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Students and community march
against sexual violence

Katy Atherholt
MNews Assistant

undreds took to the

streets on Sept. 19 to

rally against violence
toward women in Calgarys
33rd annual Take Back the
Night (ter~) march.

Demonstrators gathered at
Connaught Park to show sup-
port for those affected by vio-
lence against women and dem-
onstrate for a woman’s right to
walk the streets alone.

"Our main objective is to
end the silence and stop the
violence,” said rerv organizing
committee member Christina
Pyne. “It's about taking back
our voices and empowering
ourselves to feel confident
walking down the streets of
our own city.”

ters was first held in Phila-
delphia in 1975 after Susan Al-
exander Speeth was stabbed
while walking home. Since
then, rer~y marches have been
held in hundreds of cities
around the world.

While rers focuses on vio-
lence against women, Pyne
said people of all genders are
welcome to participate.

“We do ask that women walk
unescorted in the streets just
to represent the symbolism
of being able to walk on their
own without fear. Men are able
to walk on the sidewalks to
show their support,” Pyne said.

e~ is a worldwide, grass-
roots, non-profit organiza-
tion headed by a five-member
planning committee. Pyne
has helped organize trrn
since 2009 when it was at risk
of disbanding due to lack of
organization.

Several activists made speech-
es before the march. One per-
formed a spoken-word piece,
one spoke about violence against
Indigenous women and another
talked about the role men have
in stopping abusive relation-
ships.

The Sisters from Another

KaTE Jacosson

Demonstrators walked the streets of Calgary Friday to protect women from violence.

Mother, an aboriginal wom-
ens group. led the march
down 14th Ave. with drums
and chants.

The march covered a total
of 10 blocks along downtown’s
Beltline.

Many community groups,
along with the University of
Calgary's Consent Awareness
and Sexual Education Club
(case), attended the event.

case president Emily Leed-
ham said ter~ provides a rare
opportunity to safely discuss
sexual assault in a large, pub-
lic forum.

“There are not many places
where you can get truly angry
about sexual assault. It’s nice to
have somewhere you can really
express that” Leedham said.

Organizers speculated about

1 1 Our main objective is to end the silence
and stop the violence. It's about taking back
our voices and empowering ourselves to
feel confident walking down the streets of

our own city.

- Christina Pyne, TBTN organizer

why the event wasn't permitted
in a more populated. Pyne said
the City of Calgary has been
supportive of terx, but they de-
clined permit requests for the
march to take place on a busier
street.

“The city has decided that
they won't have any marches
or parade routes down 17th
because of the safety involved

and the disruption it would
cause public transit and traf-
fic, as well as the businesses on
that road,” Pyne said.

Pyne and Leedham said et~
could come to U of Cs main
campus.

“We want to make sure that
we get it into an area that is vis-
ible for a large population and a
large demographic” Pyne said.
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Pwning
nOObz
in the

classroom

Hayden McBennett
Gauntlet News

Studcnts with a zest for
video games should look
no further than the Univer-
sity of Calgary’s course on the
history of video games.

Topics in Art (Arts 311),
taught by professor Rob Furr,
teaches the origins and ef-
fects of the games that shaped
the modern gaming industry.

Furr's research explores the
“fundamental human need
being addressed” by gaming.

He said the course has
something to offer students
in every faculty.

“I hope the business majors
will realize that there is art in
video games. The arts majors
will realize it’s also a business.
And 1 want the psychology
majors to understand game
playing is not just recreation,”
Furr said.

Furr acknowledged that
while a course about video
games might seem like an
easy A, understanding the al-
lure of gaming is important.

“[1t's] literally to the point
where three or four people
a year will die because they
refuse to get up from playing
their game. When something
appeals to you so much that
you will make your kidneys
shut down, there’s something
we need to understand,” Furr
said.

While the course explores
the roots of gaming, Furr also
relates it to modern issues.

Furr explains and examines
the western world’s gaming
habits and how extended ex-
posure to video-game culture
relates to extremism.

“People who are the most
dedicated soldiers for isis, a
lot of them are from West-
ern cultures and played mas-
sive amounts of combat video
games. Being in 1sis and play-
ing these games is clearly sat-
isfying some need,” Furr said.

ACTIVISM »

Global march against climate
change comes to Calgary

Scott Strasser
MNews Assistant

round 300 Calgarians

demonstrated in the Peo-

.ple’s Climate March (rea)

on Sunday, Sept. 21 to pressure

the Canadian government to take

action on climate change. The

ren saw hundreds of thousands

of people participate in similar

marches on the same day in an
estimated 160 countries.

The largest march was in New
York, where around 310,000
people took to the streets in
Manhattan. The vy hosted gov-
ernment, business and phil-
anthropic leaders at a Climate
Summit on Tuesday, Sept. 23,
hoping to advance action to re-
verse climate change.

Calgary’s march began at 1:30
pm. at Olympic Plaza. Speakers
from First Nations tribes, envi-
ronmental groups and political
parties took turns speaking to
the crowd.

Green Party of Alberta leader
Janet Keeping urged the audi-
ence to pressure the government
to strengthen environmental
regulations.

“It’s a matter of us changing
the rules. We have to make it
easier for all of us to do the right
thing — easier to take public
transit, easier to have our homes
supplied with clean renewable
energy” Keeping said. “We're all
people of the land. Some of us
don't recognize that yet”

Debra Faulk, a minister with
the Unitarian Church, also spoke
before the march. She suggested
lifestyle changes will help people
make necessary changes in their
thinking,

“Climate change is here now
and we're the solution” Faulk
said. “If we each do the small
things, eventually they'll become
the model for others to follow”

Liberal wmia David Swann
stressed that while it was great
to see Calgarians take part, the
march won't be enough to en-
courage legislative change.

“You've taken the first step by
coming here today. But this is not
enough. If you're not contacting
your mea, your minister of envi-
ronment, your Premier, how are
they supposed to know this is a
priority?” Swann said.

The march began shortly after
the speeches. Singing and chant-
ing, the crowd snaked through
the Beltline and 17th avenue.

“I think the planet should be
our number-one priority, see-
ing as were all inhabitants of
it.” said march participant Van-
essa Mossat. “Even though our
cconomy is heavily reliant on
oil, we recognize that a change
needs to be made.”

The UCalgary Greens are a
U of C club affiliated with the
Green Party of Canada. Club
president Haider Ali said the
march showed that Calgarians
are starting to recognize the
threat of climate change.

“It's more than just doing
the small things. It's about ac-
tually getting involved and af-
fecting the bigger issues and
policy changes” Ali said.

In time with the reu, the Rock-
efeller Brothers Fund divested
all its holdings in the fossil fuel
industry. Forty other organiza-
tions did the same, resulting in
around $50 billion in divest-
ments.

“Climate change is the big-
gest issue of our generation and
there will be severe short-term
and long-term consequences if
we don't address it,” Ali said.

&

Counteracting terrorism-
the global reach of prayer

How prayer can bring safety to any situation making
our prayers effective clear across the globe

International speaker,

Kari Mashos, is a practitioner and
teacher of Christian Science healing
and a member of the
Christian Science
Board of Lectureship

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 16, 3:30 pm
University of Calgary, ENG.BUILDING, RM 101

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 17, 7:00 pm
Fort Calgary, 750-9th Avenue SE, Calgary, AB

Free parking available

All are welcome —free admission




TFDL installs 3D
printer in Digital
Media Commons

Babur llchi
Gauntlet News

he Taylor Family Digital Li-

brary (reoi) has a new 3D
printer in the Digital Media Com-
mons (paie) on the third floor.

The printer, the MakerBot
Replicator 2, was purchased in
May. The Replicator was fund-
ed through a $2.000 Quality
Money grant, funding from ad-
ministration divvied up by the
Students’ Union.

Since it was installed, pmc staff
have familiarized themselves
with the printer in time for the
new semester.

“Anybody can have something
printed,” said pnc manager Dylan
Tetrault. “People can submit print
job requests from the [librarys]
webpage and then we will print it
for them for a small fee”

Printing costs $0.15 per gram
of material plus a $1 setup fee
per item. The average size of ob-
jects runs around 10-20 grams.
The maximum size that can be
printed is 284x154x152 millime-
tres, which is a little larger than
an iPad.

The material used in the print-
er is known as polylactic acid, a
biodegradable plastic from veg-
etables.

There are restrictions on what

4 1 There are many
3D printers on cam-
pus in different labs
and faculties. The
library is really the
great equalizer. Our
mandate is to give
access to every-

body.
— Dylan Tetrault, DMC manager

you can print, including copy-
righted items and weapons.

Tetrault said he hopes average
students without access to the U
of C's other 3D printers use the
one in the puc.

“There are many 3D printers
on campus in different labs and
faculties in use for their research
or teaching purposes” Tetrault
said. “The library is really the
great equalizer. Our whole man-
date is to give access to every-
body”

The pue plans to introduce a
new 3D scanner, which can ana-
lyze an object, get its dimensions,
then replicate it.

SEPTEMBER 25, 2014 5

City council pushes secondary
suites vote to December

Fabian Mayer
Staff Writer

algary city council failed to

vote on a motion to change
secondary suite regulations in
four inner-city wards on Mon-
day, Sept. 22. Council delayed
the vote until December be-
cause one of the councillors
advocating reform was out of
the country.

If council approves the pro-
posal, city administrators would
have to draw up a new bylaw
that would likely be voted on
this spring.

Several councillors recently
changed their stance on sec-
ondary suites. Eight showed
support for changing suite reg-
ulations in wards 7, 8, 9 and 11
as well as in areas within 600
metres of major transit routes.
These include the four council-
lors representing the affected
wards, as well as mayor Naheed
Nenshi, Coun. Shane Keating,
Coun. Joe Magliocca and Coun.
Diane Colley-Urquart.

Keating, Magliocca and Col-
ley-Urquart all voted against
changing secondary suite regu-
lations in the past.

University of Calgary Stu-
dents’ Union vice-president
external Levi Nilson has lob-
bied councillors on the issue
for months. He said he’s happy
more councillors are on board

E Ht-u :h

COUNCIL
CHAMBER

Louie Villanueva

Eight councillors support changing regulations, seven oppose,

with an important student is-
sue.

“It’s great that we have a
majority on council willing to
support some sort of reform.
If we have to wait a couple
months, I'm fine with that”
Nilson said.

Calgarians for Secondary
Suites has a petition on its
website and over 1,500 likes
on their Facebook page. Nilson
will meet with councillors to
keep the issue in the spotlight
between now and December.

“We want to make sure the
petition we have now continues
to get attention and we want to
continue to shore up stakeholder
support,” Nilson said.

Ward 7 councillor Druh Far-
rell is one of the most vocal ad-
vocates for changing second-
ary suite regulations.

“I think there’s a general
recognition that the status quo
ism't working, so individual
members of council are try-
ing to find solutions. 1t's im-
portant that we work together
to find something that we are
all willing to live with.” Farrell
said.

Farrell believes public sup-
port for secondary suites has
been key in swaying the coun-
cillors who changed their mind
on the issue.

Groups like the Manning
Foundation, Calgary Chamber
of Commerce, the su and many
others have endorsed second-
ary suite reforms.

“Never in my years on coun-
cil have I seen a more varied
group of Calgarians come to-
gether on a single issue” Far-
rell said.

Prime professor or a terrific TA? g

Submit your nominations for SU Teaching Excellence Awards

GELEREL
VP Academio

ome of you may remember one
particular teacher who helped to
spark your interest in the area that
you're now majoring in. Others may
recall a passionate instructor who made
even the driest topic rivering. Luckily,
excellent teachers are by no means
limited to pre-university studies, and
in recognition of this, the SU Teaching

Excellence Awards (TEA) were created

The Students’ Union advertisement

as a way to honour Exceptiollﬂl fe:lchel's
at the university level.

Excellent teachers have an ability to
effecrively communicare subject matter
in a number of ways, show enthusiasm
for the topic at hand, cultivate thought
and initiate discussion. They provide
inspiration, evaluate work fairly and
consistently, connect you tw a wide
array of resources thar will accentuarte
your learning and also create a safe and
welcoming environment for the diverse
undergraduate population that exists

here at U of C.

Ifyou feel like your professoror TA is the
one that deserves an A+, you have the
chance to publicly thank them for their
dedication and work. Nominations for
fall semester professors and TAs are
now open, and those in the top third
percent of nominations will receive
a classroom visit in which students
are asked to provide more detailed
feedback. At the end of winter semester
the SU TEA commirttee will review all
nomination packages before selecting
the winners.

The nomination deadline for the
Fall 2014 semester is Oct. 31, 2014

at 4:30 pm. Nomination forms are
available electronically on the SU
website.

Students aren’t the only ones who look
for motivation to exceed expectations.
By nominating the professors,
instructors, and TAs who make your
educational career at the U of C a great
one, you encourage excellence and high
quality of teaching. Our educators
continue to set their sights higher and
the SU is proud to be able to showcase
their dedication at our annual awards
ceremony in April 2015.

rovided by the SU and published without Gauntlet editorial revision.
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Students’ Union sets priorities
for the year

Susan Anderson
Gauntlet News

tudents” Union execu-
tives have released their
goals and priorities for the
year, which include improv-
ing campus Wi-Fi, adding a
charging station in MacHall,
providing adequate prayer
space and advocating for
open textbooks and bursaries.
su president Jarett Henry said
the university’s $2.4 million Wi-
Fi upgrades are nearly done.
“All of the routers and up-
grades have been installed in
MacHall, but the university
it department hasn't come
through and hooked them up
to the system yet,” Henry said.
Charging  stations  for
phones and laptops will likely

be installed in MacHall by the
end of the year.

Temporary overflow prayer
space is available on the
fourth floor of MacHall, but
Henry is looking for a long-
term solution. The su has
been working with adminis-
tration to find space under
the Dining Centre.

The suv wants to secure a
new prayer space by the end
of the year.

Other initiatives include in-
creasing funding for the Un-
dergraduate Research Sympo-
sium, improving the Advocacy
Task Force and expanding the
online events calendar.

su vice-president operations
and finance Adam Swertz is
happy with the progress the su
has made on the negotiations

over the MacHall operating
agreement.

He said the discussions are
going better than last year.
The current agreement ex-
pires on Dec. 9.

Executives must cooperate
with officials at the admin-
istrative, municipal and pro-
vincial level. Henry said he’s
optimistic about the goals
they’ve set.

“We wouldn't have put any
of these goals down in our an-
nual plan if we didn’t think
they were possible,” Henry
said.

But Henry said that other
challenges may arise with the
long-term goals.

“Sometimes things don't fit
into a neat eight-month time-
line,” Henry said.

Changes coming to academic
misconduct policy

Augiedane Menenthiran
Gauntlet News

lagiarism, cheating and

other breaches in aca-
demic integrity are punish-
able under the University of
Calgary’s academic miscon-
duct policy. The U of C is
changing that by combining
regulations into a single pol-
icy.

Students’ Union vice-presi-
dent academic Hana Kadri said
the changes will clarify what is
permitted and what is expected
of students.

“I'm really excited to see
this happening because it will
make it easier on students,
Kadri said.

With a centralized academic
misconduct policy, students
found guilty of breaking aca-
demic rules will be subject to
only one form of penalization.

“Penalizing a student for
plagiarisim, a student may
receive a variety of different
penalties. A centralized aca-
demic misconduct policy will
allow for one specific penal-
ty.” Kadri said.

Kadri said students were con-
sulted regarding the changes
during a two-year review pro-
cess.

Students can be penalized

in a variety of ways under
the current policy. Academic
probation, a failing grade and
expulsion are used to punish
infractions.

NOW SHOWING

CALGARY

UofC opens its doors

to refugee

students from Kenya

and Malawi

Farah Kammourieh
Gauntlet News

he University of Calgary

has welcomed refugee
students, usually from Africa,
to study and live on campus
since 1986. This year, two stu-
dents from Kenya and Malawi
have made their way to the U
of C.

The refugee student pro-
gram is a partnership be-
tween the U of C, the Stu-
dents” Union and the World
University Service of Canada
(wusc). wuse works with uni-
versities and institutions to
bring refugee students to Ca-
nadian universities.

su vice-president operations
and finance Adam Swertz said
one of this years incomers
lived in a refugee camp in Ke-
nya. He put himself through
primary and secondary school
before applying to wusc.

Swertz said the students
come from  backgrounds
where “their quality of life
would be immensely im-
proved” by moving to Canada.

The U of C accepts two
refugee students per year. In
comparison, the University of
British Columbia invites five
or six and the University of
Alberta invites one,

The U of C waives residence
and tuition fees for their first
year and the su pays for all
other expenses.

The su then pays their tu-
ition in their second year
They lessen the students’ al-
lowance each year until they
are financially independent.

The two students start their
year at the Global Village res-
idence in Hotel Alma. Global
Village houses a mix of inter-
national and domestic stu-
dents. The refugee students
live with Canadian students
who will ideally help them
settle into life at the U of C.

wusc accepts no more than
50 students to attend their
partner universities and insti-
tutions each vear.

“These programs are hugely
sought after. There [are] hun-
dreds of applicants” Swertz
said.

MUHAMMAD

THE ASTONISHING STORY

OF THE PROPHET

Thursday, October 2, 2014
Socializing & Refreshments: 5:00 pm
Program: 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm

at The Southern Alberta Jubilee Auditorium
1415 14 Ave NW, Calgary, AB TZN 1M4

Free Admission / Free Parking

Complimenfary Refreshments

RSVP: THEPROPHET.CA | CALGARY@THEPROPHET.CA | 1-866-350-4650
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OPINIONS

Government must take
action on climate change

his June, July and August
T\\-'cre the hottest months
on record, and 2014 is set
to become the hottest year in re-
corded history. The United Na-
tions Sept. 23 climate summit in
New York couldn't have come at a
better time. A global problem re-
quires a global solution, but there
needs to be a shift in public opin-
ion before we'll see any substan-
tial change from climate summits.
Approximately 310,000 people
marched on the streets of New
York City Sept. 21 in preparation
for the vv Climate Summit. An-
other 260,000 gathered in cities
around the world.

The states with the power to
combat the effects of climate
change are the same ones who
cave in to corporate interests at
the expense of the planet. Sure,
we all think our own country is
special. But Canada is a country
that actually has the power to do
something and we're actively im-
peding progress by muzzling sci-
entists and refusing to ratify the
Kyoto Protocol.

U.S. secretary of state John Ker-
ry commented on climate change
in response to Sunday’s climate
march, comparing the crisis to
threats posed by 1sis and Africa’s
Ebola outbreak.

1 1 We're past the point of sober
analysis and into the plot of an
apocalyptic movie.

Calgary saw a scant crowd
of 250 people attend Sunday’s
march. Environmentalism has
never found a home in Canada’s
petrol-province.

American  President  Barack
Obama and British Prime Minis-
ter David Cameron attended the
summit, but Prime Minister Ste-
phen Harper skipped both the
summit and the march.

Kerry acknowledged that “the
grave threat of climate should
take a prominent place” on the
list of issues we face today. He's
right, but climate change has al-
ways been a back-burner issue for
politicians. We're the frogs slowly
boiling in the planetary pot they
check on once or twice a year.

Our leaders make us feel like
theyre doing something when

DawN MUENCRANTH

they get together and use words
like sustainability. 1t might make
a nice photo op, but we need
binding agreements. We're not
doing enough to curb emissions
and we've ignored warning after
warning from the global scientific
community.

The main goal of the summit is
to expand carbon pricing systems.
Governments set caps on the
amount of carbon companies can
emit. If their emissions are high-
er than the cap, theyre fined. 1f
emissions are under the cap, busi-
nesses can sell their remaining
carbon emissions for profit. While
it’s better than nothing, the sys-
tem puts a bandage on a problem
that needs open-heart surgery.

Policy makers need to go be-
vond carbon pricing systems.
Require utilities companies to
generate more electricity from re-
newable sources, halt the building
of new refineries and pipelines
and increase funding for research
into viable alternative energy
SOUrces.

A draft of the latest report from
the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change reads, “continued
emission of greenhouse gases will
cause further warming and long-
lasting changes in all components
of the climate system, increasing
the likelihood of severe, pervasive

and irreversible impacts for peo-
ple and ecosystems”

Were past the point of so-
ber analysis and into the plot of
an apocalyptic movie. Climate
change is not a leftist conspiracy,
it’s a pragmatic concern.

Warsaw hosted the annual cli-
mate change summit in 2013 and
six major vcos walked out of the
conference. They issued a joint
statement that said “[the confer-
ence], which should have been an
important step in the just transi-
tion to a sustainable future, is on
track to deliver virtually nothing”

We shouldn't be surprised at
the result of the Warsaw talks.
Corporations who benefit from
stagnant climate policy influence
states’ agenda and underdevel-
oped countries most affected by
climate change often have little
influence.

These summits are necessary,
but they have to start passing
binding accords to make an im-
pact. We don't have time for an-
other ineffectual conference. We
can't wait until issues reach an
existential level before engaging
in them. The time to act is be-
fore climate change brings about
widespread human suffering.

We might be past that point.
We know there’s a problem, but a
combination of apathy and corpo-
rate money has kept us too numb
to act. The climates doomsday
clock sits a few close strokes to
midnight. The world has seen it's
share of close calls, but this one is
irreversible.

Don't be surprised when this
summit doesn't save the world.
Governments and corporations
need consistent public pressure
before theyll start to change.
Substantial policy decisions don't
happen  overnight. Constantly
pressuring our political leaders is
doing something, even if it's slow
going. If we want our government
to take climate change seriously,
we have to make them.

Chris Adams
Gauntlet Editorial Board

short
form

What would you
give up to stop
climate change?

“Junk food.”

-Anne-Marie Lim,
third-year communications

“Oral sex.”

- Jadd Mackenna,
fourth-year accounting

“Chocolate.”

- Erin Moulton
fourth-year communications

“Aleg

- Davis Steward,
third-year accounting

Photos: Eric Gonzalez, Interviews: Katy Atherhaolt



8 SEPTEMBER 25, 2014

Should students have to pay for a UPass?

Yes, It's an important campus resource for a number of reasons

Emilie Medland
Gauntlet Opinions

uition and fees are con-

stantly the topic of con-
versation on campus. The
UPass is a cost that’s hidden
in plain sight — you don’t pay
for the public transit pass as
you use it, but it's a manda-
tory cost included in your stu-
dent fees.

Some argue that the $125
per semester expense is too
much, especially for students
who don’t use public transit.
But it's a much better deal
than the $90 monthly fee that
transit-using Calgarians pay
for their daily commutes.

But when the cost of buying
into this program doesn’t ben-
efit us all, why should we pay?
Maybe students should be
able to opt out of buying the
UPass. We could even elimi-
nate it all together.

However, an optional fee
isn't possible with Calgary
Transit. All students must
contribute to the UPass pro-
gram for the University of
Calgary to receive the dis-
counted rate. If we don’t have
students  subsidizing each
other, the only option is to

climinate the program.

The UPass benefits every
student on campus. The uni-
versity’s use of public transit
reduces our ecological foot-
print — a big part of the U of
C’s agenda — by encourag-
ing students to take transit.
All over campus, posters and
stickers encourage students
to sort their waste, recycle
and turn off the lights in class-
rooms. The university is liv-
ing up to their rhetoric with
programming that’s backed
up with consistent funding.

If the UPass pulls one more
car off of Crowchild Trail
each morning, surely it’s do-
ing more good than harm.

Besides being environmen-
tally beneficial, the pass is
genuinely helpful. If youre
stuck somewhere or you're
unable to drive, the UPass
lets you travel across the city
without paying for a cab. This
is important for young adults.
Students are young and will
inevitably find themselves in
risky situations. They should
have a way home that's safe
and accessible.

Being part of a campus
community means buying
into one. If we want students

to have a low-cost and ac-
cessible way to travel around
Calgary, we have to pay for it.

And while some might com-
plain about the extra costs
tacked onto student fees, it's
important that these services
are provided. Instead of com-
plaining about something that
benefits students, we should
pay more attention to mon-
ey thats wasted on stuff like

extravagant executive salaries
and luxury office renovations.

Even better, we should
spend more time worrying
about the budget of the uni-
versity. Upper-level manage-
ment is skilled at barrelling
ahead with fee hikes and
luxury costs. Complaining
about a useful service be-
ing provided for a rational
fee seems irrelevant when

compared to market modi-
fiers or President Elizabeth
Cannon’s $8-million renova-
tions.

Keeping student fees low
is important to everyone, but
we  shouldn't sacrifice the

benefits of a community.

The UPass provides a use-
ful service to students. That's
something I'm willing to put
money towards.

No, it forces students to pay for a service they cannot use

Jeremy Woo
Gauntlet Opinions

ometimes, the free market

isn't the solution. That’s
why I don’t mind seeing Can-
ada Pension Plan deductions
on my paycheque. I'm happy
to chip in some money for
Employment Insurance and
I'm pleased to pay Students’
Union dues. 1 may never use
these services, but it's com-
forting to know that I'd have
access to them in a time of
need.

The same cannot be said
about the UPass, which gives
students access to Calgary
Transit services. Once en-
rolled, full-time students are
required to pay the mandatory
$125 UPass fee each semester.

But some students can't ac-
cess public transit. Unlike

university tuition or su dues,
students are required to fork
over hard-earned cash for ac-
cess to a transit system that is
useless to them.

Students who live in com-
munities like Airdrie and Co-
chrane have no way of using
the UPass. Nine per cent of
Calgary’s population doesn't
live within city limits. These
students must drive to reach
the University of Calgary and
anywhere else in the city. We
force them to buy into a ser-
vice that they don't have the
opportunity to use.

Though these students
could use Calgary Transits
Park and Ride service, you
still need a vehicle to reach
the train station. Being forced
to drive combined with the
potentially expensive parking
defeats the point of the UPass.

At C-Train stations, parking
is difficult to find and can be
expensive. You might as well
drive the extra 20 minutes
and park at the university.

Even living within city lim-
its doesn't mean that you'll
have a way to use your UPass.
If there is transit in your
neighbourhood, it can be so
erratic that the pass is essen-
tially useless.

Communities in the south-
east still dont have transit.
If you live in a new suburb,
vou probably won’t see a bus
rolling by this semester. But
vowll still pay for a transit
pass that can't fulfill it’s most
basic design — to provide vou
with transportation.

In some communities, there
simply aren’t any buses on
evenings and weckends. Im-
proving public transit would

go a long way to improve the
usability of the UPass. But
until then, it’s unfair to make
students  in  communities
with highly accessible public
transit pay the same fee as
students with no access. We
shouldn't be forced to subsi-
dize each other’s transpor-
tation on account of postal
codes.

If we chose to eliminate
the UPass, there are other
options for students. Many
students would qualify for a
low-income monthly transit
pass. They cost $44 a month,
which is only $14 per month
more than the UPass pro-
gram. There’s also the added
benefit of people paying for
the services they plan to use.
And if students don’t qualify
for a low-income transit pass,
they probably don't need one

DroroTHY Bl

in the first place.

Like many students, I don’t
use all of the services 1 pay
for. I probably don’t visit the
Student Success Centre as
much as 1 should. 1 seldom
step foot into the law library.
I don't participate in every
event put on by the sv or al-
ways listen to casw.

What’s  important about
most campus services is that
the option to access them is
always there. If I want to visit
the law library or tune into
cssw, nothing is stopping me.
Not using these services is a
decision I make.

With the UPass, the deci-
sion is already made for us.
Personal choice doesn’t make
up for the lack of accessibil-
ity. Some students are being
forced to pay for a service
they can't use.
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Program changes leave students in the dark

Leah Schmidt

Gauntlet Opinions

nterdisciplinary programs

are unique. They combine

multiple disciplines to cre-
ate a distinct academic view-
point and prevent students
from taking multiple classes
with the same academic per-
spectives.

This rhetoric is backed by
administrative goals. Interdis-
ciplinary programs are a major
part of the Eyes High plan and
are outlined in the university’s
strategic plans.

Over four years ago, I began
a degree in international rela-
tions and women’s studies —
both interdisciplinary degrees.
It should have been a safe path.
But poor administrative deci-
sions meant that the program
choices of thousands of stu-
dents were thrown to the curb.

Before the faculties of social
sciences, humanities, commu-
nication and culture and fine
arts merged into the faculty of
arts in 2010, interdisciplinary
programs didn't report to spe-
cific departments.

Before the faculty merger,
programs weren't unfunded
or unaccountable. Instead, in-
terdisciplinary programs had
a budget large enough to hire
dedicated staff for each pro-
gram and to pay professors
from other departments to
teach in the area.

That autonomy is now gone.
Interdisciplinary ~ programs
like development studies are
now attached to other depart-
ments like archaeology. The
switch to departmentalized
programming was based on the
assumption that these depart-
ments would take financial and
administrative ownership of
the programs.

Now professors and admin-
istrators with no experience in
certain fields make decisions
for interdisciplinary programs.
This includes which professors
are hired, when and what class-
es are offered and the specifics
of degree requirements.

Interdisciplinary  programs
are highly specialized and re-
quire detailed knowledge of
the subject matter. An interdis-
ciplinary program like urban
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studies has a lot in common
with geography, but it should
be controlled by someone who
specializes in that particular
field, not just something that's
close enough.

There are at least four inter-
disciplinary programs that have
no department. A program like
women’s studies reports to the
associate dean of teaching and
learning, instead of an academ-
ic with experience in the field.

JAMES STEVENSON

Although these programs are
part of the U of Cs strategic
planning, that doesn't manifest
in quality programming. Like
a lot of initiatives on campus,
making sure administrative
decisions look good under the
Eyes High banner seems to be
more important than creating
quality programs.

Surprised? Probably, because
only a handful of upper-level
administrators seem to know

which department is respon-
sible for which program. Un-
less you have time to ask about
new administrative structures
in person, this information will
not be made clear to you.

Lack of consultation with
students is a breach of trust.
Administration made changes
that degraded the quality of
students’ education without
informing them. If administra-
tion won't liaison with students
on administrative issues, how
can we trust them on major is-
sues like tuition and fees?

Students deserve to know
whats happening in our pro-
grams, especially when we're
paying thousands of dollars
to study here. It’s insulting to
flaunt Eyes High at every turn
and then not follow through
with the promises of quality
interdisciplinary programs and
research.

If administration is going to
make changes to our programs,
they should tell us. All we ex-
pect from interdisciplinary pro-
grams is what we were prom-
ised. Administration needs to
deliver.

Location:
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Tuesday
Wednesday

Thursday 45 minute Blender
Saturday Weekend Riser at
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brary will fill up. Summer's

last rays of daylight will
burn the sidewalk, the sound of
Vitamin D splattering on the as-
phalt drowned out by the rustle
of pages and shallow breathing
next door in the library. Students
will stare into the glow of moni-
tors, scratching out notes, losing
their pens, tapping their feet,
texting. Intelligent people in
the physical prime of their lives,
hunching their spines, parsing
through a deluge of information
with the hope that they can hack
it through the next test, hack it
through the next semester and
through the degree for the job at
the end of the tunnel, a job that
will require more of the same.
Staying focused these days sure is
tough.

A 2013 study by the National
Center for Biotechnology Infor-
mation suggested that the aver-
age attention span is now eight
seconds. The same study cites
a goldfishs as nine. By the time
you've finished reading these
words, you might be thinking
about sex, sushi, homework, bills,
friends or sex.

The consequences of a short-
ened attention span range from
trivial to deadly. as a slip of the
wheel could mean the difference
between a missed garage sale and
asmouldering wreck.

These consequences have hit
the younger generations the
hardest. Watching a classroom
full of preschool children is ter-
rifying. Children and teenagers
have access to electronic plea-
sures beyond the wildest science
fiction of our parents’ heyday, and
some of these addled youths will
be the surgeons of tomorrow, cut-
ting the brains out of our heads to
plug into virtual reality vats.

Many of you know what it’s like
to be aware of some task that you
should have done, with full knowl-
edge that it would have benefited
you in the future. Except you
didn't do the task because Face-
book was more interesting at the
time and because work is so god-

In the next few weeks, the li-

up: focus, students and ADHD

damned boring,

Derek Luk is one of the mental
health coordinators at the Uni-
versity of Calgary Wellness Cen-
tre. I've met Luk before, and he
speaks with a serenity that sug-
gests truth to what he preaches
— the promise of inner peace by
making simple, consistent chang-
es in habit.

“I think there’s been arise over-
all in the diagnosis of Attention
Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder
and the use of stimulant medica-
tion,” Luk says. “Concentration
and attention is quite a complex
matter because you have to make
sure that you're emotionally bal-
anced and that you have ways of
dealing with stress in your life,
like maintaining good nutrition.
There’s no one fix”

According to the Center for
Disease Control, the diagnosis of
focus problems like aonp are on
the rise. Nobody is quite sure of
the reasons behind this trend, or
if it reflects an actual increase in
cases versus more frequent diag-
nosis. Technology appears an ob-
vious scapegoat for decreased at-
tention spans. According to Luk,
people use social media as a form
of stress relief. The problem is

that this kind of fix doesn't make
you feel better in the long run or
give you coping skills.

“Your dopamine goes up when
you use social media” Luk says.
“It affects the chemistry of your
brain. And people who multitask
on their laptop or tablet perform
worse than people who work at
one thing at a time”

Perhaps Calgary youth rely on
phones to an exceptional degree.
Calgarians live in a wealthy but
sprawling urban environment
with only a few centralized social
hubs, such as Stephen Avenue,
Kensington and Marda Loop. Ca-
nadians have amongst the largest
bubbles of personal space consid-
ered comfortable. The amount of
open area here could have mal-
adapted us to the congestion of
places such as the C-train, mak-
ing cellphones an attractive es-
cape from social claustrophobia.

Daniel Goleman, a psychologist
and author of the groundbreak-
ing book Emotional Intelligence
has released a new work titled
Focus: The Hidden Driver of Ex-
cellence (feel sorry for this man's
children), which argues that
those who are able to focus suc-
ceed more than those who can't,

differences in natural talent and
processing speed being less im-
portant. Goleman suggests that
technology has hampered our
ability to pay attention, and that
this might stunt our development
in more ways than one.

Fuelling a short attention span
with technology can cause collat-
eral damage. People who respond
to foreign or uncomfortable situ-
ations by burying themselves in
phones and tablets don't learn
anything new: Picture a neander-
thal who responded to a sabre-
tooth tiger’s pounce by pulling
out his iPhone to see if anybody
was taking an interest in his re-
lationship status. Other neander-
thals would take an interest all
right, when they asked his cave-
girlfriend why she hitched some-
one stupid enough to check his
phone in front of a sabre-tooth
tiger.

Goleman’s research  argues
that childrens reliance on tech-
nological gizmos causes a “men-
tal blurriness,” which wrecks the
ability to adapt to new situations
or to create a rapport with teach-
ers. Learning is, by nature, a so-
cial activity. Lacking the proper
emotional or social skills to con-

Dawn MUENCHRATH
nect with one’s surroundings and
teachers undermines the purpose
of technologies designed to make
learning more convenient. It also
just makes you more annoying to
deal with.

“When youre speaking face
to face with someone,” Luk says,
“studies show that about 30 to 40
per cent of that conversation will
be about yourself. Whereas about
80 per cent of the content people
publish on social media is about
themselves”

By now vou're probably think-
ing, “Screw off, why are you
preaching to me like some lud-
dite?” Fine, technology is not go-
ing anywhere. People love their
phones. They give us something
to read while we poo at work.

“Technology in itself is not a
bad thing,” Luk says. “Your rela-
tionship with it can be healthy or
unhealthy. Its unrealistic to tell
people to not use technology; it's
more about developing a healthy
relationship. When you feel
stressed, is technology something
you go to to suppress feelings of
anger and stress? Do you actu-
ally talk to people about it or do
you just throw it up on your social
media site? I want to emphasize



that technology is not bad, but if
it's the only way vou feel that can
connect to the world there is a
problem”

Is technology the culprit or
only the enabler of shortened at-
tention spans? According to Pen-
ny Pexman, a professor from the
U of Cs psychology department,
staying away from the line be-
tween incorporation and addic-
tion is the best way to approach
smartphone technology:

“Smartphones are new distrac-
tions, but they can also be learn-
ing tools. Maybe the key question
is, are vou controlling your smart-
phone or is your smartphone
controlling you? If you can feel
your phone drawing you away
from lectures or labs, then make
some efforts to control your use:
for instance, put your phone away
when you get into class. In gen-
eral, 1 think people are starting
to realize that we need to man-
age our environments better so
that we don't have access to all
information and devices all the
time. Attention is definitely a lim-
ited resource, and no matter how
good you think you are at multi-
tasking, you will do better if you
limit the number of things you
are trying to pay attention to.”

The good news, then, is that

E S T 1 V

high-speed and accessible mo-
bile Internet might not actually
be breaking our minds. The bad
news is that our minds might be
broken to begin with. Permanent-
Iy.

“I think it's important to recog-
nize that all humans have a lim-
ited supply of attention, and there
ism't much evidence that we can
change that with brain games or
training or stimulants. You may
need to change some habits or
your surroundings in order to re-
ally be able to give difficult tasks
the attention they need.” Pexman
notes.

1 asked Glen Bodner, another U
of C psychology professor whose
work focuses on memory and
cognition, to chime in.

“I am not sure whether off-task
behaviours in class are more fre-
quent now or are just more obvi-
ous now than in the past. Tech-
nology may be dictating how we
spend our time off-task rather
than how often we are off-task”
Bodner writes. “It’s also possible
that our new offtask gizmos
make engaging in off-task activity
more reinforcing, which might
increase their use.”

Pexman added that she “hasn't
seen students become more fidg-
ety anddistractible over the years.
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Certainly they have different dis-
tractions now than 20 years ago,
but the challenge to stay focused
in lectures hasn't changed. Even
before smartphones students had
lots of distractions in lectures,
they could chat with classmates,
daydream, make to-do lists and
doodle in their notebooks.”

The caveman, sabre-tooth ti-
ger and phone analogy was un-
realistic. Not because cavemen

portion of time wandering rather
than being on task. Whether this
portion is on the rise still needs to
be studied longitudinally”

For those of you too aoup to
read about spmp, its a condi-
tion characterized by an inabil-
ity to focus on and complete
tasks. There are various theories
regarding the cultural and an-
thropological roots of this con-
dition. A bestselling book ADD:

don't have phones, but because if A Different Perception by Thom

any of them had to worry about
tigers they would never catch
enough slack to wander off into
their cyberspace temple to the
self. If you've ever seen Preda-
tor, Schwarzenegger was too
busy being run down like a dog
to post a status update about the
space monster trying to collect
his skull for its skull collection.
This is what life was actually like
in prehistoric times. Technology
might be an unenlightened, junk
food-esque fix for modernitys
sedentary lifestyle, but that does
not necessarily make it the root
of our attention problems. And
according to Bodner, that root is
still unclear.

“There has been an explo-
sion of research of late on mind
wandering which shows that our
minds spend a surprisingly large
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Hartmann, a psychotherapist,
describes a hunter versus farmer
hypothesis that gained traction
in recent years after researchers
uncovered evidence that apnp is
linked to altered brain production
of dopamine — a neurochemi-
cal that regulates concentration,
mood and energy. The fact that
this mutation is heritable sug-
gests apnn’s chemical imbalance
might have functioned advanta-
geously once, and likely still can
in certain situations that require
astate known as hyperfocus.
Hyperfocus refers to a state of
powerful immersion in the mo-
ment. Of course, it can't be main-
tained very long, but hyperfocus
can catapult the person experi-
encing it into a seemingly altered
reality. This manifests in sports,
when professional athletes talk
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about being “in the zone,” a place
where time dilates and the world
rappels away from them. It’s too
bad they aren't better wordsmiths,
because athletes understand hy-
perfocus better than anyone and
still always miss the chance for an
eloquent description during their
mumbly post-game interviews.

Hyperfocus also manifests in
the use of powerful drugs, such
as overdoses of amphetamines,
which are used to control abup, or
cocaine, which is used to scream
at strangers from across the bar at
Cowboys.

The evolutionary purpose of
hyperfocus boils down to sur-
vival — hunting, killing, running
from bears. The next time you're
on an airplane and the person in
front of you asks you to stop kick-
ing their seat, take it as a compli-
ment. You are better-geared for
combative living — your inability
to sit still means that vou are a
machine of untapped primal sav-
agery. They are the farmer. You
are the hunter.

Unfortunately, we live in a
world that rarely rewards hyper-
focus or the adrenaline-addicted.
fidgety individuals who can sum-
mon it. Without enough of ca-
thartic intensity as a counterbal-
ance, emotional factors like stress,
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depression and feelings of hope-
lessness can dampen one’s ability
to concentrate. The only thing
worse than chomping through
heaps of art history books is do-
ing it with hard science majors in
your family slinging snide ques-
tions about your future.

Many students work through
endless assignments with little
hope of financial success in their
field of study. Pexman points out
that academic work is particular-
ly draining.

“A lot of what we have to do as
professors or students involves re-
ally hard mental effort, and we're
not going to do our best work if
we're devoting less than 100 per
cent attention to the task.”

A lack of motivation often con-
tributes to the “what the fuck
is this all for?” question, which
can boomerang around to knock
away inspiration and dedication.
Mental health problems feed
into each other — people become
stressed and depressed because
they can't concentrate, and feel
like theyre going to fail at ev-
erything. And when they can't
concentrate, they might feel like
they're going to fail at everything,
becomingstressed and depressed.
Luk argues that stress is a critical
component of apup because of
this self-destructive loop.

“It's a vicious circle. Say you
can't sleep. You go to bed, your
mind races and races. The more
you think about the fact that you
can't sleep, the more you feel
awake. Western culture perpetu-
ates a normalization of unhealthy
levels of stress. People want to
feel busy all the time. They don't
feel comfortable with themselves,
like they have time or a purpose”

While the link between mood
and concentration-based mental

health disorders is not entirely
understood, they correlate with
one another to a degree. This link
can be frustrating to sufferers
when the domino effect kicks in,
but it does mean that the treat-
ment options overlap.

One option is to grow up. No,
I'm not mocking you. Getting
older, accumulating experiences
and transitioning from school to
work hones the mind. Meg Jay,
a clinical psychologist mentions
in her book, The Defining Decade:
Why Your Twenties Matter, that an
overstimulated amygdala, a por-
tion of the brain thought to regu-
late fear, can limit one’s ability
to perform intellectually. When
teenagers and twentysomethings
enter new situations, they often
have such limited experience that
fear takes over and compromises
their higher functions, overclock-
ing the brain into an alert pattern
with a death grip. The solution?
Beat your fight-or-flight response
into submission with new experi-
ences and challenges. As one’s life
goals become clearer, their amyg-
dala becomes less hyperstimulat-

ed and their sense of aimlessness
will start to fade. Improved focus
will follow. Worrying that one
does not have the skills to juggle
life the way successful adults do
is pointless because those adults
have spent years and years devel-
oping coping and self-focusing
techniques, likely after repeated
failures. So get out there and start
failing.

“But wait, youre thinking, “I
need to learn to focus now, so
that I can get through school and
get on a career track first” Well,
you're right — you do need to
start now. There are many meth-
ods for training oneself to focus,
as well as for treating attention
problems. One of the most popu-
lar and controversial forms of
therapy is medication.

apnp remains a debated topic
partly because a medical di-
agnosis entails amphetamine
prescription, which has proven
efficacious but presents poorly
understood long-term effects
and the potential for addiction.
Luk doesn’t see a problem with
stimulants, but warns against

Davio Lau

relying on them as a crutch.

“If used properly under super-
vision of a medical professional,
go ahead. If [stimulants] are used
correctly they have benefits.
These medications can give you
the energy to make changes, but
you shouldn't use them to contin-
ue living an unhealthy lifestyle.
Think about harm reduction for
high blood pressure, asthma, any
type of chronic illness. These
[medications] are rarely designed
to cure illness. Stimulant treat-
ment is just that — harm reduc-
tion. It must be combined with
other methods”

The popularity of amphet-
amines for studying highlights
the sensitive nature of character-
izing learning disabilities. If we
diagnosed apnp based off of be-
haviour alone, half of the students
on this campus would be gob-
bling down amphetamine salts
the way sweaty, hyperfocused
athletes chug Gatorade. How
many students are neurologically
impaired, and how many of them
just want an easy fix? There are
no systems in place right now to

DROs staff polling stations during the by-election October 15 - 17, and assist
with the promotion of the election. Great experience, opportunities to meet
interesting people and good resume padding!

Application forms available at the SU office, MSC 251.
Application deadline: September 26, 2014.

scrutinize the credibility of apup
for the majority of the popula-
tion.

Another way to deal with at-
tention lapses can be as simple
as choosing how to take a break.
Spending 10 minutes to walk
around outside, rather than
checking out social media, can
benefit both the body and mind.
Bodner and Pexman’s advice is as
simple as unplugging completely
— log off your email, avoid your
Facebook, put your phone some-
where far away and get some-
thing hot to drink if you need it.

Taking smart breaks is really
just part of a bigger picture: a
healthy lifestyle. 1 don't want to
get L. Ron Hubbard on you all,
but living healthy — even if it
doesn't seem like you have the
time — will make you a more ef-
ficient and productive student
when you have to buckle down.
Drink five glasses of water a day
and get at least 30 minutes of car-
dio three times a week. In mod-
eration, take supplements that
promote the controlled release of
dopamine, like ginseng, green tea,
reishi mushroom extract, omega
three oils, vitamin D pills (winter
is coming). Get enough sleep. The
necessary amount varies per per-
son between 6-9 hours, and make
sure your electronic devices are
stored away when you tuck in.
Finding ways to calm your mind,
whether through creative outlets
or through yoga and meditation
is essential. I'd also tell you to eat
more green vegetables and less
red meat and carbs . . . but fuck
that, beef is delicious.

One of Luk’s areas of interest
is the concept of mindfulness,
which he describes as a “piece of
meditation” or “attention alloca-
tion training” The U of C Health
and Wellness Centre offers mind-
fulness and meditation training
courses, many of which are free
for students. According to practi-
tioners of mindfulness, willpower
is amuscle, and every redirection
of your focus is a weightlifting
repetition. Mindfulness rings like
a hokey new-age concept, but it’s
really just the practice of deliber-
ately focusing your attention on
a task or emptying your mind,
rather than churning through
amidst a sea of distractions. The
meditative element comes from
acknowledging those distractions
and making a conscious choice to
push them away. Forcibly ignor-
ing the latest episode of your fa-
vourite Netflix series seems like a
daunting task at first, but keep at
it and it will eventually become a
habit that yields positive results.
At least, that's what the adults
keep telling me.



ENTERTAINMENT

SEPTEMBER 25, 2014 13

Editor: Liv Ingram

entertainment@thegauntlet.ca

@GauntletUofC

Queens & Cowboys explores gay cowboy culture

Melanie Bethune
Humour Editor

ade Earp is a cow-

boy in every sense

of the word. Call-
ing Texas home, he drives his
pickup truck and horse trailer
thousands of miles across North
America every year to com-
pete in bull-riding, roping, bar-
rel racing and countless other
events. His story has all of the
workings of a classic Western
story — an arch-nemesis com-
petitor lurking in the shadows,
a faithful devotion to his horse
Digit, a Stetson and a thick
southern drawl. Wade Earp is
a cowboy and Wade Earp is an
out and proud gay man.

Matt Livadary’s documentary
Queens and Cowboys: A Straight
Year on the Gay Rodeo. which
makes its Canadian premiere at
the Calgary International Film
Festival cirr, follows cowboys
like Earp as they compete on the
International Gay Rodeo Associ-
ation (cra circuit. For Earp, the
goal is to win the coveted title
of All Around Cowboy, while for
participants such as Char Duran,
a lesbian bull-rider from Colora-
do. simply winning a belt buckle
is a test of heart and spirit.

The film focuses on five wcra

COURTESY MATT LivaDary

Queens and Cowboys: A Straight Year on the Gay Rodeo makes its
Canadian premiere at the Calgary International Film Festival.

members, including Earp and
Duran, but touches on count-
less personalities.

“1 filmed 800 hours of foot-
age by the end of it, which is in-
sane. There were almost dozens
and dozens of characters that 1
was following and stories that 1
fell in love with,” Livadary says.
“Who ended up making it in the
film was who represented a very
strong feature of at least one

characteristic of the cowboy
code. You know — honesty, in-
tegrity, hard work, community,
heart”

The film follows a rodeo sea-
son and the cowboy code, while
speaking to issues of ioeroar
identity in the context of con-
servative cowboy culture. The
film focuses on the intersection
of these two worlds and how
they come together to create a

family-like community.

“We showed [the film] in Dal-
las. This girl came up to Wade
afterwards in tears and said,
‘I'm a l6-year-old girl from ru-
ral Texas and 1 have a pastor for
a father and a very conserva-
tive upbringing, but my family
doesn’t know that I'm bi. She
posted it right on Facebook and
came out to her family and all
of her friends immediately after

seeing that it was OK.” Livadary
says. “In this day and age people
still don't know that there are
good role models out there who
exist”

Livadary and his team at-
tended dozens of rodeos across
North America for the project.
One segment was filmed close
to Calgary.

“[in] Calgary itself, the rodeo
is incredible. The people from
the Alberta Rockies Gay Rodeo
chapter are just so passionate
and fired up and energized.
They work so hard to make
those rodeos happen,” Livadary
says. "It was a pretty amazing, It
was one of my favourite rodeos,
for sure”

As for the film's premiere at
cirr, Livadary is anticipating the
reaction of Calgary audiences.

“We've played in some places
where it is rodeo-centric, for
lack of a better term, but none
as big as Calgary. It’s going to be
interesting to see how the film
plays to people in rodeo, who
love rodeo,” Livadary says. “It
will put us to the test and see
if we've got it with people who
know and love rodeo”

Prepare to laugh, cheer and
to even get a little misty-eyed
as this film comes stampeding
through Calgary as part of cire

F|Im |mplores you to lose - your V|rg|n|ty or be

Caonnor Sadler
Entertainment Assistant

osing your virginity is usu-

ally awkward and terrible,
but when your parents are plan-
ning to use you as a virgin sacri-
fice for their satanic cult, losing
your v-card becomes a life-or-
death necessity.

Teen Lust is a dark comedy
about a high-school student
named Neil. On top of having
to avoid the typical landmines
of high school and hormones,
Neil's parents are too involved
with their satanic cult to pay at-
tention to him — until they offer
him as a virgin sacrifice. Thus
begins Neils race against time
to score a one night stand before

the cult gets ahold of him.

“I wanted to raise the stakes
on it a little bit. Having to lose
your virginity or die, thats
about as high stakes as you can
get,” says director Blaine Thuri-
er. "1 just needed a way for that
to fit and virgin sacrifice just
seemed natural.”

Thurier says he made Neils
parents part of a satanic cult as
a tongue-in-cheek comparison
to his experience of growing up
with Catholic parents.

“1 was raised going to church
and 1 hated it Thurier says.
“The discomfort of being at
church, having to wear un-
comfortable clothes, having to
wake up early and having vour
parents get on vour case about

misbehaving”
The humour in Teen Lust
stems from the awkwardness of

COURTESY EQNE

Teen Lust shows just how awkward losing your
virginity can be when your parents are in a cult.

having sex for the first time, and
many of the jokes arise from the
situations Neil finds himself in.

sacrificed

There are more than a few ner-
vous laughs while Neil tries to
proposition many of the girls he
knows.

“It’s not an easy thing to do)
Thurier says. “When youre a
teenager it feels like you're be-
ing burned alive because of
your hormones going out of
control and how badly you need
to fulfil those needs.”

At its core, Teen Lustis meant
to be a fun film that the audi-
ence can relate to.

“l wasn't probing too deeply
into the adolescent psyche
Thurier says. “It’s fun to watch
a movie about experiences that
you've had. You watch them and
know that other people feel the
same way.”
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Jens Lekman
WWJID

Swedish musician Jens Lek-
man has always taken inspira-
tion from the trivial. This is ap-
parent on his new self-released
mixtape WIWJD, out Sept. 2 on
Soundcloud, where the indie-
pop musician devotes a song to a
bracelet asking “What Would Je-
sus Do?" But despite the uncon-
ventional topics, Lekman never

fails to instill his quirky humour
into his work.

The three original songs on
the mixtape are the first new
material from him in two years
— following his LP I Know What
Love Isn't — and are interwoven
with tracks from other artists.
Lekman's tracks are outtakes
from an upcoming album, which
he says were cut because they
“didn't fit in with most of the
other songs [I] was writing”

The first song on the mix,
“WWID,” is immaculately pro-
duced, with gorgeous synthesiz-
ers and caretully layered vocals.
The lyrics read like a poorly
written country hit making the
song hilarious and a lot of fun to
listen to. The next track, “What's
That Perfume That You Wear”
is a throwaway song, which fea-
tures Lekman obsessing over a

girl’s perfume. Hearing Lekman
list potential aromas his lover
could be wearing while steel
drums play in the background
just ends up sounding ridiculous.
The mixtape closes with “I
Remember” which floats by on
a lazy summer drumbeat. In the
nostalgia-filled song, Lekman
reminisces about a childhood
vacation to Italy and the realiza-
tion that not all of his peers had
families that could afford those
kinds of trips. Even though the
moral of the song gets bogged
down by explicit references to
class struggle, it succeeds be-
cause of the singer’s sincerity.
While not all of Lekmans
songs shine, the mixtape is en-
joyable from start to finish and
it should tide fans over until the
release of his next album.
Jason Herring

The Crooked Brothers
Thank You I'm Sorry

Winnipeg's Crooked Brothers
are a talented group, as their
third album Thank You I'm Sor-
ry shows. The trio’s individual
styles complement each other,
creating a pleasant musical ex-
perience. The album easily fits

folksy, country overtones into a
wide range of styles and moods.
The album begins with
“Dear Antonia,” a melancholy
ballad that draws listeners in
with relaxing, rich vocals and
calm instrumentals. “Pass You
By” moves from a calm atmo-
sphere to an upbeat and cheer-
ful mood that is reminiscent of
classic country.
“Organs On Demand” is one
of the album’s most memorable
tracks. With strange lyrics and
ominous instrumentals, it's un-
usual, but never jarring, mak-
ing it stand out in a way that
makes the album stronger.
“Kennedy,” brings a return
to the calm atmosphere and
showcases some of the most

compelling vocals on the en-
tire album. “Mean Mean Baby”
is upbeat and bluesy, while
“Lightning In My Chest” is a
gritty piece of hard-rock with a
folksy twist.

“Sittin’ True” is another quiet
and thoughtful ballad. The al-
bum ends on a relaxing note
with “North Of The Border” a
quict country song with nostal-
gic lyrics.

Overall, Thank You I'm Sor-
ry stands out with its blend of
styles and terrific instrumen-
tation. It's an enjoyable album
for fans of country and folk
music and with its wide range
of styles it's a great showcase of
The Crooked Brothers’ talent.

Shivaughn M. King
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Liam Harrison
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ts here — the event you
I were always waiting for

even before you realized
you were always waiting for it.

From Sept. 26 to Oct. 5 Cal-
gary will host YYC Pizza Week,
featuring 40 restaurants that
will stretch the boundaries of
pizza.

“We threw a few ideas around
for different weeks and pizza
just seemed to work. With this,
we could not only focus on food
communities and neighbour-
hood communities, but we
could also focus on families and
get them involved,” says Wanda
Baker, one of the organizers
of YYC Pizza Week. “We were
looking at different ways of in-
corporating as many parts of
the city as possible and every-
one loves pizza”

Baker says the inspiration for
the event was YYC Burger Week,
which doubled in size this year,
from the initial 15 to 30.

YYC Burger Week raised
$27.000 for three charities. Or-
ganizers hope YYC Pizza Week
can raise even more.

The pizzas are organized into
three categories: thin, thick and
unique.

One of the craziest offerings

Louie ViLLanueva

'Z/a gods smile upon
YYC Pizza Week

is the samba rice sushi pizza —
topped with fried sushi rice and
salmon — from Blowfish Sushi
Lounge. Others are the Clas-
sic Reuben — with latka crust,
Russian dressing and Montreal
smoked meat — from Gruman's
Deli and the Duckonion, featur-
ing a Chinese green onion cake
topped with duck from Lava
Dining.

Gluten-free and vegetarian
pizzas are available, as well as
various stuffed crusts.

“We have a great variety be-
cause Calgary is so diverse”
Baker says. “Some people don't
eat pork, so we've got a diverse
range of ingredients, including
bison and mussels”

Despite the unconventional
toppings, Baker insists theres
an emphasis on food made by
local businesses. Attendees will
be given a Monopoly-esque
passport to pizza pleasuretown,
where they’ll be able to pick and
choose their venues and eating
as much pizza as they fancy.

“We found pizza places in ev-
ery quarter, and in places like
Kensington, there’s lots of pizza
places” Baker says. “You can
try two, you can try 10, but you
have 10 days to do it

Every pizzawill cost $20, with
$3 of every pie going to Calgary
Meals on Wheels.
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Humour Editor

here’s a sense of inno-

cence lost when a fa-

vourite character is un-
masked. Subconsciously, we all
know that underneath the furry
head of a mascot, there’s a living
person giving life to this out-
ward form. But we convince our-
selves that in some way putting
on makeup or an outfit changes
something. Cinderella isnt a
theatre student named Sarah
from San Antonio - Cinderella is
in fact Cinderella.

Carroll Spinney, the man be-
hind Big Bird, has blurred the
line between character and man
since he first put on the feath-
ered suit in 1969. Now, after al-
most 50 years of playing Big
Bird, his story is being told.

The documentary [ Am Big
Bird: The Carroll Spinney Story
playing as part of the Calgary
International Film Festival, ex-
plores Spinneys life as a man
and his life as Big Bird from Ses-
ame Street. The film is a heart-
wrenching and nostalgic whirl-
wind through the highs and lows
of Spinney’s life and career.

The story is told largely

COUIITEY CAI.
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Carroll Spinney has been the man behind the Big Bird and Oscar the Grouch
since 1969. | Am Big Bird: The Carroll Spinney Story takes a look at his life.

through period footage with
voice-overs by Spinney, his close
friends and family. We learn
of Spinneys relationship with

Jim Henson and other creative
collaborators alongside his dis-
solved first marriage and the
eventual love story with his sec-

ond wife, Debra. We watch his
love of puppetry play out along-
side the ups and downs of his ca-
reer and personal life.
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Ddc‘:urm‘enféryklooks at the man behind Big Bird

The film is a biographical sto-
ry, ebbing and flowing with plot
twists and moments of both calm
and action intercut with photos,
video and animation.

Beyond telling the story of
a single man, the film features
themes of passion and legacy.

Spinney is Big Bird in ev-
ery sense. He lives Big Bird,
breathes Big Bird and embod-
ies everything that Big Bird is
supposed to be. Spinney is still
alive, but the film acknowledges
what the world will lose when
he’s gone. He will be missed,
but at the same time he leaves
behind multiple generations of
lives changed by his presence.
If there is anything to be taken
away from Spinney’s story, it’s
this core message of timeless-
ness.

For now, we can all tune in
daily to Sesame Street for a little
nostalgia as we watch Big Bird
thrill us with the same passion
hes had for the last 50 years.
And he likely won't be stopping
any time soon.

I Am Big Bird: The Carroll
Spinney Story plays Saturday
Sept. 27 at the Globc Cinema.

Tc-<els.a eaeallable att hn dJO
online at calgaryfilm.ca
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Dinos stomp pesky Huskies 2-1

Annie Randhawa
Gauntlet Sports

he Dinos women's soc-

cer team remains un-

defeated after a 2-1
victory over the University of
Saskatchewan Huskies on Sun-
day, Sept. 21.

The victory puts the Dinos in
first place in the Canada West
Prairie division. The Dinos
are now 4-0-2 for the season,
while the Huskies record fell to
3-1-2.

After scoring three-straight
goals in Saturday’s competi-
tion against the Huskies, Sun-
day’s game kicked off to a great
start. The Dinos scored their
first goal in the ninth minute.
Second-year forward Maddie
Lee picked up her first goal of
the day by beating the Hus-
kies” Cara Santaga on the right
side after receiving a pass from
Dominica Wronski.

“It’s pretty exciting. Saskatch-
ewan is a good-quality team. As
a side result we were on home
turf, but I am so happy for the
girls)” said Dinos head coach
Troye Flannery.

The Dinos defence showed
great chemistry and commu-
nication in the first half, which
made it difficult for the Huskies
to break through. The Dinos

held a 1-0 lead at the end of the
first half.

The Huskies came out in the
second half with new momen-
tum. Midfielder Erica Hind-
marsh put one high in the net,
tying the game in the 58th min-
ute. The Dinos held their com-
posure and continued to play
strong defence as the Huskies
went on the attack.

Dinos forward Jordan Smith
put the heat on Huskies keeper
Santaga, and it looked like the

URTESY DAVID MOLL

Dinos Forward Jordan Smith was feromous

Dinos would once again pull
ahead with a series of shots
fired on net.

Flannery put Lee back into
the game with just over 10 min-
utes to play, shifting momen-
tum back to the Dinos.

The second half was full of
chances for both teams. In the
78th minute Lee scored her
second goal, shooting it high
from outside the box.

The Huskies continued to
push their offence to break the

COURTESY DAVID MOLL

Daniella Guidi played solid defence for the Dinos.

Dinos’ lead. In the last 15 min-
utes of the game, Hindmarsh
tried her luck to get past Dinos
keeper Samathan Chang-Foidl,
but failed.

Even though the Huskies
didn’t score in the second half,
there was plenty of worry
and anticipation by the fans.
After Lee’s second goal, the
Huskies came out with fire in
their hearts as they tried to
smash through the Dinos im-
peccable defence.

By the final whistle, the Di-
nos had outshot the Huskies
16-7. Huskies goalkeeper San-
taga made nine saves during
the afternoon.

“Every week we like to start
new,” Flannery said. “It’s a fresh
start to the week, and we keep
going and strive to be bet-
ter with each day that comes
along”

The Dinos will continue their
season Sept. 27-28 against the
University of Regina Cougars.

Ashton Chugh
Sports Editor

he Football team Dinos

continued their road trip
with a 38-24 win over the Uni-
versity of Saskatchewan Hus-
kies on Sept. 19,

In what was the Dinos’
toughest test of the season,
Mercer Timmis — the reign-
ing Canada West mve — picked
up 208 rushing yards on 22
carries, scoring three rushing
touchdowns for his best per-
formance this year. This made
third-year tailback Timmis the

University of Calgary’s all-time
leader in rushing touchdowns.
“It's just an honour to be
up there with guys like Matt
Walter,” Timmis said. “A lot
of credit goes to my offensive
line and my teammates. 1 just
couldn’t be happier where 1
am with this program.”
Timmis’ 30th rushing touch-
down of his career puts him
one above the previous record
holder, Matt Walter, whose ca-
reer total is 29. Timmis record-
ed the feat in only 17 confer-
ence games. And he did it on
a night where each score was

valuable to his team as the Di-
nos came back from a 10-point
deficit in the second quarter.

The Dinos struggled out of
the gate. Saskatchewan scored
three touchdowns in the first
half, which were the first ma-
jors allowed by Calgary's de-
fence this season. The Hus-
kies put up 323 vards of total
offence and held a three-point
lead at halftime. However,
they sputtered out in the sec-
ond half, failing to score a sin-
gle point.

A Johnny Mark field goal for
the Dinos accounted for the

only points of the third quar-
ter to tie the game 24-24. This
set the stage for the Dinos to
prove why they're the second-
ranked team in the nation.

With less than four minutes
to play, quarterback Andrew
Buckley found Brett Blaszko
over the middle for an 18-yard
major, which turned out to be
the game-winning play. After
Calgary’s defence held and
forced a turnover ondowns two
drives later, Timmis cruised in
from 35 yards to score a final
touchdown, putting salt in the
Huskies’ wounds.

Historic night for Timmis as Dinos beat Huskies

The Dinos have won 12 con-
secutive conference games
and six in a row against the
Huskies.

The win came 50 years to
the day from the program’s
first-ever game, a 16-7 win
over the Royal Military Col-
lege on Sept. 19, 1964,

The Dinos will return to
McMahon Stadium to take on
the Manitoba Bisons on Sept.
27 at 6 pm. They'll celebrate
Student Appreciation Night
which includes a pre-game
party at 3:30 p.m. at the Den
the same day.
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Dinos fall to Flames, but stand their ground

COURTESY DAVID MOLL

(Left) The Dinos played strong defence against the skillful Flames prospects. Foward Cain Franson (right) skated hard for the Dinos

Sonny Sachdeva
Sports Assistant

espite a strong defensive
Dcffort. the University of
Calgary Dinos came up
short against the Calgary Flames
rookies on Wednesday, Sept. 17 —
losing 3-1 in front of the 1768 fans
who filled Father David Bauer
arena.
It was a close game from start to
finish with each team taking turns
carrying the momentum. Despite

the final score, the Dinos proved
that they can hang with the big
boys by controlling much of the
game.

The opening period went score-
less, vet saw the Dinos put their
defensive skill on display in their
own end. Their strong defense
aided in goaltender Kris Lazaruk’s
fantastic play, for which he was
named first star of the game.

Flames prospect Austin Carroll
broke the deadlock near the start
of the second period, tucking one

past Dinos goaltender Jacob De-
Serres — last season’s Canadian
Interuniversity Sport goaltender
of the year — after he replaced
Lazaruk.

One of the game’s bright spots
was the excellent play of new Di-
nos forward Cain Franson, who
seemed to be all over the ice. In
addition to showing off his defen-
sive skill by picking off Flames
passes and blocking shots from
the point, it was Franson’s offense
that drove the Dinos forward.
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Afteraseries of excellent chane-
es in the first period. Franson’s
moment came in the second as
he cut down the wing with speed
before faking a shot and whipping
a pass through the slot to Colton
Grant. who finished beautifully
on the one-timer to tie the game
at 1. Chris Collins, who was the
2013-2014 Canada West rookie of
the year, added the other helper
on the play.

The Dinos offense looked
strong against the speedy Flames.
Returning forward Elgin Pearce
had one of the games prettier
plays as he nastily toe dragged
around a diving Flames defender,
driving towards the net and even-
tually knocking it off its moorings
after being tripped up, giving his
team the man-advantage.

Though they weren't able to
capitalize on the powerplay. the
Dinos put together a thrilling ef-
fort, hemming the Flames in their
own end with a crisp cycle for
much of it, and showcasing their
great chemistry by landing some
dangerous shots on Flames goal-
tender Doug Carr.

However, the Dinos didn't fare
so well in the third period. Hulk-
ing German forward, David Wolf,
slipped a lucky one through De-
Serres’ pads to give the Flames
the lead early on. Later, defense-
man Curtis Gedig put the nail in
the Dinos coffin with a nice move
around DeSerres near the end of
the third, bringing the score to 3-1
for the Flames.

31 would remain the score at
the final buzzer.

Though they didn' leave with
the win, the Dinos got much out
of the exhibition tilt.

“We demonstrated we can play
with big, strong, skilled, play-
ers”, said Dinos head coach Mark
Howell. “We just made some mis-
takes that cost us that went in the
back of the net”

The Dinos sent a message to the
rest of the cis with their unending
tenacity.

“We knew coming in tonight
that they would have a pretty
good squad over there and we
were going need our best effort
to give ourselves a chance” said
Dinos forward Cain Franson, who
was named the second star of the
game. “And I thought for the most
part we gave ourselves a good
chance”

As for the benefits of playing
the talented Flames rookies, Fran-
son described the game as a mea-
suring stick.

“1 see it as a huge opportu-
nity” Franson said. “You get to
see where you stand and where
you match up against other guys
in your age group that are in the
NHL

Veteran Colton Grant, who
scored the Dinos only goal of the
game, added that the experience
will go a long way during their
Season.

“Just getting ourselves into that
pace so we can bring that into
our regular season will be huge,”
Grant said. “If we can play with
this pace throughout our regu-
lar season, I think we're going to
jump on teams early and hope-
fully get some wins off of that”

The Dinos regular season be-
gins Friday, Sept. 26th when they
face the University of Manitoba
Bisons at Father David Bauer
arena.
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Dinos Athletic

Excellence
Award
program
announces
$500,000 in
scholarships

Ashton Chugh
Sports Editor

he University of Calgary

Dinos announced that
$500,000 from the Dinos Ath-
letic Excellence Award pro-
gram will be available to stu-
dent-athletes in the 2014-15
academic year.

The increase from $250,000
doubles the Dinos’ scholarship
offering from 2013-14. Com-
bined with the Jimmie Condon
athletic scholarships funded
by the Government of Alberta,
this brings the total financial
aid available to student athletes
at the University of Calgary to
$1.5 million.

The Dinos Athletic Excel-
lence Awards leverage commu-
nity donations with $250,000
in base funding from the Uni-
versity of Calgary. Dru Mar-
shall, provost and vice presi-
dent academic of the University
of Calgary, announced funding
for the program in early April.

In the months that followed,
Dinos coaches and fundrais-
ing staff worked to raise the
$250,000 from the community
to match the university’s con-
tribution.

Student-athletes can receive
athletic-related financial aid to
cover their tuition and manda-
tory fees under Canadian In-
teruniversity Sport regulations.

The University of Calgary
has teams in 19 varsity sports
and nine competitive club
sports, with more than 600 stu-
dent-athletes representing the
Dinos each vear.

Cassie Campbell’s success pivotal to
rise of women'’s hockey

Taylor McKee
Gauntlet Sports

omen’s hockey in

Canada has grown

exponentially over
the past 20 years thanks in
large part to the performance
of the Canadian National
Women's Team. During this
period, Cassiec Campbell
played a pivotal role on three
Canadian Olympic and six
World Championship gold-
medal teams. But, Campbells
impact has reached far be-
yond her on-ice accolades.
She has also become one of
hockey's greatest ambassa-
dors.

Campbell was born in Rich-
mond Hill, Ontario, and grew
up in Brampton, Ontario. Af-
ter playing for the University
of Guelph in the mid-1990s,
Campbell began her profes-
sional career playing for the
Oval X-Treme — who made
their home at the University
of Calgary’s Olympic Oval
— in the Women's Western
Hockey League in 2001.

The X-Treme was essen-
tially an all-star team during
the early 2000s with players
like Hayley Wickenheiser,
Daniel Goyette and Camp-
bell. During X-Treme’s last
season in the Western Wom-
en's Hockey League, they
compiled an astounding 95-3
record.

Campbell, who was one of
the sports elite talents and
most trusted leaders, served
as team captain of the X-
Treme from 2002 - 2005.

Internationally, Campbell
won silver in 1998, and gold
in 2002, 2006 and 2010 at the
Winter Olympic Games. She
holds the distinction of be-
ing the only captain in both
mens and women's hockey
to captain a team to three
Olympic Gold Medals.

One of Campbell's most
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(Below) Campbell on the exit of CSHOF and her legendary equipment (above).

marked characteristics as
a player was her ability to
clevate the game of those
around her. As such, when
Campbell was in the lineup
for Team Canada, their re-
cord was an astounding 129-
26-2.

Campbell’s on-ice resume
was impressive enough to
merit inclusion into Canada’s
Sports Hall of Fame. But it's
her off-ice presence that tru-
ly elevates her into the high-
est echelon of Canadian ath-
letes. With her annual street
hockey festival, Campbell
has raised hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars for the Ron-
ald McDonald House charity
of Southern Alberta. Among
innumerable other charities,
Campbell also supports care,
an organization that focuses
on improving the lives of
women and girls in impover-
ished communities.

Campbell currently works
as a broadeaster for the crc

FREE SEASONS PASS INCLUDED!

and holds the honour of be-
ing the first woman to do co-
lour commentary for Hockey
Night in Canada. Campbell
was inducted into Canada’s

Sports Hall of Fame in 2007,
the first female hockey play-
er to be inducted into csnor
Simply one more first in a
truly special career.
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Don't let the gym bros weigh you down

David Song

Gauntlet Sports

work out.
Am [ physically robust?
Not really. Do 1 lift? Well,
right now I'm working on be-
ing able to lift my body weight
on the assisted pull-up ma-
chine, but I need the assistance
for a reason.

At 53" and 135 pounds, I'm
what you would call a little guy.
So its definitely intimidating
for me to see all the big, mus-
cular men and the tall, athletic
women when 1 step into a gym.

And yet, that hasn't stopped
me from taking advantage of
the University of Calgary Fit-
ness Centre. I've been hit-
ting the gym on a regular ba-
sis since last year, and while 1
still don't have a six-pack, I've
learned to embrace exercise as
a part of my routine through-
out each semester.

Some of you reading this are
where I was last year — new to
university and considering the

gym as a new habit. Any num-
ber of things could be holding
you back. Laziness, too much
homework or maybe embar-
rassment. But exercise is a
valuable part of any lifestyle,
and in some ways, it’s more im-
portant during university than
any other time.

At university there will al-
ways be an emphasis on the

classroom. Its too easy to let
yourself get swept up in aca-
demic work, sacrificing sleep
in the name of handing assign-
ments in on time. Exercising
is a great way to shift gears
during the week to work your
body and give your mind a
break. Afterwards. no matter
how sweaty and sore you are,
you'll feel physically refreshed.
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Even just a few hours of exer-
cise during the weck can make
a difference in maintaining
your health, ensuring that your
body doesn't wear down while
your mind is trying to operate
at maximum power.

Of course, the gym isn't for
everyone. Playing sports and
running are excellent ways to
exercise.

And if youre interested in
exploring what the Fitness
Centre has to offer, don't let a
lack of expertise or confidence
stand in your way. There are
gym orientations held on a
regular basis that teach new-
comers the basics of working
out.

Hitting the gym with a friend
is also a great way to make ex-
ercise more fun and approach-
able, especially if your friend
knows his or her way around.

Even if you go alone, there’s
no reason to be hamstrung by
a lack of confidence. The statf
at the Fitness Centre are ready,
willing and able to help you
out. If anyone makes fun of
how little you can lift, remind
yourselves — and them — that
you're only there to train your-
self.

You don't have to be natu-
rally athletic to benefit from
regular exercise and you don't
need to compare yourself to
anyone else. What are you
waiting for?

Looking for work experience?
Consider the DeGroote MBA

The DeGroote Co-op program provides students with the
opportunity to gain 12 months of valuable paid work experience
over the 28 month program. Students in our program earn

an average of $45,000 during the three work terms.

Test Drive
Your Career

This program is for you if you are a recent graduate
with little or no work experience and you are looking
to gain a competitive advantage in the workforce.

We are coming to your University Graduate
Fair on October 7 please come by and see
what the DeGroote MBA has to offer.

degrooteschool.ca/mba

McMaster

Universit

DeGroote
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VERY SERIOUS NEWS

Editor: Melanie Bethune
humour@thegauntlet.ca
@GauntletUofC

Squirrel with pizza makes dean's list

Sean Willett
Fond of both squirrels and pizza

local squirrel who found
an entire slice of pizza
made it onto the 2013-14
faculty of science deanss list, an
honour meant to recognize stu-
dents with exceptional academ-
ic standing. The squirrel was
spotted a few months ago on
the University of Calgary cam-
pus, holding a completely un-
eaten slice of Hawaiian pizza.
Faculty of science dean Gord
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.. I can’t believe Gina
didn’t invite me to her

Chumplers chose the squirrel
to receive the award for its dis-
play of hard work and persis-
tence.

“The pizza slice, it was so
big! And the squirrel, the squir-
rel was very small” Chumplers
said. “The squirrel was pulling
the pizza around and it looked
so scared. It was scared of some
enemy stealing its pizza.”

Despite the dean’s enthusi-
asm, not everyone in the fac-
ulty of science agrees with the
squirrel holding a piece of pizza
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making the prestigious list.

“I hate the squirrel” said
Bruce Dackler, an applied math
student who also made the
deans list. “I could hold many
more pizza slices than this id-
iot beast. If the squirrel comes
near me 1 will kill it with my
wakizashi.”

However, the dean remains
undeterred.

“You see, it was just so much
pizza for such a small squirrel.
Usually squirrels never get that
much pizza” Chumplers said.

“The squirrel loved the pizza
slice so much. It would marry
the pizza if it could”

The squirrel in question has
not been sighted since the piz-
za slice incident. It’s believed to
be a black squirrel, a melanis-
tic variety of the eastern grey
squirrel. Eastern grey squirrels
are common across much of
North America.

“Eastern grey squirrels usual-
ly don't eat pizza, even Hawai-
ian pizza” said U of C zoology
professor Susan Nurdles. “They

usually eat nuts or whatever.
Pizza is sweet though, even ani-
mals know that. If I was a squir-
rel T would have totally eaten
that pizza. You would have too”
Eyewitnesses who saw the
squirrel holding the pizza slice
claim that the slice was quickly
stolen by two large crows be-
fore the squirrel had a chance
to take a bite. These reports are
still under investigation. Cam-
pus security is requesting that
the community contact them
with any further information.
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party.

didn’t even want

I thought you
Buys weren't

Now you don’t have to make up an
excuse for not going!

I thought you

counts, Penny.

Sometimes it’s the need
for a fake excuse that

Uh...somesne drew on your 4ace...

I

| OH, REALLY!I?
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