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Calgary Outlink faces dissolution
after accusations of racism

Melanie Woods

Gauntlet Mews

he Calgary Outlink Centre
for Gender and Sexual Di-
versity pulled out of Cal-
mary Pride, suspended all services
until further notice and is facing
dissolution following accusations of
structural racism and mismanage-
ment within the organization.
Outlink has operated in Calgary
for over 25 years. It provided work-
shops, an LGETQ-specific crisis line,
community events and peer sup-
port to the LGETQ community. The
organization's current board of di-
rectors said that if a new board of

directors of at least five members is
not found, the organization will be
dissolved.

The five remaining members of
the Calgary Outlink board of di-
rectors issued a statement to the
Gauntet on Sept. 3 announcing the
likely dissolution of the organiza-
tion. As of Sept. 5,
five remaining board members have
resigned.

Rebecea Sullivan is a women's
studies professor at the University
of Calgary. She is worried about
what impact the potential disap-
pearance of Outlink will have.

“The University of Calgary's gen-
der and sexuality support network
works very closely with community
support systems and has relied on
the services of Outlink” Sullivan
said. “With Outlink suspended, we
need to do all we can to help not

four out of the

(2 centre coordinators Katie O'Brien and Leah Schridt are concerned that Outlink may shut down.

21 that requested the firing of exec-
utive director Brerr Mason and ac-
cused the organization of structural
racism.

Both Mason and a member of
Beyond Borders that filed the inci-
dent report declined to comment.
The report outlined several specific
events, including a lack of resources

A4 With Outlink suspended, we
need to do all we can to help not

just our students, but everyone in
the [LGBTQ] community.

— U of Cwomen's studies professor Rebecca Sullivan

just our students, but everyone in
the [LGETQ] community”

The initial suspension of pro-
gramming occurred after an inci-
dent report filed by one of the orga-
nization's programs in July revealed
larger management issues.

Beyond Borders was a volunteer-
run program within Outlink de-
signed to provide support for peo-
ple of colour and recent immigrants
in the LGRTQ community. Volun-
teers involved with Beyond Borders
filed a formal incident report to the
Outlink board of directors on July

despite available funds and the use
of "disrespectful. racist” questioning
by Mason in an interview setting,

“We want Outlink to publicly ac-
knowledge that due to the lack of
their intention and proper policies,
Beyond Borders needs to be closed”
the report said. “This is not due to
lack of the need of the group. but
due to lack of organizational com-
petence”

Seven of the 12 members of the
Outlink board of directors resigned
immediately after the report was
filed. They have not been replaced.

Calgary Outlink announced on
August 26 that they had laid off all
paid staff, suspended all services and
were seeking new board members.

A town hall meeting was held on
August 28 to discuss the incident re-
port and the future of Calgary Out-
link. Three of the five remaining
board members at that time were in
attendance,

LGETQ-community member Sta-
sha Huntingford was brought in as
one of the facilitators for the meeting.

“[outlink] is a wvital service in
this community and for it to van-
ish without trace is a horrible loss”
Huntingford said. "But if services
are being provided in a racist way,
if people are fighting racism to ac-
cess services. then it is unethical to
continue.”

The
two ways of moving
solving the organization completely
or finding five new board members
to run the centre.

Huntingford believes Outlink's
initial suspension of programming

board’s statement offered
forward: dis-

was irresponsible.
“|outlink’s  actions]
knowledge that the population
accessing services is really vulner-
able, has an incredibly high rate of
suicide, and so a lot of the services

don't  ac-

Lowie ViLLanuEwa
are designed to intervene with that,”
Huntingford said.

U of C ¢ Centre Coordinators
Leah Schmide and Katie O'Brien
are also concerned about the gap in
services for the LGRTQ community.
The ) Centre has been involved
with Calgary Outlink since its in-
ception.

“We hope that the resource gap
that has been left by [Outlink's|
stalled front-line services will be
able to be negotiated through com-
munity effort” the  Centre said
in a statement. “We want to ensure
that marginalized populations in
Calgary, specifically young queer
people in need of support, will still
be able to find adequate resources
at this time."

The Alex Centre, HIV Community
Link. the Calgary Centre for Sexual

Health and various other organiza-
tions have reached out to the LGETQ
community to offer various services
in place of Outlink.

I am confident that the commu-
nity will hand together and we will
LGETO)
v Sullivan said. “Calgary
is a good city and we care. And the
LGBTO community in Calgary is
filled with good people who care, We
just need to work together”

find new ways to serve our
communi
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Class explores magic,
witchcraft and religion

Fabian Mayer
Mews Editor

agic, Witcheraft and Gods

— while it sounds like a
topic that might be studied at Hog-
warts, it’s actually an anthropology
(ANTH) course offered at the Uni-
versity of Calgary.

ANTH 363 — Magic, Witchcraft
and Gods: Anthropology of Reli-
gion — starts by asking what reli-
gion is. The course then goes on
to look at myth, magic. cults and
witcheraft concluding by examin-
ing the relationship between reli-
mon and terrorism.

Professor Chris Holdsworth teach-
es the course. He cited illness as an
example of how societies deal differ-
ently with certain issues.

“Most people in Canadian soci-
ety think of diseases as being due
to germs and genetics. But in other
societies it might be due to witch-
eraft.” Holdsworth said.

While students often find this
strange, Holdsworth believes the
value of anthropology is gaining an
appreciation of differing perspec-
tives,

“It's only bizarre because we're so
used to our own way of thinking
Holdsworth said.
that it fits, it makes sense from their
perspective given their understand-
ing of how the world works”

The name of the course used to

“Onee you realize

be “Anthropological Perspectives
on Religion” According to Hold-
sworth, it was changed to "Magic,
Witcheraft and Gods” to make it
more appealing,

He thinks students who take the
class because of the interesting
name often end up getting a lot out
of it

“People are kind of surprised
when they do take it. It's not what
they expected in the sense that
it's not to make fun of these reli-
gions and beliefs, it's to understand
Holdsworth said.
Holdsworth includes discussion

them.”

time as part of the class. so he can
hear students' views on the topics
covered.

“There's a great deal of ethnic
diversity within the class and 1
think that's great because people
have a lot more perspectives on
things and so they can contribute
more to it"

Holdsworth said he
dents start thinking differently by
the end of the course.

“What I like to see the students
get out of it is where they ques-
tion their own beliefs and they see

sees stu-

that there are other ways of think-
ing and doing things,"
said.

The only prerequisite for the
course is ANTH 203, As of Sept. 8,
the class has space for 46 more
students.

Holdsworth

BRIEFS

Conservatives turf
candidate who peed in
client's coffee mug

Jerry Bance, the Conservative can-
didate for a Toronto riding was relieved
of his duties afrer the cac
thry

released a
ear old video of him peeingin a
client’s coffee mug while in their home.

Banee, who owns an appliance re-
pair company, was called to the home
to fix a leaky sink. He has since apola-
gized, saying 1 deeply regret my ac-
tions on that day”

A second Toronto-area candidate,
Tim Dutaud, was let go by the Con-
servatives just hours later YouTube
videos surfaced Dutaud making prank
calls that included comments mocking
people with disabilities.

Race remains close
as election campaign
enters second phase

Its been five weeks since Canada's
42nd election was called and the main
parties continue to be locked in a tight
three-way race. The NDP tops the polls
while the Liberals and Conservatives
are within a few percentage points.

Pundits believe Canada is now en-
tering a crucial election phase. Parties
are expected to spend more on adver-
tising and make more frequent policy
Additional leaders
debates are also scheduled, with the
next one taking place on Sept. 17 in
Calgary.

Sept. 10 marks the halfway point in
the unusually long 78-day campaign.

announcements,
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Campus joins provincial
#|BelieveYou campaign

"¢ PAEAEFOR
o ORE YOU

The Consent Awareness and Sexual Education club will bring the #IBelieveYou campaign to the U of C.

Fabian Mayer
Mews Editor

he University of Calgary

will be a part of the prov-

inces newly launched *1
Believe You” campaign. which aims
to educate the public on how to
appropriately respond when sur-
vivors of sexual assault come for-
ward,

The Association of Alberta Sexual
Assault Services (AAsAS) is running
the provincially funded campaign.
Vice-provost student experience
Susan Barker said all of Alberta's
post-secondary  institutions  have
committed to being involved in the
effort by spreading the campaign’s
message on their campuses.

“Any campaign that gets people
talking about these issues has got
to be a good thing” Barker said.

According to the Asasas website,
up to 97 per cent of sexual assaults
are never reported to police. Barker
hopes the *I Believe You" campaign
will lead to more victims reporting

PHIL
SEBASTIAN
COFFEE
ROASTERS

incidents of sexual violence.

“If somebody has suffered from
sexual violence, they need to tell us
and share that with us” Barker said.
“There are the supports here to
help them work through that and
for us to ensure that any perpetra-
tors are dealt with through the legal
process”

Consent Awareness and Sexual
Education (case) club president Hil-
ary Jahelka welcomes the provinces
attention to the issue.

“It shows that we support survi-
vors. That's a very important thing,
especially today because theres a
lot of victim blaming.”
“Those three words °T believe you'

Jahelka said.

are so powerful when someone does
disclose to you about sexual assault.”

cask will be the campaign’s stu-
dent representative on
and will work with the Women's
Resource Centre to bring the °I
Believe You" message to campus
with informational booths and ma-
terials.

campus,

Jahelka declined to comment

Fapran Maver

when asked if she thought the uni-
versity was doing enough on the
issue of sexual violence, although
she did say there were improve-
ments.

“Theres definitely progress” Ja-
helka said. “The university is taking
a step in addressing the issues of as-
sault on campus.”

Barker
focusing its efforts on 16 days of
action leading up to the National
Day of Remembrance and Action
on Violence Against Women on
Dec. &

“It’s going to be a little later in
the term than some of the other in-

said the university is

stitutions,” Barker said.

According to Barker, the issue
of sexual violence has become es-
pecially prominent on campuses
across Canada.

“The last year and a half theres
been national attention on univer-
sities’ role in having the conversa-
tion, having policies and having
this as an issue that we need to be

involved with,” Barker said.

fuel for gold

With the pure
Phil &sebasnan 4
ires September

y muffin, recieve a free small
e at Fuel for Gold
ted in MacEwan Hall



Calgary's 25th annual Pride Parade was the biggest yet. It also featured more invalvernent from student groups than ever before.

Fapian Maver

Student groups officially march in
Pride Parade for the first time

Fabian Mayer

Mews Editor

his years Calgary Pride

Parade featured more in-

volvement from Universi-
ty of Calgary student groups than
years prior

The Students’ Union marched
in the parade as an official orga-
nization for the first time. Vice-
president student life Kirsty Me-
Gowan is excited about the su's
participation.

“We obviously do a lot to sup-
port those students on campus
through the ) Centre” McGowan
said. “Its just taking that step
further into the community and
showing that pride at the parade.”

Atcnrding to McGowan, SU ex-
ecutives and other members of
Students' Legislative Council have
marched in the past. but never in

an official capacity. She said the
decision was the result of SU mem-
bers and staff showing interest in
the event.

“We're really excited to have so
many students and staff at the suU
who are really supportive of the
LGRTG  community,”
said.

The Schulich School of Engi-
neering also marched for the first
tme. Engineering students and
staff marched and the faculty also
had an “art car” float entry in the
parade.

Marjan Eggermont is 3 mechan-
ical and manufacturing engineer-
ing professor. She was part of the
decision to become officially in-
volved in the parade.

I think it's overdue in my per-
sonal opinion,” Eggermont said.
“It made sense with the direction
the school is taking”

McGowan

Eggermont believes it is espe-
cially important as more people
become involved in the tradition-
ally male-dominated field of engi-
neering.

“The reputation of engineering
is changing. We need lots of dif-
ferent inputs to get good design
results for the problems that we're
facing and that means including
everybody,” Eggermont said.

U of C @ Centre co-coordinator
Leah Schmidt is pleased to see
more groups on campus partici-
pating.

“Its just representative of the
fact that campus is more okay
with having their name associated
with events that support diver-
sity” Schmidt said.

The () Centre marched as part of
the sU's delegation. They also had
a table at the Calgary Dyke and
Trans March, which took place

the day before Pride. Schmidr be-
lieves the parade is a great way for
people that aren’t part of the LG-
BTQ community to get involved.
“The queer community is often
associated with a lot of bad things
like oppression and people being
discriminated against. | think Pride
is great because it's actually a really
positive way for everyone to get to-
gether and celebrate ourselves ex-
isting openly,” Schmidr said.
Despite  chilly
overcast skies, tens of thousands
attended the city's 25¢th Pride Pa-
rade. which took place on Sept. 6
along 9th avenue downtown.
University administrators head-
ed a U of C delegation that includ-
ed president Elizabeth Cannon.
Other notable attendees includ-
ed Mayor Nenshi and the parade's
grand marshal Flames president
of hockey operations Brian Burke.

weather and
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Students
react to

$480,000
Den renos

Fabian Mayer

News Editor

p eer is once again flowing at

| ¥ the Den. The campus bar was

closed over the summer for

vations, but reopened on Sept. 3

with new flooring, furniture and
lighting.

Third-year kinesiology student
Shannon Girogini was impressed
by what she said felt like a classier
atmosphere after checking out the
bar's new look with a friend.

“We were saying we like that it's
lighter, it seems like you can actu-
ally see what's going on." Giorgini
said. "Last summer when we came
it was very dark. It's hard to see
— especially if you've had a few
drinks.”

The renovations cost the Stu-
around  $480.000,
Giorgini isn't sure whether the
renovations are worth it.

“I liked the Den before, 1 like
the Den now. It doesn't really de-

rena-

dents’ Union

termine whether 1 go or not and
I think that's the same for a lot of
students,” Giorgini said.

Giorgini and her friend were
surprised to find the bathrooms
hadn't been renovated. Overall,
though. she believes the new Den
reflects positively on the su.

“It shows that [the su| cares
about our experience here and
where we have fun” Giorgini said.

sU vice-president  operations
and finance Sarah Pousette said
the response from students has
generally been good so far.

“I've heard some amazingly
positive things, students really feel
that it looks great, but they also
feel that it still is the Den to them.”
Pousette said.

Around 1,300 students attended
the first “Thursden” of the vear on
Sept. 3 According to Pousette, this
was about the same number as last
year and roughly represents the
Den's maximum capacity over one
night.

Pousette added that these were
mainly first year students who
hadn't seen the Den previously,
making it difficult to get reactions
regarding the renovations.

“I'm really excited over the next
two weeks or so to see what re-
turning students think,” Pousette
said.

According to Pousette, the Den
is busiest in the first couple weeks
of the school vear. She hopes the
renovations will result in increased
business throughout the year
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New prayer space de

Scott Strasser
Gauntlet Mews

dditional multi-purpose

prayer space originally

slated to open in Sep-
tember is facing construction
delays and won't be ready until
the end of November.

The new room will be called
the Vitruvian Space and will be
housed in the Dining Centre.
The space will complement the
current multi-faith prayer rooms
the third floor of

located on
MacHall.
The additional praver space is
being installed after complaints
that  the multi-faith
praver rooms were too small
Overbookings meant Muslim stu-
dents frequently prayed in the
hallway beside the bathrooms.

current

Muslim Students’ Association
(MsA} vice-president communica-
tions Kamran Dadi said the added
space will make it easier for Mus-
lims on campus to observe their
faith.

“If there was another group
booking the room, we'd have to
pray outside” Dadi said. “For
students across campus, theyll
pray where its convenient. But
if there’s a big designated space,
then that makes life a lot easier”

The multi-faith prayer rooms
in MacHall can accommuodate up

The prayer rooms on the third floor of MacHall can only accommoedate about 60 people at once.

to 80 people at once. Students’
Union Wellness Centre commu-
nity engagement manager Adri-
ana Tulissi said the V
Space will be made up of four
multi-purpose spaces — the larg-
est of which will accommodate
up to 170 people. The other areas
can accommodate 30-50 people
at once.

itruvian

According to their most re-
report, the Faith
and Spirituality Centre serviced
more than 1800 students per

cent annual

week in 2014-15.

“We just have so many stu-
dents using the current spaces
at the same time. We didn't have

a location for people to go when

our current spaces were in use.”
Tulissi said.

The Vitruvian Space
posed to be ready by the start of
September. but has faced con-
struction delays.

“We had to demolish more of
the flooring than we originally
intended,” Tulissi said. “We're

was sup-

ScoTT STRASSER

putting up ablution stations
in the space too, so we needed
to make sure things were safe
and up to code by ensuring the
plumbing in there is what we
need.”

The University of Calgary is
funding the construction proj-
ect.

“The U of C's perspective is
to support student wellness and
well-being and allowing students
to observe their religious tradi-
tions,” Tulissi said. “We need to

layed until November

provide space to support that
and thats why they want to in-
vest in it."

The multi-faith prayer rooms
in MacHall, which have been
used since 2006, also recently
received some minor renova-
tions.

Due to the delay, temporary
prayer space has been set aside
in the Loft on the fourth floor of
the MacEwan Student Centre un-
til the Vitruvian Space is finished.
The Loft is currently used by
Student and Enrolment Services,
who will share the space with
prayer groups until November.

The Loft acted as a temporary
overflow prayer space in 2014
during construction of the new
Conference and Events centre,
which is adjacent to the hallway
where students prayed during
overbookings. Praying in the
hallway was banned after it was
deemed a safety hazard, and the
su had to find another overflow
prayer space as a result.

The msa already uses the Loft
for Jumuah prayers every Friday.
Dadi said its centrality makes ita
good temporary solution.

“The Loft is in an ideal loca-
tion, but obviously we can't have
that forever” Dadi said. “[The new
space] is a bit of a walk, because
its not in a central location on
campus, but overall it's still good.”
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mountain by any other name

 he Obama administration

recently ended a decades-

long dispute in  Alaska
by renaming the country’s tallest
mountain.

Denali. formerly called Mount
MeKinley after 25th s, president
Wiliam McKinley, stands as the
tallest peak in North America at
around 5900 metres. Denali is the
anglicized name for the Alaskan
Athabascan word for ‘hig moun-
tain, a fitting title for an imposing
landmark.

Alaskans had been trying to
change the name for vears, but pet-
ty disputes kept the changes from
happening The Alaskan legislature
petitioned the Us. government to
restore the mountain’s indigenous
name in 1975, but political pressure
from an Ohio congressman — who,
represented
town where McKinley was born —
stalled the proposal.

It took another 40 years for an
administration to officially change
the name. Alaska Governor Bill
Walker said, “Place names should
reflect and respect the rich cultural
history of our state, and officially
recognizing the name Denali does
just that”

Geographic formations are often
named after prestigious politicians,
scientists or other people deemed
important enough to justify nam-
ing a geographic formation that
took tens of millions of years to
form after then. It's a strange con-
cept, but that's how humans work.

MNames are important. They as-
cribe meaning to the places we visit
and the geography that defines our

unsurprisingly, the

DENALI

MOUN M@ IILE

nations. They're important enough
to get right.

Take Canadas tallest mountain.
Mount Logan, in the Yukon terri-
tory, is named after Geological Sur-
vey of Canada founder Sir William
Edmund Logan. By all accounts, he
deserves to have a mountain named
after him.

But there's also a colonial aspect
to why things are named as they
are. Fraser River, the Saint Law-
rence River, Mount Robson — all
are relies of a colonial era where
declarations of conquest were made
by rewriting the map.

And make no mistake — our
governments
ernments enacting and enforcing
policy on unjustly-claimed land.
Canada is entering an era of truth

are colonial  gov-

SamanTHa Lucy
and reconciliation, and using co-
lonial terminology gives power to
a history of violence and cultural
genocide,

Restoring aboriginal names isn't
about conceding power — it's a
gesture that lets aboriginal people
know that our governments are
ready to honour their heritage. It's
about how we remember our his-
tory, and what we remember when
we look at Canada’s wilderness.

We already have a pretty good

track record at ut
First Nations origins.

The name of our country means
“village' in an Iroquois dialect spo-
ken in the Saint-Lawrence region.

ing names with

MNames of Albertan cities and towns
like Okotoks, Ponoka and Medicine
Hat — a translation of the Blackfoot

word for ‘headdress of a medicine
man’ — all have their roots in First
Nations languages.

There are plenty more examples
of places we know and love with
aboriginal — albeit anglicized —
names. But we can always do more,
and we don't always get it right the
first time.

The location of Nunavut's capital,
Iqaluit, was used by Inuit fishermen
for thousands of years because the
catch there was so abundant. Iga-
luit directly translates to “place of
many fish! But the city shared the
name of the bay it was founded on
— Frobisher Bay — until 1987, Over
50 per cent of Igalummiut are Inuit,
so naming their city after an Eng-
lish seaman who thought he found
a passage to China nestled in a near-
Arctic bay is completely senseless.

The Fraser River has multiple
names in multiple native dialects.
So does the St. Lawrence River. As
does every other major river, lake
or mountain with a non-indigenous
name, We'll find out in time which

colonial names we choose to retain
and which we choose to change.

Simply slapping an indigenous
name on official documents refer-
ring to Canadas geography won't
make everyone happy. Nor will
it change our country's past. But
it's still a discussion worth having.
Acknowledging our shared history
needs to happen in the courtroom,
the classroom and — not least of
all — in how we officially recognize
our country’s geography.

Chris Adams
Gauntlet Editorial Board

Twitchis a

Anthony Bianco
The Peak

witch is a video platform similar
Tt[] YouTube. Launched in June
2011 and recently acquired by Ama-
zon, it broadeasts users playing video
games of all kinds. As of last Decem-
ber. Twitch had averaged more than
a whopping 100 million viewers per
maonth. This July, it was reported that
at any given time there are 50,000 to
100,000 users watching the profes-
sionals play.
This gaming website just might be
a revolution in competitive gaming.
Twitch
stream the games they play and pro-
vide commentary via voice or video
recording. Like YouTube, Twitch has
channels and subseribers who devote

allows  individuals to

revolution in competitive gaming

their time to watching the most pop-
ular videos and channels. Twitch also
lists the amount of views each video
has and the amount of subscribers
per channel. But what is most aston-
ishing about Twitch is that. just like
YouTube, you can get paid for mak-
ing videos if you manage to round up
enough viewers.

Video games have generally
been bereft of an easy, widespread
platform for real-time broadcast-
ing. YouTube features millions of
videos of individuals playing ev-
erything from Mario Tennis to
Call of Duty, but these are always
previously recorded. With Twitch,
you ¢an view players interacting in
real-time from basically anywhere
in the world — a true revolution in
how people wateh games,

The site also broadeasts massive
video game tournaments and con-
ventions. And because of its popular-
ity, the site has attracted many busi-
nesses and advertising agencies.

But what is most interesting is
how gaming is being taken to a high-
er level. It won't be long until gaming
truly goes professional, While there
are many famous individuals who
make lots of money being the best
at video games, this phenomenon is
primarily restricted to Asian coun-
tries.

Most of the top StarCraft plavers
are from South Korea, and the top
League of Legends players are al-
maost exclusively from Taiwan, Pro-
fessional gaming appears to be more
accepted in East Asia. While North
America may lag behind right now,

Twitch could be the catalyst thae
puts gaming on par with many major
league sports in Morth America.

1 can envision flipping my TV on
and. just like ESPN running highlights
of major league sports, I'll see the
Major Gaming League broadeasting
highlights from a Super Smash Bros.
competition or a DOTA 2 match.

Unfortunately, there is still a
stigma surrounding those who take
gaming seriously. But it takes a con-
siderable amount of time to develop
the kind of skill needed to excel in
competitive video games.

It takes years of practice to reach
the level that some of these gamers
play. Now that Twitch is publicizing
the talent of these individuals, they
can finally be recognized for their
devotion and skill.

short
form

Would you ever
watch professionals
play video games on

a TV channel?

“Yes_ | think it would be
entertaining.”

- Muhammad Zaidi.
first-year business

“No, I'm not into
video games.”

- Chloe Lee,
second-year biological sciences

"Of course, it's interesting to
watch and learn their skills.”

- Christina Zacharias,
first-vear engineering

“Ma, | think | would
get bored”

- Mariana Valverde,
second-year education

Phates: Babur chi
Interviews: Tanner Yeerman
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Leaders must participate in federal debates
w

Emilie Medland-Marchen
Sports Azsistant

elevised election  debates

haven't received the respect

they deserve this Canadian
federal election campaign. Back in
May, Stephen Harper announced he
would not participate in the tradi-
tional consortium debates that have
historically been a focal point for
Canada's federal elections. Instead,
he agreed to participate in five in-
dependent debates staged by various
organizations.

The announcement was met with
media eriticism. Worryingly, it also
kicked off a string of absences and
apathy from other political parties.
KoP leader Tom Muleair responded
by stating he would only participate
in debates if the Prime Minister was
present. Although  Liberal leader
Justin Trudeau and Green Party
Elizabeth May expressed
their intent to participate, there has
been little push from their parties to

leader

reinstate the consortium debates. No
one is particularly keen to partici-
pate in a debate without the Prime
Minister present.

The decision to opt out of a debate
where Harper isn't present is a smart
maove on behalf of the NDp, who have
a good chance to oust the Conserva-
tives in the upcoming election. But
Harper is still running the show,
picking and choosing which debates
to participate in. As the incumbent,
his decisions have a lot of sway, and
ather parties are following suit.

But these debates have a direct im-
pact on the political engagement of
Canadian citizens. The consortium

Bath Stephen Harper and Tom Mulcair have dropped out of several faderal election debates.

debates are raditional. bur they're
an important moment in the federal
Canadians. With

campaigns for ma
a nationally televised debate, party
leaders are forced to confront each
other over key issues while the nation
watches,

Without the debates, we get a
caleulated, precise and ultimately
false representation of our political
leaders. Canadians must rely on the
appearances of political leaders in
towns and cities across the nation,
which are carefully planned to make
candidates look as goed as possible.
Everything the leaders say is edited

into perfect sound bites and every
moment is set up as the best possible
photo op.

In a debate setting,
the opportunity to be candid and un-
scripted. Its more difficult to manip-
ulate what they say and do, meaning
Canadians get a slightly more genu-
ine look at their political prowess in
action. Adept politicians should be
able to answer tough questions and
handle eriticism from other leaders.

Unfortunately, we won't get to see

leaders have

these candid moments during this
election — a seenario that almost al-
ways benefits the incumbent party.

The calling of the federal campaign
early. the withdrawal from consor-
tium debates, the refusal to publicly
answer tough questions about the
Duffy scandal — this campaign has
heen tailored to suit Harper from
the beginning. We need to imple-
ment some sort of regulation to
prevent our future Prime Ministers
and parties in power from dancing
hetween the lines,

Munk debates organizer Rudyard
Griffiths that
needs a national debates commision.

suggested Canada

This is a good solution to prevent the
same kind of political meandering

&l

couRTESY FRAMK GUNN
in the future. We need an indepen-
that sets the
rules well in advance of the election

dent commissioner

call s0 none of the parties have wig-
gle room to opt out of an important
part of the democratic proce

We need to hold the parties ac-
countable to their promises in a

-

nationally televised event. Our poli-
ticians should be trained to handle
tough questions and face their op-
ponents  head-on.  Without  this
regulation, we end up with a host of
leaders who prefer to skip out on de-
bates whenever they don't feel like
getting their hands dirty.

Green Party’s anti-science stance would hurt the e

Elizabeth May's party has not been science-friendly. counresy IrzaFineDar

BN

Sean Willett
ions Editor

ith a federal election coming

up in October, green-minded
Canadians are looking forward to
a chance to cast their ballot for a
party that will make protecting our
environment a priority. The Green
Party, with their heavy-handed name
and record of speaking out on en-
vironmental issues, seem o be the
obvious choice. But despite their
public image of being eco-friendly,
the Green Party would likely do the
environment more harm than good
if they had their way.

Tom Mulcair may have said it best
during the federal leaders debate in
August, when speaking to the other
parties’ positions on bitumen pipe-
lines in Canada.

“Ms. May takes the position that
you can say no to them. all of them,
in advance” Mulcair stated, when
pressed by Elizabeth May. “Mrn

Harper is taking the position that
yoru can say yes to all of them in ad-
vance.”

While Mulcair correctly criticized
Stephen Harper for his willingness
to approve potentially  dangerous
pipeline projects, he also made a
point to call out the Green Party's
willingness to put gut reactions over
hard evidence.

This tendency for the Green Party
to mistrust scientific research has
been apparent throughout the re-
cent pipeline debates. May has de-
clared that all pipelines are harmful,
without any exceptions, instead of
waiting for research to be conducted
on their potential environmental im-
pact.

Shes right that in many cases
pipelines do have the potential to
be immensely damaging to the land
they are built upon. But her flat-out
refusal is still as wrong-headed as
Harper's tendency to blindly say yes.

The Green Party hasn't stopped at

nvironment

pipelines in their aversion to science.
They claim all genetically modified
foeds are dangerous, support bans
on water fluoridation and have even
made claims about the supposed
danger of wifi signals in the past.
None of these views have any bas
in science, and science is what is
needed to protect our environment,

In real world environmental cri-
ses, we can't just do what feels right.
Situations like the oilsands and drill-
ing in the Arctic are proof of this. Sci-
ence and research need to be relied
upon to provide real evidence, and
we need a party leading our country
that can be trusted to use that evi-
dence to make the right decisions.

Canada is going to need more than
an eco-friendly name and emerald-
coloured branding to fix the dam-
age that has been done to our en-
vironment. And if their position on
pipelines, oyos and fluoride are any
indication, the Green Party just isn't
EOINE O Cut it
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Calgary ready for marijuana to roll into town

Sean Willett

Opinions Editor

algary took its first tentative
steps into the world of medi-
cal marijuana this summer
with the opening of the 420 Clinic in
Inglewood. Fortunately, the city may
have a plan ready before Calgary's
first dispensaries open their doors,
The 420 Clinic, which is the firsc
of its kind in Calgary, aims to make
it easier for patients diagnosed with
conditions that can be treated with
medical marijuana to navigate the
complex federal rules surrounding
the drug. But despite the fact that
no marijuana will be kept on site, its
presence has already caused a small
uproar among less-chill Calgarians.
Some members of the Inglewood
business community have voiced
concernsabouttheir new neighbour,

arguing that it might bring unwant-
ed attention to the area or, perplex-
ingly, that it might cause “picket-
ing

City councillor Diane Colley-
Urquhart has also voiced concerns
about the 420 Clinic. She fears
that its presence may lead to medi-
cal marijuana dispensaries opening
in the city. This has prompred city
council to request an official report
on how to deal with any dispensaries
that may appear in the future.

While the idea of grumpy city
councillors trying to crack down on
medical marijuana might raise some
alarm bells for more pot-friendly
Calgarians, regulation will likely be
good for the future of dispensaries
in the ity

Take Vancouver as a counter-ex-
ample. Despite the fact that marijua-
na dispensaries are technically illegal

Music Celebration Series

in Canada, dozens have opened up in
Vancouver after federal law changes
prohibited medical marijuana users
from growing their own plants. This
means that people with prescrip-
tions for pot need to buy their mari-
juana from a licensed vendor. creat-
ing a new market opportunity for the
notoriously weed-friendly city.

But the city of Vancouver only
made an effort to regulate these
businesses after over 60 of them
had already opened. Unsurprisingly,
this created an adversarial
tionship between the city and both
the owners and customers of these
businesses. In particular. the city's
decision to make dispensaries pay
a new 30,000 business license fee
has resulted in many of these busi-
nesses needing to close. New rules
preventing dispensaries from  be-
ing clustered in neighbourhoods

rela-

VALVES, SLIDES AND KEYS

Performed by

Adam Zinatelll (Frincipal Trumpet of the
Calgary Philharmonic Orchestra),

Julie Jacques (Fianist, UCalgary BMus 77
and MA'83) and

James Scott (Principal Trombone of the
Calgary Philharmonic Orchestra)

Featurin

School of Creative and Performing Arts
September 12, 2015 at 8 p.m.

Eckhardt-Gramatté Hall
Tickets: $25/$18

scpa.ucalgary.ca | 403.210.7576

or from opening near schools have
also ruffled feathers.

Not all of these rules are all that
bad, though. While the $30,000
fee is a bit egregious, the rules re-
garding the location of dispensa-
ries are perfectly reasonable. The
same rules apply to liquor stores,
s0 it makes sense to apply them to
a business selling another kind of
drug.

The big problem with how Van-
couver handled dispensaries wasn't
the rules themselves — it was their
timing. Since these regulations were
introduced after these businesses
already  established,  they
forced many of these dispensaries

were

to close, which is why these regula-
tions had so much pushback in the
Vancouver community.

Calgary. on the other hand, has a
chance to lay down a proper legal

groundwork for dispensaries be-
fore the situation gets out of hand.
With the ever-increasing likelihood
that Canada's federal laws regard-
ing marijuana criminalization may
change after this October's election,
the decision to deal with this issue
sooner than later is an incredibly
prudent one.

This planning and foresight could
ensure that Calgary sees a smooth
transition into the world of medical
marijuana and, in the future, into
the world of fully legalized pot.

Of course, there is always the
chance that city council goes too far,
making it overly difficult for dispen-
saries to establish a firm foothold in
the city. But if done right, dispensa-
ries could open their doors in a city
that is already well equipped to han-
dle their presence — without the
fear of anyone harshing their buzz.

HAVE AN OPINION?

WANT TO SHARE IT?

WRITE FOR THE GAUNTLET

DO IT

opinions@thegauntlet.ca
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Chris Hadfield releases first album
with songs recorded in outer space

lJason Herring

Entertainment Editor

Hadfield has lived an
extraordinary life, He was
the first Canadian to walk in

space, spent two months as the com-

mander of the International Space

Station (155) and has since become

a global icon and an ambassador for

space exploration.

The retired astronaut has now
moved towards the arts, as he's set
to release his debut album, Space
Sessions: Songs from a Tin Can,
an October 9. The album holds the
impressive distinction of being
the first collection of music par-
tially recorded in outer space.

Hadfield. who has been an avid

hris

musician for most of his adult life,
says that playing music in space was
a way for him to pass time when he
wasn't working. He used an acoustic
guitar brought to the 188 vears ear-
lier by NASA psvehiatrists,

“Living on a space station for five
manths, just to stav psychologically
healthy. you need to have some alter-
nate track of mental pastime. Some
of the astronauts spend a lot of time
talking to home or writing blogs or
just taking pictures, but in my case,
just like on earth, [ wrote and played
music.” Hadfield says. “With a guitar
up in the Space Station, late at night
just before bed it felt natural to play,
just as 1 do on Earth. I tried to ex-
press myself, thinking about what 1

Chris Hadfield recorded parts of his new album l.-\hile 58l

did that day, what I saw, and what it
means to me.”

Though pieces of Space Sessions
were recorded on the 158, most
songs were written on Earth by
Hadfield in collaboration with his
brother and son. But some songs,
like the introspective "Daughter of
my Sins” were conceived entirely
during Hadfield’s time in space.

“[For “Daughter of my Sins7| I
came up with a little guitar lick and
then I was thinking of lyrics all day
long while working on a nanopar-
ticle testing experiment,” Hadfield

says. "That night I put together the
equipment and recorded it. It's an
interesting song about introspec-
tion and looking at the vastness of
the Earth and thinking about how
the two [ideas] are connected”

Hadfield's foray into music isn't
entirely unexpected — the astro-
naut posted a viral cover of David
Bowie's "Space Oddity” to YouTube
in 2013 while serving as command-
er of the 155,

Due to the absence of changing
humidity and temperature on the 155,
Hadfield says the guitar stays in tune

rving as commander of the 155.

Courtesy Chris HapFiELD
remarkably well. But playing and
recording music in a zero-gravity en-
vironment poses plenty of unexpect-
ed difficulties.

“Without gravity, theres noth-
ing to rest a guitar on your knee, or
have it hang stable under your strap.
It hangs, it floats, and when vou try
and move your hand up and down the
neck, the guitar just takes off on you,”
he says. "Even though yvou know how
o play guitar, you're suddenly an ex-
remely messy guitar player because
the guitar won't stay put”

Singing in space presents even

more challenges. Due to the ab-
sence of gravity, sinuses don't drain
in space, so its difficult to sing with
the same resonance thats possible
on Earth. Hadfield says you learn to
adjust.

“Trying to relearn to play guitar
fairly cleanly and hit the notes prop-
erly, it was just a learning process.
Like learning to sing with a cold or
singing on stage, it's just a slightly dif-
ferent version of singing. Eventually,
I got the hang of it Hadfield savs.

The release of Space Sessions is par-
tially intended to help build an interest
in space, which is something Hadfield
has worked towards since retiring as
an astronaut. When asked if he’s opti-
mistic about the future of space explo-
ration, Hadfield answers with expect-
ed enthusiasm.

“We've only been exploring off the
surface of the planet since 1957 That's
68 years — not even one lifetime — and
vet we left earth 15 yes

s ago when we
started living on the 185 in the fall of
2000, We've got our first permanent
home away from the planet. We've just
flown by Plute and seen things no one
expected, We've got rovers roaming

around Mars, We're using the space
around the Earth te do everything
from GPS to predicting hurricanes. It's
an amazingly busy and integral time
for space exploration. So veah, I'm an
optimistic guy

Space Sessions: Songs from a Tin
Can will be released independently on
October 9.

Local inventors showcase work at Mini Maker Faire

Imaan Ladipo

Gaurtlet Entertainment

ocal inventors and artists will

take over the Telus Spark Sci-
ence Centre on Sept. 12 and 13 to
present their homemade creations
at the Calgary Mini Maker Faire.
The expo features homemade cre-
ations like wearable technology,
vacuum tube guitar amplifiers and
robotic beavers.

Maria Hoover and her hus-
band Shannon MecClennan-Taylor
spearheaded the creation of the
Calgary Mini Maker Faire in 2012,
and have been running it annually
EVET SiNce.

Maker Faires have existed in
MNorth America since 2006, They
give independent inventors and

artists a venue to showcase works
that intersect art and technology.

The Maker Faire coincides with
Beakerhead, a festival that com-
bines creative and scientific disci-
plines.

Hoover and McClennan-Taylor
first became interested in Maker
Faires shortly after opening their
gallery,  arcHEloft,
where they design technology-in-
spired fashion. Hoover is excited
to display her own work and see
what other local artists are creat-

downtown

ing,

“We have people who do robot-
ies so we'll have workshops that
will teach you how to build a robot
and we'll have robot competitions,”
she says. "Theres some really cool
cts that we have this year. We

have a steampunk group, game de-
velopers, 3D printers”

The focus of this vear's Maker
Faire is helping kids get interested
in building things. Many pieces
this year are made by kids — one
group of three young girls are pre-
senting a technologic plavhouse
they built with their father.

Hoover says she's excited to see
all these projects come together at
the Faire.

“It's really overwhelming to see
all these different projects coming
to life” Hoover says.

Admission to the Maker Faire is

For more in
Calgary Mini
visit mak

This lifesize Lego Mario will be at the Maker Faire.

Countesy Enc MacCaiium
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Local artist Chad VanGaalen talks animation,
new album and cybernetic enhancements

Jarrett Edmund

Gauntlet Entertainment

algary's Chad VanGaalen is

a man of many titles: mu-

sician, animator, producer,
father and cybernetic body modifi-
cation enthusiast — to name a few.
Flanked by a new backing band,
the Bleach Wipes, VanGaalen will
begin a Western Canadian tour,
with his first two stops in Calgary
on Sept. 10 and 1L

VanGaalen will be joined on
tour by two veterans of the Cal-
gary music scene — Lab Coast's
Chris Dadge will play percussion,
and Ryan Bourne will contribute
as a multi-instrumentalist. Van-
Gaalen says he's excited to work
alongside the two talented musi-
cians.

“Those guys are badass. They've
been learning songs and we've
muscle up on
Shrink Dust and new stuff” Van-

been trying to
Gaalen says.
VanGaalen is no stranger to
working with incredible
cians — he has previously collabo-
rated with a number of prolific
bands, including Twin Peaks, Viet
Cong and Alvvays. Despite being
credited with producing Alvvay's
Polaris Prize-shortlisted debut al-
bum, VanGaalen is modest about
his role in the album's creation,

musi-

“The album started out with
Molly [Rankin] sending me solo
stuff, and then it morphed into
a band at the last minute” Van-

Gaalen says. “They were really
amazing songs — it’s really just
a matter of setting up mics and
pressing record.”

VanGaalen's creative outlets are
more than just music. Citing in-
spiration from his fathers under-
ground comic collection, he grew
up idolizing the works of famed

Chad YanGaalen turned his focus towards animation after he finished touring in support of his 2014 album, Shrink Dust,

illustrators and began drawing at
a young age. And despite his musi-
cal accomplishments, VanGaalen
finds himself drawing more than
ever.

“Probably 80 per cent of what
I do these days is animating” he
admits, "I would definitely call
myself an animator at this point.
All T do is animate” And to great
success — VanGaalen was recently
awarded the 2015
for creating the music video for
Timber Timbre's “Beat the Drum
Slowly”

VanG
ished his film,

Prism Prize

aalen also recently fin-

of Inhabitants, which he wrote,
acted and fully animated himself.
“It's done. I'm excited that it didn't
actually kill me.” VanGaalen says.
He spent two and a half years on
the project.

Like his animation, VanGaalen's

ON CAMPUS

U of C Musical The-
atre suspends pro-
duction of large-scale
musicals

The University of Calgary Musi-
cal Theatre issued a press release
August 31 announcing that the
company would not be offering
full-scale musicals in the 2015-
2016 season.

Instead, the company will "be
taking on locally ereated scenes
and/or works” starting in Spring
2016, According to the press re-
lease, the change is being made
as a result of the company's re-
cent partnership with the School

of Creative and Performing Arts
(5¢Pa), who plan to provide more
student-directed works.

“We have enjoved producing
the large-scale musicals for you in
the past but we are excited abourt
bri
musical theatre director Colleen
Whidden writes in the press re-

lease.

ing vou this new genre,” scpa

The announcement comes just
over a year after the U of C Musi-
cal Theatre underwent a rebrand-
ing after partnering with the scea.
It was previously known
of C Operetta Company.

Whidden could not be reached
for further comment.

as the U

Translated Log

Iyrical compositions are often
laden with grotesque imagery, a
reflection of his whimsical and
cartoonish nature. But despite his
playful personality, VanGaalen is
content with staving at home in
Calgary.

bike path and not have to worry
about anybody fucking with me”
VanGaalen also reveals that he
has enough new material for an-
other record. “1€1l definitely be out
sometime soon,” he says. VanGaalen
was reluctant to set anything in

41 | was born and raised here. |
can pass out in a bush along the
bike path and not have to worry
about anyone fucking with me.

“I'm pretty insulated as far as
human beings go. 1 don't really
VanGaalen says.

leave my house,
“The mountains are here, 1 can
escape really easily to the middle
of nowhere. 1 started my family
here, I was born and raised here.
I can pass out in a bush along the

AVATARA

FEEL GOOD ON THE GOI

IS YOLIR TEAM OVE

FININCWT HOW DUR *PTE IT FORW

stone though, saying that some
songs on the album may change
structure as they're played during
this tour.,
“Things are
well with Chris and Ryan, so 1
wanna get them in the studio
and do tracking.”

going  really

some  live

Coustesy Mark Rimmer
VanGaalen s:

8.

And what's in store for the fu-
ture of music? VanGaalen's imagi-
nation is constantly churning.

“Cut off your arm. put on a ro-
bot arm, yvou know, be that guy for
a while. Transhumanism is com-
ing, man,” he says. "I want a tail so
bad. That would be my first mod.
would just hold a beer with it, you
know. And I'd play another instru-

W

ment with itl"

But until that happens, we'll
have to settle with Chad Van-
Gaalen playing instruments with
his original appendages — the
way nature intended.

You can catch Chad VanGaalen
and the Bleach Wipes Thursday,
Sept. 10 at Broken City and Fri-
day. Sept. 11 at Festival Hall. Pre-
sale tickets are sold-out, but a lim-

ited number are available for §22
at the door.

3 AVENUE NV

WORKED,
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12 | SEPTEMBER 10, 2015

k-os
Can't Flv Without Gravity

Since he started releasing music in
the early 2000s, Toronto rapper k-os
has carved out a unique sound that
bridges the gap between hip-hop and
rock while incorporating a constant
message of positivity, Now. three Juno
awards and six albums into his career,
k-os is releasing Cant Fly Withour
Gravity, one of his most polished al-
bums to date,

The album kicks off with “Snap-
back” and “WiLD4TheMight” Lyri-
cally. both songs are formulaic brag
tracks where k-os flaunts his rapping
prowess, first over a smooth jazz in-
strumental and then on top of a more
maodern club beat. Neither song is ex-
ceptional, but they set the tone for the
rest of the album.

Cant Fly Without Gravity picks
up with "Dance in Yo Car” a soulful
track that nods to old-school hip-hop

staples while staying grounded in an -
ineredibly eatchy hook. On lead single i
“Crucify” k-os does his best (-Tip im-
pression as he deftly lays down a verse
abour the problems he has with to-

day’s hip-hop scene,

The album’s highlight comes with
centrepiece "Boyz 11 Men,” an impres-
sive song that sees k-os team up with
fellow Ontario rapper Shad. The track
featres the album’s most thought-
provoking Iyrics, as the rappers tackle : z c
. The Sole Pursuit
. Infinite Regress
Gravity begins to falter as it enters its =
second half as k-os explore his rock
: Sole Pursuits debut album. Infinite
¢ Regress, has been three years in the
making. After conflict with the origi-

race issues in the music industry,
Unfortunately, Cant Fly Withour

tendencies. “Turn Me Loose” is espe-
cially disappointing, making the re-
gretful decision of taking inspiration
from a truly awful Loverboy song,
There's bright spots on the latter
half of the album though — “Another
Shot” closes off the record with asoul-
ful triumph, and “Spaceship” is an
upbeat song where k-os reaffirms the

ing that you can't succeed without first
overcoming obstacles.

k-os is an excellent rapper. When
he focuses on that side of his music,
he can put out some incredible tracks,
but his experiments with rock music,

That's why Can't Fiy Without Gravity
is a polished and adept release that
fails to reach greatness,

Toronto alternative rock band The

¢ nal producer allegedly caused the
 band to scrap an earlier version of this
album, the band rerecorded the album
from scratch, Unfortunately, Infinite
: Regress doesn't seem to have benefit-
ted from this turbulence.

message in the album title, proclaim-

According to the band’s bio, songs

: on Infinite Regress focus on conflict.
But in reality. they're about either
. heartbreak. as seen in “All Aside” and
. “Ten” or are just full of slam-poetry-
esque rambling, like *Blue Curtain” or
© “Inthe Era”

while not bad. are far less satisfving,

Both of these approaches are hit-

: and-miss. When they fail, its usually
: because The Sole Pursuit combines
* bland lyrics with equally uninspired
Jason Herring

instrumentals.

Many tracks on Infinite Regress
hlend together in a haze of standard
alt-rock melodies, with vocals that
sound like they should be coming
out of a radio in 2005 As a result,
the album often sounds derivative of
decade-old pop-punk and  alt-rock
bands, and The Sole Pursuit rarely
move away from what is expected of
the genre.

Despite this feeling of repetition,
Infinite Regress is far from a bad al-
bun. “You Get the Me 1 Give You" fea-
tres a catchy hook and closes with a
genuine, raw emotion the band lacks
on its more forgettable acks. Anoth-
er pleasant surprise comes from “The
Depths of Hell” an ambitious, 10-min-
ute long song with alengthy, post-rock
inspired instrumental break.

“The Light of Day" also contains
enough weirdness to stand out, as
lead singer Kyle Dawe flexes his vo-
cal range on the song’s pop-infused
bridge. But, like the other glimmers
of greatness on this album, this spark
of originality is all too brief, and is
quickly subsumed by more standard
alt-rock fare,

If you are a fan of mid-2000s alt-
rock bands like Billy Talent or Sum
41, youwill find a lot to like in Infinite
Regress. Otherwise, The Sole Pursuit
fail to do enough with the genre to
escape the shadow cast by their pre-
decessors,

Sean Willert

Thunderbitch
Thunderbitch

Thunderbitch, the surprise proj-
ect fronted by Alabama Shakes’ Brit-
tany Howard, is what happens when
rad musicians have a lietle spare time
but want to have a lot of fun. The
band's online biography, “Thunder-
bitch. Rock 'n’ Roll. The end” sum-
marizes their vision best.

The eponymoeus album is a sur-
prise collaboration between Howard
and members of bands Fly Golden
Eagle and Clear Plastic Masks. It also
dropped only months after Howard re-
leased the excellent album Sound and
Colourwith Alabama Shakes,

Howard would be
burnt out, but she instead ups her
game and explores the upper ech-
elons of her musicalite. The album
has a sense of playfulness that experi-
ments with tempo, style, production
and lyricism.

Some feared

The highlight of the album comes
in the opening moments with the
brash, soulful and endlessly groovable
“Leather Jacket” Howard's rich voice
soars alongside the accompanying
band as they fight to match her pow-
er. The track shifts from high to low-
octane while displaying the energy

and soul of the very best rock and roll.
Thunderbitch pays tribute to a fair
share of music from the past, as tracks
like "My Baby is My Guitar,” “Eastside
Party” and I Just Wanna Rock and
Roll” mix classic blues progressions
with Howards sonorous voice and
rough-around-the-edges production.
That raw and experimental pro-
duction is a big part of what makes
Thunderbitch great. *1 am an engine.”
Howard sings on the closing track
“Heavenly Feeling” and it’s hard not

o agree.
Melanie Woods

Thursday, September 10:

The Honens Piano Competition and
Festival unwinds with the Honens
Bison Moeir event. It's a chance to
see performers play without having
to worry about the formal aspects
of a piano competition.

Place: Royal Canadian Legion Mo. 1
Time: 10:00 p.m

Friday, September 11:

The Dancers' Studio West presents
The Fate of Dance, their 34th an-
nual contemporary dance festival.
Flace: Pumphouse Theatre

Time: 7:30 p.m.

Saturday, September 12:

Dinc Dash and support
some up-and-coming U af C ath-

Run the

letes. Races are either & or 10 kilo-
metres.

Place: Foothills Athletic Park

Time: 10:55 am.

Sunday, September 13:

Ground Zero Theatre presents The
comedy that ex-
plores two washed-up actors who
are willing to go the extra mile for

Money Shot,

fame.
Place: The Studio at Vertigo Theatre
Time: 800 p.m.

Tuesday, September 15:

Marda Loop Justice Film Festiva
presents Antarctic Edge: 70° South.
The film follows scientists analyz-
ing climate change on the West
Antarctica Peninsula. Afterwards,
U of C geography professor Shawn
Marshall will lead a discussion on
climate change.

Place: River Park Church Auditorium
Time: 7:00 p.m.

Wednesday, September 16:

Grab a beer and chomp on some
crickets after class at Beakerhead's
Bugs and Beer event.

Place: Palomino Smokehouse

Time: 5:00 p.m.

Get involved: SU events and opportunities

How are you going to spend all that free time in between classes?

@
&
(=]
2
(7]

UNION

o by now you've sorted out your

schedule. You got rid of your

8 am. classes and you know
which bus to catch, You told your boss
that you can't work Thursday nights any
more. So how are you going to spend all
that free time in between classes?

The SU has a tonne of ways that you
can get involved this semester. Get
started with movies and yoga in That

Empty Space. Drop by Clubs Week. Or

The Students’ Union ad

visit the volunteer organizations at the
U-Help Fair.

Cinemania

That Empty Space, located on the lower
level of MSC, is where you will find the
SU's weekly events. Drop by at 5:30
or 8:00 p.m. on Menday nights for
Cinemania and enjoy free movies and
$2 popcorn. Check out The Avengers:
Age of Ultron on Sept. 14 and Spy on
Sept. 21.

Yoga in the Space

The SU presents free Yoga in the Space
three times a week! Roll out your mat

ement is provided by

{or one of ours) for free one-hour yoga
classes on Tuesdays and Thursdays at
12:30 p.m. and Wednesdays at 12 p.m.
in That Empty Space

Clubs Week

One of our favourite tips for new
students looking to get involved is to
encourage them to join a club! Sept. 14
- 18 is SU Clubs Week in MSC. This
is your chance to talk to representatives
from over 300 clubs on campus - from
music and theatre tw politics and
knitting.

the su and published witho

U-Help Volunteer Fair

SU Volunteer Services helps to connect
students to volunteer opportunities on
and off campus. They host a U-Help
Volunteer Fair on Tuesday, Sepr. 22
from 11 am. to 3 p.m. in the north
courtyard of MSC . Drop by to discover
vour volunteering niche.

Make the most of your spare time - get
involved! Visit www.su.ucalgary.ca for
moreinformation on theseopportunities
and more.




SEPTEMBER 10, 2015 | 13

U of C welcomes new Writer-in-Residence

Emilie Medland-Marchen

Sports Assistant

very school year, an emerg-
ing Canadian
offered  a

writer  is
residence  at
the University of Calgary as part
of the school’s Writer-in-Residence
program. This yvear, the U of C is
bringing in poet Nick Thran in col-
laboration with the Calgary Distin-
guished Writers Program.

As Writer-in-Residence, Thran
is tasked with assisting Calgarys
writing community with manu-
script reviews while also present-
ing his own ideas about the cre-
ative process. Thran plans to use
his wear at the U of C to write a
book of essays while continuing
work on his poetry.

Thrans work is characterized
by a vibrant spontaneity that pro-
vides readers with commentary on
pop culture and degradation. His
most recent collection of poetry,
Earworm, won the Trillium Book
Award for Canadian poetry. Thran'’s
poetry moves at a fast pace, captur-
ing the reader's attention and draw-
ing them in from multiple direc-
tions.

*1 think that my own poetry and
the way that I write does sort of
work laterally and associatively”
Thran says. "1 jump from subject

to subject sideways a lot and sort of
amass things. [ write about popular
culture a lot. but 1 don't see tech-
nology as an enemy to poetry, nor
do I see it as the ushering of a new
kind of poetry”
Thrans approach
poetry is not constrained by an

to writing

overarching narrative or theme.

A

Mick Thran plans to write a book of essays during his time as \Writer-in-Residence.

Instead, he says his writing is more
free-flowing.

1 feel poetry comes up on a
ts differ-
ent than writing a novel or a book
of non-fiction,” Thran says. “For

more case-by-case basis,

me, a poem sort of happens on its
own.”
Thran will unveil a new collection

CourTesy PETER SINCLAIR

of poetry at the annual Hello/Good-
bye event at the Arrata Opera Cen-
tre. The event will feature readings
from Thran and last year’s Writer-
in-Residence, Tan Williams. Thran
plans to read selections from his
newest collection, which will be the
first time he has publicly revealed
this new material.

Thran's work has also been print-
ed in publications like The Walrus.
He has also performed at the Cal-
gary Wordfest Festival.

As the U of C© Writer-in-Resi-
dence, Thran will meet with stu-
dents on campus who aspire tw
write poetry and prose. Appoint-
ments can be scheduled via email,
and Thran says he'’s always welcome
to students presenting their work.
He's enthusiastic about meeting
some members of the university's
Writing community.

“We'e available,
Thran says. “We situate ourselves

we're here”

here, and we do our best to let
people know that we are available.
Its up to students to open their
desk drawers. dig out their stories
and poems and send that email to
schedule an appointment. I'm very
hopeful that many people will do
that"

You can hear Nick Thran and lan
Williams at the Writer-in-Residence
Hello/Goodbye. The event takes
place at the Arrata Opera Centre in
Calgary Thursday, September 10th
at 7:30 pm. The evening is free and
will be followed by a reception.

For more informa

‘Writer-in-Rez
Mick Thran, »
vpwriter-rasidence

inmevEion
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« First Time Buyer program
* Finance & lease rates as |

Brasso Nissan
195 Glendeer Circle SE

403.253.5555
www.brassonissan.com

*‘I'HE FASTEST GROWING AUTOMOTIVE BRAND IN CANADA

THE 2015 MICRA IS THE MOST
AFFORDABLE NEW CAR IN CANADA.

ow as 0%

+ Bi-weekly & monthly payments available
+ Ask for details about our Grad Program
+ Loyalty bonus of §500 - See dealer for details

REV

The ;emainfng 20

2015 NISSAN MICRA 15 smopEL

VED

70 MOVE

15 Nissans are

going fast.

Starting at $9,998

CASH REBATES

UP TO $2,150!

»

= Excellent fuel economy

* Available with Rear View Monitor
= Standard 60/40 split folding seats
* Available IPOD & USB INPUT

Plus Freight & PDE $1,567

Twao locations providng quality service,

student financing options, and
no-charge service loaners.

Stadium Nissan
2420 Crowchild Trail NW
403 284 4611

www.stadiumnissan.com
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Dinos kick off 2015 with record

Sonny Sachdeva

Sports Editor

he Dinos football teams

2015 campaign got off to

a somewhat rocky start in
this season’s inaugural match-up.

The Dinos lined up against for-
mer head coach Blake Nill and his
University of British Columbia
Thunderbirds in front of over 4,200
fans at MeMahon Stadium on Sept.
4. only to see the rival squad score
a 102-vard touchdown on the very
first play of the game. Trailing 10-5
at the end of the first quarter of
their season, the Dinos found them-
selves faced with some very early
adversity.

But Calgary quickly turned things
around when the second quarter
began. Dinos runningback Mercer
Timmis led the way, running ina 13-
yard touchdown and giving his team
their first lead.

From that point on, it was all Di-
nos.

Timmis continued his banner
night by racking up 150 rushing
yards and two touchdowns, position-
ing himself atop the Dinos record
books with 36 career touchdowns
— the most of any runningback in
team history.

By the time the game had wound
to a close, the Dinos had amassed a
dominant 49-16 lead.

“It's a good start to the season.”
said new Dinos head coach Wayne
Harris. “The emotions were running
high at first but they settled down,
got in their groove, and carried
through the game. It was unique
and exciting. and I even had to keep
my emaotions in check at times with
the history I've had with Blake over
many years.”

After overwhelming the Univer-
sity of Regina Rams with a 25-9 pre-

season victory, the Dinos' potent of-
fense was once again the difference
maker in this tilt.

Both the University of Calgary and
UBC posted over 200 passing yards
each — Dinos quarterback Andrew
Buckley threw for 206 yards, while
his teammate Rashaun Simonise led
all receivers with 143 yards — but it
was the Dinos' rushing effort that

The Dinos overpowered UBC en route to a domina

allowed U of C to pile on an insur-
mountable lead. Calgary finished
the game with 279 rushing yards —
nearly eight times UBC's total of 35
rushing vards. The Dinos also earned
all four of their touchdowns via their
running game.

Even quarterback Buckley man-
aged to chip in on the run, rushing
for 67 net yards himself — a higher

nt season-opening victory.

Lowe ViLLANUEVA

mark than any of UBC's running-
hacks.

As pivotal as the clubs core of-
fensive performers were, the Dinos
special teams also played a central
role in attaining the win

Dinos kicker Johnny
historic night in his own right, post-
ing 17 points (while also going four-
for-four in his field goal attempts)

ark had a

UPCOMING GAMES

-breaking effort

to become the third-highest scorer
in CI5 history. At 408 career points,
he now sits within reach of the num-
ber-one all-time spot. currently held
by the University of Western On-
tario’s Lirim Hajrullahu and his 422
career points.

Calgarys Michael Klukas chipped
in with some thrilling plays as well.
He came up with an exceptional
punt return in the third quarter that
put the Dinos up 32-14. Reining in
the ball near his own goal line, Klu-
kas wound up in his own endzone
before splitting two Thunderbirds
and streaking up the sideline. The
quick-footed receiver sidestepped a
few more attempted tackles before
cutting towards the middle of the
field and taking off for the score. His
Ho-vard return touchdown finished
as the second-longest in Dinos his-
tory.

Despite the game finishing as a
blowout victory, the Dinos’ coach-
ing staff acknowledged thar it was
still a valuable test for their group
— though one their team was well
prepared for.

“You never want to get off to a
slow start,” said Harris. "But we're
a veteran team and have been in
these sorts of situations and circum-
stances. Having to settle down is not
something new for them.”

Harris' squad certainly had no
trouble overcoming their rough
start in this tlt, and they now look
poised to continue the sueccess they
found in 2004,

The Dinos will travel to Winnipeg
next to face the University of Mani-
wha Bisons in their first road game
of the season on Sept. 11. They'll be
looking to exact some revenge on
the Bisons after Manitoba eliminat-
ed them from the Canada West play-
offs last season. Catch the game at 6
pm. on Shaw TV or CanadaWest.tv,

Dinos Football
vs. Manitoba
Sept. 11, 6 p.m.

After starting their season with
a dominant vietory over the Uni-
versity of British Columbia Thun-
derbirds, the Dinos continue their
schedule with a road game against
the University of Manitoba Bi-
sons. After being ousted by the
Bisons in the Canada West play-
offs last season — the Dinos lost
to Manitoba by a score of 15-27
— the club will certainly be look-
ing to assert their offensive power
and find a win this time around.

Dinos Men's Hockey
vs. Mount Royal
Sept. N, 7 p.m.

The University of Calgary Di-
nos and Mount Royal Cougars
men's hockey teams have a long
history of intense on-ice battles,
The Cougars topped the Dinos
in five of eight match-ups last
season, while the Dinos got the
better of their crosstown rivals
in the Canada West playoffs. The
bad blood is well established, and
should shine in the two team’s
first game of the year. Puck-drop
is at 7 p.m. at Max Bell Arena.

Dinos Women's Soccer
vs. Mount Royal
Sept. 12,12 p.m.

The Dinos women’s soccer team
will play in their own iteration of the
Crowchild Classic on Sept. 12. taking
on Mount Royal in the two clubs® first
match-up of 2005 with both teams
looking to prove they're Calgary's best.
The Dinos have dominated in the pre-
season, winning six of seven games by
a combined score of 25-4. Look for
them to continue this exceptional play
in their first Canada West game of the
season. The game takes place at West
Varsity Seccer Pitch at 12 pom.

Dinos Men's Hockey
vs. SAIT
Sept. 12, .15 p.m.

The Dinos haven't played the
salT Polytechnic Trojans for three
seasons, so the reunion between
the two is sure to be an interesting
affair. The last time they met, UofC
ook down the Trojans by a score of
5-3. However, SAIT has significant-
Iy improved since then. They lost
only nine of 36 games last season,
while coming only one win away
from winning the acac Champion-
ship. Puck-drop goes at 1:15 p.m. on
Sept. 12 at Max Bell Arena.

Dinos Women's Soccer
vs. MacEwan
Sept. 13, 12 p.m.

Following their crosstown tilt with
Mount Royal, the Dinos women's soc-
cer team will take on the MacEwan
University Griffins. The Griffins are
fresh off of a similarly dominant pre-
season run, having gone 3-0 in their
exhibition games. After topping Con-
cordia University of Edmonton by a
score of 6-2 in the last of these, the
Griffins have shown they have enough
offensive skill to maech the Dinos
seorers. This one kicks off at West Var-
sity Seccer Pitch at 12 pum. on Sept. 13



C“anlgary Hitmen

move on without
top scorers

Sonny Sachdeva
Sparts Editor

he Calgary Hitmen will enter the

2015-16 season as a team in flux.
After recently finishing atop their di-
vision for the first time in half a de-
cade, the Hitmen will begin their new
season without their top two offensive
threats from 2014-15.

Centreman Adam  Tambellini —
whose 86 regular season points were
the most of any Hitmen player and the
10th-highest total in the league — has
finished his tenure with the Hitmen,
as he'll pass the WHLS age eligibil-
ity limit of 20 years old in November.
Tambellini, who signed an entry-level
contract with the NHLS New York
Rangers earlier this year. will suit up
for the Rangers' aHL affiliate in Hart-
ford next season.

The Hitmen's second-leading scor-
er, Connor Rankin, is on a similar tra-
jectory. Rankin piled up 79 points for
Calgary during the 2014-15 regular
season and added 14 points during the
playoffs. But he'll spend the upcoming
campaign with the AHLS Bakersfield
Condors, the affiliate of the Edmon-
ton Odlers.

The most interesting case to watch,
however, will be that of Hitmen for-
ward Jake Virtanen. The young wing-
er is one of the Vancouver Canucks'
most prized prospects. Virtanen was
drafted by Vancouver with the sixth-
overall pick in the 2014 xuL draft, and
he could very well erack the cluls pro
roster this season.

Virtanen has already proven he has
the skill to cut it in the big leagues.
He posted 71 points in 71 games for
the Hitmen in 2013-14, and then fol-
lowed that up with 52 points in only
S0 games last season. Virtanen also
racked up a gold medal with Team
Canada earlier this year when he com-
peted in the 2005 1IHF World Junior
Championship towrnament alongside
heralded Canadian scorvers like Con-
nor McDavid and Sam Reinhart.

COURTESY S0FF

Should the Canucks elect to send
Virtanen back to the wHL for one
more year of development, the Ab-
botsford native will almost certainly
reign as the Hitmens top offensive
threat in 2015-16.

However, if Virtanen does indeed
join the NHL ranks, the Hitmen's re-
maining top option will be defender
Travis Sanheim. A promising NHL
prospect in his own right. Sanheim
finished as the third-highest scorer
on Calgary’s roster last season, posting
65 points in only 67 games — a fairly
remarkable sum for a defenceman —
while leading all wHL defencemen in
SCOTING,

Sanheim'’s exceptional performance
earned him an entry-level contract
from the xHL% Philadelphia Flyers,
who previously drafted him with the
17th-overall pick in 2014, Considering
the elite level he's been playing at as
of late, the 19-vear-old has a very real
chance of earning an NHL tryout in
2015-16 as well.

The unpredictable nature of Vir-
tanens and Sanheim's  situations
puts the Hitmen in somewhat of a
hind. Should the two return, the club
should remain fairly competitive in
their effort to defend their Central
Division title, But if the two talented
prospects earn spots in the NHL, the
Hitmen will be forced to begin their
season without four of their top five
scorers — a drop-off few teams would
be able to endure, and one that would
make the upcoming campaign much
more difficult.

Despite all this, the Hitmen have
looked just fine so far. Calgary is three
games into their seven-game pre-
season schedule, and have rung off
three straight wins thus far — beating
the Regina Pats, Moose Jaw Warriors
and Prince Albert Raiders, all with a
score of 4-3. The club has two more
weeks of preparation time before
they officially begin their 2015-16
season on Sept. 25 with a match-up
againat the Keotenay Lee
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Top five fithess-focused apps

Emilie Medland-Marchen

Sports Assistant

martphones have taken the

world by storm, and apps
in particular have made fitness
highly accessible. There's an app
to cover just about every aspect
of fitness and health — hydration,
nutrition, planning, mental health
and everything in between. The
Gauntlettook a look at some of the
most popular. free fitness apps on
the market and picked a few of the
best. Give them a try and challenge
vourself to a heightened workout
experience.

" Zombies, Run!

| Zombies, Run! is an at-
tempt at integrating fit-
ness and gaming. The approach
works well for the dynamic app.
providing its users with a fulfill-
ing backstory that gives your run
a heightened purpose. You are en-
couraged to play by walking, jog-
ging or running in real life — aim-
ing to escape a hoard of zombies
who have descended upon earth
during the apocalypse. A story
is provided and it coincides with
vour own music while you move
along. As you get going. the app
will urge you to run faster to es-
cape zombie attacks. It's a good
way to spice up your morning run
or easily integrate a more varied

style of training.

THE=
PENE

{ifestyle accessories

FORESTLAWN 2!

Plant Nanny

d Staying  properly
§ drated is difficult if you

don't track vour liquid consump-

tion, Plant Nanny provides you

with a visual representation of

Tiy-

vour daily water intake in the form
of a cute plant that vou can hy-
drate with cups of water — while
drinking some vourself. The plant
grows from a little sapling to a fully
bloomed flower. which can be kept
ina garden to produce seeds. These
seeds can then be used to purchase
pots, scenery and more plant vari-
eties. Its interactive health at its
finest.

GoalTracker
Establishing a fitness regi-
men is difficult without
a clear focus to keep you on track.
Creating goals can help prevent stale
routines and keep you motivated.
GoalTracker is a simple app that al-
lows you o add detailed goals to a list
and customize them based on impor-
tance, timing and immediacy — your
goals then appear in ascending order
of importance. Use this app to make
major gains in your weightlifting
or aerobic workouts. Goals like “in-
crease weight by 15 Ibs. by the end of
the month” or “increase run time by
10 minutes this week” can provide a
clear reminder of your training ses-
sion's purpose. And it's definitely a
aratifying moment when vou achieve
that goal and set a new one,

Sleepbot

Sleephot is an essential
tool for those looking to
get the most out of your daily rest.
Turn it on when you go to bed and
the app will analyze your move-
ment, sound and sleeping pat-
terns. You can review the results
when you wake up to learn how to
optimize your sleeping sessions,
The app provides yo
tomized feedback on vour most
optimum hours of deep sleep and
advises vou when to interrupt
vour sleep cycle. This allows you
to feel more rested and ready to

take on the day
9 If yvou need maore of a
push to work out, Char-
ity Miles can bring purpose to your
daily exercise. A group of sponsors
have pledged to donate a small
sum of money to various charity
organizations during your walk,
run or bike ride. Pick a charity
from a long list available through
the app and get moving. For the
duration of your workout, you will
be donating cents — the amount of
which is tied directly to your dis-
tance — to your chosen charity. It
may be a small amount at first. but
those cents can add up. If you work
out often, Charity Miles gives vou
the option of working for a cause
rather than simply towards per-
sonal betterment.

. =

ith cus-

Charity Miles

0% OFF
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Dinos men’s hockey undergoing changing of the guard

Sonny Sachdeva
Sports Editor

he Dinos men's hockey team

is heading into the 2015-16
season with a significantly differ-
ent look,

Coming off a fantastic season in
which the University of Calgary
put together a 26-14-0 record (the
second-best mark in the Canada
West), the club begins their new
campaign missing seven key con-
tributors.

Defenceman Kodie Curran s
arguably the most significant loss.
The Calgary native finished second
on the team in seoring last season
with 25 points, despite missing 10
games due to injury. Curran also
anchored the Dinos blue line, fin-
ishing second on the team with a
plus-24 rating,

The goaltending
tandem of Kris Lazaruk and Jacob

exceptional

DeSerres have also moved on from
the Dinos program — a change that
could bring about the team'’s big-
gest test in 2015-16. The netmind-
ing duo rose to become one of the
finest in the cis last season. led by
Lazaruk, who finished with the
lowest goals-against-average in the
COUNLTY.

Grant.

Veterans Colton Ryan

Harrison, Davis Vandane and
Walker Wintoneak have also fin-
ished their eligibility with the Di-
nos, leaving even more roster spots
for the Dinos recruitment staff to
fill.

While the Dinos undoubtedly
lost some key pieces, they have
some quality plavers joining the
fold in 2015-16. Four forwards, four
defencemen and two goaltenders
joined the club this summer, look-
ing to earn key roles before the Di-
nos play their first game on Sept. 11
against the Mount Royal Cougars,

Coda Gordon figures to he one
of the most exciting prospects. He
was drafted by the Calgary Flames
in 2012 and has since gone on to
become an offensive foree in the
WHL with the Swift Current Bron-
cos. Gordon has piled up 132 points
for the Broncos over the past two
seasons, showcasing an elite of-
fensive skill-set that could have a
significant impact on the Dinos'
future success.

Dinos head coach Mark Howell
hopes the young forwards talent
translates to the c1s,

“Coda is an elite forward.” said
Howell. “Drafted by the Flames,
he's chosen to go to school and not
pro. We're going to count on him to
play significant minutes and be a

[

The Dinas’ young stars must step up if they are to remain ameng the best inthe CIS.  Courtesy Lea Mar Waissir

great contributor offensively”

The Dinos have one other NHL
prospect joining their forwards ros-
ter as well. Mike Winther was draft-
ed 54th overall by the Dallas Stars
in 2012 and split his time between
four different WHL clubs over the
past five seasons, finishing with the
Lethbridge Hurricanes in 2014-15.

Mitchell Cook and Chase McMur-
phy round out the new forwards.
Both spent last season in the Alberta

MG A

SU Wellness Centre

HEALTHY CATl

Health Services

WE ALL HAVE A ROLL TO PLAY IN

Junior Hockey League and finished
among the top scorers for their re-
spective clubs.

On the blue line, the Dinos have
Ryan Suchorab, Nick Walters,
Kolton Dixon and Caylen Walls
coming aboard this season,

Sucharab, former captain of the
ATHL'S Dragons, is
fresh off of being named his clubs
Myve and top defenceman, while
also earning a nomination as the
ATHL's most outstanding blue-liner.
He'll join Mick Walters — a former
2012 draft pick of the NHLs St
Louis Blues — in vying for one of
the top spots on the Dinos blue line
Next season.

Dixon and Walls will also be in

Drumheller

the mix, as both have the size and
experience to make an immediate
impact.

However, goaltenders  Steven
Sanford and Curtis Honey will be
the most intriguing prospects to
watch this season. With the Dinos'
former tandem moving on, Sanford
and Honey will be relied on to adjust
quickly and help the Dinos remain
one of the top teams this season.

After suiting up for the University
of British Columbia Thunderbirds

for three seasons, Sanford should
have a good enough grasp of the c1s'
style of play to shore up the Dinos'
net early on.

“Steven has three years experi-
ence in our league!” said coach How-
ell. “1 think he is going to carry us
early on and then from there its a
competition between our goalten-
ders for minutes”

Returning to his native Alberta
after three seasons with the WHL'S
Wheat  Kings, Honey
looks set to challenge for some time
in the Dinos’ cage as well.

The Dinos will likely undergo a
crucial adjustment period over the
course of their first few games as
they integrate their newest addi-
tions and figure out how to replace
the talent they've lost. These tests
will certainly come quickly. The Di-
nos' first three preseason games are
against Mount Royal (who beat U of
C five times last season), the saT
Trojans (who went 27-9 last season)
and the Calgary Flames prospects.

Coach Howell will have to get
his group adjusted and ready o
compete as soon as possible if
they hope to remain one of the top
clubs in the Canada West.,

Brandon
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Toronto Blue Jays' rise to greatness could spur re-
emergence of youth baseball participation in Canada

anny Sachdeva
Editor

WL

t's been a long time since
Canada was able to bask in the
glory of a baseball champion-
ship. The MLE's lone Canadian fran-
chise, the Toronto Blue Jays, last
finished atop the league when they
went back-to-back with dual World
Series wins in 1992 and 1993, Since
that victorious run, though, the
Blue Jays have stumbled through
21 years without a single postsea-
SO appearance.
But Toronto's fortunes have taken
a dramatic turn in the last month.
The club loaded up at the trade dead-
line, adding two key contributors
who have since lifted the Blue Jays
into legitimate contender status.
First came the aequisition of

shortstop Troy Tulowitzki, a five-
time All-Star during his time with
the Colorado Rockies, on July 28,
One day later, the Blue Jays took an-
other big step forward, bringing in
heralded pitcher David Price from
the Detroit Tigers to shore up a no-
table weakness in Toronto's lineup.

The two stars brought both their
top-tier skill and some much need-
ed veteran leadership to the Blue
Jays locker room, rounding out a
roster that had promise but seemed
unable to make the jump to cham-
pionship legitimacy.

But Tulowitzki and Price are far
from Torontos lone elite talents.
Jose Bautista remains one of the
game's most feared hitters, hav-
ing twice led the MLE in home-
runs while earning six All-Star
nominations. Edwin Encarnaeidn

was named the MLES Player of
the Month for his monster per-
formance during August — when
he led the league in numerous of-
fensive categories and posted a 26-
game hitting streak.

The pride of the Blue Jays faithful.
however, is undoubtedly Josh Don-
aldson. The 29-year-old third-base-
man currently sits atop the league in
terms of slugging percentage. runs
batted in, total bases and total runs
scored, setting himself up as the fa-
vourite for the American League
MVP Donaldson
claim the award. he would be the first

honours.  Should

Blue Jays player to do so since 1987,
But the most impressive aspect of
the Blue Jays current make-up lies
not in what Donaldson or any of his
teammates has done alone. Rather
it lies in what the group has accom-
plished as a
game-changing trade deadline acqui-
sitions, the Blue Jays have won 26 of
32 games — a dominant run that has
put them in first place among their
division and has them creepi

whole. Since the teams

T to-
wards championship favourite status.

Toronto’s astounding record is the
result of an exceptionally balanced
style of play — one that has repeat-
edly overwhelmed their opponents.
The Blue Jays' offense has been the
best in the sport since the club re-
vamped their roster, evidenced by
their league-leading 200 runs over
those past 32 contests,

Muost offensively potent teams wind
up lacking a strong enough defensive
game, but the Jays have actually risen
to become one of the league's top de-
fensive squads as well, allowing only
97 runs in the previously mentioned

span — the fewest of any team in the
MLE.

Its the type of league-altering
change that comes around very
ravely — and one that hasn't been
seen in decades. The Blue Jays had
already positioned themselves as a
strong middle-of-the-pack team, but
the clubs savvy roster alterations
have catapulted them up the charts

Cousresy Keit ALuson
participation in the sport. According
to Statistics Canada, youth partici-
pation in baseball has fallen from
the double digits to as low as five
per cent in the mid-2000%s. As of
2014, baseball wasn't even among
the top 10 organized sports among
Canada'’s vouth, having been oust-
ed by activitdes like dance, gym-
nastics and karate, according to

A1 A new era that sees the Blue Jays
reign as one of the sport's top clubs
could go a long way in re-igniting the in-
terest of young fans around the country.

into the position of baseball’s best.

Though the team is based in To-
ronto, the Blue Jays’ success has had
a significant impact on all of Canada.
Statistics from Google Trends show
that web interest from provinces
other than Ontario has risen since
the Blue Jays began their run. Out-
of-province web searches regarding
the Blue Jays are now sitting at five
times the level they were at just a few
months ago.

Ticket sales for Jays sames have
also skyrocketed as fans from On-
tario and around Canada flock to
the Rogers Centre to watch Canada's
team continue their storied pursuit.
The clubs crowds have reportedly
quadrupled over the past month.

The Blue Jays' rise represents a cru-
cial step forward for the presence of
haseball in Canada. One result of Can-
ada's lone MLE team finding very litdle
success over the past two decades has
been a steadily declining rate of vouth

the Canadian Youth Sports Report.

But that could be set to change.
While a Blue Jays championship
won't right the ship immediately,
the buzz currently surrounding
the Rogers Centre proves there is
legitimate potential for an uptick
in national interest as long as the
team can continue playing an ex-
citing style of baseball and com-
peting for the top prize. A new era
that sees the Blue Jays reign as one
of the sport’s top clubs could go a
long way in reigniting the interest

in young fans around the country.

With only 29 games remaining in
the Blue Jays' 162-game campaign,
the team simply needs to stay the
course, continue on their current tra-
jectory and await the chanee to bring
home Canada's first World Series vic-
tory in over two decades. In doing so,
they could lay the first brick in the
path to baseball’s return to legitima-
cy among Canada’s youth.
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First-year roommates already locked in
inevitable passive-aggressive spiral

Melanie Woods

Mok passive-aggressive at all
ess than two weeks after

moving into their room in

Kananaskis Hall. first-year

Cunningham

and Lauren Potter have already en-

roommates  Kelsey
tered a passive-aggressive battle of
wills.

Cunningham said it all started
when Potter
would leave her coat on the hook
an the opposite side of the room.

“I don't really have anywhere to

she noticed how

hang my coat if she does that.” Cun-
ningham said. "Of course 1 don't
mind, but I wish she'd ask first”

Cunningham is currently debat-
ing her next move,

“I won't say anyvthing” she said.
“That would be rude. Maybe I'll
put. like. a friendly pink sticky
note reminding her about the sides
of the room on the door or some-
thing”

The
one-sided.

According to our sources, Cun-
ningham was listening to the latest
Miley Cyrus album and painting

tension. however, is not

her nails when Potter loudly said

.

from her desk. “Wow, evervone
was right when they said it’s hard
to study when you live in resi-
dence”

Potter said she thought it was
reasonable to expect a quiet work-
space.

“I was obviously trying to do
work.” Potter said. "And she should
respect that”

When Cunningham and Potter
met in their third-floor residence

room on August 30, they immedi-
ately announced they would be the
best of friends.

“We have so much in common,”
Cunningham said. “She has a dog.
I have a dog Her parents just went
to Maui, mine went to Kaui four
years age — it's like we're destined
to be together or something.”

The two now greet each other
with smiles, but every word be-
tween them is hollow and tinged

Kelsey Cunningham and Lauren Potter are already locked in a passive aggressive spiral.  Comisrorner Josern

with the underlyving anger of sup-
pressed rage.

“She never uses headphones,
which makes me want to puncture
my own eardrums with a high-
lighter” Potter said. “But I'd never
actually say anything about it

Cunningham alse denies any
need for action.

“sShe’ll get my message eventu-
ally," Cunningham said of the coat
hook situation. “I mean, it’s pretty

obvious.”

Both roommates have report-
edly been urged by their close
friends to confront one another.

“My best friend keep telling me
to talk to her about the coat hook”
Cunningham said. "But it's not that
big of a deal, even though it does
haunt my dreams and keep me up
at night. Subtle messages are obvi-
ously way more productive than
actually saying anvthing to her”

The
strain on Potter's relationship.

tension is also causing
“My boyfriend came over and
asked why I was sitting in silence
and staring at her with a frown on
my face while she played her mu-
sic.” Potter said. “1 told him that 1
was trying to make a statement.”
When asked about the state of
their living situation as a whole,
both Cunningham and Potter had
no official complaints.
“Evervthing’s gr Cunning-
ham said. “I guess, 1 wish 1 had
somewhere to hang my coat that's
on my own side of the room, but
besides that, everything's great”
“I'm just really learning to love
present-day Miley Cyrus” Potter
said through gritted teeth.

New student blissfully

Fabian Mayer

Stole three p

ns last year

irst-vear student Henry Adams

received a cruel shock to his
systemt when he entered his first
S0CI 201 lecture.

Adams arrived 15 minutes early
and, after extensive deliberation,
settled on the second row.

“I wanted to have some time to
pick out the perfect seat. Some-
where near the middle with a good
view but obviously not the first
row” Adams said. "I'm not some
kind of keener”

Adams said O-Week had pumped
him up to engage in the pursuit of
knowledge.

*1 watched the class trickle in
and knew that these would be my
crewmates on the voyage that is
a rigorous undergraduate educa-
tion,” Adams said.

Just as the lecture was starting,
a seruffy and disheveled-looking
student shuffled past him and

plopped himself into the seat be-
side Adams.

“I thought he was mugged on
the way to class or something.
He didn't have a backpack and he
didn't even print out the syllabus!”
Adams said in shock. “He looked
absolutely unprepared.”

The student asked to borrow a
pencil from Adams as the profes-
sor was introducing himself.

“I had just sharpened my 10-
pack of Papermate HB #2s so that
was no problem. 1 was prepared to
help my fellow man,” Adams said.

Following the lending of the
pencil, Adams said he was getting
back into the professors discus-
sion of academic integrity when he
felt another poke on the shoulder
followed by a hushed whisper ask-
ing if he had any paper.

“I thought it was strange be-
cause he didn't specify whether he
wanted lined, blank or graphing
paper. [ wound up just giving him
one of each.”

unaware of apathy awaiting him

then
wrote

Adams watched as his
neighbour “soCioLogy™
at the top of the page and began
drawing some sort of demonic
creature in the margin.

“I was about to point out that he
might want to add the date to the
page when I heard the prof say.
‘that's pretty much it for the syl-
labus, see you next class,” Adams

said.

Adams said he couldn't remem-
ber anything from the lecture. His
notes consist of a dated piece of
paper with “Sociology 201: Intro-
duction to Socielogy, Lecture 1 at
the top.

“When I looked beside me there
was only an empty chair and three
scattered pieces of paper on the
desk.” said Adams. *I didn't even
get the guy's name.”

Adams remained optimistic.

“I'll just get the pencil back next
class” he said.

Adams reportedly still has not
received the stolen pencil.

Henry Adams was naive to the reality of university.

Louie ViLLANUEVA



Top-five tips for Thursden

Melanie Woods

Has never been Lo Thursden

he Den's official student ap-
preciation night, known as
Thursden. is a night of drunken
debauchery and poor choices.
Every Thursday, students gather
at the Den to dance, drink and do
things they'll regret later.
Whether you're in the first or fi-
nal year of vour degree. odds are
you'll end up at Thursden some
point this year, so we prepared
five simple tips for surviving
Thursden.
1. Go with friends. If you don't
have friends, dont worry. No one
does. Every human'’s conception

of “friends” is actually just a fig-
ment of our imaginations that
prevents us from succumbing to
the erippling realization that we
were all born alone and will die
alone. Don't worry, it's not just
VOuL

2. Appreciate the new renova-
tions. The Den is now decorated
in a grey “Chicago-style” brick,
which helps you feel like you're
in an abandoned warehouse on
the docks of Detroit about to do
a deal for the mob. The lights are
also bright and industrial. so you

will now be able to see every pore

and blemish on the people around
you. 0h no! Where did thos
tesque boils come from?

aro-

Student forced to
hitchhike after
being kicked out
of vehicle for
corny joke

Melanie Woods
This is about me

ast weekend, third-year psy-

chology major Melodie Wil-
son was forced to hitchhike over
130 kilometres on the TransCan-
ada after being ejected from the
car she had been riding in with
friends.

Wilson reportedly made a ter-

rible pun and wa
Sarah Abrams to immediately exit

asked by driver

the vehicle.

“The four of us had been hiking
near Lake Louise and were just
on eur way back,” Wilson said. “It
was a really fun day. We climbed
a mountain and saw, like. water-
falls and this kick-ass meadow and
shit”

The group was reportedly hav-
ing a light-hearted conversation
about Greek salad. They were de-
bating hypothetical cheese com-
binations when Abrams brought
up the potential of cheddar in
Greek salad.

That's when Wilson made her
move.

“1 said, ‘well I prefer feta, be-
cauze you know, it's berta' than
chedd: Wilson said. “Then
I paused for laughter, because
c'mon, thats a quality joke ri

ght

there

Wilson said Abrams looked at
her blank-faced and immediately
demanded that she leave.

“Next thing I knew [ was on the
side of the road.” Wilson said. “She
just pulled over, unlocked the pas-
senger door and wouldn't do any-
thing else until I'd gotten out of
the car. None of my other friends
said a word”

Wilson managed to hitchhike
her way back to Calgary over the
course of 36 hours.

“I ran into some trouble be-
tween Canmore and Cochrane”
Wilson said. “I was riding with
this friendly trucker who seemed
super chill. We were listening to
the radio when I leaned over and
said, “Wow, this song sure has a
great Melodie!”

Wilson was left to find another
ride into the city after that inci-
dent.

Despite
dehydration and two davs of her
life wasted, Wilson said she still

the turmoil. severe

doesn't regret making the original
joke.

‘I mean, the feta joke was a
little . . . she said. "Get it?
Feta, cheesy, jokes, laughter”

Wilson was denied the opportu-
nity for further comment.

cheesy

3. Take advantage of the drink
specials, Order a triple long-
island iced tea pitcher, two shots
of Jdeger, a pint of Coors Banguet
and a hot cup of extra-strong earl

grey tea. Combine them all to-
gether in your buddys Converse
shoe and see how fast vou can
drink it. I'm that's
what the kids are doing these days.

4. Let loose. For some. this
means dancing on top of a speak-

pretty sure

er. For you, this means bursting
forth from your mortal skin and
revealing your true immaterial
form, incinerating all that look
upon you.

5. Don’t go to Thursden. Love
yourself.
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We take the future very seriously

Jason Herring

tonair

Virgo

(Aug. 23 - Sept. 22)

You will get unreason-
ably angry when your favourite
Vietnamese sub restaurant raises
their prices by 50 cents.

Libra

(Sept. 23 — Oct. 22)

You will get trapped
in the hasement of the Engineer-
ing building while trying to find
your LING 201 classroom. The only
other person there will be a small
child
nothing but sauerkraut. He will

named Norton who eats
claim that one day you may leave,
but you will know there is no es-
caping this Kafkaesque hell.

Scorpio

{Oct. 23 - Nowv. 21)

After shamefully eating
six pears in one sitting, you will

come to the realization that there
is no froit more satisfying and
delicious than a soft and supple
Bartlett pear. This will be the best
day of your life.

Sagittarius

(Nov. 22 - Dec. 21)

A rall, bright stranger
will approach you under the blind-
ing incandescent lights of Thurs-
den. You will dance with him on
the clean, freshly renovated dance
floor while being able to clearly
see everyone around you. You will
drink a reasonable amount, make
your way home before midnight

and enjoy a peaceful sleep.

Capricorn

(Dec. 22 - Jan. 19)

You will raise vour hand in
the middle of your Ps¥C 203 lecture to

make a remark about how the theory

of self-efficicy reminds vou of a Soci
ly Awesome Penguin meme you saw
last night. Your professor will pull vou
aside after class to let you know that
she’s not mad at you, just disappointed.

Aquarius

(Jan. 20 - Feb. 18)
You will listen to Min-
ions AsMR roleplay and get extraor-
dinarily horny.

Pisces

(Feb. 19 — March 20)

After reading a concise
and well-written article in the
Gauntlet, you'll think about what

vou're doing the next time you
walk up a flight of stairs.

Aries

(March 21 - April 19)

After months of mispro-
nouncing Guy Fieri's name, he will
show up at your house in the middle of
the night. “It's Guy Fieri. from Diners,

Dirive-Ins and Dives” he will whisper

into your ear as he softly strokes your
hair.

Taurus

(April 20 - May 20)

You will break up with
vour significant other after spend-
ing an hour trying to convince

them that a hot dog is nothing
more than a folded-up pizza. You
will find comfort in the knowl-

edge that you are right.

Gemini

(May 21 - June 20)

Your friends will ridicule
vou after they discover that you
did not know cows could be brown.
Where did think
milk came from, dipshit?

vou chocolate

Cancer

(June 21 - July 22)

You will play an online
game where you an

an anthropomor-

phic horse that throws pies to destroy
bureaucratic  robots,

from three cla

withdrawing
5 to make time to

play it. Your friends will worry about
vou, but they just won't understand,

Leo

(July 23 - Ang. 22)

Your dick will get cut off
by a hay baler and then you will die.

Il have &.
{unintelligible whispers)
please.

||\‘|F|I .lf p

Isaid, Ill have a... |

{mare whispers)

please.

LR,

E————

Sarry ma‘am, 1€an't hear you.
You'll have to speak up please.

Sh

ACROSS:

3. Scored the second-longest
touchdown in Dinos history at
Kickoff 2015, 110 yards from one
endzone to the other.

6. Recently became the player
with the most touchdowns in Di-

nos history.
#. Last year's NFL MVP.

11. Dinos quarterback drafted by
the Stampeders last year.

13. A serious affliction of many
foothall players. Regulations are
being put in place for the NFL to
avoid these.

14. Runningback that used to play
for the Dinos and now plays for

the §
16. Tom Brady came under fire

mpeders,

for this controversy last January
that involved deflated footballs
at the AFC championship game. A
federal district court judge over-
turned his suspension,

19, 2014 Grey Cup champions.
and our hometown heroes.

22. Official sponsor of all Dinos
teams. Just do it

33. Defeated Searttle in the maost

recent Superbowl.

Fine! lwant a tall pumpkin spice latte with extra
whip cream and yoga pants and Instagram

hashtags.

DOWN:

1. Coach of the Dinos football
team.

2. Canadian football has 110,

American foothall only has 100,
4. Edge of the field.

5. When a player drops the ball
and it can be recovered by the
other team.

7. Bo-Levi

9. Worth three points.

1o, Arguably the most important
position on the field.

12. When the ball is caught by the
defense of the other team.

15. Stadium where the Dinos and
Stampeders play.

17. Scored by entering the op-
posing team'’s endzone. Worth six
points,

18. A well-thrown football usually
has a tight

15. Worth two points. Can be
achieved by sacking the quarter-
back in his own endzone.

20. When the quarterback is tack-
led behind the line of scrimmage.
21. Kicking the ball across the
field to the other team. Only one
player does this.




