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With fi les from Jeremy Woo

Surcharges on credit card pur-
chases in MacEwan Student 
Centre are no more. Th e 

extra costs for purchases made 
with Visa or Mastercard ended on 
Friday, June 7, aft er the Students’ 
Union learned that these charges 
were being used by several MSC 
vendors, violating the contracts 
the businesses have with their 
credit card providers.

Any business in Canada that ac-
cepts Visa or Mastercard can not 
charge extra for a purchase made 
with a credit card, or make cash 
more advantageous, which is out-
lined in the contract businesses 
must sign with the credit card com-

panies whose cards they accept. 
Th e same rules do not apply to 

debit purchases, where surcharges 
are permitted.

Knowing that many MSC ven-
dors were charging extra for using 
credit cards, the Gauntlet contact-
ed SU vice-president operations 
and fi nance Eric Termeunde on 
Friday, sending an email request-
ing an interview.

Aft er receiving the email stat-
ing the subject of our questions, 
Termuende contacted the SU’s 
bank, the Royal Bank of Canada, 
to confi rm that credit card sur-
charges are not allowed on Cana-
dian purchases. 

“We asked for clarifi cation about 
the rules and regulations and they 
told us that absolutely no sur-
charges on credit card purchases 

of any kind were allowed,” said 
Termuende. “Immediately aft er, we 
set to put a stop to the surcharges 
and inquired as to where they were 
taking place.”

Termuende then contacted SU 
general manager Jeff  Marshall. Th e 
two surveyed MSC and took note of 
all the vendors who were charging 
extra for credit card purchases. 

Th e vendors who were imposing 
surcharges readily admitted to it, 
not knowing that they were violat-
ing the contracts they have with 
credit card companies. 

SU controller and fi nance man-
ager Richard Fung then con-
tacted the vendors on Friday 
aft ernoon, informing them 
about the violations. Th is result-
ed in the cancellation of all credit 
card surcharges in MSC.

Fung and Termuende both said 
that they did not have any knowl-
edge of the surcharges prior to Fri-
day aft ernoon.

All vendors complied with 
the SU’s advice about ending the 
charges, but Termuende explained 
that the matter is ultimately be-
tween the businesses and the cred-
it card companies. 

“We as a students’ union are a 
third party — the landlords to the 
tenants — so we advised them that 
this was not right and there would 
be repercussions not from us, but 
between them and the credit card 
companies,” said Termuende. “Our 
responsibility lies in advising them 
on what they should and should 
not do. Having said that, it wasn’t 
right that it was ever charged in 
the fi rst place, which is why we put 

a stop to it as fast as possible.”
Vendors’ belief that they were 

allowed to charge surcharges  on 
credit cards stemmed from a ru-
mour that circulated amongst the 
businesses in early spring. Many 
believed that there was a change 
in Canadian consumer law that al-
lowed businesses to pass the costs 
that credit card companies impose 
on them directly back to custom-
ers. 

Th ese rumours stemmed from 
a report published by the Con-
sumers’ Association of Canada 
on April 2, 2013, which discussed 
a pending case in Canada’s com-
petition tribunal between two 
credit card companies and for-
mer Competition Bureau head 
Melanie Aitken. 

Michael Grondin

Credit card surcharges dropped in MacHall

see surcharges, page 3
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the written word with her fi rst album review for the Gauntlet. 
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help us pale, stressed out editors with this doomed publication.
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City smokers down to the last drags
A few of us at the Gauntlet 

smoke cigarettes. I know, 
smoking will likely kill us, 

and I know, it’s expensive, gross, 
stupid and yada yada yada.

New smokers quickly realize 
that society no longer accommo-
dates them. Soon, we’ll have fewer 
places to indulge in our addiction 
in public.

Th e City of Calgary recently 
proposed a bylaw that will make 
smoking illegal in the vicinity of 
outdoor sporting facilities. Th is 
will eliminate some of the city’s 
best smoking spots, including 
Shaw Millennium and Bowness 
Parks. Lighting up on the side-
walk near playgrounds will be il-
legal. Th e bylaw’s message is clear: 
if you smoke, you are unwelcome, 
you should fi nd a place as far from 
healthy people as possible, and 
wallow in the shame of your dis-
gusting, dangerous and expensive 
habit, you bastard.

Legislators proposing the bylaw 
say it will protect children and 

families from the harmful eff ects 
of second-hand smoke. Th e bylaw 
stems from fears that if swift  ac-
tion is not taken, poison-puffi  ng 
addicts roaming our city’s parks 
will corrupt children’s lungs and 
minds. Kids will adopt the habit 
aft er observing how a cigarette 
dangling from one’s lips can 
transform acne-ridden teenagers 
into James Dean-esque sex sym-
bols.

Th e chilling facts about the 
substance have gained increased 
exposure — smoking kills over 
37,000 Canadians every year and 
is responsible for over 80 per cent 
of lung cancer diagnoses, accord-
ing to Health Canada. 

With statistics like these, smok-
ing bans sell themselves. Th ose 
who don’t smoke will support 
nearly any anti-smoking laws, and 
those who do will remain silent; 
because like pornography, while 
many indulge in smoking, few will 
vocally defend it.

However, we need to reconsider 

spending time and energy on this 
bylaw.

One of the politicians who 
proposed the bylaw, Ward 10 al-
derman Andre Chabot, claimed 
during an interview that the new 
rules were common-sense mea-
sures. But just seconds later, he 
also acknowledged that the bylaw 
could not be enforced, making 
compliance voluntary. Th e law’s 

lack of teeth is where the issue lies.
In an interview with the CBC, 

Chabot said that city council is 
“basically just trying to set an 
example through this bylaw.” To 
translate, city leaders are debat-
ing whether to create a new bylaw 
to make smoking in public more 
shameful. Keep in mind that there 
aren’t any plans for peace offi  cers 
to roam public parks or any other 
new measures to enforce any of 
the proposed rules. 

Banning smoking in build-
ings is enforceable because there 
is a defi ned boundary. While the 
bylaw attempts to defi ne a 5-me-
tre boundary around outdoor fa-
cilities, there are many grey areas, 
such as when the arbitrary line 
crosses onto private property.

So yes, smoking is detrimental 
to public health, but city council 
using its limited time to table a by-
law that they acknowledge will not 
be enforced defi es common sense.

Gauntlet Editorial Board



campus quips
“Debit. It’s the 
most convenient.”

– Sunetra Roychoudhury, 
third-year 
biological sciences

Interviews and photos: Michael Grondin

“Debit. I don’t like 
fi lling my wallet 
with change.”

– Wecsley Cheng, 
fi rst-year 
biological sciences

“Credit. Th ere’s not  
the same fees that 
can be associated 
with debit cards.”

– Rebecca Holgate, 
fourth-year math

“Credit. Might 
as well get some 
points.”

– Logan Heidt, 
second-year 
business

What is your prefered method of payment?
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The University of Calgary 
Students’ Union passed 
the fi rst draft  of its 2013–

14 operating budget on Tuesday, 
June 11, during Student Leg-
islative Council, outlining the 
organization’s fi scal plans for 
the upcoming year. Th e budget 
was passed unanimously with 
14 votes. A majority of nine 
was needed for the budget to go 
through.

SU vice-president operations 
and fi nance Eric Termuende 
presented the budget late dur-
ing SLC. He began by discussing 
the SU’s net revenue, which has 
grown considerably since 2010. 

“For 2013–14, our projected 
bottom line is roughly $1.3 mil-
lion,” said Termuende. “Between 
2010–11, our bottom-line rev-
enue was $500,000. Th at means 
we’ve seen a $700,000 increase in 
that time, but keep in mind that 
we are a not-for-profi t organiza-
tion. Just because we have $1.3 
million, that doesn’t mean that it 
goes to staff , executives or SLC. It 
goes to increasing our services, 

which matches our primary ob-
jective of serving and represent-
ing the students.” 

Th is $1.3 million in net rev-
enue is larger than most student 
unions in Canada because of the 
money the SU makes through the 
MSC, as the building’s vendors 
and events generate signifi cant 
revenue.

Th e total budget for the fi scal 
year comes out almost even, with 
a $284 surplus.

Aside from student services 
and administrative costs, money 

will go towards paying off  debt on 
the MSC mortgage, which tops $4 
million, and a contingency fund 
that the SU uses to off set future ex-
penses that students would have to 
bear. 

Th e total amount full-time 
students will pay to the SU will 
remain at $34.50 per year — a 
number that has not increased in 
17 years.

SU president Raphael Jacob said 
at the meeting that few student 
unions have the luxury of keeping 
their student fees at the same rate  

for such a long period of time.
“Very, very rarely is a student 

union in a secure enough position 
that they can keep fees this low,” 
said Jacob. 

Money acquired from student 
fees accounts for only nine per 
cent of the SU’s total revenue. 

Th ere were a number of new 
funds added to the executives’ 
budgets, including a $500 discre-
tionary fund set aside for U of C 
Board of Governors student rep-
resentative Michael Smith. Jacob 
said he decided on the new fund 

aft er Smith requested some mini-
mal fi nancial backing for obliga-
tions he has with the SU.

“[Smith] mentioned that the SU 
does not provide him with a lot of 
support, which is a fair point to 
make. Th e Board of Governors is 
a really high-level committee with 
a lot of play makers on it,” said 
Jacob. “I decided to set aside that 
$500 amount with the caveat being 
that in advance, he and I would ap-
prove any use of it. It’s not a slush 
fund for him.”

Jacob said that the total money 
the SU will use in the upcoming 
year will likely be less than what is 
budgeted, saying he would like to 
leave some breathing room in case 
unexpected expenses come up.

“Th e worst thing you can do in 
a budget is require more money 
than you budgeted for. It’s always 
better to have more money that’s 
left  unused and can be refi ned in 
years going forward than to have 
less,” said Jacob.

Th e second and fi nal vote on the 
budget will occur on June 26 during 
the next session of SLC. Th e meet-
ing starts at 6:30 p.m. in Council 
Chambers, located in the MSC. Stu-
dents are welcome to attend.

Eric Termuende presents the budget during Student Legislative Council on June 11.
Michael Grondin

SU approves fi rst draft of budget
Budget to be fi nalized after second reading on June 25

Surcharges, continued from cover
Media covered the report heav-

ily, with news outlets reporting 
that if Aitken won her case, busi-
nesses would be allowed to impose 
credit card surcharges on custom-
ers. Some MSC vendors misunder-
stood the stories, believing that 
Canadian law had changed and 
credit card surcharges were now 
allowed.

One of the MSC vendors who 
believed this was Happy Hut man-

ager Charlton Huns. Huns com-
plied with the SU’s advice to can-
cel the credit card surcharges, but 
said that a recent decision by the 
federal government had changed 
the rules.

“When we signed our agree-
ment with the bank, they had 
something like that in the con-
tract, that you can’t pass the 
[credit card fee] onto the custom-
er,” said Huns. “But the govern-

ment passed a law a few months 
ago that allows the merchants to 
charge back to the customer for 
any bank charge.”

Financial Consumer Agency of 
Canada communications offi  cer 
Natasha Nystrom confi rmed that 
there has not been any recent 
changes from the federal govern-
ment on the matter. 

“From a Government of Cana-
da perspective, there are no new 

regulations regarding credit card 
surcharges,” said Nystrom. 

Although he will no longer 
charge them, Huns said that the 
loss of the credit card surcharges 
will hurt his business.

“Here, we get a really high rate 
of cards used for purchases,” said 
Huns. “If we charge the customer 
25 cents for a purchase with a 
credit card, the business makes ten 
cents [off  the credit card surcharge] 

and then we have to pay the rest. 
We have to protect our profi ts too. 
Operating here is not easy.”

When asked about the end of 
the credit card surcharges, sec-
ond-year engineering student 
Sean Bennet said he was pleased 
to hear about the change. 

“Food in MacHall can be pric-
ey,” said Bennet. “I use my Visa a 
lot, so it’s good to know that it’ll 
be a little cheaper.”



Th e University of Calgary recent-
ly announced that it will receive 
$1.8 million in additional funding 
from the federal government for 
research. 

Th e money will go towards sev-
eral projects, including research 
in stem cells, kidney disease and 
fi sh health. U of C professors Ed 
O’Brien and Justin MacDonald 

will collect the largest share of the 
funds, with $393,727 going towards 
the study of new treatments for vas-
cular anti-infl ammatory therapies. 

Th e money will be provided by 
the Canadian Foundation for In-
novation, a federally funded non-
profi t organization dedicated to 
keeping Canadian research com-
petitive at an international level.
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With its opening scheduled for 
Sept. 1, the current renovations of 
the clubs space in the MacEwan 
Student Centre will create big 
changes for campus clubs — more 
specifi cally, to their offi  ces.

Prior to the renovations, clubs 
used private offi  ces that were as-
signed by the Students’ Union. 
Once construction at Th e Hive is 
completed, clubs will no longer 
have these private offi  ces, as the 
new space will be transformed 
into open, common areas.

According to SU vice-president 
student life Ben Cannon, space 
was limited under the old sys-
tem, forcing the SU to choose 
which clubs would get their own 
space.

“Th e one year when I was 
an arts representative and on 
clubs committee, the decision 
on which clubs got an offi  ce was 
mostly made on merit, but some 
were also distributed in a kind of 
lottery,” said Cannon. “It was def-
initely an imperfect system which 
left  a lot of room for clubs to take 
offi  ces who didn’t necessarily 
need the space.”

Cannon said the clubs that 

were lucky enough to get them 
oft en under-utilized these limited 
offi  ces.

“With the private offi  ces, there 
were about 20 to 30 of them. Most 
of the clubs who had them were 
either just using them for storage 
or hanging out,” said Cannon. 

Th e new clubs space will instead 
rely on large common areas and 
new lockers for storage, doing away 
with the private offi  ces altogether. 
Cannon said this will make the area 
more useful for the many clubs who 
need support from the SU.

“Th ere’s defi nitely an argument 

to be made for creating a kind 
of club culture and having a set 
place where everybody can meet 
in their own private space, but 
because we have over 300 clubs 
on campus, [the SU] decided to 
move away from the private of-
fi ces,” said Cannon. “Th e new 
space will be primarily bookable, 
work-room type spaces like the 
ones in the Taylor Family Digital 
Library. We’re still working out 
the kinks in terms of how those 
rooms will be booked.”

Th e new common areas will 
be similar to the ones that were 

previously there. Changes will 
be in the new furniture and tech 
equipment, with a large portion 
of the construction budget going 
towards these areas. 

Not all clubs are pleased with 
the changes. Ski and Snowboard 
Club president Michael Issakidis 
said his club received little con-
sultation on the changes and that 
they are not pleased with losing 
their offi  ce.

“It’s annoying, I can tell you 
that,” said Issakidis. “It makes 
it harder for us to keep in con-
tact with students and provide 

them with our services.”
Th e renovations are being 

funded through Quality Money, 
with the total cost slated at 
$38,000. 

Cannon said that for the most 
part, clubs should be pleased 
with the changes that are being 
made to the space. 

“Th ere’s going to be a lot more 
common space with lots of room 
for clubs to all hang out,” said 
Cannon. “It’s not necessarily pri-
vate, but things will change a little 
bit, and I think overall, it’s going 
to be a great improvement.” 

(Left) A conceptual sketch of clubs space after renovations. (Right) The Hive as it looks currently, under construction.
(Right) courtesy Nyhoff Architechture / (Left) courtesy Henry Rosvick

New clubs space gets rid of private offi  ces
Bookable work rooms to be featured in Th e Hive

Online or on paper, your opinion counts.
Your university is listening.

Universal Student
Ratings of Instruction
The Universal Student Ratings of Instruction (USRI) is your opportunity to evaluate your 
courses and contribute to improving the quality of future course instruction at the U of C. 
Evaluations will be accepted:

June 3 - 26, 2013
www.ucalgary.ca/usri

University of Calgary Board of 
Governors student representa-
tive Michael Smith was recently 
recognized by the charity Youth 
in Motion as one of Canada’s Top 
20 Under 20, an annual award 
that celebrates the achievements 
of Canada’s most successful 
teenagers. 

He was chosen from thousands 
of applicants who applied in Feb-
ruary. 

Besides his BOG position, 
Smith is also the president of the 
U of C Campus Conservative As-
sociation, CEO of the Smith Fam-
ily Group and the senior director 
for the southern Alberta youth 
wing of the Progressive Conser-
vative Party. Smith is 19 years old 
and is studying education.

A funeral will be held at St. 
Michael’s Catholic Community 
Church on Friday for U of C ath-
lete and recent graduate Danielle 
Kendall. Kendall passed away on 
June 2 during a trip to Ecuador. 
She was struck in the head by a 
large piece of ice while climbing 
the Cotopaxi volcano in the An-
dean mountains.  

Th e trip was part of a pre-gradu-
ation celebration with friends.

While attending the U of C, she 
was on the 2012–13 Dinos track 
team and majored in chemical 
engineering. Kendall planned to 
work in the oil and gas industry 
following her graduation.

She was scheduled to take part in 
the spring convocation this week.

Feds give research cash to U of C Funeral to be held for student athlete BOG student
representative 
wins Top 20 Under 
20 award

WANT TO BE A REPORTER?
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Montreal rock band Suuns will be 
making their fi rst Sled Island ap-
pearance this year at Th e Palomino 

on June 20.
Th eir stop at Sled Island comes during a 

long tour this summer to promote their latest 
album, Images du Futur which was released 
in March. Th e Suuns spent three weeks tour-
ing in Europe and the last couple of weeks in 
western Canada and the United States.

“We’ve already played well over 50 shows 
in the last three and a half months,” guitarist 
Joseph Yarmush says.

And they’ll be playing at over 30 more loca-
tions before the end of the summer.

Th eir music is an amalgamation of elec-
tronic, folk-rock and occasional jazz melodies 
that repeatedly alternate between throbbing 
bass beats with rising and falling guitar riff s 
and soothing vocal harmonies. At times it’s a 
hypnotic industrial electronic and at others a 
calming folk-rock drone. Th eir music puts a 
heavy emphasis on repetition but will change 
just as the listener thinks they know what to 
expect.

Yarmush says it took them a while to devel-
op their sound and that it was smart for them 
to wait three years, aft er they formed in 2007, 
before putting out their fi rst album, Zeroes 
QC, in 2010.

“By playing live, that’s how we knew the 
songs,” Yarmush says. “When we hit the 
studio, anything that we had that was extra 

— that we had never really played — didn’t 
sound right to us and so it didn’t make it on 
the record.”

However, Yarmush says the fi rst album felt 
more like an archive of their songs. With their 
latest album they hadn’t played many of the 
songs live and they approached it diff erently, 
with a lot of work going into the arrangement.

“Th at’s where our strength has developed 
— the actual process of creating a whole al-
bum,” Yarmush says.

For the Suuns the work doesn’t seem to 
stop. Th ey’ve released three music videos for 
their new album since last November and are 
working on a fourth.

At Sled Island

SUUNS Europe 2011
June 19
Andi State’s documenta-
ry fi lm follows Montreal 
band Suuns on their 2011 
tour in Europe to promote 
their debut album. Th is 
fi lm is playing at the Na-
tional Music Centre at 6:30 
p.m. Th is event is free.
 
Swans
June 19
Th e critically acclaimed 
veteran experimental 
rock band Swans will 
be playing at Dick-
ens Pub at 10:30 p.m. 
Visit sledisland.com for 
tickets.

Iceage 
June 19
Th is promising young Dan-
ish punk-rock band will be 
playing in the basement of 
the Royal Canadian Legion 
No. 1 Branch at 1:00 a.m.
Visit sledisland.com for 
tickets.

Th ee Oh Sees
June 21–23
Sled Island legends Th ee 
Oh Sees are back and 
playing three shows this 
year: June 21 at 10:30 
p.m. at the Golden Age 
Club, evening of June 22 
aft er 12:30 a.m. at the No. 
1 Legion and June 23 at 
9:00 p.m. at Republik. 
Visit sledisland.com for 
tickets.

Sean Sullivan
Entertainment Editor 

Peace will be making their third Sled Is-
land visit this year, performing at the 

Royal Canadian Legion No. 1 Branch on 
June 19 and at Tubby Dog on June 22. 

Frontman Dan Geddes says their sound 
has changed slightly over the years since 
they began in 2008.

“It has been kind of a classic evolution 
where we started out as a scrappier version 
of what we are now,” Geddes says, “a more 
punk inspired version, and as we’ve gotten 
older and experimented a little more musi-
cally, our tastes have changed and our am-
bitions have grown.”

Geddes says they have been moving to-
wards “singer-songwriter” folk music and 
the next album will be even more so than 
the last.

Th e word “scuzzy” has been tossed 
around to describe the band — describing 
their usual psychedelic post-punk sound 
but also the Vancouver dive-bar where 
they got their name. Geddes says that he 
and drummer Geoff  Dembicki were drink-
ing in Funky Winker Beans where an old 
man gave them the peace sign and said that 
was the name of their band. Th ey fi gured 
they wouldn’t trifl e with fate.

Peace has accumulated many strange sto-
ries such as that one over the years. Th ey 
recorded their latest album in Pamela An-

derson’s hometown, once performed in the 
basement of Canada’s department of foreign 
aff airs building and played in a detached ga-
rage looking out on a cemetery.

“We’ve played to a lot of strange dogs on 
the west coast,” Geddes adds. “I mean that 
literally.”

He says there was a dog that liked to 
watch shows and bob its head and mosh 
with the audience.

“Th ere was one show in Oakland where 
somebody crowd-surfed a dog,” Geddes 
says. “I was a little concerned for the dog’s 
safety at that point.”

Unpredictable Suuns

From psychedelic post-punk to folk
Suuns are performing at The Palomino the evening of 

June 20 and will take the stage at 1:00 a.m.
Visit sledisland.com for tickets.

courtesy Joseph Yarmush

Peace is performing at the Royal Canadian Legion No. 1 
Branch at midnight on June 19 and at Tubby Dog at 4:00 

p.m. on June 22. Visit sledisland.com for tickets.
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CONGRATS GRADS of 2013!
Twenty years from now you will be more disappointed 

by the things that you didn’t do than by the 
ones you did do. So throw off the bowlines. 

Sail away from the safe harbor. 
Catch the trade winds in your sails. 

Explore. Dream. Discover.
— Mark Twain, American author
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Queens of the Stone Age
...Like Clockwork
June 4, 2013 (Matador Records)June 4, 2013 (Matador Records)

I t’s clear while listening to …Like 
Clockwork that singer and guitarist 
Josh Homme is not the same person 

he was when Era Vulgaris was released six 
years ago.

Homme experienced severe complica-
tions during surgery in 2010 and was bed-
ridden for three months. He slipped into a 
deep depression and questioned whether or 
not he would ever be all right again.

The gravity of facing his human frailty 
has seeped into the creation of this album. 
The fi nal product is something moodi-
er and more thoughtful than any album 
they’ve released before.

Th e opening track begins with the omi-
nous sound of glass breaking, which leads 
into Homme’s crooning over a slow, heavy 
rhythm. “Keep Your Eyes Peeled” is the 
usual desert-rock style Queens of the 
Stone Age are known for, but it’s an un-
characteristically serious opener for them. 
It signals that you’re in for more of Queens 
of the Stone Age’s darker side with ...Like 
Clockwork.

Homme asks, “Slowly, can one so lost 
be found?” and tells you, “Lonely, you 
don’t know how I feel.” Being lost and 
being unable to connect are both themes 
continued throughout the album. Although 
this introspective album does explore un-
familiar territory, the band fi nds its foot-

ing after so many years between releases. 
Through pensive songs like “The Vampyre 
of Time and Memory” and the equally un-
expected “…Like Clockwork,” the listener 
begins to understand how much Homme 

struggled to fi nd himself again.
The album offers less solemn moments 

and their fi rst single “My God Is The Sun” 
is the aggressive, fast-paced rock fans love 
them for. But in my opinion, it’s also one 

of the weakest tracks on the album because 
of its predictability.

The track “Smooth Sailing” is cocky and 
erotic — the kind of song you can expect 
to hear at pubs and parties this summer. 
“Kalopsia” has a far-off dreamy quality 
unlike anything I’ve heard from Queens of 
the Stone Age before. It shows even more 
variation in their repertoire and a willing-
ness to experiment. 

One of my favourite tracks is “I Appear 
Missing.” It really engages with Homme’s 
experience in the hospital and being inca-
pacitated. This song more than any other 
makes the listener feel like they are navi-
gating through the “fog” he experienced 
after his near-death experience. Through 
both music and revealing lyrics — such 
as “pinned like a note in a hospital gown” 
— Homme communicates honestly and vul-
nerably with whoever is listening.

This album feels more cohesive and pol-
ished than any album they’ve released be-
fore. …Like Clockwork is satisfying for avid 
Queens of the Stone Age fans who may have 
been waiting since high school for some-
thing new and appeals to new listeners who 
are getting introduced to desert rock for the 
fi rst time. It’s not as charged and intense as 
their best album, Songs for the Deaf, but 
it shows the kind of growth I hope for in a 
band that’s been together since the ‘90s. 

Queens of the Stone Age will be per-
forming in Calgary at the Stampede Corral 
on Aug. 8.

Athena G. CsutiAthena G. Csuti

courtesy Matador Records
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What’s worse than dumb-
ing down an intelligent 
concept for an audi-

ence? Ignoring it altogether. Th is 
is the crime of Th e Purge, a horror 
movie which could have been one 
of the best fi lms of the year and is 
instead is one of the most disap-
pointing. Th e movie’s premise 
has almost limitless potential but 
is used simply to set up a generic, 
bland and stupid home-invasion 
fi lm. I came out of the theatre feel-
ing defeated and wondering exactly 
what the fi lmmakers were thinking.

In Th e Purge, the United States 
has reached an all-time low and a 
newly elected government — the 
“new founding fathers” — came 
up with an idea called the Purge, 
where for 12 hours, during one 
night of the year, all laws are sus-
pended. Everything that is normal-
ly considered a crime — including 
murder — is now legal. Th e belief 
is that everyone can release their 
frustrations all at once during the 
Purge. If those considered to put a 

drain on the system — the home-
less, sick and elderly — wind up 
being the ones killed then that’s 
just a sacrifi ce everyone will have 
to make.

Th e story takes place in 2022, 
focusing on a family who provide 
shelter for a homeless man dur-
ing the Purge and fi nd themselves 
under attack for doing it. Th e en-
tire premise exists so that the fi lm-
makers can make a home-invasion 
movie where the police can’t be 
called, because emergency services 
do not operate during those 12 
hours.

What results is a home-invasion 
movie that takes place in the dark, 
has a bunch of jump scares and 
lacks any of the initial intrigue 
that the fi lm’s premise promised. 
Th e father, James (Ethan Hawke), 
sells security systems to protect 
families during the Purge — de-
spite supporting the concept on 
the whole — and the mother, 
Mary (Lena Heady), has no defi n-
ing characteristics. Both change 
personalities frequently through-
out the fi lm. Th e daughter, Zoey 
(Adelaide Kane), disappears from 

most of the fi lm for no reason. 
And the youngest child, the son 
Charlie (Max Burkholder), makes 
terrible decision aft er terrible de-
cision — he makes all the deci-
sions that could potentially doom 
the family. Th ere’s no continuity 
or sense of space in the three-
room house, which makes fol-
lowing the characters’ movements 
very diffi  cult throughout the fi lm.

Th e villain, played by Rhys 
Wakefi eld, is a nameless man who 
stares directly into a security cam-
era for most of his screen time. 
He is well spoken, tells everyone 
exactly what is on his mind and is 
just about the only reason to see 
the fi lm. However, the villains have 
no more reason for doing what 
they do except because they can.

Th e Purge has a brilliant concept 
and terrible execution. It could 
have taken its premise in any di-
rection and instead wound up as 
a mediocre home-invasion movie. 
Attempts at social commentary are 
ignored, and most of the fi lm con-
sists of various “boo!” moments 
and bad decisions. Don’t make one 
of the latter by seeing Th e Purge.

Film review: Th e Purge

courtesy Universal Pictures
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