April 16, 2013. Vehicles 
not removed by this time will be towed.

Alternate parking lots to use include: Art Parkade ($8 for 
entry), Lot 11 ($5 for entry) or Lot 10 ($5 for entry).

University of Calgary Parking and Transportation Services
403-220-6771 / 403-220-6772 / www.ucalgary.ca/parking

ROAD CLOSURES:
Campus Drive will be closed from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
The closure will be between Campus Place and
Campus Gate.

Those who regularly park in assigned lots 25, 28, 21 
and 19 will need to access their parking lots from 32nd 
Avenue for this day.

Parkers in assigned lots 31, 33, 34 will need to access 
their lots via 24th Avenue.

CALGARY TRANSIT 
CHANGES:
Bus route #20 will be rerouted for the day. Route to be 
determined by Calgary Transit.

403-262-1000 / www.calgarytransit.com

PARTY SAFE:
Plan your ride home. Remember your University ID and 
use your U-Pass to ride Calgary Transit.

CHECKSTOPS WILL BE
IN EFFECT.EDC

For more details, please visit
www.su.ucalgary.ca

TAXI CABSAVAILABLEon 24th Avenue4:30 - 6:00pm
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D r i f t e r s  W i t h  Pe n c i l s  —  J a n  O n g

I m a g i n a r y  A n o m a l y  —  M o r g a n  S h a n d r o

I t  G o e s  W i t h o u t  S ay i n g  —  D a w n  M u e n ch r a t h

N e t w o r k  A d m i n

L i f e  S c r e a m  —  S e a n  W i l l e t t
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