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This week’s long overdue Golden 
Spatula goes to none other than Kate 
Jacobson. Today I told Kate to write 
her own Golden Spatula. I guess it goes 
to show the sorry state of the award 
when I couldn’t even get the award 
winner to stay in the damn offi ce long 
enough to do write her own award. So 
I will write the rest of it as if I were 
Kate. Let’s step into Kate’s mind for a 
second. Wooozooop.  “Dawg I put the 
team on my back, write articles erry-
day, gotta do this shit for the Gauntlet.”

“The goddess inside 
every woman is most 
alive when writing for the 
Gauntlet,” - Steve Harper

Kate Jacobson

campus comment
Should CJSW get the $1 referendum fee increase? Why or why not?

“I think they should. Th e arts 
are important, it’s where a lot 

of people can go for an outlet.”
– Travis Beale, 
second-year communications

“No. I didn’t even know there 
was a radio station.”

– Claire Colvorne, 
fourth-year arts

“Yeah. I went to another 
university and worked for the 
radio station. It’s important.”

– Stephanie Robillard, 
fi rst-year goescience

“No, I don’t personally listen 
to it at all.”

– Dan Pound, 
fourth-year kinesiology

Photos: Zainab Takuma Interviews: Liv Ingram

I care about the Students’ Union 
and what they do for my uni-
versity experience. Four years of 

working here at the newspaper has 
let me closely watch the SU and each 
team of executives.

I strongly believe that the SU does 
an eff ective job. Yes, I like criticizing 
them as much as possible to keep 
them accountable, and yes I love 
grilling potential candidates who 
think they have what it takes to be an 
executive, but overall, the SU runs a 
tight ship.

Th ey are one of the more powerful 
students unions in the country, and 
their hold over MacHall is one of the 
main reasons for this. If you’ve never 
studied at another university, you 
might not appreciate what we have 
here at the U of C, but just know that 
not every student union has a $18 
million budget with only a $32.50 
per semester fee. Not every univer-
sity has a building as useful and stu-
dent friendly as MacHall.

So come SU election campaigns, 
I worry about what would happen 
if a candidate got elected because 
of apparent popularity rather than 
their ability  — and I’m not talking 
about the roulette wheel that is the 
race for arts representative, I’m talk-
ing about president. When candi-
dates don’t know about mandatory 
non-instructional fees or they don’t 
realize that they will have no con-
trol over the registrar’s offi  ce, I get 
worried. Candidates need to realise 
that there are a lot of things they 
won’t have control over and they are 
making empty promises. I can only 
hope that the 25 per cent of students 
who vote will care about more than 
a poster. 

While you may not know the his-
tory of MNIFs or MacHall lease ne-

gotiations, candidates need to have 
an in-depth knowledge of current is-
sues that the SU is facing. I’m always 
alarmed when I fi nd myself know-
ing more about the SU than these 
candidates who claim that they are 
capable of actually doing the job.

But I ask myself, what could a 
horrible president actually do? Th e 
SU has 55 full-time staff  members 
who keep the place running. And 
even the most talented and capable 
executives quickly learn how much 
they can’t control, how long projects 
take and how even the best idea can 
be soon forgotten. So when I hear 
candidates promise completely un-
reasonable reforms to be brought in 
by September, I can only laugh.

Despite their challenges, the SU 
will continue to do great work, and 

they will continue to serve a student 
body who doesn’t understand or 
care.

For example, a lot of the candi-
dates are running on increasing 
communication and transparency. 
Yes, communication can always be 
improved. However, the SU doesn’t 
go out of its way to keep students 
in the dark. It’s a very transparent 
place. It’s up to the students to meet 
the SU halfway by caring and getting 
involved. Either that or don’t com-
plain. 

I know that the SU wants nothing 
more than for every student to care 
about this university, be involved 
and have their voice heard. If you 
want to get involved on this campus, 
there are almost endless opportuni-
ties. If you want to know about the 

Students’ Union, there is a ton of 
information on their website, on 
social media and around campus. 
Hell, if Robert’s Rules are your thing, 
attend Student Legislative Council 
on Tuesday nights. Snaps for Jacob. 
Th e executives are open to email or 
face-to-face meetings. All you need 
is something to say.

So maybe you don’t know what the 
international college is or how the 
SU is involved in Calgary’s battle for 
secondary suite regulation or how 
the SU voted on tuition increases this 
year. And you probably don’t care. 
But the SU’s work helps to defi ne this 
school, so if you do vote, make sure 
you know what you’re doing.

Susan Anderson 
Gauntlet Editor-in-Chief

United behind the Students' Union



Riley Hill
News Editor

During this year’s election, 
students will be asked to 
raise the $5.00 CJSW levy 

by an extra dollar per semester. 
Th e campus radio station wants 
the money to pursue their plans 
for growth, but one University of 
Calgary student argues undergrads 
shouldn’t foot the bill.

CJSW wants to rebuild its website 
so live shows are automatically con-
verted into podcasts. Th is would 
create a new online archive, with 
shows ready to stream when people 
want to listen.

“We see a huge opportunity in 
delivering our content to a wider 
audience in a more accessible way,” 
CJSW station manager Myke Atkin-
son said.

But with new content comes new 
problems. To make the podcasts 
accessible, the website would need 
upgrades. Once that’s done, some-
one needs to maintain all the new 
data. Volunteers can help, but the 
station would have to hire a full-
time staff  member to manage what 
Atkinson called their new web de-
partment.

“Someone will be hired to man-
age that volunteer group within the 
station and maintain the web side 
of the station,” he said.

Th is is what CJSW wants to do 
with the levy increase. Th ey want 
to improve their website and they 
need a new staff  member to do it. 
And as the campus radio station, 
they see students as a reasonable 
place to ask for support.

“We are the No.1 campus radio 
station in Canada. By a number of 
measures, we’re the best,” Atkinson 
said. “Th is small investment from 
all of the students will make a huge 

impact on the station.”
Second-year political science 

student Don MacLeod doesn’t see 
it this way. He started a “no” cam-
paign to oppose the levy increase.

If CJSW wants to grow, he thinks 
they shouldn’t be asking students 
for funding.

“[CJSW] is allowed to go out and 
get funding from various non-prof-
its and charities that exist,” MacLeod 
said. “Why are the students being 
asked to pay when there are other 
organizations to provide exactly 
what CJSW wants funding for?”

CJSW already receives signifi cant 
grant funding from the types of or-
ganizations MacLeod mentioned. 
Last year, they took in $142,751.

MacLeod thinks they can do 
better.

“It doesn’t seem like it’s that much 
to ask [CJSW] to go out there and to 
ask for a little bit more,” he said.

MacLeod said the station should 
ask their listeners for donations if 
the money they get from grants is 
not enough.

CJSW did raise $208,867 during 
their funding drive last year. Th is 

was the most successful fund drive 
of any campus radio station in Can-
ada. CJSR from the University of 
Alberta did second best, with just 
over $104,000.

But MacLeod thinks if CJSW can-
not fundraise enough to pay for 
their growth, they should scrap the 
plans.

“If this service is truly such a 
great benefi t that the entire stu-
dent body should be asked to pay 
for it, then surely it shouldn’t be 
that much to ask for a dollar or two 
more from listeners,” he said.

Because most CJSW listeners are 
in the community, not on campus, 
MacLeod said he thinks students 
should only pay for “absolutely base-
level stuff ” at the radio station.

“To put a person in a room with a 
mic in front of them — I’m OK with 
paying for that,” he said. “What I’m 
not OK with is paying for these ex-
tras.”

Atkinson said CJSW needs more 
than just the basics if they’re to 
get grant funding or contributions 
from listeners.

“Giving someone a microphone 

and letting them just talk, that 
doesn’t make good radio. Th at 
doesn’t bring $200,000 in from the 
community, or $140,000 in grant 
funding,” Atkinson said. “In order 
to achieve those things, we have to 
make good radio.”

Th e last referendum to increase 
CJSW’s levy was in 2007.
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STUDENTS’ UNION ELECTION 2014
CJSW referendum brings 
out yes and no campaigns
Radio station wants money to grow, MacLeod says no

Signs from the yes and no campaigns side by side.
Riley Hill

How did CJSW 
get their money 
in 2013?

Student levy 
$298,716

Fundraisng
$208,867

Grants
$142,751

Advertising
$46,129

Casino:
$16,993

Other:
$23,408

Michael  Grondin 

Thursday, Feb 27, 12 
p.m.
Vice-president academic 
forum
(MacHall)

Friday, Feb 28, 12 p.m.
Vice-president student life 
forum (MacHall)

Friday, Feb 28, 1 p.m.
Engineering candidates 
(Engineering Student Lounge 
Block E, Main Floor, Room 
134)

Friday, Feb 28, 2 p.m.
Science candidates (MacH-
all)

Friday, Feb 28, 3 p.m.
All candidates (Eng. Lounge)

Monday, Mar 3, 12 
p.m.
President forum (MacHall)

Monday, Mar 3, 2 p.m.
Arts candidates (MacHall)
 
Monday, Mar 3, 7 p.m.
Executive candidates (Dining 
Centre)

Information courtesy of the Students’ Union

Do you have questions for the 
candidates? Want to show those 
fat cats who’s boss?
Check fi nd out what the candi-
dates have to offer. It’s quick, easy 
and a good chance to see if they 
can hold their own.

Ilyas Gora and Adam Swertz 
at a forum last Monday.
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The Kelsy Norman 
poster critique
Campaign veteran picks the 
best and worst 

Michael Grondin

Riley Hill
News Editor

Last Monday, candidates camped 
out across campus to get the 

best spots for their campaign post-
ers. Nothing could be put on the 
walls before 8 a.m. By 9 a.m. the 
entire campus was covered.

Since we have to look at them for 
the next week, we decided to have 
some fun and contacted former 
arts representative Kelsy Norman. 

During his two election cam-
paigns, Norman turned heads with 
his ‘Hello Kelsy Kitty’ cut outs and 
clean poster designs. He also had 
a career in graphic design before 

coming to the University of Cal-
gary, and right now, he has a rad 
podcast called Informal Education 
you should check out.

We took a walk around campus 
on Monday to look at the posters. 
Written below is Norman’s com-
ments, which he kindly let me 
record. Candidates slept in MacHall overnight to get the best spots.

It looks like they’re burning in 
hell. That’s not the message 
I think they wanted to send to 
students.

This is one of the cleanest 
posters I’ve seen all election — 
simple three colours with only 
the necessary information. 

It’s really great that he got some 
of the preschoolers in his family 
to help him with this poster, but 
I like the hands on approach.

Love this poster. Just clean, 
simple and it looks badass. 
Smart move saving money with 
the black and white.

This is my No. 1 pick. It’s well 
designed and he obviously put 
a lot of work into it. People will 
Google this guy.

I respect this on the level that it’s 
trippy. If you’re freshly blunted, 
you’re really going to love this 
poster.

This one is very professional 
looking. With the red and white, 
the message really pops out — 
and the KitKat’s all right.

I don’t understand this. Is he 
hitchhiking somewhere where 
they make better posters? It’s 
even taped poorly.
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Do it during lunch. Do it on 
the bus. At the library. In the 
middle of the night. With your 

friends. While you’re distracted in class.
Wherever and whenever.  Just, don’t 
forget to do it. 
Vote, that is!
The SU General Election is right around 
the corner and it’s your chance to choose 
who represents you next year. Unlike 
other elections, you don’t have to drive 

to a polling station or wait in line. You 
can quickly and easily vote on your 
phone, computer or tablet. All you need 
is your student ID and three minutes. 
Online voting for the election starts at 
9 a.m. on March 4 and goes until 4 p.m. 
on March 6. If you’d rather vote at a 
physical polling station, they’ll be set up 
around campus at the TFDL, MacEwan 
Student Centre (North Courtyard) and 
Science Theatres from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
all three days of voting. This year there 
will also be an evening voting station 
at the Dining Centre from 3 p.m. to 
7 p.m. on March 4 and 5. 

If you think your vote doesn’t matter, 
think again! Your Student Legislative 
Council (SLC) represents you on 
numerous issues, including the 
SU’s stance on tuition and student 
fee increases, study space, safe and 
affordable housing, quality teaching 
and various strategy committees on the 
future plans for the university.
These elected officials are also responsible 
for the SU’s $15 million annual 
budget, food vendors in MacEwan 
Student Centre, representing you to the 
university administration and all levels of 
government, bursaries and scholarships 
and Clubs funding.

Check out this year’s candidates and 
their platforms on the SU website at 
su.ucalgary.ca/elections. Don’t forget to 
read over the two referendum questions 
ahead of time so you know what 
position you support. Then, on voting 
days, make your mark - no matter where 
you are, or the time of day!
From March 4 to 6 look for the VOTE 
button online at www.su.ucalgary.ca, 
visit your student centre, or drop by 
one of the polling stations. 

Don’t forget to join us at 
the Den on March 6 at 
5 p.m. for election results!

SU General Election 
su.ucalgary.ca

Do it anywhere. All you need is your student ID and 3 minutes. 

Pay more money and spot the duds
A few things to consider about the Students' Union election

If you’re wondering why the 
hallways are smothered in 
posters, our student union is 

having an election. Candidates will 
go to great lengths to get your at-
tention. Last year, this guy just 
walked around in a Batman suit 
with a big sign. Th e year before, 
one candidate’s strategy included 
complimenting guys on their dicks, 
and she won.

If you can look past the bullshit, 
these elections are worth your 
time. Th e Students’ Union is the 
reason everyone can see a dentist 
or an optometrist, and they’re the 
only representatives we have when 
negotiating with university admin-
istration, faculty or governments. 
Th e organization is important. We 
have to make sure the riff  raff  isn’t 
in charge.

If you want to learn something 
about the candidates, you can 
watch their pitches on NUTV, lis-
ten to interviews on CJSW, read our 
election supplement on page 12 or 
attend the candidate forums. But 
before you make any decisions, 
consider these points.

 
Th e MacHall re-develop-

ment fee is expensive, but it’s 

worth your consideration
You will be asked to approve a 

new student fee that would be used 
to pay for the re-development of 
MacHall. For full-time students, 
this would raise their annual edu-
cation bill by $70. Th is is not a vote 
to decide whether or not MacHall 
will be re-developed — that deci-
sion has already been made. Th e 
referendum asks students if they’re 
willing to help pay for it.

If you want the SU to stay in con-
trol of MacHall, it would be wise 
to vote in favour of the fee. Money 
generated from MacHall allows the 
SU to maintain a robust budget, un-
matched by most student unions 
in Canada. Without control of the 
building, the SU would be forced 
to drastically raise student fees to 
maintain revenue. And the SU is in 
negotiations right now over control 
of the building, so don’t assume it 

can be taken for granted.
Undergraduates have paid simi-

lar fees for re-development projects 
in the past. Th ese students didn’t 
reap the rewards of this investment 
— we did. We should consider the 
legacy we leave.

 
Diff erent positions have 
diff erent portfolios

Many of the candidates have 
promised to tackle problems that 
are not under the responsibilities 
of the position they’re running 
for. Every job in the SU has its own 
portfolio. Diff erent jobs bring dif-
ferent responsibilities.

Someone running for vice-
president operations and fi nance 
should not be thinking about or-
ganizing events on campus. Th at’s 
the job of the vice-president stu-
dent life. And the Board of Gov-
ernors is not the place to make 
more nutritional information 
available on campus. Th at task is 
better suited for vice-president 
operations and fi nance, or the 
president.

When a candidate makes prom-
ises that don’t relate to their jobs, 
it means one of two things: they 
don’t know anything about the job 
they’re running for or they’re try-
ing to fool you.

You can find a brief explana-
tion of the executive positions in 
our election supplement. If you 
want to see what SU executives 

are already working on, their 
trimester reports are on the SU 
website.

You should put pressure on 
candidates; see what they can 
handle

Th is is diff erent from student 
government in high school. Th e SU 
has an $18 million budget.  Th eir 
executives work full time and make 
over $37,000 a year. Th e SU has 
55 full-time employees, many of 
whom are committed professionals. 
And their executives have to lobby 
and negotiate with provincial cabi-
net ministers — generally a shrewd 
bunch. Th is is serious work.

If a candidate asks for your vote, 
make them sing for their supper. If 
they don’t impress you, don’t give 
them your vote. Th e SU is too valu-
able to hand control over to just 
anyone. So be respectful, but don’t 
be nice. Try to stump them if you 
get the chance and avoid voting for 
your friends.

 
Don’t base your vote on how 
sexy the candidate is

Maybe my friends are just goons, 
but every year, someone says to me, 
“I’m voting for x. He/she is hot.”

Th ere are clearly some sexy peo-
ple running for offi  ce. But don’t 
base your vote on that. Do I really 
have to explain why?

Riley Hill writes a column about student life
once a month

Riley Hill
News Editor

 Th e Students’ Union advertisement is provided by the su and published without Gauntlet editorial revision. 
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Zainab Takuma
Gauntlet News

Venezuela has seen a lot of un-
rest over the past two weeks. 

Beginning on Feb. 5 — the coun-
try’s National Youth Day  — anti-
government protesters lashed out 
over food shortages, high infl a-
tion and the government’s abuse of 
power.

Calgarians have taken to the 
streets in solidarity. Mayda Boberly, 
a Venezuelan student at the Univer-
sity of Calgary, explained the mo-
tive behind the protests in Calgary. 

“We need the international 
community to pay attention to 
what’s going on in Venezuela. 
Th ere have been violations of hu-
man rights and the military is kill-
ing students,” Boberly said.

Many of the protestors are stu-
dents upset with the long rule of the 
United Socialist Party said Luis Na-
varro, one of the Calgary protestors.

“Students are tired of the eco-
nomical problems. Nothing is get-
ting better, everything is getting 
worse,” Navarro said. 

Despite being an oil-rich na-
tion, Venezuela has struggled 
with staggering poverty, wors-
ened by runaway infl ation rates. 
Businesses need permission to 
import goods and are limited in 
their use of foreign exchange. 
Government critics claim this 
has caused a shortage of food and 
medical supplies.

Since the anti-government pro-
tests began, violence and killings 
have escalated, with no signs of 
calming down.

Venezuelan protests 
come to Calgary

Courtesy of WikiCommons

Kate Jacobson
Gauntlet News

Campus Security recently 
brought concerns to the 
Students’ Union over the 

breakdancers in the MacHall south 
courtyard.

Th e SU has a general liability pol-
icy that covers club activities. It pro-
vides both insurance against bodily 
harm and liability for property dam-
age. 

Since the breakdancing is not of-
fi cially approved by the SU, Campus 
Security is concerned that none of 
these protections are in place.

Th e breakdancers are a mixture 

of community members and execu-
tives from the Hip Hop and Funk 
Styles Club. 

Th e space isn’t booked out by the 
dancers. Allowing the club to of-
fi cially book the space would solve 
several of the insurance and liabil-
ity issues. However, it would create 
a diff erent set of challenges for SU 
vice-president student life Ben Can-
non. 

“It would set a precedent that we 
could break our own rules,” Can-
non said. “We would be allotting a 
certain club far more than what they 
would typically get according to our 
regulations.” 

Typically, the SU allots clubs a cer-

tain amount of time slots per semes-
ter in spaces like the south court-
yard in MacHall. Th e SU expressed 
concerns that if the HHFS offi  cially 
books the space, they would be allot-
ting a group not entirely composed 
of U of C students more time than 
the SU booking allowance permits. 

Cannon said Campus Secu-
rity had approached the SU with 
their concerns, mentioning that, 
“non-SU forces had asked for the 
break dancers to stop.”

Campus Security maintains that 
they have no security concerns with 
the use of the south courtyard and 
are primarily concerned with risk to 
individuals.

HHFS president Jared Herring said 
his club is sympathetic to Campus 
Security’s concerns. 

“It’s important for everyone to 
have an open mind about how pub-
lic space is utilized,” Herring said. 

Like Cannon, he sees the court-
yards as an open space that contrib-

utes to the quality of student life on 
campus, although he admitted his 
frustration with some of the rules.

“It’s defi nitely disappointing when 
we’re asked to leave spaces that were 
once empty, just so they can remain 
empty,” Herring said. 

Cannon mentioned that he 
had “always personally seen it as 
something that was not governed 
by the SU,” talking about the im-
portance of student accessibility 
to the space.

Break dancing in MacHall broken up
Campus Security brings concerns to the Students' Union
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MONDAY

Drum   &   DJ
Gucchi      DJ SPARX
Featuring:
LUSH DANCERS
99¢ Draught
$4.00 HiBalls

INDY WEDNESDAYS

$4.75  BTL Canadian
  BTL Coors Light
  Jagermeister
  Tequila

Feb.26  HACHIMAN
  RETLAW

Mar.5  ARBACHEIN
  KINGDOM OF FEW
  OUTLETS

SHOWCASE SUNDAYS

$4.50 Bottled Beer
 HiBalls

Mar.2  Drum & DJ SAX

Mar.9 FTS
 MOLOTOV SMILE

TUESDAY

BROKEN TOYZ
80’s Metal at it’s BEST

THURSDAY - SATURDAY

Feb.27 - Mar.1
WASTED NATION

Mar.6 - Mar.8
SONIC ADDICTION

LIVE 7 NIGHTS A WEEK
1324 - 17 AVE SW.

Follow us on facebook @ Morgan’s Pub - MorgansPubCalgary.com

Research working with 
the Health System

L to R: Greg Kawchuk, Leah Phillips, Linda 
Woodhouse of the Bone and Joint Health SCN

The successful recipients of 
the 2013 PRIHS competition:

Critical Care SCN 
Intensive care capacity in Alberta
Sean Bagshaw (UA), Tom Stelfox (UC)

Cardiovascular & Stroke SCN
Improving heart device care
Derek V. Exner (AHS), Sandeep 
Aggarwal (UC), Brian Buck (UA), 
Andrew M. Demchuk (UC), Sajad 
Gulamhusein (UA), Colleen M. Norris 
(UA), Roopinder K. Sandhu (UA), 
Stephen B. Wilton (UC) 

Diabetes, Obesity & Nutrition SCN
Quality care for obesity patients
Mary Forhan (UA), Jeffrey A. Johnson 
(UA), Arya M. Sharma (UA)

Seniors’ Health SCN
Elder friendly surgery care
Rachel G. Khadaroo (UA), Fiona 
Clement (UC), Jayna Holroyd-Leduc 
(AHS), Raj Padwal (UA), Adrian 
Wagg (UA)

Emergency SCN
Emergency department imaging
Eddy S. Lang (UC), James Andruchow  
(UC), Michael J. Bullard (UA), Derek 
J. Emery (UA), Brian Holroyd (UA), 
Andrew D. McRae (UC), Brian H. Rowe 
(UA), Robert J. Sevick (UC)

Bone & Joint Health SCN
Arthritis care access
Deborah A. Marshall (UC), 
Linda Woodhouse (UA)

Cancer SCN
Rectal cancer care 
Todd P. McMullen (AHS), Don Buie 
(AHS), Neil A. Hagen (AHS)

Surgery SCN
Improving surgical recovery
Leah M Gramlich (UA), Gregg S. 
Nelson (UC)

Critical Care SCN
Best critical care practices
Tom Stelfox (UC), Sean Bagshaw (UA)

Bone & Joint Health SCN
Back pain care
Linda Woodhouse (UA), Greg Kawchuk 
(UA), Leah Phillips (AHS)

SCN = Strategic Clinical Network
UA = University of Alberta  
UC = University of Calgary
AHS = Alberta Health Services

Of the 85% of all adults who will 
experience back pain in their life, 
only 10% need specialized care. 
Unneeded consultations and imaging 
mean that some back pain becomes 
more diffi cult to treat over time while 
wait times to see a specialist can be 
as long as four years. 

The SpineAccess Alberta project, 
developed by a team led by Dr. Linda 
Woodhouse, will create triage centres 
in Alberta so that back pain sufferers 
get the right care at the right time and 
specialist wait times are reduced.

SpineAccess Alberta is one of 
ten projects funded through the 
Partnership for Research and 
Innovation in the Health System 
(PRIHS) Fund, created by Alberta 
Innovates – Health Solutions (AIHS) 
and Alberta Health Services (AHS).

PRIHS supports networks 
of researchers and clinical 
practitioners—Strategic Clinical 
Networks—working across the 
continuum of care with an emphasis 
on population health, community and 
primary care Supported networks 
look at potentially ineffi cient activities 
in the health system, and discover 
through research if there are better 
and more sustainable ways to do 
them. Evidence is then used to 
improve overall quality of care and 
value for money in the health system.

AIHS funds and supports research 
and innovation activities to improve 
health, the health system and 
wellbeing. 

Learn about how we are making 
a difference: aihealthsolutions.ca

Farah Kammourieh
Gauntlet News

Imagine you’re a 10-year-old 
girl living in rural Kenya. 
You are  sexually assaulted 

and you report the incident to 
the police. Chances are, your re-
port will not be taken seriously. 
Not because laws aren’t there to 
protect you. Th e law isn’t being 
enforced.

One group decided to change 
this. In May 2013, a human rights 
network called Equality Eff ect 
(E2) won a constitutional chal-
lenge against the Kenyan govern-
ment and police for failing to en-
force their own laws. 

E2 pushes countries to enforce 
already-existing human rights laws, 
especially those protecting young 
women and girls. E2’s team includes 
University of Calgary law professor 
Jennifer Koshan. She helped with 
the case that E2 won in Kenya last 
May — a case involving 11 girls 
who had been sexually assaulted.

“Equality eff ect formed out of 

the friendships of a number of 
women,” Koshan said. “It was 
formed to work on issues of vio-
lence against women and girls.”

Th e team included Mercy 
Chidi, who runs a Kenyan shelter 
for women who have been sexu-
ally assaulted. Chidi asked E2 to 
pressure Kenyan police to inves-
tigate the cases of these 11 girls. 
Th is evidence was used as a basis 
for E2’s claim that the government 
was failing to enfore their laws.

E2 and a team of lawyers 
from Canada, Ghana and Ke-
nya worked together to assemble 
their case. On International Girls 
Day in 2012, E2 fi led in the High 
Court of Kenya. 

“Th e action was brought against 
the Kenyan police commissioner, 
the director of justice and the 
public prosecutors,” Koshan said.

Th e judge found a number of 
the girls’ rights were violated.

“Th e court found a violation of 
a number of the girls’ rights under 
the Kenyan constitution, includ-
ing their right to equality, their 

right to security of the person and 
the right to access justice,” Koshan 
said. 

Aft er the ruling, the judge or-
dered police to investigate the 11 
girls’ cases and to act promptly and 
eff ectively in the future. Koshan 
said Police have shown a willing-
ness to co-operate with local NGOs 
to improve their practices.

“We’re working with the police 
now. Th e judgement was the fi rst 
step in this process,” Koshan said. 
“We’re working to develop train-
ing procedures and protocols so 
that future cases will be handled 
properly.”

She added that police have been 
accused of conducting ineff ective 
investigations in the past, which 
was in violation of Kenyan and in-
ternational law. 

According to Koshan, projects 
that seek to recognize women’s 
rights can be culturally imposing 
in other countries. However, she 
said this case was successful be-
cause it highlighted the violation 
of Kenyan laws specifi cally. 

U of C prof helps women 
in Kenya get justice

SU kills plans for 
smartphone app
Riley Hill
News Editor

The Students’ Union has 
canceled plans to create 

their own smartphone app.
Former SU president Hardave 

Birk ran for president with the 
idea of creating an SU app two 
years ago. Th e idea turned out to 
be more diffi  cult than expected. 

Th e SU has decided to piggy 
back on a similar app being cre-
ated by the University of Calgary.

“We don’t think the SU app 

would be the most effi  cient use 
of money anymore,” current SU
president Raphael Jacob said. 
“It’s really hard to do an app 
properly. At the same time, 
when the university is releas-
ing their own, there’s not much 
benefi t for the SU to do one as 
well.”

Th e SU app was supposed to 
be funded by Quality Money. 

Jacob said, aside from stan-
dard staffi  ng costs for reviewing 
the idea, no money was spent 
on the scrapped project.

NGO tackles sexual assault in Kenya
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NOTICE OF ACCLAMATION
following persons elected to the position to which they were nominated:

Faculty Representative, Werklund School of Education . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sherin Mohammad

Faculty Representatives, Haskayne School of Business . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tyler Hodgson 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Jasmine Chitroda

Faculty Representative, Law . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . George Huang
 

VACANCIES
following positions vacant:

Faculty Representative, Nursing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

Faculty Representative, Social Work. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

For more information, visit www.su.ucalgary.ca/elections.

DATED at the University of Calgary in the City of Calgary, Province of Alberta, this 
13th day of February, 2014.

 
Students’ Union, MSC 251 (cro@su.ucalgary.ca)

President . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

Vice President Academic . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

Vice President External . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

Vice President Operations and Finance . . . . . . 1

Vice President Student Life . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

Faculty Representatives, Arts. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

Faculty Representative, Kinesiology . . . . . . . . 1

Faculty Representative, Medicine . . . . . . . . . . 1

Faculty Representatives, 
Schulich School of Engineering . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

Faculty Representatives, Science . . . . . . . . . . 3

Faculty Representative, Veterinary Medicine . . 1

Board of Governors 
Student at Large Representative . . . . . . . . . . . 1

Senate Student at Large Representative . . . . . 2

NOTICE OF ELECTION
THE STUDENTS’ UNION, THE UNIVERSITY OF CALGARY

Voting will take place on the 4th, 5th, and 6th days of March 2014. Locations and hours are as 
follows:

Tuesday, March 4 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., MacEwan Student Center, Science Theatres 
 and TFDL. Additonal polling station open from 3 to 7 p.m. in the 
 Dining Centre. 

Wednesday, March 5 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., MacEwan Student Center, Science Theatres 
 and TFDL. Additonal polling station open from 3 to 7 p.m. in the 
 Dining Centre.

Thursday, March 6 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., MacEwan Student Center, Science Theatres 
 and TFDL. 

Online voting will take place at myUofC Student Centre beginning at 9 a.m. on March 4 and 
closes at 4 p.m. on March 6, 2014. All University of Calgary undergraduate students registered in 
the Winter 2014 session are eligible to vote.

www.su.ucalgary.ca/elections

Sean Willett
Production Editor

The University of Calgary 
might be getting a new 
tenant — one that is over 

70 million years old. 
Last October, U of C profes-

sor Darla Zelenitsky and her 
research assistant discovered 
the fossilized skull of a Pachy-
rhinosaurus inside the town 
limits of Drumheller. A relative 
of other frilled dinosaurs — like 
Triceratops and Centrosaurus 
— Pachyrhinosaurus is distin-
guished by a large, bumpy sur-
face on its nose. This surface, 
known as a boss, was one of the 
only parts of the dinosaur that 
was exposed when the skull was 
found. 

The specimen, which is around 
the size of an office desk, may 
be the largest Pachyrhinosaurus 
ever discovered.

“You don’t know for sure until 
you go through the collections, 
but from what I can tell from 
the literature, the boss on this 
specimen is 20 per cent larger 
than the boss of the next largest 
individual,” Zelenitsky said. “It’s 
massive.”

Th e skull took over 10 days to 
excavate from the surrounding 
rock. Several months were needed 

to prepare the top portion of the 
skull, but more work needs to be 
done before it can be displayed at 
the U of C.

“It has to be flipped over and 
prepared in the bottom so it 
may not be done for another two 
years,” Zelenitsky said. “After 
that it will hopefully go on dis-
play, but that is a long way down 
the road.”

Zelenitsky and her research 
team will also be studying the 
skull to learn more about the 
development and distribution of 
Pachyrhinosaurus. So far, three 
species of Pachyrhinosaurus 
have been named: P. perotorum, 
P. canadensis and P. lakustai, the 
latter of which was only named 
in 2012.

“The first thing that will be 
done with the skull is to try to 
determine if it is a new species,” 
Zelenitsky said. “If it’s not, then 
it is most likely a P. canadensis.”

Only one other Pachyrhino-
saurus skull has been discovered 
from the Drumheller region. 
Currently, it’s on display in the 
Badlands Historical Centre. 

“The other skull looks a little 
different from this one,” Zel-
enitsky said. “But any differences 
might just be due to the age of 
the new individual, since it is just 
so big.”

The big skull on 
campus

An artist rendition of the Pachyrhinosaurus above the skull.
Courtesy Darla Zelenitsky

Fossil discovered by U of C 
professor in Drumheller
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With around 10 minutes 
left  in the third period, 
the bar knew the game 

was over. Th e Canadian men’s 
hockey team was up 3–0 over Swe-
den and playing such a strong de-
fensive game that the Swedes were 
barely touching the puck. Some 
of the world’s most gift ed athletes 
fl ashed across the ice in front of us, 
CBC’s cameras oft en zooming in to 
capture the beads of sweat trickling 
across their foreheads and subtle 
facial twitches of fear, anger, excite-
ment.

Th ousands of miles away in Al-
berta, bar patrons watched agape, 
eggs going cold and the carbonation 
in their 5 a.m. beers fi zzling. Sweat 
also trickled across their foreheads 
— they cringed and howled at every 
shot Sweden took. 

At 60 seconds left  on the clock, 
a rambling, incoherent attempt to 
sing the national anthem broke out, 
building up to an explosion of noise 
when the clock hit zero. “We did it!” 
people screamed. High-fi ves and 
hugs all around. A few guys stole 
kisses. Hockey was Canada’s game 
once again. “We are the greatest,” my 
friend Evan laughed, “and everyone 
sitting here drinking had everything 
to do with this victory.”

What would have happened had 
Canada lost to Sweden? Maybe we 
would we have reacted with more 
class than many American hockey 
fans, who took to name-calling 
over Twitter aft er losing to us in the 
semi-fi nals 1–0. Maple syrup seems 
to be a popular target for Americans 
to poke fun at, although it is deli-
cious and less racist than their Aunt 
Jemima equivalent. But Canada 
would not have dealt with a silver 
medal well. Th e nation would have 
been dejected. Headlines scream-
ing, “Heartbreak.” Navel-gazing 
for weeks, mute condemnation of 
many of the players, especially Sid-
ney Crosby, who failed to produce 
a goal during the tournament until 
the second period of the last game.

It’s quite possible the country 
would have breathed a collective 
sigh and sucked defeat up, much 
like the 2006 disaster in Turin, Italy. 

But who remembers seeing Van-
couver in fl ames aft er the Canucks 
lost game 7 in the 2011 Stanley Cup 
Final? I’m only half joking, but aft er 
hearing the boos in the bar we were 
in everytime Sweden took a shot I 
started imagining an Ikea sales as-
sociate herding Swedish immigrants 
to (collapsible) shelter through the 
midst of a downtown pogrom. How 
is it possible for our nation’s self-
esteem to hinge so precariously on 
several guys’ ability to whack a piece 
of vulcanized rubber around?

Sidney Crosby was born in Nova 
Scotia and spends most of his time 
in Pittsburgh, eating whole-grain 
pasta and getting up at 6 a.m. to do 
thousands of sit-ups. Th e fact that 
I am also Canadian does nothing 
to keep him in the gym every day, 
nor did being born in Canada magi-
cally enhance the development of 
his bone density, the elasticity of his 
smooth muscle tissue or his brain’s 
ability to calculate puck trajecto-

ries. Th e refl exes and power dem-
onstrated by players like Crosby 
are marvelous and make watching 
sports worthwhile, but it’s pointless 
to emotionally invest oneself in ath-
letes on superfi cial factors like play-
ing for the same city or country.

Patriotism is one st*ep away from 
nationalism. Without delving into 
sociological gibberish, sports pa-
triotism is one of the shittier forms 
of national pride because it sepa-
rates countries and cities into win-
ners and losers. While cultural and 
scientifi c achievements can oft en be 
shared with and infl uence the rest 
of the world, such as advances in 
medical technology, patriotism’s de-
mand for sports domination can be 
militaristic, bordering on jingoism. 
And because the physical demands 
of sport are grounded in visible ge-
netics, the shadow of racism always 
looms over competition between 
states. 

When African-American sprinter 

Jesse Owens won four gold medals 
at the 1936 Berlin Summer Olym-
pics, German high command was 
furious, and not only because Ow-
ens was an American.

Sports are exciting to watch. Urine 
and saliva analysis has shown that 
fans’ adrenaline and cortisol levels 
react to sporting events as though 
they were playing themselves. But 
sports are also important to partici-
pate in because they keep our bodies 
healthy and promote self-discipline 
and teamwork.

We all live vicariously through 
others to some extent, and when 
we are passionate about something, 
watching a master is inspiring. 
However, memorizing stats and re-
plays is not as fulfi lling, productive 
or impressive as practicing the sport 
yourself, however unskilled you 
may be.

I would argue that modern sport’s 
institutionalized obsession with be-
ing the absolute best and dominat-

ing the competition has contributed 
to many other social problems out-
side of patriotic fervour. By over-
paying our best athletes and placing 
them on a pedestal, we encourage 
children to distinguish themselves 
by winning at any cost. Sometimes 
this means cheating, sometimes this 
means literally giving their lives. 

Many of you remember Michael 
Gee, a minor hockey league player 
from Alberta who suff ered heart 
failure on the ice aft er pushing him-
self too hard. My own memories 
of minor hockey grew increasingly 
unpleasant the older I got, as play-
ers and parents battled coaches for 
more ice time and recognition, the 
confl icts oft en escalating into in-
sanity whenever we got whiff  that a 
scout might be attending a game.

From an early age, athletes con-
sidered elite are aff orded special sta-
tus in nonsensical ways. At my high 
school, those of us elected to any 
team’s starting lineup got to wear 
collared shirts and ties on game 
days, to identify us to our peers. I 
thought this was stupid even then, 
but I wore a shirt anyway because I 
mistakenly thought it would get me 
laid. 

While privileges like these make 
other people feel excluded, inse-
cure and turned off  from sports, 
sometimes they also result in seri-
ous off ences, like severe bullying 
and sex-related crimes. Like the 
Steubenville cases, these are oft en 
covered up to protect the reputation 
of the athletes, the school, the city or 
the country. 

What a shame that this kind of 
blind hero-worship stems from 
nothing but a primitive, tribal desire 
to see those jerk-off s from across the 
watering hole beaten.

George Orwell once wrote: “Se-
rious sport has nothing to do with 
fair play. It is bound up with hatred, 
jealousy, boastfulness, disregard of 
all rules and sadistic pleasure in wit-
nessing violence. In other words, it 
is war minus the shooting.” In many 
ways, professional sport has become 
a replacement for war and for the 
gladiatorial arena, a way to sate our 
suppressed bloodlust. If that stops 
Canadians from murdering each 
other in the streets, I’m okay with 
that, but we should recognize sport’s 
very real potential to inspire anger 
and misery. And maybe, just may-
be, that means taking professional 

Tobias Ma 
Opinions Editor
@mobias
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McGill University, located in 
Montreal, is the perfect place 
to spend your summer and 
expand your knowledge base 
with a wide variety of courses. 

www.mcgill.ca/summer
Learn more at :

Montreal, Quebec, Canada

this summer at McGillPOWER UP

EXPLORE!
Teach English Overseas

TESOL Certified in 5 Days
In-Class or Online  –  No degree Required!

CALL NOW 1.888.270.2941
Job Guaranteed!

Free Info Seminar:  March 4

Travelodge University Hotel
2227 Banff Trail NW

www.globaltesol.com

Next Course:  April 30 - May 4

If you’ve spent any time on 
Facebook recently, you’ve 
probably seen at least a few 

examples of the website’s latest 
craze: neknominations.

A neknomination is an on-
line drinking dare that involves 
recording yourself performing 
an alcohol-related stunt and then 
uploading the video to Facebook. 
Th e “neknominee” begins the video 
by thanking whoever nominated 
him or her, and aft er completing 
the stunt, concludes the video by 
nominating two new people, who 
have 24 hours to upload their own 
version. Th e idea is to come up with 
a unique idea, as well as to upstage 
whoever nominated you. Neknomi-
nations have become popular 
among university students. Many 
of the videos appear to be coming 
from university dorm rooms.

While most Facebook fads are 
foolish, such as vines and doge 
memes, I think neknominations 
take the cake in terms of stupid-
ity. Th is is the fi rst Facebook fad I 
know of that has resulted in mul-
tiple deaths. As of mid-February, 
news stories about deaths related 
to the online phenomenon have 
already been published by the 
National Post, the Guardian and 

the Daily Mail. Stephen Brooks 
and Johnny Byrne of the U.K. and 
Ross Cummins of Ireland are a few 
instances in which neknomina-
tions have turned fatal. All three 
were either teenagers or in their 
twenties. Despite these news stories, 
the fad continues to soar in popu-
larity among young people. Th e 
rules of the game mean that each 
nomination will result in at least 
two new videos, as nominating two 
new people is a requirement. Th is 
results in exponential growth.

While the original neknomina-
tion game was perfectly safe — chug 
a pint of beer on camera, upload it to 
Facebook, and then nominate two 
new people to do the same within 
24 hours — the game has evolved 
to the point that many of the stunts 
have become physically dangerous. 
Many nominees are starting to push 
themselves to the limits of their 
ability to consume alcohol in order 
to upstage their friends. 

Some of the neknominations I 
have seen include people drink-
ing as much as fi ve ounces of hard 
liquor in as little as 20 seconds.  
When I went to bartending school, 
they taught us that the human liver 
can process about one ounce of al-
cohol per hour. Th e faster you con-
sume alcohol, the harder it hits you. 

While there is nothing wrong 
with having fi ve ounces of alcohol 
in your system, consuming that 
amount in a short period of time 

is what causes vomiting or uncon-
sciousness. Th at is why bars are not 
legally allowed to serve drinks with 
more than three ounces of hard 
alcohol in them. Your body can’t 
handle more than that. If your self-
worth relies on convincing yourself 
that you are diff erent and capable of 
feats of pointless bravado, you are a 
dumbass.

Th is fad is also stupid because of 
the consequences that may arise by 
publishing such videos of yourself 
on a public domain like Facebook. 
Unless you have previously set your 
privacy settings, what you post on 
social media is available to whoever 
wishes to see it. Nowadays, it is com-
monplace for companies to check 
the Facebook profi les of anyone 
who applies for positions at their 
company. What is a self-uploaded 
video of you chugging a concoction 
of vodka, beer, and protein powder 
supposed to say about what kind of 
employee you might be? 

A few of the neknominations I 
have seen feature people who are 
still under 18 years of age. Th is I just 
don’t understand. How is fl aunting 
publicly accessible videos of law-
breaking a good idea?

As much as I dislike this new on-
line craze, I doubt I’ll have to deal 
with it for much longer. Facebook 
fads have a way of burning out in 
popularity really quickly. Do the 
Harlem Shake, anyone?

Don't break your neck 
doing a neknomination
Scott Strasser
Gauntlet Opinions
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Sean Sullivan
Entertainment Editor

University of Calgary drama stu-
dent Jonathan Brower, found-
ing co-artistic director of Third 

Street Theatre, has drawn from his own 
experiences to write a vulnerable, per-
sonal play.

ND Theatre’s sci-fi play, Oblivion: 
A Workshop Production, follows Tim, 
a gay man raised in the evangelical 
church struggling with the inner con-
flict between his faith and his relation-
ship while contemplating a radical vac-
cine that would eliminate his ‘religious 
gene.’

The story is loosely based on Brower’s 
own life growing up in the evangelical 
church and training to become a pastor 
while he felt conflicted about his desires 
and his beliefs.

While training to be a pastor, Brower 
told those in the church what he was 
struggling with.

“It was in the context of ‘this is me, 
I’m attracted to men, pray for me,’ ” 
Brower says. “I was supposed to share 
my testimony and I always wanted to be 
authentic so I said, ‘You guys can know 
this because I think it’s valuable that the 

church talks about sex and sexuality,’ 
because they don’t usually.”

Brower told them he was fighting it 
and they told him they would support 
him anyway they could, encouraging 
him to take reparative therapy courses. 
He took several of the courses before he 
became fed up with everything.

“It was just not working,” Brower says. 
“I was trying to date women and it all 
just seemed so fake. I couldn’t be au-
thentic so I stepped down before they 
could take me out of leadership and 
went back to the U of C.”

Brower had taken three years off 
from a degree in communications while 
training to become a pastor.

He came out six months later and con-
tinued to struggle with his faith during 
the fallout of losing that community. He 
had to navigate his own understanding 
of faith and who he believed God to be, 
attempting to reconcile conflicting de-
pictions of who God was.

After leaving the church and coming 
out, Brower began dating and began to 
feel OK about finding a relationship and 
finding love.

“Before, I was told, ‘Nope. You either 
date women or be celibate,’ ” Brower 
says. “Those are your choices.”

Brower finally ended up at the Hill-
hurst United Church, an affirming 
church that is supportive of all mem-
bers and allows same sex marriage but 
which presented Brower with a different 
understanding of faith and God than he 
was used to.

It was during a course at the U of C 
that Brower decided to turn his expe-
riences into a play. He had to design a 
model set for a play and could base it on 
any play he wanted. He based it on the 
play he wanted to write and designed a 
church that had been gutted and turned 
into a clinic. He imagined gay people 
waiting for vaccinations to rid them of 
their faith.

“We hear things about the gay gene, 
how they’re trying to figure that out,” 
Brower says. “Well if there’s a gay gene, 
maybe there’s a religion gene and if 
there’s a religion gene can we remove it?”

The play’s main character, Tim, shares 
some of Brower’s struggles with reli-
gion. The play will flash back and forth 
between Tim’s past and dreams and the 
present. In the present he is living with 
his partner and about to receive the vac-
cination to remove his religious gene. 
The flashbacks will develop his fight 
between his sexual orientation and his 

religion and the present will explore his 
struggle with his relationship and the 
possible consequences of his decision to 
take the vaccine.

“It’s the day he’s suppose to get his 
vaccination and he hasn’t told his part-
ner yet,” Brower says, “and he’s starting 
to realize that maybe he hasn’t thought 
it through that well.”

Adam Schinker, a graduate from the 
Mount Royal University theatre pro-
gram who plays Tim and attends the 
Hillhurst United Church with Brower, 
says more than anything it is about the 
universal human struggle, about peo-
ple’s struggle with their own feelings.

“It is not knowing who you are or 
feeling like you can’t be who you are,” 
Schinker says. “I think everyone feels 
those things at one time or another in 
their life.”

Brower, who graduates from U of C 
this year, says he would love to expand 
the 45-minute play into a full-length 
production at Third Street Theatre. 
There will be a sticky-note wall for the 
audience to leave their comments and 
suggestions.

The play runs March 4–7 at 12:00 p.m. 
in the Matthews Theatre in Craigie Hall.

Tickets are $3 at the door.

Reconciling faith and sexual orientationReconciling faith and sexual orientation
New play by U of C student explores love, identity and the  religious gene'New play by U of C student explores love, identity and the  religious gene'''

courtesy ND Theatre
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   DEPARTMENT LEAD

Matthew Parkinson
Gauntlet Entertainment

With a strong cast and a 
story about true love, 
time travel, good ver-

sus evil and a magical horse, it’s 
hard to imagine how Winter’s 
Tale could be anything other than 
an exciting, inspirational and 
thought-provoking fi lm — but it 
isn’t.

Th e movie is based on the 1983 
novel by Mark Helprin — not to 
be confused with William Shake-
speare’s A Winter’s Tale — and the 
adaptation mishandles the mate-
rial, becoming an vapid slog about 
shallow characters, a poor mix of 
real-world and fairy-tale logic and 
an unbelievable romance and plot.

Set primarily in 1916 Manhat-
tan, the movie stars Colin Far-
rell as Peter Lake, a burglar who 
spends his time stealing from the 
rich and running away from a 
former associate, Pearly Soames 
(Russell Crowe). One day, he en-
ters the house of the Penn family 
— having seen them leave by car-
riage — only to run into a young 
woman with tuberculosis, Bev-
erly Penn (Jessica Brown Findlay). 
Th ey fall instantly in love.

For a good part of Winter’s Tale, 
we watch the two hang out and do 

nothing of consequence. We don’t 
learn about them, they don’t grow 
and they don’t do anything inter-
esting. What follows is revealed 
in the trailer but I fi gure it counts 
as a spoiler. To put it simply: time 
travel takes Peter to 2014. If you 
want more than that, watch the 
trailer.

Th e picture’s ultimate desire is 
to tell us that Peter’s story is just 
one of billions, that everyone and 
everything is interconnected and 
that the universe believes every-
one is special. Miracles happen 
— sometimes because of events 
hundreds of years in the making. 
Th at’s the message, but it’s deliv-
ered as if no one involved in the 
movie believes it is true.

Th e number of times I rolled my 
eyes while watching Winter’s Tale
reached double digits — the story 
is unbelievable even at the best of 
times. In order to buy into the ab-
surd premise you have to be com-
pletely enamoured with it from 
the start. Th e majority of the au-
dience will still laugh and smirk, 
but secretly wish something better 
was on screen.

Winter’s Tale isn’t without merit. 
Th e production design is fantastic. 
Hans Zimmer’s score is beautiful. 
If you focus less on the dialogue 
and more on the music, you’ll 

have a better time at the theatre. 
And all scenes, except two fi st 
fi ghts, are shot very well.

Th e acting is fi ne. Colin Farrell 
is still trying to establish himself 
as a straight male lead and, while 
he’s better in comedic or second-
ary roles, he works out well here. 
Jessica Brown Findlay, who is the 
only English-accented person in 
her character’s family for what-
ever reason, is lovely. And Russell 
Crowe is fun as the villain.

Will Smith has a cameo that, 
when he shows up, completely re-
moves any and all immersion you 
might have had in the movie. Eva 
Marie Saint is underutilized with 
only a couple of scenes where she 
plays a 104-year-old woman who 
gets along on her own and runs a 
newspaper — no, seriously.

Winter’s Tale fails far more of-
ten than it succeeds. Its story is 
unbelievable and not told very ef-
fectively. It has no understanding 
of subtlety. Its characters are shal-
low, which prevents their romance 
from working. And while it tries 
to mix the real with the supernat-
ural, it doesn’t do it in a way that 
makes any sense. It looks good 
and has a great score, but it’s too 
long — particularly in its middle 
section — and far too lacking to 
be worth seeing.

Film Review: Winter's Tale

courtesy Warner Bros Pictures
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Tier I Elections:
The Gauntlet will be holding elections for 
Editor-in-Chief and News Editor on March 5. 
Voting will be open 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
You must be a Gauntlet member to vote. 

Platforms will be discussed Friday February 28 
at 5:00 in the Gauntlet office. 

GAUNTLET ELECTIONS

Tamara Cottle
Gauntlet Entertainment

At fi rst glance, Crazy Town: 
Th e Rob Ford Story is posed 
to incite two extremely di-

vergent reactions from potential 
readers. For Toronto citizens en-
trenched as Ford Nation, the book 
will be dismissed as yet another at-
tempt at mudslinging from a head-
line-hungry opportunist willing to do 
anything to make a name for herself. 

For the rest of us, the Ford sto-
ry promises an entertaining read 
about the crack-induced buff oon-
ery of what was the best fodder 
for American late night talk show 
monologues in 2013.

Th e book, however, off ers much 
more than comic relief or indiscrimi-
nate character assassination. 

It is a story about one reporter’s 
stalwart investigation into the com-
plicated personality of a man who 
is as split as the political views of his 
constituents. It is a tale of a political 
underdog’s rise to victory and his 
decline into corruption. It is a rags-
to-riches story of the Ford family 
dynasty and how loyalty, ambition 
and addiction lead to the downfall 
of the leader of North America’s 
fi ft h largest city. 

Robyn Doolittle, a Toronto Star 
City Hall bureau reporter has been 
following the escapades of the city’s 
mayor since before he was interna-
tional news. She was one of three 
journalists who viewed a video in 
May 2013 of Ford smoking what ap-
peared to be crack cocaine. Th e Star 
refused to pay for the video with a 
$100,000 price tag but instead pub-
lished what Doolittle had seen with 
her own eyes. Initially the validity 
of such a video was questioned, but 
in October 2013 Doolittle and the 
Star were vindicated when not only 
did Toronto Police Chief Bill Blaire 
confi rm the existence of the video 
but Rob Ford admitted to smoking 
crack cocaine. 

Aft er being off ered a Penguin 
Books deal, Doolittle compiled 
data collected from her four years 
of working the City Hall beat — 
including hundreds of interviews 
with family, friends, former em-
ployees, former classmates and 
political opponents of the Fords; 
thousands of pages of court docu-
ments; political debate transcripts; 
arrest paperwork; and countless 
news articles and radio and tele-
vision broadcasts — to produce a 

manuscript in just three months. 
Doolittle provides an astute analy-

sis of how a city, divided by political 
interests — like lowered taxes for an 
overwhelming majority of subur-
banites versus the inclusion of bike 
lanes by a minority of urban Toron-
tonians — came to elect a man who 
has been quoted saying, “If you’re not 
doing needles and you’re not gay, you 
won’t get AIDS probably.”

True to her profession, Doolittle 
makes every eff ort to off er a balanced 
view of the man who seems to be 
continually caught on camera doing 
things a mayor just shouldn’t be seen 
doing, such as ranting incoherently 
about killing someone or knocking 
over a city councillor while charging 
at someone in the peanut gallery as 
though he were on the football fi eld.  

Readers won’t help but appreciate 
Ford’s dedication to his constituents, 
his fi nancial generosity and time 
commitment to at-risk youth foot-
ball players and the success he had in 
bringing an end to excessive spend-
ing at City Hall. In spite of this, the 
story is ultimately about a tragic hero 

spiralling out of control under the in-
fl uence of drugs and alcohol.

Th e darkest side of this story is 
Ford’s involvement with the Dixon 
Blood gang, his acquaintance with 
a murdered youth and his close as-
sociation with a man charged with 
extortion. Th is, unfortunately, is 
an aspect of the Ford story that is 
upstaged by Daily Show host John 
Stewart’s comedic quips and foot-
age edited into viral songs. 

All of this is already known by 
the devout followers of the Ford 
saga and, if anything, the book was 
written too soon as Ford’s outra-
geous behaviour continues to be a 
topic in the media.

Once all the details outlined in this 
unbelievable story have been parsed, 
Doolittle concludes that the possibil-
ity of a Ford re-election in October 
2014 is highly likely. Aft er reading 
Doolittle’s description of the current 
political landscape, the almost fanati-
cal support of Ford Nation and the 
bullheaded tenacity of a man who 
has defi ed all the odds we could very 
well be facing “Ford more years.” 

Book review: 
Crazy Town: The Rob Ford Story

courtesy Penguin Group Canada

Hunting
Hunting
February 25, 2014 (Nevado Records)February 25, 2014 (Nevado Records)

Th e self-titled debut album from 
Vancouver-born Bradley Ferguson’s 
new band, Hunting, takes somber 
indie-folk music and adds electronic 
accents to create a sound that is ee-
rie and unnatural. Ferguson’s vocals 
are faded out behind the music like 
an ethereal, ghostly presence. Th e 
piano and violin sections add to 
the mesmerizing feeling of the al-
bum. Th e synth music and drum 
beats add another layer of depth, 
providing some much needed bass 
to harmonize the melody and give 
substance to the music. Overall 
the collection has a sad and refl ec-
tive tone; however, there are more 
energetic sections dominated by 
synth rhythms or banjo solos, which 
somewhat break the crushingly dark 
tone of the album.

Early on in the album, “Addi,” 
breaks the solemn tone created 
by the previous songs, with a star-
tling shift  to a heavy synth and bass 

rhythm combined with steady vo-
cals which carry the energy of the 
song. Th ere are some small breaks 
in the driving bass, fi lled by airy fl ute 
and piano instrumentals.

“Antony” brings in new elements 
to the album with melodic piano 
and violin harmony early on which 
slowly fades into more forceful per-
cussion and guitar reverb as if the 
listener is being sucked into a night-
mare. Th e album ends with “Lonely 
Happy,” which has deep, slow guitar 
harmonies accented with hushed 
vocals that give the impression of a 
sorrowful farewell.   

Ferguson demonstrates his talent 
as a songwriter in Hunting. How-
ever, the album seems to lack any 
coherent identity aside from being 
emotional and sad. Each song has 
its merits and unique character, but 
when taken together as a whole there 
is no consistency, just a continued 
atmosphere. Th e dark and dreamy 
mood given off  by the album leaves 
you unsettled and wanting more 
substance from the music.

Connor Sadler

s p u n
ALBUM REVIEWS
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Curtis Wolff 
 Sports Editor • @CBWolff

For most students, winning 
a year’s worth of free tu-
ition during a contest at 

the Crowchild Classic would be 
the biggest prize won all year. 
But fresh off  a $6,000-plus game 
of centre-ice beer pong using gi-
ant beach volleyballs and garbage 
cans, fi rst-year swimmer Tristan 
Cote had bigger fi sh to fry.

Cote was named Canadian In-
teruniversity Sport’s men’s rook-
ie of the year aft er a dominant 
fi rst-place performance in the 
1500-metre freestyle competition 
at the CIS fi nals in Toronto, clock-
ing in at 15:06.02.

“I was going into the meet hop-
ing that I would do well enough 
to get the award,” said Cote. “But 
there are a lot of rookies that I’ve 
been on teams with earlier, and I 
knew they were really good too. It 
was a battle, but I was hoping to 
get it. It was one of my goals.”

Dinos head coach Mike Blondal 
was pleased with Cote’s perfor-
mance, and is excited to see where 
he takes his swimming career.

“He’s a distance swimmer — I 
would call him a distance ani-

mal,” said Blondal. “We’re trying 
to learn what that means for him, 
what he’s capable of. He’s going to 
need to develop more speed to be 
able to do what he wants to do, 
and so we’re trying to fi gure out 
the balance.”

Cote hails from Mississauga, 
Ont., and was lured out west by Di-
nos teammate Bogdan Knezevic, 
who swims at the same swim club 
back home in Etobicoke.

“We just started talking about 
universities in my Grade 12 year, 
and I knew that he was succeed-
ing at school and in university,” 
said Cote, “so obviously Calgary 
was a great choice.”

As a team the Dinos had a good 
meet at nationals, ranking third 
in both the men’s and women’s 
competitions. Highlights includ-
ed second-year swimmer Russell 
Wood’s three goal medal perfor-

mance in the backstroke com-
petitions, while Knezevic won 
gold in the 200-metre individual 
medley.

Fourth-year Fiona Doyle also 
won gold in the women’s 100-me-
tre breaststroke.

“We’d like to be better, but I 
think that the athletes that we had 
swam very well, very strong,” said 
Blondal. “Th ey certainly swam up 
to or beyond their potential.”

Men's hockey 
team sliding into 
playoff series
Fabian Mayer 
 Sports Assistant • @FGMay

The road to a Canada West 
championship starts this 

weekend for the Dinos men’s 
hockey team. Th e Dinos takes on 
the University of Manitoba Bisons 
in a three-game series beginning 
on Friday, Feb. 28 at Father David 
Bauer arena.

It was a tale of two very diff erent 
halves of the season this year for 
the Dinos. Prior to the Christmas 
break the team had won all but one 
of their games. Since the break their 
record is a very ordinary 6–5–2.

Dinos head coach Mark Howell 
believes that lapses in their defen-
sive game are the reason for the 
sharp drop off .

“We weren’t as good defensively 
and our penalty killing wasn’t as 
good. I think that’s just a matter 
of being focused and committed 
to the right side of the puck,” said 
Howell.

Howell went on to talk about 
how the team’s off ensive success 
may have played a part in this loss 
of focus.

“Talking to our guys, they admit-
ted that because we scored so many 
goals in the fi rst half they maybe 
got a little bit sidetracked with that 
and weren’t as committed to defen-
sive hockey,” said Howell.

Th e Dinos beat the Bisons in ev-
ery game the two teams played this 
season. Despite this fact, the Di-
nos are not taking their opponents 
lightly.

“Th ey’re a good team. Th ey 
play physical hockey. Th ey’re fast 
and they’ve got some skilled guys 
up front that can hurt you,” said 
Howell. “It’s not going to be an 
easy weekend. We have to make 
sure we’re ready to go and ready to 
skate.”

Should the Dinos get past their 
semi-fi nal series with the Bisons, 
it is likely they would face the top-
ranked University of Alberta Gold-
en Bears in the fi nals next weekend.

Howell thinks that there are a 
few key things the squad must do 
if it wants to have a successful post-
season.

“Getting back to what we did re-
ally well, when we play with speed, 
when we’re a skating team and 
pushing the puck forward we’re 
a real good group,” said Howell. 
“When we get a little bit too cre-
ative or a little bit too individualis-
tic it hurts us.”

Swimmer Cote nabs CIS rookie honours

Ashton Chugh 
 Features Assistant • @AshTag00

The future is looking bright for 
the young women’s basketball 

team. Aft er starting their season 
off  on an eight-game losing streak, 
the Dinos fl ipped the switch and 
are now heading into the Canadian 
Interuniversity Sport playoff s as the 
fourth-seed in the prairie division.

“At the beginning of the year we 
faced some adversity injury-wise 
that was mixed in with a very youth-
ful team,” said head coach Damian 
Jennings. “I am pleased to be mak-
ing the playoff s.”

Th e Dinos have come a long way 
since the beginning of the season. 
However, they will be tested right 
out of the gate, as their fi rst match-
up is against the University of Fraser 
Valley Cascades, who are leading a 
pacifi c division. Th e Cascades de-
molished the Dinos in their second 
game of the season, winning by 24 
points. Despite this, Jennings feels 
that the Dinos are not overmatched.

“From our point of view, we have 
had signifi cant growth,” said Jen-
nings. “Whether that turns into 

something diff erent on the score-
board, who knows? Sometimes los-
ing by 24 points in one game is an 
ass beating, and in another game it 
can just be that shots went down. 
Th e scoreboard in basketball can 
change pretty quickly. All I know is 
that we will be tough to beat.”

All scars of the regular season are 
forgotten at the start of the playoff s. 
Fift h-year guard and Dinos team 
captain Tamara Jarrett feels that if 
they stick to the game that saw them 

go on a 10-game winning streak af-
ter the Fraser Valley loss, that they 
can beat anybody.

 “We have been working on our 
game — we know that if we play 
a high tempo and we just stick to 
what we know then we have a shot 
at anybody,” said Jarrett. “We know 
that anybody is beatable. So we are 
coming here at even keel.”

Th e Dinos have improved tre-
mendously as a team over the 
course of the season. Jarrett feels 

that because of this, they will be able 
to sneak up on the Cascades and 
pull off  the upset.

“It is actually kind of fun because 
the University of Fraser Valley has 
been consistently strong the entire 
way — they have not really grown 
much,” said Jarrett. “But we have 
grown so much that it is going to 
be a shock to them. We are really 
excited because they do not know 
what kind of team we are. If they are 
going off  the perception from the 
game in November, they are going 
to be really sorry.”

Th e Dinos will play the remain-
der of their playoff  games on the 
road, and will be doing so against 
higher-ranking teams, which can be 
daunting to young players with no 
real playoff  experience. Th e experi-
enced Jarrett had some practical ad-
vice for her teammates to get them 
road ready.

“I have been telling all the young 
girls do not second guess yourself,” 
said Jarrett. “Just go out there and 
give it everything that you have got, 
and there is nothing that you can re-
ally lose. Don’t be hesitant, just go 
full out.”

Dinos hope to shock Cascades in basketball playoff series

courtesy David Moll

Gauntlet fi le photo
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The Olympic Games are the 
very pinnacle of sport. No 
prize in the athletic world, 

not even the beloved Stanley Cup, 
can compare to an Olympic medal. 
To win a Stanley Cup, Super Bowl or 
other professional sports league tro-
phy, you could simply be a relatively 
average player on the right team at 
the right time. To win an Olympic 

medal, you must be one of the three 
best athletes on the entire planet in a 
certain discipline.

But the Olympic Games are 
about so much more than victory. 
Th ey bring entire countries togeth-
er as millions of like-minded fans 
unite in their love for their athletic 
heroes. Th ey bring out the best in 
the athletes themselves, as displays 
of unusual courage or generos-
ity elevate certain competitors to a 
level that not even gold medal win-
ners can match. 

Yet far too oft en, these amaz-
ing Games are overshadowed by 
the history of their host nations, 
and Sochi 2014 was no excep-
tion. Months before the Opening 
Ceremony, countless individuals 
took to the Internet to express 
outrage at Russia’s severe laws 
against the gay community. More 
controversy erupted over the 
culling of stray animals and ne-
glect of the environment, among 
other issues. 

Th is outrage was justifi ed, and 
there is no getting around Russia’s 
plethora of socio-political issues. 
Such issues, however, prompted a 
number of people to boycott the 
22nd Winter Olympic Games, 
and I was outraged to learn of 
this. How is it fair to make the sin-
cere, hard-working competitors 
pay for the questionable decisions 
of Russian President Vladimir Pu-
tin? I vowed that no matter what, 
I would tune in to CBC’s coverage 

of the Games, and I would praise 
the athletes over Twitter and 
Facebook. I didn’t believe that the 
Olympics should ever be tangled 
up with politics and societal prob-
lems that have nothing to do with 
them. 

And so began a two-week roller 
coaster of emotions. I watched the 
Dufour-Lapointe sisters take gold 
and silver in moguls skiing and was 
propelled to my fi rst high. Th eir ef-
forts, combined with the bronze 
won by an injured Mark McMorris 
in snowboard slopestyle, seemed to 
set the stage for an epic and inspira-
tional run by Team Canada.

More victories came. Alex Bi-
lodeau defended his moguls gold, 
doing what no man had ever done 
before. Charles Hamelin made a 
victory in the 1500-metre short 
track look easy. Dara Howell took 
up the slack in ski slopestyle, win-
ning gold while her teammate Kim 
Lamarre surprised everyone with 
bronze. Th e fi gure skating team 
clinched silver.

Th e swath of triumphs early on 
caused me to be naively unprepared 
for the eventual disappointments. 
Hamelin literally fell short in his 
subsequent races. Tessa Virtue and 
Scott Moir, Canada’s sweetheart ice 
dancers, were denied gold in what 
many perceived as a pure judging 
snafu. Justin Dorey, a Canadian 
medal favourite in men's ski half 
pipe, fell on both his fi nal runs.

Basking in the Olympic glow

David Song
Gauntlet Sports

see SOCHI page 18
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The UEFA Champions League 
returned this month, off er-
ing soccer fans the chance 

to once again watch the best teams 
in the world battle it out on Eu-
rope’s biggest stage. Last week saw 
the competition enter the knock-
out stage. To mark the occasion, 
the Gauntlet pitted our two most 
knowledgeable soccer junkies 
against each other in a fi erce head-
to-head interview. 

Which club do you think is this 
season’s dark horse to win the 
Champions League?

Mark Villani: Atletico Madrid has 
been phenomenal all season in La 
Liga. Th ey’ve been jostling for the 
top spot in Spain alongside Barce-
lona and Real Madrid, and we can 
expect big things from this squad. 
Playing in a much diff erent style 
of Spanish football, Atletico places 
more emphasis on their play with-
out the ball than with it. A defen-
sively minded squad like this has 
surprised many opponents this year 
and will surely create some strong 
challenging tactics to counter the 
best of Europe. 

Scott Strasser: While Arsenal fans 
have not had much to cheer about 
in the last half decade, they surely 
have reasons to get excited now. 
Currently in fi rst place in the Eng-
lish Premier League, Arsenal has 
proven that they are fi nally over the 
departure of key players like Robin 
Van Persie, Kolo Toure and Samir 
Nasri. 

Long-time manager Arsene 
Wenger has managed to rebuild 
his squad with players who actu-
ally seem to care about the club, and 
appear intent on winning Arsenal’s 

fi rst trophy in nine years. Arsenal 
has one of the best playmakers in 
the world in Mesut Ozil. Th e biggest 
worry for Arsenal fans is that they 
play Bayern Munich in the round of 
16. But if they can get past that fi rst 
hurdle, Arsenal may actually have a 
chance of winning it this year. 

Who will be the tournament’s 
top scorer?

MV: Zlatan Ibrahimovic has 
scored eight goals for Paris St-Ger-
main in the group stages and is only 
one goal behind Cristiano Ronaldo 
in the scoring race. His ability to get 
into space, challenge for the ball and 
score incredible screamer goals is 
just a day on the practice pitch for 
the veteran Swede. Th e tall forward 
is my defi nition of the complete at-
tacking player with tremendous vi-
sion and dribbling abilities. Defend-

ers beware — as we have seen in 
previous matches, Ibrahimovic can 
score from just about anywhere.

SS: Whoever wins the top scorer 
award will probably be someone 
who plays for a club that goes a long 
way in the tournament. Consider-
ing this, someone like Ibrahimovic 
is probably not going to win it. Bar-
celona’s Lionel Messi is my pick. 
When it comes to the Champions 
League, no other player steps up 
the way he has done in the last few 
years. Although he had some in-
jury problems in the fi rst half of the 
season, he appears to be on his way 
back to full strength. Considering 
Barca is capable of making at least 
the semifi nals, Messi has the best 
chance of being the tournament’s 
top scorer.

Player of the tournament?

MV: No player is more versatile 
than Barcelona star Neymar. What, 
you were expecting Messi? In his 
fi rst season with Barcelona, the Bra-
zilian has made a huge impact scor-
ing 11 goals and 10 assists in 2013 
alone with his new club. He is very 
well-rounded, able to provide for his 
teammates and creating some great 
chemistry alongside Messi. Neymar 
is a player with vast amounts of po-
tential and is sure to have a break-
out performance moving on in the 
Champions League.

SS: Cristiano Ronaldo. Th e Real 
Madrid star is having a stellar 
year, and is currently on top of the  
Champions League scoring charts 
with nine goals. Coming off  his Bal-
lon d’Or win for top international 
player of the year, the Portuguese 
winger should be full of confi dence 

going into the knockout stages of 
the  Champions League. With a re-
markable 66 goals in 56 games last 
year, Ronaldo will be counted on to 
score goals and win games for Real 
Madrid. If Real can make it as far 
as the semifi nals, he will be a lock 
for being awarded the tournament’s 
best player.

Most overrated team?
MV: Th ere’s something about 

Chelsea that I just don’t understand. 
Th ey may be one of the biggest clubs 
in all of England and a powerhouse 
amongst the European giants, but I 
am still not buying in. New manager 
Jose Mourinho  — said to be the new 
saviour of this club — is making 
some questionable calls this year. 
A defensive-minded team known 
for their strong counterattack may 
work well in the Premier League, 
but against teams like Real Madrid, 
Borussia Dortmund and Bayern 
Munich, they don’t stand a chance. 

SS: As a fan it pains me to say it, 
but I have to go with Manchester 
United. Th e English champions 
have had a disastrous fi rst season 
under new manager David Moyes, 
who just can’t seem to fi nd a con-
sistent winning formula. Currently 
in an abysmal eighth place in the 
English Premier League, United 
are in danger of not even qualifying 
for Europe next season. Th e reality 
is that the squad is just too weak at 
the moment. Sloppy defending, an 
indecisive midfi eld and a lack of at-
tacking fl air have resulted in a Man-
chester United team that are lucky 
to still have a shot at the  Champions 
League.

Which potential match up 
would you most like to see?

MV: We want a rematch! Last 
year’s clash of the titans between 
Manchester United and Real Ma-
drid was a spectacular fi xture that 
left  fans asking for more. 

Head-to-head: UEFA Champions League
Scott Strasser
Mark Villani
Gauntlet Sports

see Soccer page 18
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A brilliant display of talent saw 
Real Madrid’s Ronaldo return-
ing to face his former club, but 
nothing was more questionable 
than a straight red card given to 
Manchester United’s Nani in the 
second leg to lead the Madridistas 
into the semifi nals. Th ere is noth-
ing more intense than this rivalry 
between legends of the past, pres-
ent and future. Th is Manchester 
United team is still searching for 
glory in the Premier League this 
season, but nothing would be 
sweeter than a Champions League 
victory over the Spanish power-
house.

SS: I would love to see a repeat 
of last season’s clash between 
Bayern Munich and Barcelona. 
Last year saw the Bavarians crush 
the Catalans 7–0 on aggregate. I 
would love to see how Barcelona 
would play if they had to reface 
Bayern — how they could fi nd a 
way to make sure the same thing 
did not happen again. Also, it 
would be great to see Bayern Man-
ager Pep Guardiola go up against 
the club he made such a reputa-
tion for himself at.

Who is going to win it all this 
season?

MV: Real Madrid. Having strug-
gled near the beginning of the sea-
son, this team has had some great 
chemistry in the past few weeks 
with the likes of top goal scorer 
Cristiano Ronaldo and Gareth 
Bale stepping up their team play. 
Th ey are a well-rounded squad 
with strong defending and a con-
trolling midfi eld. Th e traditional 
Spanish style of football combined 
with their fl air and counterattack-
ing play will lead the Madridistas 
straight to success.

SS: Th e favourites are undoubt-
edly Bayern Munich. Coming off  a 
remarkable 2012–13 season, many 
fans thought that matching last 
year’s success would be a nearly 
impossible feat. Nevertheless, Bay-
ern have continued their unstop-
pable form in 2013–14, dominat-
ing the German Bundesliga and 
breezing through the group stages 
of the Champions League. With 
world-class players in virtually ev-
ery position, it will be hard for any 
team to knock Bayern off  of their 
totem pole.

Th ese setbacks were diffi  cult to 
watch, and indignity soon began to 
well up within me. Why was it that 
such amazing and classy Canadi-
ans were being victimized by fate, 
while others were experiencing an 
overload of success? It didn’t seem 
fair, and for a brief time, I resented 
other athletes, particularly those 
from the rival United States. Like 
many others, I was starting to get 
carried away by the medal count. 

Fortunately, I was able to purge 
such resentment from my mind 
once I allowed myself a rational 
outlook on the situation. I realized 
once again that the Olympics were 
about so much more than the med-
al count. Each athlete has sacrifi ced 
so much just to make their national 
team. Indeed, there were many dis-
plays of dignity being carried out 
by non-Canadian competitors in 
both victory and defeat.

Take Alexander Ovechkin of 
the Russian men’s hockey team for 
example. Here is a man who has a 
reputation for being arrogant on 
the ice, a player I have always dis-
liked for that very reason. Yet when 
Russia was upset by Finland in the 

quarterfi nals, Ovechkin was the 
only member of his squad to speak 
to the media aft er the game. He was 
clearly devastated, but still plucked 
up the strength to carry out an in-
terview with a straight face and 
candid words. You need not be a 
fan of Ovechkin, Russia or even 
hockey in general to respect that 
act. 

And ultimately, Team Canada 
did have one hell of a run. Gilm-
ore Junio relinquished his spot on 
the speed skating team so Denny 
Morrison could win silver and 
bronze. Jan Hudec ended a 20-year 
medal drought for Canada in al-
pine skiing. Kaillie Humphries and 
Heather Moyse made history by 
defending their gold in bobsleigh. 
Utter domination by the curling 
teams and legendary conquests by 
both hockey squads. Th e men’s unit 
pulled off  epic, one-goal triumphs 
against a surprisingly resilient Lat-
via and the favoured United States 
en route to gold, but it was the 
women who truly stole the show 
with their epic comeback victory.

To those who are still too hung 
up over Russia's socio-political 

problems to appreciate these 
Games as I have, I say this: Russia 
can change. Russia will change, for 
its citizens have demonstrated their 
ability to act with grace and hon-
our. From the volunteers who made 
the Games possible and asked for 
nothing in return, to the individu-
als who provided such world-class 
sports venues, the men and women 
of Sochi have proven their worth as 
global citizens. 

Not a single athlete complained 
about their experience, and so we 
should stop complaining about 
this year’s Winter Olympics. Putin’s 
government does not defi ne the es-
sence of his nation, and injustices 
carried out by his administration 
will be rectifi ed. If anything, Sochi 
2014 has given Russians a chance to 
practice acceptance and rise above 
the regime that governs them.

Now, the 22nd Olympic Winter 
Games have concluded, and I am 
left  with a wistful feeling in my 
heart. It has been more than an 
honour to cheer on the Canadian 
Olympic team, whom I believe are 
some of the best and classiest ath-
letes on the globe. 

Soccer, continued from 17Sochi, continued from 16
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Annual contest returns to U of C

This week, the University 
of Calgary commenced its 
annual funny poster con-

test. Th e posters, which are ex-
hibited throughout campus, will 
be voted on by the student body 
based on wit, cleverness and qual-
ity of puns. Posters that include 
pop culture references and Inter-
net memes are tipped by experts 
as most likely to do well.

It appears the competition is as 
fi erce as ever this year, with dozens 
of students trying their hand at the 
delicate art of poster making.

“I’ve been working hard on 
my poster for the better part of a 
month,” said contestant Richard 
Hammer. “I tried to incorporate 
my name into some sort of a pun. 
Name-related puns appear to have 
done quite well in the past.”

Hammer reported having spent 
nearly $150 on his poster making 
campaign.

“Th at’s what it takes to win these 
things,” Hammer said. “I’ve spent 
some money on costumes and 
props and I’ve also hired a hair and 
makeup specialist to prepare me for 
my photo shoot. I’m taking this con-
test very seriously.”

Many students have argued 
that the competition is nothing 
but a popularity contest, with 
contestants relying on the votes 
of their close friends to have any 
chance of winning.

“Every year it’s the same thing,” 
said fourth-year communications 
student Jacob Stern. “Whoever 
has the most friends inevitably 
gets the most votes. It no longer 
matters how creative or hilarious 
your poster is.”

 Th ird-year chemistry major 
and contest front-runner Adam 

Bomme disagrees.
“Th e idea that all this is merely 

a popularity contest is absolutely 
incorrect,” Bomme said, looking 
up from his work on Adobe Pho-
toshop. “I mean yes, I can rely on 
my friends’ votes, of course. Th ey 
are my friends, why wouldn’t they 
vote for me? But my ideas are still 
what matters. No one will vote for 
my poster unless they truly think 
it’s hilarious.”

Winners of this year’s contest will 
be handed the illustrious prize of 
student government leadership, as 
they will be given positions as facul-
ty representatives and executives in 
the Students’ Union and probably at 
least a dozen new Twitter followers. 

“It would be super awesome to 
win,” said contestant Sally Earn-
hardt. “I am very confi dent that 
my ability to make funny posters 
would translate well to the world 
of student politics.”

Scott Strasser
Gauntlet AP • @scottstrasser19

The University of Calgary's funny poster contest takes place this week

Michael Grondin
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THE GAUNTLET IS HIRING

Applications consisting of a resume, 
cover letter and links to three samples of 
work are due to the Editor-in-Chief by 
March 12 at 5:00 p.m. Interview to follow. 
Announced March 19
Hiring editors for:  Entertainment, Sports, 
Opinions, Features, Photo, Graphics, 
Illustrations, Production (Web) 
and Volunteer Co-ordinator.
 
Please contact eic@thegauntlet.ca 
for job descriptions and any further questions. 

Life Scream -Sean Willett

Right Ho, James! -James Stevenson

It Goes Without Saying -Dawn Muenchrath

Society Of Coyotes -Remi Watts
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