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EDITORIAL

acHall case sets national precedent

egardless of who you think

should own and operate

MacHall. the legal dispute
surrounding the building will impact
more than just the University of Cal-
gary and its Students’ Union.

When the lawsuit eventually reaches
its end. that end will say a lot about stu-
dent-owned infrastructure on universi-
ty campuses. It will say even more about
how universities and their student asso-
ciations will interact in the future.

Student officials from across Alberta
drove to Calgary on May 5 to attend an
injunction hearing filed by the su for
temporary operation of the building —
the first time the dispute finally made
it to a courtroom.

The Canadian Alliance of Student
Associations also condemned the uni-
versity’s actions in the dispute shortly
before the hearing.

“These actions have far reaching
implications and create a deeply con-
cerning precedent regarding the re-
lationships between universities and
student associations across Canada.”
the statement said.

But the SU's actions set a precedent
too.

Whether they're right or wrong is
up to the Canadian legal system, but
the fact that the su had the chutzpah
to flat-out sue the university when
they felt like negotiations weren't

going anywhere is a big deal.

In the context of Canadian student
associations, that just doesn't happen.
Unions don't sue their universities.
They engage in years of closed-door
negotiations that wear both parties
down and force compromise.

When building their new student
centre, the University of British Co-
lumbia’s Alma Mater Society (AMS)
went through three years of negotia-
tions to establish an operating agree-
ment with UBC. A 2010 agreement cites
capital contributions from the AMs of
$12.3 million and the university of $25
million, with the remaining budget
paid for by a loan from the university
to the union. To avoid interest on the
loan, the AMS gave up rights to land
around the new building in exchange
for then-present-day rates.

SAMANTHA Lucy

If we're going on history. the MacH-
all dispute should have been solved in
one of many closed-door negotiation
sessions like those at UBC. But instead
of reaching a compromise behind
closed doors, the sU made the dispute
public in September and followed that
up with a very real and very serious
lawsuit.

This aggressive approach isn't en-
tirely on the Su. On May 2, sU presi-
dent Stephan Guscott said he extended
an “olive branch” to university admin-
istration, suggesting they return to a
deal discussed in mediation. The uni-
versity’s legal team refused.

Our su is fairly unique in the scope
and power of their operation. Rev-
enue from MacHall means that our
union fees are some of the lowest in
the country, while the su still provides

more services than similar organiza-
tions across Canada.

In Ontario, autonomy and restric-
tions on students' unions are set by
university administration, giving those
administrations greater power over
the finances and actions of students’
An SU in Ontario probably
wouldn't have the resources for a legal
battle like this, let alone a $500,000
building defence fund.

This lawsuit reinforces our sUs as-
sertions that they are on a level playing
field with administration. And so far, the
university is forced to address them as
such.

The flurry of heated open letters
and statements over the past year es-
tablish this dispute not as a university
battling its insubordinate student asso-
ciation, but as two organizations that
respect each other's influence enough
to fight back.

In Calgary. student representatives
decided to sue the university. And no
matter how the battle turns out, it

unions.

might inspire other associations across
Canada to take similar stands on issues
relevant to them.

1t also might make other university
administrations remember that law-
suits can happen to anyone.

Melanie Woods
Gauntlet Editorial Board
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SU retains op
until hearing

Scott Strasser
News Editor

Melanie Woods
Editor-in-Chief

ebate as to who owns and

operates MacHall will not

end any time soon, but
the University of Calgary Students’
Union will continue to operate the
building in the short-term.

An injunction request filed by the
SU to prevent university adminis-
tration from seizing control of the
building failed to reach a conclusion
after three hours before the Court of
Queen's Bench on May 5.

The hearing will reconvene June
3 at 2:00 pm. Until then, the su
will continue to operate MacHall
under the terms of the 1999 Li-
cense of Occupation, Operation and
Management Agreement (LOOMA)
and collect rent from third-party
tenants.

More than 80 people. most of
them students, attended the stand-
ing-room only hearing at the Calgary
Courts Centre.

Members of student associations
across the province were also in at-
tendance. The Students’ Association
of MacEwan University in Edmon-
ton hopes to break ground on their
own student centre in spring 2017,

“We're in the midst of building
our own building right now and this
is something that weighs heavily on
our minds." SAMAC president Danika
McConnell said.

The hearing comes after years
of confrontation between the U
of C and su over the building’s
ownership.

Both sides have exchanged hos-
tilities since years of failed closed-
door negotiations were made public
in September 2015. The suU issued a
statement of claim in October, suing
the U of C for 55 per cent majority
ownership of MacHall. The univer-
sity filed their statement of defence
on Nov. 10.

Throughout  the the
sus lawyers cited millions of dol-

hearing,

lars of student investment as jus-
tification for their 55 per cent
ownership claims. The su argued
that letters and other documentation
from MacHalls early history state
them as majority co-owners of the
building.

The 1981 operating agreement
marks the beginning of what the
sus lawyers called a “watering
down" of language that suggested

The hearing will reconvene at 2:00 p.m. on June 3.

the sU were majority owners. They
said the language used in docu-
mentation changes from “owners”
to “occupiers” of MacHall with no
justification.

In their response, the universi-
ty's lawyers called the original 1969
agreement — which cites the su as
co-owners — “a misnomer” They
argued that as owners of the land
the university was situated on, the
university was privy to fixtures that
were on that land.

The university's lawyers disputed
the notion of SU ownership, stating
there was "never any grant or trans-
fer of any ethereal interests™ or sub-
division of the land.

The su's legal team accused the
ity’s lawyers of "picking and
choosing” which documents sup-

unive

ported their case.

The university argued that the 35
vears of “free rent” and revenue col-
lected from their operating agree-
ments since 1981 were more than
enough compensation for the union’s
initial investments into the building.

The su disagrees.

“For that to be justified compen-
sation, a decision would've been
written down at some point” SU

president Stephan Guscott said.

University administration initially
stated they planned to assume con-
trol of MacHall after the original
1999 agreement expired on Dec. 9.
However, both sides agreed to enter
closed-door mediation on Dec. 3, ex-
tending the LOOMA for the duration
of mediation. The mediation period
ended after talks broke down April
15.

Guscott said the SU sent an “olive
branch” proposed agreement to the
university on May 2 as a last minute
effort at a truce.

“I was trying to see if there was
any way we could return to a deal
we discussed in mediation” Gus-
cott said. “Unfortunately, the uni-
versity was unwilling to engage in a
discussion.”

U of C senior director of strategic
communications Scott  Donaldson
said before the hearing that if the
university assumes management of
MacHall, the building will remain
fully open and operational. He said
the su would continue to run all
businesses they currently operate in
MacHall and collect the revenues.

“The university is committed to
working with the SU to continue

eration of MacHall
reconvenes June 2

MeLanie WooDs (Top) AND JARRETT EDMUND (8OTTOM)

to support student programs and
services in MacHall through the
utilization of net proceeds received
from third-party tenants.” said Don-
aldson in a statement.

Outgoing  SU  vice-president
operations and finance Sarah
Pousette said in late February that
the su had already spent $150.000-
$175,000 in legal fees on the dis-
pute. In March, the su approved
the creation of a $500.000 "MacH-
all defence fund” to continue fund-
ing the dispute.

Guscott said the only winners in
a lengthy legal battle "would be the
lawyers.”

“Both sides have acknowledged
that going to court is not good”
Guscott said. “It’s not good for the
university and it'll damage the
reputation of the university. But
I'm not willing to give up the rights
that students have paid for. that
alumni have paid for"

With the LOOMA extended. the
su will continue to collect revenue
from third-party tenants until the
reconvened hearing on June 2.

The university declined to com-
ment on the hearing until a verdict
is reached.

short
form

How long do you
think the MacHall
lawsuit will last?

"Hopefully not too long.”

- Summer Abdalla,
third-year linguistics

“All I know is it's been going on
for a while.

- Rushda Rubaia,
third-year french

“I'd say for years.”

- Thomas Kerr,
fourth-year business

“Until one party gives up.”

- Jeremy Morris,
Biochemistry Phd

Photos: Jarrett Edmund
Interviews: Scott Strasser
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One year in: an NDP government’s
impact on the University of Calgary

Scott Strasser

News Editor

he Alberta New Democratic

Party was elected on May 5

2015, ending a 44-vear Pro-
gressive Conservative dynasty. The
NDP's victory came as a shock, upset-
ting Alberta’s long-standing political
identity.

A year later. the Gauntlet compiled a
list of some of the biggest changes that
have impacted the University of Cal-
gary. We spoke to U of C NDP president
Ryan Carter and Wildrose on Campus
vice-president external Keean Bexte to
get their thoughts on a year of orange
governance.

L Implemented a two year tuition
freeze

The NpP implemented a two-
year tuition freeze in September
2015 after restoring post-secondary
funding that had previously been
cut. Under the freeze, the cost of
tuition is not allowed to rise at Al-
berta’s post-secondary institutions
until 2017. The government also re-
versed the 2.2 per cent inflation-tied
increase approved by U of € Board
of Governors in 2014-15 and rolled
back faculty-specific market modi-
fiers.

Carter: The idea was, if we're to raise
tuition there has to be some kind of
benefit for it — be it better programs,
better buildings, something. The tu-
ition raise the pcs were offering back
in 2014 had no discernible benefit oth-
er than to fill the coffers of the govern-
ment due to a drop in oil prices. In an
interest to retain the quality of Alber-
ta’s future, [the NDP| decided it would
be better to not cut from [advanced
education], but instead look to other
efficiencies.

Bexte:Students need to understand
that every dollar thats going into

subsidizing their degree is a dollar
that’s going into government debt.
Students hate student debt and 1|
feel they are going to hate govern-
ment debt just as much when they
realize government debt has interest
payments. Students will be happy
right now that they're paying less in
tuition but they're going to be pay-
ing for it through interest payments
later on.

2. Increased spending on post-sec-
ondary education

The provincial government will
provide Alberta’s post-secondary in-
stitutions with $5.7
in 2015-16, with that number increas-
ing by two per cent to $5.9 billion in
2016-17.

billion in funding

Bexte: Like I said, students hate
student debt and theyre going to
hate government debt as well when
they're the ones paying taxes. But this
increase isn't nearly as substantial as
we've seen in other departments in the
government — a two per cent increase
relative to inflation isn't that big of a
deal — so I'm not going to complain
about that.

Carter: For years, the post-second-
ary portfolio has been seen as super-
fluous and thus a place to cut when
times are tough. Albertas future is
within these institutions — they are
not superfluous and they should not
be open to deep austerity cuts. With
increased funding, we can hold the line
on tuition and begin to improve decay-
ing buildings and increase services for
students.

3. Reintroduced the Student Tem-
porary Employment Program (STEP)

The NDP brought STEP back after
the summer jobs program was cut by
the PCs in 2013. Under sTep, small
businesses and nonprofits can apply

to receive a $7 per hour wage subsidy
to supplement the costs of hiring stu-
dents over the summer. The program
is expected to support around 3,000
summer positions, but will cost tax-
payers $10 million.

Bexte: [STEP] seems like another
way for the NDP to try to solve a
problem that could be solved by eas-
ier means. By lowering taxes on busi-
nesses, businesses are going to be
in a better position to hire students.
The rhetoric the NDP have spun with
this is that it supports 3,000 jobs. 1
think it would be much more useful
to have a government program that
creates 3,000 jobs rather than just
supports them. And you can do that
by lowering taxes.

Carter: [STEP| was talked up quite
highly in the high school I went to be-
cause it was a very efficient program
at getting young people into the work-
place. It incentivized private business
to step in to get young people work
experience. When it was cut, it was just
another sign of a nar
ment saying ‘we don't want to pay for
this!

ic govern-

4. Marlin Schmidt replaced Lori
Sigurdson as the Minister of Ad-
vanced Education

Marlin Schmidt was sworn in as
a cabinet minister in early February
2016. Unlike his predecessor Lori
Sigurdson, Schmidt’s only respon-
sibility is the Advanced Education
portfolio. Schmidt is notably the
eighth minister to hold the position
in just five years.

Carter: The fact the government
has decided to not only increase the
budget [for post-secondary], but also
to give it its own dedicated minister
— something that hasnt happened
in a while — really speaks to their in-
terest in helping students thrive in a

tough economy theyre going to be
graduating into.

Bexte: Marlin Schmidt used to
be a bureaucrat with the Alberta
government as a groundwater con-
tamination specialist. This goes to
show that Rachel Notley doesn't
have enough experience in her cab-
inet to put on a piece of toast. Ac-
cidental MLAs are being thrust into
positions they have zero experi-
ence for. Rachel Notley is caught in
the middle, trying to shuffle what
little experience she does have into
portfolios that seem important at
the time.

5. Renewed mental health funding
for one year.

In 2013, The pcs granted $3 million
to the U of C over three years for men-
tal health initiatives. The funding was
set toexpire this vear, but after a lobby-
ing campaign from the Council of Al-
berta University Students, most of the
mental health funding to universities
was renewed for one vear. The U of C
is set to receive $900,000 next year to

go towards mental health initiatives —
$100,000 less than the previous three
years,

Carter: There are a lot of things a
lot of Albertans would like to do, but

when we're missing 32 per cent of

our revenue, there are a lot of things
that can't get done. Mental health
is of course very important, and the
fact that this grant is coming out is
definitely a boom for students. I'd be
hopeful that in the future we'd see a
more concrete plan to help mental
health on campus.

Bexte: Mental health needs a lot of
attention. Our party really supports
mental health initiatives on campuses.
We'll see how this money is spent, is
the more important way to look at it.
rather than just how much it is.

6. Changed the Board of Gover-
nors member application process

Schmidt recently made headlines
when he rejected the reappoint-
ment requests of three U of C BoG
members, stating that from now
on, board members’ terms would
not be renewed when they ex-
pired. Members would have to re-
apply through “a proper recruit-
ment process” if they wanted to
continue sitting on the board. He
justified his decision by pointing
out that 80 per cent of BOG mem-
bers were men over the age of 65,
and that the board needed more
diversity to reflect the university
community.

Bexte: Accidental governments
the opportunity to stack
boards and positions with party
faithfuls. If the McDougall Centre,
the chiefs of staff or their min-
istries are anything to go by, [the
NDP| will bite at any opportunity
to fill these positions with party
faithful and union bosses. That's
something I think students should
be concerned about. We need to be
concerned about increased profes-
sor salaries and the general spend-

love

ing ways of the university.

Carter: If our boards of gover-
nors are simply put back into place
over and over, where is the ac-
countability? Where is the respon-
sibility? There are many governors
who have done great work for the
university and the community. If
they were to go into a [competi-
tion| for their job, they would like-
ly win because of the great work
they've done. This would be a great
way of weeding out governors who
aren't pulling their weight and re-
warding those who are.
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Fort McMurray evacuees
find refuge in University of

Calgary residences

Scott Strasser
News Editor

ore than 1,200 evacu-
ees have found refuge
at the University of

Calgary after fleeing Fort McMur-
ray and surrounding areas due to
escalating forest fires.

With the majority of students
not living on campus for the
summer. multiple U of C resi-
dences are currently housing the
evacuees, who began arriving
May 6.

The U of C is one of four post-
secondary institutions in Calgary
currently housing evacuees.

U of C
emergency
Maber
staff have been hard at work mak-
ing the evacuees feel welcome.

associate director of
management  Bob

said Residence Services

“Staff have been working close-
Iy with the Calgary Emergency
Management Agency. Red Cross
and Alberta Health Services to
make sure evacuees are receiv-
ing all of the assistance they
need.” Maber said. "Among other
things, Residence Services staff
have been making food orders,
assigning rooms, answering ques-
tions and handling housekeeping
duties.”

Assistance is coming from
across campus. The university

has arranged for evacuees to have
access to Active Living facilities,
as well as the Taylor Family Digi-
tal Library.

The faculty of veterinary medi-
cine is offering shelter and care
for pets and small animals, while
the faculty of social work is offer-
ing counselling.

“Our thoughts are with all those
affected by the disastrous fires
in northern Alberta, and with
the firefighters and other first
responders working tirelessly to
contain it,” said U of C president
Elizabeth Cannon. “Please know
the entire University of Calgary
community is behind you. and we
will continue to work hard to sup-
port you in any way we can."

Maber Ser-
vices held a special Mother's
Day lunch for the evacuees on
May 8.

“Our staff prepared a special
meal and two big tables of flowers

said Residence

and cards were also distributed to
the evacuee moms,” Maber said.
“It was one more way we could
extend our hospitality and make
evacuees feel welcome —
moms, especially”

Keyano College student and
evacuee Nada Al-Khaladi brought
her family to the U of C after
staving at an Edmonton hotel for
three nights. She said the wildfire

for

forced her to miss her graduation
ceremony, which would have tak-
en place on May 6.

“It isn't an ideal situation as a
family to stay in a hotel. We were
thinking to settle in Edmonton,
but then a couple of our friends
called us and said. ‘vou know,
the U of C is doing accommoda-
tion for evacuated families,’ so we
came here.” Al-Khaladi said.

Around 88.000 Fort McMurray
residents have evacuated the city
since May 1. A mandatory evacu-
ation order remains in place for
the area.

By May 10 the wildfire had
spread to 2,300 square kilometres
— almost three times the size of
Calgary.

Vacant U of C residences last
housed evacuees following the
June 2013 flood. when just under
1,200 people were lodged. As of
9:00 p.m. on May 8, 1,241 Fort Mc-
Murray evacuees were staying at
the UofC.

Once residences were at capac-
ity. university staff set up cots
in the Red Gym in the kinesiol-
ogy building to house another 148
people.

Maber said he’s not sure how
long the evacuees will stay.

“We will continue to provide as-
sistance, but at this point the situ-
ation is very fluid," he said.

The Gauntlet is hiring a
Summer Outreach Coordinator

The Gauntlet’'s Community Outreach Coordinator will be responsible for
planning events and creating promotional materials for the Gauntlet Publi-
cations Society. They will research strategies used by campus press organi-
zations for promotions, event hosting and distribution. They will prepare a
report at the end of the summer on what they have gathered and the next
steps for event planning and implementation. They will report daily to the
Gauntlet Business Manager and weekly to the Gauntlet Editor-in-Chief.

The position is open to students who are enrolled in full-time schooling in
the upcoming year. It is full-time, 35 hours a week.
It runs from June 1- Aug. 30 2016.

Interested applicants can submit a resume and cover letter to Editor-in-Chief
Melanie Woods at eic@thegauntlet.ca by May 18 at 5:00 p.m. Interviews
will be conducted in late May.

More information can be found online at thegauntlet.ca/hiring.

STUDENT SERVICES »

Scott Strasser

News Editor
Thc University of Cal-
gary Students’
Association rounded off their ex-
ecutive team for 2016-17 with a
by-election on April 26 at the as-
sociation’s Graduate Representa-
tive Council.

Engineering student Abubaker
Abdelhafiz won the position for
vice-president academic, while
health sciences student Yangyang
Fang took vice-president exter-
nal. The two join acclaimed presi-
dent Sam Hossack. vice-president
student life Adrianne Offenbecker
and vice-president finance and
services Arash Afshar.

The by-election took place after
the March 14-15 GsA election was
invalidated due to “minor proce-

Graduate

dural infractions” from the can-
didates running for the two un-
acclaimed positions. Around 500
votes had been cast before the
election was annulled.

Abdelhafiz said he based his
platform the
on openness and

for by-election
sharing of
information.

“The Gsa does a lot of great
work in releasing information
and I want to bring some of my
experience to help out and try to
improve the process” Abdelhafiz
said. “I'd also like to see more

MAY 12,2016 | 5
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By-election fills Graduate
Students’ Association
executive roster

students get engaged and involved
in Gsa work, especially Schulich
students and international stu-
dents — I represent the overlap of
those two groups.”

Fang said she ran her platform
on “unity, diversity and exposure.”

“The board seemed to me as a
professional, committed and pas-
sionate group that I identified
with and that I wanted to contrib-
ute to in a meaningful way” she
said.

Although voter turnout in grad-
uate elections is notoriously low,
GSA Chief Returning Officer Jer-
emy Hexham called the by-elec-
tion a success. Just over 300 stu-
dents voted during the two-hour
voting period.

“Three hundred students vot-
ing in two hours is fantastic. I very
much attribute this to the great job
of campaigning that all the candi-
dates did,” Hexham said.

Only five of 25 executive positions
were contested in GSA elections from
2011-2016. But a surprising six can-
didates ran in the by-election — four
for vice-president academic and two
for vice-president external.

Hexham said more candidates
generally run in by-elections.

The GsA represents 6,000 gradu-
ate students at the U of C. It provides
services, lobbies the government
and manages the Last Defence
Lounge.

Wanna write news?

Then write,

news@thegauntlet.ca
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Check out 30 years of |

with the CJSW Local M

Jason Herring

Online Editor

fter months of sifting
through albums and arti-
facts representing Calgary’s

musical history, CIsw 909 Fm

launching the Calgary Local Music
Library project.

The traveling installation of 300
cps will move through eight differ-
ent branches of the Calgary Public
Library over the next year, inviting
locals to borrow albums and explore
the past 30 years of Calgary'’s music.

Project coordinator Kerry Ma-
guire says over 600 releases were
submitted, meaning that less than
half of the total submissions made
their way into the installation. She
says choosing which releases to keep
made for difficult decisions,

“It was really hard. Obviously,
we're not experts on everything,
so it took a lot of research and go-
ing out of our comfort zones into
genres we maybe dont know as
much about” Maguire says. “We
tried to get jazz, world music. metal,
folk. rock and experimental stuff
I know it's impossible to cover ev-
erything, but I think we did a pretty
good job"

Kerry Maguire and Chris Dadge sorted through over 600 submissions of local albums and musical artifacts.

Chris Dadge, a prolific member of
Calgary’s music scene known for his
work with artists such as Lab Coast
and Chad VanGaalen, also helped
curate the library.

“Once we had the whole collec-
tion in hand, there were maybe
100 or so releases 1 was familiar
with already and I knew they had
to be in there, so that was easy.”
Dadge says. “Then it was a mat-
ter of making sure each album
was tied to the community in
some way, which helped guide the

selection process. Like, if a band
had four albums and only one was
recorded in Calgary. it's an obvi-
ous choice”

Despite Dadge’s long-standing
veteran status in the local music
scene — the musician’s name ap-
pears in the credits of many al-
bums in the library — he says the
experience opened him up to a lot
of new music.

“I sat and listened to stuff for
hours — couple hundred albums,
for sure,” Dadge says. “I discovered

ocal music

usic Library

some really great music and it was
a lot of fun to work on”

the projects
launch, cisw hosted a concert at
the Memorial Park Library, the
first branch where the library will

To celebrate

reside. The free, all-ages event
highlighted music from Laura
Leif, Art Bergmann and Monty —
artists featured in the library.
Maguire says smaller concerts
are in the works for the launch
of the installation at each of the
seven other branches — such as

uk‘:}’v"

W, AT

MicHAEL GRONDIN

Crowfoot and Westbrook Public
Libraries — during the tour of
the archive. Each branch that the
archive visits will feature a lis-
tening station, and all cps will be
lendable to those with a library
card.

The Local Music Library is
funded through a $30.000 grant
from the Calgary Foundation.
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Pass through Portal at Calgary's EMMEDIA gallery

Hayden McBennett
Gauntlet Entertainment
wo-time Governor General
Visual and Media Arts award
nominee Sandra Vida will bring
her interactive installment Portal
to EMMEDIA Gallery from May 19
until June 18, with an artist talk on
May 28.
Vida
video

has created multimedia
installations for over 30
vears, mastering the seamless in-
tegration of different media.

Her latest work allows the au-
dience to literally pass through a
video projection.

“What 1 like about producing
work through the use of technol-
ogy is you sometimes get to cre-
ate magic,” Vida says. "And it’s
the magic I'm interested in — the

technique itself or the technology
that allows me to do that. I don't
want the audience to see the layers
that went into producing that. It’s
up to me to figure out the mastery.”

Portal explores the transition

from one phase of life to another
through themes of mortality and
aging. Vida hopes it will resonate
with those of all ages.

“Even though I'm entering the
twilight of my life, so to speak,
there's still a lot that I want to
talk about, a lot I want to experi-
ence. I still feel a very strong cre-
ative force in my life)” Vida says.
“Through my lifetime of experi-
ence, [a younger person| might
gain something about the com-
monality of times of transition in

any phase of life”

Vida studied english, psychol-
ogy and art at the University of
Calgary. Her work often incorpo-
rates social commentary with her
personal narrative. She followed
this trend while creating Portal
and reminiscing about her past.

“When I went to the university, 1
was very interested in what makes
people tick and why people are the
way they are and how they are in
groups and why they get them-
Vida says.

selves into such messes,”

Vida uses projection to create tangible and visual art in Portal showing until June.

“I've found that there are lots of
clues in literature. I really like that
part of the creative process — kind
of taking all of this broad research
and honing it in to fit the message
you're trying to portray.”

Vida is solidifving her position
as a community advocate of the

arts. She believes artists play an
important role in society.

“For too long artists have been
seen as separate from the rest of
society, slaving away somewhere,
but I really think artists are recog-
nizing — and so are the public —
that we need to be more integrated

CourTesy SanDRa Vioa
and bring the arts into every phase
of life,” Vida says.

Portal will show at EMMEDIA
gallery until June 28. Admission
is free.







LOCAL MUSIC »

) Editor

their
album,

ab  Coast released

fourth full-length

Remember the Moon, on
April 29, It is their first album to be
released under Calgary record label
Wyatt Records.

Lab Coast founding members and
long-time friends Chris Dadge and
David Laing have made
over a decade. Originally performing
as the Bent Spoon Ensemble along-
side Scott Munro and Kevin Lee,
Dadge and Laing collaborated with

music for

countless musicians including Chad
VanGaalen and members of The Pre-
occupations (formerly Viet Cong).
Their combined works were com-
prised of live recordings and one-off
sessions, all released under the record
label and artist collective Bug Inci-
sion. After touring England in 2007
xophone and per-
cussion improvisation group, Dadge

as a two-piece

and Laing began recording songs that
would eventually become their first
album as Lab Coast. The moniker was
one of many happy accidents.

“Scott and Chris used to work at
the SAIT bookstore and they would
have to write up ‘Lab Coats’ quite
often” Laing says. “Chris had this
dyslexic thing where he kept writing

Great job,

valuable experience,

too little pay?

The Students’ Union Program for Education

Related Work (SUPER Work) is a

award for U of C students earning less than a
petitive wage at a summer employment

cor
po

tion related to their degree
Applications will be accepted
Mar. 7 - Sept. 9, 2016

‘Lab Coast’ accidentally. It happened
often enough where it just stuck.”
Dodge and Laing are joined by
guitarists Sammie Smith and Hen-
ry Hseih with Darrell Hartsook
on bass. Remember the Moon is a
rousing blend of lo-fi garage rock
and summer balladry. Laing’s lyrics

serve as the centrepieces to Dadge’s
carefully crafted soundscapes. Al-
though Lab Coast has become
known for basement recordings,
Remember the Moon lets in a lot
more light.

“The scope has widened for this
one” says Dadge.

The resulting songs are snippets
of personal reflection or sometimes
simple recantations of the visual
stimuli Laing experiences on long
walks.

“What I like about it is that its a
glorification of mundane events, it el-
evates a normal everyday occurrence
into something that can be show-
cased.” Laing says.

Remember the Moon is a diverse
collection and a testament to Dadge’s
penchant for experimentation.

“There’s samples  of
drums played back on sampling
keyboards,

corded at different speeds, some-

snare

theres drums re-

times a bass drum isn't actually a
bass drum, there’s pitch-shifted

$1000 wage subsidy

4

www.su.ucalgary.ca/superwork
Students’ Union Program for Education Related Work

JARRETT EDMUND

Lab Coast's new album brings
light to basement records

Jarrett Edmund

percussions.” says Dadge.

Despite the attention to detail, Re-
member the Moon never derails the
listener. Laing says songs are fun, ac-
cessible and even addictive.

“Bored Again’ is one of those
songs.” Laing says. “I could sing it 10
times over and never get tired”

Much like Lab Coast’s roots in im-
prov, Remember the Moon serves as
a rejection of the conventions of for-
mulaic music.

“It's the result of a guiding prin-
ciple. We dont like to overstate
things or use a huge amount of rep-
etition,” says Dadge.

Laing agrees. “Often the weird
sounds are more reflective of the
stuff we used to do a lot with im-
prov. Eerie things happen and we
keep them.” he says.

Another happy
curred during the recording of the
final song on the album.

“We were recording in the base-

accident  oc-

ment and the neighbour next door
was watering the garden on Chriss
house and the sprinkler was hitting
the window. It ended up sounding
great.” says Laing. “Stuff like that you
can't plan:

Remember the Moon is full of
surprises. Lab Coast’s
poised to become one of Calgary’s
most unforgettable records.

latest is

FOLK FEST »
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All ages welcome
at BassBus Folk

Explosion

Rachel Woodward

Entertainment Editor

s the city prepares for this
Asummcr's 36th annual Cal-
gary Folk music Festival, BassBus
has joined forces with Folk Fest to
bring an accessible, all-ages dance
party to the city.

The two parties will collabo-
rate to present the BassBus Folk
Explosion on May 13 at Festival
Hall. BassBus originally started as
an old school bus converted into
a portable stage used to promote
music and hold events with com-
panies such as Cirque de Soleil,
High
Market Collective.

For the BassBus Folk Explo-
sion, the local music promoters,

Performance Rodeo and

known for diverse electronic par-
ties in eclectic venues around the
city, will bring an electronic twist
to the typical rootsy vibe of Folk
Fest and FolkU.

Folk Fest marketing manager
Matt  Olah the futuristic
aspect of BassBus will bring a

says

unique atmosphere to the event.

“One of the things that the Cal-
gary Folk Fest is known for is [pil-
ing] a bunch of artists together
and getting them to play togeth-
er” Olah says.

Olah says organizers wanted
the event to be accessible to all
ages.

“We thought we would try to
practice what we preach and
wanted to collaborate with
another arts group.” he says. "It’s

we

no secret that there’s a huge
shortage of all-ages venues and
stages in the city. so we want to
try and do our part to have a few

of those a year”

Beach Season, The Dumps and
Helium Fly will all feature as part
of the BassBus Folk Explosion.

Olah hopes that the variety of
acts performing will highlight the
diversity of genres that can col-
laborate and work well together.

“BassBus are known for putting
on their electronic shows,” Olah
says. “We are, of course, known
for putting on rootsy and folksy
shows, and that's why we wanted
to approach them because it was
way outside of what we normally
do and we wanted to find artists
that might be a good bridge be-
tween our two groups.”

FolkU is a pet project of Folk
Fest. It
younger folk audiences and pro-
vide
They work to educate and provide
musical experiences to young up-

aims to reach out to

mentorship opportunities.
and-coming musicians.

“We
instructional

started out as more of

an series and we
got some feedback that kids get
enough school. but 1 think in mu-
sic they just want to have fun and
have an outlet.”
just put together
where we try to make the show

says Olah. “Let’s
some shows
accessible or give them a stage so
they have somewhere to showcase
their skills”

The event will be held at Fes-
tival Hall on May 13. Big Rock
Brewery will provide “adult bever-
ages" at the show. The doors open
at 8:30 p.m. Tickets are $12 in ad-
vance and $15 at the door.

STAFF PICKS »
MAY 12-19

Thursday, May 12:

s a Shakespeare-loving

graduate student who attemy

to alter the fate of female leads in
Shakespearean plays.

Time: 2:30 p.m. and 7:00 p.m

Place: Vertigo Theatre

Thursday, May 12:
Telus Spark h

its monthly
Adults Only Night. The theme is
Future Humans and the evening

| t futuristic living. This will
also be the last month that Vital
Body Worlds will be on display.
Time: 6:00 p.m

Pl elus Spark

ace:

Friday, May 13:

The Calgary Arts Academy is host-
ing their inaugural spring fundrais-
ing

fe:

ent this week. The event will

ture live bands,

live art up for
auction and local music.

30 p.m.

Time: 7
Plac

Stam-

ria Pavilion at

Sunday, May 15th:

A night of spoken word pe

Calgarian
tad and gue

be presented by
ist Miranda Kre

including
ets such
Ladak.

Paul Finklepoet and

Safraz Tickets are %15 at

picatic.

Time:

Place: West Village Theatre

Sunday, May 15:

This is the last day to purchase used
Anony-
14th an-

All

Servant

algary's
d book drive and sale
suppo

women and girls affected by human

ing

go towards

sroads Market

rlds, the newest contempo-

rary dance-fusion pre
The Ember

tures

raphers and is inspired b
fiction and dynamic motion.
Tim
Place

30 pm

WVount Royal University
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CAMPUS WELLNESS »

ARRETT EDMUND

D2L dot gives student
actual heart attack

Jill Girgulis

s D2L hourly

xams wrapped up a few weeks
Eago. but that didn't stop one
student from feeling the effects of
the notorious red dot.

Third-year health sciences ma-
jor Christina Lang experienced
minor cardiac arrest on Monday
evening after logging on to her
Desire2Learn account for the
47th time to see if her BCEM 394
grade had “finally been fucking
posted.”

“I'm feeling better now.” Lang
said. “I had this crazy out-of-body
experience. My life — mostly im-
ages of me studying the biologi-
cal mechanisms of metabolism

flashed before my eyes!

Lang is 21 years old with no pre-
vious indications of heart disease.

“I think it's a fear condition-
ing thing” Lang said. "For the last
three years, I've unintentionally
trained my body to seize up when-
ever the little red dot appears on
my D2L page.”

Taylor Family Digital Library
staff member Suzanne Greenfield
discovered Lang sprawled on a
desk in front of the Student Success

Centre around 4 p.m. Greenfield
initially thought Lang was just tak-
ing a nap. She determined she was
unresponsive when she poked her
with a pen.

“At that didn't
really look like a successful stu-

moment, she

dent.” Greenfield said.
Lang’s phone, tablet., laptop
and smart watch all displayed the

UCalgary p2L homepage.
“It was
Greenfield said.

pretty terrifying.”

Lang will begin rehabilitation
next week. She also has plans to
help future students avoid the
heart-stopping effect of the p2L
notification.

“I'm working on an app that
turns my phone into a kind of
pacemaker.” she said. “That way.
whenever a p2L alert comes in,
my heart rate will adjust accord-
ingly”

Lang envisions a future career
in biomedical engineering. She al-
ready has plans to market the life-
saving device.

“I'm calling it ‘Desire2Live'”
Lang said.

In all the excitement, Lang for-
got to actually read the posted
BCEM 394 grade on D2L.

Auenchrath

COURTROOM DRAMA »

SU and U of C give 'em
the ol’ razzle-dazzle

peration of MacHall re-
mains in the hands of the
Students’ Union after a
court hearing made as little prog-
ress as mediation. The SU sought an
injunction to maintain control of the
student centre for the duration of the
ownership lawsuit.

Despite eventually being post-
poned. the injunction proceedings
took place in a very lively fashion, with
both the su and administration trying
to give the courts the ol razzle-dazzle.

“Look. we clearly have a good case,
but that obviously hasn't gotten us

anywhere” SU vice-president opera-

tions and finance Branden Cave said.
“So we decided to spice it up a little.”

Entering on the back of an el-
ephant, suU president Stephan
Guscott gloriously led a crowd of
rambunctious students into the
courtroom. SU vice-president stu-
dent life Patrick Ma then proceed-
ed to pump up students with sun-
glasses and thundersticks to foster
student engagement.

“We wanted to show the adminis-
tration that we mean business," Ma
said. “There is a misconception that
students are unprofessional, and
therefore unsuitable to run the opera-
tions of MacHall."

Ma led the crowd of impassioned
students in a rousing thunderstick
rendition of “We Will Rock You" until
silenced by the judge’s gavel.

Guscott and Cave began their case
by performing a daring trapeze act.
The duo awed the crowd as they
flipped across the courtroom.

“I can't believe we elected these
literal circus clowns as our student
said Bob Beuller, a

executiv

“I love to bang,” said the gavel, who bangs frequently.

third-year student singled out by
Guscott to partake in the audience
participation portion of the su’s
case. Beuller was placed in a box
and sawed into two pieces, 55 per
cent and 45 per cent in proportion.
Guscott cited this as further evi-
dence to support the sU's ownership
claim.

Guscott and Cave also engaged in
a lengthy mime routine detailing the
entire history of the ownership dis-
pute. The routine concluded with a
profound tableau of the pair stuck in
an invisible box.

“It's a metaphor.” Guscott said. “The
administration trapped us inside a box
over the course of the negotiations
and the lawsuit is our only way out.™

Not to be outdone, the U of C le-
gal team was well prepared for their
case. Noted for their impressive
fire-breathing abilities, administra-
tion exhaled a heated inferno in an
attempt to intimidate the Su into
submission.

Administration thanked Enbridge
for their generous donation of oil

Courresy Joe Gratz
used for the trick.

The gallery held their breath as
U of C president Elizabeth Can-
non carried out a fearless tight-
't above the stands. Clad

l'(lPL‘
in a sequined leotard, Cannon
dropped buckets of confetti made
up of shredded 1969 ownership
agreements over the gallery.

“The su thinks they are the only
ones hip enough to engage with
hashtag myUCalgary students.”
Cannon said. “We want to assure
everyone that we too are oodles of
fun, and that the experience that
students experience will remain a
positive experience with our con-
trol over MacHall."

The court performances by both
sides were so spectacular, another
date was scheduled.

“We got a great response from
the audience. 1 really think we've
tapped into something special.”
Guscott said. "If we keep putting
on shows like this, I think we can
continue to have these court hear-
ings for years to come.”

| —

You know, life is actually like a box of
chocelates. IU's a beautiful and vaned
adventure...Until you stumble upon one of
those fruity cream filled chocolates. And
then that's jusl infuriating.

-

(" On one hand, you're mad at yourself for
missing the waming signs, but you're
also mad at the injustice of it. Why
would someone take something so
unholy and wrap it in chocolate, fooling
you into believing that it was something
you could fove?

Wait, what are we talking about?

But | thought this was a mctaph(m
are you sure you aren't--

| —
No. I'm talking about when you're

standing at the kitchen table with a bad
taste in your mouth and a sticky, cozing
half-eaten citrus cream chocolate in
hand and you know you've been played.
I'm talking about chocolate

]







